New York, New York
May 18, 1976

TO ORGANTZERS WHO ARE MEMBERS OF THE ITF

Dear Comrades,

Attached for your information is a statement titled
"The Present Crisis of the Fourth International and
the Tasks of the Leninist Trotskyist Faction," signed
by four members of the Communist League of Spain. The
document was originally drafted last August, and has
been distributed to Steering Committee members of the
faction.

This is the document that was referred to and
discussed in Barry Sheppard's LIF report during the

plenum. 3But it mistakenly was ommitted from the
kits of organizers who ars in the LTF.

Conradely,

Caroline Iund



TRANSLATION

THE PRESENT CRISIS OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL AND THE TASKS OF THE
LENINIST TROTSKYIST FACTION

As the LTF sees it an ultra teft potitical course was
initiated ar the Ninth World Congress and continues up to
today. This turn expressed an adaptation to such compo-
nents of the youth radicalization as Castroismi and Maoism,

The introduction of guerrilla warfare as the strategy
for Latin America implied a dynamic toward generaliza-
tion of the “tum, " geographical as well as programmati-
cal,

The Tenth Wortd Congress sanctioned this turn at the
progiammatic level, explicitly revising a point in the
Transitional Program wilich was replaced by the resolution
on armed struggle,

In the words of Comrade Hansen, the meaning of the
Tenth World Congress was that ", . . the ulrraleft course
on which the international was placed at the Ninth World
Congress will be continued until at least the next congress.”
(Report te New York Caucus of the LTF. )

The August 1974 statement of the LTF, drawing a
balance sheet of the events following the Tenth World
Cangress, reaffirmed this evaluation. Later, at the Janu-
ary 1975 IEC meeting the balance sheet put forth by the
TF stated that the errors inade by the IMT on democratic
rights fit the pattern of the ultraleft "turn. *

Finalty, last July, during the United Secretariat dis-
cussions on Porrugal, LTF members asserted the report
given by the IMT carried forward rhe same utrraleft errors
that appeared in 196864 on Latin America.

According to this analysis, the pasitions of the IMT
have not undergone any substantial change in the last six
years. In our opinion, hoiding on to mich an appraisal
incapacitates the LTF in the struggle o tesolve the erisis
of the Fourth International,

I: THE BANKRUPTCY QF THE LINE OF THE MAJORITY
OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

1. The "Turn" of the 1\4!i_n£(_3011gress

The rise of the class struggie during the 1960s brought

the crisis of "entrism sui genens” to a hiead and precipi~
tated its empirical abandonment and the substitution of a

new “tactic for building sections of the Fourth International ,»
This was later called "winning hegemony among the new
vanguard, "

This turn reflected the pressures coming from the youth
radicalization, It can be asserted that, in laying out the
guernilla line, the ultraleft youth thar Mande(-Maitan-
Frank wanted ro win over carried more weight than the
cadres of our own movement in Latin America.

As the IMT wonld later explain, this new orientation
meant that the potitics of the F. 1, shonld be suited to the

- concerns of the so-called "new vanguard” instead of to the

concerns of the masses, That {8 how adapration to Castro-
fsm, Maoism, etc., took shape, At that time these cue-
rents hoodwinied broad sectors of young fighters eager to
find an alternative to the Counnuunist parties and the Social
Deinocracy,

Guerrillaism and minority "initiatives in action" took
the place of a necessary reaffirmarion of the need to build
Leninist parties rooted in the masses on a class-against-
class line and confronring both the dictatorial forns of
bourgeois rule and those based on class collaberation,

As a cover to justify the line adopted, the IMT resorted
to & variery of mechanical analyses, all divorced from
concrete reality,

Theories about the advent of bloody dictatarships in all
of Latin America came aleng to explain the need for guer-
rilla war, Likewise, in Furope, "iniriatives in action”
were justified by theories about the growing trend toward
the "strong" state or the “fascistization” of the state
appararus.

The main resolution contained, in addition, a whole
series of concepts (the terms " revolutionaries” or "revolu-
tionary vanguard” ro refer to centrists, ultralefts, etc. ;
sociat-democratization of the CPs; the errors on Vietnam,
etc. ) that formed a complete methodalogical unit wirh all
that went before and was subsequently developed, that
played an important role in the politics of the IMT, 1In
this connection we must alse mention  the resolution on
the Cultural Revolution. It brought to the fore grave errors
about the orientation of the Chinese CP as well as about its
character,

2. The "New Orientation and Method" in irs Context

At first, the turn threw the sections of the F. I into
"exemplary” substitutionist activity: either in the form of
disastrous guerrilla-like adventures or morz modest “revo-
lutionary initiatives of the vanguard.” In any case, it
meant abandoning the real responsibilities essential for
progress in constructing Trotskyist parties and a failure to
take advantage of the opposntunities opened by the world-
wide crisis of the class srruggle,

But it became evident rhar this orientation not only
came intto conflict with the needs that stemmed from the
evolving general objective situation, but also with the
changes taking place in tiie concems of the "new far tefi,”

The rise in workers straggles and the increasing growth
of popuiar- frontist alternatives opened a process of accel-



erated.crisis-in thesnajority-ef-the-centrist and ultraleft or-
ganizations, Porting away more and more to the right, they
had gene from objectively plaving into the hands of the
reformist appratuses te capitulating on the essential points
of their elass collaborationist pelitics,

This phenomenon was not restricted to capitalist Furope.
It was also happening in other parts of the world; Chile, '
Bolivia and Uruguay being some examples in Latin America,
France and Spain signaled the beginning of these processed
development in Furope. The evolution of Castros politics,
the Maoist bureavcracy’s abandonment of its “lefrist" mask,
the negotiations that led 1o the Paris accords, were 2l
factors that accelerated this dynamic,

The majority of the Fourth International -- which had
adapted to guerrillaism when the Guevarists were already in
retreat ~« very woon found itself faced with the consequences
of its untimely opportunism,  That is why it had to embark
cn a series of empirical recrifications and zigzags whose
commen denominator was adaptation to the changing views
of the "mass vanguard” it wants to win over,

The fact is that the IMT finds itself confronted with an
objective situation in rapld evolution, The very growth
experienced by the Fourth International in recent years does
not permit it to vegetate for years as a marginal group
without feciing the tremendous jolts of the class struggle.
This luxury could be enjoyed by MMF in the years of
“entrism sui generis, " during which developments were
much stower. Teday it would lead to immediate suicide
which is something the IMT is not ready to contemplate at
the moment. This explains the rapidity of the trns and re-
adjustments imposed upon it,

Thus, in the recent period accormodation is made not
only to radicalized layers of the youth, but also to sectors
of young workers such as those in the French CFDT or in the
Spanish workers movement, who are politically organized
by centrist formations (the first congress of the LOR clearly
expresses this fact).

1972 Imernational Executive Committeg
972 TEC represented a key point in this
evotution, The IEC majority, faced with the carastrophic
resalt of itz tine for Latin Arerica and lashed by the minor-
ity's powerful ¢riticizm began a pracess of "honorable re-
treat™ from guerrillaism, taking its distance from the PRT-
ERP. Completely on the defensive, it reaffirmed "in fts
essenttial line” the "armed struggle” position, introduced a
maximum degree of confusion about the Ninth Warld Cop-
gress documents, and began to launch frantic attacks on the
PST.

At the same tirne it prepared 1o entrench itself in
Europe.  But this arrernpt coinc’ded with the beginning of
the erisis in fts secrions (split in Spain, Third Congress of
the French section, etc, ). Thus while the IMT was hastily
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calling its ranks 1o order regarding the wilder ultraleft
extrapolatious (Bulletin No. 30 of the French sectian,
polemics ou the worker or bourgeois nature of social demo-
ciatic parties, etc.), it also began to cover up for theoreti-
cal adaptations flowing from the new moves to the right,
This came to light mainly in the political propositions that
led to the factional struggle in Spain (the "en marcha”
faction's positions on the workers commissions, the Span-
ish CP, the Astembly of Catalonia, etc.) and the IMT
documents ahd attitudes concerning the discussion about
the Union of the Left in France (Third Congress and the
vote for the Union of the Left and the Radicals in the legis-
lative elections).

These positions were joined at the same timme by those
supporting the Viernamese PRG and its program, and reaf-
firmation of the "independence™ of the VCP leadership.
Although talk about the progressive aspects of Peking's
line was moderated, the basic errors on the nature of the
haocist bureaucracy werc not retracted.

Bureaucratic methods in internal relations of the Fourth
International were crudely expanded  (splits in Spain,
Australia, Canada; the letters from the six United Scere-
tariat members to the PRT of Argentina behind the back of
the U, Sec., etc,)

4, Formation of the LTT

The fact that the IEC majority clung to the tine edopt-
ed at the Ninth World Congress even though it had been
proven bankrupt in practice was the main reason the minor-
ity decided to rake a new step in its struggle agaiast the
political erientation of MMF: to organize this struggle on
the tevel of the entire Fouith International, cailing for the
formation of the Leninist- Trotskylst Tendency.

Let us point out two important points; 1) The central
potitical axis was the struggle against the guerrillaist orien-

tation, correctly seen as the key point at that morment; 2}

This eentral point and other politicat differences already
apparent were explicitly connected with some basic meth-
cdotogicat questions:

"It is the existence of conflicting concepts on the meth-
odological level (which includes party-building methods)
that explains not only the development of opposing position:
on the guerrilia orientation, hut to a large degree the de-
velopiment of differences of varying sharpness on various
other important questions, such as the nature and rele of
the Macist variety of Stalinism, party-building orientation
not oaly for the secrions in Latin America and Europe but
elsewhere, construction of Marxist youth organizations, the
historical balance sheet on ‘enrryism sui generis, ' palicies
in the antiwar movement, and now the assessment of the
Vietnam agreement and the nawre and role of Stalinism in
Vietnam, " (IIDB Vol. X, No, 3, March 1573}

5. Period Preparatory 1o the Tenth World Ceagiess



The period preparztory to the Teutlr Woirtd Congress
showed a strengthening of opportunist positions on basic
questions in the class struggle, The same basic line comes
through in the vete for the Union of the Left, in joining the
Bolivian FRA and in the amirude of the IMT toward the
Chilean Unidad Popular, even though the iine may be ac-

companied by ultraleft errors such as the June 21 acrion in
Pauis,

With the departure of the PRT-ERP the IMT continued
its efforts to move away from its guerritlaist errors but
without awning up to them. The document, “Know Our
Qwn Weaknesses in Order ro Better Fight the Minority, " by
Jean- Pierre Beauvais which had wide repercussions in some
of the European sections is an inportant expression of this
aperation, The pressures of the IMT an Livie Maitan for a
partial self-criticism of the guerziliaist policy, which is re-
flected in the Barzman letter, confirms this process. A
step-up in the majority’s factional methods accompanied
their turn 1o the defensive on political positions. Barzman’s
letter unveiled the IMT as a secret faction which subordi-
nated the interests of the Fourth International as a2 whole 1o
its own particular interests, The danger of split increased,
4 wing of the IMT continuously pressed in that direction.
This wing was germinaring the most open and profoundly
revisionist positions for which the majority's course had pro-
vided both a cover and a framewortk in which to develop,

The LTT uansformed itself into a faction in response to
tliis escalation of bureaucratic and factioial methods; not
because of some qualitative change in the IMT's political
positions but because of the increase in internal tensions
and the danger of a split, ' '

The change to a faction would aid the barttle ro change
the composition of the leadership of the F. 1. as was expli-
citly stated in point 8 of the LTF platform, and it would
permit us to face the new sitnaticn in a disciplined way.,

6. The Tenth World Congress

We have already mentioned Comrade Hansen's evalua-
tion of the Tenth World Congress. Aceording to this evalu-
ation there was a reaffirmation of the Ninth World Congress
wrmn in relation to the "strategy of atmed struggle” with
same secondary seli-eritieisms, It means spreading this
tutn to the rest of the world and implied a policy directed
mainly at favoring minority violence,

On the theotetical level the adoption of the resolution
vt atmmed struggle revised a key point in the program of the
Fourth Intermtional,

In cur opinion, the Tenth World Congress represented an
attempt to synthesize and justify steps taken by the Furopean
sections, especially the French, in changing their course of
mainiy ultraleft ercors to one that made possibie and inevir-
able more znd more maves to the right,
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The majotity's world political resolution deesa't re-
flect the projection of an armed struggle lice on a world-
wide scale, Rather, it elevates 1o an international tevel
the European line, the axis of which is "transformation of
the uew mass vangnard into an adequate instreinent, " In
shiort it consists of abandoning the Marxist conception of
thie party as the only instnment capable of leading the
working class to power and rejecting the Trotskyist method
of party building. This is replaced with a policy of adapt-
ing to the current supporters of the so-called "new far left”
which in tum yields more and more openly to the refornise
burezucracies’ potitics of class collaboration.

The IMT freed irself from the dead weight of the guer-
villa straregy while at the same tine refusing ro draw a
balance sheet of its results and making concessions to its
more pro-split wing (one furthest from the Trorskyist heri-
tage). These concessions meant upholding the need for
minerity vicience initiatives in the form: of armed actions
by the party in opposition to the point in'the Transitional
Program on the arming of the proletariar,

What is involved here is a serious and explicit revision
which we must keep struggling 1o undo, Bur we musrt see
it in the context of & more general line which includes at
leasgt one other grave revision: abandonment of Marxist
reachings on poputar fronts and the need 1o struggle to
break the workers movement from the bourgeoisie (the
Chite point in the world resclution). This contributes to
the disarmament of Trotekyists on the central questicn of
the pericd,

7. After the Tenth World Congress

What happened after the Tenth World Congress con-
firms our evaluation of the fundamental character of the
iMT's ercors. The problemns posed by the Union of the
Leit and the events in Portugal took it by surprise, just as
had earlier happened in Chile,

The theory and practice of the IMT regarding France,
8pain, Chile, ltaly, etc., become as nothing compared to
their errors on Porrugal and Vietnam.

Adaptation to the MFA-PCP, direct or indirect support
io all their reactionary maneuvers (trade-union law, at-
tacks on democratic rights, ete, }; theoties abour the pos-
sibility of the CP talting power and that it promotes workers
and popular struggles, doubts about the CP's Stalinist char-
acter, support to CP demagopgy about workers control, and
finaily. the refusai to call for a break with all bourgeois
parties at the governmental level are ithe cenrral elements
which charaeterize the IMT's politics in Portugal,

It is true that there have been and will continue to be
ulrraleft errors.  But they have been relegated to the arca
of tactical questions. Although it {s our doty to criticize
these errors, we cannot overlook the mole they play within
the IMT's politics as a whole,



D, Bensaid's reaton for mupporting the prospect of fusion
with the PSU that was decided at the last congress of the
Freach section was that it was impossible for Trotskyists °
alone to build the revolutionary party. At that vongress,
the author of Bulletin No, 30 at the same time that he was
singing praises for Santucho and the MIR, did not blush to
pat forward for a vote one of the most revisionist texts on
popular froats and Stalinism our movement has ever known,

And In Spain, the LCR-ETA VI comrades, in applying
the resolutions of the Tenth Congress, carefully explain to
us the role played by the democratic assemnblies as "organs
of stmggic:” argans promoted by the Democratic Junta at
the piice of destroying the workers connnissions,

In Vietnam, capituiation to the VCP reached the point
of theoretically justifying the need for class collaboration in
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ism is part of the workerist And.economist Ingic commor To-
Furgceneric currents.  For example, rabidly opportunist
groups like the Lamberfists have repeatedly expressed the
same sectarian cohceptions with regard to democratic
rights. downplaying the colonial revolution and the struggle
against national oppression and the movements of oppressed
layers (women, eic.), and we cannot characterize them as
ultraleft because of this. We cannot even say they make
concessions o ultraleftism.

We think it was a mistake to play the IMT's game. Tt
is clear that an incorrect characterization of the political
axis of the present struggle and an incotrect setting of
priorities by the majority of the LTF comrades has aided
the IMT's maneuvers,

On the organizational level, we don't think the bureau-

order to build a2 "workers state” which, accerding to the IMT, cratic methods of the IMT have been relaxed, On the con-
presently exists in South Viemam, And we've had to waich trary, the IMT’s factional maneuvers have reached alaiming

the sorry sight of the press of the sections and of the 1. See,
itsell using the same arguments used by the Stalinized Third
Intetnational to justify the VCP alliance with the "third
force™ cv other buurgeois sectors,

fntermnally, the crisis continued o deepen. It led to
countinuous changes and vacilltations in the practical leader-
ship of the seetions, o processes of organic decay, to a
slowing of recru’tment, to the loss of cadre, o an upsurge
of sharp aud confusing debates, and to an increase in attacks
on the LTE.

Defensive bureaucratic mechanisins were strengthened to
mteet this crisis, That i= the source of the failure ro publigh
the LTF's World Congress documents (o1 to published them
in condensed versions), the reason for the monopoly of inter-
naticnal hodies, for the IT split with the parnicipaticn of the
IMT leadership, etc,

8. The fanuary 1975 International Executive Commitree

The Ar-gentim: qucstion was the central axis of the Janu-
ary 1975 IEC.  Initially, the IMT'’s position was based on its
need to provide a safety valve for pressure from Irs "ultras, ™
That was the role played by the constant attacks on the PST
and othet sections that support the LTF,

Cn the other hand, and more important, the discussion
oi Argenting allowed the IMT to avoid the basic discussion
and divert the Internazional's arcention from the burming
issues of the class struggle, which at that moment were cen-
tered around Fortugal,

Evidently, the IMT was also trying to create a smoke
Strezen to cover ilie total bankmptey of its Argentine section
which was I & process af increasing splits and decomposi-
tion,

A sectarian coneception of demacratic rights also played
a role.  We say seetarian and not uitraleft because seciarian-

proportions in the recent period

The coverup of the split in the SWP and the public at-
tacks on the PST and other similar matters are toraliv in
keeping with the maneuvers we saw prior to the Tenth
World Congress,

Partial victories have been won, such as PST participa-
tion in the United Secretariat (although with obvious limi-
tations); recognition of the LTF's right to choose its own
members of the United Secretariat, etc. Nevertheless, the
basic conceptsand their manifestations remain and set the
general mood, Some skeichy serious potiticat discussion
in some of the last Unlted Secretariat meetings is more of
a response to the pressures of the class struggle than 1o a
predisposition on the IMT's part to carry out an honest nan-
factional debate, (The class struggie doesn't permit con-
tinuous discussion on only organizational matters, it forees
political discussion to the fore. ) '

The IMT's attilude can be proved by poinring to recent
examples ranging from the congress of the French section
1o maneuvers against the Spanish Communist League (refu-
sal to translate and discnss their statermnents in the United
Secretariat despite the proposal for nnification), At the
moritent this ateitude finds its clearest expression in the
IMT's intervention in the LCI congress,

II. THE DISCUSSION WE PIOFOSE FOT THE LTF

. The Need for a Balance Sheet

At the August 1974 LTF meeting we held to the need
to define: a) the ceniral political axis of the discussion
in the Fourth International,
IMT line and c) the need for 2o overall characterization
of the current represented by the MMF nuecteus, and we
held to our proposed characterization and presented our
point of view on these guestions,

by the characteristics of the



iIn the intervening period the IMT line has demonstrated
its bankruptey, However, the LTF was not prepared. [t
hasn't been armed to 1espond to this crisis.  Maintaining
the original LTF line has left us unable to offer an overall
explanarion and understanding of the IMT's politics: irs op-
portanistic strategic adaptations and irs ulirafeft taceies, It
doesn't permitusto pose an alternative to its incapacity to
come up with a strategic class orientation. We confront
the IMT only ou its guerrillaist flank this leads to aberra-
tions in documnents as basic as our policical resolution which
foresees only ultraleft errors and leaves the cadre unpre-
pared te fully uncerstand the unfolding of the majority tine.
At the satne time, it opens the doar to errors of the opposite

type.

The LTT, now the LTF, has been systematically taking
up all the differences, However, it has approached each of
the political issues in a parsial way, each isolated from the
others, without purting them together at the political level
te fonn an overall strategic understanding, We believe this
step shoutd be raken before defining the class character of
the majority tine. The need for a new step is evident at the
present stage of the debate unfolding in the Fourth Interna-
tional: it i§ necessary to generalize and correctly order the
politicat level of the criticisms of the IMT positions and
our altemnative. At the moment, the axis around which ir
is pessibte to set straight all the tacifeal and pareial ques-
tions, including armed struggle and democratic rights, is
the question of class collzboration and the pomlar front and
their opposire, ciass- agai’nst'—class altemnarive, alomg with
the guestion of Stalinism. The armed struggle question
signiiies an important revision of a central progranimatic
point, This was a key point earlier, The problem the
cadre of the F. I have to take on today in relation to the
class struggle is not this or that partiat aspect of the IMT's
line but rather the total bankruptey of its line.  This puts
the question of popular fronts on the erder of the day.

All discussions now taking piace in the sections are cen-
tered on these points as the key quesrion in the class stuggle
Inside the sections they are intertwined with the
question of democratic centralism, Encompassing all of
themn is the method of building the party, :

todavy,

The LTF line has made it difficult for us to minimize
the costs of demaralization apd the loss of cadre which the
majority policy implies, and to confront the rise of "inter~
mediate” tendencies berwgen the IMT and the LTF. It
also explains rie faint rasponse our positions have found in
the latest discussions which appear as cepetitions of the
previous ones, impeding us from winning over the cadres
cf the sections (the growth of the LTF after the renth world
congress is meagre), and therefore from carrying our the
responsibilities presented to us by crisis in the Fourth Inter~
national today.

This has repercussions in the LTF itself, TIn facr, this
discussion on popular fronts and Stalinism has run through

__tion of the IMT since th
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the LTF, from the polemics on the Chilean Unidad Popular
to the important differences on Portugal, and the same kind
of problems arise when characterizing the Vietnamese lcad-
ership. This constitutes & part of the balance shest of the
LTF. They are problems we cannot ignore and which need
1o be confronted,

2. The Need for g Characrerizarion of the General Orienia-
1-QLEENEs iy skl th World Congress

As the LTF sees it, the adaptation to guerri'{laism and
nlrraleftism, the abandonment of the method of the transi-

tional program, leads to combining opportunistic practices
with ultraleftism.  All ultratefts capitulate to popular fronts.
But suppoit to frontism is not a basic question in character-
{zing the IMT politically, For example, the vote for the
Union of the Left in 1973 and 1974 had as it objective ad-
vancing the armed struggle.  That is to say, the rmotivation
was ultraleft, and this simply confirms the nature of the
IMT's line.

We think thiz characterization is incorrect, We don't
think cbjective political ercors can be confused with the
webjective motivations that lead to the errors. The potiti-
cal positions held on events in the class struggle determine
the character of a pelitical ling, not the subjective factors
which can lead to taking these positions.

a) The uaderlying characteristic of the IMT line is
that in the face of the objectively posed requirements for
the proletariat it “s incapable of providing a strategic alter
native, counterposed point by point, to the popular-frantist
line of the treachercus leaderships, and that it covers up
this impotency with leftist ractics and revolutionary phrase-

ology.

We helieve this is whar characterizes a left- contrist
policy, not a leftist one. Trotsky has left us abundant ma-
tertal on the characterization of left-centrism. The POUMS
capirrlation to the Popular Front was accompanied by rcvo-
ftionary phraseology, leftist tactics, and even great
honesty on Nin's part, But Trotsky didn't take the leftist
tactics into account, nor the phraseology, nor Nin's honesty
when it came tine to characterize the policy. In defining
it he based himself on its objective repercussions in the class
struggle, not on subjective moiivations. Trotsky also ex-
tended these analyses to those who remained in the Trotsky-
ist movement but had a similar policy or simply tried to
justify Nin, AW the criticisms he divected roward Vrereccken,
Sneevliet and othess ended with this political characteriza-
tion, because they capiwlated or adapted themselves, to a
greater or lesser degree, on the "question of questions, ”
frontism in all its variants.

) But even on the subjective level the IMT's adapta-
tions caunot be ideutified with vulgar ultralefrism, The
subjective mechanism of adaptation iz opportunisic, It
isn't that of a Castroist, nor is it one of putting the gun
above politics, it is rather one of conceding before the



pressure of these currents, This comes about through mech-
anisins specific to the MMF current,  The method 1ying at
the mot of these opportunistic deviations is the same one
that underlay the "turn" of the ninth world congress and the
political mistakes of the last twenty years,

c)} However, as against earlier adaptations, today's
deviations are characrerized by an intenmediate link, in
this case, the cvolution of the “far left. "

3. The Need for a Characterization of the MMF Nuclens

If we pose the necessity 1o clearly define the fundamen-
tal methodological pillars of the IMT, and to go on from
there to analyze the kind of cutrent it represents, it is be-
cause we believe that at this point in the discussion in the
Fourth International we must cleatly show wheve the carrent
crisis leads and why the IMT has led the Fourth Internarion~
al 1o this pass,

We don't think one can isolate the mpost leftist expres-
sions of the ainth world congress "tarn” from the historically
opportunistic character of the poiitics of that current which
today constitutes the majoriry of the United Secretariat.

From the historical perspective, [t can be stated that
suel evenrs are an episode of sen‘le ultrateftism in the
historsy of this currcat.  In the historie sense, the course
apened at the ninth world congress is not independent fiom
the aritniation that underiay "entrism sui generis” (we note
in passing that this is why the IMT was obliged to vote a
correction of that orientation ar the tenth world congress. )

a2} The same method lies behind one or another "tactic”
for the construction of the party,

by} The new factor is adaptation to the ideology pre-
dominant in sectors of the "far left" which, having broken
with the reformist apparatuses, claims to offer an atterna-
tive,

¢) The exprescions of this adaptation are fundamencatly
support to the pepular front, as well as iniriatives in action,
and initially, geemritlaism, The LTF mistake was to make
an absolute of the adaptation’s guerrillaist political expres-
sion without analyzing it during irs evolution and in its
entirety. )

t. The Methodnlogical Pillars of the IMT's Politics

a) The basic kernels of the International Majority Ten-
dency's revisionism can be seen in: their positiow on the
nature of the buieaucracies in general (G55SR, China, Viet-
pam, CPs, . . .} end the character of their politics, which
is not always openly counterrevolutionary, Several IMT

documents speak about the "double nature” of the bureau~

cracy, and draw an overall "cemrist balance™ of the role
played by Stalinism. But, the Stalinist bureancracy's step
from a centrist policy to an openly countcrrevaolutionary
policy was the point of departure for the construction of the
Fourth Internarional,

_the events following the Second World War,
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The historical origing of this revision can be found in
The facr rhat

some of Trotsky's tactical prediciions were not fulfilled
confronted the Fourth International with serious theoretical
problems, all of them 1elated to Stalinism. The cbjective
base is found in the vicrory of the USSR, the changes in
thre East Furopean countries, the Yugosiav and Chinese rev-
elutions and the growth of Stalinism's influence on the
Buropean working class, This favored the growth of the
idea that Stalinism can play a positive role in spite of its
bureancratic methads, and put strong pressures on the

- cadres of the Fourth Intemational.

On the other hand, they had to explain how a Stalinist
leadership was able to lead the Yugoslav and Chinese revo-
lutions, As subjective factors we can mention the isolation
the Fourth Internarional was submitted o and the existence
of some leadership cadres, mainly in Furope, with large
gaps to cover, and they are the ones who remain as leaders,

The pressure of Stalinism led to revisions of a theoreti~
cal nature, which were codified at the third world con-
gress in the resolution ag the "Rise and Fall of Stalinism. ™
It will be necessary o look more concretely at how these
guestions were developed and modified in subsequent con-

- gresses,

The patitical repereussions of this revision:

In relation to the bureaucracy of the workers states,
the statemenr that a bureaucracy of a workers state is an
agent of the bourgenisie is avoided, This is related 1o the
present faiture to consider the d'angers of restoration and
the constant refusal of the IMT to propose a struggle for
the United Socialist States of Furope against hath imperi-
alism and rthe bureaucracy at the same time as is tradition-
al in cur movernent,

In retation to China, the characterization of the Mao-
ist bureaucracy as centrist is maintained in obvious con-
rradiction with the eall for a political revolution, which
they aceepted in 1969, The same method is utilized in
the case of Vietnam, alrhough ultimately the political ex-
pressions may be more dangerous,

Along with the theary of the "double nature” it is af-
firmed that the national CPs coicectly organize the struggle
around elementary gnestions and only betray at the moment
of revolutionary crisis, (For exampile, the tenth world
congress and the last congress of the French section of the
Fourth International). They do not see the rols of the Cps
within the popular fronts as that of the most resolute pro-
moters, but rather as they who "contaminat=" the scarce
bourgeois forees with their working clase characrer,  This
is where the asscction that these are not clas collabora-
tionist bodies, because of the decisive weight of the CPs,
comes from.

by The revision of such a fundamental point as the



nature and character of Stalinism leads the IMT to a lack
of understznding of the dynamic of revolutionary ivhiliza-
tion of the masses, totally confusing the working class and
its organizations, on the one hand, with the traditional
leadership, on the other. The IMT thinks that when work-
ers swell the ranks of the twraditional parties, they do so
knowing that the politics and teadership of these parties
are counterrevolutionary and twaitorous, The IMT does not
see the contradiction that arises (and which it js our rask
to sharpen) between the working class combativity this
process reflects and the policy of betrayal the leaderships
offer it,

The thesis that the working class "is sponcageously
Stalinist” and that "its consciousness is inconsistent with
communism, * explicitly defended by the French section
and by the LCR- ETA(VD), is not confined to these sections,
The Furopean document identifies the fundamental contra-
diction as not between the working class and its leadeeship,
but between the masses who follow the reformists and the
“new vanguard" that is oriented toward the "revolutionary
alternatives” of the "{ar left, " one component of which are_
the Trotskyists. What is invelved here is an overestimation
of the influence of the Stalinist and sociat democratic lead-
erships on the working class and an underestimation of the
ongoing crisis that'is shaking these parties, a crisis pro-
voked by the contradiction hetween their politics and the
dynamics of the mass movement. For the most recent
period, we must add the underestimation of the degree of
influence the Stalinist and social democratic parties have
in the entire far left, which capitulates to frontism, This
shows open skepricism, a profound lack of confidence in
the revolutionary capacities of the masses, Let us point out
in passing that an ultraleft current is characterized by just
the opposite error, that is, an excessive confidence, an
underestimation of the weight of bourgeois ideology and the
obstacles which the traditional leaderships place in the way
of the proletariat,

c) If the reformist apparatuses are the natural pelitical
expression of the struggles of the working class, oc if the
class is tightly contrelled by the reformists wirh no cracks
in sight, the IMT must logically conclude that it is impos-
sible 1o build the party in the heart of the mass struggles.
This is what prompts the constant search for shorecuts that
can break through the “situation” and resolve the party
problem by a much shorter path than the one taught in the
transitional program. The IMT has only two possibilities:
"initiatives” or tailending existing leaderships,

The party building tactic called “winning hegemeny in
the new vanguard" in capitalist Europe and the "strategy.of
guerriila warfare" in lLatin America mean an explicit re-
nunciation of the construction of the party according to the
method outlined in the transitional program, in the heart
of the mass struggle. Theorizing about bypassing the
"classical variant” of the revolution, eliminating the neces~
sity of a Leninist party, and substituting for it some kind of
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-adequate instrument is cover for renouncing party building,

This revision of-the rransitional prograin method of
party building is the fissure through which nén-proletarian
class pressures continually penetrate and all the adaprations,
which vary according to the dominant surrounding pressures,
follow, Today the pressure is from the far left,

The next step leads to liquidation of the central strate-
gic task of the Fourth International. The party is replaced
by "adequare instruments” such as the "red” bureaucracy ‘n
Viemam or the "new far teft” in other places.

4} All of the above is inseparable from the analytical
distortions and the programatic revisions (armed struggle and
others} made by the IMT. The purpose is to theorize and
rationalize the different tactics for party huilding, These
analyses can change more or less rapidly depending on the
evolution of the class struggle, but the underlying method
that inspires and encourages the new ones never varies (for
examptle, just six months after their congress, not one of
the resolutions adopted by the French section remains
standing, and now the work of the leadership centers,
naturally, around "correctly concretizing the methad of
the Furopean document™).

e) It is true that the leading aucleys has until now al-
ways drawn back from the logical consequences of its course
It broke with Pablo and was not willing to follow the PRT-
ERP to the end, The result iy that it isn't tied to any spe-
cific curcent at the moment, But the leading nucleus stili
holds to the same profound revision of the method of party
building that time and again brings it 10 adapt to the
milien and to make serious revisions of other programatic
points which in the present period greatly increzses the
danger of the destruction of the Fourth International,

fy These positions are accompanied by and are reflected
internally in a formalist, technical conception of democra-
ric centralist, This has various implications:

--In rthe first place, the Leninist crganization ceases to
be the work of programmatically conscious Leninists, Ir be-
comes a category into which the most diverse "revoluuon-
ary forces, " from Tito to Ho-Chi Minh, can be more or less
correctly assimilated,

-~On the other hand, this formmalism -~ already present
in the Fourth International before the entrist tum and the
split of the 1950s -~ is responsible for the recourse 1o or-
ganizationat formutas and leadership methods which ab-

“stract from the situation of the Fourth International in the

class struggle, its ties with the class struggle, and itsin-
temnal maturation, One of the most fatal manifestations of
this grotesque "Cominterism"” is the imposirion of tactics
on an international scale - - tactics elevated (o the level
of strategy == and bureaucratic inrervention in the national
sections to carry out the "world polizical line”; this has



Had an uninterrupted course, from entrism to guerrilla war-
fare. Hence, the organizational question has constituted a
fundamental chapter in a1l episodes of the crisis of the
Fourth International: in 1952- 53 and in 1969-74.

~~Becret factionalistn and burcaucratic measures, al-
ways present in a latent form as a consequence of the re-
vision of the methods of party building, are multiplied to
the degree that the class struggle disproves the political
line and the danger arises that it will meet with opposition
from sectors of the Fowrth Internarional,

-~This logic determines tie relations of the ceuter of
the Fourth International with the different sections, and re-
lations beiween certain sections and others (the French CL
and the LCR), and enters into the functioning of each na-
tional organization, becoming a terrible means for the mis-
education of cadre,

--This provakes antibureancratic reactions of all kinds.
In many cases, incapabte of replying with an overall atter-
native method, comrades ead up exalting the worst anti-
Leninist retrogressions.

From all of the above, we can determine the stable
traits of this current, wh'ch we have characterized as a
centrist current of Trotskyist origins, This current has not
yer gone so far as to cut all ries with the Trotskyist program,
but it continues to preserve the method which gives rise to
new "leftist” and opportunist actions,

Finally, we would like to point out that today it is pos=
sible and necessary to draw a balance sheet of the IMT's
attitude toward the reunification, Such a balance sheer is
pending, We believe that the overall balance of the prin-
cipled reunification pramoted by the SWP comrades is very
positive. Tt has permitted the development of the discus-
ston and a clarificarion of the Trotskyist prograrn, in rela-
tion to the varicus errors of MMF, within a unified and
therefore srrengthened organization during the rise of the
class struggle, The tenth world congress was proof of this
in spite of its limitations, In addition, the fact that the
sects that didn't accept the reunification of the majority of
the Trotskyist movement -- such as Healy and Lambert --
are today in total crisis and have to maneuver in order to
try ta recuperate and to participate in the discussion in the
Fourth Intemational, confirms that evaluation,

But we also believe the batance sheer that must he
diawn of the artitude of the MMF nucieus concerning reuni-
fication will show that they sapported it without changing
their presuppositions and that they have not shown any
desire ro do so. They haven't in the least rectified the
methodolagical bases and the political problemns which led
te the split ren years earlier, The Domingo letter's revela-
tion about " progressive assimilaticn” of the nucleus that
came {romn the Internationat Committee, fits into the
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framework of their entire course, And it is because of this
that the same essential problems which were at the base of
the split are once agaln on the table, because the MMF nu-
cleus has changed absolutely none of its positions,

IMMEDIATE TASKS OF THE LTF

We will try 1o lay out in a systematic way the basic
area of the tasks we think the LTF should adopt for the fol-
towliag period:

1. To pursue our analysis and debate on the crisis of
the Fourth Intemnational and our tasks and see if we reach
agreement on the need for making changes and readjost-
ments in our platform along the following lines. The first
is to put in the forefront the fight against class cotlabora-
tionism in general and popular frontism (n particular, This
involves a discussion on Stalinism. Another imporant
point is to conduct a discussion on democratic centrelism
in order to take on the IMT within the internal framework
of the Fourth Tntemational. On the methodological level,
we should deepen the polemic over the method of huilding
the party. Finally, we need to include an overall charac-
terization of the IMT's osientation since the Tenth World
Congress as left centrist, Moteover, we shorld also char-
acterize the IMT as & historical current along the lines we
have Indicated before,

2, To discuss the political resolution that the LTF sub-
mitted to the Tenth World Congress as approved in the
meeting in Augpst 1974,

3. To draft regional documents on the basis of this
rezolution. We think that the objective situation and the
subjective situation of the Fourth Intemational itseif poses
an urgent need for a Furopean docurnent, With regard 1o
this, we wish to indicate that we do not prepose a document
dealing with taczical questions for a great variety of coun-
tries that have important structaral differences,

We think that the congresses of the Communist Interna-
tional offer a correct methodology that can help us to sotve
this problem, In these congresses resolutions were presented
on the world situation and its sectors, Following this, a
series of specific points were made for blocs of countries
with similar characteristics. And, finally, more concrete
resolutions were adopted for individual countries,

This method can be used to present 8 more concrete
alternative in what is one of the vital centers of the class
struggle in this period and the main bastion of the IMT,

4. We can extend this to deal with individual countries,
beginning with concrete balance sheets of the course of the
sections and trying to advance clags struggle aliernatives at
this level. Balance sheets on points such as Portugal, Spain,
France, and Italy obviously take priority here.



The coming world congress raises the need for develop-
ing a concrete balance sheet of the IMT's orientation,
While the IMT's positions on Latin America took two ot
thiee years to be disproved, it has raken less than a year for
the Furopean document, which was presented as the supreme
contribution to the Fourth International, to come into con-
flict with-every single aspect of the class struggle.

5. To begin work on a bzlance sheet of the reunifica~
tion, not o settle accounts with the 19505 but so a5 to be
able to identify inore precisely the ianer mechanisms at the

as

roots of a1l the IMT's political errors,

6. Finally, s-mply to point out the need for bringing
the funcconing of the LTF more ‘nto line with vur needs.
This involves more regalar meetings of the lead'ng and
coordinating bodies, as well as periodic meetings of the
LTF nucleuses in Enrope with a view toward an ¢ xchange
of experiences that in the present situation would be
very helpful for us,

Carmen, Melan, Raut, Tohserto
Commuaist League nf Spain
0 Augost, 1975



