June 27, 1974
Teronlo

To the Uinlted Seacretariat ol the FI

Dear comrades;

We have recenlly received a carbon copy ol a lelter from our Halllax
colnrade WIll O, enclosing a carbon copy of an appeal lo the Unlted Secreae-
larial signed by 3 Halllax members of the uUnlfled Tandency of the Canadlan
section and 7 Y .S. tendency supporters,

The appeal asks that you establlsh a commisslion lo "Immedialely Inves-
tigate the Internal democratic life of the seclion" and that you "prepare a re-
por} for the upcoming congress ol the seclion". They lurthar ask that you
"examine the politics of the seclion as well as the democracy ol lis Internal
lite," and they make this requaest as they say "fully cognizant ol the lact thai
the commission may draw conclusiona which we will not lully agree with",

Desplle the expressed hope of those making the appeal, the polillcal
committee o f the Canadlan section In no way supports this appeal,

Without getting into the many points they ralse, In order to assure you
that everything Is being handled within all the norms and democrallc traditions
of the Canadian seclich and the Fl we would conmment ol a law.

‘.ulte the contrary to point 2 all tha documants bul one of 6 recelved from
the tendancy have been published. This one document Irom comrade c.ourhls
is In the process of balng translated Inlo English. The othar live ara con-
talned In Cullelin No 3 which you have recaived a copy cl. /s you will
note from lhe cover |t was delayad a few days from lhe June Ist formal
opening of the discusslon pending receipt of the June 12 letter from a com-
rade who Is acling as thelr corresponding secretlary. Since the five stale-
ments were circulated several months ago to all CC menbers Fradericlon
supporter Terry H-S wilhdrew fron: the tendency and we scught clarilica-
tion on this and other matters in a lettar to then: dated June 6.

Ao you will note from our Folllical Commiltea minules of June 7 which
comrade Eourhls of the tendency recelved a copy ol, contrary to point & a
tour lo permil the tendency to address all branches and locals is being ar-
ranged., #~\ clrcular went out on June 2G to all branches and locals asking
them lor Informaticn so that the schedule of such a lour could be worked out
that would be suitable to the lendency.

With regards to points 3 and 4, Wae do nol understand how those ma-
king the appeal have concluded thal "no time has been sel aslde al conven-
tions for the discussion of appeals", as there has not yat been even a discus-
slon on the agenda, Ol course ample time will be aliocated o thig--we
are confildent that the conventlon will see to thal, With regards lo the appeal
materlals of the Halll ax comrades agalnst thelr suspensions which you will
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recall we re lilted last fall-—In a letler addressed lo them on June 40U we
polnled oul to them that the n.aterial they asked be published was of a iruly
masslve scale, including among uvther ltems almost the enlire transcript of
the hearings which were hours long and much of which In our oplnion are
not lco relavant to th? appeal. .2 suggestsd that they nak.: a selectirn Irom
thz 3: {teans rr write ug sorn ethiny ol a specific appeal character--or do both.
We are wailing to hear rom them,

We are [lully cognizant of the fact that because of lhe limited support
that the lendency has been revealed o have In the section so far, and the
wil dely dispersed character of Ihis support, i the lormal rules of represen-
tation were applled It would get little voica at the convention.

You will recall that atL our jast congress we took special n.easures to
assure that the ~ontreal tendency ol lhat time gol a good hearing. You
can be sure that we will make sure thal similar arrangements will be mad.
for- this convention. NNothing will stand in the way of a [ull political discus-
slon and resolution of the dlifierences that axist in the Canadlan seclion.

with rewvolutionary greetings
~oss Jowson

execulive secrelary ol the
LSA/LSO



July 3, 1972
New Zealand
Deur Leith;

1t was good to get your note, to have been reading over the paat ahrrt period of
yu r exesllent and very bold ocarpalgn =Socoialists for Labor, snd to hear of
Russéll's return, Glad to see that he i3 ahaking things up=-but in an orgu.ized
vay.. It 12 always good to hear from New Zealand which the fates seems toc be caating
in an inorreasingly zexe important role in the world movement,

ey ,1t 1a unbelievable that tihe majority loadership 13 staking its reputation
on the ERP ms it did on Boliviae-all the more uanbellevable in the 1llghtl of the
Bolivian debacle. 4nd now too it haa the IMG, I can hardly walt to read wlet
Mnndal willkxxdaX %ay nbout the npclitical resolution and what they call 1ts maln
l1ine. Pat Jordan has put them on the apot . lerhapa you know thut re ateapmed dovn
from seoretary and any other similar post. The starpest opaerator in the IMG
leadership, John. Roas,oharacterized the debate at their regent congress as "redef-
ining the terms,” breaking wit the past,' ---sell Pat is abvout the list link with
what paas the IMD has with paat Eanglish Trotskyism.. In a speech’ he referred to the
tenderoy of 3w dooument to break with the methodology of the Fla-on sepe quesations
already apparent--0n the formulations on the transitionwl programs He spid that he
constders the theordtical errors of the wmaln line of the document to be ao dangercus
that I would onpodn them aven 1f I were a minority of one. He 8ald that he was
convinced that he was wrong in not resiguing when the N pissed the document and in
not writing a counter document, In answering a chaleenge that he should have set up
a tendenay ha salde-<"They argue that we dont have a positione-we do. e axx have
the first three aongresies of tlhw 1IIrd Intoriati.nal and theas of the IV. Ye have

4he transitional program. 4here do thsy stand on these documenti. They're breaking
from these dosuments,”

The congress showed what a mulligan stew the IMO {s. It would o pear that the
NG 19 split on Jrelend. At znyrate --imaginc--the ocagress hed no document on Ireland
for discussion or vote. Un ¥omen's !iberutione-thoe wajority position which included
saintaining Socialist Yomen Groups carrlied --59 for, 22 against, 47 absi:inlng.
Their industrial work has been u finsco. At the last corgress this wns the big
turp that Penaington<Russ projected. Ihis spring Shwkxx the comrade allogated to
head up this work submitted a report to their NCeee Thier leaflet for the winers
®h3.80 out of iteehs reported that he elmost got beat up by the miners at Nuttlnhlam,
l$: appears that he hud never had zny previcuo experierce ln this -rea and got no
help whataoever from the leadership in this work, Last but not least to all ellects
and purposes the lesdership suppressed the United Secretariat's fact findlng report.

The tendency's doucownts are very good and I gather t-at tley 21l canducted
themselves well.-Connie hag been doing a remarkadle job. I havent writte: them yot
88 1 only recently received tre dociments to scan over., Soth John ani Nooml atterded,
Pat mentioned, Pat Jordan--that one or two leadiug members of the Yourth Internat-
lonal had some similar oriticisms of the NC perspectives dooument. Of c.urse
ve cannot auticipate mucl from Ervest--zfter all ne has been a big promoter of
this IMG gang--and the worst tendencies are going to be reinforced with the recruti
ment of Blackburn and the New Lefti Reviev operation. As for the Ligue Communiste,whil
they huve less of z vested lntereat trey doct from whet I know so far appezr t. be
lvar:. lng mucnh from all this,
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