
THE \vORKING CLASS, PAS.T ·PRESENT '& FUTURE ? 

i. 1 , 

''In order to know hoH it ;..hall be done it is necessary to know how 
it is.'~ 

Because of the world revolutionary struggle the British capitalist 
class is much weaker, therefore the hastening to a corporate state, 
a departure from bourgeois democracy and a punitive action against 
the opposing class, · the working class. Therefore the necessity 
for laws against the 1Jnions stemming from the weakness of the 
employers. The theme of the n e ed for the law is "discipline over 
labour power" and this in the year 1970, -which at :i,ts · peak of 
bourgeois indiscipline produces l~ million work days lost in 
strikes. This from 26 million workers. Compare this with 1912 
when 38 million work days were lost through strikes, ' a much higher 
revolutionary situation as seen throughout Europe. 

The shrinking British Imperialist .Power under the direct 
tutelage of United States Imperialism and the direct u.s. 
penetration into Britain, dictates the circumstan6es of British 
Capital. The v-rhol e plan of the anti-working class le gist a tion 
is designed to reduce the 1 ab our mov.emen t to an effigy of . t;lje 
u.s. working class subserviance to U.-.s. Capital. The pressure of 
U .s. Imperialism on Britain to join the Common Market, the 
destructionof tne British Aircraf-t Industry, the intrusion of lr'[est 
German capital inve stment in Britain, irrespe.ctive of the alleged 
indiscipline · in the Bri tis.b, .Lahour .Movement brings .the · conclusion 
that British· Capital is n:c>·.;longer its own maste r but directly the 
servant of .U.S. Imperialism. 

, , Re.rnember no strike is registered if of one day or less, or 
C'ohcernsless ~ than ten p eople • 

.. } 

1970 '. 7 ,_5oo·;ooo. million· work days lost in strikes 

1912 38 ,t 000,000. 1t n · . H 11 11 11 

1970 · Industrial Rel ations Bill 

Bo~eronce 1. N .B. Careful p erus a l o 'f . the summation 
' of' tho proposals of t h a .. Bill _is an imp'erative • . 

June 5th 1969 T.U.,C. reply .to "In P1ace of Strife'' - -. Programme 
for action. · ··· 
T .u. c ~ ·position wa s to opp os e Hunfavourablen Government 
l egislation - "leave discipl i ne to us. n ·' · ., 

1969 nin Place of Strffe 11 Stationery .OfficeCmmd 3888 3/6 
Barbara Castle argued for Government intervention in 
~ndus tri·al r elationships that had b een . traditional~ 
28 P,ays ~'cooling off" ·period. 11DUe' to the weakhess of 
the Empl'oyers strong s ect i ons of organised worke.rs took 
advantage at the e xpense of the popul a tion", she said. 
This was to be a law, passed by a La bo.ur Government, 
a gain s t th e s trength of the prop le ~- ' 

1945-6-7 
After the Second World War, 1 eadors of hundre ds ,_of London 
Ga s workers wore cha rged with striking. The y pleaded 
••guil ty", whe n charged unde r Conspira cy Act 1305 , on 
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advice from .tho Revisionists. 

Dock workers in a similar situation refused to plead guilty and 
won their case. 

;· 

Both charges were made under a Labour Government, the 
Prosecutor being Shawcross. 

Legislation of the War Years 

1965. Essential Works Order. 

: ~' 

~·- .. 

No strikes • 

. No worker could change job. 

No employer could discharge a worker. 

There wore set up Committo~s of 3, an employer~ a Trade 
Unionist and an nindependene' Chairman to arbitrate.· 

vlorkers .. went to prison or were fined. .. 

No employer was imprisoned; a few were fined until they 
learned from High Court Action resulting from Ultra 
Electric sacking a w:> man steward 11 to pay wages but not . 
employ". 
This was all Bevin legislation under a National .. Govornment~ 

· Revisionists sat on "lateness and absentee cornmi tte.es'' 
in · factorie.s and · had workers penalised oven t6 Court . 

. action resulting in imprisonment. · 
·war Years 

' Thoro was a groat acceleration of union roc'ruitment because 
of the ending of the depression, ~od by engineers 
particularly aircraft. Some joined C.P.G.B. Towards 

· the end of tho war alleged membership was So, 000. I>iany 
joined because of Rod Army successos8 

1940. Swifts Scales. 7 Shop Stewards including a woman were 
charged at ·the Old Bailey with strike, arising out of the 
di smisssl. of the Convenor, a .Jamaican, under Regulation 38AA. 
They wore convicted and received 3 year sentences, suspended 
when the U.S .S.R. entered the war. This again was the work 
of · .i3ovin undo·r a ·National Government. 

Up to ·1938. The Noans Test. An unemployed worker• was entitled 
to 13 weeks dolo and then had to appear befor.e a Tribunal 
to prove he was .in need. As the nood grew greater, fathers 
or brothers couJ.,d be called upon to support the worker. This 
led to the break up of families, sons had to leave homo or 
fathers left and the son kept .the family. 

Govurnmont Training Centres wore sot up peopled mostly 
from the North and Wales • 

. nslough Concentration Camp 11 whore husbands and wives met at 
the boundary of camp. 

' •, '' 

1931 ·Cuts in wages, particularly an ong onginoers. National 
Government formed under HcDonald. All social services wore 
cut, including Civil Service, education etc. (The Geddes Axe) 

1931 Invergordon ~utiny because of pay C\lts. 
Alexander the Co-op Chiof First . LorP, of Admiralty 
Sailors won · 
Cuts raised 
2~ - 3i million unemployed out of working population of 
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1929 

1927 

1927-

1926 

1925 . 

1922 

'.3. . .... 
.r ~, 

18 million 

This was rosul t of tho u.s. f.in~n,cial crash which led 
to the doprossion. 

Norman, Govorno,.. of the Bt;lnk of Engl~nd closed tho 
shipyards. The MI'"'St dopros'sod city was Whi tohaven in 
Cumborland. · c ·. , , r . 

The Unemployed Str\lggl'o's - A fight for maintenance d'!' 
work. Hundreds of peop.a.o loarnt .to deal with bureaucracy 
under l.fo·an .Test bu.t thoro was an. _in~bili ty to involve those 
who wore · wozlkilfg. · · · · · 

i ! . :) ~· .. 

Trades Disputes ~Act. 
pay the political levy. 

~ .. 

A worker had to contract-in to 

Mend Turner. ' Class collaboration of. T.U.C.. ... 
(Mond in Nickoi, ••philantt:lropist", Turner lo.ade.r 9.f T.U.C.) 

General Strike. 
Started by miners bocauso of wage cuts • . 
Joined by .all trados. Triumvorato wore Minors .. , · Rallwa·Y'tn~~ ... 
Transl;)ort. 
Failed. 

First battles of miners over wages. . _ ....... _ ·.t 
.. 

' . 
13 weok lock~out of. engineers. -26o,ooo • . workc~s. 
Days ~ost J.J~ ~illior1, . , . . .· 
Ost.<;msibly · struggle a.bou t managerial functions and 
ovo'rtimo. Executi vo of · Union. racommonded acceptance 
anci. of York Memo, Procqduro 1;;~ . institute >qqangos 
pohding, nogot1ations apd employers t~r: .bo 'Solo judges 
of necdJ1s~·ty for overtime. ·MGmbors·rojccted Exocutivo 
c:ouncrt'·'by 5o,ooo. to 35,ooo, and lock ou.t ·'tiosai?-,. 

1920 ·' :. Jolly Gcorgo • Dockors refused to assist · into:r.vention 
i~ .; O.gO..inS·:t u.s.s.Re ,· ~. · :·.H·~ J,~ 

1919 Unions had roached poak 

Pol'ico on striko 
.•, . ·• -····· ·-·· .... ' . 

·: ·1. P.ight f9r roduction of hours, Glasgow 47 hours 
London. 44 hours ·. 

Clydo rovol t in War yours, economic;; ront.' battlos, .: -.. · .. 
. accused of . sabotage against war c!'fort • . 

• ' f . ••• ·' 

1921 Enginoors asked for increase but ans·worod by proposed 
15~ .cut on pioco; work. Put to ballot and. workers .by small 
majority accepted. ·· 

A.E.U. sufforod· fi:rst sovore defeat at);d mnployors 
gain6d'£5o,ooo,ooo~ a your. · • 

Between 1910 urid '1926 thoro was perpetual war 'bq workOJ"S on. 
employers altornat6ly attack and' defence thus. 38'; ooo; ono. 
days lost in strike; ·in 1912. . ' 

1900 r, er Q>sborno ·Judgment • . 
Osborne, a member of the Amalgamated Ra!lwa~Enginoors, 
with help of capitalists, argued that_ Trade Upions could 
not use funds for politica~ _purposes. Woh case. 

Janua.t-y 1906. Gonoral Eloction. ,)O ihdQpondent candidates, . 
pledged to ropoal Toll Vale judgment, stood representing 
thG Labour Reprosontativo Committee. 29 headed poll. 
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4 
Iri;' addi tf:Otf "'12 workmetf, mo.s.tly m:b;lo::c~?-, ... we.re <;)). e ctod under 
the auspices of tho Liberal l?arty. ..A.ll .. c.ame over,· to the 

1871 
1872 

Labou;r -Pa·rty .. in 1910. .. . 
L·egal~ :~~·o·~·gnition ~df :T;~d~ .U~ions··~ 
Union of Agricul tu:-al Workers 

.. t· 't -··. 

1880 ·.::) Now · J'Un:i-onism:'r 'of .-:'~tirtskil-lcd''·::~~:;l'.kors . , . , 
'r~ ,. • • r .. - . • • • 

1870~1914·, I).Q1)rossiqfi •. · · ·: ·. ' Mar_xisn). ·. · Partios·~Europo ;. · •· 
- , . - ". . '· 'j ~ ' . ! .. ' ' - • f -

1873-1896 Groat Depression - Wor;Ld Wide . 

1871. Nipq Ho.t+r~ Lougu() qcnt:r,qd. ir;t Nowqastlc- on-Tjno .• 

1868 T~ados . Union. Cong~o~~-: ~~dor copt~ol of .~'Junta'' 
Allen (Enginc'Grs) . Newton -o.nd:, Applogartp. 

'· . :-: . . . 
1858-6.7 Trade's Councils formed to · doal with ioc~l omergcncios . 

• r; , 

1860 London Trades Council, or'i.gina t.ing in a .. strike commi tteo 
·:. supporting Buifding Opcrati.vos 

1•856;..62 Co.:vtols Trusts 

Bank Charter 

. ·l' 

.-Limi tcd Liabil1ty (J'ompanios· and Joint Stock BO:riks -~: 
: , . ~ ., :. , , • . · • •. . · • .• • . ' •·. r . ~ ~ " · .... , . •. . l • ~ ~ 

1848 Louis Blanc followed some · ideas ·~o-r .French Revolution . -·· ~ 
·11 ' • • ~ • • .. ~. • .' -

.. Influoncod bourgoo~s., intolloctuals ·. ·: · 
.. ·. '( •; •[ 

l(_ing~loy (Water. Babies) · Hughqs (Tom BroWI1 1:s· Sctfooldays ) . 

·~:.Formation of Christian Socialists · . 

'. J: , ,S:YP;d.ic£;tlist8 ·:: '~Trndo :Unions wi~ 1 not o~;J..Y; st*'j ko for 
!oss work and moro wagos, but w~ll ultimately abolish 

.!:l..t: wagbs,- bocomo .tho'ir .. own mo.stGo;r• . and work fOr O'f:l.Oh other;: ... · 
labour and capital will no longe r bo s aparat~ b~t . ~hoy 
will be indissolubly join9d toge thof' in the .ho.nds ·of tho 
work-man o.nd work-womo.n11 wrote "A Moriibor of 'thd Buildo:r'' s · 

. Union.'' · ,r 

, Positivists Professor Boe sloy ·following Augusto Comto 
tried to come to · torms with workers bolioving that 

~ 11$ocio.l rogono~ation could bo ac.hiovod by applica tion of 
. . scionco' to s?.yiy.ty and ;polftics . lt '.· '.: ,. · .. . . 

1838-48 Chartist Movement 
1842' :·, L.ord Sh.att'o~buryts · Bill~ ·:.l Womorl and childrori no longer 

.; to work undorgr·o'\lnd. 'in min·os . . '. 

Erigois · said of · Irish workers in ~.giund -"t.b6 . m,ixing of 
the moro !'a.cilo, oxcitablo; fiery'·Ir.ish _tomp o_rrunont with 

' ~ho sto.bloJ 'roasonihgj p crso.voring ~nglishl must ~ in t~o . 
long run , bo ·productive bnly of go-oO. for botp. . " ' . ·. 

18'34-4<> 
1834 . ·.· 

Chimney Swoop Acts ·, .· · '· ··-

,Gl'apd Consolidated Trade Unidri' ( owdri)' I : . 

) . . ~ . . . . : ~ : .. :· . . .~: .: .,· : . . . ! ~ 

- · a~r~cul:turf!l worker~ d_op<a}tpd to Tolpuddlq ·Martyrs 
.A us tro.l fa~ • · .. ',.,,. . ... • i '' 

~- ' ·union c'-llaraed. ' . , _1 • • 1 .-, f .•. '( 3_, 

18J3 ~ : :-. ·. Rol iof of Pd,;r . ~ ap~ onha:oiland . : S~ubsi4y b f ,rarmo1rs . 
• •· , . . . ·' :; • .:'·.. -. , r,;; ' . . :. . 



. ; . . . " 
' · .. 

1824 

5 
::c,. · ' ''·:r-iahi.fosto' of' 'the• Productive Cla.sso;s: of' G~oo.t Bri-tainr & 

r-i'oiBbd: . 'Was addrof:!Jsd:l to: tho · na6vorrkortts nnd People of' 
tho Continents of' Eurono and of North arid South American 
commencing 11:Mon of tho,Groat Family · Of' Mankind". .. I 

Thoro vJaS .dis CUSf.:..on of cOmmon . ull io.nco with ' trade 
un:i.onis;ts of' .England, :Franc'c & Germany -and ' sympathetic 

·suppor-t' for B:e;l os, Belgium ' and Lyons Weavors ~ 
I'rifiuonco 9f' 1830 French Hbvoltition. 

'\Largo Scale Industry did not' create tho prdl.otariato 
or capitalist organisation, it c·onrol'otod their evolution" 
Hanto,n a Fre ncl?, Historian. 

Before the Industrial Rovolution thoro woro persons working 
in f'nc tories. .nih ov.:.)ry pn.rt ·. O.f' ·Europe 20 workmen sorvo 
under a master f'or one tqa t i .s , indepondont'';; Adan Smith 
in 't\'Vbalth of Nat.fons~"· ·· ·· .· · · ·- . -· 

._. 
11Tho Industrial · 'Rovolut~on tllro~ ,open tho':'d.oors to 

.. adventure; ontorpriso 'o.rid incius~ry . cmd thq. mon who prossed 
in woro spinnor•s, weavers apprentices, anyone who could 
borrow. a li ttlo m.onoy and wasnrcpnrod to .work l:i.ko- 11/' c:. r 

ill .. · • . • • • • • • • _L ••. ~ .:. . , , i. · . , ( .· t.- , 1 .' : __ : , 

slave [,md to livo liko a slave master, : Many co.mo · from 
yeoman stock- Robort Owon was npprentfcod~to a small 
shopl,tcepor and sot up · in business with £100, borrowed from 
his brother, ·a :mitl · ownur Brothcirson ·l'l.ri.d ' b o0n a schoolmas t or. 
Gaskclll ·' r crmct:i:•ks that f'ow who ont·2lrbd thb · tl'iidc wcro 
rich ••• the me:q. wl:;w_ did ostablish_- tho,m~ o1 vos woro pa:i,::;cd 
by their own e.fforts pi.ishipg thoir. advaric'O by unceasing 

: cxor~ions, having a _vary li ttlo cupi-tc.l to stc.rt with ~I 
·· oven none at all s r1.vo their b~ labour'~ · ·= , • 

. _,., :·Hanlmond-S. J 

hTho ,blind 'Motco.lf ha d found th·) art. ~} mak:tri.g i>~.;~ds; 
TQlf'o.rd,. a .. shepherd Is son' hL~d .thro~r:i a briog'o 8.yr,9SS tho 
Mono.iSt.raits; ~ho illit. ;rat() Bripdloy, thoavt ·o:r 
buildingqquoducts; Bell, a millwrigP.t's,.;npprcri~:i.·Co,' had 

. : l uunqhod the f .irs.t .• ste_£.l,mnr on tho Clydoj St~phopst9·n, tho 
son of:: a firom,D.n ha d dri v on 'tlis first. rail way .. qng4.nc; 

.. , whil,~ 11 long linp "of inventors. and orgii.nisor :t' <.:.··· ylo:tt, 
• 1\r'k~~ight, \~odgcwood~ . Crompton, Ha rgreil'vos .a:pd pth.)rs -
by tl;lo ir po.tio.pco ~nd. the;ir couro.go o.nd t _hc ir imagina tion 
l:l,i,td , .l;w t-vw on them made. England tho · Horkshop of th'o 'world." 

··, •• • ' • ' • • h · - ··:. 

i'ho · n e w il'ldustrial masters, not necessarily, tho inventors 
b ocaino v :J'ry ric.h' bhs od on the " 'lt-Jo+>k of chil-dron.-· 

\ ' ... '. : . . . : ~ ,··: .-· ' ·. . : ' 

Engols claime d worke rs not r eligious (Lancashire) · 
·: Ef'f'octs .. of': ·f1dthodism against struggl e <{)f·: ·•ot~orlro~'s\ Suhdhy 

scpools'. · '' · · · · · _·, · · · : ~ ·, ,: , <_;: · 

Repe al of' Comb inn tion Acts. 
. ,, . : .. / 

., 
. ; . 

Francis Place devotod 1 ife to this.·' · Ho was T i:.) formor, 
wantpd industrial peace, becE.J.mo .M.P., , thought., T.U. 's.- .- .. 
~ould ·withe r · p wa;;;,; but p~ogro,.ssi vo ·. i :n, t ,info ;U,:r:·d · ~f-ac o' . · 

: .1'820 ., ; · Ca to. ·stroo t ···canspir:·a,cy. London : bo.~s os_ , , tno'o ting·s·':ylam1ed 
~; industrial cities. ,· -Shoemake rs·. supl;:>ortodr: p1. t·fn, 2SUpP.orted 

by .Irishmen planning "to stir up Low·; r Ordoi's ~~ of Irish 
to , Ro.b o:l:l:1on". - Consp.i~.?;tqrs. o.r;r>os t c,d . . Wl,d .:lo,a9:e:rs hanged. 
Er1ding .of' "Old Radico.l~sm..'t.,~ · . .. ; · ·· 

. ~·. 
.[. 
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'· ; ' 

1Bl6~2o Radical is~~ ;~. ':;M~~6pnp~rs,,.-: '~:Bl:ack Dwarf'1 • nPolitic'al 
Rogistor!t ,:: 1~Tho Gc)rgon11 '<(q.J.:moa ·a t working class 
~ovomonts) .. ,,. - ., .- · ·-· -· · · 

1817-22_.-, .. ·::: Contest fori. : iborty. of tho Press.· 
. :· . •"1 J .: :~··•·;'· . .'.:. . . ' ' ,. 

Effo,ct ·.of the Press such as oo ovo 11a lino of· 
demarcation .was drawn botwoon tho dii_'.;fp!r ~:nt ranks 
of society and a roote d antipathy' and -ferocious spirit 
of rot,[Lliatio;n was ongondor od in . tho minds of tho 
labouring class 11

• In the _North this no-t; so offoctivo, 
moro influential fri endly socioti'os arid trado uni ons. 

·. 1819 , r . . Poto:rloo. J8o:,ooo. domnnding universal ~.tJ.ffrago, ballot 

.':::· 

ropoal Co.rn L·aws. · · ·'·' · 
Att~ched by _ye omanry cavalry_. ·Many kilioa; and 
wounded. · ' . 
This pe riod of Olivor tho Spy and other spies and 
provocateurs/· ·· 1'; • • · 

Te rm 'tAristrocracy of Labourn usod, skilled craftsman 
.. :ha~~ng pride • 

• _I_ l .:J'::: ;yr, t1' .:; 

18ot;YllB:3'0~· P.6pUlatiori of Greate r London roso> by: 865-,000. to 
· ~, ~ 11~5oo1 Qoo~ 

1 .·,.. ~ :i . ·: ,· · r ··· . { -·f . ~-,. . . 

-50 .. Another mtllion peopl e . ,. ' ' ' . 
:,Thoy livO.d~. in "rookorios':t .London· was a "soworn. 

:i:n tho ;ne w-. :tovffis '. o 'f thO north ' conditions as bad. 
. . ..• ' •. .: -' .• '-f .• -.. •. . . . ~ ~ · .. · -· •:'/ -~ _; ~ ·" • . ~ • 1 ~ 

1823 · '', ~>WagcYs _b:f· We avors 4/lOd- a· -we'Ok~ 

-• . itwo cannot, ho:~r without strong -e~~-tions our rno:lachan ts 
bo?-st :::- :tl;lo_.~· ability to undorsoll all othe r 'Ji!a tions' whil o 

._. that ab;LJ,.ity is acquired by r e ducing lis to tho Borders of 
.... :; ': Starvatibn aha ~keeping us ond r omovo·: .. fr'om Slavo.rtf'·'. . 

Tho applic tt:tiCm ~ -o-r ;:many thou:s ~rhds of p~-owe r looms' 'to weaving 
a t tho t :i:fuo .Whon thousands oi' in'anua l wo:av ors r otur-h od from 

· ' the Army ·wa s- 1DTtogotho\r> unno c&s sary, . bo causo by: .thn t 
·- .l • · ~- ·Rodu Ctioh··:. tlitf : .... _n\iints-Or-- o~r- Wb aV-OPrs· was more :thani.r-suff~ic i ont 

. ' t, 6 ; suppl y'i ttib · d-omand~:~_~) Powor~l ooms by domini Shing:L'-t ho demand 
t .~: 1for manual labou~ 'n iJ. S; ':put the m'anual wo~vo'r in .:th-b powe r of 

·~ · l:ii s o mployor. ,., .. ,. Thb ,]}rtplbyO:r s tC&n throw t _lioir '"Woav.'c rs out 
~~c~. · ·· 01' EmJ?loy w~on thoy·: rft'oas o without ;)i njury t o tt!oms olvos 

>tfhil o '-thousliri:d's '' a r o gl ad ·o f Employ ·at·~any wa ge s whatev er. 
r~·~o . ·)}I1,d ~t:oi .. ~~-:.l;C)ng _o_:r:p.ur,od po,vor~.tY,- 1;8;8, ;·rna,d.e ;:.tqof? J.ncapablo of 

rcmov~~g to; p tb.or - place s. -Now . + .. s 1.t no~ 0y1dqpt tha t 
Einpiojors :h avo mor o powor ovc':l:r . Workme n than any class of 

.. _mori Ought to·.:h av o?n :). ' ;_:- c_l , .i':> ~-- . · ·'·r 
. : :-.. ·~· :_; ; -~ • : ·. :· .. ; : , ( ' r ~~ . . :.. · ·-- ···~· ~- ·, ... : . . . . ... ,.. :.: ; ·._. 

18i 9- t\'Six Acts", suppros s od public.:c'moo t i ngs; onf;tl:fJ;o:<l magi strate 
to s e arch for a rms, subjoctod all working cn ass ' p ublications 
to crushing Stamp duty ~nd :'rundcrod i rrioro s'tringont law of 

1812 

s d·d i tious 1 ibol fi ·· _-~ · · 
( . ... . 

Luddism. Machiri:c b :N9aking long tradition. 
Lu4~!tos w9ll _ o~gaB~~p~, ~ocro t, ~opt ou~ spie s. 
Focus of confusod lnsurr,octionary : t9nsioti~ 12,000 . troops 
• t •· · a - -·• · <.- • .J! .. • l · ." f l l 

ln q.J,.sturbod q.rous , ,,,gr,oa:ttor forc o t nan W~llington h a d a t 
W,i).torioo. ·· · :- · -_- '.:· . ·· ·;_:,, , ·· ''· 

Lord Byron in Houso of Lords oppose d Bill t .o.t .mako fram e
breaking a c apital f olony. 11Whon o. proposal 1e mado to 
emancipa t e or r oliov o , you h osita t o , you dolibor u t o for 

. ·-
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7 
years; but a doath-bill·must·be passed off hand , without 

. ·a. thought . C?f· the consequen~osu . .. ·, .. 

1811-12 :' Economic cr1.s1.s . Unpopularity of French war; 

1816-17 

1810 

blockade by FrPuce and England•and sevorance. of American 
trade; poor harvests arid high :pricos lod to · unrest . 
MacJ;line bre.El.\ting started by .hand lo.om weavers but embraced 
others . Strong in Wost Riding of Yorkshire, Nottingham, 

. Lo.ncashi ro. . ··· 

Some Luddites oxocuted or transported . 
Because of: Comb inn tion Acts th,ero wo.s groat socrocy 

in Tro.d9 U:r1;ions ·: . Oaths tak9n, guards at door, fines for 
indisc~otion otc. · · 

Society of Iron· Foundor . .s met on dark nights ip. 
peaks- and moors of Midla nd C,ountios . · ·· 

1799-1800 Combination Laws brought ill ogal Jo.cobin o.nd trado 
unitm·· ·strands together . . 

1726 

I · 

1799 Bill introduced by Pitt himself, then Chancellor 
'lto prevent unlawful .comb:inations", it created now 
crimes of so ;i.ndofini t.o a no. ture that rio j ).urnpyman 
or workman will be safe ln holding any 'conv·orsntion 
wit.n another on the subject of his trado ·or employment . 
"A --single master" said Lord Jeffrey "was ilt libd'I~tyT · 
at any time to turn off the whole of his. workrilon o.t 
once if they would not accept of tho wcges he chose to 
offer·. :But it mnde· an :offonco· for tho whoi o ~'of tho· 
workmen to leave that m!istor at once if ho :ref'·used to 
givo, the wagas they 'chose to rciquire . n Employers 

_could use thrp.at of prosecution to pr.evont evon 
beginning of resistance . · · .. · 

Tom ·Paino .Rights of mon! Exiled . 

Cobbotts P~litical · Register. ·. Popular with factory 
workers . 

· 'Truck Act. . Origin of "Tommy rot'• • M~stors paid 
wago s by mcc..ns of Tommy..::shops and token~~.' not only 
could they reduce wages but raise pricos .. l:n own shops . 
~/3rds of w~ges in somo trades paid in sugar, soo.p 

· · c'arid1'Cs otc . · · · 
Throughout eighteenth century domustic system in 
industry gro.dually giving way to factori3s, at first 
small . .., 
Inventions o . g . Ko.up fly:ii1g shu~tlo. . . . 
So.co:qd Enclosure Act O.riving moro people from country 
to . towns . .. . , . · 
Famine a t .und of ·eighteenth ; nnd ,bogin.~.~ng of nineteenth 
centuries . . . 
Suggested that position .. o.f ·'d~y,-lal;:>ow.~rs roforrod to 
as a. kind o~ holl into ~hich ,peasants may fall if 
things not battered. "Freeborn men folt tha t to .go 
voluntarily; .into fnctory .was to ~ surronclor birthright 
defined by 4- Lovollor . ( Crqmwel,l' s Army) as . property 
in ono's own person and 1 o.bour . Ho '\iho~ght wage
labourers should not voto a s no longer freeborn 
Englishman. .. .· ... 

:; .. · .. 
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1757 

8 
Strikes among hatters. 

After striko in clothing industry J.P.s no longer 
o.ssossod wages but loft ... to t:reo bargaining. In spito 
of various Cow~inution Acts Unions still fairly strong, 

.disguis9d us c1ubs or frio~dly . societios. 

1726 Riots nnd loom ·bro . .aking in wool-combing • 

1720 

1719 

1698 

1'670 

. Comhinntions of. ¥~rkors soye i'cly r.oprossod. 
·~ , . 14 years transpor~ntion for using violunco 

disputes, dea th for .. wilful ,machine brouking. : 

· 7000 journeymen tailors in·' London struck. 

. . . 

in labour 

· Combinnti6n in th~tt particular industry forbidden by 
Act of Parliament. 

Koolmon of Newcastle struck Jfor higher wn.gos ;nnd a 
regiment of soldiors nrid a· mnri-o.f-war sont against them. 

Irish worker industry kil1:od by pl·oblbi,j;ion of oxport 
of work except to England. . ·; 

By 1674 Notharlnrids,' most dangerous · commercial rival 
boo. ton •. Navigation Acts of Charles II destroyo4_ ..Irish 
tro.do. . . . ., 

Hudson ··Bo.y Company. Charle s· II struggle with 
French,.' -~ · 

16th & 17th Centurios. · English, Fre'rich and Dutch a.s traders 
followed Spanish and Portugeso conquests in Now World. 
Groo.t mo.rchont princes in Britain• . 

. .. In the .s'ovontoonth . century. many of the independent 
·.loo.dminors of Derbyshire ceased to own t~o mines thoy 
workod 'and bocruno wago-lo.bourors employed by Capitalists. 
The :f'roo · tinnors of Cornwall also. b e came ·dependent. 
Aftor 1640 Manorio,l tenants lost rights to :work coal on 
thoir land in the · coal boz.:.ring srens. 

1600 

In 1665 a soap mo.kor of Shield hnd 1000 workers. 
By 1700 the silk industry was orgo.ni.sod ih units of · 
5oo "-. 100 workers. . . . · . , .. 

• • . • . •' • • J 

Elizabeth I _ guvo Eus~ !~din Company first Cha rter. 
Others wore to Turkby, -Lovant·, Musc'Ony, ·Eo.stland .. 
·(Bnl.tic Tro.do). · · '·.. , .' : 

'' •·• ' ' 1 } 

"Th.o grpatos t triumph of thq 'l'.uO:or.s was · the ul timn tolr. 
successful assontion of a roral: monopoly of violonco. ' 
Gunpowdor h~lpod expansion .. o~ . t;oWn.s bocnuso .~issolution 
of ·.lflo,ns.stcrl.os broke up f eudO:l households, onclosuro 
of wusto land, "The sheopo have oa.to up. man"-. Sir 

·: . . . . . ~ . ·. 

Thomas M~ro , ~ndo more· people _do.Pondent on wage labour. 
WQ.go Labour . opd Poor Law ris e togothor. ;· .. ~, 
EliZfl. OOthon Poor Lnw roprossivo. M~ve on. brand etc. 

... 1598 : . Gro ~t poverty and harstl roprossion .in Londo~ .• 
. A fam.i~9 _ye a r_. 2, 000. executed, .. mriny: for trivial 

· ,- thefts. ··_. .. · 

, By Tl;lirtoon th cdrttury wO:ol . weaving s.o; dovolop.o.d it). England 
· ·tho. t able to bo e xported. · ·· · ·· · 

By .. Sixteenth! Century ·wooJl?·n · industry staple; indu~ ·try und 

8. 
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in hands of capitalist employers who purchased or 

'·-·ngrow" oW!l ''wt:>ol- and--paid , v-mrkers to w.eav:o. .. it :i::n :. own 
homesc Domestic Systom. Increasing enclosures • 
Burleigh in reign Elizabeth l encoU).:'aged gLas.s .,, 
manufacture, ~oodles, cut+.ory, _ shipping, f1shing·, 
ship building.. · · · .. ~- · · 

1348-9 

Erided power of merchants ·ot ' liomsoati'c League (Northern 
Eilropo ) <, · · • .· · ·C· " 

Bla~k Doath hast·~nod d6,C'ay of manorial ~ystom ·and 
sho.;ttoi'ed odonomic .,b.asif:! of · f _oudal system by eliminating 
~/3rd to ! of poputa tiori of England. ··. l:Jabour scarce.; 
Peasants moved on$ so lost rights of common land and 
pasture. .Lords oncl-osod land for sheep runs. Now 
landless labourers. · 

Not _qloar differuncos and likonossos botwo6n Gilds 
and.~Modorn Trade Unions. Theories: 
a) · ·Predecessor of modern Employers' Assoc.iation 
b) Predecessor of modorn Trade Union 
c) Self-gpvorning body of craftsmen initia ting own 

trade regulations \-li t.h authority of magis tra to, 
for good of citizen, yathor like a sub-committee 
of •. a pros on t Town Council. 

In 14th Centu~y q.ild_s started .to become livery companies 
receiving thoir charters from Edward III~ ·-'l'he Craft Gilds 
wero reconstituted as Charte red Companios.nnd poor men had too 
little capital to compote with wool:thy traders. Yeoman now 
trained workmen omployod by livery men; .the yeoman organised 
strikes tq k;eop up wages aided by the unapprenticed serving 
men pf : tclEdr· crnft. · · ·· · . , .: .. . .. , · . ;-. 
Becaus8 of mili taricy of town workers, · cloth (worsted)" 
manufacturers moved to country whore workers asked loss, 

,By Cl;lau<?or~s day rurQ.l cloth industry organised by capitalist 
cloth'ier whb brought the• wool · and distributo.d it. for ca~ding 
and . spinning 'to country · cottages. ·Ho collocto_d:: the ·sp.un 
wool and took it to we avers then shour ors, ful~ors and dyors 
- from craftsman to craftsman until the finished cloth 
was _roady for hi,m to carry on pack horses to market, 
Steady'- grotwh df' cloth industry dovoloped this • . 
From tho 'Twelfth c ontury fulling mills and water powGr used, 

... i: 

, ., 
' . 
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SHORT NOTES ON MINERS IN NORTHUJvlBERLAND AND DURHAM 

Very 

1662 
ea.rl y combination. 

2000 - per•ition 

1671 riots in Newcastle-on-Tyno 

1725 ttThey spit upon a s -tone as a token of solidarity''. 

1710-12 ·> Stl:'iko'S against OWtlerS taking ld lyV,:'( for hospital • 

1765 

-!'· \, 

.,. 1810 

.. , .. ' 

Struggle against ownors attempting to bro.ak yearly 
bond (a.ctual1y 11~ months) so minors could not go to 
Poor Law which required 1 year, turning it into a·· serf 
system. Owners withdrew, · 
"How can one take proceecHngs against a General 
combination of 4000?tt 
Bla.ck lists and advortis,emonts "Wo earnestly ask all 
pors.ons not to rotairi o~ employ any pitmo.n". A 
docii:ir,ntion of pitmen ttin rulswer to sevornl scandalous 
and .fi:iko reports - tho honourable gentlomon sock to 
reduce the industrious poor to tho grea test misery -
th'?Y . conj octuro to tako away tho ancient character 
of thi~ kingdom as ·a fr bc nation." .. · 
\vagos 1/- ~ w~ok · . ,._ .<' . , . 
Butter6d) . ''··· . a pound · · :'' · • 
Mont 3d}. .. . · · ··) :J. , .•· 

·. . : -~ ' . . ' ; ..... '. ~c.: J -· . . 
.- - Fought .agains.t bin9-f..ng: {lrtq against .fines • 

Hundreds nrr:.ostod a:nd . put in.;;Bishop '.s Stables. 
Lost after negotiation. · · · 

. 1819· ·: Struggl·o_ agp.inst fin9s o ,:g! :los'ing. ~hole cost if cove 

'•. -~<. -·· - •• • 

c, 

1831 

. (bnsket} of coal shou]d mousuro io ss' .• . · . ·In ono pit wago 13/6. · ·' · · ' · .-· .. _; · 
.;_; . . : c·nnaio )' ) 

~ ·~ . . 
call or 
ront 
Pick 

~ 1/2! 
) 

'· ) 
) 
) 

. ·, fines,. ' _; · ' r< •• 1 .;.·· . 

_:. 
., ,. ,.., .• . 1 ',J.f' I 

1
' .• --~ 

·so 2/?"!c:l. dod-uc.tod from wages. 'J.·:·:n >5: 
. ' . ' • ' ·• I ! ~. !:, • I ' l 

_,-:·'"vie .aro ·not . igno~ant . of. the groa t · expense incur'rod in 
the · .. working oil tho mine; y ot princ'el y fo.:t•tunes· have 
bcon _-: amo.sscd l:>y o1;1r ompl oyors and oYeii t:J10ri .frorri our 
r~ks . ha.ve :grown riqh by tho ipmolumcuits coming from 
tho mines;; 1

' ; . :·:-: . ·: --:::, · ,.~ . ::!·c·T . 

By 1830 
From 1825 

wagos ·· 8/;.'t 10/; 
15/- guaranteed 

20,000. demonstration on Town Moor, Newcastle against 

1) 9 day minimum for pay~ Employe rs tried to 
close pits for threo d ays b oforo 9 days 
complotod 



1832 
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2) against 14 hour day for boys 

''Again another articl o binds the boys to work 
14 .hours from starting becaus e of journey to 
faco, leaving only 7 or 8 hours a day for every 
other purpose of lifo. 

3) against workers being dependent on signing bond 

4) against finos 
Negotiations lod to winning two demands after concession 
of 12 hours for boys 

1. 33/- fort~ightly minimum 

2. no fraudlont fines 
Owners answered that minors earned more than they 
stated rmd that if they got what they wanted 25% 
of minors out. 

Strike. From the Tyne 1Morcury 1 • "It is clear 
that tho servants have triumphed over the masters." 

Owners "We fear their art and ability in a.ppoals 
to tho public and their infinite discrimina tion in 
choosing del og1.1testt 

Profits increase. Now Coal Act . Wages paid 0a 

woight not measure. 
Import of load minors at 7/- 8/- a wook from Durham, 
Derby, Wo.l os 

~o~trayals of pitmon as overpaid relative to 
fishermen, load and tin minors. This persisted to 
Second World 111/ar ~ (the pi tmon and his Hhippets fed 
on English beef). . 
After 20 we eks strike lost. Union dissolved• 
"load minors assQ.ilod in Gateshead by tho pi tmons' 
wi vos who not only cudgelled thorn with words but 
with stonosn. 
Partial strike supported by 6/- in £1. l ovy on those 
in work. Some refused to pay. 
Hopburn, made paid organiser by tho men, blacke d -
becnmo a ragged hawker of to a . Suod for work at 
Felling. Accepted on cond ition of no moro union 
work. Ho said "If wo have not boon successful at 
least wo, a s a body of minors, have boon ablo to 
bring our grievances before tho public a nd tho timo 
will come when the golden chain which binds the 
tyrants together will bo snapped, whon mon will bo 
properly organised, whon coal ownors will only be 
ordinary mon and will h ave to sign for days gone by. 
It only noods drive to bring this about.n Thoro havo 
boon many thousands of heroes liko Hepburn who lose 
all and do not ovon get their names in the history 
books. 


