Cctober 2, 1975

TO THE COORDINATORS OF THE LENINIST TROTSKYIST FACTION

Dear Comrades,

The Steering Committee of the Leninist Trotskyist Faction
met at the end of August. Four points were on the agenda.

1. The draft resolution, "Key Issues in the Portuguese
Revolution;"

2. A statement, "The Portuguese Revolution and the New
Proglems That Face the Fourth International;"”

3. Applications for membership in the LIF;

4. Leadership relations and the functioning of the faction.

Enclosed are the two resolutions adopted unanimously by
the Steering Committee. Both have been submitted to the
International Internal Discussion Bulletin and will be printed
shortly.

Comradely,

Ed Shaw



The Key Issues in the Portuguese Revolution

[rhe following reselution was passed unanimously by
the Steering Comnmittee of the Leninist Trotskyist
Faction at a meeting held August 30, 1975,
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The opening of the Portuguese socizlist revolution
stands at present at the center of the international
clas gtruggle. A working-class victory in Portugal
would sound the death knell of European capitalism
and deal a staggering blow to the main powerhouse of
international capitalisen in the United States,

In view of the size and power of the Portuguese
working class relative to the bourgeoisie and its
reactionary contipgents, why hasn't it already es~
tablished its own government? The snswer is that the
Portuguese workers, like the workers in other countries,
are faced with a "crisis of leadership, ™ to cite Trotsky's
words In the Traasitional Program.

The crisis In leadership can be overcome only by
the construction of a team of cadres capable of pro=
viding correct political guidance, The mucleus of such
a team is very small in Portugal today, The prime
problem is to expand that nucleus, This means con~-
structing a revolutionary-socialist party in the very
heat of the revoluticn,

Achievemem of this difficuit requisite demands,
above all, a precise Marxist analysis of all the con~
tending political forces, and, in particular, the po-
litical issues at the hearst of the developing class struggle,
The greatest possible concreteness {s demanded, In-
structive as analogies with other revolutions may be,
they cannot take the place of anaiysis of the Portuguese
events themselves and determination of their political
meaning in the living context of national and inter-
national contending forces,

This resolution is intended as a contribution in that
task, which is a collective responsibility of the worid
Trotskyist movement as a whole,

Of course, more than accurate analysis and po~
liticat prognosis are requited, Unless the small no~
cleus of Trotskyist forces in Portugal succeeds in taking
full advantage of the openings provided by the revolu=-
tion, they will noe be able to expand sufficiently and
at a swift enough rate to gain leadership of the revolu-
tionaty~minded masses,

Fortunately, the pattern of the Portuguese revolu=
tion favors their efforts, I is preeminently proletarian,

Among other things, this means that it is centered in the
cities where the Trotskyists are also based, piving them
extraordinary opporntunities to spread their ideas among
the radicalizing layers of workers,

In a developing revolution, the proletariat has enor-
mous advantages, These include its economic and
social weight, the power of its numbers when they move
in unison, the effectiveness of its natural methods of
organization and battle in the plans and in the streets,
the radicalizing and mobilizing effect of its struggles
on its allies in the city and countryside, and above all
its inclination to move toward socialism, a trend
clearly evident in Portugal today,

In accordance with this pattern, the Portuguese
workers in their first upsurge began to organize militant
unions ang to establish workers control of industry,

Action committees appeared in many factories, as did
similar forms in the armed forces and in some neighbor~
hoods, giving promise of the rise of soviets or comparable
bodies, The direction of movement obviously favors

the growth of Trotskyism,

Such phenomena, along with the universal determina-
tion among the masses to finish with Satazarism, or any=-
thing resembling it, and to establish 2 new governmental
systemn capable of guaranteeing democracy as they
understand it and want it, have provided striking con-
firmation of the correctness of the Transitional Program,
which in 1938 outlined the logic of a rising proletarian
revolution like the one in Portugal and noted the con=
comitant slogans and tasks facing the tevolutionary
Marxists,

By the same token, those Portugnese Trotskyists who
have assirnilated the lessons taught by Trotsky, above all
in the Transitional Program, stand well prepared to tackle
the key problem of resolving the crisis of teadership faced
by the Portuguese working class and thereby assuring a
victory of colossal imporzance to the worlters on all
continents,

L_ Bourgeois Calculations in the April 25 Coup

The April 25, 1974, military coup that toppled the
Caetano dictatorship was an outcome of the conclusion
drawn by Portuguese finance capital that neither their
colonial empire nor the working class in their own country
could be dominated any longer primarily by repressive
meauns,

The Portuguese imperialists had at first resisted
turning to neocolonial means to save their empire, As
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tulers of the weekest of the imperialist powers both
economically and politically, they sought to evade the
cost of fostering and maintaining & neocolonial bour-
geoisie, Moreover, their state apparatus appeared to
have a tight grip on society, Thus, the Portuguese
imperialists hoped to achieve by determination and
ruthlessness what other imperialists with vastly greater
resources chose not to attempt, ot failed to achieve,

However, after more than a decade of savage war
against the peoples in the colonies, the Pormguese
imperialists found that the sword was incapable of
cutting off the sources of the colonial revolution,
which continued to mount, Even terror on the massive
scale practiced in northern Angola was not suffi ctent
to destroy the nationalist movements, in particular
since they received support, and in some instances
bases, from the surrounding Black African states,

Although the Portuguese imperialists managed for
a time to contain the nationalist movements in the
economically important colonies, this was insufficient
to accomplish their objectives. They finally realized
that they did not have the resources to sustain a large~
scale military occupation of the colonies without under~
mining the bases of capitalist stability in Portugal
itsetf, Nor could they ger the necessary support from
stronger imperialist powers to make up for their weak=~
ness,

Nonetheless, the sectors of the Portuguese ruling
class who came to see the need for 2 change in policy
faced grave difficulties in carrying it out, The regime
had rested on corporatist repression for nearly half a
century, Not only were substantial repressive forces
such as the secret police and the riot police strongly
intertwined with the regime but the economic interests
of a swollen layer of backward petty capitalists and
latifundists were bound up with the maintenance of
this special repressive system, Furthermore, the
Portuguese imperialists had waited too long to shift
to neocoloniatism; they faced well-organized mass
nationalist movements deeply rooted in the populations
of many colenies including Angolz, the key piece of
the empire, These movements were already sub~
stantial, With their long tradition of struggle, they
could not be co-opted cheaply. Nor could the colonial
masses, after long years of massive strugglies and
enormous sacrifices and suffering, be easily demobi
lized by small concessions,

So, Portuguese imperfalism, which has always had
an extraordinarily weak base, engaged in perhaps the
most daring gamble in 500 years of Lusitanian expan=
sionisrn, It moved to reorganize ts forms of political
and social control by violent means, by a military
uprising against an entrenched layer of the state and
political apparatus, A major indication of the line

of thinking of the ruling sector, was their decisfon to
allow Spinola’s book Portugal e o Futuro to be published
in February 1974, The book became 2 best seller and
helped provide the generat with 2 revolutionary image.
Through the subsequent coup, Spfnola moved to disarm
and neutralize a section of the ruling class itself by
puiging a considerable number of previously sacrosanct
authorities, This not only disabled the police forces for
atime, it was a violent shock to the habits of obedience
instilled in the masses by almost fifty years of dictator~
ship modeled on fascist Italy and Spain,

The Portuguese capitalists did not embark on such
an adventure without taking into account certain favorable
conditions, Although they had failed to stop the rising
radicalization among the workers and the youth, a power~
ful, organized mass movement had not yet formed in
Portugal, Likewise, atthough the imperislist army had
failed to erush the nationalist movements in the colonies
and had suffered some defeats as well as significant losses,
it had not been broken or decisively defeated,

The most favorable condition from the bourgeoisie's
point of view was the absence of 4 mass revolutionary
Marxist party in either Portugal or the colonies, The
mass movement was dominated by dependable reformist
elements, As it turned out, the assessment made by the
Portzguese imperialist bourgeoisie of the reliabitity of
the reformist workers parties proved to be accurate,

What Portugal's ralers underestimated was the power
and extent of the mass upsurge that would be touched off
both in Portugal and the colonies by the fall of Salazarism,
They failed to gauge correctly the hopes this would inspire
among the masses that they couid finally gain thelr demo-
crati¢ right to think, to discuss, to make their own de-
cisions, and to struggle to change their economic and
social conditions and determine their own fate,

In the sweep of this mass radicalization, the bour-
geoisie found it impossible to sufficiently reconsolidate
its tepressive apparatus, and was forced to permir far
more widespread purges of rightist police and officials
than it intended or than was compatible with the stabflity
of bourgeois class rule, The pressure of the mass upsurge
opened wider the cracks in the discipline of the armed
forces resulting from growing unwillingness to continue
the long and unsuccessful colonial war, As it deepened,
this process threatened to shatter the armed forces as an
instrament of the bourgeois state,

2, The Armed Forces Movement ~~ a Bourgeois Instrument

The instrument on which the imperialist bourgeoisie
relied to remave the Caetano regime and to carry out
the needed political reorganization was the Armed
Forces Moyement (AFM), The AFM began as a move~
ment among peofessional officers who sought to defend



their privileges as graduates of the military academies
against the ordinary university graduates, large numbers
of whom were given commissions as part of the ex-
pansion of the armed forces required to fight the
colonial war,

The AFM, in essence, has functioned as the political
arm of the military hierarchy, That is what it has always
aspired to be, and what the present leadership intends
it 10 be, Following the March I, 1976, attempted
coup, some of the cleverest military demagogues such
as Otelo Saraiva de Carvalho have tried to picture
things as if a political difference existed between the
top military commanders who associated themselves
with the April 25 overturn, Spfnola in particular, and
the "revolutionary movement” itself, This line was
intended to explain away the obvious splits in the AFM
represented by the attempted rightist coups on Sep=
tember 28, 1974 and March 11, 1975,

In any such conspiratorial movement there are
bound 10 be various layers of officers and various
degrees of commitment, with the lowest officers,
who take the greatest risks, generally being the most
radical in speech and the most determined in action,
The AFM has thus drawn the sepport of many radi-
calized young officers as well as radicalized civilians,
and has maintained its control over them, However,
the ATM has always striven to make itself as rep-
resentative of the military command as possible; and
since the April 25 overtern it has continued to bring
in officers on the basis of the positions they hold in
the military hierarchy. In addition, representatives
of the lower ranks of the armed forces have been
incorporated in the formal organs of the AFM to make
these bodies better transmission belts for the directives
of the military leadership and better barometers of the
political processes at work in the armed forces, as well
as o divert demands for real democracy in the armed
forces, In accordance with their bonapartist strategy,
the nilitary tops also bronght some left-wing elements
into the AFM assemblies to counterbalance the right
and increase their maneuvering room,

As a conspiratorial opposition movement under
Caetano, the AFM atizacted officers influenced by
various political eurrents hostile to the Salazarist
regime. In response to the logic and the pressure of
the struggle against the old dictatorship, as well as
the pressure of the masses following April 25, there
was a tendency toward radicaltization, in the lower
echelons of the AFM in particular, This tendency was
reinforced by the mass mobilizations in response to
the attempted right-wing coups on September 28, 1974,
and March 11, 1975,

In these cases, the most conservarive elements in
the armed forces feared that the democratic ferment

and social struggles were getting out of hand and that
the process of reform could not contain the masses but
would inspire them to further struggle, At the same
time, they were unwilling to accept the minimum
demands of some nationalist mavernents in the colonies.
If successful, this “restoration of order” would have
meant a purge of impoitant sections of the AFM now
regarded as "unretiable” by the conservatives, In each
instance, the masses mobilized ta defend the military
regime, which they identified with their new-found
freedoms and the perspective of socialism, These
coup attempts further compromised the already dis-
credited Portuguese capitalist class and shifted the
balance of forces in favor of the working masses, As
a result, the process of radicalization accelerated in
the ranks of the armed forces and at the lower levels
of the officer corps, and after each coup attempt the
AFM was obliged to adopt correspondingly more
"socialist” and "anti-impetialist” verbiage in order
to divert the political process into the chanonels of the
AFM,

However, the AFM has remained the essential
political instrument of the Portuguese imperialist bour=
geoisie, And jts objective has continued to be to
modernize and strengthen Portuguese capitalism ==
not to overturn . It simply found itself obliged to
rely heavily on demagogy to persaade the Portuguese
workers to help out capitalism in its hour of need, It
is also using "socialist" phrasemongering to put capitalist
needs in a better light as a first step toward restoring
the dominance of bourgeois ideology and of bourgeois
"law and order” and repression,

One example of the demagogy of the AFM Is its use
of bourgeois nationalism, Since its successful April 25,
1974 coup, the ruling military group has carried on a
campaign designed to restore the hold of Portugnese
natiopalism, which had been largely discredited through
its use by Salazar, In order to accomplish this, It has
posed as a national liberation movement borrowing the
anti-imperialist themes of the rebel movements in the
colonies, Inthe same way, it has tried o borrow the
repressive features of the colonial bonapartist regimes
and the Sealinist regimes, which, since they are iden-
tified to some extent with revolution and progressive
struggles, ate not so discredited as.the repressive devices
of the old regime,

Since the April 25, 1974, overwumn, the AFM has
served as the real government of capitalist Portugal and
the empire, using the various provisional cabinets as
a means of presenting a civilian facade and assuring
the support of the mass reformist workers parties for its
rule, During this time, it has presided over and main~
tained a capitalist imperialist system, consistently
taking the side of the bourgeoisie against the workers
in economic conflicts, It has made only such con-
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cessions to the mass movement as were inescapable if
popular support were to be retained and its position
held against both the more conservative bourgeois
elements anxious to halt the reforms at any cost and
the more combative etements in the workers move-
ment threatening to push them out of control,

At every stage the AFM has striven to maintain as
much ¢ontrot over the colonies as possible without
endangering the conversion to neocolonialist methods,
There have been differences over the amount of con~
cessions that had to be given. An example is the re-
ported dispute between Spfnola and the present leaders
of the AFM over withdrawal from Mozambique, The
Portuguese imperialists have also been forced to make
more concessions than they originally intended,

However, the essential continuity in the palicy
objectives of the imperialist bourgecisie has been main-
tained by its present political agent, the AFM. This
is shown, among other things, by the maintenance and
reinforcement of the Portuguese military intervention
in Angola and the attempts by the AFM, including its
supposed "radical” wing, to regain political support in
Portugal for keeping troops in the economicaily and
strategically more important colonies, The fact that
the AFM has used "socialist" and “anti-imperialist”
demagogy in its atternpt to persuade the Portuguese
rmasses to accept continued military intervention in the
colonies and continued sending of troops there is in-
dicative both of its methods and its objectives,

From April 25, 1974, until August 1975, there have
been five “provisional” governments in Portugal, The
rapid turnover testifies to the deepening instability of
the bases of bourgeois rule in face of the continuing
democratic ferment, the growing social struggles, ad-
vance of the colonial revolution, and worsening econom-
ic situarion, Throughout this process, the provisional
governments have been paratleled by military bodies
that have functioned as the real govemmental aathor-
ity. The pact signed between the AFM and the main
bourgeois and reformist parties in April 1975 in fact
tried to formalize this situation by setting up a two=
tier governmental structure in which ail the decisive
powers were to be exercised by the AFM badies,

In political composition, the varicus provisional
governments have all been openly popular frontist; and
this actually was their main value to the bourgeolsie,
The political tendencies and orientations sepresented in
the mititary bodies have been more veiled, which
again constitutes one of the main political advantages
of these bodies to the bourgeoisie.

The steady shift since July 1974 roward more and
more reliznce on the military formations as the political
leadership of the bourgeois state has had as its comple-

ment an accentuation of the bonapartist balancing role
of the AFM, Parallel to this rend toward more open
military rule, the AFM has escalated its socialistic~
sounding demagogy and in particular resorted to petty~
bourgeois radicas themes such as the need for “national
liberarion" in Portugal, “"direct democracy”, and various
populist nostrums,

3, The Upsurge of the Masses

Because of the sudden collapse of the repressive regime
and the extreme political and organizational weaknesses
of both the capitatists and the workers, the fundamental
classes in Portugal, the politieal and social siteation has
remained very fluid,

The old regime fell completely discredited. To a
large extent, the bourgeofsie and bourgeois ideas shared
in its disgrace, In vast ferment, the masses began to
express themselves for the first time in forty- eight years,
to examine forbidden ideas, 1o take hope in their ability
tw change their conditions, As the best known opposition
group, the Communist party had the most prestige, But
all the opposition groups, all the left parties and groups
were taken seriously by the masses. All tendencies and
groups received substantial press coverage, There was an
unprecedented openness to revolutionary ideas on the patt
of the masses and an attitude of giving equal consideration
to the proposals of all tendencies on the left, The ferment
of revelutionary ideas spread irresistibly, threatening to
dizsolve even the discipline of the armed forces, the last
prop of capitalist order,

The workers in the factories and the poor masses in
the neighborhoods organized spontanecusly. Hated bosses
and sirike~breaking goons were purged, Unused housing
was seized, The workers asserted the right to hold meetings
and organize assemblies in the plants, The factories
beeame centers of political discussion and activity, Wage
gains were made,

Democratic factory committees sprung up in most of
the big plants, They were eiected by general assernblies
involving all the workers. From the craft-unfon frag-
mentation imposed by corporatism, the workers went in
one leap toward demnocraticaliy organized industrial
unions and opened the perspective of soviet forms of
organization,

The splits in the militaty command that developed
as some sections of the bourgeoisie began to fear that
the mass movement in Portugal and the colonies was
getting out of hand, opened the way for democratic orga-
nization in the armed forces, especiatly in the military
police, the navy, and some regiments of the army, This
development has posed the most immediate danger to
bourgeoie rule since the April 1974 overhun, provoking
some bourgeois forces to tum to very radical-sounding



demagogy In an attempt to maintain political control of
the process, and other sectors to strike out desperately to
crush it before it got further out of hand,

Combined with a sharpening economic crisis and
partial paralysis of the bourgeois repressive forces, the
ferment in the working class led to a series of factory
occupations, the imposition of elements of workers con=
trot, and to demands for nationalizations, The workers
turned to nationalizations as a way of preventing lay~
offs and countering ¢lafms by the capitalist owners that
they could not afford to meet demands for better wages
and conditions, They imposed workers control to pre=
vent factory closures and in some key cases, such as
the banks, 1o prevent the capltalisis from using their
ecopomic power to mount an attack on the workers
movement,

In the instance of the banks, the government was
obliged to give in to the workers' demand for nation~
alizarion partially ro defend itself against sections of
the bourgeoisie who were now opposed to the reform
policy it represented, In other cases, the government
resisted demands for nationalizing profitable enterprises,
However, because of the economic crisis and the need
to reorient the economy in line with the chauge repre=-
sented by abandoning the Salazarist regime, the gov-
ernment itself initiated a series of nationalizations to
bail out key capitalist interests and sirengthen Portu-
guete capitalism, In the given political context, these
nationalizations had contradictory effects; On the one
haad, they spread illusions that conuol of the economy
would acrually be handed over to the workers; on the
other, they eacouraged the workers to press for nation-
alizations going beyond what was acceptable to the
capiralist class, This contradiction was expressed most
concretely on the political level by the demagogy of
the government and the Communist party, catling on
the workers to work harder since they now “controlled”
production, This kind of “workers control, " tied to
increasing production, had the effect of shoring up the
capitalist profirability of plants in a period of political
crisis when the capitalists conid not themselves effec-
tively manage their plants, Under these conditions, the
capitalists could accept the loss of direct control over
their property, even for a prolonged period,

As the radicalization deepened, landless peasants
began to seize the land of latifundists and agricultural
workets began organizing unions and demanding equal-
ity with other workers,

The ranks of the armed forces became increasingly
reluctant to stay In or embark for the colonies to carry
out the Portuguese bourgeoisie’s neocolonialist plans,

The fall of the Cactano regime gave great impetus
to other social movements, The women's liberation
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movement, for example, quickly raised demands that
went beyond what the military were prepared to grant,
Despite the opposition of the new regime and the forces
most closely allied with it, such as the Communist party,
the small nucleus of the women's liberation movement
ayoused the interest of women in the poor neighborhoods,
factories and peasant villages, indicaring thac it has

the potential for rapid developtnent as the revolutionary
process deepens,

The movement among university and high-school
students against authoritarianism in the schools and
against restricted access to education assumed powerfut
momentum, along with actions by students from the
colonies, High-school students became its most dynamic
sector, They entered into struggle against the new mili-
tary "saviors” themselves and won victories,

It was essentially the continuation and deepening of
the broad social ferment that split the AFM and led the
more conservative elements to make desperate attempts
to carry out right-wing coups in order to halt these
processes, Conversely, when demeocratic rights and
other gains of the revolution appeared to be dangerously
threatened the masses have mobilized on a huge scale,
The pelitical process in Portugal has centered around
issues that became explosive because of the concern of
the masses over thelr demoeratic right to freely con-
sider atl alrernative points of view and 1o assert their
wiit as the majority of the populace,

The fight to defend and extend democratic rights in
the factory, in the batracks, in society as a whole is
indispensable to advancing toward the establishment of
2 workers and peasants government, This fight for a
workers and peasants government constitutes the decisive
axis of struggle in Portugal today. With thefr deceptive
schemas of "direct democracy” subordinated to a military
segime, the demagogues seek to divert the working class
and the peasantry from seeing this reality and organizing
accordingly,

A major obstacle to mobilizing the masses to struggle
for democratic rights, popular sovereignty and a workers
and peasants government it represented by the leader-
ships of the mass reformist workers parties and their
satellites, since all of them favor subordinating the work=
ers movement 1o the unelected military regime, the main
defender of capitalist order in Portugal today, However,
there is a strong sentiment among the working class as
a whole, whicl: the mass reformist parties cannot ignore,
for unived front action in defense of democratic rights,
and social gaing that have come under attack, Fuorther~
more, they have already been obliged, in different
ways, to defend cermain democratic rights at certain
times for their own specific interests as bureaucratic
wotkers organizations, The fight to defend the social
and economic gains of the toilers, democratic rights,



and popular sovereignty, in order to move toward a gov~
erament of the oppressed and explojted, also brings out
the contradictions of the reformist parties most sharply
and poses the need for a working=class united front in the
srongest way,

4, The Stalinists Support the Bourgeois Order

During the first phiase of the new regime, the Com-
munist party and its peity=bourgeois front, the Movi~
mento Democratico Portugues (MDP «~ Portuguese Demo~
cratic Movement) played a crucial political role in up-
holding the military government. It was the only polit-
ical force not compromised with the old regime that had
an effective apparatus, and this machine became in ef-
fect the mass apparatus of the new regime, I was the
only current in the working class that acted like a mass
party despite its stmall size == it took up issues of concern
to the masses, This helped it to move to the center of
the srage with extraordinary speed while other currents
were trying to assess the situation or were preoccupied
with sectarian considerations, & was the forces of the
Commnunist phrty that dominated the giant May 1, 1974
demonstrations and rallies in the wake of the downfall of
the Caetano government or April 25 and that turned them
into demonstrations of support and adulation for the
military, It was this apparatus that enabled General
Spinola to build his bonaparrist image and thus to move
swiftly toward restoring a strong bourgeols authority,
which would have crushed the Communist party itself
among others,

The political influence of the Communist party
hinges on maintaining its working-class base, and, in a
situation where the bourgeoisie has been unable to resta-
bilize its political dominance, the Stalinist leaders face
great dangers as well as great opportunities for expanding
their bureaucratic apparatas, Thus, in both the Septerm~
ber 28, 1974 and March 11, 1975 conp attempts, they
were obliged to accept e s mobilizations that, although
politically and organizationally limited, had revolution-
ary aspects,

Nonetheless, the fundamental aim of the Commuanist
party goes counter to the revolution, [Its objective, as
clearly shown in the period after April 25, is to serve as
a2 wansmission belt in the workers movement for the bour
geois regime, asthe mas organizer for the AFM. The
Fortuguese CP and its mentors in the Kremlin have also
tried to use their influence with the MPLA in Angola to
further the neocoloniatist plans of the AFM, The Portu=
guese CP today, which knows it has the support of a mi-
nority of the workers, prefers a military govemnment with
a populist facade to a parliamentary regime, The Sta-
linists believe that a government of this type offers better
possibilities for carrying out the necessary minimal re~
forms while maintaining firm contol over the masses,
politically subordinating them to the bourgeoiste, and pre=

venting them from "going too fast too far” as the Stalin~
ius claim they did in Chile,

In view of the prerevolutionary situation in Portugal
and the extreme weakness of the Portuguese bourgeoisie,
such a solution recommends itself all the more to the
Stalinists, A military regime, moreover, seems to offer
greater guarantees to American imperialism that mass
mobilizations will be kept within limits that will not en~
danger the status quo on a world scale, To the Stalinists
it thus seems to offer a way of achieving their objectives
without provoking intervention by Washington or endan~
gering the detente,

As a result of the Communist party acting as the
transmission belt and labor policeman of the military
regime in Portugal, its popular support has lagged far
behind the gains in bureaucratic fnfluence it has achieved
as 2 result of the strength of its machiné and Its privi~
leged relationship with the AFM. Thus, the Portuguese
Stalinists have become dependent on the current bour~
geois forces remaining in power to preserve their posts
in the provisional cabinet that serves as a facade for the
military, as well a5 to preserve their positions in the
labor movement, This situation has led them to take
more aind more openly antidemocratic positions and
finally ro join with the AFM in a drive to curtail freedom
of the press and union democracy, and to suppress the
left groups that do not subordinate themseives to the
military,

Wall Street in particular has taken advantage of these
artacks on democratic rights to make publicity gains at
the expense of the Portuguese Stalinists and Moscow and
to issue wamings about what will happen if the Stalinists
g0 “too far,” However, the seemingly aggressive moves
of the Portuguese Stalinists have been publicly supported
by the Kremlin and the PCP's class collaborationist line
represents no deparwure from the policy of détente toward
American imperialism.

Although the Stalinists® objective Is 10 consolidate
their positive as the indispensable anxiliary of the mili~
tary and thus to prevent any challenge to their position
from political rivals, their course is objectively making
them more and more captive of the bourgeois military
regime, At the same time, by playing the role of an
auxiliary repressive force for a regime that ¢annot solve
the economic and social problems of the Portuguese
masses and 1s determined to make the workers pay the
price of the deepening economie crisis, the Communist
patty is preparing the way for a resurgence of reactionary
anti-Communism on a massive scale, not only among the
petty-bourgeois strata but In large sections of the work-
ing class Itself,

Acting on behalf of a bourgeois regime and against
the development of the Portuguese revolurion, the CP



is helping to pave the way for restoration of one of the
fundarnental props of hourgeocis rule -~ the fear among
the ma sses that socialisrn means an end to their democra«
tic rights and subjugation to a tyrannical machine,

The Communist party grew in the space of a year
from a small nucleus to & mass party and has not yet had
time to thoroughly consolidate the flood of new recruits,
Political differentiations are possible, but as yet no ma~
jor currents have appeared in oppesition to the Stalinist
leadership,

The ranks have been rallied behind the leadership
through training in a fanatical sectarian spirit. The
promise of material advancement for large layers of re-
cruits through the party machine and the alliance with
the military tulers also helps to harden this sectarian
attiude and to reinforce the position of the leadership,
The Portuguese CP is thus theroughly Stalinist, particu~
larly distinguished among its sister parries in Europe
only by its slavish adherence to the directives of Moscow,

5, The Left~Centrist Satellites of the Communist Party

Left-centrist groups have had a certain influence in
Portugal, especially among the youth and the intellectuals
but alsc among the military and the workers. The two
parties of this type that participated in the April 25, 1975,
elections, the MES (Movimento dz Esquerda Socialista -~
Movement of the Socialist Left) and the FSP (Frente
Socialista Popular -- People's Socialist Front) won more
than 2 percent of the vote between themn, over half the
vote of all the parties 1o the left of the mass reformist
grganizations,

Of these two groups the MES is the most serious, It
had broken from the Stalinist-dominated popular front
some time before the April 25, 1974, overturn and has
tried to develop a theoretical alternative to Stalinism,
The FSP is & crudely opportunistic formation. I began
as a faction in the Socialist party that was disgruntled
over the number of posts granted it in the leadership, The
faction leaders decided in early 1975 to set up shop as
peddlers of a more extreme version of the MES line.

One of their setling points was radical Catholic connec-
tions, This group calls the SP a bourgeois party. The
MES implies this but has not made it explicit, The FSP
subordinates itself completely to the military, while the
MES position is more ambiguous, The FSP signed the
pact-program, The MES did not, but said it had nothing
in principie against doing so. Both groups identify with
the Latin American guerrillaist groups and attract a fol~
lowing at least partially through nltraleftist phrasemonger~

ing,

There ate two groups that characterize themselves as
armed organizations and that engaged in terroristic actions
against the Caetano regime, the Partido Revoluciondrie do

Proletariado=Brigadas Revoluciondrias (PRB-BR -- Rev-
olutionary Party of the Proletariat-Revolutionary Brigades
and the Liga de Unidade e Accdo Revoluciondria (LUAR -
League for Revolutionary Unity and Action),

All of these left-centrist groups constitute new ultra-
left editions of old anarchist~like patterns, although this
is most pronounced on the part of the groups that have
actually developed around guerrillaist actions and not
simply around identificarion with foreign guerrillaist
groups. There are various shades of difference. The
MES tends to take as models the uitraleft crities of
Lenin in the Third International who made a fetish out
of the soviet form and who cailed for soviets under all
conditions in an abstract and romanticized way instead
of taking up the concrete political task of winning a
majority of the workers through leading the workers to
break from the bourgeois and reformist paries, This is
simply a new form of anarchisin masquerading in
"Marxist” and "Leninist” clothing, The LUAR comes
closest to repeating the forimulas of the historic anarchist
cutrents, But these are merely nuances, All of them
have essentially the same orientation, and allof them
echo the CP line of supporting a military dictatorship
with a populist facade,

The MES was in a relatively strong position vis=4=vis
the Communist party in the labor movement prior to
the April 25, 1974, coup. However, its groups were
built in the syndicalist radition, What they call their
“rank-and-filist” orientation did not reveal {ts wealknesses
so clearly under conditions of repression when workers
struggles were scattered and the initiatives of small
groups of fighters had more impact, However, its inef=
fectiveness became glaring when the workers movement
reached massive proportions and had to face the pelitical
problems posed by a bourgeois government using conces-
sions and demagogy rather than outright repression to
contain workers struggles. As a result, the MES groups
in the union movement suffered severe sethacks.

In particular, becaunse of the emphasis of this group
on "rank and filism" and iniriatives from below, general
political questions, such as the attitude to be taken
toward a bourgeois government supported by the mass
reformist workers parties and how to project a working-
class alternative to it, were obscured, The need to pro-
pose a working-class governmental alternative to the AFM
was lost in the vague concept of the masses organizing
themselves, Concretely, this resulted in the acute con-
tradiction of MES activists participating in strikes that
were denounced as "reacrionary provocations” by the
govemment while the MES jtself gave political support to
this same government, Ultimately this line boiled down
to the simplistic formula that the AFM had to "fuse with
the people’s movement, "

What this evolution demonstrates is the incapacity of
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the renovated anarchist-type notions to sotve the real po=
litical problems facing the working-class movement, the
problems of hreaking the political hold of a demoagogic
bourgecis government and reformist mass parties, In this,
the failure of the MES is reminiscent of the failure of the
anarchists during the Spanish civil war, The fact that
this orientation is covered up with implicit and explicit
references to "soviets" does not mean that these groups
are moving toward Leninism,. To the contrary, following
their own petty-bourgeois centrist conrse, they have
been tending to approximate the ultraleft misinterpreta-
tion of the experience of the Russian revolution first
advanced by such figures as Anton Pannekoek,

As 2 result of its aparchist-type confusion, including
the opportunism this confusion breeds, the MES has
failed ro see the democratic isues involved in the con-
flict between the Socialist party and the military gov-
ernment and has in effect adopted only a souped-up ver~
sion of the CP's antidemocratic campaign. Despite its
denunciation of the CP's "reformism” and " conciliation~
ism, " it has become an auxiliary of Portuguese Stalin-
ism, and serves as an advance patrol in the Stalinists'
campaign against the SP,

The rnost extreme expression of this anarchist-type
confusion is to be found in the Partido Revolucionatio do
Protetariado =~ Brigadas Revolciondrias, which was
buik on a program of utban guerriilz warfare against the
Caetano regime, This group has created 2 phantorn or-
ganizarion of “soviets, " the "Committees of Workers,
Soldiers, and Sailors, ™ and has called on the military
security forces, the COPCON, to abolish the polirical
parties and the Constituent Assernbly and tutn power over
to this nonexistent " people's power,* Rarely has ultras
left braggadocio been carried to such aberrant conclusions,
This ultraleft group has been used as a tool by 2 group of
military officers seeking to abrogate political democracy,
such as it exists in Portugal and consolidate a thorough-
going military dictatorship,

8, The Confusionist Role of the Maoists

Up to now, 2 sizeablie section of the youth and the
workers looking for an alte native to the left of the Com='
munist party have been attracted to various Maoist groups,
which have tended to coglesce into the following four
groups: The Unifo Democtético do Povo (UDP); the
Frente FEleitoral dos Comunistas {Marxista=-Leninista),
or the FEC (m1); the Movimento Reorganizative do
Partido do Protetariado QVIRPP); and the Partido Comu-
nista Portugués (Marxista-Leninista), of the PCP {ml),
which sought to ran in the elections as the Alianca
Operararia Camponesa,

The UDP was the dominant force in the factory coun=~
cil at the Lisnave shipyards in Lisbon from the fall of
1974 until the spring of 1915,

The FEC (ml) has been the organizer of the Grpos de
Accao Antifascista (GAAF) in Oporro, which have special»
ized in attecks on meetings and headquarters of the right-
wing bourgeois party, the Centro Democratico Social
{CDs),

The PCP {ml) has played a ieading role in the chemi-
cal workers union and is in very ctose alliance with the
Socialist party.

The MRPP has functioned as a tight cult operating
under different fnitials in irs various fronts of work, In
every area, this group follows the theatrical tactic of
trying to raise the red flag the highest, shout the toudest,
and assume the most provocative stances. It has achieved
no broad influence byt has assembled a dedicated fol-
lowing that is probably larger than that of any of the other
Maoisgt groups,

These Maofst groups differ in many respects, the
sharpest dividing line being between the PCP (mi),
which acts more like a right-centrist ally of the SP, and
the others, which are generally uiwraleftist in their poses,
However, they ail have one salient trait in common -~
sectarianismn, which is exemnplified in their comunon
slogan, "neither fascism, nor social faseism -~ people's
democracy.” The Maoists have proved incapable of
understanding the real process of the development of po=
litical conscicusness among the workers and have arbi-
trarily connterposed their own schernas to this peocess,

In the case of the UDP, ¢his was expressed in an at~
tempt to counterpose factory committees to the trade
unfons, By losing sight of the process of the organiza~
tion of the working class as a whole, the UDP obstiucted
both the develepment of Industrial unions and of genuine
factory commitiees, This resulted in important secrions
of militant workers becoming isolated, in the factory com-
mittees becoming seriously weakened, and in the Maoists
losing their positions,

In the case of the FEC (ml), it resilted in a small
group conducting a private war against the CDS and the
repressive forces of the bourgeois stare,

In the case of the MRPP, its strident uitraleft posturing
aroused the hostility of large sections of the workers and
the toiling masses toward the groups to the left of the Com-
munist and Socialist parties,

In the case of the PCP (ml), it resaked in reinforcing
sectarian attitudes toward the Communist party among the
ranks of the other mass workers pasty, the Socialist paity,
thus helpicg to impede the mass workers organizations
from developing united=front actions,

Thus the political program and conduct of the Maoist
groups have contributed nothing to developing a revolu-
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tionaty altesnative in Portugal, Without exception, these
groups have induced confusion among the mititant soldiers
and saflors, youth and workers influenced by them and
lead them toward isolation from the class, Along with the
anarcho-centrists, the Macists bear a major responsibility
for the grip retained by the class eoliaborationist SP and
CP leaderships over the radicalized youth and the work-
ing class and thus for the continuation and deepening of
the ¢risis of revolutionary leadership in Portegal,

7. Social Democratic Rivairy for Favored Posltion with
the AFM

The Socialist party has become the main rival of the
Communigt party for mass influence among the workers
and radicalized pemy bourgepisie. The Social Democrats,
like the Communist party leaders, have a reformist per-
spective, which i3 expressed in subordination to the
mling military group, The SP differs from the CP in its
methods of organization and political control, It is mot
a discipiined or homogeneous party, It seeks to control
the working class by political and electoral means rather
than by building a disciplined machine, Because of its
telatively loose organization snd irs politicaily hetero-
geneous composition, ir is much less suited than the Com-
mmunist patry to serve as a mansmission belt for the miti~
tary regime,

The SP requires the forms of parliamentary democracy
as a means of developing its influence, competing with
the machine of the Communist party, ard in fact com-
municating with its supporters, if not even its members,
It is as a result of this need that the 5P has come inte
conflict with the Communist party and the military junta,
‘This conftict has been developing since about a month
after the fall of Caetano when the military regime began
to move toward cracking down on the radical ferment,
Leaders of the SP have repeatediy spoken out in oppo-
sitlon to certain kinds of repressive moves by the military
regime and have defended vietims of the repression be-
longing to the groupings standing to the left of the refor~
mist parties, Another reason for this defense of the left
“groups attacked by the regime, which up till now have
generally been Maoists, is to gain a certzin left cover
by association with non-Social Democratic left forces
not allied with Moscow. Nonetheless, the resmilt of this
limited opposition by the SP leadership has been
to block more severe repression of revolutionary ideas
and consolidation of a more stable bourgeois regime,

The Socialist party has more and more become the
rallying ground for forces in the workers movement that
refuse to bow to the Stalinists, Like the Communist party,
the Socialist party cxpanded in one year from a small
nucleus to a mass party, It is a Social Democcratic party,
that is, a reformist workers party that claims to represent
socialism bit whaose perspectives are tied to the ability
of its own monopoly capitalism to grant concessions to

the workers, It does not strive 1o abolish capitalism and
establish a socialist system:; and it is not tied to a bureau-
cratic caste in any country where capitalism has been
abotished,

However, the Portugnese Socialist party bas developed
in & way different from that of the Social Democratic
parties in the other imperialist countries of Europe, It
is essentiaily & new formation and is not yert based on a
big trade-vnion bureaperacy,

The initial nucleus drew together a number of strands
of the non~5talinist left opposition to the Salazarist
dictatosship, all of which were deeply antagonized by
the sectarianism and dogmatism of the CP led by Atvaro
Cunhal, Some of thess elements, most notably Mario
Soares, sought the support of the Spcilalist parties in
Western Europe and the "democratic” capitalist countries
Some of the, again like Soares, came out of the old
bourgeois liberal miliew, Others, again like Soares,
served an apprenticeship in the Communist party, A
section of the SP leadership comes from the 1iberal
Stalinists who left the Communist party after 1968, most
notably the leader of the SP's trade-unior wotk, Marcelo
Curto, Another contribution to the initial nucleus was
made by youth involved in terrorist actions against the
old regime, Many radicalized Catholics were also at-
tracted to the initial nucleus. The original group in-
cluded young intellectuals and activistt influenced by
the international youth radicalization who were critical
of reformism but without a well-defined or consistent
political perspective, These elements who sought a
brozd arena of activity were repelied by the Stalinism of
the Communist party and itz satellites and the Maoists,

Thi: heterogeneity has increased during the growth of
the Soclalist party into a tnass organization, The ideo-
logical and organizational looseness of the SP made it a
gathering place for workers who were radicalizing bur
who were not ready to commit themselves to the politi-
val and organizational conformity demanded by the CP,
It arracted in particular worker and intellecmals who
feared the rotalitarian features of Stalinism, and mili-
tant layers of workers who were repeiled by the CP's
policing the labor movement on behalf of the military
regime,

This heterogeneous combination inctuded, as was o
be expected, elements bearing reacrionary antf-Commu=-
nist and anti-Leninist prejudices, Moreover, in the con~
flict with a Communist party seeking 1o use totalitarian
methods in support of military rele, strong currents in
such a combination were bound to seek support from the
Eyropean Socialist parties and the "democratic” capital~
ist governments,

However, the facts do not support the claim of the
CP and irs nliraleft sateftites that the SP ha become the



rallying ground for reaction,

The reality is that the SP has become the gathering
place of the broadest range of forces representing the
majority of the Portuguese workers and radicalized petty
bourgeoisie, The working class is profoundly divided and
weakened as a result of the policies of the CP and 5P
leaderships, and the conditions are being created for the
restoration of an openly antiworking~class government in
Portugal. Thus, the sectarian campaign the CP un-
leashed against the SP following the latrer's electoral
victory can at some stage prove suicidal for the Stalinists
themselves, It in fact represents 2 deadly danger to the
working class as a whole, In this campaign the CP is
motiveted by determination to defend the bureaucratic
positions it has gained as a result of its role as mass or~
ganizer for the military junta as weli as by Moscow's
caleularion that a regirne ke the AFM fits in best with
its current diplomatic needs in the détente with Washing~
ton, This campaign of slander and demagogy against
the Social Democracy as the main danger goes counter 1o
the interests of the revolution and must be characterized
as reactionary.

The development of anti-communist and anti~Leninist
sentiments among the Socialist party rank and file can
best be fought by revolutionists showing in practice that
they deferd the democratic rights of the masses, and are
battling to extend them to the barracks, the factories,
unions, and any popular cormmmnittees; that they are fight-
ing 1o unite the working ctass and its political organiza-
tions around a program that genuinely responds to their
needs and aspirarions, Among other things, this involves
exposing the demagogy of the Stalinists and combaring
their campaign of slander against the Socialist party, It
also inciudes unflinching criticism of the SP leadership’s
links to the MFA and popular frontist orientation, which is
a fundamental obstacle to the establishment of a workers
and peasants government,

8. The Road to Workers Power and the Role of the
Constituent Assembly

The revolutionary process has not reached the point
where clear forms of workers power have emerged, What
has appeared is sporadic and scattered mass initiatives,
forms of workers control, and embryonic factory commit-
tees, These developments can point the way toward dual

power,

Progress along this road hinges on a correct polirical
course, The fundamental task is to bring the workers to
break from subordination to the Armed Forces Movement
and to assert their right to put a workers and peasants
government in power,

This fight at the present time centers on the sovereign=
ty of the Constituent Assernbly, in which the workers

parties have a substantial absolute majority and which is
the only national body thus far elected by the populace.
This is counterposed to the sovereignty of the unelected
miltitary hierarchy which constirates the present govern~
ment, Closely linked te this is the crucial stuggle for
democratic rights and democratic control in the armed
forces, The various “direct democracy” schemas
floated by the demagogues of the AFM are intended to
divert the workers from insisting on the concrete ex-
pression of popular sovereignty through the Constituent
Assembly; that is, by establishing a workers and peasants
government. The AFM aims to keep the workers
captives of the various popular frontist provisional gov-
emnments in which the CP and the SP vie for portfolios,
In the same way, the alleged "democratization” of the
AFM, and the setting up of "revolutionary councils”
under AFM tutelage are designed to divent the ranks of
the army from demanding their democratic right to or-
ganize independently of the AFM and to engage in po-
litical activity.

The ultraleftist schemnas of "revolutionary councils”
projected in opposition te the Constituent Assembly play
into the hands of the militery demagogues, This line of
the centrist anarchist~type groups of calling on a bour-
geois regime to abolish the only existing natlonally
elected body with political representation of the working
masses in the name of phantom "soviets” and in return
for vague promises from demagogic military officers
amounts te criminal confusionism if not outright betrayal
of the working class,

The capimiation of the anarcho~centrists to bourgeois
military "saviors" is also expressed in their demand that
the regime use its troops to back groups in the colonies
that they consider to be the most "progressive” of those
vying for power, This demand is helping the imperialist
regime to roll back the sentiment among the masses for
bringing all the troops bome from the colonies, It thus
plays a reactionary rote, It aiso promotes the AFM'"s
policy of restoring the armed forces as an effective instru-
ment of repression,

The factory councils that appeared in the period fol~
lowing the fall of the Caetano dictatorship were a re~
sponse to the need for an economic organization repre-
senting all the workers in an enterprise, & special need
created by the fragmentation of the economic organiza=
tions of the workers under the Salazarist regime, These
bodies have generally remained within the trade-union
framework, They have not functioned as soviets, They
have not taken politfcal initistives; they have not as-
sumed contsol over industrigl concentrations; they have
not served as arenas of generat political debate or as
organizing centers of united front action by the warking
class; they have not drawn into struggle the most op~
pressed layers of the masses; they are not seen by the
workers as a center of power parallel to or competing
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with the government, The existing neighborhood
comimittees represent even less a nucleus of workers
councils that could lead ro workers power,

The most advanced revolutifcnary~democratic forms
of organization that have yet appeared in Portugal are
the assernblies and committees of soidiers and sailors
that have sprung up in various units at certain times,
However, these have not become standing commintees
on any substantial scale except in the pavy, whichis
not the polirically decisive branch of the armed forces,

Paraliel with its mounting attack on freedom of the
press and on the Constituent Assembly in the name of
"direct democracy” and the “revolutionary process, "
the AFM has become less and less regarded by the
masses of workers and peasants as offering hope for a
way out of their difficulties, This decline in the pres-
tige of the milirary is most marked among the peas-
antry, since oaly a revolutionary agearian policy can
begin to solve the problems facing the poor peasants
in Portugal, The technical level of agriculture needs

to struggles for democratic rights in the high schools,

an opposition reaffirmed in the June 21 policy satement
of the Conselho da Revolucao (Council of the Revolution),
Maszive struggles for democratic rights by high~school
students have shown this section of the population to be
one of the most militant and most highly politicized in
the country, 2nd one of the least influenced by the mili-
tary and the reformists. ‘The June 21 statement points to
a new attack by the military on this mass movemnent,
which is struggling for real direct democracy and not
“participation” under the rod of military utors,

Thus, there are six axesof the revolutionary process
in Portugal at the present stage,

(1) The defense of the economic gains of the workers
and other layers of the masses,_and the fight for the eco-
nomic aspirations awakened by the fall of the Salazarist

regime,

(2) The simuggle for immediate withdrawal of all
izoops from the colonies,

to be 1aiced, landiordism abolished in the south, and
government-subsidized aid projects established for
the poor peasants in the north,

In the South, the agricultural proletariat and
poor peasants have been able to profit from the
paralysis of the bourgeois repressive forces to seize
land and greatly improve their living standard, As
a result, they have become strong supporters of the
new regtme, However, this process can soom run up
against severe limitations and even be transformed
inte its opposite under a bourgeois government, State
aid is necessary to effectively reorganize the extensive
form of agrienltyre practiced in this area, Unless the
land occupations are integrated inte an overall so-
cialist policy for agriculture, the actions of this
militant but small layer of rural workers can serve
to frighten the far larger stratum of smaltholders in
the north who fear that a "Communist” gevernment
would take away their land and livestock as well as
subject them to bureaucratic contrels and high taxes,

The failure of the AFM government in the country-
side provides an index of its conservative nature, On
the one hand, the continuing backwardness of agri-
culture has meant a continual rise in food prices for
the urban workers, On the other hand, the failure
to offer any hope of improvement in the lot of the
peasants has turned this stratum toward reactionary
"saviors,” The recemt "independence" demon-
strations in the Azores are a clear example of this,

The deceit {n the AFM demagogy about "direct
democracy"” is shown perhaps most clearly by the
reactiopary opposition of the military government

(3) The struggle _fit democratic rights of soldiers
within the armed forces,

{4) The struggle for democratic rights and democratic

decision-maldng in every area of social life,

) The stragpie for effective workers organizarions,
The Portuguese workers are still at an early stage of
organization, The embryonic factory committees and
nuclei of industrial unions that have developed, although
they show certain advanced features, are still not ade-
quate ot a national scale to effectively defend the
elementaty interests of the workers, In this situation,
propaganda and agitation for industrial unions, a united
democratic union structure, and the transformation of
the embryonic facrory committees into action commit=
tees that can mobilize and represent the workers and
poor masses in the industrial centers combine closely
with other revolutionary tasks and form an essential
component of & concrete revolutionary answer to the
concems of the masses of workers,

The fight for workers control in the present conditions
also fits in with theae tasks, and the workers have already
asserted control in many instances to protect their specific
interests, in the face of government assaults, employer
sabotage, and mounting unemploymem and inflation,
Workers control is necessary to obtain the economic
information and organization necessary to defend jobs,
to prevent the flight of capital, to fight inflation, and
to administer a sliding scale of wages and hours, How=
ever, workers control cannoi serve its purpose unless
the workers make clear that they do not accept any
responsibility for the functioning of the economy until



they have real political power over it,

Because of the demagogy of the military regime and
the Communist party == demagogy that has been rein-
forced by the anarchist predilections of the left~centris
groups ~= the danger is that a facade of "workers con~
trol" tmay be used by the government to induce the
workers to accept austerity. I such a tactic is success-
ful, it will result in profound demobilization and de-
moratization of the working class,

An example of how the government and the
reformists have used the theme of "workers control”
for demagog ic purposes was provided by the closing
of the newspaper Republica, In this test case, a brazen
attack on freedom of the press and the right of ex~
pression of the largest party in the working class was
justified by claiming that a smail group of Stalinist~
influenced printing workers had the right to impose
political censorship over a daily paper disliked by the
governmment and the Communist pary.

The greatest danger to the organization of the work~
ers on the economic fevel is the atternpt by the military
regime and its Stalinist supporters to mpose the tutelage
of the bourgeois state over the unions, The so=called
Trade~Union Unity law, imposing Intersindical as the
only legal national federation, was precisely an at-
tempt by the military junta and the Communist party
to subordinate the unions to the bourgesis state, to con-
vert the unions into a transmission belt for the policy
of the bourgeois government in the working class,

(6) The struggle for a workers and peasants
government, On the political level, the workers in
their great majority ook for leadership from three
spurces: the Socialist party, the Cormrmanist 'pa:ty,
and Iotersindical, the rrade~union federation, The
Socialist party has the largest fotlowing and is the
most attracrive at the moment to the majority of the
working class, The Communist party and Intersindical
are the strongest organlzations of the working class and
are looked to for leadership in action such as the resis-
tance to the coup attempts in September 1974 and March
1975, At present no alternative to these mass organi-
zations has credibility among large layers of workers,
Nor can any alrernative develop except as the masses
learn in practice the limitations of the leadership
offered by these organizations,

The only national politically representative body
chosen by the workers and the masses in Portugal is the
Constituent Assembly, in which the workers parties hold
an absolute majority., The fight for @ workers and peas-
ants government cannot he waged withour defending
popular sovereigmty and democracy, and concretety,
without defending the Constitnent Assembly against
attempts by the Communist party, the military junta,

and the SP leaders to undermine its authority and lirnit
or destroy its sovereigmty,

The struggle for a workers and peasants government
focuses at present on the Constimuent Assembly, The
sharpest issues are defense of the Constituent Assembly,
the demand that the Constituent Assembly represent the
interests of the toiling masses who elected ir, and repudi-
ation by the workers parties of the pact-progtam, which
codified their capitulation to the military junta, By
signing this agreement with the military regime, the
leaders of the mass workers parties betrayed their respon=
sibility to represent the workers who support them,

In the Constituent Assembly, the Socialist party
stands in the most contradictory position, since it claims
1o represent the majority of workers as well as to have
been mandated by the majoricy of the population,
Moreover, the leaders of the Socialist party came into
conflict with the rnititary govermnment ostensibly in de=
fense of popular soversignty and the democratic rights of
the masses, But they continue ro abide by the decrees of
the military rulers. The Socialist party leaders are also
less able to control their following and more dependent
on their electoral popularity than their CP connrerparts,

Inciplent organs of workers power will arise out of
united mass struggles of the working class, as they have
in every previous revolutionary upsurge, In Portugal,
the way capnot be cleared for such struggles without
beginning by contesting the self~assurned right of the
military goversment 1o rule, Acceptance of this pre=
tension is not ouly the strongest force in maintatning
subordination of the workers to a bourgeocis leadership
and the biggest impediment to their organization; it is
also the main obstacle to the mass working~-class organi-
zations engaging in the united-front actions,

Concretely, defending the sovercignty of the Consti-
tuent Assembly against the military gevernment fnvolves
calling upon the Communist and Socialist parties, as
the representatives of the overwhelming majority of the
Portugnese workers and the majority of the Pormguese
people, to establish a new government by exercising
their majority in the Constituent Assembly and appealing
to the masses and rank and file of the armed forces to
mobitize in support of it, These are al:o the main polit-
icat forces in Intersindical, which should remain indepen~
dent of any government, even a workers and peasans
govemnment, as the direct defender of the economic
interests of the workers.

Making this demand on the two mass mrties of the
working class is an essential part of the process of ad-
vancing a socialist governmental alternative to the
military regime and exposing the incapacity of these
parties to provide such an altemarive,
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As the disillusionment of the masses with the military
regime deepens, and the economic crisis grows worse,
the threat of a reactionary coup will become inecreas-
ingly grave. At the same time, the AFM will lose its
capacity and its desire to resist a rightist onslaught.
Since its power it based specifically on the boutgeois
army, it views arming the masses as a deadly threat,
Furthermore, as the regime becomes more and more
discredited, the masses will become increasingly
relzctant to mobilize under its auspices, since this
would continue to subordinate ther 10 a regime over
which they have no control, and which seems less
and less inclined to respond to their necds and interests,

Thus, propaganda and agitation for mobilizing and
arming the masses against the rightist hangmen can
only be carried out successfully in combination with
the struggle for a workers and peasants government,

8. Tasks of the Portugnese Trotskyists,

Under the conditions of Szlazarist repression, the
Trotskyists were wnable to camry out regular and thorough
political diseussion involving the entire organizarion.
Li kewise, they were unable to participate, except in
a very timited way, in the life of the werld Trotskyist
movement. Armong other things, this made it dif-
ficult to build a politically homogeneous organization
ot a national scale and to resolve tactical and in-
cipient political differences without splits, Since
April 1974, however, this tendency has beem, to some
extent at least, reversed.

Nomnetheless, two separate Trotskylst groups still
exist, The Liga Comunista Internacionalista {LCI -~
Internationalist Communist League) was recognized
at the February 1974 World Congress as a sympathizing
group of the Fourth International, The existence of
the other organization, the Grupo Marxista Revoluciondrio
(GMR -- Revohitionary Marxist Group), now the Partido
Revolucionario dos Trabalhadores =~ Revolutfonary
Workets party), became known to the Fourth Inzer-
national only in the symmer of 1974, These two
groupings, of 4 similar size, have concentrated their
activiiy in ‘different arenas and sre now complementary
in certain respects, Their ueificarion on a principled
hasis would represent a qualitative advance for Portu~
guese Trotskyismi.

Both Trotskyist groups consist ptimarily of young
people recruited in the student milieu, The PRT has
many high=school acrivists, The LCY has a larger
proportion of older acrivists with experience in the
universities and in political campaigns, Both groups
have begun work in the factories, In this the LCI has
more experience, But neither organization yet has a
substantial foothold in the workers movement, Under
these conditions, the Portuguese Trotskyists face the

following tasks,

1. To engage in common discussion 1o develop a
rounded program for the Portuguese revoltion and for
building a mass Trotskyist party in Portugal,

2, To integrate themselves into the political life
of the Fourth International and parricipate in its dis-
cussions,

3, To regularize and expand their propaganda work,
in particular by publishing an sttractive regular paper
and assuring the transtation and publication of Trotsky's
works.

4, To demonstrate the pracrical applicability of
Trotskyist ideas and principles in the broad struggles
against exploitation and oppression,

The comman program of the Portuguese Troukyists
should include the following points:

1. Mobilizing a broad movement to demand imme-
diate, unconditiopal withdzawal of alt Fortuguese troops
from the colonies.

2. Defense of the right of all members of the armed
forces 1o discuss all political ideas and 1o crganize
politicatly on an equal basis in the barracks and on
military instailations, Fuil democracy within the armed
forces, including the righr to elect officers and discuss
all ordess that have a political significance. Defense
of the right of military personnel to participate fully in
the political life of the country without any restzictions,
Mobilizing a broad defense for any military personnel
victitnized for political reasons,

3, Presenting a plan for a radical agrarian reform
tuited 1o Pormguese conditions, Since the great majority
of the one~third of the Portuguese population engaged in
agriculture are smaltholders, this requites a program of
state suppost for individual peasants, as well as the
promotion of state~assisted cooperatives and state farms
in the area of extensive farming, For the area where the
tural proletariat predominates, it requires also a program
for the farm workers unions, The great uneveness in the
conditions of smallholding peasants should also be 1aken
into account.

4, Offering timely immediate economic demands
and democratic and transitional slogans to meet the needs
of oppressed layers of the population, such as wornen and
youth in particular,

5, Rallying the broadest possibie front for the defense
and extension of democratic rights, The political rights
of most of the workers organizations in Portugal have
come under attack at various times since April 25, 1974,
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mcluding the rights of each of the mass reformist parties,
Yet the principle of solidarity of the entire workers
movement against such attacks is far from established,
Furthermore, even bourgeocis and petty-bourgeocis po~
litical forces and parties have contradictions on this
question that can be exploited to serve the fandamental
interests of the workers movement. For example, some
etements in the bourgeois PPD protested against the
potice attack on pro-MPLA demonstrators in August
1974 more strongly than did the CP, While every major
political party in Portugal claims to support demoeracy,
oniy the revolutionists are capable of consistently
defending and extending democratic rights,

6, Giving Impetus to workers contrel to defend the
interests of the workers against layoifs, the speedup, and
attempts by the capitalists to use their economic power
to sabotage the economy and block the advance of the
proleeariat roward taking power, Workers control is an
extension of democratic rights to the factory and is
necessary in the present stage 10 defend the democratic
rights of the workers in the scciety as a whole against
capitalist reaction, However, it can only play this
tole if it serves the interests of the working class as a
whole and is subordinated to a general perspective of
developing workers democracy, Both the attempts by
the government and the Communist party to make the
workers work harder and the attempes of relatively
small ultraleft groups to override the opiniens of the
majority of workers with minority initiatives and dema-~
gogic campaigns do not advance but retard the develop~
ment of pennine workers control,

7. Winaing the political independence of the working
class from the AFM and any other bonapartist leaderships
that may arise, This involves ealling on the mass workers

crganizations to genuinely represent the interests of the
workers and break from all forms of collaboration with
the bourgeoisie, including the bourgeois milirary
government in all its aspects, as a way of showing the
workers in practice the limitations of their reformist
teaderships, ‘This includes calling on the mass workers
parties to break the pact-program and establish a
workers and pedsants government,

8, Advancing the unity in action of the working
class by pushing the demand for a united front of all
organizations that claim to represent the workers in
defense of the gains that have been made and against
any offensive by bourgeois forces that threatens the
proletariat as a whole, This includes the appropriate
measures o arm the proletariat to defend its gains,

9, Advancing the independent organization of the
working class so that the proletariat cap tneet the tasks
of the class struggle in this period of crisis and win in a
direct confrontation with the bourgeoisie, This involves
pushing for broader and broader forms of workers
organizations, indusirial unions, a united and democraric
twade~union stricture, action committees and demo~
cratic factory committees that can unify and mobilize
the broad masses of the workers in the industrial zones
and draw in other exploired and oppressed layers, and
finally regional and national congresses of workers organi-
zations that can adopt general political policies and lead
the working masses in taking decisive initiatives. The
line of development is toward 2stablishment of a werkers
and peasamts government and the organization of soviets
as the basis of a workers state,

August 30, 1975



The Portuguese Revolution and the New Problems
Thet Face the Fourth International

A Statement by the Leninist Trotskyist Faction

{ The following statement was adopted unanimously
by the Steering Committee of the Leninist Trotskyist
Faction at 2 meeting held August 31, 1975, |
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The Portuguese Revolution and the Fourth International

The political resolution submitted by the Leninist
Trotskyist Faction to the Fourth Congress Since Re-
unification (Tenth World Congress) called special at-
tention to the changing pattern of the world revoiu~
tion, Once again, the leading role of the working
class is coming to the fore, including in the imperiatist
centers, providing new opportunities for the Fourth
International, The opening of the proletarian revolu-
tico in Portugal following the coup against the Salazarist
regime in April 1974 has confirmed this trend and deep-
ened it, A prerevolutiondry sitnation of unusual dura~
tion has developed in Portugal, I is another indication
that the socialist revolution is knocking or the door
in Francoist Spain and thar we can expect further up-
surges of the working class in other countries of Furope
in the period ahead,

All the major class forces and political tendencies
oh a world scale have a stake in the Portuguese events,
For the imperialist bourgeoisies Portugal is a test of
the relationship of class forces, of relations among
themselves and a test of the policy of dérente with
Mescow, All the currents in the world workers move-
ment, including Moscow, Peking, Havanz, and the
Social Democracy, on down to the smallest groups,
as well as the revolutionary socialists of the world
Trotskyist movement, are put to the test by the
Portuguese revolution,

At the beginning of the upsurge, neither the Stalinists,
the Social Democrats nor a hsrdened union bureaueracy
held the kind of dominant position that they do, for
example, in Britain, France or ltaly. Even ioday,
these forces have not had time to consolidate themselves
to the extert they have in other Westemn Furopeah coun~
tries, and a correct comtse by a mucleus of revohitionary
cadres could result in their rapid growth. In this res-
peet it is important that two organized groups of
Trotskyists exist in Portugatl, who, while they are
young and inexperienced, look to the Fourth Inter~
national for aid and colisboration, Applying the
method outlined in the Transitional Program in a
timely and audacious way, these forces could quickly
make significant progress toward the construction of a

miass Leninist party in Portugal,

Another Test of the Line of the International Majority
Tendency

The events in Fortugal have provided 2 new test
of the basic positions advanced in the now seven-year~
old debate within the Fourth International, between the
cutresnts that have become the Leninist Trosskyisn
Faction (LTF) and the Intemational Majority Tendency
(IMT).

white the polemic on Portugal has barely begun,
it is possible 10 draw an initial balance sheet on the
public positions taken in the beat of the rapidly moving
events of the past few months by sections and sympa~
thizing groups whose leaderships suppott the IMT. It
is this test of the class suaggle, above all in a revolu=
tion, that most clearly reveals the meaning of the
docpments adopted by any tendency,

United Secretariat members who support the LTF held
open the possibiliry that a common position on Fortugal
could be arrived at, which would have signified a
tessening of the differences in the light of the new up~
sarge of the class suuggle, However, af the May 1975
meeting of the United Secretariat it became clear that
this was not possible.

Sharp potitical differences emerged publicly following
the takeover of Repdblica from its Sociatist parey editors,
Was Tun, Rouge, Red Weekly, La Gauche, and other
papers reflecting the views of sections in which the
majority of the leadership supports the IMT, portrayed
this attack on the democratic rights of the largest
workers party in Portugal as an example of the operation
of "workers contral, "

During the upturge following the March 11 coup
attempt, the press reflecting the views of the IMT
projected a so~called sirategy of building dual power,
In effect this was counterposed to a strategy of building
2 Leninist party by fighting around the key immediate,
dernocratic and transitional demands flowing from the
class struggie through which the incipient formations of
workers comtnittees could become real struggle organs
of the class, uniting wider and wider sections of the
oppressed and exploited. The surategy of building dual
power was counterposed to defense of the Constituent
Assernbly against the MFA's attempts 1o curtafl it with
the aid of the SP and CP, The Constituent Assernbly
was seen as the main obstacle to building doal power.
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The IMT leaders confused the present stage == which
rermmains one of winning the masses away from their
Social Democratic and Statinist misleaders and from
these reformists' policy of class cotlaborationismt with
the boutgeois MFA == with the stage of taking power,
Propagandizing for soviets became 2 substitute for the
struggie for independent working class political action
as the only road to building the revolutionary party and
the independent power of the class,

The IMT press rldiculed the defense of freedom
of the press, under attack from the capitalist govern=
ment and its Stalinist henchmen, as defense of "bour-
geois dernocracy” against "workers democracy,” Thus
the IMT leaders took a position contrary to the long-
standing Marxist principle concerning the relation
between the fight to defend and extend democratic
rights under capitalism, and mobilizing the masses to
win a soclalist revolution,

The democratic tasks of the revolution were down=
graded, Leaders of the IMT on the United Secretariat
adamantly refused to call fer the unconditional removal
of Portuguese troops from Angola, The importance of
the land question and related problems of the small
farmers were underestimated, The large mobilizations
the SP leadership was forced to call in defense of their
democratic rights were oppesed by the IMT press,

Rouge not only opposed defending the Constituent
Astembly against the attempts by the MFA and the
Stalinists to scuttle it, it labelled as "parliamentary
cretinism"” the correct position of calling for an SP-CP
govemment based on the majority that these two
warkers parties received in the vote for the Constingent
Assernbly. The call for a CP-SP government con~
cretely posed the need for a workers and peasants
governiment as against any form of coalitionism with
the bourgeoisie =~ either with bourgeots parties or with
the bourgeois MFA ~= [n terms the masses of Sociatist
and¢ Communist workers could understand, The call
was designed to expose the class collaborationism of
the SP and CP leaders,

The uitraleft course of the IMT resulted in deeply
opportunist as well as sectarian and adventurist positions,
The imperialist nature of the MFA~dominated govern~
ment was obscured, as indicated by the IMT refusal
1o call for the unconditional withdrawal of Portuguese
troops from Africa, and in the interview Alain Krivine
held with MFA Admiral Rosa Coutinho, Sections of
the IMT leadership obscured the bourgeois nature of
the MFA, as for example the adulatery artictes about
Carvatho and other MFA officers that appesred in Was
Tun, The commen position held by Rouge, Inprecor,
La Gauche, Red Weekly, and Was Tun was that in any
case the MFA was so weak thart its class character was
not a facror,

Then, when the MFA announced its "“people’s
power” ptan, this was hailed in the IMT press as MFA
backing for the rapid construction of soviets, organs of
workers powet. After this plan was announced, the BMT
press grossly exaggerated the development of the MFA-
sponsored “ Peoples Assemblies, ” The main danger, IMT
spokespeople explained, was not the MFA, but the sup~
pression of the burgeoning soviets by world imperialism
through an SP-PPD government based on the Constituent
Assembty,

The IMT reflected the utrrateft positions of the left
centrist groups in Portugal and elsewhere and the pressures
of the milieys who spport them in Earope.

The positions of the left centrist groups in wum
echoed those of the Portuguese Stalinists, The IMT saw
a "left turn” on the part of the Stalinists when they
combined Third Period sectarianism and adventurism
with deepening their popular-front line in relation to
the bourgeois MFA, and launched their campaign against
the SP and the Constituent Assembly,

Objectively, these positions led the IMT press into
providing teft cover for the popular-front regime and
the MFA, During the crucial days in mid-July 1975, the
IMT supported and took par in the July 16 demonstration
demanding the dissolution of the Constituent Assembly
and "MFA~People's power,” and opposed the mobiliza~
tions of the Socialist party workers demanding the retum
of Republica, In doing so, the IMT, as the Trotskyist
component of the ultraleft bloc, acted objectively asa
left critic loyal to the MFA regime. IMT supporters
acted as if they believed in a course of not only “minority
action” but minority revolution led by the Portuguese
"new mass vanguard” including a section of the MFA,
and imposed on the majority of workers mistakenly
following the SP leadership,

Origin of the Crisis in the Fourth Interpational

The IMT positions on Portugal deepen the course that
began with the mrn the majority codified at the Third
Congress Since Reunification (Ninth World Congress),
The majority at that congress elevated guerrilla warfare
from a tactic to a strategy for an entire continent for
an extended perfod of time, This shifred the majority
of the Fourth International from the Leninist strategy of
party building to a disorienting ultraleft axis. Soon after
the congress, sections whose leaderships supported this
turn, began to show evidence of ultraleft positions on
2 number of guestions,

The fight for democratic rights was denigrated,
"Exemplary" actions, including "minority violence® by
small groups were held up for emulation, An ultraleft
view of the Social Democracy became current in Britain,
France, Germany and Sweden. A narrow, workerist



view of broad social struggles that raised democratic
demands, such as the women's movement, and struggies
of oppressed nationalities, led to sectarian errors,
Strategy and tactics tended mote and more 1o revolve
around the concems of the “far left, " that is, the petty-
bourgeois ultraleft, rather than the logic of the class
strugple and the needs of the masses,

The twrn of the Niath World Congress represented an
adaptation to the ultraleftism of many of the petty-
bourgeois currents in the youth radicalization in Europe
and to Guevarism in Lacin America.

The technique of demonstrations, forms of organiza-
tion, became more important than winning the majority
of the working masses politically by applying the method
of the Transitional Program, The party would be built
basically curside the working class,

At the Ninth World Congress itseif the political
adaptation of the majority leaders was reflected in the
suppression of the fact that the PRT (Combatiente) group,
recognized as the Argentine section of the Fourth fnter~
national, held positicns completely alien to the program
of Trotskyism,

The decisive test of the guerrilla warfare swatepy
came in Bolivia and Argentina, The minerity of the
1EC submitted a document to the December 1972 I[EC
meeting that drew the lessions of the failure of the trn
of the Ninth World Congress, which, if adopted, would
have rectified the error and put the Fourth International
back on a correct potitical axis, The majority, however,
failed 1o correct its course in spite of the test of experience,
k was this failure by the majority that necessitated the
formation of the Leninist Trotshyist Tendency.

Furthes, the majority submitted their European
perspectives document to that 1EC meeting, The IMT
European document generalized and codified the win
of the Ninth World Congress as it was being applied to
Eutope, that is, it extended the basic political ertors to
Eutope, The IMT European document projected orienting
towards the concerns of the petty bourgeois ultraleft
groupings, called rhe “new mass vanguard, " The working
class would be won by spectacular "inltiatives in action”
by such forces under Trotskyist leadership. The strategic
line of march outlined by the Transitional Program to
build 2 Leninist party and win the leadership of the
majority of the toiling mases politically was ltost sight
of and its place was taken by a hollow, maximaiist
tecital of the need for workers control and soviets, The
“tactic” of building a mass Leninist party rapidly in the
heat of coming revolutionary events was declared in~
appropriate, Instead the strategy of winning hegemony
in the “new mass vanguard” in order to utilize it as an
"adequate instrument” to “recompose” the workers move-
ment was projected as the "tactic for the period,”

At the Fourth Congress Since Reunification (Tenth
World Congress) the tine of the Furopean document was
generalized to a strategy for the world, In addition,
the majority adopted & document on armed struggle
that reaffirmed the politicat line on which the guerrilla
tm of the Ninth World Congress rested and revised the
Trotskyist program on the question of arming the pro=
letariat, which they considered to be inadequate,

Before and after the Tenth World Congress, sectors
of the IMT attempted to end the debate by driving
toward a split in the Fourth International, Splits were
organized in a number of countries, Faced with this
situation, the Leninist Trotskyist Tendency decided to
convert itself to a faction to give battie to the splitters
end to deepen the political debate,

Following the 1974 World Congress the IMT singled
out the Argentine PST for special attack. Attempting
to drive the PST out of the international, the majority
leaders launched a tendentious public campaign against
the Argentine sympathizing organization, The immediate
causes of this attack were the fatlure of the majority’s
guerrilla warfare line in Latin America, the size and
influence of the PST, the splitting and disintegration of
any forces in Argentina that looked to the IMT, conpled
with the inability of the IMT to cowect its line, and
the temuousness of their 50, 5 percent majority on the
decisive Argentine balance sheet, Thus the IMT at-
tempted to discredit the PST whose political course,
based on the positions held in common in the international
up untit the Ninth World Congress, represented an aiter-
native to the famous "trn, "

In the course of the public debate on Argentine
Trotskyism initiated by the IMT, the majority went
further than ever before in elaborating an ultraleft re-
vision of the Marxist view of the relation between bout=
geois democracy and workers democracy, and of the
relation between the fight for democratic rights and the
socialist revolution,

This was soon to lead 10 a major political error by the
IMT in Portugal,

Before the recent events in Portugal, the application
of the wrn of the Ninth World Congress to Europe had
resulted in sectarian positions, as for example in relation
to the Social Democracy, and to movements like wornen's
liberation: ultrateft adventures such as the June 21, 1973,
action in Paris; and opportunist adaptations such as the
vacillating suppors the french section gave the Union of
the Left, But it remained to be seen ho w and if the IMT
comrades would apply this line under the conditions of a
revolutionary upsurge. The initial balance sheet of the
IMT position &s reflected in the class struggile in Portugal
shows that the IMT has gone further aloag its ultraleft
course, leading to serious sectarian, adventurist end op~
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portzoist errors,

The Crizis in the Fourth Intemational Despens

The differences that have emerged in the Fourth Inter-
national over Portugal threaten the unity of the interna-
tional, This Is because the disagreements are over politi-
cal questions, guestions of what to do next, in a revolu~
tion, In the rapidly moving events, political positions
were taken in the press of the sections and sympathizing
groups of the internaticnal that would, if wansferred to
Porrugal, have resilted in supporting different and some-
times conflicting street mobilizations, Such disagree~
ments are different from theoretical or even programmatic
ones, which can often be discussed at lelsure, They are
different from organizatfonal conflicts, which, while they
can be sharp, can also be conscionsly subordinated by a
responsible leadership to the task of obtaining political
clarity.

The differences over Portugal have inevitably taken a
public charzcter, Every political erganization had to take
positlons on the issues as they appeared in the class strug~
gle in Portugal, The press of every patty in the world
considezing itself to be Trotskyist was compeiled to state
where It stood, which they did to the best of their abilities
in light of thefr previous wraining and understanding, Thus
the differences became expressed in public as alternative
lines,

The tensions arising from the political differences
over Portugal place special responsibility on leaders of
both sides to organize the necessary debate on this ques-
tion, avoiding secondary questions and polemical excesses,
especially in the public debate,

The Portuguess Events and Building the Fourth Intemational

New events of the magnitude of those in Portugal are
hound 1o cut across old factional lines, Each member of
the Fourth International must make up his or her mind on
the new questions, Ail those in the world who consider
themselves to be Trotskyists, including forces presently
ontside the Fourth Interpational, are drawn into the de-
bate. Such events accelerate developments towards te-
proupiments that can help bufld the international,

The pressures on Healy's rump "international Commit-
tee"” will be intensified by the impact of these events,

The proc ess that began in May 1973 with the request
of the Orgenizing Commitree for the Reconstruction of the
Fourth intern ational (OCRFI) to participate in the discus~
sions within the Fourth International, is being accelerated
by the Portuguese events, The OCRFI, having broken with
Healy, havitag failed to build an alternative to the Fourth
International, found itself attracted to the discussion

occurring in the Fourth International, In contrast to
Healy, who has intensified his imesponsible charges
against the Fourth International and its leaders, the OCRFI
appears 1o be rejecting any dead-end factional stance, It
wants to discuss its differences with the United Secretariat,
including its stand on the Portuguese revoiution,

The high political level of the debate in the Fousth
Tnternational is a powerful attractive force, Our ability to
carry oyt the current discussion on Portugal, even publicly
in the pages of cur press, with a full hearing for ail points
of view throughout the international, will provide an ex~
ample for the entire workers movement and dtaw new
forces to the Fourth Internationat,

The Course of the Lepinist Trotskyist Faction

1. The immediate goal of the LTF is to advance po~
iitical clarity on the issues raised by the Portuguese revolu-
tion, ‘To that end, the LTF adds the document, "Key
Issues in the Portuguese Revolation, ™ to the list of docu-
ments defining the programmatic basis of the LTF and
submits it for internationat discussion. The Leninist
Trotskyist Faction is confident that through a thorough
discussfon a majority of the cadres of the Fourth Interna=
tional will take a correct position on Portugal,

2, 'The Leninist Trotskyist Faction seeks to subordinate
organizational obstacles to this goal of achieving political
clapity, The two factions {n the intetnational have existed
for 2 number of years, Regardless of intentions, such a
situation tends 1o breed combinationisin and cliques, I
tends to confine the discussion of key political questions
within each faction rather than opening it to the interna-
tional as a whole, From the viewpoint of the LTF, if
there are guarantees for a full, free and democratic dig~
cussion, there is no need for a factional structure; in faer,
it tends to impede such discussion, While ideological
tendencies are still calted for because of the political dif~
ferences, shere would be no objective need to maintain the
factions in order to have the necessary discussion, There=
fore the Leninist Trotskyist Faction proposes that both of
the organized factions dissclve themselves,

3. The LTF is opposed to any dead-end factional
stance toward any of the forces that are moving in the
divection of the Fourth International, including forces
emerging from the breakup of the Healyite "International
Commirtee, " Instead, the United Secretariat should act
objectively, taking steps to encourage these new forces to
move closer towatd the Fourth Intemartional,

4, The LTF proposes to subordinate the theoretical,
programmatic and historical questions in dispute to the
task of winning clarity on the political issues of the
Portuguese revolution, All of these questions can continue
to be discussed in a rnore leisurely fashion in the internal
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5. The LTF reaffirms its agreement with the
position adopted by the last world congress that in
those countries wiere 1wo or more groups exist be-
cauze of splits or other reasons, the united moral
authority of the Fourth International should be
brought to bear for the earliest possible fusion of
the groups on a principled basis,

8, The LTF reiterates, from the August 1913

staternent of the Leninist Trotskyist Faction, that
“faction discipline does not transcend the discipline
of sections or sympathizing organizations of the
Fourth International " and that “ members of the
faction must conduct themsetves fn a compietely
loyal way in sections of the Fourth International or
sympathizing organizations, maintaining their ac=
tivities and financial obligations in an exemplary
way, "

Augum 31, 1975



