Presentation to Convention

Meaning of Barzman letter

1. No challenge to any party memberfs right to engage in corret\
spondenc@ nationally or internationally. ;

2« No chall%nge to any party member's right t%discusé political
politics or any other subject.

3. What we are concerned about gll!é;'existence of a secret faction

~—- The letter played only an accidental role in dj=closiﬁg

this.

[
\- “he B facts showing that the majority of the Uri ted Secretariat

\

have been operating as a secret faction

1. Internal discipline (Barzman letter)

2. Screening of adherents. (Not sufficient to declarefiEi
: agreement

with piratform.
3, Leader:s  'p partially secret. (L=uiers Intesnational Tendency
in U.S. included without notification.) :

4. Fiatform partially secret.

8 -
ok 74 . i

6 a. Sec t assessment and d<C151on re PRT a+ Nlnth w?fld Congre

be Secrut campalgn re‘Moreno (Domlnqo lettﬂr)

'y

—— meaning of "énbegratipegt proul ol (R0 PP Re ey L

: {
c. Secret circulation of letter of six.
;
}

d. Massey on "integration" of SWP in Fourth.

e Perspectlve of spllt (various references in Barzman letter,
r \|.,L-._ '

54 Degree of danger Qf spllt shown by what has already happened in
.‘-_ P RN

Argent;naﬁghue'fwlla, Spaln, Mexiro, Canada. o €
A -_Ip_l .f F b
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. Purpose of secret E; United Secretariat majority facltion

l. To prevent Leninist-Trotskyist Tendency from winning majority
at next congress.

—— By using undemomratic means

—— Delay in translating
documents for Internal Bulletin,

coupled with secret circulation of factional material.

-— Plus gllEN 0ang ups as in case of Moreno

Meaning of this new development

Explain:

Nature of a tendency

a. Formed to advance one or more points.

b. Open declaration of this platform.

c. Open adherence. Anyone who agrees can join by simply
stating agreement with platform and informing section
leaderhips. “

discipline,

d. Participation voluntary, i.e., without Jimisseeeisminm

An ideological formation.

e. Tendency depends on internal bulletin and presentations

under party auspices to circulate views to membership.

f. Confidence in leadership of mNEeEENEIENINENEPEN-

section or international.
If tendency views are adopted, confident that leadership

will apply them.
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Nature of

open faction

de

b.

Open declaration of platform.
No confidence in leadership. If faction platform adopted,
requires majority in ComPOSltlonFO%;;:;ggr;hlp to assure
application. Success of faction places former majority
in position of minority.
Faction is more than an ideological formation;
it involves struggle for leadership.
Applicatﬁ# for membership subject to approval by faction.
Members subject to faction discipline.
Faction is structured and has elected leadership.
[ I R A2
Fa;tion may issue its own'&nternal bulletin during

discussion period but this must be made available

to all @@l members of section and the international.

Attitude of our movement

Open tendencies and open factions are considered normal

a. Part of functioning of internal democracy.

Y

Secret factions are not in our tradition.

a. They violate internal democracy

an"
-—,secret membershlp and secret leaders

o . ifﬁ' ', ¢ o / Fd A e, B

b. They block normal functlonlng of sectlons and international.

-— secret decisions, secret goals, secret mobilizations,

circulation of material not SubJect to answer
o). PRO A~ gtdsnaad o AL ]

c. They greatly heighten danger of\dlfferences ending in spllt.
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s 3
2 What we suggest as a counter to this dangerous new development

K |

l. That Leninist-Trotskyist Tendency consider converting from a

tendency to a faction.

What this would mean

l. Continue what we are doing now to clarify issues
e
ae Writiffg articles, discussing.

2. Coordinate the struggle internationally.
3. Centralize it. ool B S . n et con O

xy e ltaad? 2
/. g
4, Greater pressurejon IEC Majority for adequate postponement of

world congress.

a. Translation of documents.

ge Bt Codprod oo g N -_.-ETI,“.,L ro . [ ¢ .y LALGAR G

@_6. The alternative is a congress(i that will not be able to

b. Time to discuss them.

resolve the present crisis of leadership in the Fourth International.

[ o q 4 y
| poaa A ,0.1’ t 4o ;J..Ju A -



Statement by Leninist-Trotskyist Faction

l. Evidence that majority of United Secretariat have been operating
as a secret faction.
8e Secret HEEXEXRRXERXXEKSREHAXEXBRXEEX
view on nature of PRT at Ninth World Congress and

decision to take soft approach. Y.” 277 P

b. Secret circulation of Domingo letter.

-—- Meaning of phrase "integrating" Moreno.

—— Secret attack behind back of La Verdad leadership.
c. Secret circulation of letter of six.

d«. Meaning of charge by Massey skxxkhakSxxkhakx SWRxKaxkos xk@xxx
no "integration" of SWP.

e. Secret perspective of split revealed in Barzman letter.

2. To help counteract this dangerous threat to unity of movement,
Leninist-Trotskyist Tendency x=x ?as converted itself into
a faction. -
a. Program:

i. Reversal guerrilla orientation (same as before)

?)
~

plus: G ara R A tarnss ok

| A s

‘ o '
Ady st | :
\ e, . ! -
; 2 - /
T €. r 4 %
17 - \ Py ) Ardar, »

W,

i J
X. Demand adequate postponment of world congress.
—— for translation of documents
—— discussion of documents
5. Steering Committee elected at conference held August 1973
consists of who are empowered to

act in name of Leninist-Trotskyist Faction.
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4. Appeal for adherence to Leninist-Trotskyist Faction.
a. Applications.
b. Indicate differences, if any.

C. After reply as to acceptance, notify section leadership.
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Draft Cutline
STATEMENT BY LENINIST-TROTSKYIST FACTION

1. The _new situation in the Fourth Internationsl

A. Evidence that the majority of Tmited Sevsetnriat have bren
operating as a secret faction.

1. The facts revealed 1n Barzman letter.
a. Evidence of split perspective.

2. Series of previous indications of existence of secret
faction.
a. Information withheld from delegates at Ninth World
Congress as to views of PRT leadership.
b. Secret decision to take "soft epproach" to PRT
leadership.
¢. The Domingo letter
-Secret attack on leadership of sympathizling
section of Fourth International.
(4}~ Implications of phrase "progressive aasimilation”
of La Verdad Tendency.
s—-Attack intended to bleck recognition of PSTL.
as section of Fourth International
d. The secret letter to PRT leedership signed by
six majority members of United Secretariat.
--Its secret circulation.
e. Meaning of Massey's charge concernin% alleged lack
G pis vl 31 *""‘"""""‘“< of "integration" of SWP intc Fourth International.

3. The danger of split.
a. Objective loglc of development of differences.
b. The addition of subjective inclinations in that

direction.
-.-Argentina, Peru, Australia, Mexico, Spain,

- Caneda.
——— g At At e héh*zwﬁiwuﬁqﬁmtjiﬁfhmp&u¢lg

2. Leadership of world Trotskyist movement must do everything pos-
sible to counterac Toward spllt.
A. Why we did not call for formetion of minority tendency in
first stage of discussion.

1. Internal bulletin, plue oral discussion sufficient
in expectation that majority leadership would accede
to lesson of events.

B. Why we called for formation of tendency last December.

1. Refusal of IEC Majority to recognize lesson of events

in Argentina and Bolivia.
a. Purpoese and limitations of tendency.

C. Why we decided to counvert tendency into faction.
1. Existence of secret faction.

\'1\5\ -

fv“fwiﬂjf“*WI . Evils of secret factions.
C el . Nature of open factions.
Ao oo § 1T 47, 1. Why statutes of Fourth International provide

2. To battle for majority in leadership.
3. Not a public faction.

{{é;p w‘ﬁﬂ“-‘:z ”"‘7"'9 for their formation.
Ay Meot -



n.?__.
%2, Ymmediate goal of Leninist-Trotskyist Faction
A. Increase pressure for postponement of congresg.
1. Need to provide time for translation of documents.
2, Need to provide time for discussion of documents.

3 3. In short, to struggle more effectively for implemen-
4;*¢‘ﬁuam&, tation of April 1%?3 agreement on what is required to
_j“;rﬁ:ﬁs;:\\“*uhwhﬁﬂhgfsure democratic and authorltative world congress.
e Revjer 4 Program of Leninist-Trotskyist Paction

A. Reaffirmation of progrem of Leninist-Trotskyist Tendency.
l. Reversel of guerrilla orientation, etc.

B. Opposition to deepening of "turn" made at Ninth World
Congress.

1. "Minority violence” orientation for Europe.
a. June 21 action.

C. Support of Leninist Trotskyist method of party building.
1. Development of orientetion, tectice, and perty tasks.

D. Support of general line of "The Underlying Differences in
Method," by Joseph Hansen.




3.
5. Structure of Leninist-Trotskyist Faction
A, An elected international steering committee

l. Give nanes

2. Empowersd to mct in name of Leninist-Trotskyist
Faction
a. Discipline in faction
b, Faction discipline does not transcend discipline
of sections
1. Members of faction must conduct themselves in
completely loyal way in sections. maintaining
activities and financial obligations in an
exemplary way.

6. Appeal for adherence to Leninist-Trotskyist Faction
A. How to apply for membership

1. Send letter indicating agreement with progrem and
goals.
a. Specify differences, if any.

B. Internationsl Steering Committee will decide on gpplications.

C. If applicatlon 1is sccepted, notify leadership of section
of this fact.




The New Situation in the Fourth International
A Statement by the Leninisi-Trotskyist Faction

The Leninist-Trotskyist Tendency was formed as part
of an effort to stem and eventually overcome the current
crisis in the Fourth International. To this end a seven-
point platform, adopted at the founding conference of
the tendency in Santiago, Chile, March 5-8, 1973, was
proposed to the members of the world Trotskyist move-
ment. (See "Declaration of the Leninist-Trotskyist Ten-
dency," International Internal Discussion Bulletin, Vol.
X, No. 3, March 1973.)

New facts and developments in the past few months
have shown that the crisis in the Fourth International
is much graver than we estimated last March. Among
other things, evidence has come to light that the IEC
Majority Tendency has operated as a secret faction. More-
over, the faction includes a wing that is consciously pur-
suing a split course and that is driving toward holding
an inadequately prepared world congress.

Against this threat to the unity of the Fourth Interna-
tional, the Leninist-Trotskyist Tendency decided at a con-
ference held August 13-16 in Toronto that it must con-
vert itself from a tendency into a faction, thereby making
it possible to meet the deteriorating situation in a dis-
ciplined way. In the discussion at the conference, the fol-
lowing reasons for this decision were advanced:

The Course of the IEC Majority Tendency

The letter written by Comrade John Barzman from
Europe to other supporters of the IEC Majority
Tendency in the Socialist Workers Party (see ap-
pendix) includes facts proving that the IEC Ma-
jority Tendency has been operating as a faction
without declaring itself as such. Comrade Barzman
reports, for instance, that at a meeting of the Steering
Committee in Brussels in May, which he attended, it was
decided that the supporters of the IEC Majority Tendency
in the SWP would be granted three representatives on
that body provided that they were "ready to accept dis-
cipline." (Emphasis in original.)

The decision to include these representatives, committed
to acting under discipline, was kept secret from the leader-
ship of the Socialist Workers Party, the United Secretariat,
and the membership of the Fourth International as a
whole. In fact the very existence of a "Steering Committee”
was never announced to the ranks of the Fourth Inter-
national and its composition still remains secret.

It is to be noted that the Steering Committee of the IEC
Majority Tendency decided to take this action and to
"look with favor upon the formation of our tendency”
in the Socialist Workers Party only after a report by
Comrade Barzman. To become a member of the IEC
Majority Tendency it was not sufficient for Comrade Barz-
man and those of his view to declare ideological agree-

ment with the platform of the tendency. The final de-
cision remained with the Steering Committee and it was
contingent on acceptance of discipline. These requisites
for membership —a top leadership decision and agree-
ment to accept discipline—are among the distinguishing
marks of a faction.

The same practice was followed in weighing the ap-
plication of Alan Jones, a central leader of the IMG and
co-opted participant in United Secretariat meetings.

It was likewise followed in the case of the Revolutionary
Communist Tendency, a minority grouping in the Ca-
nadian section of the Fourth International, for member-
ship in the IEC Majority Tendency.

As is clear from Comrade Barzman's letter, some of
the leaders of the IEC Majority Tendency have developed
such hostility toward those critical of the line adopted
at the last world congress that they are prepared to split
the Fourth International. Others are hesitant.

The lines of division in the IEC Majority Tendency on
this question are indicated by Comrade Barzman: "Then
a talk with Vergeat, who explained the unwillingness of
Ernest, Pierre and Livio to be responsible or see another
split of the International, because it would feed once again
all the anti-Trotskyist gossip." "The French (Vergeant,
Krivine, Stern) Pat Jordan, Ken Lewis want to start at-
tacking SWP on its own ground. They want us to pro-
vide ammunition. Mandel realizes the SWP is not inter-
nationalist and would split over such interference, and
he has a psychological block against a new split." "The
French comrades strongly believe in full-scale offensive
against SWP and have no illusions on the results of it."

Differences of varying depth exist within the IEC Ma-
jority Tendency. Those pressing for a split tend to dis-
regard them, as Comrade Barzman reports: "Verla seemed
to favor comrades going ahead to criticize Maitan without
waiting for an official statement from the international
majority. Krivine seemed to understand the possible risks
of such a procedure. . .. Vergeat sees the international
majority as the real place for discussion, the real inter-
national, is therefore not that concerned about homo-
geneity."

Vergeat, it appears, not only has no psychological block
against a split; psychologically he has already carried
out a split so that he views the secret faction of which
he is a leader as the "real international” no matter what
the differences between its components may be. This at-
titude indicates readiness to bury differences of a prin-
cipled nature and to head toward an unprincipled split.

The facts disclosed by Comrade Barzman enable us
to better appreciate the factionalism manifested in a series
of recent actions undertaken by the IEC Majority Ten-
dency.

In the IMG, for instance, their followers split into a



number of warring tendencies. The leaders of the IEC
Majority Tendency decided to try to use the authority
of the United Secretariat to intervene in this situation
on the eve of a congress of the IMG. In a letter to mem-
bers of his particular grouping in the IMG dated Feb-
ruary 20, Comrade Peter Peterson disclosed that "a theses
on the tasks of the IMG in the present crisis is to be elab-
orated by comrade Walter. These will be on our line. . . .
The theses will also specifically criticise the line of the
EuriFusion Conference Perspective Document [a document
written by Alan Jones and Clarissa Howard], and the
latter's political and theoretical positions will be blamed
for the failure of the IMG to adequately relate to class
struggle in Britain."

In accordance with this decision the leaders of the IEC
Majority Tendency wrote a document that manifestly sup-
ported one of the groups against the others, brought
this into the United Secretariat without advance notice,
and demanded an emergency vote.

A minority of the United Secretariat opposed the pro-
cedure as improper and argued against throwing the
inflvence of the United Secretariat behind one of the
groups, since under the circumstances it would represent
an abuse of authority. These arguments proved unavail-
ing against the prior decision of the IEC Majority Ten-
dency to intervene in the British section in this manner.

Again in the case of Spain, the IEC Majority Tendency
utilized its majority in the United Secretariat to favor
the En Marcha faction in the Spanish section, which was
intent on carrying through a split. This support has con-
tinued since the split, going so far as public backing
of the group in the pages of Quatriéme Internationale,
the official organ of the International Executive Com-
mittee (May-August 1973).

A recent case was the organization of a tour of Austra-
lia for Tariq Ali in July-August of this year in which
the Socialist Workers League, the sympathizing organization
of the Fourth International, was not consulted. The tour
was conducted under sponsorship of the Communist
League, whose walkout from the Socialist Workers League
last year was condemned by the United Secretariat as
an unprincipled split. The organization of a tour for
Tariqg Ali in such a crudely factional way was intended,
of course, to help shore up the Communist League, which
has been tending to disintegrate, and to give it assistance
in its public struggle against the sympathizing organiza-
tion of the Fourth International in Australia. The net
effect, however, was to worsen relations between the two
groups, injuring the Australian Trotskyist movement as
a whole.

The factionalism evident in Tariq Ali's tour in Australia
fits in with the perspective of an international split. The
immediate objective of the tour was to strengthen the
partisans of the IEC Majority Tendency in preparation
for that outcome, otherwise the tour, which might well
have been of considerable value, would have been or-
ganized in a normal way in consultation with the So-
cialist Workers League.

The attitude of the IEC Majority Tendency toward the
Canadian section falls into the same pattern. The walk-
outs that began with the departure of Michel Mill (whose
political positions are praised in the platform of the IEC
Majority Tendency) have been soft-pedaled. Inordinate
Interest has been displayed in a small formation, the

Revolutionary Marxist Group, that has declared verbal
support to the Fourth International but that has been
maneuvering to win splitoffs from the section. The IEC
Majority Tendency has put pressure on the Canadian
section to fuse with this group regardless of the judgment
of the leadership of the section as to the probable out-
come of such a step. The factional interests of the [EC
Majority Tendency, it appears, lie outside the Canadian
section.

Another fact of considerable gravity, showing how the
IEC Majority Tendency has operated, was the decision
of its Steering Committee, revealed by Barzman, to "col-
laborate" in the production of documents to be submitted
in the name of the "Internationalist Tendency" in the in-
ternal discussion in the Socialist Workers Party.

The Internationalist Tendency stands against positions
held by the Socialist Workers Party that have met with
approval in the past from the majority members of the
United Secretariat. For example, the SWP analyses of
the liberation movement of the Blacks and Chicanos were
endorsed in the platform of the IEC Majority Tendency,
"In Defence of Leninism: In Defence of the Fourth Inter-
national" To collaborate with the Internationalist Ten-
dency in writing its documents signifies that the majority
members of the United Secretariat have switched positions
on these questions. Of course, the majority members of
the United Secretariat have a right to change their minds.
The correct procedure, however, would be to make known
to the United Secretariat and to the leadership of the
SWP their shift in view as well as their decision to col-
laborate with their new cothinkers in the SWP, stating
their reasons for this about-face. Instead, acting the way
an irresponsible faction acts, they bypassed both the
United Secretariat and the leadership of the SWP, reaching
agreement in secret on these points with the International-
ist Tendency. This greatly exacerbated relations when
it became known, arousing grave doubts in the SWP
as to the objectives of the IEC Majority Tendency and
of the Internationalist Tendency.

As a consequence of the secret agreement on collab-
oration, Comrades Peterson and Maitan, who were present
as the United Secretariat representatives of the IEC Ma-
jority Tendency, approved the minority report on Latin
America made by Comrade Richard Mitten of Chicago
at the August convention of the SWP.

For his report, Comrade Mitten read from his article
"In Defense of the International Majority's Perspectives
for Latin America,” which was published in the SWP Dis-
cussion Bulletin, Vol. 31, No. 35, July 1973. The ar-
ticle includes a far-reaching revision of the analysis adopt-
ed by the Fourth International on the overturns of cap-
italism going from Cuba clear back to Eastern Europe,
including in passing the workers and peasants govern-
ment that existed in Algeria from 1962 to 1965. (The
pertinent points can be found on pages 2-3 and pages
8-9.)

In the same report, Comrade Mitten attacked the Par-
tido Soclalista de los Trabajadores (PST), the sympa-
thizing section of the Fourth International in Argentina,
as "reformist.” He declared that the politics of the PST
makes it "incompatible with membership in the Fourth
International.” (Page 16 in his article. Emphasis in the
original.)



To make such a declaration is equivalent to demand-
ing expulsion of the Argentine sympathizing section, echo-
ing the demand made by the PRT (Combatiente), which
recently walked out of the Fourth International. It is
clear that psychologically Comrade Mitten has already
expelled the PST. That both Comrade Peterson and Com-
rade Maitan explicitly supported the report on Latin Amer-
ica made by Comrade Mitten for their tendency at the
SWP convention is an ominous indication that the IEC
Majority Tendency has made a secret decision to rec-
ommend to the forthcoming world congress that the PST
be excluded from the Fourth International. This would
fit in with a course aimed at splitting the international.

Another grave fact should be noted. The United Sec-
retariat has not discussed whether the internal debate
in the Fourth International should be made public. Yet
the European Tasks and Perspectives draft resolution
has been issued to the public in various languages, in-
cluding English, German, Swedish, and Italian. Who
made the decision to do this? When? At what gathering?
Plainly it was decided in secret by the IEC Majority Ten-
dency. The move was a dangerous one. It established
a precedent for the publication of internal documents by
any group in the Fourth International. The logic of this
is establishment of public factions in the Fourth Inter-
national.

How Far Back Does It Go?

How long has the secret faction been in existence? As
in the case of most such formations, this is difficult to
determine from outside the grouping. In the secret letter
sent out by Comrade Maitan under the pseudonym of "Do-
mingo," attacking the sympathizing section of the Fourth
International in Argentina, the author explains that at
the time of the 1963 Reunification Congress the leading
members of the former International Secretariat held the
perspective of "progressive assimilation” of the Argentine
component of the International Committee.

"The question arises,” Comrade Maitan wrote, "why we
have not discussed the problems of the Argentine section
in the past. By hindsight we can conclude that we should
have stimulated a discussion and complete clarification
long before now. We note, however, that it was difficult
for us to intervene in the period immediately following
the entry of the Argentinian organization into the Inter-
national in the aftermath of the reunification and that
we relied on a process of progressive assimilation.”
("International Information," Discussion on Latin Amer-
ica (1968-1972), International Internal Discussion Bul-
letin, p. 169.)

The implication is that a similar attitude was held
toward the International Committee as a whole. In con-
trast, the International Committee majority, which car-
ried out the reunification in opposition to a minority led
by Healy and Lambert, viewed the reunification as a
genuine fusion between two public factions, both of which
were part of the Fourth International. It did not view the
reunification as the "integration” or "assimilation" of one
group into the other. It followed that one of the prime
tasks was to dissolve the former factions. The leaders
of the International Committee who participated in the
reunification in 1963 held that it would have been un-

principled to maintain the former lines of cleavage. In
fact to have maintained the factions would have put in
question the good faith of the two sides and the prin-
cipled nature of the reunification. Therefore the leaders
of the International Committee followed a policy of doing
everything possible to break up the old formations and
to reach genuine political homogeneity through a process
of common action and discussion.

This view, as indicated by the Domingo letter, was not
shared by the leaders of the International Secretariat.
In secret they held the perspective of "progressive assimila-
tion" of the other side. This meant in practice maintaining
their former faction, or at least its core, without declaring
its existence.

In view of the disclosure in Comrade Maitan's "Domin-
go" letter, we can now better appreciate the secret decision
made by the majority at the Ninth World Congress with
regard to recognizing the PRT (Combatiente) as the of-
ficial section of the Fourth International in Argentina.
Among themselves they recognized that the PRT was not
a Trotskyist organization; but they hoped that by taking
the "soft approach” of eulogizing the guerrillaism of the
PRT with which they were in agreement while remaining
silent about its anti-Trotskyist politics they would be able
to progressively assimilate the group. At the same time,
by utilizing tactics of an opposite kind, they hoped to
progressively cut down the PST and push it out of the
Fourth International.

As we can see in retrospect, in the crucial question of
relations with the Argentine section of the Fourth Inter-
national, the majority leaders acted in the manner of
a secret faction, not informing the delegates at the Ninth
World Congress of their real views and calculations. This
unprincipled way of proceeding helped pave the way for

_the subsequent disaster of the political and organizational

disintegration of the official section of the Fourth Inter-
national and the needless sacrifice of the lives of dedi-
cated revolutionists. The outcome should serve as a se-
vere object lesson on the evils of disregarding the norms
of democracy in making crucial decisions.

On the more important questions that have arisen since
1969, they have continued to operate in the same way.
We have cited the Domingo letter as one verifiable in-
stance. Another was the "Letter to the PRT (Combatiente)"
sent last October by six members of the United Secre-
tariat. (See International Internal Discussion Bulletin, Vol.
X, No. 7, June 1973.) Neither the United Secretariat nor
the International Executive Committee, which met shortly
thereafter, was informed of this action. Meanwhile, the
letter, as in the case of the Domingo missive, was given
selective distribution to the rank and file in Latin America.

The "Letter to the PRT (Combatiente),” it should be
pointed out, in contrast to previous extravagant buildups
and praise of the PRT's guerrilla exploits contains ac-
curate criticisms of some of the policies and views of
the PRT (but not of their carrying on guerrilla war as
prescribed by the majority line of the Ninth World Con-
gress).

The belatedness of the criticisms is explainable by the
fact that the authors of the letter had stubbornly main-
tained their "soft approach” until very late in the day.
When they grasped that the PRT was leaving the Fourth



International, they faced the embarrassing problem of ex-
plaining the blow to the ranks of the Fourth Interna-
tional. The "Letter to the PRT (Combatiente)” was a hast-
ily improvised face-saving operation. The ostensible
reason for the letter was that it represented an effort to
convince the PRT. However the decision to engage in
this action was made behind the back of the United Sec-
retariat and without informing the International Execu-
tive Committee at its plenary session in December where
the Latin American question, Argentina included, was
on the agenda. The secret faction was very short-sighted.
It put its own immediate interests ahead of those of the
world Trotskyist movement as a whole. Otherwise they
would have done what was indicated — put the question
of the PRT and what to do about its course on the agenda
of the United Secretariat for joint consultation and de-
cision.

Bit by bit the real views of the leaders of the IEC Ma-
jority Tendency appear to be coming to light. Their un-
avowed policy toward the La Verdad group following the
1963 reunification, as Comrade Maitan has revealed,
was one of "progressive assimilation." Comrade Bill
Massey, who was secretly co-opted onto the Steering Com-
mittee of the IEC Majority Tendency last May, recently
disclosed the real attitude of the secret faction to the So-
cialist Workers Party. "The SWP," he said, "after ten years
of reunification has failed the test to integrate itself into
the world movement. . . ." ("The Barnes-Kerry School
of Scandals, A Brief Reply to a Last Minute Horror
Story," SWP Discussion Bulletin, Vol. 31, No. 34, July
1973, p. 3.)

The SWP failed to "integrate itself"! Was that what the
reunification was about? The formula of self-integration
is but a variant of the "progressive assimilation” revealed
in the Domingo letter as the real attitude of the former
leaders of the International Secretariat toward the La
Verdad group in Argentina. Bill Massey's disclosure in-
dicates that they held the same attitude toward the So-
cialist Workers Party, a founding section of the Inter-
national Left Opposition and of the Fourth International.
It is further confirmation that their real attitude toward
all the members of the International Committee who par-
ticipated in the reunification was one of "progressive as-
similation."

If this is the case, as is increasingly indicated, it would
explain much about their course that has been difficult
to fathom, such as their unilateral decision to demand
votes on the tactic of entryism sui generis, practiced for
seventeen years under their guidance.

Mounting Danger of a Split

As the situation now stands, it is evident that the danger
of a split is very real. This has been pointed out by cadres
on both sides.

The differences have been widening and deepening. The
political issues in dispute range from what attitude to
adopt toward the Labour Party in Britain and the Union
de la Gauche in France to assessment of the nature of the
Vietnamese Communist Party. The national question,
ranging from Palestine to Quebec and the Black and
Chicano movements in the U.S., has become involved.
Tactical differences, whith were sharp over the guerrilla
orientation, became acute with the projection by the IEC

Majority Tendency of a line of "minority violence” in
Europe, its adoption in practice in France and Spain,
and is espousal by the IMG in relation to Ireland.

Comrade Mitten's report on Latin America at the August
convention of the SWP brought into the debate a program-
matic question as serious as the nature of the state.

While the minority at the 1969 World Congress charac-
terized the guerrilla-war orientation as a concession to
ultraleftism, the IEC Majority Tendency has characterized
the politics of the PST as a whole as "reformist." The
American members of the IEC Majority Tendency have
not hesitated to say the same for the SWP. They have
begun using the label "petty-bourgeois”" as an epithet in
characterizing the politics of the SWP. It is possible that
the class roots of the positions of the two sides should
be examined, but it should be done with scientific exac-
titude and not as an exercise in name-calling.

Some of the adherents of the IEC Majority Tendency
(in Canada and Venezuela), losing all restraint, have
characterized the politics of the LSA/LSO and the SWP
as a "cancer." This frenzied factionalism is a subjective
reflection of the political differences, which have deepened
until they now involve questions of program.

There is an objective logic to this that cannot escape
anyone concerned about maintaining the unity of the in-
ternational. Of greatest importance in this connection are
the political and tactical differences since they bear di-
rectly on day-to-day practice. Different estimates of method-
ilogical or sociological questions ought not to be nearly
so explosive.

Forces of a centrifugal nature have become manifest
in the form of splits in various areas. As early as 1968
the Argentine section split into the Combatiente and La
Verdad groups. A split occurred in Peru in 1969. Last
year there were splits in Australia, in Mexico, and in
Spain. The split in Spain was particularly grievous, in-
flicting a serious setback to one of the most promising
Trotskyist organizations in Europe. This year the Cana-
dian section has been affected by walkouts of supporters
of the IEC Majority Tendency.

Blame in these cases falls on the leaderships of the
groups that split or on their backers who were either un-
able to restrain them or who gave them bad advice. Nev-
ertheless, in general, the splits reflect the deepening dif-
ferences in the Fourth International. It would be wisest
to consider them as warning signs of what can occur
on a more dramatic scale.

Decisive Action Required to Prevent a Split

In the first stage of the discussion following the Ninth
World Congress, we who opposed the guerrilla orienta-
tion did not consider it necessary to organize an inter-
national tendency. We had confidence that the concrete
experience of the class struggle would confirm the cor-
rectness of our position, that this would be recognized
by the majority leaders, and that the error would be
rectified at the next world congress.

The immediate problen., as we saw it, was to overcome
one of the major defects of the Ninth World Congress —
the inadequate preparatory discussion. It will be recalled
that the documents became available at such a late date
that many of the delegates had not read, still less dis-
cussed, them in their sections in advance of the congress.



They were not in position to grasp the implications of
the "turn" toward guerrilla war. Thus the first job was
to elucidate the conflicing views expressed at the con-
gress. Concomitant with this, as time passed we noted
the verification of events. As we then estimated the sit-
uvation, we did not need to do more than utilize the Inter-
national Internal Discussion Bulletin.

This estimate was altered when it became evident that
the majority leaders refused to recognize the lesson of
events in Argentina and Bolivia. In addition there were
alarming indications that under guise of applying cen-
tralism they were considering attempting to settle the dis-
pute over orientation by mechanical organizational mea-
sures at the next congress. There were growing indica-
tions, too, that the next congress might not be a demo-
cratic one—the delay in translating documents, partic-
ularly into French, was scandalous. Concomitantly, in
various sections the internal discussion has yet to be
initiated in a serious way.

In light of the attitude of the majority, it was clear
that a struggle would be required to gain time for the
translation of documents and a fair presentation to the
ranks of the Fourth International of the case for changing
the erroneous orientation, otherwise a democratic and
authoritative world congress could not be assured. Con-
sequently a call was issued for the formation of a ten-
dency. This was implemented last March with the forma-
tion of the Leninist-Trotskyist Tendency.

Special attention is called to the fact that the name Lenin-
ist-Trotskyist Tendency accurately reflected the reality —
only a tendency was formed. Any member of the Fourth
International in good standing was free to join by simply
declaring agreement with its platform and informing the
leadership of the section of his or her decision. No group
discipline was called for. The purpose of the tendency
was to gain an adequate hearing for the points listed
in its platform. No struggle to change the composition
of the leadership of the Fourth International was pro-
jected.

It is true that confidence in the majority leadership
had waned because of its resistance to recognizing the
lesson of the events in Argentina and Bolivia, but it was
felt generally by members of the Leninist-Trotskyist Ten-
dency that the dialectics of the internal discussion could
still convince the majority leaders of the need for a cor-
rection in orientation.

We have now decided to convert the tendency into a
faction. The reason is the incontrovertible evidence that
has come to light showing that the majority is operating
as an undeclared faction. Applicants for membership in
the IEC Majority Tendency are inspected as to their po-
lifical credentials. They are obliged to accept discipline.
Worst of all, the faction has concealed its true nature.
Its obvious purpose is to use secret and undemocratic
means to block the guerrilla, or "minority violence," orien-
tation from being overturned at the next congress. To
do that requires preventing a democratic discussion among
the rank and file.

The statutes of the Fourth International provide for
the formation of tendencies and factions. But this is on
the basis of functioning openly. A secref tendency or fac-
tion is an unmitigated evil in a Bolshevik organization.

Operating behind the back of both the regularly elected
leadership and the rank and file, it violates the most
elementary norm of democratic centralism; that is, free
and open access to information on the views, intentions,
and actions of groupings within the organization. Itlines
up comrades without a hearing of opposing views. It
invites the formation of counter secret factions. It fosters
unprincipled blocs, power caucuses, and clique politics
of the worst kind.

A secret faction disrupts the normal process of deter-
mining political orientations and of selecting the leader-
ship. The atmosphere becomes charged with suspicion.
Hypocrisy comes to the fore., Cynicism is cultivated. Prin-
ciples are discounted in favor of personal ties. The pos-
sibility of unprincipled splits —or equally unprincipled
unifications — becomes greatly increased.

The statutes of the Fourth International provide for
the formation of open, declared tendencies and factions
precisely in order to avoid the evils of secret tendencies
and factions. We have heard that some comrades, who
should know better, believe that the purpose of a faction
is to prepare for a split. That was not why the right
to form factions was included in the statutes of the Fourth
International. Circumstances can arise in which the for-
mation of a faction constitutes the best, if not the only,
means to avoid a split.

In our opinion, this is the situation now faced by the
Fourth International. The primary objective of the Len-
inist- Trotskyist Faction is to try to contain the centrifugal
forces that have been gathering headway and to overcome
them through a democratic discussion and decision to
bring the Fourth International back on the course charted
by Leon Trotsky.

To forestall any confusion or misinterpretation on the
point, we want to make clear that the Leninist-Trotskyist
Faction is not a public faction. It does not project carry-
ing its struggle to the public. It is an internal faction,
formed in accordance with the statutes of the Fourth Inter-
national.

We also want to make clear that we appreciate the in-
dividual abilities and collective contributions of the leaders
of the IEC Majority Tendency despite the erroneousness
of their present orientation. They have made valuable
contributions in the past and we consider them capable
of making new ones. If we win a majority at the next
world congress, as we hope to do, we want that ma-
jority to be reflected in the composition of the incoming
leadership so as to assure a change in orientation; but
we are against excluding or demoting anyone. To the
contrary, we will do our utmost to construct a strong
center that includes them as integral components.

Need for Exceptional Measures

In our opinion, it is imperative to take exceptional
measures to guarantee a democratic and authoritative
world congress as outlined in the unanimous agreement
passed by the United Secretariat last April.

The main requisite is to provide time for the transla-
tion of documents and their discussion in French, Spanish,
and German in accordance with the responsibilities of the
United Secretariat. In the case of French the situation



has been scandalous, as we noted above. Now a new
complication has occurred. The French section has come
under heavy attack from the class enemy and this makes
it very difficult for the French comrades to catch up
Nevertheless, the fact remains that these tasks have not
been accomplished. More time, it is clear, is required.
Consequently, we again urge in the strongest way pos-
sible that the comrades of the IEC Majority Tendency
postpone the next world congress until these basic re-
quirements have been met. There is no other way to or-
ganize a democratic and authoritative world congress
as outlined in the April statement of the United Secre-
tariat.

We would also urge the comrades of the IEC Majority
Tendency to regularize their situation by declaring their
faction and making known its platform and the names
of its leaders.

Agreement by the IEC Majority Tendency to postpone
the congress and to form an open faction would help
enormously, in our opinion, to relax the atmosphere and
assure the unity of the Fourth International.

In connection with this, we announce our readiness
to form a bloc with anyone, including members of the
IEC Majority Tendency, on the single plank of doing
everything possible to prevent a split. We propose spe-
cifically uniting in support of the United Secretariat's
April declaration defining the requisites for a demo-
cratic and authoritative congress.

Platform of the Leninist-Trotskyist Faction

First of all we reaffirm the declaration of the Lenin-
ist-Trotskyist Tendency which included the following plat-
form:

1. For approval of the general line of the document
"Argentina and Bolivia —the Balance Sheet."

2. For reversal of the Latin American guerrilla-war
orientation adopted at the Third World Congress Since
Reunification (Ninth World Congress).

3. For reversal of the projections of this turn in various
fields as it became extended both geographically and
programmatically following the congress.

4. For resumption by the leading bodies of the Fourth
International of the method outlined in the Transitional
Program to solve the problems we face in bidding for
leadership of the proletariat in the class struggle.

5. For reaffirming the basic program, tradition, and
practices of the Fourth International as they stood up
to the time of the Third World Congress Since Reunifi-
cation (Ninth World Congress), that is, specifically, of
commitment to the Leninist strategy of building a combat
party. The more revolutionary the situation, the more
decisive becomes the role of such a party.

6. For democratic organization of the coming world
congress. In addition to representation, this means spe-
cifically the translation and distribution of the documents
in at least French, Spanish, German, and English well
in advance of the congress so that the membership of
the Fourth International can have adequate time to study,
debate, and decide on them.

7. Against any moves that endanger the authority of
the coming c¢ongress and the unity of the Fourth Inter-

national such as undemocratic selection of delegates, cur-
tailment of discussion, or failure to issue, translate, and
distribute resolutions and other documents on schedule.

On the above platform, we would now apply greater
stress to point No. 3, that is, opposition to the exten-
sion of the guerrilla orientation. In the modified form
of "minoritv violence,” this orientation has been pro-
jected by the IEC Majority Tendency for Europe (and
for other areas as well, to judge from some of the state-
ments made by new adherents to this line in Canada
and the United States).

It is also our opinion that the question of the Leninist
method of party building, specified in point No. 5, is
becoming more and more central in the debate.

To the above points, we now add three more:

8. For a change in the composition of the leadership
of the Fourth International to assure a majority pledged
to correct the guerrilla-war orientation and its derivatives
such as "minority violence."

9. For observance of democratic centralism in the Fourth
International as provided by the statutes.

10. For the general line of "The Underlying Differences
in Method," by Joseph Hansen.

Structure of the Leninist-Trotskyist Faction

1. The Leninist-Trotskyist Faction has an elected Inter-
national Steering Committee consisting of the following:

Argentina: Arturo, Capa, Fierre, Lorenzo, Marcela,
Mario

Australia: Jamie Doughney, Jim Percy

Brazil: Antenor

Britain: Alan Harris, Tony Roberts

Canada: Alain Beiner, Al Cappe, John Riddell, Art
Young

Chile: Juan Perez

China: Pent Shu-tse

Denmark: Torben Hansen

Germany: Dieter

India: see statement by Central Secretariat of Communist
League of India

Iran: Ahmad Heydari

New Zealand: Tony

Peru: Hugo Blanco, Tuco

Spain: Alberto, Arturo

Sweden: Anders Svedin

United States: Jack Barnes, Peter Camejo, Joseph Hansen,
Gus Horowitz, Benny Johnson, Andrew Pulley, Ed Shaw,
Barry Sheppard, Mary-Alice Waters

Uruguay: Juan

Venezuela: Miguel

2. The International Steering Committee is empowered
to act in the name of the Leninist-Trotskyist Faction.

3. Members are required to observe faction discipline
within the framework of the 10-point platform listed above.

4. Faction discipline does not transcend the discipline
of se tions or sympathizing organizations of the Fourth
International.

5. Members of the faction must conduct themselves in
a completely loyal way in sections of the Fourth Inter-
national or sympathizing organizations, maintaining their
activities and financial obligations in an exemplary way.



How to Join the Leninisi-Trotskyist Faction

1. Send a letter to the International Steering Committee
indicating agreement with the program and goals of the
faction. All communications should be addressed to C.
Adams, 305 E. 21st St., New York, N.Y. 10010.

2. Specify differences, if any.

3. The International Steering Committee will decide on
applications, notifying applicants whether they have been
accepted or rejected.

4. If your application is accepted, you are required
to notify the leadership of the section or sympathizing
organization of this fact.

August 17, 1973

Statement by the Central Secretariat of the Communist League of India

The Central Secretariat of the Communist League, Indian
section of the Fourth International, has been aware that
two of its members, Comrades Mohan Gan and Kailas
Chandra, have been associated with the Leninist-Trotskyist
Tendency within the FI, with which the Central Secretariat
has been in general agreement. We note that the Leninist-
Trotskyist Tendency has decided to convert itself into a
faction within the statutes of the FI with the aim of better
organizing its fight for its political views with the object
of preserving the unity and integrity of the International.
While we endorse the general line of the Leninist-Trotskyist
Faction statement entitled "The New Situation in the Fourth
International," the two members of the Central Secretariat
have decided to defer a decision on their accepting a place
on the steering committee of the faction till the forthcoming
plenum of the Central Committee when the entire question
of differences within the International leadership will be

considered and a decision taken.

The Central Secretariat welcomes the declaration adopted
unanimously on Sept. 19, 1973, by the United Secretariat
of the Fourth International reiterating the need to discuss
the present differences within the FI without undermining
the overall organizational unity and integrity of the FI.
We appeal to all national sections of the FI to conduct
their internal discussions on their political differences in
the spirit of the USFI declaration and desist from taking
any steps that would create mutual bitterness and hostility.
We strongly belive that every possible step should be taken
to ensure that a split in the FI is averted since any orga-
nizational rupture would have disastrous effects on the
international Trotskyist movement.

Sept. 27, 1973



APPENDIX: The Barzman Letter

(Reprinted from SWP Discussion Bulletin, Vol. 31, No. 27, July 1973.)

Paris, May 15, 1973
Dear Comrades,

I'm sending this letter just in case I don't get a chance
to write again or phone in a while. [ am due to leave
for Brussels tomorrow morning for the meeting of the
steering committee of the international majority tendency.
I am supposed to present a report on the American Ten-
dency but things are rather vague. After that, [ am sup-
posed to take a tour of Sweden, Denmark, Germany and
maybe England, with Walter Davis, to agitate against
the SWP, and acquaint myself with the situation in these
countries. Then back to France for a few days before
returning on May [7].

I stayed the first night at Alain Krivine's, who briefly
told me that they were in the process of forcing Livio
to put his name on a very self-critical document on Latin
America. Livio was resisting, taking it very personally
(. ..)! Alain encousaged me to emphasize the damage
done in the U.S. by Livio; unfortunately I will have
to improvise, as our tendency has not really discussed
in what way our criticisms differ from those of Jo Han-
sen and those of we heard from Krivine.

Then a talk with Vergeat, who explained the unwilling-
ness of Ernest, Pierre and Livio to be responsible or
see another split of the International, because it would
feed once again all the anti-Trotskyist gossip. He wanted
me to meet with a Basque comrade of the E. T. A. to
discuss the national question.

Then I had a meeting with Verla, she is heading up
women's work in France. The Ligue is in the leader-
ship of the M. L. A.C. (Movement for Free Abortion and
Contraception) a movement open to men and women
and calling for free abortion on demand. She explained
that thanks to their success in this field they were now
ready to take on the SWP, with a comparison with the
Ligue's experience:

— attack the revision of the Marxist opposition to fem-
inism

— attack the "inter-class" approach of the SWP

—stress working-class issues but no centrist socialist
women's groups.

Both Vergeat and Verla were sympathetic to a reeval-
uation of the SWP's position on Black nationalism. They
favor stressing the class igsues in this respect.

On the differences within the I. T., Verla seemed to favor
comrades going ahead to criticize Maitan without waiting
for an official statement from the international majority.
Krivine seemed to understand the possible risks of such
a procedure. They seem to consider the I. T. as a bonus
from heaven that they did not work to create. Vergeat
sees the international majority as the real place for dis-
cussion, the real international, is therefore not that con-
cerned about homogeneity. Vergeat wanted to arrange
careful preparation for an international majority team
to come to the U.S. A,

I then had a long talk with a young Chinese comrade
from Hong Kong who is the leader of the youth move-
ment there, a member of the section, and a supporter
of the international majority. As the Maoists are totally
uninterested in fighting British colonialism, they have he-
gemony over the movement. There may be a similar
development among Chinese students in the U.S. He was
recruited by Wang, the person Chen Pi-lan attacks in
her article, and believes that he can transform the section
and align with the majority, given time. He doesn't char-
acterize Maoism as Stalinist, but says China became a
workers' state in 1949, and that political revolution was
immediately necessary.

Right now, I am wasting time. I should prepare a re-
port on U.S.A. and a clear list of criticisms on Latin
America. I think I will focus on the following points:

—the incorrectness of banking on a "breakthrough" in
one country

—the over-estimation of the strength of the sections in
Bolivia and Argentina and the need for political clar-
ification in the ranks

—that while various tactics of armed struggle are per-
fectly consistent with Trotskyism, to put them all together
(self-defense of the party, expropriations for the party,
self-defense of mass movement, guerrilla bands) and to
add that they can create a crisis, is an illusion.

Thursday May 17, 1973, midnight

Two days of international majority steering committee
meetings and the U.S. are not even yet fully discussed.

On Latin America:
4 documents will be written —



1) a rereading of the IX W. C. resolution which is con-
sidered ambiguous, and which failed to warn against
militarist deviation. The issue is seen as: should the party
set up a military wing completely subordinate to the po-
litical work of the party in the masses, to initiate and
participate in armed struggle when conditions call for
it? SWP says no. Int'al majority says yes! Then specific
actions must be reviewed country by country, according
to needs of class struggle and abilities of section.

2) a perspectives document for Argentina as the current
one is considered inadequate, as it fails to explain the
dynamic of how the PRT actions became dominated by
the need to make more military actions, and so on. PRT
is almost out of F.1 Five tendencies adding up to about
150 people are seeking the franchise. Possibility of getting
a tendency in the P. 8. T. Will criticize Moreno's economism
in unions, and electoral opportunism. Will project no
support to Campora, but possible defense against army.

3) a balance sheet of Cuba— critical but not political
revol. Dorticos invited to Argentina.

4) perspectives for Chile. The whole international ma-
jority is down on Livio, who seems to be brooding, but
there are many organizational details I don't know about
L.A. sections, Mexicans are split. Everybody sees need
to emphasize transitional program and method of party-
building but Mandel and Frank are hesitating on taking
on the SWP leadership in its own country.

Pierre Frank is writing an answer to Mary-Alice on
the European question and this naturally leads to a de-
bate over method. Frank & Mandel did not want to
add another one, more general, announcing Novack (they
have illusions about him). The French (Vergeant, Kri-
vine, Stern) Pat Jordan, Ken Lewis want to start attacking
SWP on its own ground. They want us to provide the
ammunition. Mandel realizes the SWP is not internation-
alist and would split over such interference, and he has
a psychological block against a new split.

There is a possible "third force” developing in some
European sections, especially Germany, of comrades who
reject the L.A. line. Ross is applying for int'al majority,
has been hesitating, but will be let in. India is in a mess.

So far we were promised a team made of X, a French
woman comrade in charge of int'al work and the abor-
tion campaign, has been to YSA Minneapolis convention,
very orthodox, will attack feminism, sisterhood, mini-
malism and failure to stress issues relevant to working-
class women; Y you know him, and Z. They all have
agreed to consult with us first. We must raise about $1,200
for the trips and organize a tour of branches for mid
July.

The following was resoived for U. 8. A.:

1) The I.M. will accept three signers from our tendency
in U.S. A, provided should be ready to accept discipline.

2) They look with favor upon the formation of our
tendency — will collaborate with us on writing document,
defend our democratic rights, and prebably, if we make
an adequate showing, will use it for world congress and
a world document.

P,F. was upset by no representation of P. 0. on N.C.
At the U.Sec. meeting, Barnes promised a special "con-
ference” (?) for mid-November, which would follow an
oral discussion. and send delegates to world congress
on the basis of membership votes for resolutigns.

The French comrades strongly believe in full-scale of-
fensive against SWP and have no illusions on the results
of it. Mandel pins his hopes on a working-class radi-
calization in U.S. A., which would change SWP. Vergeat
pointed out, even if a crisis in the SWP did develop then,
they could not spontaneously develop an analysis; the
American tendency must be supported and built. Swedish,
Canadians, British agree. Livio, Swiss and German are
in the middle.

Right now Mandel is reading our outline and half-draft.
We are scheduled to discuss it tomorrow. This may bring
some good ideas but I expect pretty heavy discussion.

The following were the suggestions after 1 read our
tendency declaration: Pat J. said to take out the call to
"all revolutionaries” as it implies we are calling on people
outside the SWP. Ernest said to remove all references
to SWP ties to F. 1. as this would lead to the impression
that SWP was violating Voorhis Act, and as majority
would attack us for security risk. He said we had too
much emphasis on armed struggle, should reduce that,
and stress transitional program. He thought our style
was too violent on the organizational questions, but rec-
ognized that was the American way of doing things. He
said he preferred the irony of Massey letter to Sheppard.
I have made the corrections and am sending you the copy.
We should leave all the names that agree with the call.

I was told, but am unable to check, that the addendum
to declaration of 19 L E.C. members only includes the
Bolivian balance sheet, and not Argentina, or just the
general line of Argentina. If there are comrades who do
not agree with Germain document's formulations, then
they have a serious problem as they are probably Kaut
skyites. We cannot continue to entertain our vague crit-
icisms that the document was vague, or had a guerrilla
warfare line (which in fact it did not on the whole) and
that this is a cover-up, but must express exactly what
we disagree with. I was very embarrassed at the absence
of any elaboration of our criticisms by ourselves. But I
think most comrades will agree with Germain, and with
the need for a military wing of the party (in the Com-
intern tradition) (and not just a defense guard against
ultra-lefts) which is as much as we need to say.

I am due to go to Switzerland and IMG. The European
comrades desperately need ammunition against the SWP.
IMG situation seems wild, but Ross is being handled
basically correctly as far as I can see. It would be good
it you discussed with Canadian comrades. We have to
put together a credible counter-political line and develop
a stable internationally-oriented leadership. This is the
first priority and will enable us to face any eventuality.

Vietnam, so far, is not part of tendency declaration,
but there is increasing desire by Sterne to launch offensive
on

—that treaty was modest advance and left dual power.

~that solidarity with NLF is key task, and SWP fails
to do it.

—that NLF-DRV are fighting for a socialist revolution,
&

—that NLF-DRV are not Stalinists. He has a docu-
ment under his own name coming out.

Comradely,
JB



