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To the Uhification Congress of the P.0.I. and the P O.R.
Dear Comrades,

- It is with deep regret that we must inform vou that in all likeli~
hood there will be no renresentative of the International %o present
greetings to you in person and to participate in the work of your Con-
zresses The much vaunted democracy of Yankee impericlism has nroved to
be nct even hroad enough to nermlt representatives cf the International
Execuvtive Committee and of $he Socialisi Workers Party of the United
States o lesave the country in order to visit Chile. We are still tryv-
ing to arrange for our representative to be at your Congress, but in
case we &re not certain that this will be oossible we - take this mecans
of transmitting to you our warmesi sentiments of solidarity and our best
wishes on your unification.*

~ Your unificetion Congress 1s a great success for the Fourth Inter-
national. Two revolutlonary groups, coming from different sectors of
the labor movement, are uniting on the basis of our orinciples and our
methods, The result holds promise of renewed progress in vour own coun=-
try and serves as a valuable example %o many groups abroad.

As 1t closes definitely one chapter of the Trotskvist movement in
Chile, your Congress opens up & new onc. To understand clearly what thoe
tasLs of this new perilod are, to Iind the correct solutions for these

asks, therein lies the fundermental problem on the agenda of your Con=-
gress. Thase new tasks may hc summod up in a single formula:

How to make the transition from a oropaganda group to a party sere-
iously rootod in the Chllean working class?

This problem is not simple. It is perhaps among the most difficult
that a woung revolutionary organization must resolve. Ii requires per~
severence on tho part of the entire oraanlzation and a will always dir-
ected towards achieving this goal,

The Fourth International brings to you the expericnce of tho world
labor movement of the nast, svstematized in the decisions of its congroco-
sess You-have before you the works of its smreat leader, Icon Tiotskv
fallen at his post of combat. All this constitutes an inestimable tre
sure, for these arc lossons for which the workers of the cntire world
have oftcn paid for with their blood, As nart of the Fourth Interna-
tional, you are rich in an immense cxneriecnce, both positive and noga-~
tive, of  victories zs well as dofeats in the intornational labor movo-
ment. Dut the task of & revolutionary party -- and you aro the party
of the Chilean revolution -- i5 not to repeat abstract formulae, no
matter how corroct thoy may hee The problom which you must confront and
solve is: how to make this rcvolutionary heritage bear fruit in your
country, in Chilec.,

Chile, like the othor Latin-American countrics, is not an imperial-
ist country, but a semi~-colonial one. How to apply in the conerocte con-
ditions of rour country (and of Latin-Amorica as a whole) the gencral

or an account of the successful Unification Consress of the Chileen
Pourth Interrationallsts, see The Militant of June 25, Paze 5.
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principles of the proletarian revolution, that is the first question
which you must answer as a larxist pariy. :

The social struggles in the colonisl and semi-colonial tvpes of
countries alresdy have a long tradition throughous ths world, They
also have their lessons. A great chapter in the fighting history of
the Russian as well as the international Left Opnosition was written
in the course of the Chinese revolution of 1926=27, Experiences of all
certs have not been lacking even after that. These arc pages of reve-
lutionary history which the Chilean Marxisis must study closely.

This thooretlcal examination of the motive forces of the future
‘Chilean revolution and of the relationships between the various classes
of yowr country cen and should naturally be developed within the nor-
mal framework of your party life. We are sufficiently strong to dis-
cuss and declde in common the problems of the revolutions

Such a clarification of the nroblems should find its culmination
in the working out of a orram of action on the part of vour organiza«
tions This is an 1ndispensfbie weapon whioh must be forged with great
cares You will have to probe the demands of the Chilean workers and
neasants, of the oppressed and explolted masses in general, systematize
these demands within & framework of more profound reforms, and finally
inscribe these reforms within a general revolutlonary nerspective of
social upheaval.

It is necessary to discuss seriously such a program from the top
to the bottom of the organizetion for a ziven time, to cloar up and
concretize sach of 1ts polnts. With suck a program adopted, with every
member of the party armed with a firm convietion in its corroctness,
systematic campalgns based on the orogram will have to be undertaken
among the Chilean masses. Noodloss to say, the International will give
vou all possible aid in this work, ' '

We are certain that your Congress will devote a srcat deal of et-
tention to the activity of vour party in the trade unionse. It is ne-
ccssary to learn how to link up theorotical intransigenpce with a capa-
clty to carry on tho prosaic, day-to~day work in the mass orgenizations.
The establishment of powerful bulwarks in tho trade unions should be
one of the most important noints of vour program: that is what it moesns
to bocome the rovolutionary marty of the Chilean workinz classe

‘Your party is also confrontod with tho task of creating a leader-
ships "A propaganda group can tolerato many things which & partv csnnot
permits It is necessary to be thorouzhly cxacting with regard to tho
leadership, to check the attitudc of cach of the leaders towards tho
daily problems of party 1ifc as woll as in the decisive momonts of tho
struggle of your partye. On tho otkor hand, tho leadership must dcmand
of all tho mombors strictest disciplino in action. hoso who hesitate
must‘be left by tho waysidel! It is better to have a good sympathizer
than a bad party mombor.
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In the name of the thousands of fighters who, in the entire worls,
struggle unGer the most dlfflicult conditions for the liberation of the
oporessed, the Executive Committee of the Fourth International salutec
in you the plonsers of the emancipation of the Chilean masses. Go for~
ward, with courage, boldness and perseverance, and your victory is as-
sured :

Ion§ live the strong and unified Chilean Section of the Fourth
Internationall

Long live the world revolutionl

International Executive Committes
Vlorld Party of the Socialist
Revolution (IV. Int.)

Tune, 1941,

DISCUSSION .

Among the partisans of the Fourth International in the Argentine
& serious discussion is at present in progress with respect to two maj-
or questions which are in themselves interrelated. '

1~ The questlion of the attitude to be taken by the revolutioniste
n a semi~colonial country such es the Argontine towards the raging ime
perlalist war, and the slogans to bo employed in such ceses; and

2= The question of thc rnational problem as a whole in such coun-
tries, and the revolutionary solutlon of it. :

On the first qugtion,'some Argentine comrades heve raised the
-slogan of "neutrality", while othors, opnosing them, have confined
thomselves to o much too abstract agitation on the war qQuestion.

The first of the doocuments which follow is a statoment by the In-
tornational Executive Committee civing its views on tho use of the
"houtrality" slogan.

The second is a critical articlc by Comrade Marc Loris, a member
of the I.E+Ces, who talzes up some of the litorature on those subjocts
publlshed by various Argentine comrades subjecting it to an analysis in
the llght of the fundamontal theses adopted by our Internationul move=
mont in the past. Comrade Loris! article is meant only as the first
contribution in a perlod of discussion on theso questions, in the coursc
of which we hope %o brinf contributions from comrades holding opposing
or similar views in ths Argentine, in othor latin-American countries,
as woll as in the International in genoral.

Tho importance of the questions and tho constantly now conditions
under which they are being posod makes necossary a thorough-going dis-
cussion before any decision is arrived ate The I.E.C. nroposes to con-
duct this discusslon freoly and as widely as possible, in the treditien-
al spirit Of democratic centralism.




ARGENTINE
CN THZ QUESTION OF THE SLOGAN OF NEUTRALITY,

l. The 1dea of neutrality is essentially an idea which the bour~
geoisie of small countries, crushed between competing imperizlists,
vairly attempt to achieve. In almost every small country in the world,
as well as in somi-colonial countries, the bourgeoisie is divided into
ithree sections with reference to the question of its particivation in
the imperiallst war: one - a section of the bourgecisie favoring Ameri-
can-English imperialism; two - a section favoring German imperislism;
three - a section desiring to be neutral in the strusgle between these
two imperlalist contenders. It is only under verr special circumstances
that the bourgeoisie of a small countrv and of a semi-colonial country
can actually be neutral. In general, 1t is sucked into the maelstronm
on the side of one or the other of the imperialist powers.

For the proletariat or any section of the proletariat to support
‘the idea of neutrality and to issue 1% as 2 slogan would succeed only
in tylng 1tself up with that section of the bourzeoilsie hooing and
praying that the war would leave it alones In spite of evory attempt
that is made to give the ldea of neutrality some content which would
distinguish 1ts use by the proletariat from its use by any section of
the bourgeoisie, it would inevitably lead to a blunting of distinction
betweon the revolutionary proletarian party and that section of the
bourgeolsie advocating neutrality. It certainly would not distinguish
the attitude of the revolutionar:s vroletariat from the 2ttitude of that
-section of the bourgeoisie.

2« The concept of neutrality tends to become a purely legalistic
one. The idea 1s fosteored that a neutral nation can bc impartial in &
struggle between two imperialist ovowers. By impartial it is meant that
whatever it permits one power it will also normit the othsr power. It
completely lacks a spirit of strugzle against both imperialist camps.
In its apparent attitude of indiffercnce to the victory of cither of
the canps, thorc cannot be dstectcd the proletarian attitude that both
camps aroc in roality ono and tho same and must be destroved.

It goes without saying, of course, that the forces of the Fourth
Intornational can never bo neutral in a struggle betwoen a colonial
poople or a semi-colonial veoplo against an imporialist vower. Wo un-
derstand vory woll that those comredes who use the slogan of noutralits
éo not mean that they would be neutral in such 2 case. And we also
understand that they are opposod to both rival imperialist vowers. But
we insist that tho slogan doos not in eny way indicate the nocessity of
a struzglo against all imporialist robbers. Neutrality is not the word
which wo can accopt, nor is tho idea of noutrality the idea that we can
accept for the nrolotariat. The slogan of neutrality is at best con-
ducive to a passivo rolec which docs not further tio struggle against
imperialism. A slogan of such a natwro, therofore, is not & slogan thet
the Fourth International can accept.

3+ Tho rovolutionary mrtics of the South American countries, the
secctions of the Fourth International of tho South Amorican countrics,
must utilizo such slogans which will mobilizo tho workers and ncasants
of thosc countrios against all imporialisms.
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Our slogens at any given time must be such as to point oub the
nain dangser for the small nation of & colonial or semi~colonial naiwe.
While sit%acking not by neutrality, but br an active anti-imperialist
strugegle, imperialism in general, it must noint to the mein imperislist
danrcey of the moment. In this case Yankee imperialism is lining up &1l
of Zetin-America for its own ends. Ve must attack Asprican imperial-
ism cbove 81l. The nroletaria}t must sharvly distinguish itself from

its c¢wn bourgeolisie which nlays the game of neutrality only to give it-
Seaf roon to bargain for more of the spoils of imperialist exnleitation,
cor, which sells itself outright for a price to one of the powers. To-
day it i3 fmerican imperialism that is being aided by the latin-Ameri-
can bourgeocisle., This ald under the guise of defense of democracy
against fascism, muzt be exposed and attacked by our forcess It must
be made clear thet only br the alliance of the latin-Anerican masses
with the American proletariat can both the native bourgeoisie and the
Amgrican imperialists be defeated in their common machinetions to keep
the Letin-American neoples in subjection.

As substitutes for the slogan of neutrality we sugrest:
"Down with Impermaliat.Waf“

"Down with Yankee Imperialism"

"Azainst e€ll Imperislist Exploiters"

"Por a United Socialist Latin-America"

Y¥ay, 1941 I.E.C.

A IETTER TO THE COMRADES IN THE ARGENTINE
Deay Comrades,

The intornational leadership is attentively f£dllowing the discus-
3ion now taking vplace among youe This discnmssion of the revolutionarsy
problems of your country is extremely imporiant for the fubture of our
movement, not only in the Argentine but in the whole of Istin-America.
In the last analysis it is of interest to all colonial and semi-colo-
nial countries, that is to throe-quarters of our planet. The Interna-
tional will be unable to make a useful intervention uniil the time when
nore detailed documents are presented by bhoth groups. Thus, though tho
author of this lettor is a member of the International Exccutive Com-
mittee, tho following lihes have & porsohal characior and only the
author 1s, of coursc, responsiblo for them. :

I Yave just finished reading two namphlets: "The Argontine and
the Vorld War" (Ia Argzontinc fronte & la guorra mundial), published
by tho Rcvolutionary Workers' Group (Grupo Obrero Revolucionario), and
"The Fourth International and the Strugglo Against Imporialism" (Ia
IV Internacional y la lucha contra ¢l imporialismo), br Comrade Jorss
Jagoss The two documents are qulte differont. One of -thom is a col-
loction of articles published over & period of six months, and the
othor 1s a draft thoses. You may be certain that when roading them I
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never lost sight of this Gifference in nature. However, the twc docu-
ments outline political persvectives, propose slogens and so are both
justifiably subject to criticism.

I shall begin with the central qQuestion, concerning national emen-
civrtion. 1In the pamphlet of the G.0.R., national emancipation apnears
as & slogan abstracted from any concrete reality and consequently cmp-
ty. The tone of the entire namphlet 1s indicated by the following
lines: "The Argentine, like all colonial and semi-colonial countries
must not go into a strusgle at the side of and in the service of 1is
conquerors, but must become & free country. This is the question.”

(La Argentine, como todos los paises colonlales y semlcolonialiles, no
debe ir & luchar rl lado y al servicio de sus doninadores, sino llegar
a ser un pais libre. De 850 es lo que se trata.) But what does &

free country" mean? The author of the pamphlet attempts to explain

1t in ths following lines: "let us agitate on behalf of the Argentine
itself, so that our people can talte control of all the foreign indus~
trial enterprises, great public utllity companies, agricultural socie=-
ties and banks which are now dominating us and sucking us dry," (Haga-
mos agitacion en favor de la propia Argontine, para qus passh a poder
de nuestro vueblo todas las grandos companias de serviclos publicos,
empresas industriales, sociedades asricolas y bancos sxtranjeros que
actualmente nos esquilman y dominan.) I am assuming thet the adjective
"foreisn" refers to all the nouns followinz it -- public utilities, in-
dustrial enterprises, agricultural socletles and banks. And the na-
tional bourgeoisle? What is meant by the formula "our peovle can take
control" This is part of the considerably out-of-date and worn=-out
arsenal of all the petty-bourgeols demugoguese. Does the author imagine
that the proletarian revolutlon can be recognized benesth this catch-
venny phraseology? The pamphlet also asnealks of tho Argentinian economy
which 1s "distorted™ br imporialist oppression. Would it be & question
of "restoring" Argentinien oconomy, of making it “normalt Within the
framework of imperialist capitalism 1s 1t possible to hope for 1t to
follow & harmonious course of devclopmont? Even in his own time lMarx

idiculed thosg petty~-bourgsols dreamers like Sismondl who wished to
oliminato the "bad parts" of capitalism. Today it 1s cven less nossilb-
lo o0 correct the "excessos" of imperialism. The author of the Gs0Re.
pamphlet novor explicitly exprosses such & persnective, but all his
formulas inevitably suggost it to the reador. And this is, in the full
sonse of thc word, a reformist norspoctivo. )

Tho quotation I have given above begins with the words: "Iet us
agltato on belalf of the Argontine itself, so that our peonle can tako
controlesectcese” I shall ignorc the chauvinist character of the ex=-
prossion. What is meant by tho formula "Let us cgitatesss"? This
formula, - and this is the ossential defoect of the pamphlet - facos
two wayse. Agltction may moan the oxercize of pressure, which is a
purocly roformlst solutione Or agzin it may be revolution, and noces-
sarily a proletarian rovolutlon, But in that casc why not say so
clearly? Would wo bo decciving tho national bourgeolsie, or our potty-
bourgoois.allios? Alas, all past exporionce shows that such methods
doceive no one but the proletariat. Towards the end of tho pamphlet
tho following phrase is found:"...achiove national omancipation by way
of the oxpropriation without indomnificatlon and the nationalization
of tho banks, businoss ontorprisos, ctce.se" (lozrar 1a liboracion
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nacional & traves de la expropriacion sin indemnizacion ¥ nacionaliza-
cion de 193 bancos, empresas, etces..) ilere all the real relationships
are turned upside-down. The last nart of the phrase refers to thes pro-
letarian revolution (once again, why not call it by its name?), and
this proletarian revolution is presented as the instrunent, the means
of national emancipationl Many years ago Lenin once wrote: "VWe must
subordinate the demand for national self-determination to the interests
of the prcletarisn struggle. It is precisely in this that the diffor-
ence is found between our manner of vosing the national question and
the bourgecis-denocratic manner." Here are & few lines that must be
soriously reflected onl All petty-bourgeois movements {Pilsudsky,
Yasaryk, etc.: thoy are innumerable) seek, or did seel, to subordinete
the class strugslo to ths national movemonte Lenin wants to utilize
the national oppression &85 an auxiliary instrument of the aroletarisn

"

revolution. We st chooso between Masarvyk's wars and Lenin's way §

The author of the G.O0.R. pamvhlet, alasg, is embarking on tho former
rother than on the latteor. For him national emencipation becomes an
cmnipresent and omnipotent ontity which subordinates everything to it-
self, including tho proletarien revolution. A smull detail is rather
signiflcant: throurhout the thirtry-nine pagos of the pamohlet I did

not onco encountor the words "socialisa" or "soclalist" (except for
només of parties). No -=- all this is far away, very far away from Marx-
ism,.

As to the means of action of the working-class the pamphlet says
only a few words which, unfortunately, reveal tho greatest confusion.
Acoording to ths pemphlot the proletariat must "domand the formation
of & United Prolotarian Front" (exigir la formeclon de un Fronte Unico
Prolotario). Botweon whom and whom? A united front is & tomporary
agreoment betweon two or more vnarties, to attain certain specific ob-
joctivose. Which are these partiest Vhat are tho objoctivos? Nothing
is known about ite. In reality the brochure proscnts the united frong
(onco mgain: botwoon whom and whom?) as a substitute for the rovolue
tionary party,

Not only in the national quostion, but even on all the problems
it touchos the pamphlet of tho G.0.R. skirts roformisnm incessantly. I
shall tako & last example. The pamphlot -states: “"The govornment has
sont to the congress a draft of & houtrality law with the object of
controlling tho activities of the "fifth column." There would bo noth-
ing to objoct to 1f this law roally did have such an object for its nur=~
poso and ifvee0bCess” (E1 gobiorno ha cnviado al congroso un projocto
o loy do noutralidad con ol f£in do controlar las sctividades de la
'quinte columna." Nada tondria que objetarsec sc osa loy tuviera nor I in
rocalmonto t81 nropnosito ¥ sfieee0tcess) No = thoro is no rovolutionary
language horé. Tho bourgoois state can nover ’really have such an ob-
joct" and wo do not roquire it to havo, bocause wo know its class na-
turc too wolle To nut a stop to tho fasecist rabble we havo owr own
woapons, tho workors! militim, and tho arming of the prolotariai,

On thoe question of national omonclpation and the rolationships be-
twoon imveriallsm and tho netional bourgooisic Jorrze Lapgos! draft tho=-
3638 says many corroct things which complote and quito of ten corrcct the
GsORe namphlcte But - but too much of tho bost may be bad, Comrade

703 falls into a soriocs of orrors which may bo classifiod undor tho

gonoral hcadinz of soctarianism,
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Thus, he states: "We Trotskyites have always denled the existence
of feudalism or of feudal survivals in the Argentine countryside.” (Les
Trotskistas hemos regado slempro la existencis de feudsalism o de super-
vivencias feudales en el campo argentino.) . No, Comrade Lagos, this
isn't correct. The Trotskyites may heve denied that, bubt In that case
they were wrong and it is not an action that makes them deserve the
name of Trotskyltes. Even ln the great capitalist countries there is
no lack of feudal swurvivals. The revolution in England will have to
Smash the monarchy. This doesn't mecn that & bourgeois revolution is
on the order of the day in England. JIt simply means that even in the
most 'advanced" great limperiallst countries the bourgeoisie is incapa-
ble of realizing its own dembcracys There is no lack of feudal surviv-
als in the countryside even in the most *pasically capitalist country,
the United States. Without ever having been in the Argentine I am cer-
vain that your statement is incorrect, Comrade lagos. Of course, the
law of the transformation of quantlty into quality retains its full val-
ue here. It 1s not a Qquestion of replacing the proletarian revolution
with the bourgeols revoluilone But it 1s up %o the proletarian revolu-
tion to solve bourgeols-demoeratic tasks whic¢h the most advanced bour-
geolsle has been unable and is unable to solve. Thid is an extremely
important point for our propaganda and our agitation.

The same sectarian tendency is shown on the question of war. Come-
rade lagos writes: "War between cne of our countries (by this he means
the countries of Latin Ameriga) &nd one of the imperislist sectors
would be an imperialist war ? (Ilea guerra entre un o do nuestros paises
y uno de los scctores imperialistes sera una guerra imperialista.) This
formula is.theoretlcally falsq and politically dangerous. If the United
States eonters into a war =ngalnst Germany tomorrow and forces the Iatin
Amorican countries to follow it, the proletariat will of course be un~-
able to support such a war, beceuse the principle enemy at present, of
the Iatin American countries is not Hitler, but Roosevelit. But other
wars are possible botween & country of colonial type and an imperialist
country, wars of anti-imperialist defense. History is full of them,

At prescnt Chins 1s struggling against Japan. The proletariat cannot
romain indifferent in the face of such wars. Of goursec, tho fact that
the proletariat supports an oppressod country in its struggle against
an imporidlist power by noé . metns ilndicates that the revolutionary partr
idontifics 1ts program with that of its national bourgeoisic. But this
juestion has been clarified & number of times in the thooretical docu-
monts of the Fourth International, Comrade Imgos also mentions a war
botween two colénial countries.. It is impossible to give a general ro-
ply« Both couhtrlios may very woll bo agents of two diffcrent imperial-
ist bandits (the war between Bolivia and Paraguay) and in this case ov-
orything must bg done 1n order to transform tho war into a common strug-
glo against imperlelism. But it is also very possible that one of the
colonial cotntries may be 4 direct agent of onoe imperialism against a
coloninl country struzgling for its independence. In this way, for
exampleo, Japan might make use of Thailand against Chinae In such cascs
1% is nccessary on each ogcasion to make a sorious analysis of the con-
crote conditions. But it is impossible for tho proletariat simply to
turn i1ts back on 21l wars by placing them in one bag with tho trade-
mark “"imperialist war."
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Comrade ILagos! pauphlet also forgets the question of the
revolutionary narty in the Argentine. However correct political
theses may be, if they sre without an cxamination of the vroblems
of varty formation, they are like an unloaded gun. You may be
2ble to handle the gun and air very well, but vou will never cap-
ture the gane.

I c®nnot end this letter without a few remarks on the tone
of your nolemics, Argontinien comrades. In seneral wo .scarcely
have the habit of complainlng of the bitterness of controversies
and ve leave it to the centrists to mourn over too lively a tons
in disputes. But in your case the question is not of calming
down but of purifring. You're in the midst of discussing thoo-
retical questions of the greatest importance for vour future.

It would be futile to think yourselvos able to solve the pro-
blems in dispute by personal accusatlons that you can hardly
Justify to an outside observer, if indecd they are ever justi-
fiabled '

The decline of the old capitslist Eurone and the imper-
inlist exploslion of the United States constitutes for the coun-
trics of Latlin-America $he breaking down of their volitical and
economic equilihrium, that is to say, rovolutionarvy crises are
ripéning for thesc countries. They must soriously be prepared
for. Your discussion on the charactor of vour future rcvolu-
tion and on your tasks must be onc stop in this direction, end
this lotter has no other objcct than to seek tomether with vou,
and with the entirc International, for tho path which must leed
you %0 victory.

Revolutionary greetings,

Mare Loris

May 20, 1941.



IN THE JECTIONS

From time to time, we intend tc bring in this space reports of
activities of various seotlions of the Fourth Internstional. I must
be remembered that in view of conditions brought about by the present
World Wer, communications are very tenuous and take considerable time
in reaching us wherever they are established. In many cases, direct
contact 1s impossible and reports received are made only by second-
hand. However, we consider it important for the information of the
comrades, t0 present such material, even If it is ilncomplete, in
line with Internationalls{ spirit of the organization. ¢

LATIN AMERICA

Dus to the presence in Iatin America of a comrade who has in
the past collaborated with the International Executive Committee, we
have been fortunate in setting a series of detailed reports on tho
life, composition, and activities of the Fourth Internationalists
in the South Amerlcan comntries. The fivat of these, dealing with
the Argentlne, was made on the basls of information furnished by
responsible comrades of the Liga Obrera Sccialista and the Liga
Obrera Revolucionaria, the two groups affilizated with the Inter-
national in that ccun%ry. :

LIGA OFRERA SOCIALISTA

Strength: The Central Committee made careful distinction be-

tween syapathizers and regularly active dves-paying members.
the latter they claim groups in the Federal Gapitai, Ia Plata, Cor«
doba, Rosario, Sante Fe, and othors scattered. They claim many
sympathizers close enough to help sell thelr newspaper, contribute
for varlous party causses, etc. Thov sav there are hundreds of vague
sympathizers, but decline to oconsider tiem as such unless they show
more than mere emotional or intellectunl sympathye Regording these
figures, they stress that the movement in Argentina, 1Tke tho develop~-

ment of Arcentina itself, is held up by a tendency of nrovincial
- groups to consider themselves semi-autonomous, and that thev keep an
extraordinary effort to overcome this tendeney toward "fedesralization®
In favor of strict centralization, drawing provincial comrades into
the central work.

Social Composition: The L.0.S. claims about 70 percent of its
membership is working class, the rest being students, intellectuals,
and indeterminate elements. Principal trade union influence in Is
Plata, among the “frigorifico" workers. Admit that Quebracho group
(L.O.ﬁ.) has great advantage in adherence of Fossa and a Mendoza
tggdgignlon leader, but contend that he has no working class rank
a Se

Ieadership: The Le.0.S. has just passed through a series of cone-
vulsions In 1ts loadership, the Central Committee having beon twicc
changed in recent months. One convulsion was political: Milesi, as
you already know, in prepar1n§ a resaolution in a trade union, con-
demned Soviet aggression equally with Nazl aggression, bracketing
the two. Instead of a severs censure, with warning of expulsion on
the next occasion {there were, I believe, extenuating circumstances)
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the Central Committee expelled ¥ilesi from both the Central Committiec
and the League. (Milesi has full Shechtmanite position, cooperated
closely with Lebrun on his visit, though to little practical éffect).
With Milesi there resigned the few anti-defensists of the Le048s,
leaving the Ieague unanimously defensist.

The nresent leadersiip is very activist, relatively efficient.

Politlcal Position and Political Differences with the L.O.R.:
Full Fourtn Internationalist position, inc it ing uncompronising
defense of the UsSsSsRe Difference with the L.C.R. limited to ques~
tion of "Neutrality" and "National ILiberation" as slogans in South
American semi-coloniazl countries. For the formsl development on
the ir positlon on these points you already have copies of their

: . periodical,

internal discussion bulletins, and dirsct reports, (If I mav inject
e personal judgment here, the difference is not that of principle
but of application. Quebracho's use of the unexplained and unimple-~
mented slogan of "Neutrality" was ihcorrect; and the arrival of the
declaration on the subject by the I.E.C. was timely and will be, I
hope, effectives.)

On the other hand, the total rejection of "Neutrality" by the
LeOe8., not only as a .slogan but even as a talking-point, impresses
your observer as containing much sectarianism and ultra-leftism.

There 1s absolutely nc doubt in my mind, from personal observa-
‘tion here, that the desire for neutrality on the part of the Argen-
tine proletarist, rural workers, and large sectors of the petty~
bourgeolnsle, is passionate and profound. It seems to be that,
instead of troating the subjoct with a sweeping gesture of almost
oontemptuous dismissal, as the L.0«S. tends to do, that popular feel-
ing could be used as a starting polnt in an effective explanation to
the Argentine industrial and livestock workers of: (a) why tho
national bourgeoisie cannot by its nature be ermanently neutral and
keep Argentina out of "tThe Imperialist war; (b) why a passive attitude
- of mere neutrallty on the workers! part, involving as IE G66s roliance
on the national bourgeolsie, is not only ineffective, but against
thelr own interests and those of workers in the belligerent .
countries--that their natural desire not to be dragged into the im~
perialist blood bath can best be expressed and served by taking an
active position against both imperialist camps, etc., etce-~you can
Im&gine the otheripoIEEs. )

The new slogan now being adoptcd by the LeCeSe-~"Not a kilo of
meat, not & grain of wheat, for the imporialist powers{"--gseoms to
my judgment e very poor one. Its ultimate implscation--the develon-
ment of an internal South Amorican market--may bo sound enough; buk
a8s a slogan right now, when Argentina is in a terrible crisis pre-~
cisely on account of the loss of an cxport market for livestock and
cereals, a fact constantly in the forofront of evory industrial and
livestock worker!s thought, it seems to be overadvanced, and calcula~
ted to antagonize not only the backward strats of workers but even
the advanced sectors I also wonder what tho effect of such a slogan
gould be, if reported to them, on tho hungry workers of England and

rancs. .
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Similarly with tho guestion of "hational 1liberation." Quobracho
seems to mpply it mechanically; the L.0.5. secms to roject it so
thoroughly as to lose the benefit ol agitation about it.

Upon its differences with the L.O.R. on these two noints, the
Le0eSe was inflexiblo. Dach group should submit to the IE.Ce a
formal thesis stating its theoreticzl position, without any verson-
alities or o0ld rancors, and scc whethor on that basis the T«E.Ce-
would not bo able to reach a decision and give guldancoe.

Pogsibilities of Fusion: Ths L.0eSe. claims to deplore the con=
tinued exlstence of two groups in Argentinoc, to understand the dis-
advantages thercof, and to admire the Chilean fusion. But they claim
two thinzs absolutoly prcclude fusion at the present time: the poli=
tical differcances doscribed above; and tle poersonality of Quebracho,
Thoy paint him as distatorial, disloyal, undisciplined. Thoy do not
make hiz cxclusion from a unilied grcoup a condition of unification.

Hewspeapert Iniclal, with tho June 1 issuo, proposes to change
from & montnly %0 8 rortnightly. The L.0.S. claims finances arc
pledged, and appoarancoe will hc rozular. Presont circulation, 3,000.
Distribution scems somowhat confuscd, honce I cannot guaranteo how
many actually get into rcaders! hanlse

Trado Union Worlk: Believe the LeOeSe rccognizes 1%s supromo
importance, and trios to carry it oul; but my own improssion, on
first description, is that oubside of Ia Plata, it 1s very spotty
indoed. ILa Plata, howevor, is very lealthy.

LIGA OBRERA REVOLUCIONARIA

(If this scetién is shortor, it is not bocause I attribute loss
importahce to the LsO.R., but becau o many of the rclations betwoon
the LeOsS. and it have boon treated under tho former.)

Strongth: Tho LsOsR. claims groups in Buenos Airos, Mendoza,
Santifgo dci Estero, San Fernando, and Chaco. In addition, Quobracho
claims thai the Ia Plata group, dissatisfiod with the L.OeS., has
becomo autonomous, and formod & "united front" with the Le.OsR. "Hun-
dreds of sympathizors."

Expocts future growth to bc vory rapid indood.

Social Composition: GClaims practically all aro working class
clomohts, and furthormoro that they aroc mostly officors in thoir ro-
spoctive trado unionss Thesc prosent oach explainod his union:
principal onos soemod to bc construction, typographors, and wood-
workers. Sovoral addod that it was Possatl's rcturn from Mexico which
first posod problem of Fourth Intornational in Argontina in a practi-
cal way, turnod movement toward tho massos; prior to that timoc hed
boon "eafo rovolutionarios."

Political Position, and Political Differoncos with tho LeOeS.:
Full Four oa Intornational, including unconditional dofonsc of thioc
UeS«S.Re Liko the 1ibera£ion is too nrofound to permit unificationt
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i would be & bloce" Furthermorc, sevoral claimed, it yould be

cbsurd, in tho prescent corrclation of forccs, for a vital growing
zroup to fusc with & grouplos in full disintegration; much bvtter, Ly
continucd activity sido-by-side with that disintogration, to attract
the noalthy olemonis of tho LeOeS. into tho LeCaRe

On tho Quostion of clarifying matters in tho I.E.C. .by submitting
a formal thesis on the gquostions of noutrality and national liberation,
thore was considerable difference of opinion as to tho advisability
of such & step, though nobody could produce any very good rocason
against ite Asked nuroly anofficially which of threc courscs thoy
would prefor (1) continulng the situatlon as it now is, (2) ovening
nogotiations to discuss thoe possible basis for wnification, or (3)
asking tho I.E«C. for rosognition of onc or the otier group on the
basis of tho formal presontation of political positions by moans of
thesos--tFoy werc in considerable majorlty for continuing as thoy
woro; but, while opposcd $0 any discusgion with tho L.0eS., many saw
no objection to tho submission of a thosis to tho I.E.C. anywaye

Pogsibilitios of Fusion: Troatod DOV e

Newsoaper:s Undor i1ts now nams, Iucha Obrera, has claimod pross«
run o 5,000, often ilncroased to 7,00C &and 10,000 on spocial oocasions.
Monthly.

This is a puroly proliminary first roport. You will readily
¢bserve, by 2 confrontation of tho statomonta of the two groups,; that
thev arc 2ot varianco on almost overy point, ospocially momborship -
ond activitye It will bo nocossary to chock a fow of thoso pointse
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