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REPORT ON THE INTERNATIONAL

by Art Young, Toronto Local, Wuest Branch

The general line of the followling report was adoptoed unanimously
by the Coentral Committee at its January 4 - 7 Plenum.

At our last plenum in Septembor 1972, we adopted a World
Movement Report which deslt with the discussion in the Fourth
International as 1t had unfolded to that point. This ruport
reaffirmed our opposition to thc guerrilla oricntation
adopted at the laat World Congrcess for Latin America. It
also took a stand against the extension of this error to
other areas, and 1t outlined our views on the kKey ilsgsues
beforo the December meeting of the Internatlonal Excecutive
Committce,

This report comnsists of a rcport on what occurred at
the mecting of the International Executive Committce, the
world leadership body of the Fourth Inturnational betwecn
World Congresses, and an agssesament of ita aignificance.

The central issues at the IEC were Bolivia and Argentina:How
had the majority line stood the test of events in those two
countries since the last World Congress? Thrce of the five
daya of mcetings were spent disousaing this queation, and
because of its importance, special efforts were made to
bring leaders of our Latin American movement to the IEC,
Comrades attonded from Peru, Chile and Mexico. Leadorship
dolegations wore lnvited from both Argentine Trotskyist groups.
Four comrades reprusented the PRT-Verdad, the Argentinean
sympathizing organization, whiluv the official section, the
PRT=Combatientc was represented by one comrade. Unfortunately
neithﬁr Hugo Blanco nor any Bolivian comradus waere able to
attend,

Opportunities for the leadership of the Internatlional
to meet and discuss together over a number of days are all
too rare¢; but this was one such occasion. There was a sub-
stantial and represcentative attundance at this IEC meeting,
as leadurships of a large number of . sections and sympathizing
oups wore invited te send observers, in recognition of the
act that & conaiderable number of new Trotskyist groups
have been catablished around the world since the present
IEC was elected at the last World Congress,

In addition to myself, the Canadian delegation was
compos8ad of Alain Beiner and Joan Newbigging, replacin%
comrades Ross Dowson and Ernie Tate. Comrade Naomi Joliffe
aiso attonded as part of the staff helping to organizu the
plenum.
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Evcry one of the five days saw heated polemics, rceflecting
the serious issues dividing the participants. Now differences
appeared in a number of areas, including party building in
Western Europe and our evaluation of the Victnam accords.

But thc central dispute remained that over Latin America,
with comrades represcnting the majority and minority of the
United Sccretariat prescenting documentation and extensive
reports. Everyone rccognized the central importance of the
Latin Amcriecan disputc,

Bolivia

Our aim, as set out at our last plenum, was to push tho
world movement to recognlgze what had really occurred in
Bolivia and Argentina, and through this, to domonstrate the
disastrous chatracter of the guerrilla orientation. The IEC
plenum heard detailed proscntations by two leading Latin
American comrades »f the mcaning »f the cxperiences in
Argentina and Bolivia. 3Still, the majority leadership showed
no sign of pulling back. It refused to admit what had really
happened when its line was implemented in the two countrics;
it held that in faet eventa had confirmed its line; that if
errors had been made, thcesc were not attributable tc the
World Congress line but rather errors in its application by
"the sectlons concerned; and that we should press forward
with the guerrilla orientation.

Comrades Lorenzo, Moreno, Hanscon and Camejo submitted

a new document to the IEC, entitled Argepting and Bolivia:

apnge_Sheet, At the time of the meoting, Hugo Blanco
had statud his agrecment with an earlier draft of this docu-
ment, but had been unable to examine the draft submitted
to the IEC, He has since added his name to it. {International
Internal Disgussion Bulletin, Vol. X, Ne. 1, Jan. 1973.)
The authors of this document outline in considerable dotail
what a magnificent revolutlonary opportunity was lost in
Bolivia; how our section, scarching for openings for guerrilla
warfare, was blinded to the revolutionary significance of the
mass struggles unfolding beforc its very oyes; did not
recognize the nature of the prorevolutionary situation it
faced; did not recognize the significance of the Popular
Assembly as a possible umbryn of dual powcr; did not advance
glogans connected to the roal living procuss of struggle; and
how, after the defeat, thu section has now entored the Anti-
imperialiast Rovolutionary Front, a formation with a progrmm
calling for a "national" govornment, and with a formal
diseiplinc binding on thc activitics of its members.

All those orrors turribli decisive oncs for our part{
and thc Bolivian revoiution, flow from the mistaken guerrilla
orientation that the section was applying in total contra-
diction to the rcal process of the class struggle,
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In his report for a minority of the United Secretariat,
Comrade Loronzo, a long-time momber of the PRT-Verdad, made
several important points. A key issue in the disputc at
the last World Congress over Latin America was whether
the most probabld variant® for the revelution in that
continont waa that of a process of extended guerrilla. war,
as tho majority held. Or would it not in all likelihood
follow the "classical variant® of proletarian revolution
along the lines of the October Rovolutinn, cmbodying the
riasc of mass strugglcs mainly in the popuiabad centers and
led by theo proletariat, supported by other layers, loading
to insurroctipnary situationa with thc creation of forms
of dual powor? 1In this latter variant, a revolutionary
party, stocled through years of experience in mass struggles,
and armed with a correct program and cadres rooted among
tho masses, 1s required to lead the working class to power.
In our viow, that was "tho most likely variant" and the one
we should prepare for, sald the minority at tho time of
the World Congreas.

Comrado Lorenzo asked: wero thero not insurrcotionary
situations in Bolivia right aftor tho World Congress? Did
not a pre-rcvolutionary situation Qﬁﬁ: up in Argentina,
which continues to this vory day? t about tﬁe huge
gonoral strikes. in Uruguay? And the massive popular
mobilizations in Chile? erc has guerrilla war played a
key role since 1969, let alone offered a path to power?
Which variant did these events confirm?

It was false, Lorenzo stated, to blame the scction for
the fiasco in Bolivia. The OVGrridihg error was made by
the majority at the World Congress and by the leadera of
the Intornational who porsisted in that line in tho face of
events which refutod it. It is significant that the majority
leaders offerced the Bolivian comrades no major criticisms
or alternative line during the decisive period.

Lorenzo atated his omphatic agrooment with the roporter
for the United Secratariat majority, comrade Maitan, who
strossed the grave responsibility for tho defeat bhorne by
the troachorous roformist misleadors of the class. . But we
insist, Lorunzo said, that thesc misleaders cannpt be;.
fought by isolating oursolves from the workers in actions
of a Bmail vanguard, whether armod or not. We have to-
seok the road to win decisive influcence among the masgoes,
compdting-with tho reformists, often inside the argaplzations
they lead, around . a transitional program of strugglo for
power. This 1s what a "stratcgy!" of gucrrilla war prgvants,

The majority rcgort however affirmed agreoment with
the course of the Bolivian section. Duospite the solid
arguments of comradc Lorenzo and other apoeakers for tho



...j*_

minority, tho majority roaffirmued its dotermination to per-
sist on the coursoc which has proven so costly in Bolivia,

Arganting

The central dobate of the ontire IEC occurroed ovor
Argentina. Whilc in many ways this dcbate was similar to
that over Beolivia, hurce wo were ablc to hear tho opposing
views of the two groups engaged in the struggle inside the
country. undor discussion: the official Argentine secction

(PRT=Combaticnte), and the sympathizing organization (FRT-
Verdad).

Thc majority position, presontud: oncce again by Comrade
Maitan, consisted casentially nof ancthor rcaffirmation of
the corrcctness of the gucrrilla oricntation, this time in
Argontina.

The majority document makes a positive asscssment of
the armed struggle course of the PRT-C after its Fifth
Congrcsa, endorsing its use of tho follnwinf: armed actlons
to accwmilatoe money, arms and mcdical supplles, seizing food
and clothing to distribute to the poor, M“actions linked
to the mass mobilizations"™, and actions of punishmont
against hatod figucs of the regime. Within this owverall
positive framework of the work of the scetion, thae document
eriticizes the section for (i) the woaknoss of its links
to the massca, flowing from a lack of clarity in its stratogic
oriontation, tii] the lack of clarity in its concept and
mcthod of intervention in the mass movement, end (iii) tho
possible ambigulty ae to its opposition to any theory of
stagus,

.{In a lator statement, leaders of the majority also
eriticized themsclvées for not having opened up soonor a
dobatc against the erroncous intcrnational positions of
the PHT-%. They now promisod to begin the debate.)

The abave are indeod vory telling criticisms of tho
PRT-C*s oriontation: its links td thc masscs are weak,
it is unclear how to intorvonc 'in the mass movement, its
atratcgy is unclear, and particularly the question of the
thonry of stages. When combined with the 1list of actions
hailed above, which arc sg void of political content that
special montion must be made of those actions which do havg
any ceonnection with tho masses, these criticisms clearly
call into question the entire majority line, whlch the
Argintine somrades arc merely attempting to interpret and
apply.
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But that 1s not at all the reaction of the majority
leaders. To them their "strategy of armed struggle®, that -
is, guerrilla war, is the key thing. Everything clsec is k
gecondary. The majority cven went so far as to hall, in its
document on Argentina preosented to tho IEC, certaln actions
of the ERP (led by the FRT-C}, ag ropresenting the highest
stage of armcd struggle attained since the Cuban revolution,
to the cxtent that they represcented an attaempt to integrate
the armed strugglc into the conerete dynamic of the struggle
of the massces," {page o). They thus place these activities
of tho ERP on a planc higher than the insurrcction in Santo
Domingo of 1965, or the struggle led by Hugo Blance in La
Cenvongilon,

Majority leaders went even further. Up to the IEC
meeting, they had all remained silent over whether or not
thay felt the ERP's kidnapping of Sallustro to be corroct
or not. At tho IEC meeting, comradc Maitan broke the silenoce
to affirm his agrcecmont with the action.

Comrade Moreno, a leader ¢f the PRT-V, reported for
the United Secretariat minority. He described how the two
lines, party building or guerrills war, warce applied by the
two groups opor&tinf in the same country over thoe same time
period. The guerrila-ist line applied by. the official
soctlion led to the isolation of heroic militants from the
masscs, their brutal repression at the hands of the regime,
and their further departure from the Trotskylst program.
The Vdrdad group, on the other hand, by applying a line
bascd on the Transitional Program, was abge to grow very
rapidly, to dovolnp Trotskyist cadres, and to rocot them=
selves in koy struggles of the Argentine masses.

The contrast betwoon the two groups on internatiohal
queations is egually striking. The PRT-Verdad, now called
the Partido Socialista de los Trabajadorca [PS%“Sucialist
Workers Party}, is a firm supporter of the Fourth Inter-
national and its program. Combatlente, on the other hand,
the official soction of tho International in Argentina, is

carrying on a public campalen against thg Fourth International

based on the Communist Parties of China,’
Albania, North Korea, North Viotnam, Cuba, ag woll ag cor-
tain other organizations which are net Trotskyist, (Thosc
positions arc c¢ited in the Balance SBheet document.)

Boforc even attempting to win our world movement to
thesc vicws, the PRT-C has put them forward aggressively,
in public, throughout Latin America. (To make matters
worsae, the Internatienal has not yet said one word of public
defcnae ?f its hiateric heritage and program against those
attacks,
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In a acparate rcport, Comradc Nicolas reproesonting the
PRT-C presontoed thelr viuw, which I will not attompt to
summarize here., I would rofor comrades to the World Con-
gress regolution on Latin America, to the document on-
titled The Only Boad..., {(Intornational Information Dullotin,
No. 4 in 1972), and to thc documents of the Fifth Congruss
of the PRT-C which should be published shortly. Comrade
Nicolas confirmed that while some of thoso vicws woro -
not undor discussion within thc PRT-C and might be altered,
thoy were in fact the positinns of his organization.

In this ¢rucial debato, a numbor of supporters of the
Unitcd Secretariat majority unforturatcly rcfused to ad-
dress themselves to the political isgsucs, proferring to
raisc such mattors as tho supposed inherent faults, or
"traditional woaknesses nf Comrade Moreno and his group
dating back to 1951, his supposcdly ‘well-known opportunism®,
cte., This rummaging in tho clesuts of the movement for
skolctons of the past could of cnursce be practised in
several dircctions by the different partices in the current
dobate. But such a procodurc would in no way sorvoe to
clarify what lino our movemont should have today. The
attacks on Morono could only have beon designed to divort
the discussion away from thce hard facts before us: the
dcbacle of the majority line as applied by the PRT-C, and
great auccess of the Verdad comrades.

Annther question is posed by such factional conduct.,
The leadership of the PRT-C demands the expulsion of
the Verdad comrades from the Fourth Intornational at the
ceming World Congress. (For Goo :
Consreas of t. , International
Information Bulletin, No. 2 in 1972, Junc 1972.) Faccd
with thisg ¢all, the lcadcership of the world movement was
required to takc a stand for tho unity of the movoment,
and against gplits and oxpulsions. Tho absenco of such
a stand from the majority leadoers in the casce of the La
Verdad comrados, and their torrent of factional attacks
on thom, can qniy increase fears that an attempt 1s under
way to iay tho basis for the oxpulsion from the Fourth
International of the Verdad comrades at the coming World
C DHE:I‘ casa, ~ 5

As far as the leadership of the Canadian scction
is coneerned, the corrcctness of the party-bullding
strategy in Latin America has reccived rapid and striking
confirmation in Argentina. Wo aro vory gratified with '
the great progress being made by tho PST (formerly the
PRT=V) comradus. The January 1973 convention of tho PST
had 195 delegates in attendance, represcnting approximatoly
1,000 members. Its program, as comrades can judge from
the matorial that has boon translated in our pross, is
Trotskyist. At that convention, the PST voted to affiliate



to the Fourth International, thus scttling thc last outstanding
question in the cight-month manncuver of thce PRT-V to gain legal
status and cxpand thoe size and influcncc of theé ﬁrgentine Trotsky-
isttTovomﬂnt qualitatively. The manocuver has succooded brilli-
‘.m y'

The Trntskylat PST is still oxpanding very rapidly. It is
now the sccond-largest group nn the left in Apgentina, following
tho Communist Party. It has just hcld a youth confercncc, with
800" in attendance. The Workors Front which it leads rocently held
a confh;ﬂncc of over 1,200 puersons, including some of tho bost-
known uiilon militants in tho country. This progross is being mado
in a pre-clectoral period around the: prinecipled linc of donun-
clation of the military dictatorship, opposition to Peronism and
class collaboration, and in favor -of indcpendont working-class
political action. fhe question of brecaking the workors from
thelr support of Poronism is a historic problem in Argentina, and
thaiaomiadus arc making a vory important contribution towarda ovor-
coming it.

The PST's clection campaign calls for immediato amncsty to
all political prisoncrs, and is linked to ort for the workors
struggles now in process across Argentina. They are calling for
the goneralizatinn, extcnsion of thése struggles as tho road for-
ward for the irgentinian working class.

This development is of great importance for the entire
Fourth Intcrnational, not enly for its significancc in Argentine
polities, but also becausc the comrades are demonstrating thPough
their work the suporiority of Trotskyism in the class atrufilc,
and oxposing our opponents, ruformists and wltraleftists alike.
Tho Fourth Internaticnal has never beforu had o Latin Amorican
party of this size and weight, It is furthcrmore cloar that the
strnngth of the organization in Argentina, togethcr with the po-
wer ol its examglc, will play a very important role in building
Trotskyist partics throughout the continent.

The entire Fourth International should react to the break-
through that is occourring in Argentina in the same wny that it
reactod tn the broakthrough of our French section during the May-
June ising of 1968. It should hail it, use all its rosources
tn publicise what is occurring, and show the role of our party
vis-a-vis all the other currcnts. Thc lcading parties should con-
sidor sending cadros into Argontina to maximize coverage in our
press and to inercaso liason with tho comradea: this was done
during the French ovents. All these dovelopmenta could boe usod
to oxplain to the revelutionary loft on a world scalc vhat Trotsky-
ism 1s, and thus to build the difforent scections.

It is a sad commentary on the state of the Fourth International
today that the reoaction of the majority leadership has boen quito
tho gggaaite. The comrades doing this important work are be fac-
tionally attached and thoir positions slonderously distorted inside
their world movement. Leadors of the Internaotional have tried to
ignore the gains boing made. The facts have not becn madc available
tn» the world Trotskyist movement, cither internmally or in the press.
In fact, the majority leadership has even rcfused to publish any in-
formation on this crucial dcvclopment of the Argentine class strug-
gle -- pot on¢ ward has appeared in the press under their dircctiond

A lecadership which suppressed information of such vital impor-
tanco condomns itsclf in tho sovercest posaiblc fashion.
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"In cur opinion, an lmportant error was mads at the last World
Congress on Latin America. This was 1inevitably . ilte costly for
our movement, but the costs could have been limited if the leader-
ghip had been able to reassess lts oourse within a short time
after the World Congresa in the light of the new developments which
which had cccurred. Instead, the erronecus course haa én per-
sisted in to the point where two key sectlons of the Fourth Inter-
national have been deoimated. Yet the majorlty leaders absclute-
ly refuwe to reconsider thelr course even now. The suthors of
the "Balance Sheet" document correctly characterlze this sl .uation
ag a crisie within the International. This i all the more apt
ag the errors involved have far-reaching implications which go
well beyond Latin America.

Our lagt plermum called on the IEC to "reassess the line "
the last world congress in the light of events in Bolivia and
Argentina; to call a halt to the precess of extenslon of thias
error to other areas which could prove even more costly to the
Fourth International and the world revelutlon; and to reverse the
line." { geu 1lletin, Ne. 11, p. 19). The IEC in-.
stead despene & erYror. t we sse no reason, for our part, for
the Canadlan eesction to alter i1ts course. The dlzcussion must now
be carrled to the ranks of the world movement ln the meost systenm=
atic way possible.

31 Guerrill e

Since our last plenum there have been further examples of the
extenalor of the guerrilla war "strategy" to ther areas of the
world. One asg oocurred inside the Ligue Communiste where a cent-
ral leader of the section has projected the application of the
guerrilla orientation to France. Comrade Jebracq, a member of
the Ligue Communiste Political Bureau and of the IBEC, submitted
his proposal along with three other members to the Ligue Commun-
iste internal bulletin. Searching for some "breakthrough" in
France, for a way to get apround the mazs Communist Party,and mi-
nimizing the posalbllity of a repetition of May-June 1968, the
four comrades project a strategy for Prance whilch places auﬁtons
of "minority violence" to the fore. They alse stress the ary
of the legal status of the section, and project the neoéeasity for
changes in 1ts method of organization in line wlth the orlentation
toward promoting acts of axeaplary "minority vliolensee'l.

(An Englishtranslation of the Jebracq dooument will appear
shortly. It 18 aluo discussed in section four of the "Balanoa
Sheat.")

This doosument was not voted upon at the recent congress of the
Ligue Comamuniste -- thus our French gection neither adopted 1t
nor rejected 1t. It remains the position of a significent ourrent
ingide the LC, lncluding at least one of ite central leaders. The
appearance of these views in explioilt form 18 the mogt striking

#* of a proletdrian revolution along "classical lines," or even
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cpgfirmgtion to date of our contentlon that theo guerrills orienta-
t16n oould not be gonfined to a single continent but would come
home to roost in Europe. Given the abgence of re¢sponse from the
majority leadership of the International. it represents a truly
menacing development,

Thehositicne of the United Secretariat majorlty on Bolivia and
Argentina were adopted, while the two sections .im the "Balance
3heet" dealing with events in the two countrles were rejected,

The Canadlan comradeg voted for these sectlons, and against the
malJority posltions, in accordance with the established peositions
of .the LSA/L30.

Megtern Europe
. The document "The Bullding of Revolutionary Parties in Ca=
pitaliat Europe" | 3 Bul » No. 5 in

1972, Nov,. 1972) produced a new dispute. The Canadian comrades
voted agalnst this document and for the oritique of it presented
by comradeo Mary Alice Waters,

We conld not éupport the document bhecause it does not provide

a correot bagis for the work of our Buropean comrades. To briefly
summarize a number of our criticisme:

1. We do not think that it is possible to write a document
getting out in detall how to build Trotskylst parties across an
entire continent encompassing political situations ag different
ag those in Spain and England, Greece and Sweden. It 13 no more
poggible for Western Burope than it le for Latlin Amerioa.

2. A major problem of thls document is that it subatitutes
vagueness and generallty for an analysis of the ggnerete problema
before us, and the real and lmmedlate opportunities for party-
building in the varlous countries of Western Europe. It takes no
stand on the vital guestions around which-differences and debates
have developed In the key Western European sgectlons, such as the
debate initlated in the Ligue Communigte by the contribution af
comrade Jabracq, or the “debate in every section over the charag=
ter of goolal democratiec parties. This is a disservice toe the
European sectlons, lmpeding political clarity.

3. It projects a narrowWw view of the radicalizetion, dlscussing
1t almost exclusively in the framowork of job actlons by the indug=
trial working class and ignoring the vital importance of such
manifeastationa of the clasy struggle as struggles for natlonal
liberaticon wlthin Europe; for womens' liberation and for student
demands, It thus subatitutes the discussion of a limited schema
for an asgeagment of the range of real, concrete challenges before
ug. ;

b, It rejecta the line of the decument adopted unanimously
by the United Secretariat in 1969, "The Worldwide Youth Radicali-
zation and the Tasks of the Fourth International." {International

tin, No. 4 March 1?69: Reprinted T TRE cOMpen-
dium "Disoussion on the International Youth Radicallzation".)
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Thig earlier dooument ocutlines the central importance of youth &nd

particularly student work to the building of Trotskylst parties,
ag wWell-as the need for autonomous Trotskylat youth groups. .The
Wostern European doocument presents a wrong line on this.question.
It endorses the liguidation of our youth groups throughout Europe.

5. It contalns, in soction 19, a very dangerous projection
for the struggle againat roprossion, which points, not to the cen-
tral role of maas actlion; and nf sclf-defeonsc actions which grow
out of the masa movement, but to the Yexemplary role% of minority
violence and evon armed minority action, This is not only ontire-
ly wppng, it 1s clearly a bridge to the Jobracq guerrilla-ist pro-
Joction for Europo,

6. It alao contains what could be called “vanguardist defor-
matinns", While scction 5:on “the appearance of a new vanguard®
describes a roal phenomenon, facing our movement, the document eon-
tains crrors and confusion on how our movement should deal with
this now challenge. In scction 17, for examplu, it takes as one
of tho starting polnts for dotermining what campalgns we should
wago Wearcfully choscn issucs that correspeond to concerns of tho
vanguard {and that) do not run against tho curront of mass strug-
glos.!' That ia wrong. We begin with the objective needs df the
working masscs, and scarch for ways to lead struggles around these
domands. Tailoring our orientation to the %vanguard" can load us
away from a mass oricntation; this has alrcady occurred in a 'num -
ber of instanccs in Europe.

On the declsive question, that .of tho prospects of the ne-
tional organizations of the Fourth International developing into
mass partics capablce of loading the struggle to power, tho reso-
lution containes a strange ambibulty. Aftor projecting a 4-5 year
deadline -before the decisive battles are fought, the resolution
goecs on to rule out the “tactlic! of massive recruitment to owr
national sections ("massive organic growth'), and projects instcad
our main goal (as that} of winning political hegemony within
the mass vanguard" {(p. 14). A fow sentenccs later, it holds out
the task of traneforming the vanguard, "making it an adéquate in-
strument fnr rcgonorating tho organized workerst! movement," What
docs this roally moan? Dacs it mean that we cannot anticlpate
“massive organic growth" in the 4-5 ycars before the ¥decleive
battles" are fought? Docs it mean that in this light, we must
onvisage farging an ‘'adequatc instrument that is something leds
than a-Leninfst roevolutionary party? This ambiguity nceds rapid
clarification.

7. Desplto its ouvricrism, the document falls to glve con-
grotc direction fér our work in the unions, limiting itself to
proposals for propaganda around a feow general themes. "It doos not
address itseclf to some of the vital transitional demands we should
be raising. Similarly, the doeument, despite 1ts wealth of des-
criptive materdial, does not outline a strategy which ‘can offee-
tively break the workers, currcntly under the influenc¢e of the
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Stalinist or Sooianl Democratie partics, fron their mlsleaders. : The
document ustatcs that the period of entrian 1ls over: and thot mnss
crtra=porlisaentary cction 18 esscntlal. 3ut thisg ia far too limit-
ed to condtitvte ean effsative stratesy, for tAnning the leadership' of
Mmilliong of "orkers.

8.. The regolution afflirms the correctncuss of the tactle of ent-
T™ima gud ~encrlg, and projects 1t as o valld nodel for posslble use
in ths futurc. This tnetic, entellinc the dlasmentling of an effective
public faoe and open ectivity by Trotulylet forees, combined. uith
thelr entry into mass Stalinlst or soclel demccrntie formations for a
proloncsed peorlod, . proved disastroua in 1ts appliecation ih "urope and
elamtere in the perlod 1951«69, : The resolution ia vrony to ask in
this vay for = votc on the hlgtory of the movement. In end of 1twelf,
the projection of entilem gl teneris ag a valld awodel requires a vote
aralnat the reaoluntion.

4 forthecominr Intcrnational bulletin wlll contein - more developed
urihiqua of the ilegtern Turopean rosolution. . Finally, it should be
noted that cowradcs Adalr and ''1llimms, members of the (ninority)
Tendency in the British section voted axoinst the document, and that
the "CQrosaroada tendcnecy of the Spanish sympathizing orronlzation,
rapregenting a aojorlty of the ortanization, also diuanrees with it.

¥istnas

-Other ner and important differcnces surfaced during the discussion
of the, projected S=point Vietnan accord. 'lc arc all. awaro of the glm «
nifieance of Victnamn, for so many years the oenter of  the confrontation
betueen world imperinlism and the revolution, and the conter of reovol=-
utionery polities.

A minority of the Unitod Jeoretarlat presented & short statement
outlininy its vier of the Ootober mocord.  Thlia atatement follows the
lineg of the nnalysals tthich g have m"p“esaed in our omn press, The
United Seserrtariet asjority stmtement, thoursh three times lonter, wes
vnolenr on £ humber of kcy points.

The majority falls to reltorate our prineipled rofusal to arant
imperialism sny right to lmpose any concesslona thataoever. on the Viets
nomesae . pepple. It 12 one thing if the Vietnamese fecl they must, under
ineredible pressurc, nefotiate a comproiiise, Mt te are under no such
pregsure, Aand it 18 our responslbllity to oppoae 1npar13119m'9 denands -
for oconceasions,

The- majority resolutlon did not. poge the necesglty of ocontinuinv
to adyance the ccntral slogan of totel and unconditlphinl withdrewal of
all U.3e forces fram Southeaut Agia, Nather Llaportantly for uy 1h Cane
ada, the draft ssif nothin~ about opposition to any form-of paaonkaep-
inz or tmiec supervision by outelde polrers. [Thp latter two, criticiamg
uere nooepted by the mojority reporter, comrade llendel, tho anid. the
final droft 'rould wmakc. tc necessary cdditions.)

The nmost lmportent fellure of the majority statement ig that 1t
foca not toke & gtend on the aoat turning question facins ench and overy
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section of the world movement -- do we call for support to the
accords. or ngt? It can .on}y offer the general'théme of "for
total victory" for our work, But no oné knows what sueh a théme

- means in real life, .The text refusesito come out ‘either for "

"Sign Now' or for "Out Now"'. It suggesgts that this questivnc-
should be discussed further, It is a sad day when the 'leadexr<d
ship of the World PartIuof the Socialist Revolutlon finds ltself
unable ta take a position at this, the turning pqlnt ¢f the very

_strugglelthat-has been for so :long-at ,the center of the world

Tevelution,

The majority statement omits the clear opposltion to any-
governmental. coalitions which 1ncludbﬂhourgeogswforvesﬁthgtutg
expressed ln the statement of .the minority. It falls to charac-
terize the Vietnamese Communlet: Partyias Stalinlst. And most
important of all, it expresses ¢onfidence in the ability of thim

- leadership to carry through: the -revolutionaTy process in South
Vietnam to' victory -- p confldence which is unwarranted either

by the pest record of this leadership, or by its present program.
._'. . | R at s ; s ' - W

.. - The Vlietnam discussion Tevealed other imiortantidifferénéés'
ack’ of time, ' Comradé

Mandel in his report stated his opinion that the South Vietna-
mese CP will not lay down its arms. A major reason for his
thlnking s0c? They lald down thelr arms in 1954, and pald a
terrible price for 1t; they surely will not do.the same thing
agaln teday. Comrade Ali sald that'since 8tallnlsm i1s by nature
counter-revolutionary, and.slnce the Vietnamése CP is atdually
leading. a revolution, it cannot be Stalinist.: (Thi$ comment °

in the International many yeéars earlier on
the Chinese revolution and the nature of the Chinese CP,)

Comrade ‘Mandel sald that the settlement was not a setback;

nelther was it a:'victory.: Yet comrade ‘Sterrie on tHe other hard

expressed his confldence that a settlement along the linds of

the 9 points "should mean a favorable outcome for the revolu-

tionary forces in Vietnam,” and thi¢/was the message he conveyed’

1o the convention of the YS/LJS on behalf of the Ligue Communiste.

It ie worth noting ‘that comrade Mandel ‘in hig report for the
majority of the'United Secretarlat said that comrades Ali and
Starne would supplement his report. One wonders therefore what
i1s the podition of the majority on these questlons, o whetheh
In fact they have a position, . S

' In short, the draft majority statement oh Vietnah (which
has appeared in edited form in the January 15, 1973 Intercon-
tinental Pre'ss -- ed,) is serlously wrong-on several key lssues,,
§ to glve concrete direction to our amtlwar work, And-

a
"1t deliberately avoids taking a clear'stand éh some baelec ques-

tlonk. The Teason for the ambiguity is that the copirades of
the majority could not agree among themeselves, For example,

the Ligue Communiste is campaigning vigorously around the slogan
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#Nixon must sign® ‘the accords, which it qualifies as "an impor=-
tant victdry,® ‘while the IMG palemicizes vigorously against tha
"slgn now" posltion and calls for immediate and total withdrawal
(while' also calling "for total victory"™ for the PRG=NLF,)

The Canadian delegates voted against the majority position,
and for the minority report and statement,

'Fg; A _Democratic Werld Congress

We also volced our concern and dissatiasfaction with the
slow pace of translation-and distribution of the international
bulletin, This was far from the first time we had raised this
matter, yet despite the many assurances wé have recelved, there
remains a truly massive bacRlog of materlal yet to appear-in
Frenth, We must anticipate that fcllawing the IEC, and as the
World Congress agp;oachea, the vglume of dgcuments submitted
wlll grow appreciably. It is hard to see How this backlog can
be reduced unless fundamental changes are made. For there to be
a democratic World Congress, the ranks of the world movement
must have access to all the main contributions and responses,
in at least the main languages, in adequate time for them to
be fully considered and discussed, This is all the more impor-
tant at the present stage in the International when the over=
whelming majority of members have joined since 1969, and when
major political differences exlst between substantlal sectors
of the movement,

This was one of the reasons which caused comrade Hansen to
argue thatithe World Congress should be postponed several months;
at least to the end of the year, to zllow more time for docu=
ment translation, distributlon and discussion,'

" The other reason cited by comrade Hansen has the new situa-
tion created by the existence of two tendencles in the Inter=-
national (which I will explain in a moment), While this can be
a normal development in the internal life of ocur movement, when
despenlng differences appear, lt dogs involve dangers, There
have already been splits 1n a rfumber of Trotekylst groups. A
discussion which is rushed due fo the imminence of ghe oxrld
Congress can only helghten the danger; more time would allow
each tendency .to ‘establish better control over the sltuation
and prevent rash actions by thelr supporters, DelaI would also
allow the movement to better adjust to the functlonlng of-
tendenclies,

Comrade Mandel answered by acknowledging the delay in pub~
1lication of the .international bulletin,tasaurini us that his
international tandency accepted the responsibllity for 1 neayriwg-
ing that at least in French, the backlog would be eliminated
"in the coming ' weeks," It was his view that postponement of .
the Wnorld Congress would only prolong the discussion, lncrehsing
the number of bulletins te be published and therefore the backlogs
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that there 1s alrcady a great volume of material hefore-the nienf=
bershlp at the prescnt tzme, and that the members “tould . be snowed
under 1f too much more were published; and thatt the di'scussion
has alrecady lasted guite a long time. We need soon to take.ia
dgctséoﬁ'and move Into actlon 1n applying the majority line, he
stated.

We were not convinced by this answer, and voted for postpone-
ment, We do not think that the ranks are snowed under with
material., OQur own experience shows that thé comrades are quite cap-
able == in fact, most anxlous == to assimilate any and all avail-
able informaticon on the disputed lssuee. The problem in Europe
has been that much of this materlal has not bean 1 s and
even where 4t has been, the leaderships of the sections have
been slow to organize the discusslion; the process is only now
beginning 1n Europe, As for the backlog, the Lorengzo contribu-
tion; "The Only Road” as well as the resolutions of- the Fifth
Congress of the PRT-C; and the "Balance Shget" have yet to be
translated, among others, Thls represents a very large number
of pages, and in addition, each of them will surely provoke re-
gponses., There ls also the materlal discussed at the IEC meete
ing which will go intoc the bulletln, and responses to it, It
ig clear that the problem-of documentation will be a very big
one_indeed, To discuss all this materlal will also require a
certain period of time.

The refusal by the majority to postpone the Gongress poses
gome very serious dangers: for example, will there be a cut-off
date for submissions that ls so early that Lt stifles vital
gontributions? In the light of the backlog and delay 1n trans=
‘lation, distribution and discussion of documents, will the rank
and file of the wozgld movement have the material and time neces-
gary to make a considered judgement of the issues in dispute?

A World Congress held without a truly democratic or adequate dis-
cusglon among the ranks would lack any political authority in
the ayes of the world movement.

Under the pressure of an imminent World Comgress and a ten-
dency struggle to win a majorlty at it, a succeseslon of organi
zatlonal d?sputes could arlse which would generate great heat,
We hope that.as the problems begin to make themselves appear,
the majority leaders will reconsider thelr positlon,

Tendency Forxmations

The authors of the "Balance Sheet™ declare that the refusal
of the majorlty leadership to pull back on the guerrilla or-
lentatlon in Latin America, in the light of all the evidoence,
apd. thelr extenslon of the error to other areas, has provoked
a criels within the Fougth International, It is now necessary
to form an idaolagical tendency to struggle to resolve the
criels, they conclude,
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.. The leaders of the majority-at the 1EC rcsponded to this call
for a tendency by calling for a counter=tendency at the IEC,
They called for their tendency on the basis of three points: °
support for the Western European resolutlon, reaffirmation of
the guerrilla orlentation in Latin America, and: support for a
greatertcentrallzatioh of  the International,

The founders of this tendency declare that the division over
the Western European resolution shows that more than just a dise
pute over Latin America is involved. . 1 would certainly agree
that the issues.are wide. It has-been leaders of the majorlty
who, up to now, had sought to portray the guerrilla orientation
as a special strategy for Latin America alone. They denied the
contention we and others advanced that the Latin American dife-
ference raised the questions of our method of party-bullding
of how to use the Transitional Program, how to.fight represgion,
and how to win the masses, We had warned that the errors were
of a general chardctor: eilther they would be corrected or else
thev would be éxtended.

The widening of the areas of difference so graphically re-
corded at this gEC meeting in no way diminishes the importance
of the testing of the line in. Latin America, On the contrary,
that continent provides two glaring demonstrations of the gra-
vity of the error. The consequences could be no less serious
if the error werc extended to other areas,

The tendency disguta has .already been injected into the
Canadian movement, The IEC majority comrades decided not to
submit thelr tendency statement to the membership of the world
movement through the internal discussion bulletin for a whilas
However, they apparently have made it quickly avallable to a
selected group of comrades around the world, In his summary

to the convention of the YS/LJS the reporter for the Revolutlonary
Commynist Tendency's international positions read out. the text

of the IEC majority tendency call. It was to say the least ,
highly irregular to seg the call read to members of our ybu
movoment and to sympathizers (i.e.- to non-members of the Camadlan
section) before the Central Committee of the section had been.
permitted to read it, let alone discuss it,

Comrade Sterne, 2 membetr of the Maitan=-Mandel-Frank tendency
has met with the RET to discuss developments in the internationai,
as well as the possibility of..the RCT's jolning the tendency.

It seems clear that the interhational mqiority,leadbrshﬁg is
moving very rapidly to attempt to crystallize forces behind its
tendency across the world,-- but without ygd. submitting its
tendency call to the ranks of the entirc world mavement.

Yesterday the Central Office reckived the following statee-
ment signed by the Coordinating Committee of the RCT: "The
Revclut?nnary Communist Tendency of the Canadian section of the
Forth International has discussed the call for an international
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“majority tendency., We unanimously accept the terms of the call,
Furthermore, we ¢all upon the leadership of the international
majority. to centralize the discussions of future documents."

The leadexship of:the.Canadian sectlon, for its part, has
had a clear linc on the disputed question {nside the Fourth 1n-
ternational . for manI years now, These positlons mean that we
should now very seriously welgh how.we -want to respond to the
call by comrades Blanco, Hansen, Moreno, Loreénzo and Camejo for
the formation of a tendency, In the light of the latest develop-
mentg I have reparted to you, it would be logical that lecaders
of our section wduld want to participate in this fendency,

However, the Political Committee is not proposing that this
body take action on the call for formation a tendency at this
time, You have Just received the "Balance Sheet®at this plenum,
and will want time to read thc entire document, consider the im-
plications of tendency formations, and discuss 1t, At a later
stage, certainl bI our convention, appropriate action will be
in order, In the interim, the Polltical Committee will be guided
in its actions by the line of this and previocus reports adopted
by it, This gives 1t the lattitude to take any action whic
could become necessafy in the interim, ;

Prospects are cxcellent in this struggle to win world Tro=-
tskylsm to our position on the disputed questions, The motions
advanced by the leaders of the Maktan-Mandel-Frank tendency
ware adopted by votes of 15=18 to.11 at the IEC, Whlle the
"International Majority Tendency®™ can thus clalm to repnesent
am@fority of the IEC, there 1ls ng reason toc belleve that they
wiIl have the augPart of a majority of the Fourth International
at the time of the World Congress, The International has ex-
gerianced a qualitative expansion since 1969, and -there have

ecn significant political shifts, ; To cite two examples: the
Spanish sympathizing organizatlon is.the second=largest group
in Europe. A majority of the aroq: 1y agrees with us on Latin
America and is apﬁosed to the Western European resolution, /
majority of Trotskyists in Latin ‘America agree with us in op=
posing the llne of the document for that ccntinent.adcptedog!
the last World Congress, This Latin American majority includes
a significant number of comrades outside Argentina.

We cannot know what tht reaction of leaders or members of
many groups will be when they ape finally able to read the
documentation and hear speakers present both views; but we have
every reason for optimism,, With a dempcratic pre=-convention
discussion, and democratic representation of the real forces
of world Trotskylsm at the Congress, there 1s every chance that
we will win a mgjority thore,
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Conclysion

The meeting of the International Executive Committee recorded
the reaffirmation by the majority of its guerrilla strategy, as
well as its rejection of our contention that conceete experience
with this line has ylelded a very heavy negative result, It
recorded in addition the broadenling of the differences to ane
compass new questlons, notahll on party=bullding in Western
Europe and on Vietnam, as well as the wldenlng of the scope of
the divergences to the point where we willl soon face two ideolo=-
glcal tendencies oxrganized on a world scale, A dangerous de=
cision not to postpone the World Congress was also made, In
summary, then, the Fourth International faces an internal crisis
which can only be resolved through a deep=going political struggle,

Because the "Balance Sheet" and Western “uropean documents
have been before you only a short time, the comments I have made
on them are not included in the generai line of this rﬁgort:
nor are my comments on material Eresented to the IEC which you
have not yet seen, The general line of this report does specls
fically include the positions presented on: the meanlng of the
Bolivian and Argentine events, and of the majority's ccuraei our

osltlon on Vietnam; the democratic organizatlon of the Woxrld
Eongress; and theccourse of our section,

With those clarificatlons, on behalf of the Political Com=
mittee, I move the adoption of the general line of this report,

March 28, 1973,



