July 18, 1972
Dear Colleen [Levis, Montreal]

Alain [Beiner] brought in your letter re the minority defection. It came first as we were preparing
a statement for the info of the movement. It could brook no delay as the gossip was spreading.
After hearing your letter we called what was as close as we could get [to] a bureau meeting and
the letter was read and discussed.

None of the comrades agreed with you but in the process of the discussion some matters were
clarified.

For instance Alain said the split was “’necessary’” and justified. I told him I did not know what he
meant — the split is a fact. They justify their action. I expressed my surprise at the action, but also
said [illegible].

But the reality is that 1 was pleased.

In attempting to comprehend your view | suggested that perhaps you are seeing the whole thing
from the point of view of the international dispute and their splitting on the edge of the
convention [which] of course blocks this discussion which is to go on willy-nilly, from a full
development and settlement in the Canadian section. The matter is not settled by their action.
Only in part you might say — again — that is all outside of our control now.

There is an aspect of the matter that perhaps you overlooked however. What we have had is a
disloyal tendency that no matter (what) our efforts, made it very difficult if not impossible to
have a rational discussion on the questions and dispute. In that they are a disloyal tendency (have
sabotaged the work of the movement at every turn) [ am not at all sorry that they have left. They
weren't in any way taking us into an honest discussion of the differences. In fact [they] were so
poisoning the atmosphere that they were actually a block to anyone coming seriously to grips
with the differences — that they are only carrying into the Canadian section.

We want to react coolly — but also to defend the movement.

Their action is a crime against the movement. Those who are in the leadership have to make that
known — and draw a sharp line between the movement and them. We can give nothing to any
concept that you can play around with this matter, that the unity of the movement is not
important. All the more hat they were the nucleus of a tendency which has formed connections
elsewhere. We have to tell those persons what we think of persons who split from the movement
— all the more in that we are on the verge of a convention in the preparation of which we took a
whole series of actions in violation of our norms in order to do everything possible to get at the
politics.

I do not recall if you have seen their statement or whether you are aware of a talk that Art
[Young] had with Terry H-S. Everything points to this having all been worked out so that they
can confront us and the International with the question of establishing a situation in Quebec



where there would [be] the LSO/LSA — the official section -- and they a sympathizing section.
This would be a totally unacceptable situation for us. To end [all] possible illusions about such a
thing we must in my opinion sharply separate ourselves from them.

We are not dealing with revolutionists — Trotskyists — who have a difference with us that the
whole movement would benefit from their having a chance to experience in carrying their line in
action. They are an unprincipled alliance of elements who have never really carried the line of
the majority of the Canadian movement. Trotskyism even if you could stretch it to encompass
them, never has and isn’t going to learn from them anything of a positive character. They are
now a source of confusion in the Quebec Left for us. If they have the energy and they probably
do — they will have a paper. They will probably appear shortly with a number of the X-s and
other opponents of orthodox Trotskyism.

We are going to have to mark ourselves out from them — demark ourselves from them. Any
appeal for unity is incomprehensible and shortly [text ends]

Comradely,
Ross
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August 22, 1972
334 Cueen Street est
Toronto

England
Dear iAllan and Coanle

-vary ®nat You d1d not manage to get up here for a short visit,I was really
looking forward to seeing you both after such a long gap. I had decided long ago
not 40 go t0 Oberlin--not only because of the many things I am trying to do--you
gan appreeiate that 1t is not exactly a staff workers hollday-but because I am
pressing other leading comrades here to move in on these things , to get then to
really know the leading SWPers and meet the various iaternational personialities
which for many years has bsen left to me . They =-John R, Gary P, Dick F had all
agreed but then at the last moments pulled bask, But I see that Joan N ,Darrell
F who has undergone quite a developments and some others went <-And [ hope you had
the opportunity to discuss with them

S0 you missed our oamp again--and all the worse as it is now at last really
moving . Jim Mitchell has really banged bask into the moveement and with a crev of
of four comrades over this summer has stayed out thers and transfi~med it. Ve must
by now have about 9 sleeping cabins, m excellent daieball diamnond with backstop,
s volley ball sourt, hadminton court, horseshoes etc, The lodge has been panelled
the well is operating. ..and we have had two extremely successful weskend achools
of almost 100 #so far

4dnd of course you misaed Crescent unless you had an opportunity to talk with
“oral Jlean, This fall Crecsent :hould take off, I am in the procesa of writing
Brian Belfonte's dostorate so he ean pull tozether a pile of money painting in NY and
then ocome up and take the operation on the road. The doctoral thesis is on the
revival of the Marxist left zaom which the university might pudblish so it i3 worth
our while, Srian is what we need to move out with our terrific agency set upe--
NLB, Meylin, Monthly Review ,Pathfinder and Vanguard. 4 beautiful stock arrived over
thi'lng; couple of days and we are Jjust about ready for the campuses to open up.
Then too you would have seen that we have taken over more space here at 334, We have
kicked $ut the poll hall and set up a fine central office operation and layout
print shop upstaris, Ne have taken over everything but about 2,500 sq feet which
we will be wantlng in about 11/2 years. Fut man and wokan doesn‘'t live by dread alons

sure you must be wondering what ia happening heree--what with the withdrawl of
il mFsmintianyrkhgprogram for Quebec national liberation and the PC's
announged intention #o redrafi the political resolution that it had presented,xmt the

post t 0f the convention, the discussion on our youth press ete ete, In my
opinioh John R and Neoml mjst not return to Barope this fallea big step back for
our {niexiisthonal plans —-but must stay here in order %o pull together this leader

alilyiwe Wa¥e' been trying to build here, Probably we will be able to replace them with
‘Art™8pd Penny--Penny has matured over the past while and Art 1 would think s ready
_/for adtioh after hig stay in Halifax over the past year



We Have a dig leadership problem here. 43 a pan<Canadian force it went through a
big origis during my last absence. One of mai asppota 18 that there 13 nothing between
me. ( as’ an 1ndividual--in the US they have a score of my generatiok) and the
Riddell generation. And while we have a fine group of comrades of the Ridell generation
who do, gqod things 4they have proven nto to have formed a team an¢ in my opalion have
not really moved in and taken real leadership résponsibilities, They have left it to me.
Well I, an plling backeand forsing them forward, The experfence 18 somewhat ahooking
but Iénu of no other course, Je are making mistakes tut generally we have been
rectifying thems The Cuebec document posed scme nev problems--the questiosn of a
Quebes labor party and the menalng of the PQ experlence which kzxmxt they havent answ
ered yet but are coming to grips withs John R and othershave pulled back on the 1liquid-
ation of the pouth paper and a weekly LC -«thls wecks PO meating will see the product of

nir re-thinking which will generally be ok.Thare is only one important political

fi‘-r-ncil hat haa been revealed--that 1a around this eontinuing and widening anti-

3. imperialist senitment--but what 13 inw lved here i3 not yet clear as they h ave
not preaepted their aumendment tc the political resolution.

Lhere is some tension and some anxiety but thers is no question whatsoever that
we are coming throdgh it. The foundationsa of the movement are well laid and hard even if
the superstructure at this time is a little soft dhd tremulous. The comrades in
the Toronto Bast branch of whish I am a member mmzkXpdid a job on Walter Davis and
another membder of the Revolutonary Communist tendency when they tried to makc some-
thing of the conven.lon postponment, They fully understood that tha RAT'~ —-
marely faoctional and tnldmnzpnunnxmx Aaodee-as
the younger aomwad~-



-2a

And we are just coming through a experience with the VYaffle that 18 proving very
jalutaory. The established leaders Watking and Alxer at the firat whiff of grapeshot
dave pulled out of the NDP %o bulld what they are calling a Commttte for an Indepen
fent Canada, Our comrades have’ led the strugzle to atay in the NDP and fight the
social demooratic and TU brass., Just prior to the conference in Loadon last weakend
which sav th consumation of the split a preparatory meeting was held to re-establish
& sooimlist cauoud. A whole group of former ultra lefts who we had been trying to
educate turned the meeting into mothing tut sulogies for the LSA-.how it had been
correct all along etc eto, If we did nt know better we would have thought that thev
were trying to put the Trotskyist label on the causus so that the right wing could
prodoribe 1t along with the L34,

of Red Mole

TheB recent 1ssue with the unsdgned attack on the Healy group for its entirely correct
line on the labor party came into the store just ip time for 1% t¢ be picked up
by our 014 Mole-Red Cirole tendency in .‘affle and up at the u of T, You can be are
W brought this item to their attentione-they have been heavily influenced by the ING,
The Hed lole article caught them at & good time as [they have been moving away from this
¥hols popition within the NDP and the strugslo with the Laxer-Watkind splitters.
The IMigr who turned up at Yredericton and was imediately inducted tdnto the tendency
cirlce was not too impressed wikkneazuimxdemzps A young ¥redericton comradedx told
4rt that he rldloulaed the tendency after attneitng thelr meeting as not having the
guts o split, IMGer Ted Harding wmas back in Toropto last moath, He moves quite
freely amongst some of our ex's and our tendenay but hardly does more than call in
o8 our headquarters. Je had him give & forum on +tin opposition inside the USSR,
In the sourde of his speech he led me %o belleve that he supported f{ndividual terror
in the USSR, Well,Tariq transported the irgentine line to Quebec and the Braet-Gisela
soatrituion in reply to Joe laid the basis for gusrerills action almost anywhere
bourgecis democratic norms dfd not prevaill , so it L not suprising that someone would
apply 1% fo the Soviet areas. Peter Horbatiuk whep Ted went & 1ittle deeper in reply
to oy point raised the vhole question right out into the ooen a
and very boldly. Ted waffled. S0 I made & short gontribution that if there was anywhe
Te our position was defined it was in the USSR, That i3 Just what Stalin accused us of
;;::ﬁ:;ﬁl;: B cm:p:i:niclar :orror and assasinations 1ia the 1930's and Trotsky

) graat detail with the Marxist viewpo{ni. Ted was particula 8
sbout $he whode thing and you might hear about f:" parttonlarly wasssy



‘Rakes us to the Mill split-away. The Cdn sectiqn has been a prison for some ye
years/for M{1l'and company. The oaly thing that kept them in was the laternational.
Whatfy ghanged. ! Maybe they got some bad advise\when in England. More likely kill
dgunbed &hmx to the pressure of the forces that he has around himboth within
ovepent and outside it THey are all really thoygh with the LSA/L3S0, Parizmsmbax
y" have been trying to p ovoke us into expelling theme-but we havent to thelr
appirah#”oqnltornation. Our impreasion is that tily were lnternding %o appear at the
Jeptenlyr donvention with an organised group and geek recognition as a syaupthizing
groyp A=laeirgentina.-and possibly they even thought that. thelr supporters in the
world tbvement would put real pressure on us to pept such & statua,Our feellng vas
that the aptkdk RCT within t.e league 15 in reality a diviaion of ‘abor agreeadly
arrived a%. 'Possibly the postponment of the convention has made real difffculties for
them for they are all through with the league and .ime i3 against them---those

in the league further wasting thelr iime and those outalde on some cons derable press
ure to move and tell us their full program in a press afd organizaticn of their own,

1 ryad all the material that you sent over on the IMG gongress--I thought that
the téndency's dooumentation was as usual of a high order. It was a real break that
Shey published a bit of a synppsis in the Mole. I hope you have lots of coples on
band $0; preaent to anyone who wants to know what you are doiag Ln that operation,
Poor Pat Jordan.-a sad ploture. What is he doing now! I see Healy has beat us to the
panch with a super bookstore. Well ydur sales should go ups No doubt the ocongress
firmed up the tendensy conasiderably . Very good-for it seems to me from afar that we
dont knov whers the ING is golng

But I must drop Toni a line-she sent me a long and interesting letter a week
or 80 ago. I gather that she has come through it all now, Met Mary up at the Orillia
branch where she gave a report on the IMG taxAwmxaxirathwmsm but 1 did not have a
real chence to talk to her.

Drop us a line when you have the time.

warmest regards

Ross



August 28, 1972
334 Quesn Straet W
Toronto

Nottingbam
Dear Thni ggh Trank

Oh to be in BEpgland as the olass strugzle wntinues o mount,

It was good to get your note---all the more that dlan and Cdnnle had to out their
Arip to Oberlin short end not ocoms up to ses ua'here in foronto. I prassed othera to
g0 to Oberlim s0 that I could hold the fort here, LI course we hud Mary here=-l
attended $he Orillia branoh meating hore she gave a short report on the IMQ congress
e==but I havent'az yet had a chande to talk with hers persomally, 4nd she oust be
leaving shorily. She ceme right in to Ueorge and Zea's place in Richmond Hill which
is nov an operatlion of ita own--with 143 own headquarters and muoch stepred up activity ,
When the north Yonge subway getstds Flagh about 1 1/2 years from nov it will
siphon the crowd right 1lnto their leudquarters doorway.

fea, big developments with the ./a.fle, ill in all the split initiated by
Laxer and Watkina is a setbaok for the left a3 a whole, Put a new left will be
constituted on quite & wide basis and on much bet:.er térmp--fr=dd of that old
alitiat leaddrship, Our capital has risen oconsiderably. 4 week befors Ium laat
Sundays split conlerence we pulled together key forces to zmunmasm lay the badis of
a new left causus, The air was full of euicgles about the LSA ,how we had smeen things
crrestly«<how our analyais of the NDP was the only correct oas. It was g0 muho
and coming from suck wide forcas~-Steve Penner and others--that I was baginning to
suspect that it was a plot to puimkhenmpeEatortybtozmx get the NDP brass to prosoribe
the nev ocaucus as they have prosor!'baed the LSA. DBut they ull meant well,

The londcn conference zll preapred by <atkins-laxer to split tha operat! n
was & big suocess for us--we pot at least 140 persons to the caucus meating and left
datkins=laxer wiihout any of the key foroea, It 1. peeddble that {%e new Esmmiss
Movement for an Indpendent and Jocialist Canada wont even st off ths ground,
Cf course Peter H played a bdiz role at the confersnce,along with Hans M and a new
woman gomrade of ouwrsyiz Barclay--a really able popularizer and edusator,
I havant heard a detlaled report yet--our branc: meets tonight. But the LC coverags
will no doubt be very full,

I will remi:d Peter to go around and we-establish connections with Don,.
Don should really move into the riding association thers. It is one of the better Sum
ones An the Toronto area, It 1s 100 % pro-Vaffle=--wsll 99 % as Brewin 18 a member
and gandidate-elect ,Bruce Xidd who was the provincial candldate 13 a leading Vaffier
=-«vhen 1 last heard he was supporting the Laxer-fatkins line. His wifs 15 better.
What the Waffle aplit does for the Woodbine riding I d not Xnow, I have the distinet

impregsion that Don did not renew his aubscription to Lawor Chollenge--did he say
anythinz about our press,



8, Connie and A1 would not have known about $he E41l split until they got the
paperh Of gourse it was not completely unexpected by us. Mill and company have actually
been putside our movement for a long time=-the timing of the split suprised us ¥uim
The 6ply reason why Mill has remained inside our movement 1s the international situa
tion,; He has long been under pressure of various persons around hime-some who have
nevir!bn.n in our movement and others who are drépe-cuts , to pull out of the LSA,
Perhaps this pressure finally becsme t00 great--then again 1t 1s not at all excluded
that 'he got some bad advice from some of the IMG leadership, Our impression is that
they” well have decided X¥xk to try and set up something 1ike Argentina---an
official section and a aymapthizing group---they carry the line that the LSO i3
mich more degemerate than tfu L3A and of gcourse the longstanding position of theirs that

= meedtenlidlata tAdan haa oAma oninnart Peam Plavra )

not exagtly giving leadership these days--in the face of the Bolivian debacle and now
both the terrible toll that the Argentine bourgwoisle are taking of our ERP comrades
and the successes of the Moreno forces.

-l
our

I passed your comments on to Liz Angus. It is good to hear your comments about The
paper. I am awfully close to it here and it is interesting to get a longer view., It ia
paralyzing that we do not have a British press. It is hard to follow developments
over there from the Star and G and Il whieh of course give bet.er coverage that that
NY Times, I am hoping that some solution soon comes to this probleme-as I know you
are all. The odd time I take time cut to scan !ealy's paper--I can hardly bring myself
t0 bother about the Mole--but feel compelled to a bit beca.se its the inspiration of
our tendency

I read the kay documents of t e IMG confarence that came over. --and thought that
the tendency came through very strong. Cant understand Pat and Toni's aciions.
¥rom here it would seem that the IMG could blow up at any moment--or that :«t any time
anything can happen. The pressure for the regroupment of all who consider themselves
Teetskylsts 1is & big challenge in “ngland--it confronts even the sectarias and
opportunist elements, Yes 1t would seem that anytning could happen in England, 41l
the more with the rising tempo of the class struggle. I gather from a few comments that
we are able to live in the ING #xx these days

It 13 good to see that you Toni are back orn the job againe---I1 suppose you
Frank continue tc increase your influence among your #ork mates and the union.

warmest regards

Rosa



