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BOLIVIA 15 A fandlecked country of no .
more than 6 million people, with the majority
of its population, airout-60%, still working on
the land as.peasant farmers. Historlcally it has
Lean one of the countries mast exploited by
imperiaiism. 1ts economy was massively de-
pendent on the sxport of tin to the impoerialist
powers - most importantly the USA. Exports
of tin amounted to 75% of all exports by

the 1920s and still amount te over 50% to- -
day. Tin production by the turn of the century
had come to Le dominated by thres massive
tancdy firms - Aramayo, Hochschild and Pat-
ino - which controlied 80% of the industry and ,
dominated the government. This oligarchy,
known as tite "Rosca’’ came to be kased out- -
side of Bolivia, firmly integrated into the bus-
inass communities of the imperialist heart-
lands,

The snormous superprofits extracted by
imperialism from Bolivia and the resistance to
paying taxes of the expatriate ""Rosca” kept
the Bolivian state chronically impoverished,

It was completely at the beck and call of
imperialisrn and cruelly subject to the vagarias
of the world tin. market. The $920s and 30s
saw Bollvia racked by economic arises as the
world slump preduced a dramatie falf in tin
prices, Tha failure of Bolivian capitalisrm pre-
duced a number-of mavements, often based in
the army and drawing suppert from the finan-
ciaily squeezed urban petit-bourgealsie, which
atiempted to challenge the grip of the "Rosca’
and negotiate a better deal with imperlakism.
The MNR (Movimiento Nacionallsta Revolu--
cianario) foundad in the 1940s was the most
influentlal nationalist party during this pariod
and becamae the feading force in the 1852 rev-
alution. .

Startlng 2s an attempted putsch by the MNR and
sectians of the militsry, the April 1962 reyolution
bacame an srmad Insurraction led by the most pow-
orful sectlon of the Bolivian warking class - the
Bolivian tin miners. 1t broke the assy regirne and
pleced Paz Estensorro and the MNR in pawer. The
MNR goveramant was a capitallst government, des-
wvita its rovolutionary nationalist rhetaric.,Under the
pressure of massive peasant land selzures it carrigd
ott a major land reform programme In Apri 1953,
Foreed by miners’ strikes and dsmanstrations, It was
compelled to naticnafise the three major mining groups
of the “Resca™ and lorm COMIBOL, the state min-
ing company, B )

But the regime exposed the chronic political
weaknesses of the Bolivian working class and its
parttes, In @ sitvation approaching dual power, where
the regime wos & highly unstable one, the left was -
unable o win 1he masses from the MNR. Indeed, it
did the oppasite, The COB supported tho govarn-
ment, having five "worker ministars" instafled ajong-

side the MNR, "o

THE ROLE OF THE P.O.R.

The POi’I, at thai time a united party, whole-
heartediy supported the entry of tha “worker min-
isters” inte the govarnment. They extended eritical
support ta it a5 a gavernmont in so far as it was
progressive and “fought the Rosca.” A resofution of
the POR 10th Congress {June 1853} reprinted with-
out estlcism by Loro In loter years states: *'Far from
advancing the stagan of the overthrow of the Paz
Estenssoro reglmo wae soppart It I ardar thet it
resists tha offansiva of the Rosea and we oall an
the intarpational pretetariat to defand unconditiona-
Ity tho Balivian ravolution and s transitional goy-
ernmant.” {G. Lora, “Bolivie: de la nalssance dy
PORA a L'Assemblee Populaire™ !, p.36). Whilst Jt {s
justified that ravoiutionaries would defend arms In
hand any such democratic government agalnst dom-
estic or imperialist resctionary attack, it Is wrong
to glva it political support. In fact, tha
POR faited to expose It os a bowigeols government
incapable of fighting reactéon, falled 1o cafl for Its
replacement by a revelutionary workers and pea-
san1s” government énd feled Lo raise to the lare
agitalion fer the erming of the workers and peas-
ants and the dissolution of the standing army,

The fallure to seize the revolutionary oppertuni-
tios afforded Dy the April 1952 revolution was to
cost the Bolivian workers and peasents dear. The
government demobilised the masses, rebuilt the
army and in afllance with the Bolivisn GP crushed
the left in the COB. By 1964, the army was sufficien-
tly confident to strike a1 the MNR gaverament and
re-intraduca military rule, The regime of General
Barrientos, which was marked by its subservience
to Imperinlism and s repression of 1he trade unlons,
invelving it in 8 serles of massacres of mine workers,
lasted until 1969 whan the general was killed in 8
helicopter crash. Ho was replaced by Generat Ovando.

1t #5 rare thet the same poiitical leaders are offar-
ed a second chance to carry out thsir respective pro-
grammes, Yet 1970 In Bolivia offered just such a
chance te the feaders who claimed to be fighting
for soclalism in Bolivia. it was a chance that proved
that they had learnt nothiag from their previous
mistakes.

The events of Qctober 1870 bore a striklng sim-
ilarity o thess of Apsil 1962, General Dvando,
under the impact of the epparent success of the
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A REVOLU

This article covers the ravolutionary events that

shook Bolivia between Octaber 1970 and

August. 1971, We offer no apalogies for sxamining events that took place moré than ten

years'ago in a small country in South America.

First, those events are rich in lessons for reve-

lutlonaries seeking to develop a programme which can lead to victory and working class
power in the imparlalised world. Secondly, many of the leading figures and parties in this
period of strugyle, Juan Lechin, leader of the COB {Bolivian Trade Union Cintre), the Boli-

* vian Communist Party {PCB), Guillerme Lora, leader of POR {Lora), Hugo Gonzales Moscoso

leader of POR {Gonzales} are still contenders for leadership within the Bolivian workers’
movement. Thay will undeubtedly continue to play an important role, following the return
to civilian government in Septerber last year. Therefore an examination of the politics which
inferm their parties, and their record during the revolutionary crisis of 1970/71, has much
mere than academic interest. Parts of this article are taken from a forthcoming book
peblished by Workers Power and the Irish Workers Group on the Fourth International (see
advertisement elsewhere in this paper. } We Invite supporters of either Lora's organisation,
PORIMASAS), affiliated to the Fourth Internationalist Tendency or of Gonzales's POR
{COMBATE], affiliated to the USFI, ta reply to the criticlsms made in this articla,

m

|

nationalist generats in Peru, proceeded to try and
renegotiate a betior deal with US Imperlelism, The
natignalisation of Gulf Qil was to earn him tha en-
mity of US imperialism and easure an attempted
right-wing coup, Da Qctober 4th 1970, General
Rogelio Miranda obiiged the US government and
staged sn sttempted coup. Hawever, socticns of the
army hesiteted and the COB called a general sirike
against the coup attempt. Miness armed with dyna-

_mite poured Into La Paz as the working class res-

ponded massively to the call, A "Comarde Politico™
was formed to organise the resistance. This political
command was made dp of trade union leaders from
tha CO8, including Lechin; organisations such as
the Sludent Fedoration and Peasants of the indepen-

* dent Bloe, as well as palitical parties; the MNH, the

PCB and POR {Loral, and others.
“LEFT”" BONAPARTISM

Having failad {o achleve 8 swifl coup the army
found itsetf facing a crisis similar to April 1952,
1t had 1o head off st all costs ancther defeat for the
army at the hands of the armed workers, t chose o
put farward its "left” bonspartist face, in the figure
of General Juan Jose Tosres whase bass fay |n the
airforce. Torres announced himself in rebeltion against
bath Miranda and Ovando, making & broadcast from
the El Alto alrforce' basa declaring for “dp anti-
imperialist revolutionary government of scldiars,
workers and students,” Time magazine reveaied how
this “rebelllan’ was arganised with the cennivance
of Ovanda: "Aftar moating with Ovando, Goneral
Torres sped to a mifitary baso outside La Paz and
qulolly rallied feft support. When Jeftist Air Force
pllots, flying vintage Mustang fightors strafed the
prasidantial palace, taking care to fire only Into tho
air- it wes alt over.” {Time 19.10.70).

in fact the general strike had already broken
the coup, and Torres provided a way out for the
army, even i it meant temporarily risking a “feft"
genoral, while they recrganised {heir forces, Torres
was quick to oblige, On assuming office he offered
Miranda 8 post “commensurate with his military
rank" {reported in Le Mondo, 26,10.70] while
Ganaral Roque Teran, a renowned right-winger, was
appointed commander in ¢hief,
While Torres was reassuring the willtery, and in
fact assurlng his own future downfall, he was also

Bollvian tin miners

buiiding up his reputatiosn as a left nationalist amon-
gst the masses, On his Inauguration, In front of &
crowd estimated at 40,000 ia the Plaza Murrilio,

Le Paz, ke declared: “We havae signed a pact of hon-
our with the COB and Unlversities to build a truty
Balivien and popular gavernment.” {Quated in
Behemia, 18.18.70). Indeed the Flest part of this was
trua. The faltowing day Lechin announced : “Wa
give fulp suppérl to General Tarres, to whose gavern-
mant we have appealied to purge itself of pra.
amarican alomenis and from witich we demand con-
stitutional Mbaortles and guarantees.” {latercontinen-
tal Press, 19.1q.70}

Tha Political Command had been in negoilations
with Torres sinca the first day of the coup. On com-
ing 10 power Torres offored the Command 256% cf
the ministrigs In the new govermmant-making sure
of course the key mipistries of the interior, finance,
ate were not on offer,) Later this was increased to
B0%.

Despite the pravious opposition of the miners’
unlons to a return to the "nagative experlance of
so called co-rule” which rapresented *'a betrayal of
the historle role of the workers” movement” the
majority of the Palltical Command jumped at the
opportunity to enter the government. What iIs quite
ctear is that even the POR {Lora} supported the
entr).of “worker rhinisters” into the Torres govern-
matit, rapeating their errors of 3952, Lora makes
this clear in hs own deseription of events: “But the
oppartunist tandency was brought under control
sinco the Cemando Politico was porsuaded {by the
PORA? WP) te attach such conditions for accepting
the ministries that they would have Saan sffectively
ramovad from tha control of the President, Thus the
minlsters would be appointed by the Caomando, which
would mandata them and recall them at any time;

a polltical adviser would work alonpside sach min-
istar etc. Howaovaer, this axpariment was never put to
the test, since Torras withdrew his offer.” (A History
of the Bolivian Labour Mavement, by G, Lors.) This
interesting "experiment’; as Lora chogses to eall it
was pothing new at all, It was no more than an
agreament to enter a bourgeois government and

had it been realised would have bean no different

" from the Menshevik eniry into the Russian Provis-

lanal Gevernment; and this afler the exparlence of
1952¢

JON DISARMED

A revolutionary policy should have Involved a
fight within the Political Command for the workers’
and peasanis’ organisations te take powoer. It should
have argued to break off negotistlens with Torres,
to kick out the MMHA, and for a cal} te every fac-
tory, mine and workplace to clect delegates to
igcal soviets and to a national soviet, convenred by
the political command. It should have called on

. workers to form thelr own militias and for the
fermation of soldlers’ committees in the army, theso
to sond dalegates to the soviets. it should have
fought for a workers' and peasanis” government dir-
ectly accountablo to the soviets, in order 10 open
tha road to the formation of a profetarian state,
The POR {iora) did none of this and the Political
Command effectively ceded powsr after the abaorted

* fiegoliations on “power sharing”. Defending this
position st 5 later dote Lora demonstrates a chronic
tailism with regard 1o the role of 1he revetutionary
party and its rolaticn to the masses. Speaking of
Qctober 1970 he says: “At this time to put oul
the slogan for seizing power would have Been the
Idea of a madman, This stagan did not corrospend
1¢ the dominant mood of tha masses whe did not
yet feal it an fmmediate need to build and con-
struct thale own governneat,” (Da la Naksance du
POR a ' Assemblee Poputaire.) That is, as lang
a3 the masses supported Torres It was madness to
ralse the need for their owa govarnment!

The explanation of the POR{Leral's failure to
raise these demands during this erucial perlod lies
in its cpportanist use of the anti-imparialist united
front tactic. As in 1952, with ils position of "criti-
csi support” to Paz Estensorro, the POA confused
the defence of a bourgeois government against the
threat of a right wing imperialist-bscked coup, with
oxtending politicaf support to such a government.

" This position had led to its acceptance of "worker
ministers” in 1952, It actually meont malntaining
en anti-impecfalist frant with & section ot the bour-
gecisie on a strategic basis. .

Thare is further avidence that tha POR(Lora) did
little ta challange the illustons of the Bolivian mas-
ses in the left Bonapsrtist Torses, On the crucial
question of armiag the workers and developlng
slogans and actions directed towards the breaking
up of the bourgeais army the POR either remainad
silent or sowed illusions in Torres. Lora obviously
expacted the “force of events™ to compel Torres to
arm the workers, He blendly stated: ‘Everyone (the
POR Includsd -7 WP} supposed that Totres, a friand
of Ovanda, would in view of the difficult situation
ho confronted have no alornalive but to arm the
poople, s tha anly way of strongthonlng his own
pasition. But a5 time passod the hope grew faintor
that a clash batween opposing sectors of the mili.
tary would enable the masses to szm themsalves.”

Lora and the POR werd calmly waiting for a
clash In the army between “progressive™ and “reac-
tionary™ forces, rather than #ghting for the arming
of the workers and the erganisation of rank and flle
sofdiers for a sharp clash with Torres. Yet, Torres
had kept the army intact and its dyed-ln-the-wool
coup-makers {n tha general staff, The burning issus,
fiterally in a life and death struggle for the working
class, was the struggle to break up the army asa
weapon of reaction, to win the rank and filo sofdidrs
to the side of the workers, thereby guarantesing '
that the workers would be armed and prepared for,
the inavitable coup atterpt, By the time the POR

" lL.ora) decided that Tosres was not going to arm the
workers it was too late. The army wos making ready
to strike back,

u

THE PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY

in January 1971 the right wing struck beck and
attempted to cverthrow Torres. The cowp based on
Ganeral Banzer's cadets and elemants of the Ingawvi
regiment, which had been the backbone of the Cot-
ober 1970 covp, again was met with a general
strike In suppart of Torres. The coup callapsed,
white 50,000 gathared In La Paz in answer to the
COB's call for a general maobilisation, To chants of
"Torres, soeialism, soclalism, socklism,” Torres'
reply that't will do what the peopie want me to do”
was greated with wild applause.

A direct result of the coup atternpt was the call
for a "People’s" or “Popular” Assembly, put out
by the Political Command. The Assembly, when It
wes convened, was to heve a majority of workers®
representatives, Workers' organlisations had 132 or
60% of delegates, 23 camo fram Lho Indepeadent
Peasants Confederation, 63 were allocated 10 petit-
Yourgeais efemnents such as professionals, teachers,
students ete, As the name Implies, tho Pecple's
Assembly was seen as the represontative of an angi-
Imperielist united front. Indeed the MNR, the grave-
diggers of the 1952 revolution, were only excluded
whon Torres attacked them for thair involvamant
In the January attempted coupl The political parties
of the Pofitical Command, afl of whom were ta be
represeated In tha Assembly, each developed thely
own perspoctive for the Assembly, The Stafinlst
PGB wanted ta build it as & popular front on the
Chilean modal in ordor ta mabilise support for
Torres. The POR(Lorsl saw it as part of a "Revoiy-
tlopary Anti-lmpertalist United Front” sut at the
same time declared It ap organ of "dual power
and a soviet-type organisation, which has made for
the predominance of the proletariat |y the revolut-
fonary process.”

In fact the Assombly wes a hybrid body, It was
@ prote-sovlet whose worker represantatlves could
have been transformed, under the correat political

CONTINUED ON PAGE 0
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Teadership, into @ real feading soviet. On the other
hand i was also a potentiat canstituent astembly,
with a!l classes represonted on & national scale. In
which direction the People’s Assembly developed
depended on how the revoiutionary forces within
it fought to bulld it,

A rovolutionary strategy should have involved
ensurlng that ail delegaies were elected by rank and
file factory and workpface committees |many dal
egates were eiected by the trade union leadershipsh
It sheuld have concentrated on bullding'other soviats
outside of La #az, spreading tham on a natjonat
scale, calling for tha construction of seldiers” commi-
tteas in the army and for their delogates to attend
such soviets, Oaly with such a notwork af locsl
soviets would the Assembly have truly becoms a °
contral, national soviet. it should have supported ¢
and encouraged the peasant Jand seizures that were

. taking place and organised the bullding of poor

peasants’ committess. Rovolutionaries should have
ratsed the slogan Al power to the Popular Asstm-
bly" and counterposed tha call for a “Warkers' and
Peasonts’ Government’* 1o ths bonapartist regima
of Torres, Abcve sil thoy shoufd have fought for
the arming of the woerkers, and the formation of

a workers' mifitia.

Guilferma Lora

This was net the perspective of the POR{Lor).
The POR opposed the sfegan of “'All power to the
People's Assembly™ as “ultra-left™: “The Assernbly
should pat itself et the head of an lnsurrestion, bul
It s anly at the oppartune moment, that is to say,
when tha masses havo concrately begun to dispute
state power with tha military govarnment, thal the
slogan “All powor to the Pepular Assembly™ should
have been raised. To do this in May or Juns 1971
would have hoen just empty rhatoric, an frrespon.
sible gamo, no matter how carefully peapla believed
thay wore elaborating the siogan.'’”

ft is the merest demagogy to stigmatise the call
for 8 workers' and peasants’ government or the
)sxpresswn of no confidance in Torres as an Tmme- .

y !"diate and sdventurlst eall to insurrection, This dama-

huu!w is an intaliibia sign of Menshavism.

' By poslng the question of power before the

masses, by developing concrete slogans thet poiat in
this direction,revolutionaries help lead the masses

socfalism passes, not through the road of proletarian
rovolution, bul tirough natiopallsation by the bour-
goois state of various branches of industry ond Lheir
transfor into tho hands of the workaers' organisations'
In Boiivia 3t was particularly urgent to dizpal the
illusion that Torres’ natienalisation plus participation
was 3 palh to revalution. It was designed to be a
block Lo revolution. Howaver, Lora, when the Assem-
bily sgreed to.accept co-management with an equal
aumber of workers and company represoniatives
on boards, plus the right to appoint a general man-
ager, precisely fell into the trap af suggesting that
this was a ravolution by the back door: “Whoaver
controls Bolivia's mines kecomes mester of the coun-
try. Proposing contref of the mines by tha wotking
class Impliod making the ofticlal governmont un -
warkable and rolegaling it to a totally useless rale.,..
Saoner or later the question of power would arise,

. Moreover 1he struggle to secure this co-participation

farwerd towards a revolutionary solution, The refusal

to do this is an abdication of the tasks of a reve-
tutionary leadership in favour of waiting for the
spenlancous upsurge of the masses. Lenln did not
walt for the masses to spontaneously calf for a
soviet state in 1917, He raised the slogan “All po-
wer 1o the soviets” - even whilst they wera led by
Monsheviks - as a means of winning the masses to
the struggie for a sovist state. In Bolivia the aiter-
notive ta developing the Popular Assembly into a
genuine soviat and doing this, In part, through the
call for "all power” to it, was to confine it to being
a talking shop, white relying on and supporting
Torras' reglimo unlil the dangur from the right had
passed.

In practice the Popu(ar Assembly which had eff-
ectivaly one session lasting 8 few weeks became a
parliament, representative of the masses but withaut
any powar, Terres,who st first refused to recegnise
it, later declared It a ““consultative™ body, Within
the AssemitHy it appears that the POR(Lora) and
the PCB acted as & voting blog, whils Eechin bal-
anced batwean this wing and the peasant and stu-
dent organisations. When the question of co-manage-
ment of COMIBCL came up, following a proposal
10 devalop “warkers’ particlpation” Tn the industry,
the POR{Lora) again showed itz Inability to offer
an independent class dead. Torres” offer wes quite
clearly designed to win suppart from the workers in-
order to demobilisa them in thelr indepsndent
struggle. Parlicipation In a key Industry would, via
the madium of state sppointed union bureasiceats,
underming an indepondant struggle for workers’
control of the Industry. Under these circumstances
participation, itself, was not ruled out, Trotsky was -
clear that wilhin state-capitalist enterprises in semi- -
colortizl - countrles, partictpation could, oaly
cowld, further tho strugglo for real warkers' con-
tral. However, e was clear that In no way should
such a tactic be dressed up as the strategy for soc-
falist revolution. Writing of Cardonas’ attempt In
Maoxico in $939 Lo enlist the partlcipation of wor-
kees within the nationsiised oil industry Trotsky
stated: “It would of course bo a disastrous error,
an outright deception, to assort that the road 1o

was the best means of mobilising the masses towards
tha capture of power.” (Gur emphasis).
if the POR{Lora} offored few correct tactics
during this revalutionary paricd neither did s twin
POR (Gonazales), This group as pari of the USF3 was
fuily committed to the guarillalst stretegy adopied
at the Ninth Worid Congress. The politics of
“‘guertlizism® had an sven more disastrous reegrd in
Bolivia than in other South Amaerican countries.
Guevara's gueriila “laco™ had been hunted down and
wiped out by Bolivia's US trained counter-insurgancy
forces in 1987, Remnants of Geuvara’s organisation
the ELN stil existed and in July 1970 about 100
giarilias, many ex-Christfan Demoeratiz youth,
opened a new guariila war ia Teoponte,
Four months later only slx survived having bean
mercilessly bunled down by the Belivian military.
This was the perspective the POR{Gonzales }
not only advocated for the Bolivian masses but was
setively Invalved in. As a rosult they had little in-
volvernent In the mass struggles which pravented
tha October 1970 coup, seeing them 85 meraly
sida shows to the “reai” armed struggle. Thus they
could argue in a statemam issued shortly after the

_ October robilisations “Tho revelutionary process

riganing In the vitals of the peaple in the depths of
the mines, in tha factorles and universitles,, has its
fullest expresslon in the armed struggfe and guerilla -
warfare,” [POR [Gonzaies) Statemant , Intarcontln-
ental Press, Nov. 1970, :

The POR{Gonzalas} 25 a result ware nat part of
tha Polltical Cornmand and were bureaucratically
oxciuded as a political party from the Fopular
Assembiy on tha initintive of the POR(Lors)/ PCB
bloc. While the POR {Gonzalest made a number of
coreact criticlsms of POR{Lora) for instance, over
the negetiations with Torres, they remained pofiti-

cally crippled by their “guerilialsm™ and “processism,”

While they called for an armed struggle 1o over-
throw tha capitalist regims of Torres, thoy were
incapabla of developing any slogans or tactics which
addressed the crucial guestions of soviets, soidiers’

committees or workers' militia. The struggle for power

and $he arming of the workars, was seen exclusivaly
In mititary-techaical terms . The construction of &
*Pgople’s Army" was seen in total isolation from the
pofitical struggle and its impact on the rank and file
trocps. Their attitude 1o the Assembly was ono of
passive propagandism equaliy as fatal as Lora’s app-
roach ¢ *'The laft wing to which the POR(Gen-
zales) balangs has deveoloped the idea that the Pop- -
ular Assembly would be » body that would discuss
natlanal problems and solutions for them but would
leava the power in tha hands of the mass argani-
sations {unlons, popufar mifitis ar Paople’s Army.)”
{Interview with Gonzales Moscosa, Aouga, 17.6.71L
So both the partles which claimed 19 represant
- Trowskyisr within the Botivizn working class ware
incapabte of tackiing the fundamental problems of
a revolutionary shiuatlon. Although their centrism .

Ganeral Benzer

took differant forms, POR{Loral’s adaptation to the
petit-bourgeols nationallst Forres regime, PGR(Gon-
zales}'s adaptation g the petit-bourgeois Castroite
and Guevarist currents, sade both partles shy
sway from the cruclal tasks confronting tham- the
construction of sovists and lhe fight for power and
the inlertinked task of breaking up the bourgeols
army. Both saw this fatter task as primarily @ tech-
nical ene. Troisky, drawing on the experience of
the 1906 revolution,summed up the imporiance of
politicel agitation and mass strupgla in the fight to
break up the army: “Tha Atmy’s political mood,
that grest unfcnown of every revelutien, can ba
determined ooly in the precass of a clash between
tha soidiers and the people.,.tha majority hasitates
and awalts an impulse from outsida. This majority
is capable of laying down Hs arms, or oventually

of pointing its bayonots at reaction, only if it bogins
to bollave in the possibility of a peopte’s victory,
Such a ballsf Is not craated by political agitation al-
ona. Only when the sofdiers become convinced that
tha psopla have coma out onto the streets for a life
and doath strugale « not to domonstrate against the
government but to overthrow it- does it bocoma
psychelogleatly possiile for them to ‘cross over to
1he side of tho people.” {Trotsky, 1905}

The POR[Lora} with its critical support for
Torres and the POR [Gonzales) with its disdaia for
mass struggles failed miserably ta provide any such
leadecship to the working class rank and file of the
Army. This Is all the more celminal when we con.
sides how willing and able to carry through this
task the Balivien praletarlat had shown lself in
1962 and 1871.

BANZER'S COUP AND THE
AFTERMATH

On the 19th August 1971, the Army struck, Led
by General Banzer and supported by the MNR and
the right wing generals whom Torres had kept in
place, the army accupled key citles. As late as the
23rd August the Politicai Command and the POR
{Lora) were still pleading for amms from Torres. The
results were predictable, Torres rolused te give arms
on the grounds that it would split the army, As the
army moved on La Paz, having crushed resistance in

othar citios, studonts sad workers put up a heroic,
tf hopetess,resistance to the coup. According 1o onc
estimate between them they mustered 2,000 ancic
Mausers agsins? the major forces of the Bolivian
army and airforce. Hundreds were kiflad in the cou
which ushered in elght yesrs of brutal rapression,

in exile the porties of the Peaple’s Assembly
proceaded to form a "Revelutionary Anti-lmperiali
United Front”. Despite tagging on the word “Rev.
ofutionary™. this front was in fact a pepuler front
built around a purely demacratic programme of
struggle. In Its ranks ware the POR{Lora) the Pro-
Moscow end Pro-Chineses CPs, the POR{Gonzales),
various other parties and General Torrost

Lora's POR had the most clearly worked out
position on the nelure of this frent. th their pro-
gramma they argue that while bafore the coup the
perspective of insurrection and socialism was on the
agenda, after the coup it wos a matwer of Fxing dif
erent objectives. Thase objectives turn out {0 be
entirely demacratic;  “'1he reconquest of demo-
ceatic quarantaes,,.defence of trads union vrgani-
sations, recognition of their (edarations and confed
prations..respact for human Iife and  wall-baing ol
prisanars”, [Programmatic Bases of the POR - G.
Lora) |

Whila obviously # revolutionary party would
{ight for such demands, aloagside all ather partles,
1o Himit the siruggle In advance to this is pure
stagelsm . To jein In a bioc with tha principal Betrs
yor of the revolution was nothing less than crossin
class lings, Lora’s programme argues: '*Anth-imperic
fronis can ba grouped inta fwe categories: anti-
jmpesalist fronts led by tha bourgealsie and potit-
bourgeoizin and thase ted by tha proleteriat, Stalin
jalned and defendad the first type,”

But if the proleteriat, or parties claiming to re-
present the prolelariat, subordinste thalr programut
1o that of the bourgeaisie ar petitbourgeoisie, it
makes no difference wha feads it in struggle, #t is
2 popular front tying the working class to the
‘shartot wheels of the bourgeoisie. What were the
gims of the FAAT "the nead is undoniably to byil!
& fighting unity with all the revolutionory democre
tic and progressive forcas so that the great battie ©
can ba bequn in conditions offering a real perspoc-
tive far a popular and national government.” (Man
{fosto of FRA, intercontinantal Press, Dec. 1871).
It pointed out that the “task is to close ranks aro
the FRA, crganlsed by the forces that foughi in
the battle of August {Torros - WP to wia the
battle for the people,” it bound all orgaalsations
16 the “fundamentat line of the founding dacu-
ments” and in case anyona dared te critfcise this
gopular front it declared any form of “sectarianis
in this raspect to be “counter-revafutionary.”

By joining such a front a “Trotskyist"” parly
was not anly cavering up for the betrayers of the
revoiution but was tying the profetasiat to tise
bourgecis programme. This Is what both the POR
groups wore doing. The POR{Gonzales) tried to
caver its traces by saylng its participation had ont:
*a tacticat character” {1} while criticislng Hself
{or not publishing its criticisms of the manifesta.
{[% It had, it would of course, have been thrown
outh. The POR{Lora) defanded and cantinues to
defand to this day Its record and its tactlcs, both
of which were endorsed by the Lambert led Orgar
sing Committee for the Reconstruction of the Fou
International which 5 had joined shortly earlier,

‘The tragedy of the Bolivian revolutions- 1952
and 1970/1- was that no revolutionary organisatio
existed which could have led Bollvian workars anc’
peasants in a struggle for genuine proletarien pow
It praved once again that a centrist leadership is
trwvarizbly «nable 1o fead a zevolution, and will,

# it Is a serious force within the proletariat, con-
tribute 1o its bloody defeat.ll

by Stuart King

With devalopments In the Lebanon and tha
results of the Palastinian Natlonal Council,
tha scale of tha defeat inflicted on the Pales~
tinians in the summer of 1982 besomes ever
tnore clear, In the Lebanan, having achieved
the withdrawal of the bulk of the PLO fight-
ers, the Lebanesa Phalangists are now con-
ducting a series of terror campalgns to drive
Palestinlans out of their homes. Alded and
abetted by the Israeli troops, their aiin is to
driva them first into the now undefended
camps and later, using the fear of repetition
of the Sabra and Shatila pogroms, to drive
them out of Lebanen altagethor. ’

Issael clearly intends to hang on in the
Lebanon, despite friendly US pressure, uatil,
as much as possible of this “sanitisation” Is

‘carried out, Her demands for permament mili- -

tary posts inside l.ebanon and the strengthen-
ing of israel’s puppet, Major Haddad,in the
Lebanon damonstrates the Zlonists determin-
ation to reduce the Lehanese government to
an ksraell protectorats if Yy can get away

POGROMS
FOLLOW P.L.O. DEFEAT

‘with it. At the same time it has placed
Sharon, the real butcher of Sabru and Shatila,
In charge of the enormousily expanded Zion-
ist settlement progtamme on the West Bank.
The massive financlal incentlves for settlers
are only possible because of American finan-
clal fargesse to the state of lsrael.

The ramifications of the defeat have roverbarated
through the PLO, Arafat has been desporately trylng
to mancevre the whole of the PLG to accept the
American: peace proposals, whilst Libya and Syria
ara willing to split the PLO In pursuit of their own
natlonat Interests. But the basis that the more mili-
1ant socilons of the PLO had lor resisting compro-
mises with LS imperialism hes been sovarely underr
mined. Instend of a powerful srmed base in the
Lebanon, with freadom of movement and trainlng
for the various PLO armed wings, the bulk of the
fighters are now togked up in what amount to vir-
tual psison camps in the eight”fxendly” Arab coun-
tries which offored to ba their hosts,

Avrafat banked on this weaknass to be able to
Bring all the PLO factions into Jire at the Palestinian
National Council. White tha flery debates took
place bafore the be-suited and well dressed ranks
of professors, doctors and professionals who domin-
|

WORKERS POWER

ate tho PNC, the reai discussions ook place else
where.

George Habash, head of the Peoples Front {c
tha Liberation of Palestime could declare resoun
Ingly during the daytime debates : *"The Aeagan
Flan says No to a Palestinian state, No to the F!
Well, wo say No ta the Reagan Plan, No to the
and No teany pian that dentes our rights,”

But during the evening sessions conducted b:
ween the fzction leaders at Arafat’s secrat seasic
villa, Habash’s and othar rojectionlst leaders’'Nc
sounded less resounding. The Reagan plan was
considared “a sound basls for a Just and lasting
peaca’; it was “insufficlant”. The Fez Plan proj
by the Arab League in November £981 — whict
contained implicitsy the right of Israel to exist :
state — was accepted. On Jordan, the Gouncil &
copled a part of Reagan's plans; the principie ot
“gonfederation’’ with the Jordan of King Husse
the perpetuator of Black Ssptember.

This new aliiance Letween Arafat, Habash ar
Howatmeh of the Democratic Front may be o [
gile one, It Is based on the weakness of the lesc
ship of the Palestinian masses and the disparsior
their leading fightars. Above atl it depands on 1!
abifity of Arafat to deliver the promises made {
by American Imperialism conceraing the West £
and the Lebanon, Thosa promises are unlixely t
be kept. M

MARCH 1963 PAC



Bolivia on a knife-edge:

ARMY COUP OR RE

THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT of Bollvia came
to power as a result of 8 massivo genaral strike
against the military dictatorship of Genaral Viidoso
In Octaber 1982, Under tha Impact of the world
racesslon of the mid-19704¢ and the encrmous
corruption of a milltary junta totally tied to the
cacatne smuggling industry, the Bollvian economy
was near bankruptcy by the stert of the 1980s,

An sppeal by the Bolivian military to the In.
tornational Manetary Fund for an ¢mergency loan
in 198§ resulted in IMF demands for a huge
davalization of tha pesola measure which massively
pushes up inflation in a country depeadent on in-
dustrial imports}, an and to subsidles on staple
foads and an increase in food prices, The altemp}
to implament these polictes produced an explosion
from the workers and peasants. By September
the CC8 had been pressurad Into eailing an atl
gut general strike, while peasant organisations,
primarily the CSUTCB {the United Confedration
of Warking Farmers), set up rozd blocks on all the
main highways. The country was parafysed, The
demands of the strike were for immediate alec-
tlons, the restoration of trade unjon rights and a
guaranteed minimum wage,

The military, recegnising a reat threat of a re-
velutignary uprising, quickly entered inio negotia-
tion with the UDP[Democratic and Popular Unity),
This was the electoral bloc which had effectively
won the 19B0 General Election, but whoie presi-
dential candidate Heraan Siles Suazo had baen
pravenied from taking power by the military coup.
Siles Suszo headed the major party in the UDE,
the MNR-E, which had spllt frem Paz £stenssoro’s
MNMNA-H aver the iatter’s support for the milltary
dictatorshlp of General Banzer (1970-78). Two
ather major parties which made up this coalision
were the MIR (Movamant of the Aevolutionary
Laft} which started out as & pro-Cuban guerilia
organisaion and moved rapidly to the right (it s
naow alfiliated to the Socialist Internationsl) and
the Bolivian Communist Pariy{PCB.)

COMPROMISE

. These parties quickly reached a compro-
z,,rnlsn with the military. They sbandoned the call
bn’or Immadiate elactlons and agroeed to respect the
rosuits of 1980, when thelr costition recelvad the
targost number of votes (40%) and the presldency,
but the Sanate was left with 8 majority for the
right wing partles - Estenssuro’s MNR-H and.
Bonzer's Nsilonal Democratle Actlon PanleDN}
-ewmThrough- this “comprontlse!’ tha military had
entureq that no election wouid take piace in a sit-
uvation whera Lhe massive mobilisation of workers
and peasants would hiave swept the right out and
givan the GDP a massive majority.This suited the
UDP {eaders just Hine, Avoiding elections and con-
tinuing to foce a Sanate domlasted by the right
gave them a perfect excuse for nol yielding to
demands coming from tho workaers and peasants.
The miners rejected the compromisa and con-
tinued on strike only to be moraily blackmailed
into calling it off by Juna Lechin - their leader -
who threatenad resignation Il it continued.
The COB pracesded to glve the governmeni their
support,
Thus in Octobar 1982 the UDP took pwar. A

government of bourgeois and petit-bourgesis natiana-

list parties in alliance with the most influeatial
.. party in the working class - the PCB, Siles Zuazo
. inmediately demanded a "social truce” from the

“working class for 100 days on the basis of the

terrible ecanomic situation feft by the military.
The econemic sltuation was indeed dire - for

the masses. Unemployment was runniag at over

(RS T

VOLUTION
' S

UDP supporiers greet Sifes Suaza

12.6% without taking Into account the massive
endemic underemploymant {partial emplayment
in strzet trading etc). Utilisation of industrial ca-
pacity stood at only 47% while the foreign debt
steod at 3.9 bililen dallare. The interest payments
on Boiivia's fareign debt stand at 976 billion
dallars, 300 miflion more than axpected earnings|
The nationslited tin mines [COMIBOL) had bean
run down dramatically with littte invesiment and
corrupt management. Comlbol for Instance was
praducing 36% fess tin in 1982 than it wes 20
vears eerlier and for 2 world market whera the
price of all raw materials inctuding tln has collapsed
with 1he slump

Such a situation demaaded an immadiate set of
measures Lo defend the workers and peasants’
conditions. A government which reaily stood by
the Interasis of the workers and peasants would
heve cancetled the enormous interest burdens, ex-
propriatad the private mining interests and sub-
sidlaries making buge profits out af Comibol, est-
ahlished & mialmum wage protecied against ine
fation and supported the expropriation under the
control of the workers of any company laying oft
workes or sebotaging production. It would have
supported the legitimate demands of the peasants
for cheap transport by expropriating the right wing
truck owners and establishing state contral of trans-
port. Mass importantly # would have mobilised the
waorkers, peasants and the rank and flle soldiers, to
disarm the military coup.mongers and create an
armed workers’ and peasants'mititia,

"SOCIAL TRUCE"”

Of course the UDP did none of those things.
Quite the reverse it set cut to solve the erisis at
the expense of the working class, Thelr “social
truce™ in November 1982 involved 8 wage froeze,
the establishment of a pathatic minimum wage of
8,500 pesos {none of the untons demand a wage
minimum of less than 25,000 pescs} and » series of
econamic measyras designed to placate the IMF-
such as favourabie treatment to the private min-
fng sectors and agri-businesses. To cap it all the
UDP had the cheek 1o call these measures part of
a “New Economic Policy™lilaming It to the Bel-
shavik’s poliay of the 1920s( The strength ol the
CP in the miners” vnion and the COB and the
tacit support of Lechin minimised werking class
opposition.

By March 1983 at the and of the 100 day
“Soctal Truce™ numerous strikes broke out around
wage demands. Despite PCB opposition the min-
ers' union (FSTMB} occupiad the Comibo! head:
quarters demanding & majarity of workars’ rapre-
sentatives on the management bosrd. Revolution-
aries should have supported such a damand as lay-
ing the basls for real workers' control and shali-
shing the previous “participation™ by the miners in
their own exploftation, To axpress real control
howaver the workers'represantatives wouid have
to be directly electad by, answerable to and re-
callable by the workers themselves with business
secrecy having been abolished. Furthersmorse such
workers’ control would have to be rapidly ex-
panded to the whote economy and couid anly be
securely estzblished under a workers'and peasants’
gavernment. The COB and the FSTMB leadership
peddied a different conception, one that projected
a workers” majority ¢ovnanagement as belng the
method by which the warkers could eontrol the
sociely - a recips not lor struggie to saka over the
whale economy but for the co-rnanagement of
Balivien capltafism, a reactionary and utopian pro.
jeet, doarmed to disaster. i

In August the CO8 toak this siratagy onto the
political plene by demanding “co-government"with
the UDP i.e. for a numbar of “worker minlsters™
to join the government. “Co-government™ has a
dishstrous history In Balivia. Lechin himself sat as
one of thrae “worker ministers” in the Estenssoro
government of 1952, There they provided a left
cover {or a bourgeais governmant which was attack-
ing the workers. Lechin atlempted to repeat the
experiment in 1970 with Torres only io be rebuffed.
fn both cases this class coliabarationist strategy
was supported by the POR (POR-Masas ia 1970).

RE-RUN

Unbslievably in 1983 the same strategy is being
actively supportad in the Bolivian workers' mave-
ment {oday by the USFI section In Bolivia - POR
Unificado (formally POR-Gombate). The PORMasss
sppears Lo have both strength and Influence in

- one of the biggest and most militant mines in “""(“"

Balivia at Huenuni (in & jolnt slate with dissidant
Maoisis thay won a maority in trade union

BOLIVIA IS ONCE agsin convulsed in ravolution-
ary uphoavals, Onca mora thera ura roports of an
imminont military coup. In mid-Aprii and agaln at
the start of May the country was paratysed by two
three-day general sirikos callad against the govern-
mont's plannad austarlty maasures.

Bollvia is one of the poorest countries in Latin
America and has a history of alternating reve-
{utionary upsurges end Boody mliitary dictator-
ships. The country represents an axtreme exomple
of the Impact of Impaerialist exploitation on the
sami-colonlal world. The domlnation of the econ-
omy by US imporialism- through its multl-nationat
corporatlons, Its banks and ald ageacies and its con-
trol of 1he warld commodity markats - has kept
the massas In chronio poverly. The stuating of
the ¢ountry’s econamy has also fad to a stuntad
and weak Bolivisn bourgesisie, In lts majority
totally depondant on and subservient to US jim-
parialism.

. The Bolivian toliing masses on the other hand
have davaloped powarful trade union and poasant
arganisations, Led by the Tin Minars, the warklag
class has & record second to none in Latln America
in terms of tenacious revelutionary struggle against
the super-axplehtation and poverty imposed on them,
Whilst the Belivian profatariat has not bson abla

to bring its ravelutionary strugple to tha conclusion
of ostablishing s class power, the Bolivian hour-
gooisia has bean unable to hold political power
throwgh Its partios. The result has besn a seres:

of military dictaterships - & form of bonapariism-
which have gaverned in the interests of US im-
poriafism and tho IMF, with the suppert of thoss
sections of the bourgnoisia most closaly finked to
the US and oiher imperialist states,

En othar periods these military regimas have
boon incapable of containing and repressing the
arganlsation of tha warkars and peasants, In 1962
and agaln In 1970 the workers, using an insurrect-
lonary general sirike, defeated the military in
opaon battle. Howaver ia both of these revolution-
ary situations tha workers and paoasants wera batra.
vod by thelr own loaderships. The rullng class was
obliged, tamporarlly, to advance its “'laft” natlon-
allst wing to pewer, tn 1962 this was the bour-

' geols natienalist MNR {Nationalist Revolutionary

Movemont) lod by Victar Paz Estenssaro and Hor-
nan Siles Suazo, in 1870 it was the “laft’” wing
of the military headsd by General Torres,

{n both cases thase goveraments wera compo-
sed of ropresantativas of the “nationalist” bour-
geoista, those sactions of the capitalists and small
busingsses which gained 1east from the domination
of Imgrarialism. Indeed they were ofton driven out
of business by the muftinationals and demands of
tha international banks, Thelr propramme promised
indopendent capitalist development utllising state
capltallst nationalisations, In particular of the tin
mines,

Bocause the strongast sectors of the Bollvian
bourgeolsie, tied up es thay were with Imparialism,
waora opposed 1o such a strategy, both the MNR
govarnmant and that of Terres wore farcad to turn
to the working cfass and peasantry for support in
thair struggle with the Fmporialists and with their
{oes within the Bolivian bourgenisla, Cancealing
their trus class charactar behind 8 mass of anti-
imporiafist and “revolutlonary" verbiage, they bal-
anced botwoen the working class and passant of-
ganisations,which they prevented from solzing

powar, and the pro-imparialist oligarchy, whom they
axclutted fram potitical offico.

But the prima task of these “laft” bonapartist
reqimes was 1o buraaucratically control and do-
mobilise the mass movements which repeatedly
threatenad 1o edcape their cantrol and put In ques-
tian capltalist property in general, bn coflaborating
with thasa repimes to gut the revolutionary move-
mant the feadership of the werkars’ mavomant-
the Bolivlan Wozrkars Centra {COB) - under Juan
Lechin playod # treachorous role. Lochin, aiong
with the Belivian Communist Party (PCB) kept
the workors' movemaent tied to these “anti-
imperiafist” regimos evon whan they openly turnod
1o attack the workers’ and peasants’ Interests and
organisations. {See Workers Powar No.40 March
1983 and Parmanent Revolution No.Z Summar

1984 for analyses of thesa two rovalutions.}

Thae organisations claiming to ba Trotskyist
in particular the POR (later POR-Combato and
POR-Masas) provided ne alternative [ead to the
warking class . Indeod they adoptad wholly oppoer-
tunist_tactics towards hoth the governments of
tha MNR and of Torres. By disarming and exhaus.
ting the woerkeors and peasant organisations these
rogimas paved the way {er mllitary eoups backad
by the most reactlopary pro-imparlalist sectors afl
tha bourgenisie- General Barriontos in 1864 and Col-
onel Banzer In 1971.fn 1984 thd sama cycta threat.
aps to repaat itsetf untass the Bolivian proletariat
cdn croate an effective ravelutionary communist
laadorship, that can lead it Lo the seizure of pawar
and the establishmsent of a ganuinaly ravolutionary
wugkm' and peasants’ government. i

elections st the mine against the PCB). Yel they
are using this infiuence to peddle the same policies
that lad 10 disasier in 1952,

Leading USF| membar Livio Maitan argues in
tnternational Viewpoint :"Toaday the dsmand for
co-govarnment implies specifically that the CO8
and the CSVTCB do not consider themselves to be
rapresented by the UDP and President Stles Suazo,
but that rhey want to represent the warkars and
peasents in governmant in an indepondaont way.”
(Qur emphasis- WP

Thut s demand halps tha masses to undar-
stand the cless nature of the conllicis end polfticat
fsswas, It has an anth-capitalist potential.” (I.V.

12 March 1984).

S0 Juan Lechin, with his 30 year record of
betrayal, is to sepresent the Balivian Prolatariat in
*an independent way'’, Ono blushes to point cut
such an efementaty lesson lo a so-callzd Trotsky-
ist but whenever did a ““worker minister” in a
Bourgeols government prove to be indepeadent
of anyone except the working class? This project,
far from halping the masses (o cal} things by
their 7eal names, deceives and deludes them. Such
a govarnment is not an exarcise in workars' edu-
cation but a popular front which is one of the
last palitical rosources of the bourgesisie against
the pralatartan revalution, one which in Trotsky's
words “deams the working ¢lass {o impotence and
clears the road to fascism."”

Lechin's desires however were not ta be grant-
ed. Sies Suazo rejected his demands for co-govern.
mant and alter retreating on new IMF measures
feltowing a 2 day general strike in Decemnber last
year, raturnad to the sttack 2 months ago.

The proposais which started the current crisis
originsted In 8 4 year plaa for the aconormy pushed
by the PCB. In April the MIR, who had watked
out of the government in January 1983 {in order
10 try and stitch up a solution with the MNR-H
and ADN) wera enticad back an the basis of a new
austerity package which would satisfy the demands
of she HMF.

Cn Aprif 13th the UDP snnounced the toughest
ever austerily package under the signatures of ali
the parties including the PCB  ministars of Minlng
and Labouy. It involved a massive devaluation of
the peso, the ending of subsidles on basic food-
stuifs - a leaf of bread jumped from 12.5 pesos
1o 70 pesos a lpal. Food in general went up 480%
fuel rose by 400% and raillway transport 500%!

* GENERAL STRIKE

The package was met by an immediate three
day genersl strike, which even SP mititants in the
FSTMB and COB wera ferced to support, The
Bank workers al the ceritral bank struck and otcu-
pied their oftices 10 pravent the devaiuation. Lechin
and the PCB did everything in their power 10 pre-
vent the strike developing into an indeflnite gan-
eral sirlke - a demand being pressed by the lactosy
workers.,

The congress of the FS‘I{MB which met fust
after the susterity package sow massive losses for the
PCB ina elactions to the leadarship, while the dis-
sidant Maoists and the Partido Socialista:Uno (a
centrist grouping) gained considerably (POR-U
lost ground In the elections.} However Juan Lechin
was elected unanimously as General Secratary as fo
has bean avery year since 19441

A further throe day general strike was caliod
over May Day with Lechin denouncing the factory
workers of La Paz for organising for an indefinite
general strike and threateaing to resign in pro-
test. As a result the government managad to divide
the workars - sattling with the oil and rallway
workers.

The COB leadership’s policy of exhausting 1he
workers with a series of 2 and 3 day general strikes
was having its eftect. The factory workers were
iorced back to wark after several more days with
their General Sccretary Eduardo Siles declaring
they "would resist any fresh calls for general
strikes because they paid a high price for the fast
one.” ot surprisingly the army chose this mom-
ent to declare its intention to "defend peace and
public order” amidst rumours that two ex-generals
who master-minded the coup against Siles Suazo in
1980- Garcla Meza and Arce Gemez- were back
in the courtry plotting 2 new coup with sections
of the military.

The currant situatlon In Bolivia is fraught with
enormous dangers for the 8olivian masses, The
policies of their feadars - the PCB, Lechin and co-
are merely paving the way for a military coup to
trivmph over an exhausted workers' movement,
Such a coup might initially have a demegogic lefte
natfonalist character but if it did this would bs but
& staga to the consolidation of a viclous right-wing
dictatgrship. To avoid this the Bofivian workers
need not more 2 and 3 day ganeral strikes designed
1o “lot off steam’ and “moderate” the gavern-
meal poiicies, but an ail-out offensive against It
It needs ta launch an Indifinite generat strlka which
demands a complete end to austerity and which
organises the workers and peasants organisations
Into thelr own councils or soviets which organise
their own mititles and appeal to the rank and file
of 1tha army to join their struggle against the coup
mongers,

The Bolivlan masses need a revolutionary party
af the proletariat. One which uniike tha POR-U
refuses 1o peddie iflusions in class collaborators
like Lechin, but uses the united front tactic to
damaad that the leadership of the workers’ parties
break with the bourgeais parties and enter onte the
road of struggle for a genuine workers' snd peasants
governmont.l

by Stuart King
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IN CRISIS

BOLIVIA; Failed General Strik
Paves Way For Right

WITH ELECTIONS IN Bolivia duo for July 14th it
now [ooks cortain 1kat one or other of tha major
right winy parties wilt triumph, Victor Paz Eston-
ssoro's, leader of tho MNR - H, the map who
helped demobilise the 1962 Bolivian revolution
and pave the way far a mititary takeovar, isoks
itkn beating Hugo Banzar's ADN (Banzor was
milltary dictator between TH70.35,, .

The fact that these two partias witl bsitle
it out for first or second place shows the complete
coliapse of the support for she eit" UDP gover-
ament hecause of the role it has played since 1980
in undermining and demobilising the warkers' and
paasanty struggles.

The UDP camne to power in 1980 as a result
of @ massive general strike which drove the
military from power. 1 wss a classic ‘poputar
front’ gaverament made up of the bourgeois
nationalist MNA-I, which drew much of its sup-
Port from the pessantry and middle classes, tha
MIR, a right wing social democeatic current afi-
liated to the Socialist imernational, and the
Balivian Communist Pasty (PCB), .

The govornment proceeded (o use its support
within the working ¢fass and peasaniry to impose
8 series of austerily measures demandoed by the
LM.F. n the early part of its existence it was
enormously aided In this task by having the sup-
port of the COR {the Bofivian Workars' Cenire}
and of Juan Lechin,veteran trede unicn leader
and opportunist, Lachin, sided by tho PCH,
justilied support on the basis that the UOP was
tho “fesser ovil'. Hae orgued that it would be

roplacad by a more right wing gevornment or a milhary

dictaiorship I the workers put up uny resistanca
to Its susterity demonds, :

Howaever quite quickly the traditional militancy
of the Belivisn workers, led by the tin minars,

\
s

shattered the *sociaf truce” with the government.
Since Septernber 1982 there have boen six genoral
strikes called by the COB undsr the pressure of
the growing economic crisis, -

The Govarnment's refusal to allow wagss to
keep up with inflaticn, which now runs at the |
ehenomenal rate of 2300% per vear. has caused
ongrmous hardships. Shorlages of food, madicine
and spara parts for machinery, rocketing unem-
ployment, a rampant black market and enormous
currency speculation, have all contributed to the
engrmous falls in living standards. A recent
UNICEF survey estimated thal 86% of the popu-
latien was lfiving in paverty,

Throughout Lha various susterity packsges
impased on the werking olass by the UBGP, the
PCB renined an active mambrer of the govern-
meni. lts position enaly became untenable when it
sufferad a crushing defeat in the COB elections in
September 1984, With its own working closs base
in revolt, and with its awn youth movernant
having splil awny,the PCB Hnally left the govarn-
ment. Alter two years of attacking the working
cless {1 had desparately 10 try and restore some
left credibility befare the eisctions, [Tha MIR had
already feft tha gevernment 10 try and stitch up a
deal with either thos MNR - H or ADN),

The COB leadership undar Lechin had shown
iHsell 10tally Incapable of providing any strategy
to delend the working class against the UDP offan-
sive. The enormous militancy of the miners had
forced the government 1o cancade workers'
msjority co-management tn COMIBOL, the state
1in mining company. But divorced from a struggle
to extend workors’ contrel Lo other seclars of the
ecenomy, from a fight to nationalisa under workers
centrol the importent private tin mining and gold
mining sectors, from the struggle to ceatrol dis.

Sendero Luminoso

A FURTHER PROBLEM for the Paruvian ruling
tlais hos baen tho growih of thy Sendaro
Luminoso (Shinlpg Path) (SE) ruret guarilla
movement, wiich has plunged the southern
Andgan provinces, Ayecucho In particular, into
a virtual state of clvif war, In responsa to an
ostlmatad 2,500 srmed attacks by Senddro on
tacal paliticlans, potice and lande saers.in 1984,
the govarament has deployad 5,000 atmry,
marines and police, Thy woakness of Pory’s parlia.
mantary democracy has baen shown by tho crea-
tian of 15 Milltary Emergency Fones, piacing
ovar half of the country undar milltary rute.
Thera has been a wava of repression against the
noglectad Indlan pessants of the Sierra {Andean
highlands} - amongst whom Sendaro largsly apar-
ata + loading to 4,000 murrdors and at lasst 1,500
“disappeared” since Belaunde's cfvilian govern-
ment teok offlce in 1980,

Sendero Luminosa originated from a split in
the pra-Chinese Poruvlan Communist Party in
1970, led by Ablmacl Guzman loftan referrad as
"Comrade Gonzalus"} a phitasophy profosser at
the city's unlvarsity, The main issua of the split
was Gonzalas’ stress on the noed to begin armed
struggle in what ho characterisod as a reyolution-
ary situation in Peru in the 1970s. It was orguod
by SL that the Paruvian governmont - then the
telorming militery governmant of Velasco - was
fascist, as ware the subsoquent governmunts of
Bermudez and Belaundes” consorvative civilian

governmondt,
Sendero describes itself as a Maoist organisa.

tion, associatfng itself with tha *Gang of Four”,
[Mao's supporters in the Chinese Communist
Party who worn ousted by Deng Xiaoping's
faction in 1976), Bacause It sess Poru as & “somH-
foudal™ countsy it Is the peasantyy, not the ur:
ban working class, which Is sean as the major
revolutionary force. In Its major programematic
document *'Lot us davalop the guerilla warl"”,
publishad in March 1902, Sendsro argues for a
“prolonged pepular war' based on the peasaniry
to "surround the cities irom (ke countryside”,
Furtharmore, their Maoism Is combined with a
utopian attachment to the inca snd Indisp
ciltures existing bufore tha Spanish conguest,
They rojact as “imparlalist’ modern tachnology
and meney, positions which havo lod many to
charactorise thom s "Pol Potists”, Thefr
organisation Is both elitist and oot lika, basad
areund Comrade Gonzalas.

Basad on their hatief that all 1sft wing groups
wert "hourgaols workars parties” which prosers
vad the fascist govermnents by participating in
tholr fake oloction to the new constituent assem-
bly, they withdrew from thalr Invelvoment in

students’and teachors’organisations in Avacucha
in 1980, They began armed actlon around tha
1980 sleations, denouncing them as a farce and
attacking a polting station in Cuchl, #n

Ayacucho province, Since then they heva carried
out attacks on the armed forees and local poli-
ticians In Ayacucho, Huancavelica and Apurimac,
comblned with raids on power stations and po-
fee stations In the cities of Lima, Cuzco and
Araquipa,

Although Sendera’s feadorship Is generalty
mada up of intellastuals, teachers and studants,
it has a large following amorgst the poor Indian
peasants of the Andean highlands. Fifteen thou-
sand damonstrated In Ayacucho in $9B2 at tha
death of guoerills Seadar Edith Lagos - killed by
the palice. In the same year thoy wore strong
engugh to occupy Ayacuche for tha night and
raleass 300 prisonars from the city jail,
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Howaver the-poor responsa 1o Sendera’s calf
for a 72 hour generat strike in the municipal
electlons and their fallure to disrept the racent
goneral alections - dospite demanding a hoycott -
Indicatos not only the Impact of army reprassion,
but alsa tha faltura of their own strategy. They
havo largely lynored the urban waorking eclass and
rolused united frants with peasant and workars”
organisations egainst rapression. Even among the
pensantry their policles have atisnated many
sactians of the population, Military elitism, the
impasition ef village leadorships, exacution of
not only tandownars and rich pessants but
middla peasants as woll, a policy of attempting
to starva tho citles by making peasants burn their,
surpluses rather than sefl them, thus adding to
rural poverty, have all contributed 4o stagnation
for 8L,

Sendere malntains signifleant support hocausa
of the chranic poverty and feng term govern-
monk negloet of the Quechua speaking Andean
Puasantry. Thelr demends for land hava always
haon maet with governmont represston, which R
exoreise now indiscriminately drives mora of the
rural population 1o seak support frem the SL.

Whatavar the errors of Sandero Lumlnose,
it is the duty of tha rovolutionary laft in Pory
to support and dofend thom against tha repros
sion of the haurgeols state and jis atmy, and
denounse “'lalts” like Barrantes who tacitly sup-
port govarnment reprassion. Support for SL wilt
continue s long as thars I$ no ravolutionary
alternative put belore the peasantry involving
an agrarfan revoiution and the sniashing of the
landlard sysiom and with the police and mifitary
appsrataes which supports it. The present
rafurmist and olectorally orientated Paruvian
fadt within the Mf affors mo such alternative. W

v di ]

el
tributian and other necessities and stamp out the
black market in speculation, the idea of ‘¢o-manage-
ment’ remains the co-management of the crisis of
Balivian capitalism. Such a struggie would have
meant above alt a struggle to overthrow the UDP
govesnment and replace it with o workers’ and
peasanis’government which would not only
secure such gains Dul pracee:l o arm the warkers
oad paasants agalnst military_reaction.

Even after the September Congress of the COB,
which clearly signalled the need. for a break with
the UDP, Lechin could declare; “any other govern-
ment in the present circumstances would do

. exactly what this one intends to do, Now at

lfeast pressure axarted by the workers silows us
some conquests such as majority co-managomeant in
LOMIBOL.” {Quoted In Letin American Weekly
Reports « 5,10.85) Lechin's shterpative was Lhe
treditional eng of the Botvian workers® jeaders -
o push for ‘worker ministers’ In the govaernment;
where, no doubt, they would have played a similar
role to the PCB, as agents of the bourgeoisie in
petling the workers and peasants 10 make sacriflces.
Having exhausted the working class in # series
of genoral strikes, which the COB directed not In
order to overthrow the UDP,but to negotiate with
it on withdrawing varlous susterity measures, the
general strike in March was calied after 10,000
miners arrivad in the capitsl to put 8 serles of
demands on the gavernment - for wage rises and
a stiding scale to pratect living standards from
inflation. A deronstration of 53,000 on March
4th backed the demands, When they were refocted
by -the government, this time an indafinite generat
strike was calied, It lasted a fortnight but was
poorly supperted by key sections such as the
rail and oil workers. In addition it received no
supperl from ihe peasant arganisations. This
strike ended with few government concessions and
growing demands from the rank and file to
fecal? the COB and hofd its leadars to account.

PROGRESSIVE MILITARY

The Bativian workers clearly recognised the
threat that the present sivation poses. One of
the demands of the workers wos for the post-
ponment of the elections for fear of a right wing
victory. At the same time they calfed for 'Silas
Out”, 'Death ta the hunger government - wa've had
enough of Siles’ was one of the major slogans of
March 4th, The Bolivian working class is canfron-
ted again by Its historic weakness of having no
political party which represents its intarests, des-
pite its long history of heroic trade union strupgle.
The PCB has compromised jtseif lor the immediate
future because of its role ia the JOP government.
The COB ieaders have offered no alternstive but
to join the UDP government themselves. As a
rasult of this impasse there is a growing danger of
the warkars leoking to the ‘progressive mifitary’
to take action to biock the election of the ADF or
MNR-H. Such a possibitity is being apenly peddled
by Lechin's Group the PRIN. Such a course also
has a disastrous history in Bolivis. Many of the
present fmaders of the Bolivian working class tied
their foliowers to the aoat talls of the ‘progressive’
Goneral Torres, a policy which disarmed the
workers” movement in the face of Banzer's right
wing army coup in 1971 {see WP no. 40 March
1883).

As in Peru the USF| Sectien in Bolivia, POR-
Unificado. found isalf in a favourable situation
with the restoration of parliamentary govarnment
and legality in 1980, it had survived, by lts own
‘accounts, the perlod of Tllegatity well and was ane
of the first left groups to reorganise itself with a
requlor press and organisation, It also made some
gains in-the imporiant Huanunt  mines and within
the miners’ unien. Hoewever the POR-U showad it
self Incapable of chalisnging the reformist and
cenirist misieadars of the Bolivian workers,
preferring to adapt 10 their politics and thus
'pressurise them to the left’,

Shortly alter the UDP ceme to power, the
POR-U, tagging atong behind the COB leadership,
refused to take up a position of intrensigent
opposition to the UDP:'tha strategic abjective of
tha POR s to begin 10 prepare tha masses for the
cantinuation of their struggle under the UDP
goverament...at presant that does nat invelve ali

-
out oppotition to tha government, but a strategy

of pressurlsing it and exposing the capitulationist
leadership® (International Viewpoiat 1.11.82] A
revolutionary position would have demanded
complete opposition ta the bourgeois governmiens
of Blies Suazo . Revoluticnaries would

have demanded tha PGB break with this bourganis
allianco, end alengside the COB launch an immediale
campalgn for new eloctions to a constituent asser-
bly. {The existing Assembly had hoen re-established
on the basis of the rfnged 1980 alection and was
dominatad by right wing parties.} Within such p
cempaign communists would have fouaht for a
workers'and peasants‘government around a pro-
gramme which could really defend the workers”
and peassnts‘interests against imperfalism and the
baurgegisie,

Indeod, falling behind Lechin‘s schames the
POR cover over whother they favour the elections
aving ahead. [nstead of warning the masses of the
danyears of believing that the progressive sectors of
the army can be won to the warkers' sids, they
compound them by declaring; Fhis unity must be
widenad by appoating 10 the commanders, commi-
sioned and non-commissioned officers und soldinrs
nat 1o fire on the peaple but to join ranks In
dofence of domocretic fresdoms and far national
soverelgnlty against Imparialism. They must teka
thair place in the struggls of the masses.” four
emphasis 1V 22.4,85)

‘PREPARING THE WAY’

Angain when the CO8 launched Its campaign for
‘warker ministers’ in the baurgeols government, the
USFE fell in with Livio Maltan, srguing that such
ministais could represent the workes and peasants
‘in an Independent way’, and that such demands
had an‘anti-caplialist potential’, {1V 12th March
£984} Again the POR showed its willingness to
fall in behind Lechin's demands which would have
renewed the Hlusiens of the masses in the UDP
government and cnly undermined resistance to
new attacks, Even during the most recent general
strike the POR- could not bring ftse!f to openiy
call for the pverthrow af the LIDP government.
Instead It 1atkad of "preparing the way for saying
«."'Siles outl No Banzer, No Paz Estenssoral™ I
raited no demands for the formation of workers’
and peasants’ commiitices to build genuine organs
of working class power - soviets, Instead it rumms-
ged In the rag bag of past defeats and found a
slogan from the 1971 debacle ‘Advance towards
the foundatlon of a National Peopla’s Assombly
which must be transformed into 4 real poople’s
patltament” UV 22pd Aprit 1985] The programme
for such an assembly,we are informed, should be
the programme of the COB,invotving renpuncing
the foreign debt, wide spread nattanslisation, a
minimim wage and st ding "scale and & monopoly
of toreign trade, How this pregramme, inadequate
a8 it is, wilt be Implemented in the testh of
bourgeols and military cppositicn,we are not totd,
The question of arming the workers and peasanis
ane parolysing the military through revolutienary
agitatlon among renk and file soldiers is never
ralsed,

MISERABLE STRATEGY

Thus tie USFI Section In Bolivia falls miser-
ably to advance a strategy for working class power
through an alliance with the impoverished peasantry.
Instead they adapt ta the historic weakness of
the Balivian tabour tnovement - syndicalism and
petly bourgaois nationalism. These weaknosses
hava hzlped to kesp the Bolivian workers from
taking up the tasks of building a mass revo-
tutlenary party. By keepiag the workers movament
tree of revotutionary communist politics it has
been repeatadly readered holpless when faced with
a bourgeols nationalist reglme - sgouting anti- -
Imperlalist rhetoric but carrying out anti- warking
ciass measures. From ecritical support for such
governments.with all the demcbilisation and demora-
#sation this brings,it Is but one short and bisady
stop to another right wing' .« military dictator -
ship. Revotutionarles in Bolivia must do everything
possible 4o alert the herole miners and other sec-
tions of the working class against this outcome.
Only warking class powsr can put an end to the
vicipus <¥cle of Bolivian potitics.

by Stusrt King
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WITHIN SEX WEEKS of his Inaugi-
ratlon Bs Presldent, Victor Paz
Estenssore  has  glven notlce to
the Bollvian working class of whpt
it can expect from his new govern-
ment. Declaring & 'state of slege'
on September 19th, Paz proceeded
to order the arrest of thousands
of trede unionists fovelved In o
general strike agolnst government
nusterity measures, !

Juan Lechir, longtlme {eader
of the COB {the Bolivien Trade
Unlon Federatlon), together with
fts current general secretary Wal-
ter Delgadlilo and leaders of the
Oll, Bank and Telecommunlcatlons
Workers were sent Into ‘Internal
exlie'! - banished to remote towns
in[ the Amazonlan fungle near Bra-
zil.

Soldlers opened flre on strlking
workers In the capital La Pagz,
while othars ralded the trade un-
ion  headquarters and  unlversity
tooking for strlke teaders and 'pall-
tical agitators', it

Paz is the 77 year old lender
of the MNR-H and has been elec-
ted president three times before.
In 1352 a general strlke ard Insur-
rection, ied by the Bollvlan mlners
overthrew  the existing  milltary
reglme, and brought to power
the 'Natlonal Revolutlonary Move-
ment' (MNR), [

This party had enormous sup-
port amongst the workers and
peasants at that tlme on the basis
of Its antl-imperlalist proncunce-
ments,. b3 leaders promised to
free the country {from the grip
of Impertalism, especially the USA;
and from the exploltatfon of the
mutti-nattonal  corperatlons  which
made enormous profits out ' of
Bollvla®s natural resources, while.
its workers llved In abject poverty.:

muohilisation

Under the pressura of the mobi-
lised and armed masses the MNR:
government  introduced ‘a  miafor
iand reform which broke up many:
af the larger estates and distrl
buted land to the peasants. Tie -+
* major mining compenies were nef:
tlonalised and the state minbig’
corporation COMIBOL  was -set

p. . szt

Despite [ts revolutionary and;;
anti-imperlallst rhetorle, the, MNR:
remainad &  government  which}:
defanded bourgeols property. (ltiu
strategy of developing Bollylan
Industry bekind protectlve trade,-
barrlers and through state-capital~
Ist enterprises  llke COMIBOL;I,

was combined with a determinetion .

to demobillse the masses and reach;

a compromise with Llmperlaltsm, e
: U

Paz Estenscore 4

Withln a few years the Paz
Estenssoro reglme had managed
to dlvlde the peasant orgenisatlons’
from the workers, re-bulld thg
shattersd DBollvian army through
US supplled ald and Impose a US
backed IMF ‘stabflisation ' plan’
on the workers which attacked
Jobs and living standards,

But this was not sufficiant
for the Bolivian ruling class nor
thelr Imperlalist masters. As In
many other Latln American coun-
tries the strength of the working
class and its combativity In  the
face ol attacks on Its Hving stand-
ards demanded more extraordinay
measures.

coup

warket:

Having weakened the
Pa

organisations end defences,

himsell was overthrown by s milj--,

sary coup. This regime of Generql:

~BOLIVIAN WORKERS
RESIST NEW AUSTERITY:

Juan Lechin

Barrlentos guaranteed the Bollvian
and US bosses stable and prolltable
exploitatlon through the massive
repression of the fabour movement.

This victous clrcle of mass

revolt headed off aad contalned
by ‘revolutionary natlonallst' gov-
ernnients, who only pave the way
for renewed milivary dlctatorships,
‘has  become the tragic pattern
‘of modern Bollvian politics.

Paz replaces hls old ally the
.cutgoing President, Hernan Slles
Zuszo, leader of the MHNR-1. The
MNR-E, having split from Paz
in 1970, took over the ‘revoiution-

+ary' mantle of the: MNR and form-

ed the UDP government fn 1980,
Siles, like ' Pay hefore him, was
swept Into office -after a general
strlke  which forced the corrupt
military 1junts to hand; ever power
to A clvlllian goverpment,

.« austerity

Y The ‘UDP: government which
‘Included the Boflvlan Communist
‘Party and ‘'soclalist’ MIR, pro-
ceeded, after a short time, to
try and Impose IMF demanded
'austerity’ measures, only o be
met by masslve’ worklng class
resistance. Between  September
1982 and the elections In  Juiy
there were ox general strikes
in Bollvla,

Desplte thelr enormous herolsm
and self-sacriflce, especlaliy from
the miners, the Bollvlan worklng
class was once again crippled by
Its leadershlp, The entry Inte the
government of the major 'left’
partles, and the support Inletally
glven to it by the COB leadership,
provided Slles with a feft cover,

Even when the UDP was open-
ly attacking tha working cless
its leaders wers unwilling to fight
for an alternative kind of govern-
ment, one which would have defen-
ded the Interests of the masses
gnd teken real messures to expro-
priate the bosses, arm the workers
and dishand the army - a Workers
and Peasants Government. ({seej
Bolivie falled general strlke paves
way for clght. WPT3}

defensive

Under such leadership the se-
rles of general strikes became

pureiy defensive, exhaustlng the
‘resources of the masses, at best
glving temporary resplte from

UCP attacks. Yet they provided
no permanent solutlon to Bolivia's
economle crlsts.

Oniy a programme of actlon,
which rejected placing the burden
of the crisls on the shoulders of

the workers and peasants  and
which counterpesed te 1t making
the bosses and ‘the | Imperlalists

pay the ‘costs of thelr own crlsls,
would have been able to rally
the rural masses and middle strata
"hehlnd thé praletoriat. The fmme-
dlate and complete cancellatlon
bf the debts to the International

taadter of the Bolivian workers central (C0D)

K

of the
capitalists  end  all  Imperfalist
holdings, the iaking over of the
major retall dlstribution companles

the exproprintion

banks,

and piaclag them under workers
contrel, stamping out the biack
market, the extenslon of credit
to the peasants; these were the
type of demands which needed
to be fought for and mobllised
arcund,
hostility

Of course, a government which

fmplemented  such  revolutionary
measures would have faced not
anly the f{erocious hostility of

its own bhourgeolsle and fts armed
forces, (thus the Importance of
revolutionary work amongst rank
snd flle soidlers} but nlse a vir-
tual blockade by the imperialists,

The Paz government of 1983
Is vary dlfferent to that of 1952,
The government knows that It
wiil only be tolerated If It shows
it con do what Siles could not
do, break the resistance of the
worklng class and drlve down
llving standards [n  the Interests
of proflt.

If Paz falis there -Is always
the ADN waltlng In the wings
or a return to a direct mllitary
dictatorshlp, So sware Is Paz of
this that he has included In his
‘democratic' government two well
known "Golpista's", [flgures who
have been Involved In previous
milltary coups and their dictator-
ships, Luls Fernandoe Vaile, wiho

served In the military government
of General Pereda In ‘1978 as weil

‘Cocaine  Junta'
Garcla Meza of

as under the
of Ceneral Luls
£98081, wns glven
of Defence!

Clearly Paz hopes
glve the reactlorary
enough lafluence In

thls

Government

the Ministry

will 3
Generals .|

to make them desist from launch-. : i

ing a 'coup, Such concesslons were
tried wlthout much success by
Salvador Allende nesr the end
of his 1970-73 government in
Chlle.

extension

That is why, by its very nature,
such a struggle had to sim beyond
the borders of Bollvla, The struggle
would have dynamlsed the opposi-
tion to the totterlng Plnochet
regime Io Chile, opened the possi-
bilitles of the Bollvian workers
giving a lend to the masses of
Peru and Argentina faced wlth
similar attacks from thelr govern-
ments to pay jtheir crippllng debts
te the lmperlallsts,

Such a strategy was the only
ona that offered & way out of
the disastrous cycle of mliltary
dlctatorships lmposed on the Boil-
vian people. Instead, the benefl-
clarles of the apparent stalsmate
between the UDP  government
and the organised workers was
the right. .

Huge Banzer's ADN {Banier
headed the mllitary dlctatorship
between 1971 and 1978} won the
Iargest percentage of the votes
in the July elections - 28% com-
pared to Paz's 26%. He took over
50% of the wveotes in the capltal
La Paz. The MNRH scored heavily
amengst the pessants, while Slle's
MNR-I was decimated. Despite
this Paz with the support of the
MIR end other 'left' parties won
the Presidency In the Congress.

sacrifice '

Within days of hls inouguretion
Paz was declaring to a mesting
of Bellvian businessmen his plans
for solving the economic crisls;
ke only altemative 1s work,
sacrlfice and to place ourselves
In o completely realistic situatlon.
This means golng against the poll-
tical approach we created and
adopted  (since 1852}, We are
breaking with this policy to adopt
an entlrely different one™

The ‘sacrifice’ of course was
not to be asked of his well fed

Sdn Jose tin ming
awilence but thelr

paverty strick-
eon employees, The MNR's tradl-
ticnal antl-lmperlalist rhatoric
and aversion to forelgn Investment
has qulckly been dumped In [avour
of pollcies which wil attrsct US
support and Investment. Paz quick-
ly announced Bollvla's 'wlilingness

to pay' 1ts $4.8 bililon forelgn
debt. Nearly $I billion Is owed
immedlately In overdue payments

to the international banks ss the
UDF had declared a unilateral
moratorlum In fune 1984,

payments

Such payments con only  be
made at the expense of the work-
ers and peosonts. On 20 August
#  awingelng  austerlty  pockoge
was Introduced olmed at dolog
Just that. Petrol went up 7060%,
domestic ges {widely wused for
. cookingl went up 20 timnes, bread
quadrupled in price, electrictty
and telaphone costs are to rise
ten fold, Most restrictlons on im-
ports and exports were ilfted In
the Interests of thls 'free market',
while the currency was masslvely
devalued, Other measures announ-
ced Included the breaking up of
COMIBOL Into decentrallsed enter-
prises ohviously asimed at weakening
the miners' control aver manage-

.ment and paving the way for
future privatisation of profltable
mines, HMHe also ennounced the

opening up of the Uyunl reglon,
sald to contain the fargest deposlts

of Llthium and Potasslum in the
world, to {oreign capltal
It was also these measures

which ied to the September gene-
ral strlke. Orlglnally called fov
48 hours by the COB leadership,
such was the support that 1t was
extended Indefinitely. Paz imme-
dlately deciared the strike lilegal,
a fact that did not stop the mi-
ners, factery workers, workers
tn  telecommunlcatlons, teachers,
bankworkers, the ofl workers, ratl-
waymen and many other sectlons
maklag the strike solld,

lessons

The declaration of the state
of slege and the use of the army
against the strikers was dellbe-
rately aimed at weakenlng the
unlon movement and demonstrating
to the bourgeolsle and US Impe-

rialists Paz's determlination to
take on aend defeat the working
- class.

The Bollvlan  workers  must
qulckly fearn the lessons of the

past perlod emd set about forging
a new Eeadership in the struggle
sgalnst  the MNR  government,
Only by doing so can they ([lnaliy
settle accounts with the Balivian
capltalists and  thelr  Generals,
as well as with thelr Imperiallst
paymasters.»

by 5.Klng
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around 15,000 miners are gath-
eradin La Paz. Accompanied by
tens of thousands of leachérs, stu-
dents, trade urlonists and street trad-
ers, lhelr protest rescnates around
the cily alf afternoon. Wherever they
go they leave their calling card;. explo-
slens frem detonator caps dancing
loudly off the streets. These joud
cracks inlimidate the army and bring
confidence to our ranks, '
This was the scene that first morn-
tng. It was to be repeated dajly farthe
next lwo weeks, i .

T HE MORNING of 4 March 1085;

The trade unlon ‘officials pleaded

for the marchars Lo go back 1o thair
mines, but the miners shrugged aslde
thelr pleas. The key demands had yet
to be won: a minimum Iving wage, a
sliding scale of wages, and working
class powert They pressed harder
and harder, For days the President
was a prisoner In his own palace; the
roads in the city were blocked,

Nevertheless, this movement did
nel take power, Regaining their com.
pasure, lhe bosses launched a coun
leroifensive which was o infilct &
heavy defeat on the miners and their
supporters, How did this happan?

Bolivia is the poores! and least
industrialised cauntry in South
America, The great majority of the
population scrape a fiving from smalt
plots of land or by running simall
shops. Yel the induslial workers play
acenlralrole In seeiely, thanks to the
Importance of their work in the na-
tienal economy. During and aRer the
Second World War the peliticat power
of the miners transformed them into

" lhe vanguard of lhe popular and work-

875’ movement, The miners had been -
the cormerstone of the resislance 1o
the post-war oligarchlc governments:
they routed the army in the 1952
revolution, T

In 1985 the miners numbered be-
tween 50,600 and 70,000, of whom
30,000 worked for COMIBQL, (the
stale minlng corporation), ¢, '

Uns fable

Between 1978 and 1980 Bolivia
wasiotallyunstable. There were ihiee
presidential elections, four colbs kad
seven presidents. A general strike
slopped the bloody Natuseh colip of
1979, In 1980 the Democratic and
Popular Unlon (UDP } won the elec-
tions. The UDP had been formed as 2
popular front by the Communist Prirty
(PC)and the MR, around Siies Zijazo,
ieader of the MR, [See box}: )

However, a soup by Garcia Meza
forced the UDP ‘out of government,
Garcla Moza intended to impose a
Pinochetstyle dictatorship, eliminat.
Ing the leaders of the len. Fortu
nalely, he failed, There were three
presidents in the military junta's two
year life, The revolutionary upsurge
of 1982 forced the military to put the
UDP, which they had deposed, back
In power with Sllas at its head.

tn the beginning workers hag many
flusions In the UDP. The PC; inhe
principal party of the workers' mbve-
menl, had two ministers, The:COB
andthe peasanls’ confederation were
led by members or supporters of the
upp, S
But the UDP remalned a *poputar
front"—a cross-class alliance tying
the workers' partles Lo the "lef”

- WORKERS POWER
PUBLIC MEETING
London
Thursday 2 March 1995, 7.30pm
. Reom $300,
London Schoof of Economics .
10 YEARS SINCE -
THE BOLIVIAN |,
GENERAL STRIKE

José Villa and ather activisis
from Bollvid will recall the events
and discuss lessons far

revolutionaries today.

Warkers Power 186 WORKERS HISTORY FEBRUARY 1905

BOLIVIA 1985

In March 1985 thousands of Bolivian min
Paz, and for more than two weeks held
engulfed by a general strile. José Villa,

their significance.

: ) i
Pensloners’ protest, La Paz 19875_ .

" bosses. But tha popular front couid

net satisfy the workers' needs. At
that time the whole of Latin America
was suffering the effecls of reces-
slon, sharp ises in debl servicing
and a coliapse In export prices.

In response to popwar pressure
the government pu wages up, but
pald for it by printing more and more
maney. The UDP offered the miners
ce-participalion in siate enterprises
and a series of benefits which quickly
evaporated in the heat of hyperinfla-
tion, The workers soon became disil-
lusioned with the UDP,

In November 1984 manufacturing
workers declared a general strke,
occupying the faclories and taking
thelr bosses hostage. Not a single
day passed without resh strikes and
demonstrations, March 1985 marked
the twenty-nintk manth of dislllusion-
ment with the popular front,

It was the PC and the MIR which
had instigated "co-government” dur-.
ing the UDP’s term In office by en-

couraging the COB Lo enter the cabl- .

net. juan Lechin, the miners' leatier
and head of the COB executive for
four decades, tried 1o mediate be-
ween the UDP and the radical rank
and fila in order Lo dissipale the dis-
content. The PC's support for Lhe
governmant al this moment Jled to it
losing ils predorinant place In the
workers” movemenl. The MIR then
split, with s left wing going on to
form the MiftMasas,

The COB held a congress In 1984,
It was polarised between the official

bloc around the PC on'the one side,
and the GRU on the olher, Tha DRU
was a trade unlon ailiance put io-
gether by Lechin, including the MIR-
Masas and the POR-De Pié [sea boxj.
Ratherthan fighting the popular front,
the DRY praferredio try and mdicalise
#. It put forward a number of radical
me&sures but proposed that the work-
ers enler the government and slate
enlerprises.

Gulllerno Lara’s POR {the POR-
Lora), which had aboutl 2% of the COB
delegales, tried lo pose as the oppo-
sitien to both wings, demanding an
insurrection to install the dictator-
ship of the proletarial. The DRU won,

. the PC lost positions and the MIR.

Masas candidale, Delgadillo, was
elected as the aumber two figure in
the COB,

When the miners fock La Paz in
1885 the lefl was paralysed. Il was

lalen by sumrise by the shamp fise in"-

mifitancy, The PC did averythlng pos-
sible Lo persuade the miners to mod-
erale thelr demands ang methods of

The Miners’
arch Days

ers descended upon the capital, La
the city while the country was
active in these events, assesses

was discontant and this was lertile
ground on which to sow agitation for
the barrachs to form soldiers’ com-
mittees and ally themselves with the
movement. Bul nol one organisation
of the far lelt called for the formalion
af soviet type arganlsalions.
After twa weeks of strike action the
armed forces oceupied the streels
and forced the federation to negoti-
ate. The COB leadars falled to organ-
isa any resisiance and sold out. The
niners returned home with only a
paliry pay rise to show for their slrug-

_Bles, Before the "March Days” Siles

had declded 10 cut shart his perod of
gavernment by one year in order to
bring forward the presidentlal clec.
lions. The right hoped Lo win and put
in plate a neolibera governmenl
which would lead an assault against
the proletasdal, The March Days de-
fayed the poll by severaf weeks and
the alections were not held until July
1985,

Banzar, who had ruled the country
as & diclator from 197110 1978, won

. the election, deciaring that he was

struggie. Lechin suggested repiacing:
Siles with another MNR leader,-
Delgailto argued thal Generat Sejas
should faunch a “patriptic™ coup, The
POR-Lora demanded the immediate
impositior of the dictalorship of the
prolelariat, although it gave no con-
crele expianallon of how this was to
be achieved. ’ .

Trolshy said that geberally i revo-
lutlonary processes a morment ar
rives &t which the vanguard of the
movemenl becomes so radicalised
that it spontaneously pushes towards
poewerbut the majority of the masses
do rot follow. The forces of reaction
can take advantage of this to pass
orto the counterattack, *

in Holivia the miners and sections
of workers in La Paz and the Andean
plateau wanled te take power. But
they were nol armed and had not
formed warkers' counclls and pepu-
tar gssembiies [soviels). Norhadthey
managed to split the army, The major-
ity of the peasanls, rmost sludenls
and tha Lowns i the low Jands and Lo
the west were not integrated into the
movement. in March 1985 the cen-
lral task was 1o organise the broad
mass of the rank and fife workers and
peasants in popular assemblies and
Lo arm them,

In March the miners held huge
assemblies wilh thousands partici-

. pating in the open air, At ane point

Lechin was booed out of the meating
by militant miners, The miners found
him and forced him to tale off his
lrademark italian hat and weara ordl-
nary miner's halmet! These assern-
blies were the raw material oul of
vihlch soviets could have been buil.
It was nacessary (o organise other
sectors of workers on the same ba-
sis. The assemblies should have then
alected defegates to a national ac-
tien council. The POR-Lcra fed the
University Faderation {Students” Un-

ion} in La Paz, a ¢lly with 40,000

studeats In a population of Jess than
a million. Meanwhile the POR-Da Pie
ran ihe manufacturing workers’ fed-
eralion and the unlon at the Siglo XX
ming{the biggest In Balivia), The rank
and file was radicalised and lhese
federations could have initlated the
formatian of an elected and account-
able popular assembly In La Paz.
They could have taken their message
oul Lo the country,

As a first slep such badies would
havé pul the distribution of fuel, gas
and food under their control. In the
armed forces and police force thera

going to impose order and slabllity.

La Paz, which only lhree or four
months eardier had supporied the
miners, was now transformed into &
bastion of support for Bénzer. The
pelit bourgeois majority of the La Paz
popuiationwere desperate foran end
to hyperinfiation ang Scarcity, and a
return to stability and order, if the
prolelarial could not deliver it {thanks
0 Lhe betrayal of its leadership} then
al least the extrerne nght would do
50, they thought.

Endorse

Despita winning the election,
Banzer had not received the 33% of
the vote required to assume office,
Parlfament refused Lo endorse him.
The “leR” then voled for Victor Paz
Eslenssoro’s MNR, and on 6 August
1985 Paz Estenssoro relurned la the
Presidency forthe fourth ima. Within
3 lew days his ilnance minister,
Sanchez de Lozada, launched his
economic shock therapy, Prices rose
overnighl~fourteen foldfl)—while
wages ware frozen. The organised
workers Look aclion sul the uban
lraders, shanty lown dwelters and the
peasants did not join the movement,

in September the COB announced
an indefinite gereral stiie against
Lhe economic shock. The gavernment
was able lo break the strile In the
laclories and the pubiic serviges,
During the second week of sirike
aclionthere was a workers’ ang popuy-
larassembly held in Oruro, with some
ten’ housand people {aking part.
Among the leaders were the com-
rades who founded Poder Obrero,
Workers Power's Bolivian sisler or.
ganisation,

Thal night the state decreed a state
of siege. Thousands of miners across
the whofe country began hunger
stitkes in their mine shalls, But the
MNR govemment wen out in the end.

Over the next vear, a series of

 defeals decisvaly closed the revoly-

tonary paried which had opened up
In 1982, Time was lo show just what
4 slralegle defeat this was for the
Balivian wordng class.

Inthe years that followed the heart
was fipped o of Lhe workers' move-
menl by the deslruction of the tin
mining industry. The whole movement
was thrawn back onlo the defensive
for the next decade as it tred to
regroup to protect the gains of the
1952 revolutlon from Lhe onslaught
of neo-liberalism,m

from MIR

COB {Bolivian Workers" Centre}: the Bofivian equivaient of
the TuC,

BRU: alliance formed within the COB in oppositien te the PG,

MIR [Left Revolutionary Movenient): exCaslroite current,
moved from verbal espousal of guerillaism in the Seventies
lo neoliberalism and government in the nineties,

MiR-Masas (Left Revolullonary Movement-Masses): lef split

MNR (Natlonal Ravolutionary Movement): a bourgeols na-
tionalist party that emerged triumpham out of the 1952
revolulion. The MMR pationallsed the mines and most
workers voted for it, But despite antkimperialist rhetorie
and a “ieft™ wing prépared lo ally with the workers, it

evenlually did the
maintaining order
meiit in Botivia

for the bosses, Now the party of govern-

MNRI (Natlonal Revolutianary Movement Left}: a short-lived
left split from the MNR in the Fifties.

PC: the {Stalinlst) Belivian Commupist Party,

POR-Lota (Revohttlonary Workors® Patty-lora): The POR, leg
by Gultierma Lora,

POR-De Plo (Revolutionary Workers’
syadicallst split from the POR, A very
oceastongly found iself in a positien of Influence,

UDP {Democratie and Popular Unton): s popular front involving
the PG, the MIR and MNRE, which won e elecllons in 1980,

Jolbr of deleating the working ¢lass and

Party-De Plé); a
small group hat




in 1957. We do not want a reactionary
safeguard lmposed to derail declslons
which upset the bosses.

Future support and prospects for the
Alliance depend on whelher New Labour
can gain substantial rade union support,
Up 1o now unions have not affiliated to
New Labour. However, there are blg rifts
In the making within the Council of Trade
Uniors (CTU).

The bureaucracy wants to mederate
oppasition to the ECA and to get a deal
with Labour based on the repeat of ECA
If Labour win office. About twenty unions
are opposed to this strategy and met in
late August to agree & different pian of
action. This ¢could lead to a new federa-
tian affiliated to New Labour, turning it
Into a bourgeais workers™ party, and thus
the Afllance into a fully fledged cros=-
class popuiar front.

The Afliance may draw In more sup-
port 1 National is fragmented by Peters’
defection and if New Labour becomes 2
serious hourgeois workers' party. Such
an Alliance—a Popular Front—will not
solve the problems of either New Zealand
capitalism or the needs of the workers.

" Nenetheless, if it draws substantial
suppert from thase desperata for a
change, under PR it might epen up a cri-
sls of legitimacy not jus1 of the form of
bourgeois parfiamentary rule but of the
very hatura of that ruie and the state it-
self.

Whatever form the
polisical struggle takes, our task now is
1o fight to forge a working class move-
ment that can not only recover its loss-
es but go on to [mpase jts own answer
1o the crisis.

The trade unions have taken a batter-
ing over the iast couple of years, espe-
cially under the ECA. Many have been
sidelined as empioyers have Ignored
them in drawing up rew contracts.

Some cnions have disaffillated from
the CTU, while others have Ignored Its
advice and fought back. Still more are
heading towards business unlonism,
seeking sweelheart deals with employers
at any price. S¢me unions have lost 50%
of thelr members. The Clerical Workers
Unien has disappeared.

Yet there are signs that workers wilt
fight to resist the ECA and the employers’
use of it. in Februaty 3 strike at Carpet

Yarns [n Christichurch was parily suc-
cessful and won a contract which In-
cluded union recognition.

In [ate July, over 1,200 pulp and pa-~
per workers struck agalnst Carter Holt
Harvey, one of New Zealand’s major
export companles, and in mid-Septem-
ber were stlil keeplng plcket lines up
sgainst scab labour.

Teachers and nurses have alse been
engaged In strike action against cuts In
funding. Seafarers, engineers and oth-
ars, whosa contracts ate up for renew-
al, ave slso preparing for sirike actlon.

wWorkers Power (NZ/AD
supports such actions. We predicted
the wage and welfare cuts that would
resuit from the EGA and alone called
for a general strike against its intro-
ductlon, = demand that was then taken
up by many workers zgainst the bu-
reaucracy of the CTU. Now we must

" raise the Issue of the repeal of the

ECA as a vital demand for all working
class actions and mobilisations.

Whilst critical support for PR can
help speed Up working class disiliusion
with bourgecis demacracy and pepu-
larise the idea of a2 workess' government
based on their own organisations of
struggle and power, we must fight
against any idea of waiting for the 1993
electlon result 1o bring rellef from the
attacks,

We must fight around demands that
weid the warkers Inta a unlted front of
struggle against the welfare cuts, the
new wage coniracts and whole ECA
machinery,

Workers Power will be ot the plcket
linas and demonstrations with our
propaganda. We are aetive in the current
strike wave and will fight to democratise
the struggles and the unlons. We cail on
the strangest unions not 1o sefttfe until
the weaker unions have won thelr fights.

We will work fer the formation of
elected and recaitable strike commit-
tees, councils of action and workers'
defence commitlees to protect them
from the attentions of police and scab
alike. Each and every fightback can be
the peolnt of departure for 2 general
atrike agaltst the ECA and thus for a
root and branch destructlon of all the
National government's plans—pasl,
present and fulure. [

Trotskyist International 9

Sam Lowry outlines
the situation facing
Bolivian
revolutionaries in
the unions. Below
we reprint the
analysis of our
Bolivian comrades,
from the July edition
of their paper.

The major Bolivian,
rade union corfederaticn, the COB
(Central of Bolivian Workers), held its
ninth congrass in May this year. Dele-
gates assembled in Sucre, Balivia on
May Day itself after an opening to the
year which witnessed renewad trade
unicn militancy in the face of govem-
ment austerity measures.

Delegates dispersed two weeks
later with a political document calling
for “subversive resistance” to the gov-
amment in their pockets but with a
new general secretary pledged to |
supparting that govemment’s nes-
liberal policies.

In Jaruary over 50C minars started
oif the year with a raund of viclent
protests on the streets of the capital,
La Paz, against the MIR/ADN govern-
meat’s privatisation plans for the state
mining cerparation, COMIBOL

The government intends to slash
the 7,000 strong workforee by 26%
and hand it over to private joint-ven-
ture projects.

Alter four weeks in the capital,
many miles from workmates and fami-
figs, and despite widespread solidarity
action from other sectors of workers,
the striking miners were sold out by
the COB officials who accepted the
principle of privatisation ir return for a
church-brokerad deal.

Cther disputes fiared up, including
a 24 hour off workers stoppage over
corrupt management on 12 February.
Two days later & one day gsneral
strike in La Paz organised by the Civic
Committee brought the city 1o a stand-
still. This potentially reactionary protest
was lad by the populist Mayor of La

UunNion

. SURVEYS]

Fighting the

ureaucracy
in Bolivia

Paz against the way the state budget
was dividad up to favour poorer re-
glons.

Public educaticn, & major gain of’
1952, has been a key target for the
government since 1985. Up to now
the unions have succeeded in stop-
ping the attempt 1o shed central state
respansibility for funding of education
orte the poarer municipalities.

In February, students and staff
respondad again miltantly to pro-
posed budget cuts and the privatisa-
tion of universities, which in Bolivia _
are open 1o everyone free of charge.

The students defied violent state
repression of thair demonstrations
and wor some budget increases from
the government. The naticnal teach-
ers’ unjon also called a general strike
over pay and mobilised a series of
militant demonstrations, finally win-
ning 2 20% pay rise and a bonus
payment. )

Since 2t least the-election of the
ADN-MIR government in 1889, the
general patterr: of class struggle has
been sae of defensive struggles in
the face of harsh altacks, genarally
derailed by reformist leaderships. In
recent years the labour movement
has been severely undermined by
such aitacks,

The miners are down to §,000
from over 27,000 in 1985, The
number of organised industrial work-
ers has been whittled down from
70,000 to 30,000 in the same pericd.
Coupled with the demise of Stalinism
and the discrediting of the lef, this
has led 1o the rise of populist parties.

In. Ef Alte, the huge shanty town

above La Paz, CONDEPA njles:the
council, while in Otura, oncs bastion
of the miners and stronghold of the
nationalist party of the 1952 revoiu-
tion—the MNR~ the UCS party of
beer magnate Max Femandez won
last December's muncipal elections.

Parties ke CONDEPA and UCS
profit from the disilusion of the mass-
es in the fighting capacity of the un-
jans and from the cynicist with which
they now greet the nationalist rhetoric
of the national partias,

The mass of unemployed and un-
deremployed prefer the “seif-help”
schemes and meagrs paliiatives of the
populists 1o the betrayed and bankrupt
visions of nationalism.

The COB and its affiliates are now
faced with a major crisis of dizection.
Divisions resurfaced this year over
nereasing the weight of the peasants’
reprasentation in the bureavcracy, the
need for a new—that is, multi-class—
strategy and for a mora “Bolivian™ or
Indiganist appreach.

Since Juan Lechin, the historic

The COB Congress:

One of the major
concetns of the workers” movement's
trade unlon struggle and of its aliies, in
both the ¢ountryside and the city, Is 1o
get surefooted leaders who wiil take the
path 1o victory, and retake the con-
quests of neoliberaltsm.

Howaver, we must not forget that the
new National Executive Cammitiee
(CEN) of the Balivian Workers’ Central

isader of the COB, relinquished his
thirty year hald on the teins, the COB
has elected a new leader at the three
last congresses.

This year, despite voting far z “left”
poiitical document from the left reform-
ist PRP of Edgar Ramirez, congress
elected Cscar Salas as its new leader,

Supported by a broad range of
popuiist and rightist crganisations,
Salas’ election signals a major turn
away from “raditional” class struggle
politics: he is an apen supporter of
the government whe accepts privatisa-
tion as inevitable.

There was a noticeable increase in
right wing delegates and cificials and
outright bourgeois parties were repre-
sentad toa, Thay happily did a deal
with elemants of the left over the politi-
cal decumsnt in order to secure their
candidate’s election.

The left will have to rally their forc-
es rzpidly if they wish to see any of
the document's fine phrases come to
life. ]

results and prospects

[COB) Is composed of thase who, with
official support, practically took over
the [eadership. The officials’ rele in this
avent was to divide the COB and the
workers’ movetnant. The pelitical dosu-
ment which demanded “Actlive reslst-
ance and subversion, and popular In-
surrection 10 defeat nealibaralisnt snd
bulld socialism™ did not mention refusal
1o recognise the externai debt, which is

September/December 1292
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 Spring wave of

E&wgﬁﬁ protest rocks

. - - - o - -
Qm.um. @ M.m\ In Margh teachers, tin miners and peasants tnounted =~ -

mass resistance to the government. Demonstrations,
hunger strikes, and repression followed fast upon one
ancther. Sam Lowry reports from Bolivia

Bolivia LGOS 10 the polls on &
June. But before the electoral campaign
began, the country was rocked by a
militant wave of working class strug-
gles. On T March sixteen leaders of the
COB (Bolivia's trade union councif}
began a hunger strike in prolest at gov-
ernment plans for yel more cuts in pub-
lic spending.

Within four days, there were twenty
such hunger sirikes invalving 134 strik-
ers. Nine days later they had been
feined by over 600 more at 43 sites.

The strikers sought an end lo gov-
ernment privatisatian plans in hezlth
and education as well as the state min-
ing eompany (COMIBOL), They hoped to
halt further cuts in the already inade-
quate social security provislons.

They zimed to get uncultivated land
owned by the latifundistas transierred 10
indigenous and rural commurities. The
CCB's central demand was for a basic
maonthly family wage of 1,462 bolivianos
($348) as compared 1o the present mini~
mum of 3006 ($74). .

The COB’s campaignwas
by re means uaproblemaltic. For exam-
ple, it accepted the rights of the lati-
fundistas to hold huge tracts of-Jand
despite the 1953 land reform which
clearly gave Jand rights anly to those
who work the land. Equally, it failed to
distinguish between stale controi of
nationalised industries and workers®
control and It did not wara against the
dangers of planned Joint venture
projects In the mining industry.
Nevertheless, it provided an Impor-
tant focus for the entire fabour and
peasant movement and showed the
potential lo mobiiise the working popu-

lation zgalnst the government on a
massive scale.

The hunger strike s aclas-
sic tzctic of the Bolivian class struggle.
In 1878, & mass hunger strike started by
miners* wives, and Invelving more than
1,000 people, was the catalyst in bring-
ing down the hated Banzer dictatorship.

The current hunger strike was in-
tended 1o act as a natienal fegus for the
growing disgontent in the country,
sparked off by the government’s “offer”
of between 9% and 16% wage rises for
teachers, health and other pubiic sector
workers. '

In Santa Cruz, the Civie Cemmilles
issued & call 1o arms if the reglonal
budget should be cut and workers oe-
cupied an Important oil installation.
There was 8 regional sirike in the De-
partiment of La Paz,

Nevertheiess, the hunger strike is
essentislly a defensive and passive
tactic, The best and most covrageous
militanis who join the sirike become cut
off from the rank and file and it ls very
difficult for the mass of workers to
develop Jonger term tactics and strate-
gies.

They become fearful for the health -
of their leaders and, thus, the dirmen-
siens of the campaign are set by the
stamina of the hunger strikers. What
was necessary 1o take the campaign
forward was the direct mobilisation of
the mass of workers themselves,

At the same litne as the COB hunger
strike, the minets” upion, FSTMB, was
preparing its own action against gov-
ernment culs.

Historically, the tic miners have been
the vanguard of the Boifivian working

Trotskyist International 11

ciass. Before the collapse of the market
in October 1985, there were 27,000
miners in COMIBOL, loday there are
just 4,35 and, with tin prices siill low,
the Warld Bank is demanding still more

cuts as the basis for further loans.

The innmediate plansof
the government of the ex-left nationatist
MIR of Paz Zamora involved sacking
B36 miners, closing the least efficlent
pits at San Jes#, Bolivar, Mzchacamar-
¢a ahd Santa Fé and intraducing joint
venture schemes at the more economic’
mines such as Huanuni and Celquiri.

The intention was then to await the
resuits of the 6 June elections befare
announcing a further package which
would cut the workforce 1o a mete 343
miners.

During the first week of March, min-
ers began arriving in La Paz. They held
daily demonstrations with the teachers
who were mounting a nationwide ¢am-
palgn against the gavernment's pay
oifer. Thousands look part In these
marches which were violently broken up
by the police and army using tear gas.

Support for the demonstrators was
widespread because of the Impact of
government price rises of 8% for petrol
and diesel and 4.5% for the bottied gas
which Is the nermal eooking fuel in
Balivia,

Added to this, Paz Zamaora signed a
deal to export jiguld gas to Brazil at 2
price widely belleved to representa
finanelal loss.,

When a landslide ruptured the main
intermal fuel pipellne, leading to shorts
ages everywhere, disgust lurped to
anger and spontzneous biockades of
major reads by furiaus housewives

added to the gavernment’a problems.,

Oxn. 8 Maxch, after a series of
delegate rteetings, the COB cafled an
indefinite general strike to be Jolned, in
stages, by different sectors of workers.
©On 12 March, the oll werkers came out
and peasant union leaders announced
plans for a nationwide road bieckade on
the 15th.

Although the oll workers' sirike end-
«d alter two days= snd the road biockade
was caliad off, the pressure resulted In
a new round of talks between the gov-
ernment and the COB ¢n 18 March,
Under pressure from the rank znd fite,
no agreement was reachied and the -
government broke off all negotiations
with a final, 1ake It or leave It, offer of
20% for tha teachers.

At the szme time, it ordered a nation-
al crackdown an “public disturbances™.
‘this took the form of & natienal ban on
all demonstrations with armed soldiers
patrolling the streets of the mzjor cities.
A full scale, national “state of siege”
was palitically impossible because,
eanstiiutionally, such a meastre has to
last at least ninety days and this would
have included the election period,

Nonetheless, a regional state of
siege was declared In Potost where the
Civie Commiittee, in contrast to many
arsund the country, had been pursuing
its part in the national mobillsation with
great vigour, {n epsuing street fights
with the army, many workers and stu-
dents were injured, two disappeared, a
police station was burned 1o the greund
and one 14 year old student was Kiiled.

Despite the repression, miners and
teachers continued thelr struggle. In
many towns, soldiers drove hunger
strikers from thelr plckets with tear gas
and around the country leading trade
unionists were arrested, some being
toriured for information aboust their
comrades.

On 22 March, in defiance of
COB Instructions, miners and teachers
led 2 militant march from El Alto on the
outskirts of La Paz inte the city itseif.
They confronted armead soldlers and
police with sling shots and racks and
two police stations were razed after
prisoners in them were released.

Inn the early hours of 23 Macch, the
COB signad a deal with the gevernment,
This accepted the 20% for teachers but
anly 9% for health workers,

Detaltiees weare released, the privath-
sation of health upd education was put
on ice and there was a vague agree-
ment 1o consult over future privatisaton
plans. in the mining sector, FSTMB's
misgulded plans for worker manage-
ment (l.e. worker ilability for losses)
were 1o be “considered™ and privatisa-
tion was formally rejected.

However, this did not rule out joint
ventures which wouid sndoubtedly lead
te further redundancies. Miners them-
selves only gained a 12% pay rise, bare-
iy keeping place with infiation.

This sattiement was clearly a sell-out
and was seen as such by the militants.
Many hurger strlkers, despite being
ciose to coma, opposed the dezl but
thelr isclation from the actual arena of
slruggie left them heipless.

The rank and fleof the
peasant union, CSUCTB, belatedly
called a national congress In order ta
discipline and replace the treachercus
leadership that had called off the na-
tionat road blockade at the helght of the
struggle,

Aithough the teachers and miners
left La Paz, the fight continued in some
pits for another two weeks until troops
cccupied them.

A final altempt to secure further
strike action In early Apreil was derailed
by the leaders ¢f the COB and of the
tleachers’ and miners’ unlens. This
marked the end of the period of mobili-
sation in which the workers had sue-
ceeded in defending and extending their
organisations and had secured z
number of partial gains on the econom-
ic front

At the same time, it Is clear that
much more could have been won had
the full potential of the mobilisations
been realised. Once agaln, the llons of
the Balivian working class have been
led by donkeys.

Poder Obrero (Boiivia) was
energetically invelved from the start In
the aftermath of the sell-out, Trotskylsts

In Bolivia must be guick to draw the
Important lessons of the atruggle. Cru.-
¢ial to 1=kIng the strike forward would
have heen the ceeaticn of local and
reglenal ecunclls which could have
ccqrdinated direct aclion, forged a
national command and selzed the inltta-
tive from the vaciliating natlonal leader-
ships.

Such councils, composed of mili-
tants from alf the workers' organisa-
tlons wouid pledge to fight uncompro- )
misingly against all privatisations.

Using the tactics of direct mass
action—accupations of the pits and
factories, the biockade of all major
roads, general strikes and the creation
of workers' defence forces—workers
would have been able 1o draw in the
support of the peasant organisations
across the country.

They could have farmed the basis for
2 ouanmﬁm.z that went beyond the defen-
sive and immaediately economic de-
mands of the COB and called for work-
ers’ control of industry and the public
sector, full scale iand reform and the
end to payments on the external debl 1o
the imperialist banks, ’

Im time, such councits could have
established themseives as the recog-
nised leadership of the wotking class,
In the short term, however, It was nec-
essary to fight 1o cenvens an extraordi-
nary cengress of the COB 10 demand
that the existing leaders planned and
coordinated the escalation of the aciion
or, il necessary, to replace them alto-
gether.

Tha end of the mobilisations and
their replacament by the electorai cir-
cuses of the main parties has only
served (o highlight the fack of a2 werking
elass political party in Bolivia.

The election Isa test between
reacticnary baurgeols blocs. The most
important candidates are Huge Bdnzer
and Gonzale Sdnchez de Lesada,

Bénzer was the feroclous anti-com-
munist dictator between 1971 and 1378.
Ironieally, he is backed foday by those
parties thal he used 1o persecute—MIR
and the PCML.

Sancher is the auther of the neo-
liberal model and head of the MNR.
Other important bourgeois candidates
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prolemr and fe .

Translated from Poder Obrero (Bolivia), February, 1993

THE POLICY OF the government is to privatise the
economy of the country. Because of this it does not, and
will not, accept any alternative plans that the workers
put forward which fly in the face of their policy. Ifup to
now the workers' movement has resisted and avoided

privatisation it is due to the solid actions they have’

undertaken such as the seizure of the San Jowé or Tasna
mines and the marches to La Paz.

The FSTMB [the miners’ union} and its leaders
propose “alternative plans” or “delegate administrations”
that are destined to fail and thatonly divert, disorientate,
weaken and waste the time of the workers in their
struggle. The alternative plan of workers’ self-
management consists of transferring the administration
of COMIBOL [state mining compay] into the hands of
the FSTMB for a set period of time. This new
administration would be in charge of finding capital
investment to regenerate the state mining sector. The

administration would modify the present worker-em-
ployer relationship: state-employed workers would -

hecome FSTMB-employed workers.

The proletarian nature of the most combative union
sector would be lost, which, in turn, would mortally
wound the proletarian hegemony of the COB [the upited
trade union confederation in Bolivia]. All “self-manag-
ing” and “co-managing” workers are doomed to defeat in
a market economy in a capitalist country, In order to get
out of the economic crisis the prolotariat would need to
take over the whole economy. That is to say, it would
need to control the banks, the economics ministry,
external trade, etc.

This will only be possible with the seizure of political
power on the part of the workersled by their own political
party. Therefors, all gelf-management measures,
whatever their colouration, can only lead to a complete
economic breakdown. In order to overcome the crisis the
workers would have to super-exploit themselves and
take on casual workers who they would in turn exploit.
The self-managing businesses would have to compete
against each other and to set production at a maximuri
which would mean refusing to respect stoppages and
strikes organised by their unions.

The “delegate administration”, which emerged in the

city of Oruro under the leadership of the COD [the

regional organisation of the COB] in an attermpt to find
an alternative to privatisation, proposed that the
administration of COMIBOL mines (in this case of San
José) pass into the hands of regional bodies like the Civic

Committee, the University, and the trade union of that
sector. This would not lose the worker-employer
relationship between COMIBOL and the workera and
the state would re-invest capital in the businesses in
order to regenerate them economically. This “delegate
administration” conserves the present worker-employer
relation. However, it extends worker gelf-management
and other bourgeois and petit-bourgeois relationships
under the umbrella of bodies such as the Civie
Committecs. All this would run up against the same
insurmountable obstacles inside the capitalist system.
The alternative plans can be put forward by the worlkers
to its own government and not to the bourgeois govern-
ment. To raise the alternative plans with the class en-
emy represents nothing but a betrayal of the working
class. These plans can only tie the workers to bad bour-
geois administrations and involve themt in self-

“exploitation.

Both plans were rejected by the government given
thatits crystal clear intention was the implementation of

_ a neo-liberal privatisation policy no matter what the

cost.

The miners of San José, disorientated by their lead-
ers with their alternative plans and negotiations about
the payment of wages and food stores, resisted
throughout 1992 in the face of great pressure and the
government’s privatisation offensive. However, this re-
gistance suffered from a constant weakening. Around
150 out of BOO workers have abandoned the struggle.

This weakening, and one ought to repeat, is due to the
deceitful and disorientating policy of their union leaders.
After having fought for workers’ self-management dur-
ing the first half of 1992 they have gone over to fight for
the delegate administration. During the whole of last
year the workers heroically resisted the attack of the
government. despite their disorientating and feeble lead-
ers.

Face with a negative and discouraging outcome the
miners of San José now seek to settle for better social
benefits than the workers had before. However, the
struggle isn’t lost. The only thing, at this moment, that
can save the state mining companies from privatisation
or closure is the seizure of the mines within the framework
of national and regional mobilisations.

In the Santa Fé mine the workforce has been cut. Out
of the 170 that used to be thers, there are now 100, The
miners of Bolivar, disorientated by their official leaders,
just hope to keep their jobs whether the company is
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privatised or not, If a future private company sacked the
workers only then would they react against privatisa-
tion. This tactic is collaborationist and false inasmuch as
the clags enemy has taken into consideration this
possibility and is prepared for this moment.. Today the
workers of Bolivar aren’t producing anything and some,
encouraged by a management which aims to dismantle
the mine, are just passing the time doing absolutely
nothing. COMIBOL cancels their wages. The same thing
is happening at Ingenic Machacamara where fome
workers keep an eye on the plant while the great majority
enjoy a kind of paid holiday. This is the general situation
that all the nationalised mines find themselves in with
the exception of a few such as Huanuni. But these aren’t
outside the privatisation plan.

Only by seizing the mines and imposing workers”

control over production and marketing can workers

prevent the privatisation or closure of the mines. The ‘

state must invest in its companies in order to reactivate
them, And to finance it we demand the end of payments
on the astronomical foreign debt. It is the bourgeoisie
that has administered the state and COMIBOL. The
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workers must not collaborate with the bouigeois state
through the drawing up of alternalive plans.

In the face of the closure of state-owned companies we
must seize them and demand that the govermment in-
vestsin order to reactivate them under collective workers’
control. We must also demand the opening of the books,
In this way we can demonstrate that the workers are not
the cause of the crisis. Rank and rile assemblies can
decide what we do with the corrupt officials that have
embedded themselves in the ranks of the workers and in
the boardrooms,

Collective workers’ control is a transitory atep. It
would last a short time under a capitaliat state. 1t
indicates that workers will not collaborate with the
bourgeoisie, prevents privatisation and, more, directs
the struggle towards an entirely new system—that is to
say, towards socialiem.

* Long live class independence!

*  Fight privatisation!

*  Occupy the mines!

*  Tmpose collective workers’ controll



Bolivia; privatisation, elections

and the workers

* Document passed by the Fourth Conference of Poder Obrero (Bolivia)
_ August 1993 ‘ | | |

Sinco the 1085 CPSU Congress.when Gorbachev

announced perestrofka’s arrival, we have seen the
collapse of the “socialist states” of Eastern Europe. After
Lenin’s death in 1923, the bureaucracy headed by Stalin
began to strangle the socialist revolution opened up in
1617, Stalin sealed the national frontiers to prevent the
spread of secialist revolution (“socialism in one country”)
and denied the possibility of making revolutions in
backward countries without industrialisation and
peaceful coexistence with the bourgeoisie. The
government of workers’ councils (soviets) was replaced
by the dictatorship of bureaucratic terror allied with
imperialism against world revolution. Thug, immediately
after the Second Werld War Roosevelt, Churchill and
Stalin divided up the world in the name of “peaceful
coexistence”. The sarae bureaucracy that obstructed the
construction of socislism has collapsed and delivered
itself into the arms of capitalism. In the ex-USSR and
Tastern Turope openly bourgeois governments are
already in place (e.. Poland and Russia) which are
fostering nationalisin at the same time as restoring
capitalism, bringing with it unemployment, collosal price
rises and privatisaticn: One dramatic sxample is Yeltsin
who is frying to push. Russia towards capitalism along a
fast-track and taking total power as president to do it.
Another tragic example is the inter-ethnic war in ex-
Yugoslavia: the bloody confrontation between Boanians,
Croats and Muslims to keep existing teritory or occupy
new ground, The collapse of Stalinism has provoked the
growth of reactionary forces—racism,. fascism, inter-
ethnic struggles. This does not lead us to fight for the re-

establishment of Stalinist regimes. While we clearly -

defend unconditionally the workers’ states from
{mperialist aggression and other reactionary forces, at
the same time we call for political revolution and for

. workers to take power into their own hands through

workers’ councils, led by a revolutionary party.

- Breathing spuce for imperialism.

Workers all over the world, but mainly in the semi-
colonies, had many illusions in the degenerate workers’
states. The disintegration of the USSR, the transition of
other countries of Eastern Europe to the market economy,
at the same time ag the defeat of the Sandinistas in

Nicaragua and the defeat of the guerrillasin El Salvador,
. has had a negative influence on the consciousness of the

workers’ .movement worldwide, as well as giving
imperialism renewed political strength. This is why
imperialism smashed Iraq and later invaded Somalia,
The aim is to install themselves with all their military

power in these regions and increase the oppression of the
serni-colonies. Now, it is doing everything possible to
destroy the degenerate workers’ states that still exist
and impose bourgeois regimes: Cuba, Vietnam, China
and North Korea. One example is the Torricelli Law, the
economic blockade of Cuba. Our struggle must include
the defence of these degenerate workers’ states against
imperialist attack and against their repressive
governments and forces, we fight for political revolution
in these states. We fight for workers councils to take
power and decide everything. Castro announced the
opening of Cuba towards a market economy which means
a further defeat for the Stalinist bureaucracy. This
rupture in Stalinist policy gives imperialigm more force
and breathing space in the midst of its own crisis, It will
not wait for a second before attacking the workers’
movement of these countries and semi-colonies. However,
imperialism is not able to impose its new world order, it
is deepening the contradictions between the imperialist
countries and the workers’ movement of the- world is
resisting in some regions more than others.

‘ How imperiolism dims to save ltself
The major industrial capitalist countries (USA, Ja-
pan, EC) have imposed neo-liberal policies since the end
of the 19708 in order to reverse their excessive budget
and balance of payments deficite (USA is losing more
than $150 millien a year in the world market). First

. Thatcher then Reagan started implementing neoliberal

polices in their respective countries, public spending was

reduced and major state companies were privatised (e.g.

transport in England). They are fiexcely attacking work-
ers’ gains in their own countries. ‘
~ The USA is facing grave problems due to its economic

‘decline when compared with Europe and Japan. The

North American fiscal deficit has reached more than

.$400,000 million and for this an adjustment programme

is needed to correct the deficit. The implementation of
neoliberal policies, in an attempt to solve the crisis, hag
stagnated the economy, inflation has rigsen from 2.9% in
1092 to 4.3% today. The economies of backward countries,
that are subject to imperialism, are increasingly more
unstable, as the USA offloads all its problems on to them.

In this context the capitalist “new world order” has
not been established because of the inter-imperialist
contradictions (USA v. EC and Japan) and because there
are still degenerated workers' states (China, Cuba,
Vietnam and North Korea). Every day the economic
power of the USA is being relegated unlike their military
power. Clearly it is still the guard-dog of the capitalist
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world. The European Commmunity and Japan are taking
shape as the next hegemonic imperialist powers. So as
not to be left behind Bush has launched theThe Initiative
for the Americas, which is, in Clinton's words, the
American Common Market. It will aim to build a single
market. This is part of neo-liberal policy: the freeing up
of the supply and demand in the semi-colonies (such as
Bolivia) in order to invade our markets with their own
products, Ttis the law of the market. Backward countries
have become bitby bit merely the source of raw materials
and cheap labour. New policies are imposed, changing
the judicial and economie structures of these countries,
putting “their states” at their disposal. According to
Bush, this plan includes the creation of a multinational
srmed force under imperialist hegemony that would
allow the imposition of neo-liberalism and the
militarisation of Latin America. Today they have not
changed their mtenhon inspite of the “pacifiam” of
Clinton.

Obstucles to the Imposition of neo-liheralism

"The smooth application of neo-iliberal policies is not
viablein backward capitalist countries because the social
cost is too high. Venezuela, a much richer country than
Bolivia, has already retreated from it's application. In
the majority of backward capitalist countries where they
are trying to take neo-liberalism forward its application
has provoked all kinds of responses;. state coups in Haitd,
Venezuela, and Guatemala; mass mobilisations; a
referendum in Uruguay (in which the proposed
privatisation was repudiated); brutal repression by the
national bourgeoisie. It is because of having to irapose
this policy that itis necessary to defeat the organisations
of the workers and the people and it is there that they
met their first stumbling block. There are still regions
where the struggles of the movement of workers and the
exploited continue. While private property continues to
exist, and above all poverty and hunger, the class struggle
asgerts itself daily, thus reaffirming the need and
possibility of socialism.

Governments swore that neoliberal policies would
reduce the external debt, It; grew by more than $4438,000
million in 1993, at the same time that $200,000 million
left Latin America. The incipient national bourgeoisies
were hardly able to recouy 20% of the amount that left
these countries. This means that capital is leaving the
countries of the south for the imperialist countries.

The renowed strength of the workers’ movement in Latin Amerlcs
The workers’ movement, in general in Latin America
fought back. In the majority of countries the bourgeoisie
tried to smash it. The main obstacle for the
implementation of neoliberal policies is the reaction and
resistance that it provoked in the popular and workers’
movements, Being om the sharp end of unemployment,

poverty and low wages. the exploited and oppressed

maasses have rigsen up against those who implemented
the model. Thanks to the enormous mobilisation of the
masses in Brazil first Collor was sacked and now Perez
in Venezuela. However, there is not enough force nor a
revolutionary leadership to guide these events along the
path of revolution. The reaction of the popular and

workers' movements is wasted because of the absence of

a political leadership. This is what is happening in
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general in Latin America. Venezuela, Peru, Uruguay
and Bolivia are the clearest examples of resistance to the
implementation of the necliberal model, For this reason
they are seeking to eliminate the vanguard of the workers’
mevement. Faced with these obstacles, together with
corruption, coups are their only solution, e.g. Venezuela
and Guatemala and Peru where the coup has been
consolidated. In these countries, in order to impose
néoliberal policies, especiaily in Peru, the force of the
military was needed. In Chile, neoliberal measures were
imposed through the bloody regime of Pinochet, Today,
a8 in other countries, poverty and unemployment has
iriereased in Chile.

The yeors of neo-borolism,
* After more than a decade of neoliberal policier they
héve not besn the success that, the World Bank, the IDB

© and the IMF wanted. Imperialism failed to recover from

the crisis, although the partial implementation of
neoliberal policies in Latin America is bearing certain
frusits for imperialism, The president of the IDB, Enrique
Iglesias, showed his discontent when he said “the increase
in the number of poor in Latin America-~183 million in
1989—would lead to the collapse of neo-liberalism”. Also
ECLA announced in their analysis that “only 5% of the
population increased their income while 75% had theirs
réduced”. In general, poverty has increased in Latin
America by 37 to 53% in the 80’s. Throughout this period
a tiny group of the richest bourgeoisie (particularly in
Ai'gentina, Brazil, Mexico and Venezuela) has exported
investment ouf of Latin America to the tune of $7,461
million. between 1988 and 1990. While the governing
classes make themselves rich through business (Collor
in Brazil and Perez in Venezuela) they are fought by the
legalist sectors of the bourgeoisie backed by the popular
and workers’ movements,

Another problem they are facing in Latin America is
nhmg inflation. Last year Brazil had inflatien of more
than 40%. In Colombia—the miracle economy of the
1980’s——had an inflation rate of 1.9% in in March this
year. This is an alarming annual rate of 30%. This
economic scenario frightens world imperialism's
economic agencies and shatters their hopes in the
neoliberal miracle. The demands to privatise face these

" obstacles in the countries of the southern hemisphere,

We can conclude that Latin America is seeing the
resurgence of the forces of the workers’ movement
compared to the end of the 1980’s and that the economy
is not showing the growth so anxiously hoped for by the
neo-liberals, Furthermore, the external debt is growing,
unemployment has risen alarmingly, poverty is a reality
in all the cities and villages of Latin America, inflation is
rising dangerously and imperialism is unable to achieve
its’ objectives.

The Crisis of Statsm in Bolivia
In the 1952 revolution the masses imposed bourgeois
democratic gains on the MNR government such as the
nationalisation of the mines, agrarian reform, free
education, universal vote ete. As a result of the revolution
the bourgeoisie, supported by imperialism, found itself

" obliged to adopt the statist economic model to stop the

revolutionary advance of the masses and the wrath of
imperialism. It was a way to stop the socialist revolu-



tions of the world. This statist method was strengthened
by the EDER plan, imposed by Siles Zuazo in 1956 by
bloodletting and fire.

Until the 1970’s this was the model. It was imposgible
to take the gains away from the masses that had cost
them so much in 1952, Unemployment was low and the
state still regulated the economy. Yet despite the
economic boom of the 1970's the bourgeoisie was
incapable of renewing plant and equipment. With thede
disadvantages the Bolivian economy entered into crisis
in 1978, The crisis was accompanied by the revolutionary
upsurge of the masses and a generalised level of
discontent at the corruption in business of the Banzer
government. These features caused a shift in the policy
of imperialism towarda support for democratic processes

in Latin America. The Banzer dictatorship crurabled hnﬂ :

consequently the statist model entered into full crisis

opening up a revolutionary period after the 1980—82'

Garcla Meza-ist dictatorship,

- During the following UDP government there was an

upsurge in the masges that wag not fransformed into a
socialist revolution because of the lack of a revolutionary
leadership. After this there was demoralisation which

was expressed in the 1985 elections and the crises of the

left parties. The UDP government was dogged
by hyperinflation and a haemorrahging of foreign ex-
change; the statist model had entered its death agony.
After the revolutionary period of 1982-86 that ended
with the “March for Life” the bourgeoisie stabilised the
government but still faced the same obstacle as in the

1920's—the organised popular and workers’ movements.

. The resistence of the pepulur ond workers’ movements

After only a month of the new MINR-ADN government
ministers launched the New Economic Policy (Decree
DS21060). The response was a general strike that lasted
,more than a month, together with a massive hunger
strike in September 1986. The government was forced to
impose a state of siege and embarked upon a period of
repression. The bourgeoisie placed its hopes in the neo-
liberal recipes of the IMF and supported all the measures
of force ageinst the popular and workers’ movernents. In
1986 they relaunched their NEP offensive, in response to
a general wave of discontent originating in Oruro and

Potosi. The mining proletariat focussed this anger in the -
“March for Life”. Once again the response was a state of .

siege and masgsive sackings of workers, particularly in

the mines (more than 23,000) and the factories under the"

- name of “relocation”.

The government’s justification for these measures was, -

firatly, to stop the crisis brought about by the UDP and to
deal with the collapse in the price of tin. In truth there
was a worldwide collapse of commodity prices which
plunged the statist model of development into a crisia,
deprived of traditional revenues, Traditionally, our
economy was based on the export of minerals, particu-
larly tin, In the 1950% the country depended for 96% of

its export earnings on the sale of tin by the state mining -

company (COMIBOL), In 1984 gas and mineral exports
were still 35% of the total. In 1992 exports were the
following: minerals, 49.5%, non-traditional products,
26.2%, hydrocarbons, 16.6% and reexports, 7.8%.

We cannot ignore that today’s economy is also based
ot the economy of coca-cocaine. Taking into account that

the foreign exchange does not circulate in the productive

‘gector but in the goods and services sector {chalets,

luxury cars ete.) it is yet to be proved that this money
supports industry.

The bourgeolsis selis out
In this context the bourgeocisie managed to impose the

first part of their neoliberal plan—the drastic reduction

of hyperinflation at a very high social cost: alarmingly

" high unemployment, growth of the informal sector in the

economy to embrace more than half of the economically
active population (not covered by social security), wage
cuts, cuts in all public expenditure and especially the
budget for education and health, the growth of poverty.
The economy of the country went into recession which
the bourgeoisie labelled “economic stabilisation”. The
productive sector of the country is still stagnant and
agriculture has not recovered {rom the crigis of the 1980's
due to drought and the lack of machinery.

Another important development is the reform of the
tax system. Thanks to this reform they have managed to
defraud the people on 8 massive scale, Even worse is the

Jinecrease in VAT from 10% to 13%. However, the

governments that tried to impose neo-liberalism (MNR-
ADN and MIR-ADN) have encountered resistance and
struggle against these tax hikes, double taxation, VAT.
from large layers of the people such as the trade unions,
The governments have been forced to be more flexible,
for example, with land taxes in the countryside,

The result of eight years of neo-liberalism is that our
country is among the five poorestin Latin America and
the 44th poorest in the world, with a rate of infant
mortality of 110 deaths for every 1000 births and with &
per capita income of $650 (Switzerland has $32,689 and
Brazil more than $7000).

These attacks were all savage blows to the popular
and workers' movements. The vanguard of the
proletariat, the miners, are reduced in numbers, The
same goes for the factory workers which unconditionally

.supported all the miners’ strupggles of the past 60 years.
a4

Privatisation. The vitel step for the conselidation of nsoliboralizm
In order to “reactivate” the country’s economy the
bourgeoisie must follow up with the second part of their
neoliberal plan: privatisation of the state owned
companies, with the aim of attracting new capital to try
and jump start the productive sector. However, there are

" serious obstacles in the path. The bourgeoisie still has

not defeated the popular and workers’ movements.
Bolivia is still considered to be a pelitically unstable
country. This means that capitalists are frightened to
invest in the country not just for economic reasons,

Imperialism is forcing the bourgeoisie to use the law
against those who oppose their plans. New legislation is
being passed by parliament to change the legal
framework of the country, overhauling the 1967
Constitution which embodies the old bourgeois
nationalizsation ideals. The clearest example of this is the
restructuring of the present administration of COMIBOL
through the intorduction of independent management of
companiea, The first step is the transformation of
Huanuni, Sante Fe, Viloco into “co-operatives”, These
steps prepare the terrain ahead for the most important
goal: the privatisation of COMIBOL.
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The April strike wave in Bolivia
PODER OBRERO (Bolivic, Special editon, 14 April 1994

The majority of the COB! have decided to launch an

indefinite general strike from Friday, 15 April. Every
student and worker should fully support this measure
and make sure that the leadership actively carries it out.
The hunger strike movement, alongside mobilisations by
students and teachers, is beginning to grow. The univer-
sity sector is now in the forefront of this conflict. How-
_ever, the movement is beginning to extend to other
sectors. The hunger strikes, which started two weeks
ago, have continued to spread, until by 11 April they
involved more than one hundred people in almost all the

departmental capitals, Thirty five miners on hunger

strike, demanding the right to xeturn to their workplaces,
organised a special protest picket in the form of a “cruci-
fixion” on top of the UMSA? building; amongst themis a
mother with her baby. On the afterncon of 1.1 April rural
teachers called for mobilisations throughout the country.
In La Paz more than 8,000 of them arrived for the march
‘from the 19 provinees of the department. In Oruro more
than 3,000 rural and urban teachers and students
marched together to the central square on 10 Febiuary.
At the end of the rally the students burnt the pink flags
of the MINR? which were flying from the prefecture build-
ing.

The rural beachers confederation was the ﬂrst to
declare an indefinite strike last week, The majority of the
rank and file are joining the strike, On Wednesday 18
April the teachers of the city of La Paz went on strike.
Two days later an indefinite general strike started in the
health sector. On Tuesday 12 April, 1,500 to 2,000 sty-
dents, together with the teaching and adminisirative
staff’ of the Unwermty of Cochabambat, began a mass

- hunger strike. The aimis that in the followmg days 4,000
people from La Paz alone will join the hunger strike. In
Santa Cruz, Potosi, Cochabamba and La Paz sharp

- clashes have occurred between students and the forces of
represgion. The marches on Monday (11 April) proved
bigger and more radical than the marches called by the
COB for either the 30 March national stoppage or that of
7 April in La Paz.

There are other sectors on hunger strike besldes edu-
cation, These involve leaders of the COB and all the
departmental and regional union congresses, the min-

ers, the factory workers, Lloyd Aero Boliviano workers,

and others. The CSUTCB® has called a national peasant
blockade of the highways for 28 April, But this date is

more than two weeks away, It would be far better to-

bring it forward so that it can link up and add to the
pressure of the developing mass movement, On Tuesday,
12 April, in Potosi, the miners of the private firm Goni-
Patifio toolt part in a radical mass demonstration to the
central square, Thé umvermty'students notonly went on
to block the streets but eccupied various public buildings
and private offices in order to prevent staff from enter-
ing. These events highlight two tendencies that it is

important to draw attention to: one is the involvement of
private sector workers and the other is the tactic of mass
occupations. In every city students, teachers and the
other strikers should cceupy, en masse, both private
firms and public institutions in order to stop staff work-
ing and to bring workers together in the struggle.

In Potosi the police have begun to arrest university
students and on Wednesday morning the forces of re-
pression surrounded the university. The students tried
to break the encirclement. The police were forced to
release twenty detainees for fear of a popular explosion,
In the old colonial city the fear was that students and

other regidents might burn down the police station for a

third time, just as they did in 1987 and 1993. The
national stoppage of the COB on 30 March was weak,
During that day’s march in Orure, municipal workers,
health workers, students and some peasants partici-
pated, However, the miners, the factory workers, rail
workers, or the other powerful and combative workers of
ENAF were not present.

{mmediate Tasks,

It is essential that the present protests escalate, In
order to create a powerful, indefinite general strike the
industrial proletariat (the miners, the factory workers,
the oil workers, the metal workers, the agro-industrial
workers and the railworkers) must be drawn into full
scale action. These key sectors produce the nation’s
wealth and they also forin the historic vanguard of the
oppr essed. But théy have been badly hit by neo-liberal-
ism. Today the majority of industrial workers work in
the private sector and it is more difficult for them to
strike due to the laws imposed by the neo-liberalists that

‘undermine their job security. But neither the workers in

education and health nor the students can paralyse the
national economy. Their strength consists in the fact
that they can mobilige tens of thousands onto the streets
and thereby influence the rest of the country’s workers.
In every Bolivian village there are teachers and stu-
dents, The teachers must realise how crucial it is for
thern to march every day and pull out alongside them
students and their parents. It is essential to unite the
whole educational community against the plan to mu-
nicipalise education which would mean the end of free
state education. The universities are the cultural centres
of the main cities and their members number more than
100,060 people. Their potential for calling action is enor-

- mous. The schools and universities can mobilise tens of

thousands of students, teachers, parents and ordinary
people. They can be backed by peasant communities and
civil and neighbourhood organisations. If we organise
large-scale mobilisations and blockades on a daily basig
we will be certain to have an enormous impact on the
majority and embolden the warkers, peasants and all
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José Villa

A Revolution Betrayed

The POR and the Fourth International in the
Bolivian Bevoluiion

José Villa was on two consecutive occasions elected to the Execu-
tive Committee of La Paz University Federation. He was one of the
most prominent activists during the events of March 1985 when the
miners controlled the city for two weeks. Hundreds of workers came
to the main lecture hall every day to listen and to discuss Eo
following day’s activities. He was one of the main activists during
the general strike of August-September 1985, the main w_ummxmm at
the mass assembly in Oruro, and one of the most outstanding
agitators during the hunger strike of thousands of miners in the
mines of San José. He participated actively in the march of August
19886, when more than 10 000 miners marched for 150 miles at an
altitude of 4000 metres. The march might have brought about wsm
fall of the nec-liberal government as well as Uq.o:m:ﬁ the Trotskyists
to the leadership of the miners” and students’ unions. .
. A week after being congratulated by the POR congress in March
.1985 for his exemplary work with the miners, he was @mum__ma for
having dared to question Lora. Many members, including éso_m
districts, left the POR in response to that action. Instead of trying to
build a variant of the POR, he formed a tendency which tried to make
a profound examination of what the POR had represented. He came
to the conclusion that the POR had never been Trotskyist, and that
a Trotskyist party had to be built. This struggle Uﬂa:oma the move-
ment for a Trotskyist Workers Faction, the weeklies Gufa and mc__m
Obrera, and the Poder Obrera groups of Bolivia and Peru, which
were founding sections of the League for a Revolutionary Oo_.d-
munist intemational, of which Workers Power is the sectionin mﬂmﬁ.
We extend our thanks to Mike Jones for translating this mn_m_m_
and to John Sullivan for checking the text against Em..mumamms
original. The article as it appears in these pages is a heavily edited
and shortened version of the original. Workers Power has the full
English text.

A ) Then the February 1917 Revolution occurred, the WO_mro&r Party

had been in existence for 15 years. When the revolution of April
1952 oceurred, the Revolutionary Workers Party Cu.OWu .rmn,_ been in
existence for 17 years. Both parties operated in countries with a peasant
and petit-bourgeois majority, but with a modern, geographically con-
centrated proletariat. Both parties had the benefit of working with
those who had introduced Marxism into their respective countries
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(Plekhanov and Marof), and their cadres had helped to form the first
working class organisations. Bolshevism had been formed through a
confrontation with other Marxist currents (economists, Mensheviks,
etc), petit-bourgeois Socialists (Socialist Revolutionaries), and bour-
geois democrats (Cadets), and the POR had had to fight against the
‘Marxists’ of Marof and Stalinism, the different wings of the MNR, and
‘Soctalism’ of both bourgeois and military varieties.

Bolshevism was tempered during the working class upsurge which
culminated in the 1905 Revolution, in the reactionary phase which
followed it, in the new wave of strikes, and in the struggle against the
First World War. The POR was born in the fight against the Chaco
War, and was forged during two great mass insurgencies, which
brought down the governments in 1936 and 1946, in great strikes and
massacres, in constant changes of government, coups and a short civil
war. While the ‘dress rehearsal” of 1905 was smashed, both of the two
rehearsals of revolutionary crises experienced by the POR ended with
the governments falling. The programme of Bolivian ‘Trotskyism’ was
endorsed by the university students and the miners, and the POR could
pride itself on having had within its ranks important central leaders of
the miners’ union (FSTMB) and the National Workers Centre (CON),
the foreruntier of the Bolivian Workers Centre (Central Obrera Boliv-
iana, COB), which was to play a major rle in the events of 1952.!

James Dunkerley maintains that ‘much of the preparatory work [of
founding the COB) was undertaken by the POR representatives, Ed-
win Moller, Miguel Alandia and José Zegada’, and that ‘the POR
allegedly controlled at least half the COB’s 13 man central committee’ 2
The COB was born brandishing the Theses of Pulacayo, and adhered
to a POR programme and orientation.

The réle of the POR in the April 1952 Revolution was such that even
one of the founders of the Stalinist party recognised that of the five main
leaders of the insurrection, one was of the MNR right, another was of
the pro-POR wing of the MNR, and three were of the POR 2

In Lucha Obrera the POR boasted that:

‘When top MNR leaders thought about flight, it was our comrades who
led the people and proletariat of Oruro to victory... Our militants were
the real leaders in the defence of Villa Pavon and Miraflores, which in
practice saved the difficult situation for the revolutionaries when the
enemy already appeared to be triumphant within the city.”

The POR was the most important and influential party within the COB,
which was itself the dominant power in the country. Robert Alexander
says that:

“The POR... had in large part-been able to determine the ideological
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“In this connection, the essential mission of the POR isto assume the
.role of the vigilant guide to prevent the aspirations of the workers from . .
being diluted by vague promises or by manoeuvres of right wing

elements.’! .

... Loraattempted to uphold this reformist .mowmmon by characterisingthe . .
.. -.regime as “petit-bourgeois’; and insisting that this government, if foreed.. - -

to accept additional labour ministers, had ‘the possibility of being
transformed and changed into a phase of the workers’ and peasants’
government’.”? This was utopian, as the petit-bourgeoisie cannot form
-a government or wield state power, and reactionary, as the MINR-may:
have been comprised of and supported by the petit-bourgeoisie, but its
leadership came from the oligarchic families, and acted fully in the
mterests of the bourgeoisie.

‘The POR Supports The Bourgeois Government

Nine days after the uprising of 9 April, the mouthpiece of the POR
declared that ‘to the extent that it carries out the promised pro-
gramme’, the POR ‘supports the Government’.” Under no circum-
stances can the proletariat support the government of a section of its
exploiters. On the contrary, the aim of a Marxist party should be to
undermine it, and to struggle for its revolutionary overthrow. Other-
wise, mm would stand compromised for helping to'maintain the capitalist
state.! . :

In May Lucha Obrera adopted a nationalist tone when it called for
a change in the direction of the Paz government, demanding ‘a Bolivian
government which will obey the will of the Bolivians and not of the
Yanks.® A government ‘of the Bolivians’ can only be that of the
Bolivian ruling class. The POR, instead of struggling to overthrow the -
bourgeois government, suggested that the MINR should develop a
sovereign national bourgeoisie, and stop conciliating the USA.

In June 1952 Lucha Obrera maintained that the MNR should thank
the POR for helping it win power and for its support, declaring that ‘if
the MNR has to give thanks to anyone, and greatly for our help, it 1s
without doubt, to the POR’.* And shortly after trying to ingratiate itself

- with the MNR, it offered a mild criticism, more in sadness than anger:

“Never before has a party like the MNR, that can count on uniform
backing from an armed people and proletariat, achieved power; and
never before, therefore, did anyone have the opportunity of adopting
measures with a real revolutionary content. The government has
closed its eyes, or has not wanted to see the magnificent opportunity,
and has preferred to deceive the proletariat which supported it un-
conditionally.””’

|
!
1
!
3
1
!
b
1
i
; - '
T e B R ]

o i e b ST R g e mA T

3
i
1
v
1

1

*

REVOLUTIONARY HISTORY, VOLUME 4, NO 3 63

Never before had the MNR had such an opportunity to make a social

_ revolution, but it hesitated... It wasn’t because the MNR was a bour-

geois party, no, it just had rotten tactics. The MNR merely had to open
its eyes and see the magnificent opportunities before it... The whole
policy of the POR was pure Menshevism.

For Marxists, the proletariat can seize power only on the basis of
the destruction of the existing state machinery, and the removal of the
bourgeoisie from power. For the POR, the workers could win power
by ‘Bolivianising’ and reforming the bourgeois MNR regime. The POR
faithfully followed the teachings of Aguirre and Marof, of trying to
serve nationalist governments with the aim of changing their direction.

Co-Government.

After the success of the April Revolution, a quarrel erupted between
the different wings of the MNR over the allocation of the quotas of
power. When Lechin withdrew, protesting at the few posts given to him
for his followers, the right wing gave way. Lechin named four minsters,
and co-government was born. As far as the POR was concerned,
Lechin should have fought for more portfolios — and perhaps some for
the POR. . .
Supported by all the POR votes, the COB resolved:

“To grant comrades Tuan Lechin and German Butrén the absolute
confidence ‘of the working class, and to reaffirm its solidarity and
support in the ministerial posts they presently hold.”

The POR, after identifying itself with the Lechinist ministers, did ask
them to resign in protest against the delay in nationalising the mines.
But on other occasions the POR was once more to demand the capture
of ministries on behalf of Lechinism. Towards the end 0f 1953, the POR
leadership presented a report in which it admitted that:

‘“The new upsurge comes from the demand for Lechin to leave the
cabinet, which was put forward by the mining unions, backed by the
COB, and curbed by Lechin. Our union fraction then took up a neutral
and vacillating position.””?

The POR, therefore, admitted that its trade unionists adapted to
pressure from Lechin. The policy of demanding the resignation of the
labour ministers was an opportunist manoeuvre. It did not accompany
the call for the COB to take power. Some weeks later, during the key
events which frustrated the rightist January coup, the POR was to
demand that ‘the Comrade President’ Bolivianise his government and
allow them to join it. For those reasons, the ‘new period of upsurge’
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- such an aim: an open struggle against the bureaucracy-of Lechin.and... ... .
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capitalist government. They demanded the ‘consolidation of the COB’,
but they opposed struggling for the most elementary tasks of achieving

- the MNR, for the election and recall of all-leaders through rank-and

. . . file mass meetings, for an immediate.conference of the COB inorder... ...
.- to equip it with a soviet-type- strilcture;-and forit. to take complete, . . i

power. The POR did not struggle to transformthe COB into aSupreme - -
Soviet in order to seize power, but wanted to put pressure on its
leadership so that it would secite its speeches and improve governmen-.
tal decrees. - .

The POR called for the nationalisation-of-the land,-mines- and--
railways, but did not call upon the workers and peasants to carry it-out

- themselves, merely requesting and pressurising the government to.do

it. This not only created dangerous illusions amongst the masses; but
helped to demobilise them and keep them in a state of dependency,
instead of calling on them to do things themselves. At no time did the
POR call for the bourgeoisie to be expropriated. Workers’ control was
only demanded for state enterprises. The factories (Said, Soligno, etc),
shopping chains (Casa Grace, etc) and other private companies con-
tinued operating as before. There was no demand for their nationalisa-
tion — not even with compensation — for workers’ control, or for the
payment of higher taxes. -

"The POR wanted ‘freedom of propaganda for revolutionary part-
ies’. By this the POR acknowledged that, apart from itself, other
‘revolutionaries’ existed, among them the MNR and the Stalinists. The
POR should have called for the broadest democratic liberties, and for
the expropriation of the mass media and its banding over to organisa-
tions of workers and ordinary people. ‘The cancellation of all privileges
of the Rosca counter-revolution” was demanded. But what does the.
cancellation of privileges mean? What was needed was the demand for
its total expropriation, along with the-creation of peoples’ courts to try
the executioners and butchers of the oligarchic regime.

The slogan about expelling imperialism was very vague. It was not
tied to demands to expropriate all imperialist-owned enterprises, or to
repudiate the foreign debt. Anyway, the POR itself said repeatedly
that, if it assumed power, it would try to force the USA to recognise it
and establish diplomatic relations.

The POR did not raise the main slogan for thoroughgoing bour-
geois democracy: the sovereign Constituent Assembly, where all those
over the age of 18 (or 16) would have the right to vote and tobe elected.
New elections on the most democratic and broad basis as possible, and
the creation of a new Constituent Assembly where the main national
problems could be debated, would have helped the revolutionary party
to expose the nature of the MNR and of parliamentarianism. The POR
envisaged something else which threw dust in the workers’ eyes: to
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Wawﬂonw the reactionary constitution which put Paz into the Presidential
alace.

This programme lacked the slightest internationalist slogans. It did
not call for solidarity with the other workers of the world and with
anti-imperialist struggles, the defence of the-workers’ states against

- imperialism, support for revolutions against the bourgeoisie and the -

v:.ammcnamnmnm, the internationalisation of the revolution, and for the
building of the United Socialist States of Latin America and of the
world, not to mention the struggle for the workers’ and peasants’
government or for the Socialist republic.

The POR action programme was that of a party which had re-
pudiated the strategy of the Permanent Revolution, and which only
desired a bourgeois-democratic transformation within the segregated
framework of one, isolated, landlocked and backward country.

‘For an MNR-POR Government’

At its 1951 congress, the Fourth International, with no dissenting votes,
adopted the slogan of an MNR-POR government. After April 1952 the

POR tried to apply this recipe with a small difference. It d
removal of the MNR right wing: ronce. It demanded the

“The workers’ and peasants’ government is not the dictatorship of the
proletariat, it is a move towards it, an inevitable period in the sense
that, asa ﬁorﬂn& party of the working class, we do not yet constitute
a majority of it... The workers’ and peasants’ government will surely
emerge before the dictatorship of the proletariat in Bolivia, fundamen-
tallybased upon two important political forces: the POR and the MNR
left wing, to which we should try to give the essential organisational
consciousness, security and firmness, so that the way to political power

is opened to us, which the militant working masses will offer us in the
future.”

This concept of a workers’ and peasants’ government owes more to
Stalintsm than to Leninist Trotskyism. The centrist Fourth Internation-
al and the POR proposed a joint government in which the so-called
workers’ party was led by a party of another class. But the MNR did
not represent the peasantry (and even less its poor or landless sectors)
nor did it bother to organise this class or to place in its top _omaﬁ.mEm
some leader from the national majority. The MNR was an unmistakab-
ly bourgeois party.

The proletartat must not dilute its programme and accept the
democratic programme of the bourgeoisie, whether petit, medium or
big. Under this programme it is impaossible to break from imperialism
and backwardness. The only manner of resolving the outstanding
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unstable moment... This requires the political defeat of the.right, and _ ..

the active participation in the state.of the.proletariat.and the. peass.- s -

-ants.’® L e

-
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government. But Paz and the MNR were not “neutral’ forces or “wild-
cards’ flitting between the various classes. The MNR was an unswerv-
-ingly bourgeois force, incapable of changing its class content. However. ..

o . L much a monkey wants to learn to fly it is.impossible. Paz’s MNR had. ...

absolutely no possibility of evolving into a workers” and peasants’

- -~ - government. The only ones who could evolve were_the, wOEmwm.l. o
towards a greater conciliation with the bourgeois MNR. Wﬁé?ﬁ.cn-
aries do not call upon the workers to have a more ‘active participation’
within the state, but to overturn it.

The POR still persisted in the second half of 1953. On 23 June 1953
the Political Bureau of the POR proposed that ‘the whole of this
struggle must revolve around the slogan: Total Control of the State by
the Left Wing of the MNR’.¥ Liborio Justo correctly observed:

“The POR would support the left in its struggle against the right, it
would guide its ideological orientation towards the most radical posi-
tions, and simultaneously it would mobilise the MNR rank and file so
that it would call on the leftist leadership to adopt the programme of
proletarian revolution. That is to say, the revolution should be carried
out by the MNR left wing, which the POR had “instructed” to cease
being petit-bourgeois and an agent of the reaction, and this would help
its rank and file push it to adopt the programme of the proletarian
revolution.”® ’

'

In August, after a ministerial crisis had .on.ocd.mmq Lucha Obrera opined:

‘The only political outcome of the present situation is the displacement
of the MNR right wing from power by the left wing. “All power to the
left!” is a suitable slogan in the case of a cabinet crisis. Such a new kind

o - of MNR government would carry out the new tasks of the revolution. __

. Total control of the state by the left... The POR will help the left inthis
task, it will guide it politically and support it critically.””

Tnstead of fighting to expose and politically destroy the ‘left’ wing, the
POR offered itself as a prop and adviser to the left of the official
bourgeois party. Instead of struggling for a workers' and peasants’
government, it asked for a ‘new kind of MNR government’. mnmmamn_ of
wanting to overthrow a social class, the POR was limited to asking for

2775 - possible that the explsited would-put sufficient pressure-omthe MNRoz: -
smrene Lo ohift it leftwards and transform it into acworkers) and.-peasantSir.: sne
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a new cabinet to which it would offer its services. Instead of calling for
the overthrow of the bourgeois state, the POR called forits regeneration
under the control of the ‘left’ wing of bourgeois officialdom. Even if the
‘left’ wing of the MNR had the majority, or even every ministry, the state
‘that they would have controlled and defended would been bourgesis.

--It is. fruitless and dangerous to pursue ‘left’ wings-of bourgeois-

nationalist parties. Within the “left’ there will always be another ‘left’,
and within this yet another. At the end of this pursuit, the route to the
proletarian revolution is lost, and we end up as vulgar followers of the
bourgeois nationalists. Not one leader of the MNR “left’ wing ever
evolved. towards forming a reformist workers’ party or.centrist or-
ganisation, let alone Marxism,

The least that a party which called itself revolutionary should have
done was to have constantly denounced the counter-revolutionary and
turncoat Lechin. But the POR went on tail-ending the corrupt old
bureaucrat, hoping that he and his fellow bureaucrats would turn
towards it:

‘There can be no doubt that with the creation of a left wing political
organisation, independent of the right that controls the MNR and
governmeit, the imminent split will ensure the vanquishing of all
vacillating and centrist positions, ensuring that, faced with this situa-
tion, all the leftists in the MINR will turn to the Party, initially with no
other aim than to win positions from the right, and so deepen the
revolutionary process.™

Waldo Alvarez’s memoirs give a vivid description of the relationship
which developed between the POR’s leaders and Lechin, which ‘was
so close that they believed that they could control the labour movement
through him, whereas he used them for his own aims’:

“The POR could not hide its servile attitude to the Executive Secretary
[Lechin] on every question which arose in the COB...

‘Many cases could be cited, but the most serious, which was almost
a betrayal of the proletariat, was to submit to the requests of the top
leaders over the launching of a manifesto to nationalise the mines. The
workers demanded workers’ control... But when the Executive Sec-
retaryintervened asking for the amendment to be withdrawn in accord-
ance with government policy, only one POR member stood firm and
supported the workers. The rest softened their position, supported the
government directive, and in order to hide things, asked for the amend-
ment to be sent to the government in a separate note.

‘So on a number of occasions, the POR’s slavish attitude to the main
COB leader led it to make concessions prejudicial to the real revolu-
tionary mood of the working class.!
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To deal with this, the Bolsheviks demanded that the Soviets break -

from the ‘leftist’ bourgeois provisional government, and take all power "

. themselves. In Bolivia the demand should have been to struggle for all
power to the COB. The COB, just like the Russian Soviets, had the
arms and the power, but, because of its conciliatory leadership, gave

- away the latter to the bourgeoisie. The seizuré of power by the Soviets -
and the COB could have been carried out peacefully. The old military

- .-e = . cannot change its class character.. The exploited - masses-wilknever.be, . v ovs trmit -
- ... ..~ - ableto control a party created by the:bourgeoisie,and which-actsin M8 - = 231 moss
v -« - - .- specific interests.”® Whereas the POR struggled to:get more-Workers. —— ... <. .

.=~ . - ioto the MNR, Trotskyists should have struggled-for them todeaveits .. v
R — But for the POR, all the problems of Bolivia-could-have beentackled.. o | .t

. . . if the MINR had recruited more workers, as:this-would-have strength- . ¢.o5. 2 .ie

ened its left wing, Furthermore; if the right wing elements-hadbeen=-. . -z . ..

purged and the left wing around Chavez and Lechin had taken charge,
the POR would have beenready to fuse with the MNR:

.. “If the left wing succeeds in taking charge and adopts-a working class - ... —..

orientation, the POR is ready to work with it and even to fuse with it.
The form of this new party ought to be reflected in the form wm .
government, which can only be a workers’ and peasants’ government.

The left wing of the MNR may not have come to lead the party, but this
did not prevent many PORists from drawing the logical conclusions mm
their party’s adaptation to the MNR. In 1954 the whole of the POR’s
old guard (Warqui, Ernesto Ayala, etc), all of the POR leaders of Eua.
COB, (Edwin Moller, José Zegada), and the great majority of Lora’s
Leninist Workers Faction dissolved themselves and entered the MNR.

‘All Power To The COB!

James Malloy says that although the COB ‘proposed that the MNR
assume the power and responsibility of government and of governing
the state officially’, it was ‘in a certain sense, more ﬁoi@..?_ than the
government itself, and had ‘set itself up as a centre ﬁ?wﬁ rival,
capable of initiative and veto in relation to the central power’:

In reality, the COB was the real governiment Gf the Bolivian workers
and, hence, of the national economy. In fact, it possessed the symbolic
and functional characteristics of a sovereign entity, including executive,
deliberative and judicial organs, a defined area of authority, electors
and, what is more important, armed forces.”

The situation in Bolivia after 9 April 1952 was similar to that in Russia
after the February Revolution of 1917. Two powers existed.in the.
country, but the strongest, the one with mass character, was that .om the
peoples’ and workers’ organisations, which, owing to their conciliatory
leaderships, handed over power to a weak bourgeois government. The
governments of both Kerensky and Paz had to flirt with the upsurge
and demands of the masses at the same time as they tried to spin out
time to exhaust them, and then, by rebuilding the armed forces and
their authority, to open the way to a situation of bourgeois stabilisation.

apparatus had already collapsed through a violent revolution. The road
was open for the working class, armed and with popular support, to
seize power. The only obstacle to the COB and the Russian Soviets
carrying out that task was that their leaderships were $o insistent on-
rescuing the bourgeoisie.

In spite of the COB being the real power in the country, and the
POR giving it direction, the latter —a section of the Fourth Internation-
al — opposed the slogan of ‘All Power to the COBY’. On the contrary,
it called on the COB to join the bourgeois government, thus weakening
its alternative power, and so becoming a body increasingly subordinate
to the bourgeois government. The slogan of the POR was that of
shifting the Paz administration leftwards via ministerial changes. With
that treacherous line it helped Paz and Lechin to dilute the power of
the COB, and to reconstitute the bourgeois state and the army.

In his ‘self-criticism’ Lora recognised that: .

‘The POR leaders used these events to launch the slogan of “total
control of the cabinet by the left”... The slogan, however, contained the
signs of an enormous ideological error: to believe that the workers
could win power via Lechin — behind the slogan of “All Power to the
COB!™.

“The watch-word of “All Power to the COB!” could have led to the
victory of the workers on two exceptionally favourable occasions. The
first was when the agitation around the immediate nationalisation of
the mines without compensation and under workers’ control reached
its high point during the first half of 1952. The second arose with the
defeat of the coup d’état on 6 January 1953. Not taking due advantage
of these opportunities, and adapting to marching behind and mouthing
the slogans of the MINR left, were the greatest errors of the POR.®

As we have seen, on the first occasion the POR did not call for the
seizure of the enterprises, but for support for the MNR government.
On the second occasion, the POR gave its support to Paz, whilst
attempting to change his policies, a treacherous course.

The right wing of the MNR staged an unsuccessful coup on 6
January 1953. The COB called the workers’ and peasants’ militias to a
mass national mobilisation, and a massive demonstration took place
next day. The demonstrators demanded immediate and unrestricted
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power, and had surrendered to the official bourgeois power. The COB

developed in a manner identical to other.organsof ‘popularpower’that .- . . ...~

bourgeois nationalist governments .invariably.create, which.use. the. e
rhetoric-of~antkimpenialism n order to build a ﬁo_uEE. basis for
themselves, and to discipline the masses.

The POR did not fight to transform the COB.into a soviet. To.do. ... ..

so0 required a.constant daily battle against the gzwgggnﬁnngwmw;v_.w N
bureaucracy. On the contrary, the POR bore the main responsibility
for the COB being a limited and bureaucratic organisation that was
tied to officialdom. ’

--. The Nationalisation 9 The Mines.. - - -v-=.

In his lengthy history of the Bolivian labour movement;- Lorastates:---— - -~ -~

‘One of the POR’s slogans which most gripped the workers was that of
the occupation of the mines... Why was this demand not carried
through by workers’ action, at the time of their greatest mobilisation
and radicalisation? If the mines had been occupied, and it was possible
that this could have occurred, it is clear that the course of the revolution
would have undergone a radical change... The occupation of the mines
would have raised, sooner or later, the question of power, and created
the basis for the rapid supersession of the nationalist sentiments of the
working class. At the same time, the POR would have _uwwa able, quite
quickly, to recover its control. 250

If, however, the issues of Lucha Obrera and the POR’s programme for
1952 are examined, the slogan of the immediate occupation of the
mines, factories and land will not be found. The only time an enterprise
was occupied was to prevent the closure of the Corocoro mine. The
reason the POR did not raise that mHommb was connected to its refusal
to call for workers’ control in the private sector, to nationalise the
factories, and to formulate anti-capitalist- demands. The POR was
tailing Lechin, and merely attempting to put pressure upon the Paz
government. i

In fact, the illusions of the POR in the MNR were clearly shown in
the crucial issue of the nationalisation of the mines. Whilst Paz, sup-
ported by Lechin, did everything possible to ensure that the workers
did not occupy the mines and instead waited for a solution from above, -
the POR, far from denouncing these manoeuvres, idealised Lechin:

“The Minister of Mines and Petroleum, supported by those around him,
quite clearly advocated expropriation without compensation.”!

A revolutionary party would have done the opposite, and drawn atten-
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tion to the fact that, whilst Lechin spouted radical phrases, he was, as
events showed, preparing nationalisation (with compensation) merely

for enterprises in a poor state. But for the POR, the nationalisation of -

the mines was a great step forward:

- “The nationalisation of the mines which will be announced shortly will

be the starting point-that will make the continuation of the capitalist -
system on the basis of the classical forms of exploitation impossible.”

Nationalisation is not an anti-capitalist tneasure in itself. It can also be
ameans for the bourgeoisie to aid its development. The nationalisation
of large-scale mining in Bolivia was not the start of the-destruction of
capitalism, it strengthened it. The POR helped that process by limiting
itself to a bourgeois-democratic programme, and by tailing the MNR
and its ‘left’ wing.

The MNR formally adopted the slogan of the nationalisation of the
mines without compensation and under workers’ control. However, it
ended by paying up so as to keep in with imperialism. As for ‘workers’
control’, the directorate of the Corporacién Minera de Bolivia (Com-
ibol) was run by Carbajal (the first General Secretary of the FSTMB),
and two of its sever directors were nominated by the FSTMB. The
latter were not elected with a mandate, and they were not recallable by
rapk and file assemblies. In actual fact, this sort of “workers control’
was aimed at getting the workers to participate in the running of the
enterprise in order to stop them striking and to get them to break their
backs for ‘their’ company. Workers’ control means the workers super-
vising the administration of an enterprise as part of the struggle for
control over society as a whole. But when exercised by bureaucrats,
with no control by the rank and file, it turns into the integration of a
layer of workers into the management of the enterprise. And this is
what happened:

‘The workers’ leader Mario Torres admitted that he earned 90 000
bolivianos per month for running Comibol... when a skilled worker
earned 4000 bolivianos per month.'™

We have seen that the POR limited itself to demanding workers’
control merely in state enterprises, and did not question the prevailing
regime in the private sector. It adapted to the bureaucracy controlling
Comibol. Later on it raised the reformist alternative of winning a
majority on the Comibol board. Faced with this position, it should have
called for the opening of the accounts of all enterprises and of the
government, so that they could be controlled and inspected by the
workers through rank and file meetings and by delegates supervised by
them, as part of the wider struggle for workers’ power.
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a

structure that would turn them into a parallel army.. Fhe-National . .

Command of the militias never functioned properly.”*

Instead of ensuring that the workers’ militias were independent of and
opposed to the bourgeois armed forces, the COB leadership of Lechin

- and the POR ‘warinly accepted’ the proposal of the high-command of-- -
" the defeated army, which had as-its aim the castration- of the-mibitias, -+

and their subordination to the armed forces. They also accepted as the
national leader of the militias a class enemy, Paz. For his part, Lechin
tried to avoid the constfuction of an independent force of armed
workers. He wanted to transform them into the MNR’s armed guards
or the militia reserves of the regular bourgeois army.® But this did not
prevent the POR from supporting hum.

The Peasant Uprising

The great struggles in Bolivia between the end of the Chaco War and
1952 were centred on the cities and mines. Yet at that time at least 70
per cent of the population lived in the countryside. The peasants lived
on the margins of the national economy, could not vote, and took little
direct part in politics. The peasant masses spoke Amerindian lan-
" guages, and the great majority were illiterate. The Indians had to pay
- the gamonal in labour, products or money, in other words, a form of
serfdom. ,

Nevertheless, the peasant masses were gradually awakening. When
the army of the Rosca collapsed, the Indian tenants organised them-
selves, and a few months after April 1952, a wave of land occupations
occurred, mainly in the valleys of Cochabamba and La Paz, which had
trading links with the cities. These movements were not Marxist, and
the MNR immediately took them over. The left had little influence at
first, but once the peasant mobilisations for-land began to get under
way, the POR succeeded in attaining great influence in the convulsed
valley of Cochabamba. In 1953 it correctly launched the slogan of the
occupation of the land and the expropriation of the latifundia. How-
ever, its agrarian programme did not go beyond the limits of the
bourgeois democratic revolution.

The mere distribution of land cannot solve all the peasants’ prob-
lems, nor can it ensure that there will be a substantial increase in
agricultural production. This requires electrification, mechanisation
and the modernisation of the agricultural sector, plus the improvement
of communications and the means of exchange, through the expropria-
tion of industry, transport and the banks under the control of workers
and small peasants. Similarly, plans for literacy campaigns and cultural
and political education could only be carried out on the basis of
substantial sums obtained by confiscation from the rich, and by a

s e

LTt
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general mobilisation of educational volunteers — i

MNR did not want to do.* something that the

N Once again, the POR’s programme was limited to a bourgeois
amework, and it sought to put pressure on the ‘Comrade President’:

“Whilst we all waited for the government to make its position clear on
the problem of the latifundia, whilst taking up the hopes of the ex- -
ploited masses, President Paz Estenssoro answered our worries by the
needs from the Indians, of labour and sacrifices.’?

Once more the POR pinned its hopes on Paz, instead of constantly
EMOHEE.m the masses that the MNR was not interested in carrying out
an agrarian revolution. The MNR eventually introduced agrarian re-

MM..MmBm“ but they failed to pull the agricultural sector out of its backward-

The POR’s Opportunist International Orientation

The Bolivian revolution could never have overcome its impoverished
capitalist semi-colonial condition by remaining isolated in a backward
and landlocked country. The internationalisation of the revolution was
vital in order to ward off counter-revolution, and to establish the
material basis for Socialist construction. : 3
. The MNR did everything possible to isolate the revolution within
its own boundaries. It did not even dare to organise or encourage
Insurgent movements in other countries of the continent, however
moderate their programmes were. Paz took great pains to be imperial-
sm’s trump card. Lechin and his POR scribes took great pains to
promote him. No serious call for the international expansion of the
BMO_E%M Mmu be moc“r in the POR’s press and its programme of
action. It did not even call for jali i
action. It did mot a struggle for the Socialist United States
The POR has never been renowned for regarding international
politics as important. However, in the few articles written by the POR

about other countries a line of colossal capitulation to bourgeois
nationalism can be seen:

‘First Perén and Vargas in Argentina and Brazil, then Paz Estenssoro
in H.worSm. and later Velasco Ibarra in Ecuador and finally Ibafiez in
Chile, unifying the revolutionary and anti-imperialist aspirations of
their own peoples, express in their broad electoral victories, not only
the discontent of the working masses for the system of capitalist
meo:mﬂoP but the fundamental defeat of imperialism’s subjection of
our semi-colonial countries through the traditional methods of eco-
nomic slavery. Such mass movements fully identify themselves with the
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COB 1952-1957, La Paz, 1989, p280.

19. POR, Boletin Interno, no 13, 1953, p11.
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offered two ministries to the POR’ (Alexander, op cit, p125). s

21. S Ryan, letter dated 4 August 1953, SWP, Internal Bulletin, no 17, August 1953,
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23. POR, Boletin Interne, no 13, 1953, pi2.
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25. Tbid.
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perialism, and with his call for a Fifth international. Justo’s positions were largely
centyist, standing in the tradition of Aguirre, and supporting the stagist Theses of
Pulacaye. He raised the demand ‘All Power to the COB' without explaining that
the COB had first to be transformed into a soviet.

29. Lucha Obrera, 2 August 1953.

30. POR, Boletin Interno, no 13, 1953, p10.

31. Alvarez, op cit, pp283-4.
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gravedigger of the revolution.’ (Lucha Obrera; Supplement, 3 February 1953)
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47. Lazarte, op cit, p6.
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which ‘wholly expressed the programme of the Centre at that time'. The first issue
even ‘contained a hearty greeting to the General Secretary of the POR’ (Lora, La
revolucién boliviana: analisis critico, op cit, p254). However, rather than putting
forward a revolutionary policy calling on the COB to break from Paz, and to
occupy the mines, factories and the land, and to take power, Rebelién identified
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the g&:.m masses; it is our creation... In order to survive, the present govern-
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be able to attain great achievements.” (Rebelién, 1 May 1952)
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palabra de Juan Lechin Qquendo, La Paz, 1989, p148.
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Stalinism in Eastern Europe.

SEARCHLIGHT SOUTH AFRICA

A Marxist Journai of South African Studies

Issue no 9 out now!
Articles include

Editorial: Death in Boipatong; Restating Our Policy

Paul Trewhela, The Mistrial of Winnie Mandela; The Imprison-
ment of Hubert Sipho Mbeje

Baruch Hirson, Ruth Schechter: Friend to Olive Schreiner
Robert Fine, Civil Society Theory and the Politics of Transition

Subscriptions: £12 (payable in Pounds Sterling) for four issues,
from 13 Talbot Avenue, London N2 OLS

L






ittt Sy G dadedie ol s i .
R e Sr T e m Sk R

o S Vi S o v
s e L o B e e e . g e =
LB e Slaihes i o el e % rea s

neoen s e St G e Saeda

Ve : - Vamaoaann i St e e
o SR it e Ve e U e e e

eonneie e o e = ,‘ o

- Seihe e

Lo

- i Gt

\‘::(\,2;/” Wn o o o i ..ﬂa--,,:".?,';;ﬁ' o S / o7 kT b i e : o Doy oY,
s i 7 L

B

S

S . - > L o SEhene il B
S e & i 7 i S Lie DR e e Sl ey e
S % s e iy anate R e e e i na & A et e
5 SR e G ol Ly e IS G s A SR e
s e : SRRl i S e Sl R e SEg T : S

e i

T 0 Sl

: S s s v
e s e e z

Vel o

e e

&

s S s -
e o e
Gl

-

Uil el
; -
SeN e
: s BTER _ = e e e N e e e

L e D s T s Sy

Al o e S 4 S i

e hlnaty ’//2,; !

. o
e e e e
G e e et e e s
e T s et Te i s e e

“ o Solaie e
- o s gt
o o e

S : i 4 =
e e e ~ : S

S e
- L
S e

- ' e . L T o : ; -
e SR s 5 K o i il il v i i
2 s i i : s i B e e . S
SRS i sy P e e R R e RS G e
o Y e g T e Sy : o e
PR e i S P SEm = % s
SR e S ) o s
Sy

S T T & e = Bah i Lty i = %

S T e L
cl e 7 o

Lo

o Soro

ke - SEvel St S o S e
7 e, R SR A S o i = i ) CinAnvEin

; Sl S S o L e

CIE R e o e i e e -

P

s i
= e i i
: o e e e oo oo s e S
S % e 7 sl e e
e Eu e gt el et L

e S o ey S

e s

B i
S : Gl it
et e e et

o

e

e T o

.. . e G -

o
> ol
Bl e e S
Sl e S it e e e
s e e e Lol s e s e e : el
2 = 7 s i Serie N e 2 SoR BN ey
ok Sl SR e T e o Rl ey e e
N S i e e pes e e o) 3 S
e et e e so e Dol S s Al
5 : S bR oS e i PR P = £
g e il S i : A e Bt i
B o S ST G i 2

T o
Sl e

Bl
e
&

N

S S s T Sl
e P e Ca e e

S S i e 4 =2 G i -

G

o i e e e - e :
e e ; e

S

S o o e Sl R s e S o
S e e e S i SR ; Sl

o

S
. o
4 o S
S

o

N

-

4-"‘>i:,;;,¢>/4;,, A i

o

S i ey
e

i

A

F e

> o Sy

ey Gl Gl e

S R

R

~ : ; e e S aane e
. = . ol soad el i i e D , L
S % Sl e e s : A R s SR e e . A S
han Cimiae i e . i @ e e e SharEREs e e nl e
e e e e Sl -
s e i

/‘\,,\x\,

k!

o

oo L

Z

: e
B S Gl

e % i N A S i : i

- X . Sl s e Pl e
o Carla el i e o ; Sidianay
B i Shuiainah Vil i ch s o

Pl : i o

Gt e G R AN R A
e Celid s R ) el o
e 7 ; Lo = Gl -

A e s :

-

e

e : S e CRRgE G e e

. . : iy S

: o B s R e Sta s e e
2 Y S i s S i S Solin ‘ i Gl
e T e s L e Priinima e Cor o ; i s
e - L e e

el i
Sade

e

o e

&

G

SRR G s
R e i

i e Sy e ‘_ e i
S Sormaan i sl i
I e SR e i T

el

e e e e e e e e iy

2 52

Sa T
N B e 7

3 Gt i R e e i

L

ke

= S
el

L b
R L
A,

A

s

e e
2 Z 2 S
Lo SRR e e et
B Sm e e aa e

o

Sl

S

i3

o

Sl et

e e
i SRt SR

o

L o e s kel et e
L G z o

e

(s = it AR : e T U
Sibmiadiiin R s e e : S 7

iy

i o SRR s e SR el
it S i % e R

; = i % e e LoNEh F R e o

e i o

e ST e = T i o % ST

e
- : o pEs oy

5 aaaas iy Criin B e s S

S % i i Tl e Almmidge T
S T : = i i e b
LR i s e v 7 can

e R A = & e
Lo

e £ SR Ui so i i L v e
: . e s
2 i i e i e do ety e s e e e e L e - :
RS e i ey p A D ey ' ot o
e : = o -
o SR g e

T s S e

2 o R S
5 e pany e

T Sy e i S
e i b i e
G . Tk
v SR petis e e Ty
B T 7 o X L S
o i SHe e e e i G G
Ao Gt R s e ch e

S

S
3 ey SR

A i 2 S G i 22
S e . i



i

P

W

e




