


8TUFF YOUR TRIBUNAL, SAY RITESON AND BLACKBURN

Having failed io quash the LSE studants mliftant oppesition to the cackdng of Nick Bateoon and
Hobin Bleckburn, Adsmao and Robbing came up with the idea of an "indepandant tribunal™ in

an attempt to hold hack the tremendous wave of opposlticn and condemnation not only from stu-
dents all over Britain, but alco from severs! Trade Unfons and Trade Unlon branches, The:
following is the text of the letier that the tno dismissed lacturers sant io Adams answaring

hig lateat mamoenvre,

Dear Adams,

We are in receipt of your Insolent lettar
of 1at May, We knew the contents of it
befors we received it hecause you had seen

fit to rolease it to the press before you took
tha trouble to send € 10 us,

This reveals very clearly tha inslhcerdty
and dighonesty of your promised “indapen~
dent tribunal to hear an appeal”. If you were
sinzerely concerned that justice should be
done, you would have consulted with us
befors anmonncing plans for an appeal board,
A5 yvou know vary wall, the contract hetwesn
the L3E and curselvas which you Lhave arbit-
rariiy revoked makes no provialon for an
appedl in th: event of dlemlssal. Tharefove,

“for the LEE authorlles wmlaterslly 4o

prepars for an appeal board ta as arbitary
and authoriiarian as their decislon to ignore
Artiolo 28 of the Articles of Asspdation of
tiie School, which guarantezs stalf members
fraszdom to express thelr oplnlons,

1i is obvinas o everyons why you have
inadz this move, TYour own Job and that of
Lovd Robbins, indead the position of the
antire cligue of self-appoint=d capitalist
manipuiators on the L8E court of governors,
is in grave danger, The students have bezn
enragod at tha attempt to victimise come of
shz individuals who supported the Unlon
dacisica to romove the gates that you 5o
arbitrarily erected. You hopalin cow thom
into submission, In fact they showmlgreat
eourave and fortitude in standing by thelr
principles, perhaps st the expense of fulure
comfortabla careers, Staff members also
hava taizen a stand against the dismissals,

recognising that if Article 28 can be aban-
doned once it may be abandoned agaln,
From all over the country trude unlonists
and students have been condemning the
viedmisations,

In 2 desperate attempt to stem this Hde
of public oppositlon you have now begun
scheming for an "independent board™ whoge
function in {act will be to ratify the decl~
sions the euthoritles have alrendy made.
In this way you hops to place a veneer of

Tagelity" and “impartlality' upon what was
too opzn & hatchat job dons by your own
little kengaroo coutt, You hope alsc, by
dalaving a deciglon for thres months, to
carry out your victimisations during the
summay vacation when thare will be no
gtud=nts arcund to protesat.

Indeed it is now public knowledge that
the whole idza of tha "independant roview"
wes hastily concocted few hours befars the
lagt mesting of the Acadernie Board in
order o forstail the vote of censurs which
it would otherwise hava passad. In clear
viglation of the motion passed at that
maeting the School authorities hove refused
to dimcuss the sotting up of the reviawing
body, zither with our represontatives or
with the representatives of studonts, siaff
and workers at the School.

Let ug make it vary clear to you that
wa have sean through your tricks and
that we wilt have nothing to do with the
LAhunal which you appear to invisage -
namely, one unilaterally end arbltrarly
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EE: RULING~-CLASS DUAL TACTICS
Luring May the LBE sirugple slackened off
and at timo of wrldng most students are in-
volved in exams and there 13 lfttle prospect
of another mass movement until Cctober,

The authoritloy, therefore, for the ime belng
have succoaded in getting awny with thelr
victimizaHons of students and ataff, and the
demands of tha students have not been mat,

One lesson that LSE students have heen
taught in the loat month is that the ruling
cless uses flaxbie tactica.  Students must
letrn from thelr enemies the Importance of
strategic enneistancy combined with tactieal
flexitility. Until recently the ruling class
amployad almoet exclualvaly a hard-line
tactical npproach--embodied in the gatos,
the brutsl new code of discipline, the closure
of the 3chool, the uge of pollea, the High
Court, injunctions, the sackings of lecturers,
the threatened disciplinnry proceadings against
studonts, ete, In Iiny, howevar, no doubf
paTtly bocause thay found the hard line was
failing to cow the students, thoy switched o 8
tactical soft Hne, First it was onnobnced
that there would be an "appeal board” to re-
hoar the Batogon and Blackbum cases. Thon
the twelve students nnd lecturors charged
with damaging the gates were elther let off ox
given ridieulously gmall punizhments, Then
the High Court threw out an applicaton by

the 3chool to have some students jailed for
breach of tha injunctions. Finally students wheo
wora up for discipline charges connectod with
th2 striks in April wero cither let off or glven
very minor susponsions,  All this servad to
sonfuse the mass of studomts who, encourngad
oy the LSE Uberala, wero willing to baliave
‘hat the authortties had changed thelr stratog-
ic goal of prasorving the statua quo and ds~
nissing thoso student- and staff who have dored
;0 chellangn thom., In fact, of enurse, their
sirategy has not changed, as wna made vary
:lear by Robbins in nn intarview publighed

n The Times on oy 12th,

-

Ruling clagses throughout the agas have
uscd duel tactics to prossrve tholr rule.
The stick and the earrot, the haowk and the
dove, the hangmean and the priest, the
Tapist and the seducer--the many dfforent .
imagee for the dual tactes of violencz and
doception show an apparent contradiction
but an underlying dialectical untty, The
stratagy is the samc--only tho tacties vary,
If this lesson is tnken o heart, not only at
18E but elsewhore, May will not have bean
a barren month,
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BATESON-BL/.CKBURN LETTER cantinuod.

established by thic gtanding committee
without any consvitation with cither
cursolves or tho L8E students and steff,
If you want LSE {0 return to normal and
il you want tr; hold your own pogition

as Directer, we strongly adviao you to
revoke the dismissals and to eell offall
the other disciplitnary actions in
connection with the gates.

Yours Sincerely,

HNlcholas Bateson
Robin Blackbum

May 6, 1969,

LR R R TR LR R L



