706 Breoadway, 8th f1,
New York, N.Y. 10003

May 1, 1974

Jack Barnes

Dear Jack,

The enclosed two letters are for the steering
committee of the faction.

Whereas in the case of the letter of December 20
suggesting a stronger internal structure for the faction,
no reply in writing was asked for and none was received, in
this case the two of us would appreciate a reply of some
kind,

B Sthat



New York, N,Y. 10003
May 1, 1974

International Steering Committee
Leninist-Trotskyist Faction

Dear comrades,

The enclosed letter to the Leninlst-Trotskylast
Faction explains itself, We propose that 1t be published
as an internal discussion document of the faction and that
it be made available to all faction members., We are con-
sidering also circulating it among other members of the
faction in order to obtain additional signatures,

You will note that while the letter speclifies seversal
programmatic questions that the faction, in our view, must
answer in 1ts political platform, it does not specify the
answers to these questions, The letter limits i1tself to the
organizational question, the urgent necessity for the faction
to transform itself organizationally so that 1t operates as
a faction rather than as a tendency.

We would like to inform you in advance of the answers
we propose to these programmatic questions, so that you can
congider them for possible adoption by the faction when 1t
begins to function as a democratic-centralist organization,

We think that there 1s general agreement on most of these
questions, but we also believe that discussion of them in

the ranks is an unavoidable and absolute necessity because of
the urgency that the Leninist-Trotskylst Faction, in this
exceptional situation of crisis in the world movement, take
correct positions on each of these burning questions.

We will propose that the faction adopt the following
political positions:

(1) For a political revolution in China, a deformed
workers state, against the bureaucratic regime headed by the
Stalinist Chinese Communlst Party. For unconditional defense
of the social gains of the Chinese revolution., Adoption of
the general line of the draft resolution submitted by seven
members of the United Secretariat, "Iwo Assessments of the Chin-
ese Cultural Revolution: A Balance Sheet.”

(2) For & political revolution in North Vietnam,
no confidence in the Vietnamese Communist Party, a Stalinist
party; for a Vietnamese section of the Fourth International,
No characterization of such agreements as the Vietnam and
Laos "peace" agreements, signed in the context of the detente
and under conditions of continued imperialist presence, as
"victories'"; continued defense of the socialist revolution in
Indochina and the right of the peoples there to self-deter-
mination, as our main task, Support for the general line of
the articles on Indochina by Horowlit,, Feldman and Johnson,
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(3) Rejection of any support for such bourgeols
class-collaborationist formations as the Unidad Fopular of
Chile, a popular froant, on grounds of principle. An electoral
front open to capitalist partles 1s a capltalist coalition and
can never be supported in elections,

These three points must be added to the platform of
the Leninist-Trotskyist Faction as soon as possible, in the
present crisis situation, It 1s especially clear that they
are central and burning issues in the international discussion
because the first two have been the subjects of public polem-
ics in the ISR by Tom Kerry, Fred Feldman and George Johnson
(in addition to Education For Socialists Bulletins by Tom
Kerry and Peng Shu-tse), and the third was the subject of a
public polemic against Tariq All by Doug Jenness at an edu-
cational confcerence in New York. These issues, especlally
Vietnam and popular frontism, were central in the internal
discussions prior to the SWP convention in December, at
least in the New York Local, The faction can no longer avold
placing the principled questions of Stalinism and popular
frontism at the center of the international debate, whatever
the consequencss,

In our opinion, however, the consequences could only
be beneficial from the point of view of the ilmmedlate interests
of the faction, as well as those of the world movement. Om
each of these questions, the present majority 1s divided,
despite sometimes having even taken a formel position., If
the faction makes 1ts position clear, 1t can only make more
apparent the unprincipled nature of the majority bloc and
bring about disputes inside it, This, in turn, would make
it extremely difficult for the splitters to force a wider
split,

An added benefit, from the prineipled point of view,
would be to make clear tbat the majority faction i1s not only
ultraleft, but opportunist as well,

The argument that broadening the focus of the LIF's
platform would increase the possibility of a wider split is thus
entirely in error, Centering on these questions would make
it more difficult, rather than less, for the extreme revision-
ist and liquidationist wing of the present majority to force
acceptance of its poslitions on other wings, But if we pretend
that these are secondary lssues, the majority can quietly
unite -~ inevitably on the basis of the program of the dom-
inant extreme wing.

It might be argued that the faction cannot add these
polints to its platform at this time, because 1t must be pre-
pared to assume the public duties of a world orgenigation,
But in that case, 1t would be all the more urgent to take
correct positions on these burning questions snd all others.
Otherwise, how could we wage a public struggle against sec-
tarian and opportunist groupings, including perhaps a split-
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tist wing of the present majority that succeeded in widening
the split? How could we even clalm to be a principled inter-
national grouping?

Even without the danger of a widened split and without
the danger of sectlons supporting popular fronts or refusing
to call for political revolutions in China and North Vietnam,
it would be necessary for the world movement to take a clear
position on these three issues. How could one possibly
argue for a political revolutlion effectively if one called
the party at the head of the Chinese or North Vietnamese
state "centrist," i,e., reformable? Only if they are Stalin-
ist parties does political revolution make any sense at all,
If they are centrist parties, then the logical conclusion is
to have some conflidence in these parties to lead the political
revolution., Some majority comrades seem to have this very
position. This would be no less harmful than calling for
self=reform of the deformed astate, The quemtion of Stalinism
is not at all separable from the question of political revo-
lution, when we consider it objectively.

The same is true for the question of popular frontism.
Some comrades of the majority would agree with us that it
would be wrong to vote for the Union of the Left or the
Unidad Popular, saying at the same time that these are not
popular fronts but rather reformist united fronts. But such
a position puts a living Trotskyist party (as opposed to a
salon intellectual whose main occupation 1s reconciling what
is irreconcilable) in an impossible position., If the Unidad
Popular is of the working class, why not vote for it? This
1s the question that thinking workers will ask us, A positiom
failing %o call a popular front by its name is just as bad as
a position of voting for it, when the position is put into
practice, OSuch a position begins by sowing confusion and ends
by being a transmission belt to support for popular fronts,

Thus, 1t is necessary that the Leninist-Trotskyist
Faction include these three points in its platform, especially
since they have been diacussed already, including in publioc.

There are, in addition, several further points on
which an international faction has no choice but to take a
clear and correct position, If it does not do so, it cannot
possibly function as a faction., We will propose the following
points for adoption by the faction as soon as possible, follow-
ing a democratic discussion in which the ranks of the faction
will participate:

(l4) Rejection of programmatic united fronts with
ultraleft, Maoist and centrist groups unless the program is
specified. When we support reformist parties in elections,
we do 1t as a class vote but on the basis of our program.

When we support other tendencies to the left of reformist
parties, we do it critically, on the basis of our own progrem,
also, but we may in addition conclude temporary bloecs on the
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basis of a specific written program which is made public,

D The Ligue Communiste of France, on the other hand,
before its dissolution, made the mistake not only of supporting
the Union of the Left popular front, but also of supporting
Lutte Ouvriere on the sole basis that it was a "far left"
group that re Jected the peaceful road. Likewlse, the IMG of
Britain supported tha Labour Party without callling it a class
alternative, and made the same error as the French comrades
hed made in relation to a "far left" party in their support
for Healy's group. Bob Purdie of the IMG said in Red Weekly
of March 18 that the IMG supported the Lsbour Farty because
its victory "would be gseen as a victory and would increase
confidence and combativity." (emphasis added) Thus, the

IMG employed the formally correct tactic of critical support
to the Labour rarty, but did moc on the same opportunist basis
on which the Ligue Communiste had supported the Union of the
Left, It isn't any surprise, therefore, that the IMG simul-
taneously supported the Healylte WRP not on the basis of a
principled agreement or on the basis of criticism of Healy's
non-revolutionary program, but rether on the basis that

the Healyite party was "revolutionary"! '

Now, in the French elections, Rouge i1s calling for
a united far-left election campalgn, but proposes no program
for it and does not indlicate that omé will be necessary,
These errors of principle deserve the sharpest possible
condemnsatlion by the LTF, They not only liquldate the program
of Trotskylsm into the petty-bourgeols program of centrism,
but, like the orientation to the "new mass vanguard," also
tend to llquldate the cadres of the Fourth International into
a petty-bourgeols milieu of sectarianism, separated from the
real-life experlence of the working class.

(5) The adoption of a program for political revo-
lution in Cuba. Not only the forms, but also the content
of workers democracy are lacking in Cuba. Ranks have been
introduced into the army, fostering a privileged officer
caste; plecework has been introduced as a "socialist" measure;
Castro has publicly indicated that bureaucrsastic privilege in
salaries will be 1instituted on the lower levels, while it 1s
already known that privilege exists on higher levels. The
Castrolst leadership has adopted the Stalinist theory of
"socialism in one country," proclaiming loudly that Cuba is
a soclalist soclety. Despite the cataamtrophe in Chile,
following numerous other defeats and disasters, Castro con-
tinues the Stalinist foreign pollcy of support to the Peruvian
military government and other capitalist regimes and support
to the extension of the detente to all countries of the world
In this way, he serves directly the interests of imperialism
in genersal and U,S, imperialism iIn particular, as the U.S.
press has noted wilth satisfactlon,

The only way to workers democracy in Cuba and a rev-
olutionary foreign pollcy 1s political revolution, the first
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step being the construction of a revolutionary party whose
aim would be to replace the Stalinist Cuban Communist Party
at the head of the socialist revolution in order to prevent
its further betrayal., The Fourth International, while con-
tinuing the unconditional defensze of the Cuban revolution,
must also begin the long-overdue task of preparing the pro-
grammatic and orgenizational basls for a Cuban section,

Thus, in addition to repudlating the Castroliast line
adopted at the 1969 World Congress, the Fourth International
must revise and update its positions taken at the 1965 congress
and the 1963 Reunification congress. The 1965 congress, for
example, stated that the Latin imerican "vanguard," implicitly
including the Castrolsts, overcame its errors in guerrilla
struggle, and "little by little a more mature conception of
armed struggle displaced this putschist tendency, a conception
fusing guerrilla struggle, armed mass struggle and the organ-
ization of the masses in pursult of economic demands." (ISR,
Spring 1966, p. }j2.) The same 1965 congress decided that
Castrolsm, desvite the inclusion of the Cuban CP into the
world current led by Momcow, was "an autonomous and funda-
mentally revolutionary current of the Communist movement
owing ldeological alleglance to nelther Peking nor Moscow,
They have proved this In all the fields that are decisive in
characterizing a revolutionary tendency..." (ibid., p. 84.)
The 1963 "16 points," on which Reunification was based, stated,
more prudently, that the "exact form" of the Cuban state "is
yet to be settled," and made no direct characterization of
Castroism, while the document passed at the 1963 congress
merely speculated hopefully about "the infusion of Trotskylst
concepts in this new Castroist current.," ("Dynamics of World
Revolution Today," p. 17.) But in 1966 Castro made a vicious
public attack on ITrotskylsm.,

To say the least, none of these documents is adequate
today as a gulde for a world Trotskylst organigation on the
question of Cuba and Castroism. They must be corrected and
brought up to date. We must carry out to its logical conclu-
sion the task outlined by Peng Shu-tse in "Return to the Road
of Trotskyiam" (1969), which pointed out that the guerrilla
warfare strategy "1s not an alternative strategy to the peace-
ful-road-to-soclalism strategy advocated by the Stalinists,
but ... will only help the opportunism of the Stalinists as
well as American imperialism,” and called on the world move-
ment to“"tboroughly criticize all the Cuban leadership's weak-
nesses,

The publication in the internal bulletin of a document
calling for political revolution in Cuba by Comrade Upandranath
Roy of Indla, who 1s rumored to be a member of the LTF, and
the decision of the present majority to propose a debate or
discussion on Cuba for the coming year, make it essential for
the LTF to take the correct position on this important question,

(6) Instead of an orientation toward a "new mess van-
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guard" composed of petty-bourgeois and student layers as well
as Maoist, centrist and sectarian currents, the world movement
must orient toward the workers, especially through their mass
trade union organizations and their political parties, Special
attention must be pald to the social-democratic and Stalinist
parties, as we can expect differentiations and crises 1nside
them, reflecting the growing instability of the world economy.
The "new mass vanguard" odentation is in reality a fundamentel
deviation from the Trotskyist proletarian orientation and from
Point 5 of "For Early Reunification of the World Trotskyist
Movement," the basis of the 1963 Reunification, which stated
in part, "The Trotskyist movement recognizes that the main
task 1s not simply to wage literary war on reformism and Stal-
inism, but to actually win these soclalist-and Communist-minded
workers of the mass reformist parties;7 to the program and
organization of revolutionary Marxism."

A correct proletarian orlentation would include an
orientation toward the youth, as outlined in the 1969 reso-
lution, "The Worldwide Radicalization of Youth and the Tasks
of the Fourth International," and a tactical orientation
toward tendencies moving in the direction of Trotskyism. It
would have as a guide the second section of "Return to the
Road of Trotskyism," in which Comrade Peng wrote: "Our orienta-
tion toward the working cless must, above all, be concretely
based on our work in the trade unions... Only with such a
concrete plan of orientation toward the working class can we
envisage the construction of a mass revolutionary party
capable of taking power,"

(7) For participation in the nationalist movements
in the colonial world and movements of the oppressed national-
ities In all countries, driven forward by the progressive
nationalist mentiments of the masses. Whlle participating
in these movements to advance them, the vanguard party must
always maintain its organizational and ideological inde-
pendence as the representative of the working class. The
party must at the same time support the progressive democratic
demands of all non-proletarian sectors of the popular masses,
which imperialism in its death agony is increasingly unable
to grant.

(8) For participation in the women's liberation
movement and recognition of the important role of mass fem-
inist sentiment among women in bringing them toward revo-
lutionary conclusions, The world party cannot face the
crises of the future without addressing the problems of more
than one-half of humanity struggling for its basic human and
democratic rights,

(9) For sections of the Fourth International in
each country of the Mlddle East, whose program will include
the early abolition of artificial national frontlers imposed
by imperiallism, For uncondltlonal support to the Arab side
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in any war to regain land seized by Israel. Unconditional
support to the Palestinian people 1n their struggle to regain
their homeland and basic human dignity. Support to the slogan,
"For a democratic, secular Palestine," while pointing out that
this can only come about through a socialist revolution and a
socialiast Middle East, No confidence in the program of bour-
geols and petty-bourgeois nationalist leaderships such as
Fateh, Opposition to military tactics such as terrorism when
used as a substitute for mass action by the Palestinian and
Arab peoples. Electoral support to Rakah, the Israeli CP,
only as a workers party, not as an "enti-Zionist" party.
Against the slogan of Jewish self-determinstion in the Arabdb
Bast in any form.

Comradely,
Bill Gottliebd David Kell

(Lower Manhattan branch, New York Local)

cc: Peng Shu-tse
Dennis Richter



To_the Steering Committee of the Leninist-Trotskylst
Factlon

Dear comrades,

The world Trotskylst movement has now been plunged
into the worst crisis in its history. The organizational
crisis was recognized in 1973 after it was learned that the
"IEC Majority Tendency" was in reallity a secret faction, and
the Leninist-Trotskyist Faction was proclaimed. Meanwhile,
the Argentine split was extended to many other countries.

By the time of the world congress, a full 1l of the 270 man-
dutes (4.2%) were from countries where opsn splits have oc-
curred along factional lines. The publication of revisionist
positions and the carrying out of terrorist actlions have neces-
sitated public polemics against comrades of the Fourth Inter-
national. Thus, it 1s clear that a de facto split, unprepared
and hence not principled, already exists in the world movement,
and has existed for some time with a tendency only to widen,

It 18 well known that a wing of the present majority
has been working toward further widening and even completing
this split., This wing has apparently won control in the
ma jority tendency and has effectively excluded the LTF from
participation in the Bureau of the United Secretariat, the
day-to-day working body of the world center, Members of the
Internationalist lendency in New York are organizing deliber-
ate open viclations of discipline as provocations, claiming
brazenly to have the authority of the world movement, in en
obviously coordinated attempt to force their own expulsion
and, they hope, a complete split,

The basic source of this organizational crisis is
the flight from Marxiam by the central leadership of the Fourth
International, the leaders of the present majorlity tendency.
This was most clearly expressed by the adoption, at the
Ninth World Congress in 1969, of a resolution on Latin Ameri-
ca which outlined a program and conception of "armed struggle'
which came not from the arsenal of Marxism but from that of
Castroism and, in the last analysis, of petty-bourgeois anar-
chimm. At that time, there was every reason to hope that the
leadership of the International might learn from its error,
But in spite of the disaster in Bolivia and the fiasco of the
official sectlon in Argentina, it learned nothing., On the con-
trary, it deepened and extended the error geographically. This
bankrupt strategy has now been extended to Europe, as is vividly
l1llustrated by the majority's attitude foward the assassination
o’ Franco's right-hand man, Carrero Blanco.

’ But the deviations are by no means limited to those
of an "ultraleft" nature, The majority leaders have tall-ended
world Staliniaw in declaring the betrayal of Vietnam, organ-
i1zed by Moscow and Peking on behalf of wWashington, to be a
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"victory." One of them, Pierre Rousset, has written a book
that, judging from his contribution to the ISR, is an apology
for Vietnamese Stalinism. Chinese Stalinism has been pretti-
fied as "centrism," and critical support has been extended to
Mao's buresucratic purge known as the "Cultural Revolution."
In the March, 1973 parliamentary elections in France, the
Ligue Communiste (now dissolved{ extended critical support

to the bourgeols popular front formation, the Unlon of the
Left, leading the Irench section to urge a vote for some mem-
bers of tue "Left Radical' party, a bourgeols party. Related
to this has been the discovery that the government of the late
Salvador Allende was not reanlly a popular front, at least not
during certain perilocds, such as whan the military was in Al-
lende's govermment! Ernest Mandel has "discovered" that the
semi-colonial countries can achieve their full national inde-
poendence within the framework of the world imperilalist syatem.
Pierre Frank states that there is no such thing as political
principles,

The present majority has adopted an orientation toward
a "new mass vanguardf" which 1s pronounced capable of being
transformed into an "adequate instrument." In reality, the
turn toward this co-called vanguard is a turn away from the
workers, Jjust as the class struggle in Europe 1s sharpening,
as can be seen by the recent events in Britaeln and the more
recent upheaval in Portugal. The talk of an "adaquate
instrument" implies a repudiation of the Leninist combat party,
which is only natural once one has abandoned a proletarian
Marxist orientatlion, Everywhere the majority is turning away
from mass struggle, whether of the workers or of their allies,
Instead, 1ts orientation is to the world of "far left" sects
made up of petty-bourgeols intellectuals divorced from the real
life of the working class of their countries, This is best
illustrated by the practice in rFrance and Britain of giving
electoral support, on no clear programmatic basis, to any
group that is "left" of the Stalinists, no matter what their
program is or how slight their significance in the political
life of the natlion and 1ts proletariat,

Thus it 1s clear that, In addition to having the mosat
dangerous possible organizational stance, the present majority
faction 1s based on a full political program which, in its
every aspect, is irreconcilable with the program of Marxism.

Under conditions of increasing liquidation of the pro-
gram and organization of Trotskylsm by the present majority
and the ever-widening split in the world movement, it 1s urgent
that immedlate steps be taken to prevent the split from being
widened further and to wage the sharpest possible political
and organizational struggle agalnst the liquldators of Trotsky-
ism, It has become absolutely necessary that the Marxist wing
of the international movement, the Leninist-Trotskyist Faction,
weld itself iInto a genuine, democratic-centralist faction with
e program to return the world movement to a proletarian orienta-
tion with a Marxist program,
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By its very nature, a faction differs from a tendency,
both by its organizational forms and by the tasks it sets itself,
A tendency 1s simply a loose grouping of militants around a
few points. Members of a tendency don't call into question .
the proletarisn nature of the politics of those they oppose
and do not challenge their ability to lead a Trotskylst organe
ization. Comrades form a faction, on the other hand, only
when they have no confldence whatsoever in the other comrades
and wish to reject their entire political program. A faction
is "a party within a party," and a faction declaration 1s a
declaration of war., laction fights are always, in the final
analysls, reflections of the class struggle. For these rea-
sons, & factlion, in contrast to a tendency, demands a demo-
cratic-centralist organization of its own, It is in this
way that a fuller program can be worked out and an effective
struggle can be waged. Factions need not be:politically
monolithic. OUn the contrary, tendencies can exist within fac-
tions,

Ihe decision to transform the Leninist-Trotskylast
lendency into a faction was a sad necessity; the action of
August, 1973, corresponded to the objective requirements of
the situation., Unfortunately, however, the LTF has not become
a truly democratic-centralist faction with a full program
gnd an appropriate stance, The faction lacks an:internal
discussion bulletin, leading to democratic decision-making
meetings, or an elected leadership, It has taken no position
on a number of important issues and continues to base ltself
on the single 1ssue of guerrilla warfare and "minority violence,"
In the SWP, for example, the vote for delegates to the December,
1973, convention was based solely on approval of the "Balance
Sheet" resolution and rejection of the central IEC Majority
resolutions,

It might be objected that adopting a full program
would make a total split in the world movement more likely
and perhaps shatter the unity of the LTF, Such objections,
however, would be mistaken, As Jack Barnes explained at the
August, 1973, convention in Ohio, a democratic-centralist
faction can at certain times be the only hope for maintain-
ing organizational unity with the opponent faction., Today is
one of those times., In the present situation, the faction
can become a stronger pole of attraction for the intermediate
(kompass and "Against-The-Stream") tendencies if it offers a
full alternative program to the liquidationist majority pro-
gram. Thus it can force the majority to hold back from a
gplit, A correct program, defended in a disciplined and ag-
gressive way, cen even attract scctors of the present majority
bloc or at least bring about disputes inside this bloc which
could hinder ihe impulse to split,

4 good historical analegy is the declision of Lenin
to form the Bolshevik faction. gver time, ILenin was able to
weld all Hussian Marxist revolutionaries into a single, tightly
organized combat party. <thls was in spite of the fact that
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the Russian revolutionary Marxlsts were far from agreement
on everything. The Bolshevlks always had a very active
internal 1ife. This policy of Lenin's bore its ultimate
fruit when Yrotsky asnd his followers Joined the Bolsheviks,
Lenin was able to bring into a solid combat party not only
those who had originally supported him, but also those rev-
olutionaries who had incorrectly opposed him and supported the
Mensheviks., It was this policy which ultimately made the
victory of the October Revolutlion possible, If we follow
similar policies today, we cen be confident of similar
results,

What has been the recent experience of the Lenlnist-
Trotskyist Faction? At the World Congress, the majority
flagrant'y violated the pre-congress agreement to limit the
arenda, #8 well as the agree-upon preconditions for a dem-
ocratic vorld congress, by unilaterally placing on the agenda
a document which had not been discussed or voted on in most
gsections. Unlty was only preserved at the cost of placing
the largest party of the Fourth International, the FST, a
party deeply integrated into the class struggle and based on
Trotskylst principles, on an equal footing with two guerrillaist
sects, as a sympathizing group; and at the cost of according
an ultraleft group of conscious splitters from the Canadian
section the status of sympathizing group -- among other
ma jor concessions., Worse, the unlty agreement included a
hypocritical polnt in which each tendency or faction was to
make a statement at the close of the congress "proclaiming
their firm support to maintaining the unity of the Fourth
International." Principled politicians were thus forced to
proclaim confidence in and adherence to a unity based on a
de facto split in almost half the world movement, a unity
based on shameful condltions and a non-Trotskyist line,
and under the leadership of conscious splitters; while un-
principled politiclans were enabled to claim that they will
preserve unity, to claim credit as supporters of unity while
already, at the very time, discussing how or when to slander
and organigationally split from ("isolate and politically
defeat," in Massey-Barzman's delicate language) the minority,
Members ol the international majority in New York are already
using this agreement to claim that the LTF has agreed that
th: congress was democratic and fully authoritative.

Such an agreement, which in reality formalizes a
partial split, all in the name of "unity," can only be sup-
ported on the condition that the faction take the offensive,
politically, and strengthen itself organizationally, in a con-
tinuing struggle for the alleglance of the cadres of the world
movement, Following the congress, however, the LTF meeting,
as reported by Joseph Hansen, did not decide to take the of-
fensive by elaborating a full program and by moving toward
deiocr:tic-centralist internal functioning, but rather de-
cided to "relax factional tensions" and "let the majority
text its line." Of course, there could be no objection to
such declsions in themselves; but it is impossible to take
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such an attltude without simultaneously specifying openly that
factional tensions cannot posslbly be decreased unless the

ma jority leadership reverses its evident intention of increas-
ing thom, and that the majority has already, Iin our opinion,
been shown to be incapable of understanding that its line,
which has been tested for five years, 1s bankrupt, By
themselves, ''rslax factional tensions" and "let the majority
test its line" are attitudes characteristic of a tendency,

not a faction, especially not a faction whose task 1s to
prevent an immediate srlit forced by conscious splitters and
to elaborate a program to counter the liquidation of Trotsky-
ism in every sphere,

For all the reasons glven above, we propose that the
followling specific measures bec taken to ensure the democratic-
centralist charcacter of the faction and to counteract the
danger of an uaprepared, unprincipled split 1n the world
Trotskyist mwvement:

(1) An internal LTF discussion bulletin, open to
contributions from all LTF members on the questions being
discussed In the world movement.

(2) Faction coordinators and other officers of the
LTF to be elected by the members and to have authority, when
necessary, over the functioning of LTF members, with regular
faction mestings.

(3) HFull reports to all LEF members on all LTF
Steering Committee meetings, with oral discussion to follow,
The Steering Committee should also report to the membership
on all United Secretariat meetings and other developments,

(4) A full meeting of the world faction, to be
held within a year from now, wlth decisions binding on all
members, The agenda should not be limited in advance, and
should include provision for discussion and decision on the
following questions:

(a) The nature of the Chinese workers! state and the
character of the Chinese CP,

(b) 'he nature of the North Vietnamose workers' state
and the character of the Vietnamese Communist Party; also,
the character of the Indochina "peace" agreements,

(c) ‘The nature of popular frontism: the class char-
acter of such formations as the Unidad Popular of Chile,
the Unlon of the Left in France, the Frente Ampllio in Uru-
guay,and the PRG in South Vietnam.

(d) The precise implications of the proletarian
orientation: the correct orientation of the Trotskyist move-
ment toward the trade unions, the mass reformist parties

and the youth and students; the class nature of the ma Jority's



"new masa vanguard,"
(e) How Irotskyists function in relation to centrist

and ultraleft tendencies, especially in «lection campaigns;
on what basis may support be given to groups such as Lutte
Quvriere and the Workers Revolutionary Farty of healy.

(f) The nature of the Cuban workers'! state and the

Cuban Communist Farty: whether a political revolution 1s
required, as Comrade Roy of India advocates. (This question
must especlally be discus-ed in the LIF in view of the

ma jority's decision to propose the Cuban question for up-

coming discussion in the world movement.)
(g) The national question: the nature of national-
ism of the oporessed.
(h) The women's liberation movement: the nature
of feminism.,.

(1) The Middle East: whether a single section should

be bullt for the whole Arab Bast, as the majorlty says,
or sections in each existing state; the character of the

slogan "For a Democratic, Secular Palestine,”
(j) Tasks of the Fourth International in Ireland.
(k) Balance sheet and tasks in Chile,
When the faction democraticallj adopts positions on

these major questions and others, they should be formally added
Lo the 1list of positions around which the faction 1s organized.

Comradely,

Al St

Bill Gottlieb, Lower Manhattan Branch

Doy b

David Kell, Lower lanhattan Branch



David kell
95 kastorn larkway
Frooklyn, N.{. 11238

April 4, 197l
Dear Qomrade Peng,

Encloged 13 a letter which I'm malling tomorrow to
¥inure Saunders, whose name now l1s Hinure Cyablsi, Tt 1g
ahe:, yeu'll recall, with whom I wrote the document on trade
union work and. a proletarian orientution, lust summer,

I'm sending you this letter to show you the irfor-
mation I have discovwered on the degeneration of the Culan
revolution and to ask for your ovinion, (#y discussion of
Cuba begins on page lj.)

I am plenning ta come to Faris in June. By that
time, I hope to have enough information on Cuba for a definite
decision on the nature of the Cuban workers' gtate and the
nature of khe Cuban CF, I would like very much to discuss
this with Fou, I also want to help you in any way that I
can,

Very comradely,

Do



95 Lastern Farkway
Brooklyn, N.,Y, 11238

tprdl 1, 1974

Deay .iinuroe,

Thenks for your lettor, I'm sorry I havon't vritten
borore now, JI've becn doing a good do:l of studying on Cuba,
but I haven't reached a definite ocnclusion, Tho best place
to prescnt the regults will, I think, ko the internal bulletin,
ut I have dons agme reszearch which I would likoe to te'l you
about later In thils lecter,

I went to aee Joseph tHonsen narly this month "o
dincuae the questions I had about Guba, He took the t ro to
toll me a numbor of facts I didn't know and to olarify scmo
points 1 bad doubts on, DBut I'm atlll atudying Cuba closaly,
both peast and present,

Thevre was o city~wide LTF meoting on Mareh 12, whereo
irnacn prosonted & roport on the worldd congress and the LTF
meating that followed, I hopo thers 18 some kind of tour
being organissd so comrades acrosa tho country oan hoar thils
reporte

He safd that the Sopt, 1973 Y0-point agreement. betuwecn
the IEC majority and the L1F wao broken when tho JEC majority
insistod on putting the document on "irmed Stmuggle in Latin
Amoyica" (IIDB, X, 20) on the agenda as a regolution, 'hie,
he =pid, waa the single most importaent dooument of the congress,
though in nost countries 1t had not been dlacusacd or voted
on. ‘lhe congreas deoisions, he sald, signified a decpening of
the ultraleft errors of the ILC majority.and the last congreass,

 fhe Ii¢ majority received 53% of the vote on Europe
and 51 on Ilatin fmerica; the lowest LTF vote was §3%. &
third tendency, the "Mesryazonbke' (ap.?), a bloec including
the Corpasa tendeney of Germeny and Donmark, the Eevolutionary
Marxlot Tendenoy of Italy, Krasno's Contro~le-Courant tendenoy
of' France, and Comrade Knilaa Chandra of India, received a
numbor of votes and, according to Joe, is moving toward the
LIF's posltionas,

A 9epoint egroemont maked thes organizational dangera
{nherent in the deep differences by recognising & or 3 groups
in each of a nuriber of countries: 3 sympathlising sections in
argenting (FST, rracoion Roja, Frocelon Bolsheviki)s 2 sympa-
thiaing groups in Australia in (anadn, the LSA-I50 aa a sueotlon
and the Rt as a sympathiging group; 2 sympathizing groups
in Mexioo and Upain.

The IEC majority splittista' hopon (i.e,, the hopes
of that gection of the majority that wants n split) for ex-
c¢luding the thinese scotion from the [+C never reached tho
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flooy of tho congress (though they hod §n 1969 «w Bee Lheo
'G9 world congreass minutes, Intl, Iin®, bull., Yo, 9 In

1969, Pe 134)

ihe FST waso included &n the 1-C} thus 4t had o be
rocognised as Trotakylot,

! A group of Vietnamsse Trotakyists in exlle ecoident.
alldly venn o the attenticn of TP mombepra, Xt appears, Lrom
what Jeogsald, that the ox«Ligne Communiste locdsrshin has
had bad relatgona with then sand they t-nd to have the 2cne poe
altione as the LiF, (The bad relaticons mmat romult fr.m the
Fponeh ecmradog? polley whiloh favors liquidstion of Trotelyls
in Vietnoam, in my ovinion, just as thoy have nothing to do
wilith tto Chinoss Urotskylate bicauze thay favor tho 1lculdne
ticn of thinorg Trotskylsm, o6 an sdentation to Staliniag i
theot counteicay Thepe are toe glrompost arguments for the
ocharactarigation of the IiC majerity as liguidationist, In
my viow = good argumonts for the flercast pogsibie internal
faoction fMlight spainst 1%,)

The LIF mooeting following tho conureas dcclded to.
atLzmpt to relax feetionel tensiona, pive tho majoratg a
furthor olancs to test 1tn line, bub, recognising that unity
iz rroocarious, end in vicw of the armed struggls rosolution,
not to dissolve.

In the disouesion, after “snsonts repoct, Planne Feeley
aaked vhy the IEC mgjority’s line had beoon cheraotorizod ao.
ultreleft, not opportunist, in viow of the ligue Cormunistots
alnotion polioy, In roply, Joo sald that ultraleftism %o 1t-
golfl @ kind of oproxvtuniom, end that tho Fronoch comredcs had
gg?agfgg tho peliey of the Lipue of sup: orting the Unlon of

e faflte

In my opinicn, Dicnno'a question wap a good one,
The Fory 18 1F reports that the IKO anlled for e vote fop
dasly'a Yorkers Reveolutionary "erty ns a “rovolutionsnry®
orgonization, and for the Leboue Foarty "becavse of the affoet
o outoorw of the oleoiion willhave on the mase otrverle, 4
viotory for the Yorles would be soen by tho mase of the working
claos ng a Adafeat, and would lead to a desrrasa in thr oconfie
denes pnd combaitivisy of the working clava. B 4 vietory fopr
tho Labour party, on the other hadd, woeuld be peon as a victory
ond would inoroase coni'idence and combativity,.® (bHob lurdlo,
quotad rom lod wookly, 4n jE, 3-18, rp. 3le15.) Uheno aro
tha very samo grportunist apgunents whioh the Iiruo umcd in
calling for a vots for Lutte Cuvrlore and the glassesol laborae
ticnlot unlon of the Left, rospectively, Phe aorrect jolley
would Do a LF or wilF voto as e olans vote for partiss ¢f tho
working olans,

The ING's cleotion policy was not ultraleflt at all
this timo ~« but orpeortuniast,
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In the atmo dlaoussicn peried, I ansked if Cubn hed
beon diacunacd snd 1€ the LTF wne planning to bave an ‘ntoarnnl
disounslen on Cubm, in view of the "deformed workors sinto"
chervofarization bg Lomrads Loy and in viouw of recent ndie
cationn of the Lteiiniasta® rolo in Cuba, X alao asi-od 2f thors
vould ba a faction Anternal Lulletin,

In re»ly, Joe pointad out that Cudba had been (g
cunzod by the LTI dn 1ts world political resolution, it not
by tha IUC mojority. lis said 1t had nob oone up direstly at
the congresa, 4is cwn view i1n that thore has boen no JuGle
f1tative chengo, though thore are scome signs of oreelon in
Cuba, Hn eald bhore are no plans for o dinguasion bulletin
at procont,

I would 1ike to oall your aitontion to tho LI
gorrogromlence which you een look at 1€ you asle the Chicaro
LTF eocrdinatosr,

If you have any queations about this faation meeting
in New Yourk or the disoussion afterward, I*d be glad to enswer
thom to the boest of my memory ~- O maybo you oan got a tope
and hoar the whole meeting,

2 ® ]

trdinarily, I undsrshband thet &t would ba best Lo Gone
fine nsw discussion on Cuba to thoe intermal bulletin, unlcsge
cene knowa one 1e in gonarsl amtonent with one's gorresgpondent
on tho gpoocifio question being studied,

Put we are in a spucial aituation now, with a hot
foction £ight poing on in the international movenont and
the LT lacking any fim internal strvoture, capecially lacke
ing an interna) bulletin, In sdditicn, I sm quite sure that,
af'ter the Droghnev vinit to Cuba, the éuban questicn will gome
into the dobato in one way or another, and tho LIF do-a not
have a cloar enough poaition, in my cpinion, Thu passage in
thoe LYV wordd rscolution pointing to the prowth of & mrive
f1loped officer cansta 18 not adoguato, because 1t only raises
the queption of a defcrmed astate without answering 1€,

I wrote a lottor to the LTF Steering Committeo in
Dagenbor, suggeating that tho faoetion beooms more siruatured
and heve anr &nternal builotin, OLut Y haven't gottem wny
writt.n answor yot, fome othor covrades pgrea that 1t nlght
bo goed for the tastion to function in a mors or;aniged way.

Sinese an internel faction discussion bulletin 18 urpronte
1y noodod, in my opinien, and sinco Shere 4sn't any &niication
thnt Fﬁ‘li have onv, I dentt fecl that 1t'a miataken to oorr:se
pend on Luba or cven other quostifonn, and diseuss thom {reoly
among thomeslves, ag an cxocption to Lhe gencwal practice,

Novorthelesa, T will not give you In thia let ey my
personal opiniona as to the charaster of the Guban CF or the
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(uban workers' state, I will 1imlt myonolf to subordinite

quagtiona, 1.0., questions of fact, Irom thesc facte, and
fyrom your own study, I hopa that you con bogin to draw your
own ¢conolusiona, witlch I would be glad €o discuss with you
privetcly, glven that thore 1a not cthor way to discuss it,

Tho £2pwt results of my study on Cuba are as fdllowa:
X

Today, tho Cuban leadership does not call for preole
etapian revalutions in Latin ’‘merica, insteady 1t giv-c
political esupport ¢c "progrosaive" cspitalist regimes such as
¥3laaco in Poru and the inidad rFopular in Chile, 4his hae
baen true for several yoars, “uch & policy 6an only br. calle!l
rofomrliat, & polioy of betraying the Latin .moricen workers,
10 1ta objective roesults,

The coup in Chile, I found, dld not teach the Castro
leadorship the nocossary lesnsone, £3 you romember, wo discupsed
Chile as an important test for the Cubnne, I wes not able. to
find any evidence that they oame throuvgh thils test with anyw
thing except miserable fallure, Grinna of Oat, 14 containas
an ungigned article titled "Firth Anniversary of the Poruvian
Reveoluticnary Frocess,™ which points out the conclusions that
taatro drew from the Chile coup, in his Fleza do la Rovoe
Jucion aspeeoh Sept, 28: "Ihe Chilean example teachoes us the
lesson that 1t is imposaible to male the revolution with the
poople alonae: arme are also neccsaary! snd that arms alone
aren't enough tio mako a revolution: people are alsc mecessaryl®
This 18 wortny of Mao's "ILittle Kod Book," no mors., Lacking
any conclusiona regarding the slasmsecollaborstionist nature
of the UF governrent in (hile, a bourpeols government, this
statenont draws “"lessons™ from Chils hardly diffaersnt from
thoso of the Chllesn UF, which launched a loud "armed strupgle"
propaganda campalgn after the coup end aven admittod tiat
"the rvutsch ocaught us by surprise,” (lee II, Nov., 26, p, 1368.)

Most diaturbingly, the avticle reaffirma the Cuben
CP's support for the Faruvien military povermments "In these
five yoars, the Governmont of General Velssco has advanced
along the outlincd path /of independence/. edopting lowe and
measures to tronnfomm the soolo~oécononic atructurea of the
country, devaloping a volicy of defenas of nationsl riches,
struggling to have tho most downtroddon scotors of the feruvian
population 1ive a life ef huran dignity and applying an in-
dependent and sovorodgn forcien peliecy." (p. 10)

liow could one give wuch trustful praise to tho nile
1tory caagte iIn Foru so soon after watching what the sauo
cagte did in Chile? Jastro olaimnd that Feru i1g Aifferont
from Chile, in his Saept, 28 spcech: "Contrary to the U iloen
Arny, tho Foruvian Army made Lt posaible for men from the rmont
downtroddon sectors of thr porulation (o entor willitsry sachocels,
and tho claas composltion of ihe Feruvian rmy 1a difforent
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from tirat of hic Ghilran Simye hila facter faoclliitatod

he werit 0F geme leoading conwmandira and o fiocrs whe,
hesds @ by teneral Volaagoe Alve:rdo, lod thoe ‘rmed Forocs of
feru o unity with the people i to progrousive posii?ons,
L0 oy osition Yo the ollgarehy,”

e Cubana oven atated, altur .o covp, that
dlence'a policy toward tae wived forace ned boon
corpec ., Haul fow, thoe Forcign Nnintqpr, asld in
Nis U H, apceohy (ot, 10, "So cther povipmne nt 4lad
mops L0 prawove the fastitutional devalopmont of the
sraed forcos and evon ealled on them, ng A1d I'rog-
tésmt silunde, o incorporat. tomaslvos in 8o taoka
of mmulioenal devalepriont and gshuee In the rosponsibilits a
of '‘govorinent,”  heonly problom, accurding 0 Roa, i3
that o copetionsry poction of the arm.: foross netrajyod
allansets trastd  (Ursmma, Get, 21, p. 8,)

"o tha Lubons olearly did not lwarn from Chllc,
any niers vhan they logzmed fomt the lolivian coup 4n
197% or the Braziiian coup in 1964, Eggggg, Docy 9
Includes a sympathetic article cn tho nntﬁ-lmpnvimizmt
wront for Hoclellan® of aypeniing, a new portlar-rfront
formation, froanra, oo, 30, lreludes a gproch by Caatro
which nmeatfont twelve capiialist govorniente, proscnt
at o poview of the Cubsn militery forces, ae "naticnaitast
govornmontn, governsonta having a true sense of dignity,
govarnmoents fully sutre of their sovrreignty end their
Indepandonco ¢

Tho Cubang thus cleerly believse thad national
1thoration will come Lo the colonial ocountries throeugh
bourgoolds renlinuay in dlrect contiant to thely oun ¢Xe
purience fn Cuba wlth @ reveolution ovar which they pre-
sfdad. Thug, when (ronma tallkcsebout Pihe eountor-rovolutfonary
wrotshy," (i0¥e 11, 1973, pe 2), At relluots not only
& nisundsratending of who are the real friends of Lheo
Cuban rovelution, bui also, 4t suat be sald, a political
1o+ diemetrlically opposed 4o thal ol frotaktyis, 1ou can
this Lo doubted? The only quection to bo dfscussed 1sa,
is this e Stpliinist 1lne and party, or 4o 1t of some
olaor charoviery

he onpoviuniast Cforei;n policy o the Cubans
was noted by coite of our Letin Awevican co-thinkers,
w0 blenew, for instauen, geic dn an intorview witn 2
pullishad in the pemohlot fupo Ylenco en Chile npd ey,
funfortunete y, /Hldel's trip e e/ aleo nariod o
gapfitulation by the Cubdban wvernmont to the reruvviasn
dictntorabip,” (ve 3}

Yne pollioy of tnrse wio dirset tne Luban
Btuderts . ederation nas beon ¢ svdoabl. Aps COWLLADe
rovoluiiconry dn rocset Lo ke, 40 o rovort ruvlighqd
in I 3s wecarate, The June 10, 1973, iscur prliute an
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intoerview with a Peruvien astudent who roeports that the
Latin (merican Student Congrens (CLAE), whioh included
the Cubon St dents Fedor.tlon on ifts permanent working
sormittes, cxoluced the Feruvlan Student Foderatlon,
(F£F), a founding membexr of the CLALE, from its congrean
bacauss 4t could not meot the conditiona of partieiypaticn,
whioch included support to tho Chilean Uaidad reopular,
support to Velnsco .lverado, "rocognition of the fact
thet the US'B 18 the vanguard of tho international Conme-
nuniat moveront end the aocialint camp" (a condltion, ©)=-
viously Ineloted upon by the Cubana, t¢ which & smart
pro=caplinlist tondency ocould sgree, but not a principl d
sccialint teondeonoy)e The &P representative stated

"It 45 o acngroas that has avandoned the policy of {nt»rn
nationsllism For one of peacetul coexlstonce,"

Anibal Lorenmo of the PAT of Arprentina surmed up
the Cuban policy toward Peru when he aanld that Castro
itnkes a Stalinist attitude"™ towaerd tho Volasco rogime,
Spepking at the Aupust 1973 pathering at Obarling Lorensoe
aleo roported thaet during Cuban rresident vortiocos' 1973
viait to frgenting, heo would not meet with the FET or even
with the comrade, Coral, who had soen Dorticos, Cepiro aend
Guevara asveral years ago,

As tho LTF has pointed out in ita politicel roeg~
olution, "Cosiro has offered political support to bourgeols
repimea fu Latin /‘merica that have maintsinod diplemetio
relations with Cuba,,.ihe mlstekes nmade by the Cubsn lesders
helped open tho wey for the italinlsts to tegs A comabaeck
in latin Amordica,” (1IDB, XI, #2, p, 15)

To conolude this discuvasien of the Cubans! iLatin

Imarlcan policy and its relation to the porapsctive of
aroletearien revelution, I think that 1t ia necoszary to

.0lnt out that even the segend Doeclaruivion of lavana (1962),
vhllie not glving support to capltallst govermmenis, 4id nat
wll {or proletarian rovolutions eithor, It 1s neovsrary to
ping chis up bLecauss a very authoritetive pamphled, Germain's
arsd.o vorgus Ultralertiom: Loy Tesuasg dn uesly's Challenco
tg the Tourth internationci, €inims that the Cassrolst

linoe in Lhe Sovcond veclarstion was for pormanent raveolution

ar goclalist revolution, suthority has been pdded to ihie
aannhlt by 4Lts Inclusion in the roecnt collection of articlen
against Healy published as san - ducation for Hoolalists bHulletin,
{Peni's much more thoroughgoins peolumioc against liesly, "where
1 Heely Toking the Boclalist labour iLeaguoy . Dangercus
eclerian tendoncy,” on the othor hand, n document whicn 1s
auen rore clear than Geormain on the quoastions of the tl-ing

of the transformation of the Cuban state, the lack of < moeracy
in the er ation of the workers and forviors government, the
noed for a iarziat party, end Lhe tasics In cuba, degplt>
Germaln's pamphlet eoming out four years later than iernit's
decument «~« has never beon published cxcert in the FUP intorwe
national in'ormation bulletin in 1963.)
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In Gornain?s fenerally oucesantul wolmcatle sgningt
dealy over Cuba, In wilon ho ainowed (o Jong bad done 1in
1902) how tealy reviscd harxism 4a oallinr vube ouplitaliat,
Gormeln wnfoviunately also tuoled teo provu that Cnatro nad
a proletarian rqvolutionary .lrabupy {or iatin perica, e
wrete bhat Costro "procinims ihe necoisity of th: proletazint
| RN TTs 1 YD o quQ“." Put Gasitro, in thoe passage ¢f ths "voond
ola atlon guoted by Jomualn, and «luevhore, enlln not
for yrelevarian dlctatorghipy but only {or proleterdans
ard Trovolusionnry intollectuals” te Joad Tiiie strusiloe
axati. b Thpoastalisn and foudnd an,?  (Goimeim, p. k”.;
the diifarencs 19 quelftative, a9 Ircd Feldman end ©.orpe
Jon s, o shoksd 40 LﬂO ALY U(u** 1973 25h, "lomdrpanip
of th werking adara™ as a cono. bt cen be esally dnte:patod
fato . Stolinlist puﬁapcctiva of rovélotion by etugan, l.e.,
Dours ala ruaulutiOJ. (ISR, pe Q) ahun, Germetn uas

serioualy Tt oypor L his cﬁarunbﬁrimution of tho Uus.roiat
Latin snea viaun LAus 4a tho 1667 vemjhict, This ercor vunt
be ecrprieto@, In thas souras of 1oing Uhle, 1t will b no@s
onnapry te digouss whotner the 1ino was Stelinist or olemply
nop=-irotokylnt of some other varloty,

1l

“he reformiat olement in Cnban forsien #olioy 4a
Dot limited to Lotin smeriea. .he Gramna oditoried of
July 6, 1973, gives full support to Lue saahhgton
agve. Jats sighed by sreghnev end Hixon, #eltled M
vicc‘ry for the rositions of -oclalien," .o edd Lordal
atatesy TIn alpniag the epreerents, Loorild I Eroshneyw
wan putting into practice, as o reprasiatative of hia
dovernment, and in the nems of Lils Hﬂyty and nauvlm.
tho poldoy proposcd by Lenin rifigeive years? ego
The ¢ Jitorial scryos further Lo @ v8 Lol cover Lo tho
e, wats by sinultensously ooy sundng Wixon for bis
erinas in varicus oountrles,

Thw apeech wWhiloliiLsolre made At the oolebrution
of ti.fifteonth amiviriacy of tha snigurc of power was
@’ piuam&nt aurprlaﬂ foﬁ aashlngton. acacrding o the U, .,
prend. cthe How dork Tinga, Jan, 22, sys o Wadlorn d1ploe
mat "pointued oul ﬁ»at; ho anuiersnry ppeoachay had, in
fact, turned out o be quits pdld,” es Brozhnov would have
deadp d, ond lewrudilk of Februsry Ll notsa that "whils
Castio hesped & dood of predictabke praisc on the Sovied
un&on wnd soasn on Ghina, he al7o monaged Lo omit entiroly
hin \VGPitﬁ,uﬁvlubiVU yangui inpertaliss,” (ppm 6 and
i3y v sprotively.) 1 waufﬁ ke to polnt bnna% uotoa out
t0 you @2 weielly bedauwas the 1! acsvunt (reb, 1¢, p. 270),
uhila ateaving part of Gue svolution of Castro clesoy Lo

Mo aowaliin MAns, does net glvs any lnuioqtton of an sVo=
lut? Nm wowgrd aseenodation with the Lel. Lte«if, Yet thad
17 dnectly waat thess quots s, and otler clicpings L heve
fauna, imiy.

2
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While the Cukans canmnot be critiecized for hLolng
«111%0n to nagotlato wiith U.T, irperiolier, 41t &s not pore
niassable fer Shem %0 moake procracasatic concesaslions or holp
covee up the erimag of fvpsriallim,

in a sperch ‘uge 27, 1971, printed in tho pomrilet
foliamrity: A herveniug of the i-voiuticnery ‘wirepsss of Oup
Feopla, Unatrp sald, "Tetla got this stralhts Giba fe not in
the Tcnat fntecented in baving relations with oligarchic,
resstionary’ son proeiopaplalist goverruuentol” Lut the odatoe
weah Ly sernando le Lopcer Yulno, Cule's wmabasssdor to Moxisce,
Jony 8, that the "aiugle and frrevoceble™ condition for
recpaning sontacte with She L o, pgov . rment was the "tuoone
ditlensi and unilesoral” ending of the Llookade (licw Yorh
Twon; cang-9, 974k shows that Ceastro's provious ¥Lali e
sipeant' position on this partioular. Lome was nothing Lut
bermsasts, - (Shough Muinots stotonond 43 net objsationahl.: &n
$18u9il, )} Uhio Cuban govermment, bresking relations with Ige-
rael enly in deptepber, 1973 (certainly a "reactionery® and
*prosinmperinliac" government), sioted, "The Gcvolutionsry
Governmend of Cuba has slways mxintaived the nom of nob
breaiting diplonatie volaticns, in view of the faol thet the
umerlaliot Govermment ol the Wited Ntoukeo, whan 4t broke
Cwith Cube, in order to pronoto fts policy of hlockeding and
1sokating our country, oconatrhdly triod to bring about snd
omote, by mwans ofuita fufiuenoe with governmentp »epgpess
ally t&oma in latin imorioq - thet were wulngrable ¢o
inperialint pressurq, the broaking of relations with (ubs,
Therofors, our osuntyy has had the policy of not bedng the
oo to Lrspk relations, ap as notl to centribute to the
imporiellist tuctle of isolattion," (fronnma, dept, 16, 1973)

- Thgas, Castro's 197) public position was purely vorbdal
redicalisn and & oase of dishoncsty in eddrespsiog the Guban
PIOPlu g

ble real poniilon, 4t scens, £4 Helng rovealad nowy
ud Whr Laele ond lia eanltalist wllios Lodomo wmore willing to
vallieenlweyn in exonance forea quid pro cuo, ‘of ecurse, :
<11l tue Ludbena then do wp they have wogo lor foru, Allendefs
thile, hHexleo ond obhors ew opd thufr oriclefsw nltogputhcef
A1 the itrotskyist movomont be ogughd unprepared £ this
nappen.d - CuB Castro provent the devtente frem inoluding Cude,
LOW that he has 8iven 1t his porascnal endorssment:

i1l

Y _ 'the Cuban leedership had adanted the theory of

so¢’e’ dam ‘o ong country” to Cubs, JIn feot, Ceatro's
gorecy, april) 19, 1963, wroject. i that a oomnun%mt gociaty
woule T« Luilt in Cubs bofore the destruotion ©F Uei . fme
porial mas "ithe Yenkows are apraening of o kind of trop?esl
1i%olw., but what they ar. rolng to have the ghaone to sew
14 true Wrojdcal comvuniem.,.ouw country csn advanoe in the
not=too=diatunt future toward foras of oomsunist distrivution,"
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(A New *tage in the idvancoe of C(uban tooisliem, Morit iublishcias,
n8 date, ppas LLielde)

Caatro gntd, on July 26, 1973, "we are in the ascolal!nt
atage of the Hevolution.,” But he indicated that material
insontives would have to be accentuated jJust at thia time
and that tho Cubana must "oorrect any idealistie errors,”
(Geanma, Aupguast 5, 1973, ps 5.)

This was put inte practice by the 13th congroas
of the Central Organization of Cuban IYrsde Unions (CTC)
held in Novertber, 1973, The “1Thenes® published before {nts
eongrang outline a plan of pilecowork payments "If the workers
docant't fulfill hls norm, his salery sheuld be redupged ecw
cordinglyiee I the worker overfulfills his normm; his scolary
shiould ba inoroase@ acoordingly,...For plecework, the rolation-
ship between wages and finfshed produot 1as cleer end direot,
He who makea 15 unite 4s paid for 15 units., He who makas 10
s patd . for W0, 4nd ha who mekes only 8 cannot be pald for
more  than 8," (ﬁoe-ﬁragmg, Sapte 2, 1973,) Alsxandr Shelew.
pin top Botviet trade union official, appropriately congrate
ulated thias congress for one of its essential aaonmgl&ahmanta.
"the perfoction of the materiel inoentives to wark,

{Granma, Wovy 25, 1973, r. 3.)

This was not a minor aspest of the aonpress, findeéd,
Casiro, in a speach headlined, "Thnt each contributes according
to his abllity, that cach receive acoording to hie work is a
prinoiplc,; an inexorable lsw in the conatrbotion of sonfalism,”
noted,tha% %the workers'! movoment has suggested ‘o series of
megsurss in support of this prinoiple, pointing out thet
relationeghip that should exlst bstw. en wages and work normsj
the rolationship botween wapes and tho meeting, asalng
or falling short of the work norm,.." (ibid,, rp. T-8.)

Floocework, in the neme of sooialism, fa not the cnly
step backward taken at this congress; burcaucratic privilege
vas formally introduced as 'a good methed Tor incr-asing ‘
rroauction, Hithout a docision baing formally made ("'his
s in theory, HNo deefnslons have been adopted yet, They
cre viswed posltively, howaever,"), Ceatre spoke in concrete
terme oot only of Il million penos to be snpent for Minking
vages to norms,”™ and 67 million for "inereaaing wagss for
technlslena" -~ dividing thoe working class of Cuba = hut
alpo of spending 65 millton for "incressing wages for
rerzonnel in charpge of direocting vreduction,” (ibvid,, p.
10,) ‘rom this last projeotion, raising wages for lower
olficiuls such ag brigade leead ra and foremcn, we cen ;ot
& general indication of the kind of material privilegoes
that may exist in the higher runpga of the bureaueraoy, whioh
wary not, of cour=e, touched wron at the congross,

Canstro crowned this backward achisvement Ly alrsctly
linking rlecowork to noclelism, Ho atated (1, 7) that the
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4t foranee batwoel tho distrivotion principles of paymons
acconding to work (4ntarpretod by the CTIC am quantitntive
produoticn) end payment eocoomding to nved Tis preoclacly
what Jiffarentiates the soatalint yhass Crom the consunist
phuz: of tho ravelutfionary proocoan,”

LV

% wouldd bo miatalion to bxlieve that Coatro wan
moraly reflecting the viswa of Cubsn woricera whan bo puid
thut plcaoweris and burcoucratic priviloegs wore galled fop
and that Caba was«s soolalist countey, ih+ CIC 48 not &
deneorationlly organised $rad-eunlon fodepationg In fnet,
a8 Fobor Lewmejo noted In 1969, ™iho IC fa far BOPe AN Gpe

-preatia fof Lhe fnplementation of povirnmental poltoey

retlip than fop workers' protection,™ ("Cuba Heport,” "WP
Discustion T:1360%h, Vol, 27 (2969), Foe 9, pe Te) This
winld suwwariae the situation today, Gespite the numbser of
voten againnt the proposed thones 03 the CIC oongrons, Few
povhod by Coonme  (Hove L, ve §) as ranging foém 0,01% to
043058, Murcaueratis decisfomasking on the officis) lavel has

evel Doen thaoreticelly Juallificd by some, lMouplos Zeltlin,
fn Bavoluvion Folas ghe Cuban sorifns §1g§g,tﬂn er
1o

: s 49 i i gueRye 4 longeP b8 11y T
inist on. the Zooratorist of ths (uban P und frosident of

tho Batlonad Comisalen of Toolfiicesl, “cleniific sud Focnmmie
Cooperatioh, from & 1969 inborview: "while in prinoiple &% 1w
goertatn Lhab we oust disvover domocoratic moamns by which to
dagidey for Inetancn, the vardoty and hgpau of cousumor goods
L0 b produoisdes  dt .iu ¢ luxury to try to ostadlisho such modos
of plarming at this moment in the revolution.® (p. %i4)

Tha Guban Communist Farty, Mitculse, &8 burceugretinod,
espite the fant that 16 was founded oo the aolw pariy of the
Cubsn Mavolulicn in 196) {(miting the “talintst Peoplete
"ooiellat Perty with the Jul{ 26 Hovarent and the Student

- Digegtory inte the ORI {Integraited Rovolutionery
Cryonisation), which booate the FUR%S (Lnifled Peréy of the
“oalalint Nevelution) in 196Gh and fhe Cuban (oframist
Farty Cinally in 19465), thia party has sot had & oongrons
yut, Thy Cfirat congreas of the CUP 4o sghedulad for 1975,
flea unmn, Jans 13, 197h. e 34)

Como Jo roportod that "although there 3o no formal
prosc irtion, thero 19 no ripht of Leudonsy dn any orsrane
fzation e fnoluding the paprty...ths lack of tondenecd s
o or snfined eriticlisn, lémite the reening of all forna
aevooracy which doos exlint,..” (*ude leport,” pe 64

applementing the bhur-averatlo faonfon of moking
deniglonn in Cuba a3 o personaiity cult of Lastro, Although
ot aq grotesus as Lthe “talia, beo and o Newng culta,
e culy of Luobro s a very acvious nigne 1wo inatunces
ars Hi,ul Cusbro'n rolerence to "wur tevelutlon, undsr the
gura Loaderanip of 1ta P ety and of Comrade Fidel, 1us top
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logdar..." (Granmn, Aug, §, 1973, pe 7) wnd the title of
an article in Granma, Jduly 22, 19%3. Pe 3t "Coll whore
dal was Imprisonzd oa Isle of Pines Whilo lerving Tima
for Atiaock on the Honoada Ieing iioatorcd,”

v

Along with bureaucratic deoision-making and eX-
clugion of the messes Ifrom rolitics {itself & politisal farm
of privilegp) goes material privilegs, I touched on thie
at sor length in éonncation with "socialism in one éovatry,”
Came o reperted 1n,1969 thet the Cubsn lepders "certainly
nny have bettur housing than thc masascs, Fut this doos not
Linnly. roal mbacoy®  {"Cuba Kuport,” p. T.) Feel gbuse uas
found by ﬂarrg.ﬂzng, who wrote, in Cubsn end rroblemas ©f Morkors
Denoerncy {1972) that "In addition Mo railoning/, some mane
1fagtalicns of bur-auoratic-privilege«taking have -heecn..
evident 4n preoent ‘yeexrs, .<nd, as Fldel bhas frankly copoceded,
there have been repcated instances of bur-auorazioiqismanags,

‘ment and'palfunetioning <= gvaccioea of which the masres are’
keenly.end pginfully awars,” (pas 12¢)

N Much mors sericus evidence atild hes coma to publloe
attention more recently, Firat, of course, 13 the proposal
by Lastro to create wage differentials for production offioials,
In addition; Grenma, Dec, 16, 1973, annotnged the establisle,

‘ment Of papnks . in . the army, Tho MNew éork Tlmag‘pr‘nnaﬁ Q
roported that: the change was deslgned Lo "facilitateo growing
‘relations betwesn the armics of Cuba and those of other
sountries that have s dlfferent hiorarchicel ordor,? (p. 15,)
It ghould bhe pointod vut et the outact that this 1a necessarily
8 dlshonaat explanation of the intreduotion of ranks, since
Lthere 1s . no real nilitary need for rank privilege, se Trotsky
gointéd out. 4in The RQ?oéF&;%p Betrayed in disguseing .the ine
poduction: of wanka In the Soviet Leny by Stalim in 19035,
The realidntent: éannot bo other than. to fasilitate the
growth of a privileged officer caste in Cuba. or to moct
asmiands For sugh priviloge,

VI

All tho above facts poin®, in my opinion, toward the
cxiatenge of & Staliniged bureeucratio caste in Cuba, and a
- talin'at party, Lortainly no Stalinist party could wish -
for a setter organ than Gr.nma, (The artioles on visits by
loadors of Staliniatl partles around the world, plotures of
‘oviet and astern vuropean Htalinist burcaucrsts, ete., are
Ltoo aucerous te montion, Just plek up any copy ol Grorna,)

- It might ve ssid that urepme docs not reprogsent the
views of the Cuban loadership, 1L 80, then how 6an we know
thege viows? If thesc views are entirely a seorei, how can
we argue one wWay o ancthury row can we argue that Gramma
coes not, r'or all practiocal purposaes, ropresent the vantro
leadershipi 1 don't think that Granma ocan be challeng#d as
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tha fatthiul svwpraesentative of the Luben lesderehip, L.04
the Ladean Cowunialt paotye

I have, hovaver, feund cortoin india.tiona that the
Oubangs Lave mvintmu 16 cortein waye Coom the Htalinlist iine
we 0% cnly from the boscew 18ne, freom which meny ftalinists
heve «drwigtod fran timo Lo tiua, but wlso the Stalinlst 4d40w-
losdeal 1ind,  In Haroh, 1966, Tor in:tence, Castro told
thilows leadaors 3hat "in the cenditions of (hile, 4 & rove
olubtion wad e plred, 4t would necessnrily have to be e
actliniies pavolution, ,«the manoed of workesg en. peazents
world not dend support to any Lourgrols ravoluticn, veoouse
e o Terg aund’paasgnts would not bo willing to surve thne
fniopc oty OF am cdplofiting olasz,™ -fuisted by Urmseir, Larke
ey Yo oane kA bralaltimn, pe hBe Larmaln oltes sprid (ntijol,
wilol L ters yoprinied fron (ranna, Hare 205 19004 mo
3004, Cdnted Heid, ", Llnouadayh no vmﬁamwaiawd nwm,rf 863
aclve \‘.;:;i ggg-?;wm of dyvalopmrnt thogugh cepitalism,® {low

Thus, there 16 & gquosticn In my wind as 8 whothér
Salinign 1&»1@@1& cohtrol of the CCk snd wbothor thoro
fa a drdvileged borosucpatio canta 4n full coentrol of s
Cutdsy slate,

, ‘ ¥ an aloo hasitating to say that the stato 4a
Par-anersdlonily 8«formtd or dogenorabed bocausts 1 en
not CAule o any shon the ehange cecurred, 3r 16 did,
SAnge 16 wonld Do a qualitative chengsa, one would cupsndd
aonn Lmparient svent Lo have tikean plane at tho tine of
thd ghanses oy the oodie would hawe to Yo gssid %o havo
beon elveady Served when the workyrg? atete wod orontod
h twpastedotober 1960, If thers wee & caste dn power
fop years md guari, them the Vourth. Intematiunal, ey
well wg the Py, took the wroop position Yor years snd
yours in not cahlna for o politicai revoluticon, Lould
that ricen e Jprrtecists wore right any e wrong? ne
wouid asave ¢o ¢xplain how thoy could by »4phe about Luba
DL weony about cvepgihing «lee, w8 thoy most gerteinly
30 Wouli about everything olsnu,

o I om net arguling one way or tha othor fn (Lie
leticr,. :zmwax': i1t 45 Qleariy nucesrapy to dlascuna thie
quoatiofs in the LIV, in my opinion, and aleo covirect coptainp
rnistn con nellotn, ﬁm}é@i wpbe Wiy 19734 for oxuapl., calle
Crstrots slglere spuooh 48 defenss of iloscow "the twilight
of a ~ovoluticaary™ end "oupitulation,” In renlity, it
has b:on a gread long tims sinco Lasiro has bron & gunuine
revolationary, in any stass, I'rerdding ovsr a ravoiution
does not muke 2 pourson ¢ revolutleomury, ae we have erton
point 4 out apainat llouvsret and othors; nor was the latin
mardcon guerpilla atratogy o revolutionary onv, bedsune 1%
nd Lo the defeat of poanible rovoluticnary situssiocn,

Goume wight wrgue that al lcanst 1t 1s Jdisoussing
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tho deteriorating situation In Cubn, in contrast to the Filitn:t
end I}, ‘That, of courso, 48 to its ercdlt, Fut 1t 148 defin.. 1y
ruch bBottar to say nothipg abent a subjeot that onc 1a discunrsing
privatcly than to tale the wreng posltlon pudblicly., It 48 wuc-
mora to the credlt of the MIlitant that 4t has raroly, 1 ever,
taken Lhe wrong position, It's in that frameworle thet one

might cribgoiza the shortcomings of ita rorortags cn Ciba,

In addition to re jecting the contention that Cestro
was & revolutionary up to epterber 1973, we ruat reject the
1dea that guerrilla warfare waa in {ts921f a "break .Ath reforn-
iry," Lt may bae that the Cubana broka with reformism nt aomo
timo, but gaerrllla werfare 48 not at ell a aynonym fo» such
a braak, 9h?s has already bocn amply showm in connnctfion
Atk Chine and Viebtnam,. . Thus, the PRT Red Faction 1s wrong
when 14 sayo, "having 1tself d4velopsd cmpirlaally, the wuben
logdoraiip proved unable to ovorcome thils veokness and provide
an adeguate suratogy snd tactios for the Lotin Amerdioen
revolution,: The Caatrolat current broke with reformism
along a stratugle line of dermarcation -~ that of erncd
strugpla -~ LUt wes not able to develop & strategy and
taotlon sdaptéd to Latin .mericen oconditions,” (IIDB, XI,

41, Pe 3u) %o effectively fipght the Rud Factien and $he

InG vau Jority, we must point ocut that 4n Cuba, as clsewharo,
arned ptruggie was pot a line of demarcation between reforymism
end Pevolution, The only such line of demercatlon 48 political
proyean. . Thug, to srgue that the Cubans broks fpom reforniam,
one would have to show that they developed gn alternative
rolifical progrem,

Did guerrilla warfare accomuany the developnment of
an alternative polltical program? That 1s something we will
have to disouss, bBub at ghe outsed, I think 4% is nesovssary
to recopgnina the correctness of Forcno's couparliaeon eof (uben
ultraleftism with the Stelinist hird Prrled of 1928+353 "In
tho sane way that “taliniem falled to difforentiate botween
"ascizm ‘and reformist Joeial Demoeracy, Guevarism made no
ilstiicticn betueon the various regimes exlating in Iatin
morlcue, etiriad tio create artificial bodlea for taking power
.+ have always projected arming by 1taelf™ o= cuch tioe,
rorenc points out, deeponing the Stalinist error, (1108,
"I, i, pe 84) I think thet 1t is relcvant to this dilscusaion
w0 not: that Trotsky conslderad Staeliniam o be centrisn,
Tate, refornable, until 1933, snd unrelormable alfter tiat,
requiting o new parly and a political revolution to defcst
it

The document by Comrad:s Roy of India wmukes it
capeolally necossary that we discusn Staliniam in Cuba,
' Roy 13 & nmembor of the 170, then 1t 4s wrgent., In colng
L0, we will bkeve to deeilde whoethur Harry hing's 1972 oriuicn
that ¢the Cuban leaderahip "si117 4neluac s ool revoluticnary
cadrsn who have not passed beyond the yosaibility of rospond-
Ing to o revival of thae npirit of the 'oncada Rerracks and
the sicrra Meeatrsa™ is ouvrrect today ~- and whather 1L was



1y

gorrect then, We will have %o deeldn wheothor Lthe difforences he
pning botueon Cuba and the U 1n Jt8 poriod o7 doprencrabtion
84111 apoly =« or whethor thay are the drofinive oriteria

at alls (1) defeats of roavolutionary pstrugsploes in the '20a

and *308; (2) sxterminetion of millions of people} {3) the
burcpucracy boaocming a "conaciota organiver” of defeats;

L) "totslitavricn rule of a vrivilaged burcoucratic caste";
iﬁ)“ﬁuaasiva nationwldo opprossion,'” (Ring, Cuba And i roYe

Yerin of Gorkers Democraocv, v, 1)

- In JdAaguasing thosn queations, I think 4t will be
aultc wseful to rofer to %ho Asvelution latraved, as Linryry
Ring sugrest-d in his pempnlet, Y found the scotions ~n
soclalien in one eountry, and wages csnacially interesiing
to o ad.

In addition to the sources I've oltzd above, I
think the, following might be useful to you in roading rnd
rorcadings.

Pong, e turn. to the Road of Trotakyism," especially
the last three paragraphs of the seoetion of guorrillu warfave,
RGastrolam or Trotakylsm.”

Peng, "whers s Hoaly Taking the Socislist lLabour
Lzagua?, A Depgerons Neoborlan Tondeney,¥ S4FP Intornatioral
wlormation Hulletling Mey 1963, Y,

Llansen, "he Neture of the Cubsn Revolution, OWF,
Edugation foy Soeialists bulletin, sapril 29068,

Honmen, Trotskylen end the Cubsp Hevolubion: on
Answer %o Hoy {¥ionesr Publishers, pemphlet), reprinted .
from .the 1'411tant, OGot, 1962,

. 8WP Diacusston bulletins, 1960-683, on Cudba (Wohle
Carth-itobertoon, {ight, ). Sae alse Workers lespua, Uppore
tunteor and Bapiriolsy (pamrolet) pnd ‘varteeista, (uba and
cupxlct Theory (Morxist Bulletin 8). t'or the ssctariena!
nasitiona,

For excellent article on :talinior, s~o Fducation
for ‘oclallasts FulletinstDevzlopment endPdsintegration of
talintiomg Tom Kerry, . /natony of Stalinlion, Rec alpo lerry's
articlo on Bso in I7R, “pt,-0ct, 1969, end of courss Lhe
racent answers to Rouasmot 1n the ITR,

1 bhave herdly hagvn a asxfovs study of the we ks of
Srnetro and Suevara, and I'd ba very Interestad In any referencos
vou con give me from thedr writinegs which point one way or tic
sther in thia diascuseion, Ghe hoa an interosting dlscunnion
of workzers' domoeracy in his ociallism and Lan., The ecend

PDeclaration of havana, s Feth{'inder pamphlcot, 1a of O?*grﬂl
irmQriarce . asn LLPrOYLANT e,docunent, of (rotreyem, . ¢
3&3%%0 W] B8 cggﬁiﬁn%3“39%uir, %n wﬁicg &u controhited Htele

inlsts head on organizationally, sce Mdnl Csatro imncunces



David Keil

c/o SWP

706 Eway., 8th f1,
New York, N.Y. 10003

July 12, 1974

Joseph Hansen
National Office

Dear Comrade Joe,

Enclosed 1s a copy of the initial draft of a document titled
"Cube and the Liquidationist Danger to the Fourth International."
In March, when I came to see you, I mentioned that I appreciated
the time you took to discuss Cuba with me and saild I would continue
to study Cube and, 1f I decided to write a document, I'd bring you
a copy of the first draft, This i1s the draft, The subject matter
goes far beyond Cuba,

I am also giving coples to Peng, who inspired the study of
Cuba on which it is based, and to Bill Gottlieb, an LTF member in
Lower lianhattan who believes Cuba 1s a bureaucratized workers state,
(We found that we agree on this after the LTF meeting where you
gave the report on the world congress and where I raised the ques-
tion of Cuba.) He and I signed two letters to the LTF 8teering
Committee May 1.

After being verified and reworked, the document will prob-
ably be submitted to the LIF center for publication as an internal
document or to the SWP N.O, for publication in a Discussion Bulletin.
I believe that at some point before that, it would be appropriate
to show 1t also to Comrade Upandranath Roy and to anyone else who
I know of in the LIF who believes & political revolution 1s needed
in Cuba, 1n order to get thelr ideas for improving the draft,

I think that because of the crisis in the world movement,
this document deserves your attention, despite its length, Of
course, I am also curious to know your opinions of its contents,

Comradely,

AR~



c/o SWP
706 Bway., 8th f1,
New York, N.Y, 10003

¥
August 6 \?

4/
Mary-Alice Waters %‘
National Office &Mﬂyj(ywd
Dear Mary-Alice,

{
Here i1s a letter to the LTH Steering Committee, a copy

of a letter to Dick Fidler and a copy of a letter to Upendranath
ROY' .\bee- r"‘&w\ S‘DLQ

As I mentioned to Flax the other day, I'd be happy to do
some more translating if you have a backlog.

Comradsly,

\ s
g;) A [f«(~~//]



afc Wi
Tiby Bw..ye it Fl,
How York, ¥.f, L1723

Agmnt 6, 1574

idek r1dlor
o/o Int rcontinenial ire-s

Rur Conrad: Clok,

¥our syrtiol: iIn the July .& 11, “"Cubens .sat Bl.otersl

'Filot Irojuot! in Patensas,” Bsu 8 son goos eriticlsus of the
clogteors) projoot fron the stetdyoint of Leninist yrinciples of
warkava' denceraoy, nHut 1t ix unsatisfed.ory un gzome key poiate,
In f231ing wo rsocgnite lnat a Stelintot perty 18 o powcy ond
et wube 18 o burcouerstised workers! stoate, dea ity the mountiog
wwidenss for thias, fneluding ovidenoee you youreuli yres at, your
aruicleo veprsssnts 8 step backusrd s wholu, «¢ would tasrsicore
1tks- 10 ask you o Pvecxamine tho pelitiesl eonclusions «hlca you
draw in 1t,

You montion ks faet th:t the eleoticny hardly lived up
to the norus of proletnrian domoorssy hHut awn Lo {tnd sONG Pie
ssaurance in the fagt thot the Cubin lewders fnvoked thuy "proe
foundly cownnist conpopt e oxproagud by lenin in _tefy o n Ve
oluting we that the fepoeticns of «dminfastration ahevld

u0 raaehn of eowery litorste person,'® Lut tho mestors of tha
Hromling, also, 1avoke Lenints vords while trwniling on thwe in
pragtices Im reelivy, o3 you yourself document, t ¢ "wleoticns®
ware pnothing bub o cardoaturs of dourgeols demoaracy with Its
vurprdtorial ropressntation, 1ts “peopl«a'”, nol werkers! ¢nd pige
sante’, power, By disselving the goversl cloas:a and nunerous strets

¢ the populaticy into tLhe paopla' who “rule,” Custre slnly fole
lout tha Linmseworn tradition of bourguols d\uacrncy. ‘talin bhinme
0. 1f wag ¢ great odalrer of thls "demoereoy” when by pranmulgsted
"the post 4 mocratic constitution 1n the world™ et the wary start
of the molorious lMopeow tirials of the mideinirties, 'The «choing
of lLonin%s words In this eocnue Xt by tor CGuban loaders 15 wnlore
jupately wot at all recssuring,

wWe sbars Joup eoneernus about "tike purey's ggﬁﬁiflty to

turcaworetio Influcneos in the stete sdnlinistpetion, subjeoting 1t
to the zan,mr of sontrasl by couwnterravolutlonsry carcuerists and
ouportuiste,” Hubt this overlooks th: dengey fprom thw bDupcsuorscy
of tie party &aaalt, vargelolly of 8 paeiy thob, s you wimls,

rogpotws vy loelsions by "Birootfvent fpor the highe & sclwdlone
ur the pard. 1wmdmrahip“ end llows no inrpenaent organigetion
whataoever By 1ts ronlk nnd Mlze Yt moovle not bo !argottmn that
ivetaky, from th wory beginntag of nis fipght againat the & asle
mratihn of tio Ruanisn Y“eveiution, stresecd tre role of Lhe perty
suresusracy whiiel w: s coaded by tho Cen:rsl)l Sorstury, Jusoph 5Stalin,

You elsim that th. Cuban CF fo the only obe 'n the woprld
that semowledoes the need for o greatly ifacre.sed voloe by the
migges in they decielugn-making nroccas, cgually, -voepy CF in tho
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world prys 1lp serwies to this noed, LIitl. falth cen th.p.fors
b plaged in .uoh gistuovnta whw they ar. wumealecod by xewga,
>

wh Wers reslly nyetirtod by your reéf.runc: to th-®tendisnoy
towetd Dure . ucratio Guform tluns,” itenin, in rofepring 1o tha
young ©ovio L Rerublie, os1l-4 iU 4w weriors' atato with buresue
erstie & forme!lune, no. Juat Ltvnc noles towerd burssuoratic 30w
metions, It woeuld b rowerystl 1F cube, sufToring £:rom enormous
rrossate from Smpeorteliem end lroking voth soviets urnl @ muma rave
olubiﬁnary party with & rioh Inturnwel 1440, suflvred only $ pdcpe
gies towurd DuresuoPatic defvrnecl T,

In o elmiluy sein, you ruflur 1o the Casvro luadnrabir'a
*apife tuw.rd doscow's Tpencelul o xlatencet line,” ke role
rliyed by £L4:1 Ceativo in Chile and wis refusal (o lsern fros that
uxguriunoo, fadsed his «ffirmation of the a:me pollelea in Fepu
ELicy whe tnfle.n oalpaster, fndfcate mors Lien a "drift" towerd
tie acscow policies of pesgdoful couxist.ngu, Yhey {nifecty an
grpbraginge o } theus gonosple, 63 1do) Cnaaro himacdf elusrly atates,
How wo nre s:olng & process in uwhioh Cube 18 Being bLroucht inte the
cutontue The normalization of rolations with the U, o &8 P:poTte
«dly hold baok only by ths rosfatence of some dleebard conserves
tivis in the U, 5% Srmate who have until yosburdsy bren able to
hold duoistvwe anti~imp oaohmunb volue over Nimonte head on the
mb; §uw. {we R e AUTe 3y e 3y bmd ugs By ‘80 U,
U Je

witiin thils context, the felluvre thed you nele on the pert
of the Cubun leedere to devalop « Whuoratiosl apyrecistion of Htale
inlen 18 sll too oliur, SBelinists arv not kpown Jor theip thegw
ro3fe:l abillities wien 1t comys to anulyzing thumsolves,

ihe strong point of your wsrticle te 1ts recopgnition that
"ihe procsduioea adorted fn the vrperimental ~leoctlons in Kotanses
would Suem 80 Indlosds that the (ubens have ahosen o apaitarn
touly formal deodsionemeking muchin«ry on thes ourront prectives in
the oviey Unlon uhd oth:r Wup.suer.ticel.y ﬁctvwmvﬁ workers status,
end not on tho Luninist mod:l of covit dwpooracy,” bDut ou do not
wraw toe obvivue loglos) conclusion frow thie, that Ghe sugential
choarsotey of the Cuben stxt: cor:zespond:s to the =balinisy xodel in
tha 0vlet Unlon end thoet (ubn s @ bursaueratis:d workoera stute
deminat.d by a talinist party,

Your gtatem-nt tuat “the Luban pevoiviion.ry leasiers should
by the Mrat to be swere of" the donger of bLurunuerstic influsnces
can cnly Lo suld Lo expross biwlidermont iIn feo- of theo new devalopes
membe umd tnability te exylaln them desplte fully oognising thewm,
wWhy s thory net aware of il Linger when they should bal  You
at t¢ that thes: "povolutton.ry® lead: vs Lwve w history of righting
bur-auver . tiem and you efv: i 1962 puryr of Taow) ptee his wos &
o auoretie rurgy which was sunprorted by botin the fremlin MMiresue
orulm, who Wus tomperorily sbendon.d thelr faichful toel, snd by
tus bBuik of the o)l talindst sonerstug in Cubs {taself, wo woeuld
1% to now on wial basts you fa-ly sbat the Cublspn prrty wes dolie
oaretiscd in 196, You yolint Lo 'wlisezonle psorultss nd of ‘ofte



3

onylary workerat vl 0t.d LY thodr Cellowewori rs 4n the plents
ani of: iaaaf“ But this by f1taulfl 48 sure cem'rnlscont of L. lkn'e
tienin Levy' then of the rusl ilenialsy podiey of party deroorasy,

You ataio, "Jv woul: b . svrlous error ‘o cuntluds that
winet wrye ouly traads I cubs auve wlpesdy booone finluhe: ohuriebsre
1810847 Jhe ress.pne you pive 8.0 tne Mesli oy of the . strolistse,
Lue fuat thad shyy %oknowleds: orenly th. nesd for . prostly ine
er«asud volcy bz the messes in the aaoiaiummaksng procaau,” " §
tile olefim that "Mhiy have nou.eér. oloaswd the Joos definitively o
lesltindal uznaeaazon and or unigoticn of Uip-niing viows wichin
thu rovolution,” But wuire Luve thoy wevered «nd hesit.t-41 piad
thoy bualiute with leberso iadills fn 19711 Bld.they not definile
tdvely cloa b LOOP O -BOCPutic ri&WLﬂ lop iPotskyisis aa
sarly as ncy, 19@1, vhon thiy destroy.d Ui ulmtes for Trotsky's
Sprendnt fevoliticn and shut dowm Lhe paper of the {unan =zection
lutvvna onal ‘ecretapiat? ibuse d-clelons have never boen
ovimurned, in this context, for tio { strolsts to "ackaawladgo
opsaly the mued for a gr.stly fneresaed volco b the mouses™ oan
only be covnpldered th: orcgsest “t.1'niet . ypoorisy ani Jemagogye.
itme 4% f2 your owny gonelusion that 1y . suricus crror, ¢ basdefw
10y of & long-stonding fallure of tus Poucth Isterneti-nal 0 recoge
nige .0 Lurcauver i degencvatrion in Wuba ey & finisicd wroocss
£t g (imo whsp the ovidones 1s beooming ov.ruhelnlng,

o politiosl 1ine you tike follows from Lhfs errcers “Heane
wizfle, portisme of the Cudbpa hevolution shiould not overlonsk Gadre
tain &ln&urbinw tvunxn in present devilopm-nts wnd should of fopr
tholr sucguatiocns on how Lhs so "rabl&ms oun bLr ove GMmo, in ordur
to stpangthvn the Cubmn fovolution,” Thus you fmyly that the Cuban
lood.rabic o 22111 opum 10 surgestions «n. advice fron Trotakylste,
Thera Lo no avidonos thet this 1e th. oze-, and your artiolc pree
o:ntko evidonoe thet 14 ia non vhe Gasa, Eho vank oF Tvotskgians
In rvlation Lo Uuba 13 to and yapog: the (astrolate le: dur~
atin am the bo.d of & ltal n #t Ligsuoreay, in order Lo streapthen
tho Cuban revolution - pot marely to "pffer tiair sugg: stions” to
4N

Comradely,
411 Got- licb

avid Eoll

out Joseph hansen



