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preached the message of Hanoi and
Peking.”

Army and police teams photographed
King at a prayer march at Arlington
Cemetery on February 6, and then used
the pictures for dart practice. Later that
month, an .intelligence report noted:
“Indications from reliable source are
MLK will be .in Memphis to support
union striking city.” When a March 28
demonstration for striking Memphis san-
itation workers was attacked by cops,
leaving one black youth dead and 60
injured, the FBI used this to warn that
“acts. of so-called non-violence advo-
cated by King cannot be controlled. The
same thing could happen in his planned
massive civil disobedience for Washing-
ton in April.” ‘

As King returned to Memphis on April
3, he was shadowed by the 1ilth MIG.
Also in Memphis, on an “unknown
mission,” was an “Operation Detach-
ment Alpha 184 Team” of Green Berets.
Tompkins’ research could account for
only eight members of the usual com-
plement of twelve on this team. The fol-
lowing afternoon, King was shot dead.
Hundreds of thousands-of blacks took to
the streets in outrage, as America’s inner
cities went up in flames. Congressmen
looking out of the Capitol Building in

Washington, D.C. could see the smoke

spiraling skyward.

Feds and Klan
Go Hand in Hand

One way or another, Martin Luther
King was a victim of the very forces on
whom he preached reliance. While urg-
ing the black masses to “turn the other
cheek,” King appealed for the organized
violence of the capitalist state to be used
in the service of reforming an unreform-
able system of racist oppression. He

AP

Birmingham, 1963: As police chief Bull Connor unleashed his stormtroopers
against civil rights protests led by Martin Luther King, Army Intelligence U-2

spy plane flew overhead.

looked to the cops even to quell hlack
rebellion. When the Los Angeles ghetto
of Watts exploded in the summer of ’65,
King despicably declared, “It was nec-
essary that as powerful a police force as
possible be brought in to check them.”

Indeed, the cops and troops were used
exclusively to check black unrest. When
Birmingham police chief Bull Connor
unleashed his stormtroopers against
King’s protests in 1963, the Kennedy
White House sent in 3,000 troops-only
after black demonstrators started defend-
ing themselves against the racist thugs.
Despite occasional token reforms and lip
service to black rights, the capitalist gov-
ernment—at every level-—worked hand
in hand with the Dixiecrat segregation-
ists and racist mobs, from FBI Klan “in-
formant” Gary Rowe, who was complicit
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in the 1964 Birmingham church bombing
and the 1965 murder of civil rights activ-
ist Viola Liuzzo, to the feds’ role in the
1979 KKK massacre of five Greensboro
leftists.

Several months after King’s murder,
then attorney general (and current lib-
eral darling) Ramsey Clark gleefully
reported to his boss, Lyndon B. Johnson,
that the predicted summer of violence
which King’s march was to have trig-
gered never happened. Far from being a
“rogue operation,” the whole FBI/Army
vendetta against King was tied to the
White House through the Interdivisional
Unit set up by Clark in 1967. Clark’s
chief liaison with Yarborough was War-
ren Christopher, now Clinton’s secretary
of state. (Clark and Christopher furiously
denied involvement until confronted
with internal memos they had written.)
And from the massacre of an integrated
religious commune in Waco to the
police-state occupation of South-Central
L.A. last spring, the capitalist govern-
ment’s war against black America
remains in high gear.

King’s death coincided with the demise
of the liberal movement he embodied,
whose reliance on the Democratic Party
of war and racism hit a dead end when
they tried to tackle the economically
entrenched segregation in the North. In
the end, he was a victim of the system
he tried loyally to serve. As we noted in
1986, “If the FBI did not pull the.trig-
ger, they fueled the social climate that
spawned the vermin like James Earl Ray.
King tried. to serve both the oppressed
and the oppressor, but the latter would
not accept a dual loyalty.” m
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Clinton’s Welfare “Réfo

Yuppie Racism in Action

From medieval Europe to fascistic
mercenaries today, “Kill them all, let god
sort them out,” has been the battle cry
of barbarism. This could also be the in-
scription on the plans by the racist rulers
of Americato, in the words of Democratic
president Bill Clinton, “end welfare as
we know it.” Fourteen million people—
over three-quarters of them children, the
majority desperately poor blacks and His-
panics for whom the current meager, sub-
poverty welfare benefits “guarantee” a
life of starvation and raw misery—now
face getting cut off without a cent.

This is a prescription for “Genocide
U.S.A.”—the headline of our article on
the 1988 “workfare” law which Clinton
is aiming to enforce with a cruel ven-
geance. As we wrote at the time: “The
aim of this legislation is to see to it that
layers of the minority population die,
because this decrepit capitalist system no
longer needs them” (WV No. 463, 21
October 1988). Today, “two years and
out” is the rallying cry of the yuppie
racist Democrats in the White House.
During the first two years, welfare recip-
ients will be required to enroll in edu-
cation and job training programs. After
that, chop—get a job or starve.

But there are. no jobs. By official
count, which is only the tip of the ice-
berg, there are nine million unemployed.
In 1992, 1,500 jobs were eliminated
every day. Of those “lucky” enough to
have employment, over one-quarter of
the U.S. labor force is employed in what
is euphemistically called “contingent
work”—otherwise known as temporary
or part-time jobs. Meanwhile, some 15
million full-time workers have yearly
earnings that are below the poverty level.
This is the bankrupt capitalist “market-
place” into which the racist rulers pro-
pose to dump some five million welfare
mothers who have few if any skills.

As a measure of the viciousness of
the current “welfare reform” proposals,

the immediate targets
are the most destitute
recipients of Aid to
Families with Depend-
ent Children (AFDC).
Newsweek (13 Decem-
ber) lays it out: “The
reformers’ real target
is the minority of
AFDC families—esti-
mates range from 1.5
million to 2 million
households—who stay
on welfare for eight
years or more. As a
group these welfare
mothers represent the
poorest of the poor—
the least educated and )
least employable women in America.
Many are inner-city blacks.”

Those, who are unable to find a job
will be pressed into ‘“‘community ser-
vice.” One recalls Ebenezer Scrooge’s
retort in Dickens’ A Christmas Carol
when asked to give money for the poor:
“Are there no workhouses?” A more
American image than that of the inden-
tured labor houses of Victorian England
is that of -the Southern chain gangs of
black prisoners breaking rocks. The
modern-day equivalent of slave labor
will pay no more than current welfare
payments, which on average amount to
less than 50 percent of the official pov-
erty line in the U.S. (In Clinton’s home
state of Arkansas, which he holds up as
a “model” for welfare reform, AFDC
benefits are less than 25 percent of fed-
eral poverty income!)

00D &
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The “Republicrats”

Echoing Clinton’s “two years and out”
plan, the Republicans have their own wel-
fare reform plan which they dub “tough
love.” Obscenely calling it “a compas-
sionate idea that would give the down-
trodden the incentive to change,” they

propose to raise money for training pro-
grams by cutting food programs and bar-
ring immigrants from welfare benefits.
Any single mother who is unable or
unwilling to identify the father of her
children will get cut off immediately. The
Republicans’ ultraright black spokesman
Charles Murray put it baldly: “I want to
cut everything. [ want to get rid of food
stamps, subsidized housing—all of it.”

Clinton says Murray has the “right
diagnosis” but the “wrong prescription.”
But the Democrats’ sometimes efforts to
give their “welfare reform” plans a
“kinder, gentler” image—by promising
real job training programs, childcare and
education—are a cynical sham. This is
a bipartisan war on the poor. It represents
the consensus of the entire capitalist
class, a supreme expression of Gore
Vidal’s statement that there is only one
party in America, the property party, with
two right wings.

Clinton recently gave the nod to Wis-
consin’s Republican governor Tommy
Thompson to impose a two-year limit
on AFDC benefits starting in January.
Recipients will be required to work for
their benefits in the second year and then
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it’s over, no more cash, not even the offer
of continued slave labor for the “com-
munity.” Another member of the Clinton
“welfare reform team™ is Michigan’s
Republican governor, John Engler, who
cut 83,000 people off the general assis-
tance rolls in that state in 1991. Only 8
percent found any work and those jobs
they.found paid on average $120/week!
Some 21 percent of these “able-bodied
adults” had chronic physical or mental
problems. Over 35 percent lost their
homes, tripling the number of beds in
Detroit’s homeless shelters. Engler is a
quintessential capitalist bloodsucker. Of
those he axed from the state’s welfare
rolls, many supplement whatever meager
-earnings they have by selling their blood
for $20 a pint.

In the 1980s, Reagan reviled the
“homeless who are homeless, you might
say by choice.” Now Clinton declares
that the poor are poor by. choice, arguing
that his “welfare reform” will “remove
the incentive for staying in poverty” and
“reinforce the work ethic”! Playing on
this theme of the moral turpitude of the
poor, a column in the Los Angeles Times
(22 November) with the Orwellian head-
line, “Pull the Plug on Welfare to Solve
Poverty,” asks: “by what moral logic
should a taxpayer be asked to give a
part of his earnings to sustain a child

fathered by.a young man who disappears, '

leaving mother and child wards of the
state?”

This is truly perverse. It is the U.S.
government that makes receipt of AFDC
benefits contingent on there being no
“man in the house”! And when a HUD
task force proposed to continue welfare
payments with a father present, there was
a howl of outrage from the same racist
crowd that blames poverty on the break-
sdown of the black family and “deadbeat
dads.” In fact, the rise of single welfare
mothers in the inner cities coincides
directly with the disappearance of* jobs
for black men—who were among the
first to get axed in the massive layofts
of the *80s.

Portraying the “nation’s five million
welfare families as an. indolent lot
in need of a moral tonic,” Republi-
can conservative Newt Gingrich pro-
nounced, “You can’t maintain civil-
ization with 12-year-olds having babies
and 15-year-olds killing each other and
17-year-olds dying of AIDS” (New York
Times, 11 November). So after bilking
the economy, deindustrializing the coun-
try, eliminating jobs wholesale, smash-
ing unions and turning the inner cities
of America into vast urban wastelands
of poverty, disease and death, the rulers
now deride the poor as “uncivilized.”

The “New Democrats”

The Economist (13 March) noted that
in the 1992 election campaign “welfare
reform, and especially Mr. Clinton’s
embrace of a two-year time-limit' on
receiving assistance” together with sup-
port for the death penalty “were among
the most powerful symbols that he was
a ‘new Democrat’.” This year, Clinton,
who took time out of his campaign
schedule to personally supervise the exe-
cution of a brain-damaged black man in
Arkansas, donated the White House
Thanksgiving turkey to a children’s pet-
ting zoo grotesquely citing this as his
first “official pardon.”

A White House aide boasted, “‘Two
years and out’ always looked good in the
campaign.... Now that we’re here, we
have to be willing to say that nobody is
automatically entitled to the safety net.”
Indeed, in America the “safety” net has
been replaced by the dragnet. There’s no
money for welfare, but under Clinton’s
new racist “anti-crime” bill there’s mil-
lions for high-tech prisons, a hundred
thousand more cops and the electric chair.

This week a proposal by U.S. Surgeon
General Joyce Elders to legalize drugs
was met with an outcry of protest in
Washington. Why? Elders’ proposal is
eminently sane and rational. The decrim-
inalization of drugs would take the profit
and correspondingly much of the violent
crime out of dealing. But the rulers of
this country are insane and irrational.
While they scream about drug-related
crimes, the capitalists have a vested
interest in keeping drugs illegal precisely
because it provides the ratianale for
gearing up their machinery of death

- and repression aimed at keeping the

working class and oppressed cowed and
subservient.

Similarly, “welfare reform” is a broad-
side attack against all of the working
class. In their book, Regulating the Poor
(Random House, 1993) Frances Fox
Piven and Richard Cloward point out
that welfare recipients are to be treated
in a manner that is “so degrading and
punitive as to instill in the laboring
masses a fear of the fate that awaits them
should they relax into beggary and pau-
perism. To demean and punish those who
do not work is to exalt by contrast even
the meanest labor at the meanest wages.”
" In racist America, where labor and
wages are only getting meaner and leaner,
the overlay to preserving a system of
raw exploitation and oppression is the
black question. The forcible segregation
of the black population in this country
at the bottom of society has long been
wielded by the capitalist rulers of Amer-
ica as an effective club in retarding

working-class struggle. Once serving as
what Karl Marx called a “reserve army
of labor” to be brought in during eco-
nomic “booms,” under decaying Ameri-
can capitalism ghetto blacks are now
deemed to be a surplus population, an
“unprofitable” mass not worth even being
maintained at the most meager subsis-
tence level. :

The calls for “welfare reform™ are
openly racist, portraying blacks in the
inner . cities as a lazy and an immoral
drain on society, a burden which is cost-
ing “hard-working folks.” But in abso-
lute numbers the overwhelming majority
of the poor, the unemployed, the single
welfare mothers are white. The rulers
play the race card because that’s how
they think they can get away with the
further impoverishment of the entire
working class. ‘And they calculate that
the destitute masses of the inner cities
have no social power—a calculation
which is reinforced by the trade-union
misleaders.

These racist labor cops for the rule of
capital haven’t lifted a finger in defense
of the homeless and poor, many of
whom are the product of the trade-union
tops’ giveback contracts over the past
two decades which saw the “sacrifice”
of hundreds of thousands of jobs, mil-
lions in wages and the decline of union-
ized workers from 29 to 17 percent of
the labor force. Now the bureaucrats
complain that an influx of workers paid
at welfare level would threaten union
jobs. A labor movement worth its salt
would fight to organize the unemployed,
demanding a shorter workweek at no loss
in pay to spread the available work
around, union-run minority hiring and
upgrading programs, a massive public
works program at union wages, welfare
payments at a living rate—for a start.

The way out of the all-sided des-

'peration, ‘union-busting, poverty, home-

lessness and racist genocide that is
today’s America is through sharp and
hard-fought working-class struggle. The
working people created all the wealth
of this country; to claim the fruits of
their labor and employ it to the benefit
of the majority of society requires break-
ing the power of the bourgeoisie. The
working class has the numbers, the
organization and the power to do this.
What it lacks is the revolutionary con-
sciousness and leadership to do it. For
that we need a workers party, one that
doesn’t “respect” the property rights of
the capitalist rulers, one that will fight
as a tribune of all the oppressed, that
will organize the power of labor in its
own .interests and for its own rule
through socialist revolution. m
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Defend the Right to Bear Arms

Clinton Whips Up Hysteri
Over “Assault Weapons”

“Remember that the musket...is better

than all mere parchment guarantees of

liberty.”

—Frederick Douglass, 1863

For years the federal, state and local
governments have been sniping away at
the Second Amendment to the U.S. Con-
stitution, which supposedly guarantees
the right to “keep and bear arms.” But
now Clinton and Congress have let loose
with both barrels in a full-scale assault
on this fundamental constitutional safe-
guard under the guise of an “anti-crime”
bill.

They are taking aim at the heart of the
Second Amendment, threatening to dis-
arm the masses at a time of increasing
social discontent, while the government
is arming itself to the teeth—boasting of
plans te put 100,000 more cops on the
streets. The anti-gun hysteria, like the
government’s “war on drugs,” is aimed
squarely at minorities and all working
people.

This newest gun ban is part of the
Omnibus Crime Bill, a draconian meas-

i
Reuters

ure which will spend billions of dollars
on super-prisons and racist boot camps
for black and Hispanic youth, while
greatly expanding the number of federal
crimes carrying the death penalty. And
to drive home the racist character of the
state’s legal lynching, Congress voted
down a measure to allow death row pris-
oners to challenge their death sentence
on the grounds of racial discrimination.

By a narrow margin of two votes, the

.House approved a bill on May 5 which

would ban 19 specific semiautomatic
“assault weapons” including the civilian
versions of the most widely known mil-
itary rifles, the Russian Kalashnikov
AK-47 and the American M-16, and any
“copies or duplicates.” Moreover, an
elastic clause would also ban any “semi-
automatic rifle that has an ability to
accept a detachable magazine” and at
least two other military features, such as
a folding stock, a pistol grip, a bayonet
mount, a threaded barrel which could
accept a flash suppressor, or a grenade
launcher. A broad category of semiauto-

Bowmer/AP
Left: Clinton inspects “assault weapons” with BATF director John Magaw. Right: Gun control, FBI-style, at religious
commune near Waco. Government-unleashed firestorm killed 86 innocent men, women and children.

matic pistols with military features
would also be banned, along with mag-
azines capable of accepting more than
ten rounds of ammunition. In short, the
bill——which apparently will be passed by
a House-Senate conference—enables the
government to bar all civilian access to
standard, effective combat arms.

There is another sinister purpose to
their capricious definitions of what is an
“assault weapon.” It allows for a selective
proscription of firearms in the future, and
selective legal persecution of those
declared enemies by the state. And of
course the cops will remain armed to the
teeth, as will the company gun thugs and
scabherding outfits increasingly used
against strikers from the New York Daily
News workers to West Virginia coal min-
ers. The capitalists’ private security
forces are heavily armed, including with
machine guns.

An Armed People

The bill passed with the help of some
last-minute arm-twisting and fallacious
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propaganda by the Democratic White
House. In a letter to “hunters and sports-
men,” Clinton argued that there was a
“difference between a firearm used for
hunting and target shooting and a
weapon designed to kill people,” and
went on to assert that the to-be-banned
weapons are the “weapons of choice for
drug dealers, gangs, and terrorists.”
Parroting their president, the New York
Times (3 May) editorialized that assault
weapons “are not sporting weapons; they
have no legitimate civilian purpose.” This
is a complete straw man, a-deliberate
smokescreen for a sneak attack on the
Constitution. The Second Amendment
was not enacted to protect hunting, per-
sonal self-defense, sports, hobbies or rec-
reation, and they know it. The Amend-
ment, ratified in 1791, was clearly
intended to ensure a people’s militia:

“A well regulated Militia, being neces-
sary to the security of a free State, the
right of the people to keep and bear
Arms, shall not be infringed.”

For the framers of the Bill of Rights,
only an armed people could be a free
people.

The first ten amendments to the Con-
stitution comprise the Bill of Rights,
about which Thomas Jéfferson wrote to
James Madison in December 1787, “A
bill of rights is what the people are enti-
tled to against every government on
earth.” .- The Second Amendment was
intended to create militias based on
an armed people equipped with mili-
tary arms to fight against the perceived
enemies of the time, including a despotic

government. In the 18th century this

meant the use of a musket; today this

certainly would center on full/semi-
automatic rifles, which are the standard
infantry weapons.

As we wrote in “Revolutlon and the
Right to Bear Arms’:

“The constitutional right is not about
hunting or target practice; the American
colonial revolutionaries wanted the
whole people armed, including with mil-
itary arms, in order to be able to kill
British soldiers, and to forestall the threat
of any standing army, which they rightly
regarded as the bane of liberty and the
basis of tyranny....

“In the state conventions which ratified
[the Constitution], a ‘militia’ was under-

stood to mean the armed people, not.

a ‘select’” militia like the present-day
National Guard.... The right to ‘keep and
bear arms’ was universally recognized as

an individual right. As Patrick Henry -

summed it up, ‘The great object is, that
every man be armed’.”
—WV No. 475, 14 April 1989
The: present rulers of America shudder
at the idea of effective weapons in the
hands -of the masses of this country——
especially the black masses. That is why

. they seek to undo the safeguards of pop-

ular liberty that are a heritage of their
“own” revolution. So they are precisely
targeting military weapons.

Their attack onthe Second Amendment
is a significant change in the rights of
citizens relative to the government. The
move to disarm the populace would trans-
form everyone into second-class citizens.
This is no recent American peculiarity.
A book on the history of Yugoslavia notes
that in the Ottoman Empire:

“Christians in areas under Ottoman
dominion remained second-class sub-
jects. They were prohibited, for example,
from riding horses, carrying weapons,
and wearing certain types of clothing,

Alonzo Chappel
American militia at 1775 Battle of Lexington against British troops: Second
Amendment protected right of the people to bear arms as guarantee against
tyranny.

and their choice of occupation and free-

dom of movement were severely

limited.”

— Aleksa Dijilas, The Contested
Country (1991)

« When the Bill of Rights was adopted
in 1791, the right to bear arms was
granted to every citizen. At the time, a
“citizen” was understood to be an
English-speaking Protestant farmer who
owned his own land; other categories
were treated as second-class, at best. And
it was the first-class citizen who was
supposed to be armed. Nowadays, with
blacks, women, Catholics, Native Amer-
ican Indians, Mexicans and others assert-
ing their equal rights, the country’s rulers
want to ensure that everyone but the
Praetorian.guards of the government are
second-class citizens. So the Second
Amendment stands in sharp contradic-
tion to present-day reality, and now there
is a move to gut it

The “Aésault Gun” Hoax

To whip up public hysteria, the poli-
ticians of both parties and the pliant
media are using every trick in the book.
They talk about assault weapons which
“spray” bullets like a “machine gun,”
but in reality such automatic weapons
(which continue firing bullets as long as
the trigger is pulled) have been tightly
regulated since 1934. Today’s civilian
versions of military assault weapons are
only “semiautomatic” (one bullet fired
for each pull of the trigger). Then they
intone, like Democratic Congressman
Charles Schumer, a leading sponsor of
the gun ban, that “these are guns that
were fashioned for no other purpose
than to kill” (New York Times, 5 May).
It’s really no news that guns were
designed to kill people, and there’s no
basis for arguing that “assault weapons”
are more deadly than hunters’ rifles—
the latter often fire more powerful
cartridges!

The most abused argument is the alle-
gation that “assault weapons” have
become the “weapons of choice” for
criminals. The most oft-used “fact” of
the anti-gun nuts is that the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (BATF)
“estimates that only one of every 100
guns in this country is an assault-type
weapon,” but “in the bureau’s criminal
investigations, seven of every 100 guns
its agents trace turn out to be such weap-

ns” (New York Times, 5 May). But
“trace” turns out to mean any tracking
of a gun by the BATF snoops, not nec-
essarily because it was used in a crime.
After all, the T-men’s aim is not to “stop
crime” but to enforce a stare monopoly
of effective violence.




Even the cops” own figures give the
lie to the gun control propaganda. The
percentage of guns seized by the police
in alleged crimes which are “assault
weapons” ranges from zero in New York
City in 1992 to a high of 3.9 percent of
seized guns in Oakland in 1990 (“The
Assault Gun Hoax.” by Edgar A. Suter,
M.D. in Fighting Firearms, Spring
1994). And the National Rifle Associa-
tion (NRA) notes in its latest pamphlet
that semiautomatic’ assault ritles are
“involved in less than one-half of one
percent of violent crimes™ and “guns
with military cosmetics are rarely seen
much less seized in connection with
crime.”

The fact is that assault rifles are too
unwieldy for street crime and they’re not
concealable—the common gun crime is
usually done with an ordinary pistol,
though wealthy drug dealers might pre-
fer more menacing machine-pistols with
large-capacity magazines. (In fact, the
easily converted TEC-9 of Miami Vice
fame may inflate the crime statistics for
“assault weapons.™)

The present bill, the latest in a series
of hysterical attacks on “‘assault weap-
ons,” was triggered by the brutal slaying
of eight people at a law firm in down-
town San Francisco last July. It was, in
the words of the bills author, Demo-
cratic Senator Dianne Feinstein, in “a
very secure building. a nice office build-
ing” (San Francisco Examiner, 8 May).
Instead of the victims being black
or Hispanic, this time influential white
yuppie lawyers got blown away by a
madman in  their own offices. Inci-
dentally, the murderer might have been
stopped dead if anyone had had a defense
weapon, but they didn’t.

Gun Control Kills Blacks -

The key here is racism. This is the
same Feinstein who tried to fly the Con-
federate flag of slavery at San Francisco
City Hall in 1984 when she was mayor,
and got off posing like a SWAT cop in
her black jumpsuit. “Dixie Dianne” was
foiled by a supporter of the Spartacist
League and Labor/Black League for
Social Defense who tore down the ban-
ner of racist terror—swice. Defenders of
the Second Amendment right to bear
arms are often portrayed in the media as
right-wing racist “gun nuts.” An ignorant
and malicious article in the New York
Times (23 May) says that the NRA
“has traditionally equated pistols- with
patriotism.” But then it lets slip that:
“The gun association...started in 1871
as arifle-training organization by former
Union officers who were dismayed that
their troops could not hit a bear in the

backside with a handful of sand....”

Today “crime™ is the bourgeoisie’s
code word for going after blacks and
other minorities. The New York Times
is currently running a seemingly endless
series on youth crime tilled with photos
of young black and Hispanic faces.
Clinton’s housing secretary Henry Cis-
neros is implementing massive search-
and-seizure operations in government-
financed projects where blacks are
concentrated, in direct violation of
Fourth  Amendment protections. The
NRA, which supposedly defends gun-
owners’ rights, is rabidly pro-cop, and
self-defeatingly feeds the anti-crime
frenzy, advocating more prisons and dra-
conian “three strikes” sentences which
will only leave the jails overflowing with
senior citizens.

Blacks and Hispanics forced to live in
the deadly high-crime areas of American
cities know all too well the reality of
lumpen crime, much of it fueled by the

drug trade. If the bourgeoisie were really

concerned about “violence,” the logical
step would be to decriminalize drugs im-

_mediately. Besides, the take-away-your-

guns crowd doesn’t believe their own
propaganda about crime. As the pro-gun-
control New York Times (5 May) admit-

- ted, “The proponents do not really

believe that outlawing assault weapons
would have much effect on crime,” but
is “a foot in the door” toward an outright
total ban on handguns, or forcing all
weapons to be registered.

Americans have good reason to want
to keep their guns. The whole history of
this country is strewn with examples of
ruling-class violence: wiping out the
Indians, mowing down strikers from
Cripple Creek and Ludlow miners to Lit-
tle Steel, the brutal suppression of ghetto
rebellions from Watts 65 to South-
Central L.A. in 1991. And when blacks
defend their homes against racist terror,
when workers defend their picket lines
against scabs and gun thugs, the forces
of the bourgeois state are mobilized
against them. _

Just over a year ago, in a combined
FBI/BATF operation approved by the
Clinton administration’s attorney gen-
eral Janet Reno, 86 men, women and
children were murdered in a government
assault on a racially integrated religious
commune outside Waco, Texas. The
feds brought in two helicopters, two
MI1A1 Abrams tanks, five M-60 main
battle tanks (some equipped with CS gas
dispersers), and nine Bradley armored
fighting vehicles, along with enough
submachine guns, grenade launchers
and sniper rifles for a small army—
which is what they had assembled
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there. And with all this overkill, they
tried to justify their fiery holocaust with
charges of “illegal gun possession™
(although the Branch Davidians’ Colt
AR-15 rifles were legally owned) and
“child abuse™!

This cynical excuse comes from “Gen-
eral” Reno, who has the blood of ar least
25 children she slaughtered at Waco on
her hands. Nor will we ever forget the
black MOVE commune in Philadelphia
who lost eleven of their own, including
five children, when they were attacked
by the cops using fully automatic rifles
and machine guns, and plastic explosive
provided by the FBI and dropped from
a police helicopter.

While they strip the population of its
weapons, the murderous cops get outfit-
ted with high-capacity 9mm Glock pis-
tols. One “statistic” the tough-on-crime
Democrats leave out is the black and His-
panic victims of racist cop terror. Instead
they hide this in the death statistics of
young black men, under the category of
death by “Homicide and Legal Interven-
tion”—xkilled by a cop.

The “authors of the Bill of Rights
passed the Second Amendment along
with the others because they feared a
despotic government. And from General
Al (“I'm in charge here”) Haig to
Nixon’s “enemies list” to Clinton’s
sinister BATF, the population of this
country has plenty of reason to worry
too. The assault on the Second Amend-
ment may be the product of total racist
hysteria on the part of the capitalist rul-
ers...or they know exactly what they are
doing. For our part, from the standpoint
of the interests of the working class and
oppressed minorities, we stand opposed
to the bourgeoisie’s campaign to disarm
the people. m
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