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PREAMBLE

The Communist Party of Britain (Marxist-Leninist) is the political party of the
proletariat,

The basic programme of the Party is the complete overthrow of capitalist class
power and its replacement by the dictmrah:lp of the proletariat for the buillding
of socialism,

The ultimate aim of the Party is the realisation of Communism,

Name

1. Flag

2. Anthem

Article One

The name-of the party shall be the Comm unist Party of Britain (Marxist-

Leninist),

Article -Two

The flag of the party shall be a red flag of which the length shall be one-and~
a-half times its width. At the centre of the flag there shall be an emblem of
a clenched fist in a five-pointed star.

The Anthem will be the Communist Internationale.

Article Three

‘Membership

1.

Any person Hving in Britain who acecepts the Programme and Constitution
of the Party, agrees to work in one of the Party Organisations, to pay
regularly the Party Membership dues and to earry out decisions of the
Party shall be eligible for membership.

New members are admitted to the party on individual application and through
a Party Branch on the reeommendaﬁon of two Party members.

The General Body meeting of the Party Branch shall decide on the queation

of admission, subject to approval by the next higher Committee, and, if
the applicant is admitted to the Party, he or she shall be regarded as a
Candidate Member for a period of six months commencing from the date
of such admission.

Candidate Members have the same duties and rights as Full Members except
that they have no right to elect or to be clected.

By the end of the period of eandidature, the Party Branch eoneerned shall
discuss whether the Candidate Member is qualified to be admitted to Full
Membership or is to be given an extended period of candidature, If a
Candidate Membecr is found unfit, the Party Branch may cancel his or her
Candidate Membership with the approval of the Central Committee.

A Perty Member may transfer bis or her membership from one unit to
- another with the approval of the unit from which transfer is sought,

Cont/....



/ Article Four

Membership Dues All Party members, Full as well as Candidate shall pay a Party
Membership due and such other dues as may be determined by the Central Committee.

Article Five
Duties of Party Members Duties of Party members are as follows:-

@ To regularly participate in the activity of the Party Organisation to which
he or she belongs and to faithfully make and implement the policy, decisions
and directives of the Party.

®) To observe the Party Constitution and Party discipline and behave in the
spirit of proletarian internationalism and in accordance with the ideals of
Communism.

(c) To place the interests of the people and the Party above personal interests.

(d) To cultivate comradely relations tbwards one another and constantly develop
a fraternal spirit within the Party.

(e) To practice criticism and self-criticism with a view to helping each other
and improving individual and collective work.

(13} To defend the Party and uphold its cause against all enemies of the Party
and to uphold the working class.

(2 To be frank, honest and truthful to the Party and not to betray the confidence
of the Party.

(h) To study and practise the ideology of Marxism-Leninism.

Article Six .

Rights of the Party members are as follows:~

(a) To elect Party organs and Party Committees and be elected to them.

(b) To make criticism about Party Committees and Party functionaries at
Party meetings.

(©) When any Party member disagrees with any decision of a Party Committee

or organisation, he or she has a right to submit his or her opinion to the
next Committee of authority and control, including and up to the Central
Committee and the Party Congress. In all such cases, decisions and the
differences shall be sought to be resolved through the test of practice and
through comradely discussions.

(d) To address any statement, appeal or complaint to the next Committee of
authority and control up to and including the Central Committee and the

Party Congress,

Article Seven

Principles of Democratic Centralism. The structure of the Party is based on, and its
internal life guided by, the principles of democratic centralism. Democratic centralism
means central leadership based on full inner-Party democracy and inner-Party demo-
cracy under the guidance of the central leadership. Cont/...




Article Seven Contanued/
'In the sphere of the Party structurs, the guiding pnnciples of democratic

centralism are:-

(2)
(b)

(©)

(G}

(@)

Party Cangress

All Party organs shall be elected.

The minority sha].l carry out the decisions of the majority, the lowey Party”
organisation .shall earry out the decisions and directites of the higher Party
organs; the individual shall subordinate himself to the will of the majority.

All Party Committees, particularly the leading Party Committees, shall
pay constant heed to the opinions and criticisms of the iower Party
orgamsatlon and the rank—and-flle Party Members.

All Party Committees shall function strictly on the ,,nnmplea of col.e"tlve
decisions and check that decisions be carriad out, combined with individual
responsibility,

Al] questions of international affairs and questizus requiring decisions for
the whole country shall be decided by the Central leadership between
Congresses. All other Committees can, and sbould, 'send their opinions
and suggostions in time for consideration by the Central leadership.

The Central Committee shall, in 'secking the fullest democracy-and
expression, convene where necesgary regional and national Conferences
in bgtween Congresses in order to consult and be advised on any major
political question,

Article Eight

1.

(2)

(b)

(©

@

()

(@)

(b)

(©

(@) -

The supreme organ of the Party for the whole country shall be the National
Party Congress.

The regular Party Congress shall be convened by the Central Committee

ordinarily once every three years; and tc convene Extraordinary Party

Congress if demanded by majority of total Party Memkers; or by their own
decision as Central Committee.,

The date and venue of the Party Congress shall be decided by the Central
Committee at 2 meeting especially called for the purpose.

Party Congress shall be composad of delegates elecled by Party Units
directly under Central leadership.

The basis of representation at a Party Congress siall be decided by the
Centra] Committes. i

The Members of the Central Cam:mttee shall have the right to partuﬁpate

'ag full delegates in the Party Congress, .

Function and Powers of the Party Congress are as foliows: i

To discuss and act on the political and organisational repd'rt of the Central
Committes,

To create ‘revise and change the Part'y Programmo and the Party
Constitution,

To determine the tactical line and the policy of the Party on the current
situation.

" To elect the Central Committee. T Eiia kot NS
' To elect the Chairman of the Party.
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Article Nine

Central Committee

1. (2) The Central Committee shall be clacted at the Party Congress, the
number of members being decided by the Party Congress.

(b) Members of the outgoing Central Committee are eligible for re-election.
The outgoing Central Committee may mske recommendation on all nominations.

(¢) Any delegate can raise bbjectlon with regard to any nama'propoaed as well
as propose any new name or names,

(d) The election of the Central Committee will be by vote of the delegates of

the Congress.
2, The Central Committee shall be the highest authority of the Party between
Party Congresses.
3. It is responsible for enforc.lng the Party Constitution and for carry‘l.ng out the
political line and decisions adopted by the Party Congreas.
4, The Central Committee shall represent the Party as a whole and be
responsible for directing the work of the Party.
5, The Central Committee shall elect from among its members a Secretariat.

The number of Secretariat chall be decided by the Central Committee. The Chairman
of the Party will be ex officio Chairman of the Central Commiittee and the Secretariat,
The Secretariat carries on the work of the Central Committee between meetings.

6. The Central Committee shall discuss and decide political and organisational
igsues and the problems of mass work, and guide the Party units, and individualg,
in a1l spheres of our work. At the same time, the Central Committee has the
responsibility of maintaining the closest relationship at all times with Party units and .
individuals, of being alive to their problems and receptive to their suggestions and
recommendations. This relationship between Central Committee and Party units and
individuals must be a two-way process, from the Party membership to the Party
membership.

7. " The Central Committee shall submit its political and organisational report to
all Party units in ample time for full discussion before the Party Congress, -whenevar
it is convened.

Article Ten
Primary Units and Cther Party Crgans
1 (2) The primary unit of the Party is the Party Branch organised on the basic

of place of work or residence,

(b) The number of members in a Branch, the structure and functions and other
matters relating to a Branch will be determined by the Central Committee,

2, The Central Committee shall decide on the various Party organs to be set up
between the Primary Unit (the Branch) and the Central organisation, and shall
make the necessary provisions relating to their composition and functioning.

Article Eleven

Party Discipline

1. Violation of Party Constitution and decisions of the Party as well as any other
action and behaviour unworthy of 2 member of the Communist Party shall constitute a
breach of Party discipline and is liable to diseciplinary action.
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Article Eleven Continued/....

2, Such disciplinary action may be any or all of the following:~

(a) Warning.
(b) Censure,
(c) Removal from the post held in Party.
(d) Suspension from full Party membership for any period but not
exceeding one year.
- (e) Expulsion,

3. Disciplinary action aha.ll normally be taken by Party units where the member
belongs where other methods, including method of persuasion, have failed to correct
the comrade concerned. But, even where disciplinary measures have been taken, the
efforts to help the comrade to correct himself shall continue. In a case where the
breach of discipline is such that it warrants an immediate disciplinary measure to
protect the interest of the Party or its prestige, the disciplinary action shall be taken
promptly.

4, : No disciplinary measure involv'i"zg expulsion or suspension of a Party Member
shall come into effect without confirmation by the next higher committee.

5. -The comrade agzinst whom-a disciplinaxy measure is proposed shall be fully
informed of the allegation, charges and other relevant facts against the member, The
member shall have the right to be heard in person by the Party Unit in which such cases
are discusged,

6. There shall be right of Appeal in all cases of disciplinary action to the Central
Committee. There shall also be the right of Appeal to the next Party Congress,

Article Twelve

AMENDMENT

The Party Constitution shall be amended only by the Party Congrgss. The

notice of proposals for amending the Constitution shall be given before the said Party
Congresas., '




