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5. LETTCR FrOb HOSS DOWSUN TO Wal T u. AN WIL L
C _OCTGGLER 26, 1471

Dear Con rodes

bt s nmeeling ol Qclober 17 the Political Con nittee passoed the lollowing
nollons relevant e you,

"fffl: that the investigation including all taped testin ontals and ceplics of
thes four conrades, (Terry HoOS ., carel W, , Will 2, , and walter O, )
sustains thoe evidonce particularly wilh roegacrds o the Halitax and Freoedericlon
conlerences and indirectly the cvidence related 1o the ninutes,

" fe that the lour 1-aritin ers be reinstaled and that the Political o ureau
draw up a staten ol of consure ol the four con rades 1o be subn ited 1o the
Palitical Con ritteco's next m eeling lor ratification "

| have been dolayed In sending youd this inlcen atlon as | had hoped to send
you the stater ent at the san e tine -- but the pressurce of othor work has

dolayed this, | will now send this separalely jusl as soon as possible,

won radeoely |

t .oss O,



APPEAL TO THE UNITED SECRETARIAT CF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL
Montreal, September 16, 1971,

Dear Comrade::

For more than two years now, the internal life of the Canadian sec-
tion of the F.JI. has been marked by a series of sometimes rather violent
debates which very often refleect the debates in the Internatisnal. Con-
siderin? the epoch which we are entering, this situation is by no means
abnormal,

Kecently however, there have occurred rather disquieting develop-
ments in the course ef these debates. We wish to inferm you of mur strong
anxiety with respect to what we consider a witoh-hunt atmosphere -~ that
is, against iminnrityites -~ that the majority central leadership has es-
tablished., We also wish to exercise our right to appeal certain discli-
plinary and organizational measures already taken against some of us, a-
gainst some c~mrades of the Young Snecialists/Ligue des Jeunes Sacialistas,
a sympathizing organization of the F.I,

Some of us belong to the Quebeceis minority tendency

which has existed within the sectian for more
than a year. The nthers are comrades who have recently develeped dif-
ferences with the present line of the section on Latin America, the sta-
tutes of the International, work in the student milieu and work in the
women’s liberatien m-ovement., We are presently discussing the possibili-
ty of forming a united tendency on the basis of our pesitiens en the
above-menticned questions,

Our uneas’ness about a certain degeneration of the demecratic norms
of the section is not a recent thing. Already, in the preparatiun and
course of the last convention of the section, a year age, there were im-

" permissible incidents, including publication by an impurtant member of .the
Central Committee ffe*ommending to the members that they not read the min-
ority documents and not give any representation to the minority on the

new CC, Although these remarks were withdrawn by the cnmrade in question
and the minority received representation on the CC, a vote was taken by
the conventien on a minority document, the English translation of which
was not yet avallable, despite the fact that at most 15 percent of the
delegates had the necessary linguistic knowledge to understand the
French-language text,

During the year which has passed since the conventien, the Quebec
minority has faced an atmosphere of distrust and provecatien, and has
gradually been relieved of all its wark
areas, However, it was at the Waterloo educatienal conference and ple-
nums of the Executive Council of the YS- LJS and the Central Committee
of the LSA-LSO at the end of last Awust that the dissident-hunting atme-

sphere was definitively established, There, the comrades both of the
Quebec minority and of the Atlantic provincas had to face prevocation
after provocation, Some of the members of the majerity leadership de-
manded several times that they present their differences in public at
the educational conference and that they vote against the majority re-
ports at the EC of the YS-LJS, which for the members of the LSA-LS0
would have constituted an cpen break of the section’s discipline. The
leadership made wide use of the technique of the amalgam, the dissident
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positions being assimilated to those of Healy, Lambert and a minority
which guit the section in 68-89,

The Fact that two comrades of the Montreal LIS had alrealdy recic-ed
from the editorial board of Ljberatisn did nat prevent the leadetship of
the YS-LJS froem censuring them (arcund the Argentinian affair) ard exclu-
ding them from the same editorial board, witheut informing them 25 t:
what disciplinary measures were tn be preprsed or permitting them to
prepare a defense,

In anather disnipline matter, which had nothing t- o~ vith Quotoc
nr the Atlantie provinces, a majority leader stated befrre the L of vla
Y3-LJS "we don’t nead any proof. Y:u must have confidence in the leader-

ship.” 14!

In this atmosphers you can imagine ~ur confustion hea con Rugust 31
the Political Commitiee of the LSA-LSU suspended the [-ur memkers of the
section in the Atlantic Provinces. This was fnllowed 1. September 1 by
the suspension of the entire Frederictsn and Hallfax lecals {(about thirty
camrades alteogether) by the Executive Council of the ¥Y3-LIS. We are
sending you herewlth some extracts of the minutes of the meetings con-
cerned, in case ycu have nol yet received them.

We wish t» draw your attention te the follewing irracularities in
the two cases:
1) The evidence in such a case must be frunded on documents ~r verbal
testimony. In _both situations this material and the name ~f th. ac-
cuser(s) must be specifed tc the accused sn that they are akle tn prepare
A defense, This has no! been done despitc the demands tn this eflfect by
the comrades implicated.
2) Taking measures, even hefore a preliminary repert frem the contrel com-
mission or the commissicn or the commissinn wf inquiry, and n the bacis
of secret testimony is completaly irregular, given that thers is n~ gues*-
‘Ian of a breach of diccipline cutside the mrvement.
3) The control commission of the sectinn was nnt elected at the last con-
vention (by inadvertence) but was simply confirmed by the CC. It is com-
posed entirely of majority comrades.
4) No procedure and n» time limit have been ascertained for the two ‘nqir-
ies. Thus the suspension is limited and the cemrades inv~lved can in ne
way prepare their defense,

5) The exact meaning ~f the suspen si‘on has not been communicated ta the
comrades of the Atlantic provinces. Thus the whole work of the comrades
is paralyzed, in a m-st promising situation. This regi~n has experienced
the highest growth rate beth in membership and Ln politieal impact of the
whole pan-Canadian Trrtskyist movement in the last ysar.

3) Thesé decisions were taken orly twe days after the olerum »~f the CC and
after the departure cf the comrades involved from Toronte, The FC minutes
of August 27 indicate ‘hat the R was gl ready worryving about developments
in *the provinces but ne effort was made to discuss with the comrades con-
cerned, In this context, the motion adepted in the CC on the setting up
of branches of the section ind the refusal of the FC to constitute them

in the Atlantic provinces takes on 4 pureiy factional character. They are
aimed at preventing any recruitment, and this, in a very good situation.

On September 5, the National Committee of the LSO vnted to expel com-
rade GCilbert Rousseau cf Chibougaman for the following reascns; nonpay-
ment of dues, no ec~rrrespondence with the leadership, trade union work cut-
side the contrel of the leadership. The majority of the NC rejected a
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roposal to write a f~rmal letter t~ this comrade inferming him that he
proparal oot cn tommal Lottt be thlesenia. oy i

contact, measures would be taken against him, The majority ~f the NC
claim that it is nct a disciplinary measure., We are sending you a copy
of the letter that the HC sent to comrade Rousseau.

On September 10, we made telephéne contact {Chibougamau is 700 miles
from Montr-al, including 200 miles by gravel road, and learned that
1) he had just received the NC’s letter of September 6, this letter being
the first official commuication he had received since April 18, 2) that
he had sent his dues and a report of trade union activites to the NC on
September 8 before renetiving the NC’z Jjetter . 3) that during tv - visits
he had made to Mortreal, cne in April, the other in Augus*, he had dis-
cussed his trade uni-n work with members »f the majority leadership.

This expulsior is not that of 2 simple militant fallen into inac-
tivity. The comraae in question 5as occupied at various times impor-
tant positions in the youth and the section and he has been one of the
leaders of the minerity tendency since its beginning. Before this time
his attitude toward *hc financing of the movement was beyond reproach,
and his delay can ke easily explained by his isclation in the Quebec
north, His expulsirn by administrative channels is a factional gesture
serving as a warning to the entire minority.

To these precise measures we must add three other threats and
actlons, First, s~veral comrades of the Montrecal majority leadership
have moncholantly ~ommented to the effeet that inguiries are being made
into the possibllity that certain Montreal comrades who were on vacation
are implicated in the Atlantic provinces affair. This 1s a scarcely-
velled threat of ruspention for these Montreal comrades.

Secondly, it has 2lso been pozed that Comrade Christine Leroux be
withdrawn from the LJS because she [allegedly) broke the discipline of
the section at the plenum of the EC nf the YS/LJS. Again this is only
a rumor conveyed by certain majority leaders.

Thirdly, an LJ3 comrade has been forced to sign a public recti-
fication of an article she wrote in a nationalist magazine. No formal
charge of having put forward a line contrary to that of the LJS was laid
against her, The rectification bears enly on the tone of the article
and the emphasis put on different asrects nf the women’s liberation
movement in the article. The rectification was not written by the com-
rade and she is not =t 211 in ~greement with iis tone, Althouch this

setion is formally permissikle within the fram work of a very rigid
definition of democratic centralism, it is not in the tradition of the
Trotskyist movement to obliges 1 comrade to be the spokesperson for
nuances in the linc with whicep he i3 no® in agreement.

You will understand ,comradses, that in this context serioms gqura-
tions must re posed as to the possibility for us to develrp our political
positions with a view to 1 democitic discussion for the next world con-
gress and for the next conventions »f the scetion and the pan-Canadian
youth organization. We ask you therefore to investigate the situation in
the section and to make the interventions that you think necessary.



Bz assured of cur full ccllaboratian asd oyur Balehevik-intema-
tionalist greetings,

Michel Mill for

Denis Lambert L30 Montreal

Christine Leroux L300 Montreal

Michel Mill LSO Montreal

Leon Peillard LSO Montreal

Gilbert Rousseau expelled L30 Chibougamau

Terry Hamilton-Omith suspended LSA Fredericton
Carole Wright suspended LSA Frodericton

Walter Davis sucpended LSA Lialifax
Will Offley suspended LSA Halif

ces PC LSA/LSO, NC LSO

/Recelved in Toronto Cetober 15, 1971 (via Brussels)
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6. REPLY BY THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE TO THE MILL APPFRAT

The following statement to the United Secretarlat was adopted cn
October 30, 1971 by the LSA/LSO Political Committee.

Toronio
October 30, 1571

These comments are in response tc the : equest of the United
Secretariat for our views on an appeal that it investigate the situa-
tion in the Canad.an section and make the interventions it thinks
necessary. The appeal 1+ signed by the four members cf the Montreal
tendency, by G. R , alleged to have beon expelled recently, and

four LSA/LSOers in the Maritimes, suspended August 31 but reinstated
on October 17.

We first wish to note that despite the fact that this appeal is
dated September 16 and marked "carbon codies sent 10 the Political
Committee LSA/LSO and the Naticaal Committee L30", we only bacame ac-
quainted with it on Cetober 15 thanks tc receint of a copy from the
United Secretariat.

Comrade Mi1ll iz a member of the Central Committee of the LSASLAC
and comrade Leroux 1ls a member of the Tezcwti-= Touncil of tha2 YS/LJE.
The four Maritimes comrrades participated ir exlersive hearings con-
ducted by the Political Commitiee through twe of its leading members
over the October 9-11 weekend. Ye* the leading bodles of the Canadian
movement have at no time received any app=al of any type from either
Mil1l or Leroux relevant to any of the matters now taken to the United
Secretariat, nor was tho Pplitical CommitZe: zubecommitiees informed ir
any way by the Maritimes comrades of thelr appoal or its character,
although 1t would seem to be relevant to its inguiry.

We think this procedure, which complately bypasses, ignores, Aa.l
the organizatlonal forms of the Canadizn secticn to hit right into
the United Secretariat, is most unusual to say the least and makes it
unnéecessarlly difficul{ for such a body to get a clear and balenced
pleture of the situation.

We would llke to assure the Unlted Sscretariat that we heartily
goneur with comrade Mand:l's exhortation thst it is espeeclally in a
perlod of pre-world congress discunsion when all sections!' leadershirps
should bend over backwards to insure mincrity rights in their section
and 1n the International. We believe tha® thz Canadian section has a
spotless record in this respect and thait, as tnis lncident will show,
even upon the most cursory investigatlen, our record will continue %o
remain without a blemish.

Nonetheless we must record our objectlon to comrade Mandel's
observation that the similarity of the allegations made by the Canadlan
minority against the Canadian leadershlp and by the British mincrity
agelnat the IMG leadership as to restrictlon of demoeratic mlnority

rights 1= very striking. We questlon what purpose is served by such
comments.,

We hope that you do not think 1% n-cessary for us to answer all
the allegations in the September 16 appeal. We hope that any unsasinsss



that may have been caused by the unilateral September 16 appeal will
be satisfactorily met by our comments on a few of them.

But before we comment on perhaps the more significant allegations
in the appeal we would point our that many of them such as the comment
"some of the members of the majority leadership demanded several times
that they (Montreal tendency and Maritime members) present their dif-
ferences in public!" and the comment "scarcely veiled threats of sus-
pension... by several comrades of the Montreal majority leadership"
can only be considered unsubstantiated rumour and gossip.

First we must say that we are surprised by the paragraph which
brings into dquestion the procedures of our last corv-ntion. We recall
that both comrades Krivine and Beauvais attended that convention and
comrade Krivine reported to the United Secretariat his complete satls-
faction with the procedures of that convention, particularly, as we
recall, in relation to the rights of the tendency.

One of the features of this convention was 1ts complete bilingual
character through a similtaneous translation system. Not only did the
tendency with 1ts single delegate have equal time on every report and
full representatiori on all bodies including the praesidium (through
tendency supporters who did not qualify as delegates) but facilitiles
of the convention were extended beyond all normal limits to make all
minority documents avallable even though they arrived much later than
the deadline. The executive secretary himself missed part of the con-
vention to see to it personally that a last-minute document was cir-
culated. A couplé were retranslated and re-run after the convention
and circulated throughout the League, unanswered to this day despite
their highly contentlous character.

It strikes us as odd to see that the authority of the control
commission, which was not elected at that convention through oversight,
is brought into question at this date when the previous one was con-
firmed in office without the slightest sign of dissent from anyocne,
including the minority representative on the Central Committee at
the plenary session following the adjournment of the convention. Why
the three-person commission happens to be composed only of majority
comrades is clear -- what isn't clear is why this matter is raised to
the attention of the United Secratariat.

There seems to us to be no substantlal evidence of a "witch-hunt"--
of a "dissldent-hunting'" atmosphere -- 1ln the Canadian section as
alleged by those making the appeal.

For instance -~ the case of Gilbert R of C .
Comrade R vas noet expelled as the appeal claims but rather
dropped from membership without political prejudice, by a procedure
normal in all LSA/LSO branches., Article III, Section I of the LSA/LSO
constitution specifies that all members must engage in the League's
work. Article VII, Section I deflnes monthly dues of all members as
50 cents, and Article VII, Section 5 states that "members six months
in arrears (in payment of dues) shall be stricken from the rolls".

By August last R was eight months in arrears in payment
of dues. F[urther, he had had no contact wlth the Montreal centre
since April and had not responded to any correspondence. R
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was informed by the natlional organizer when he was passing through
Montreal that if he did not pay up his dues in two weeks he would be
dropped from membership. Thres weeks later when it was reported that

he had not paid dues, the National Committee dropped him from member-
ship without prejudice.

Is it in any way "a warning to the entire minority"? If it is,
the message would appear to be a very simple one that no loyal member
could take exception to -- it 1s to tell them that the constitution of
the League 1s to be respected by them as by all other members of the
League and that they should meet minimal financial obligations to the
movement as required by the constitution.

As for what is an even more serious charge in our opiniecn -- that
the minority "has gradually been relieved of all its work areas'.
This seems to appear in the appeal almost in passing, with no particu-
lars and no examples cited. It seems to us impossibie to believe that
the appeal is referring to the "Argentine affair", known in the Canadian
section as the "Liberation boycott!", but apparentiy it does. This
Incidently Ilnvolved more than two comrades of the Montreal LJS but the
entire minority including comrade Mill. This matter is documented in
the Statements and Reports of the Summer 1971 Plenum of the LSA/LSO.

On June 13 the minority tendency stated that it was boycotting the
french language organ of the LSA/LSO -- a boycott which covered

writing for it, helping produce it, sell it, or doing any routine work
related to it in any way.

It is our opinion that the boycotit of the press of a section is
a2 violation of the most elementary discipline and a repudiation of the
movement itself and constitutes a terrible provocation of the leader-
ship of a section. The minority attempted to justify its boycott by
transcending its responsibilities to the section in which 1t holds
membership. It cloaked its boycott of the press of the Canadian see-
flon with the authority of the Fourth International itself. It de-
clared that it would continue 1ts bhoycott until it had consulted with
the United Secretariat of the Fourth International.

It was when comrade Mill stated to the plenum that he never got
a reply from the United Secretariat -- not an official one, that comrade
Dowson wrote his letter of September 7 asking comrade Mandel if he
could throw any light on this matter.

The appeal now before the United Secretariat for conslderation
states that the minority's final resignation from the editeorial board
of Liberation should have served to '"prevent the leadership of the
¥8/LJS from censuring the boycotters," -- as if the resignations made
the boycotts excusable. The Central Committee of the LSA/LSO in its
plenary session endorsed the actlon of the Quebec National Committee
"to drop comrade Michel Mill from the editorial board of Liberation as
a statement of our view of his resignation from the editorial board".

And far from relieving them from this area of work, as the Cana-
dian leadership has been alleged to have been systematically doing
an area of work which they themselves first boycotted and then resigned
from, it instructed "the minority tendency to commence loyal and con-
sistent work to support and circulate our publications."
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From the appeal one would conclude that disciplinary actions of
a far-reaching character are taking place right across the Canadlan

section -- the appeal refers to "another discipline matter whiech had
nothing to do with the Guebec or the Atlantic provinces." Who it had
to do with and with what -- and what tThe disciplinary action was -- we

are not told! We are only told, it is alleged that a leader of the
¥5/LJS said 'We don't need any proof. You must have confidence in the
leadership."

It is unfartovate to see this version of what was first alleged

by comrade L seain repeated in an appeal to the United Secretariat,
It would of coursa be damning if the leadership of the Canadian sec-
tion held the view attributed to it -- that? disciplinary actions can

be taken cgainst members of the section without any proof.

But to get to the truth it might first be best to say a few
words on what the whole thing Is gbout. The recent youth plenum was
called upon to approve of the recent suspension of several Toronto
members who had been proven to the satisiactlon of almost the entire
local to have been violating, despite repeated warnings, the movement's
well known and unequivocal btan on the use of illegal drugs. To de-
mand that the plenum hear "proof", hear thes evidence, was to demand
that the plenun itsell hold a trial and render its own verdict, that
it annul or reject the trial already held by the Toronto local. The
Y 8 leader referred to sald to the satizfaction of almost everyone
there, but not, it appears, to the sati-Tactlion of the minority, that
"We don't need to hear the eviderce" because a trial has already been
?iig where the evidence had already been heard in full and tested in

The youth leadership presented & motion asking that the plenum
"show confidence in ‘the leadership" by upholding the trial conducted
by the Toronto leadershin and suppcrtea by an overwhelming majority
of the Toronto local, AlL the delegates to the plenum endorsed the
action -- except for twwo supgorters of the Montreal tendency. They
abstailned. Why 4id they abstain? Because of what they persist in
alleging a youth leader szaid?

Wity regard to the allegatlat that an LIS comrade was "forced
to sign a public rectification of zn article she wrote 1n a nationalist
magazine,! If the rectificaticn (correction) dealt "only on the tone
of the article and the emphasis »ut on dilferent aspects of the
women's liberation movzment ‘n the artiele! it would have in our opin-
lon also beer "a very rigld definition of democratic centralism!
(even though tite comnis. . awjsealing to the United Secretariat think it
"formally permissible') -- 'to cblige a courade to be the spokesperson
for nuances in the line with which she is pot in agreement.’”

However, more than tone was invelved. The headline over the
article read '"Neither Male Chauvanism nor Feminism! thereby falsifying
the position of the LJS and the Canadlan section to which the article

was attributed., We give complete support to and identification with
feminism.

Furthermore, the article contained a regrettable factional at-
fack on a women's liberation group which even worse was based on mis-
representation of its position and a slur that 1t was linked up to the



- 13-

terrorist FLQ in its thinking. This had grave immediate consequences
for us -~ for ene thing we were banred from use of the facilities of
the main women's centre in Montreal.

The article was comtrary in its content to the motlon adopted by
the women's liberation fraction. The comrade submitted the article
without making the changes agreed ta in discussion with the comrade
who had been struck off to edit the article with her.

Why was this comrade asked to put her name to the cerrection?
Certainly nnt to humiliate her. To have submitted the correctinn in
the name of the movement, or of a known spokesperson of the movement,
would have been a repudiation ~f the comrade. The correctlen was a
routine presentation of the movement's basic position which was edited
for style by the comrade.

One last point which we must cnmment on -- the suspension of the
twe LSA/LSO comrades in Halifax and the two in Fredericton by the
Political Committee of the LSA/LSO, and the suspension of the Halifax
and Fredericton YS/LJS locals (of which they are the leading members)
by the CEC of the YS5/LJS on August 31 and September 1.

While the action of the PC and the CEC was unusual, the situation
was unusual. The PC has Just written a lengthy report for circulation

thiough the Canadlan sectlon. We will attempt to summarlze the salient
points.

These actions were certainly not af a factimnal character as the
apreal claims but in defense of the movement. They were of an emergency
character, of a temporary nature. Shortly after the plenum, the FC
became acquainted with certain informatinn and, in the light of other
developments, concluded that it did not know where the four Maritime
comrades, who were leaders of the two YS/LJS locals, were headed. It
felt that decisions of the gravest implications to the work of the
entire movement were being taken behind the back of the mexement and
that the movement could no longer assume any responsibility for the
actions of these comrades.

It called for an immediate investigation. And, so that this could
take place with the full authority of the movement and as impartizlly
as possible, it turned the investlgation over to the control commission.
It was not a trial, with evidence, etc. There were no charges lald.
There was to be an investigation - by the control commisdon - ef certain
information that had come to the PC'!'s attention. The Fredericton
comrades did not reply to any communications from the date of suspension
August 31 to September 30, and the Halifax comrades refused to answer
the control commission wi%h respect to any of the information that was
the basis of its enquiry.

With this deflance of the contrcl commission blocking any investi-
gation, the PC declded to lay a charge of gross disloyalty en September
30 and presented evidence to back up the charge. Without going inte all
the detalls, in our oplnion, a communicatinn that we finally received
frOmthalﬁaéing Frederlcton comrade endorsed by the Fredericton ¥YS
executive after the laying of the charge alone fully justifies the
emergency action taken by the PC.
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The document is titled "NDP report passed by the Y5 executive
September 28 to be introduced to the YS local October 2," It commences:
"For about nine months we have directed our NDP work towards building
the Waffle (a loose left formatlon in Canada's ldor party formation
-RD) in preparation for a decisive conflict with e right wing. This
decisive conflict is underway. It began at the NDP conventiom Sept. 25
and will end when the convention reconvenes on October 16." The report
noted that a leading YS/LJS member took part in writing the Waffle
Manifesto, another wrote the women's rights resolution and T. H

wro%e the 1abor resolution.

THls line is a clear violation cf cur entire ovizntation to the
WDP, not only as outlined by our last convention but redefined at cur
recent planum, and validates the fears that Comrade Dowson expressed
in his correspondence to Terry B 1 back in July which went
unanswered,

The September 25 convention of the tiny and 1solated New Brunswick
NDP adopted by a marginal vote & whole series of infantile ultra-left
resolutions which resulted in a walk-out of the trade union leadership
and a de facto split.

The Political Bureau instructed the editors of Labor Challenge to
maks a public dissociation of cur movement from the ultra-left line of
the resolutions and any strategy of decisive conflict at this time with
the right wing. This appeared in the Oct. 1l issue o Labor Challenge -
Walkout breaks up NDP convention, by P. Kent. October 16 saw the NDP
provinclal council meet, and wlth the approval of the federal leader-
ship adjourn after carling for a conventlion on Nov. 27. The ultra-left
zent through the motions of electing new officers and thus consummated

he splilt.

Wnile the PFredericton comrades expressed their disagreement with
the line expressed in the Kent article, and held to their position out-
lined in their Sept. 28 YS executive report, they agreed to implement
it. At the time of this writing, some two weeks following the split,
we have heard no word from fie Fredericton @mmrades about the October 16
developments, elther on their role or thelr opinion ofits significance.

There is substantial evidence that widening circles of the Canadian
left believe that the Trouiskylsts engineered the split in the New Bruns-
wick NDP. The Fredericton Sept. 28 report would tend to substantilate
this belief. As this effects our work right across the country, we will
be ompelded to make further public comments on thils development.

Our work in the Maritimes has been severely handicapped, not only
by the vast distance separating these comrades from the centre, but by
the absence of an experienced Trotskyist cadre there. It has been further
complicated by the development of what is in effect an undeclared ten-
dency headed by the four League comrades, without clearly defined views,
which has encompassed the two Maritime youth locals. We were interested
to learn in the appeal to you that the Maritimes comrades "are presently
discussing the possibility of forming a united tendency (with the
Montreal ftendency). . "

The appeal ends with a summary statement that '"in this context
serlious questlons must be posed as to the possibility Br us to develop
our political pasitlons with a view to a democratic discussion for the
next world congress and ®r the next conventions of the secticon and the
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pan-Canadian youth organization."

We assure you -- these fears are quite groundless. In fact that
1s just what the Montreal tendency has failed to do -~ to make known
in a frank and open way as any loyal tendency must do, just what 1its
political views are. See Dowson's report to the Plenum for their
views at the time of the last convention. Early this spring the PC
opened the internal discussion in the Canddian section. The Montreal
tendency has contributed nothing. Comrade Mill's contribution teo the
plenum following Dowson's report was not handed in in written form.
While Mill promised the manuscript within a couple of weeks, it has
never arrived at the centre. Finally in order to make it possible for
the entire movement to be in some way acquainted with what the views of
this tendency are, two months following the plenum -- the central
office has transcribed Comrade M1ll's speech from the apof the
Plenum sesslons and sent 1t to him for any stylistic changes for
publication not later than November 1k,

We hope that this information deals adequately with the major
points raised in the appeal that has been addressed to you. Should
you wish information on those points that we have touched upon or
material on those that we have skipped over, we would be pleased to

supply it. Comradely,
Ross Dowson

for the Polltical Committee
of the IS0/LSO
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