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Introduction

Our pamphlet series, Black History and
the Class Struggle, expresses our com-
mitment to the fight for black freedom,
strategic for the American revolution. The
escalation of racist attacks in recent years
has focused a spotlight on the oppression
of black people that is a bedrock of
American capitalism. The fight for black
liberation needs a revolutionary out-
come—the elimination of capitalist rule
through a proletarian socialist revolution.

The preventable destruction caused
by Hurricane Katrina in 2005, in which
thousands of poor, overwhelmingly black
people, were left either dead or home-
less exposed the callous disregard and
racist contempt for black life held by the
American bourgeoisie, Democrats and
Republicans alike (see article page 48). In
June, the U.S. Supreme Court threw out
school desegregation plans in Seattle and
Louisville, giving a green light to over-
turn some 1,000 similar plans across the
country, ripping to shreds what remains
of the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education
ruling that banned school segregation
(see article page 7). The Jim Crow perse-
cution of six black high school students
in Jena, Louisiana, for sitting under a
“white tree” and defending themselves
against racist attack drew some 50,000 in
protest—an expression, though misled
by liberals and Democrats, of the wide-
spread anger over the conditions of black
life in this country (see article page 3).

The outrage over Jena was answered
with a nationwide epidemic of racist prov-
ocations in which lynch rope nooses were
hung at workplaces, schools and homes to
terrorize black people. Make no mistake
about it: the noose is a call to race-terror,
invoking the lynch rope that was used to
brutally kill thousands of black people in
the century after the Civil War. “The hang-
man’s rope has become so prolific, some
say, it could replace the Nazi swastika
and the Ku Klux Klan’s fiery cross as the
nation’s reigning symbol of hate,” wrote
the Washington Post (20 October). Like
the “N” word, the lynch rope embodies a
program of white supremacy and violence
against black people.

This threat of extralegal lynch rope
terror supplements the daily terror of the
capitalist state—consisting at its core of
the cops, courts, prisons and military—at
whose pinnacle stand the “legal” lynch-
ings. of the racist death penalty. The case
of Mumia Abu-Jamal symbolizes what
the death penalty is all about. A Black

Panther Party spokesman in his youth,
a supporter of the MOVE organization
and a renowned journalist known as the
“voice of the voiceless,” Mumia was
framed up for the killing of a Philadel-
phia police officer in 1981. He remains
on death row despite mountains of evi-
dence of his innocence, including the
confession of Arnold Beverly that he, not
Mumia, shot the cop (see article page 8).

Black people in the U.S. have long
identified with the struggle of black Afri-
cans against the brutal apartheid system
in South Africa. Following the elimina-
tion of legal apartheid in 1994, condi-
tions for the working class, rural toilers
and township masses have by many meas-
ures deteriorated. We have described
South Africa under the “Tripartite Alli-
ance” government—a nationalist popular
front made up of the African National
Congress, South African Communist
Party and COSATU trade-union federa-
tion—as a neo-apartheid capitalist state
(see article page 28).

Though the civil rights struggles of
the 1950s-60s did away with Southern
de jure segregation, for the mass of black
people conditions of life are, if anything,
worse—from unemployment and rotten
schools to rampant cop terror, as seen in
the execution-style killing of Sean Bell
by the NYPD (see article page 34), and
the imprisonment of over a million blacks
and Latinos largely due to the racist “war
on drugs.” Under capitalism any reforms
are reversible. The oppression of black
people was built into the American
republic from its inception, and the seg-
regation of black people as a race-color
caste at the bottom of society remains a
cornerstone of American capitalism.

The Spartacist League fights for the
program of revolutionary integrationism,
which is counterposed to both the liberal
integrationist program which preaches
reliance on the bourgeois state and the
capitalist Democratic Party, and to all
expressions of black separatism which
similarly opposes a militant working-
class fight for black freedom (see article
page 18). We seek to combat every mani-
festation of racist discrimination, fighting
in particular to mobilize the social power
of the multiracial labor movement. This is
integral to our perspective that black lib-
eration can be achieved only through the
overthrow of the capitalist order and the
integration of black people into an egali-
tarian socialist society. m
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Front cover: Innocent death row political prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal (left). Free
him now! Tens of thousands from throughout U.S. rallied in Jena, Louisiana
(right), against Jim Crow prosecution of six black youth, September 20.
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reprinted from Young Spartacus pages, Workers Vanguard No. 899, 28 September 2007

Jena Six:

On September 20, as many as 50,000
protesters—overwhelmingly black and
comprising workers, students, retirees and
church groups—poured into the small rural
town of Jena, Louisiana. Alerted by black
radio and Internet networks, they came on
buses from all over the South, from Detroit
and Harlem and as far away as Los Ange-
les, to express their outrage at the Jim Crow
“justice” meted out to six black Jena high
school students. After months of racist
insults and threats prompted by black stu-
dents sitting under the “white tree,” with
racists putting hangman’s nooses on the
tree, five of the youth were charged with
attempted murder following a schoolyard
scuffle with a white student, while the sixth
was charged as a juvenile (see “Outrage
Over Jim Crow Justice in Louisiana,” WV
No. 896, 3 August). On campuses and
workplaces across the country, the case of
the Jena Six has touched a raw nerve
among black people. One protester in Jena

Winter/NY Times

held up a sign reading, “There Would Be
More of Us Here But So Many of Us Are
in Jail.”

The day after the protesters left, Jim
Crow justice in Jena reasserted itself. Ear-
lier, 17-year-old Mychal Bell, the only
one of the six students who has been con-
tinuously imprisoned since the schoolyard
fight, saw his aggravated assault and con-
spiracy charges thrown out because he had
been tried as an adult. But outrageously,
on September 21 he was denied bail. Bell
remains incarcerated in a town in the
central Louisiana pine woods that has
been a stronghold for KKKer David Duke.
The other five still await trial, although
charges against four of them have been
reduced. Hours after the Jena demonstra-
tion, two young whites, one an admitted
Klansman, provocatively drove through
the nearby city of Alexandria, threatening
people who had returned from the protest
by dragging two nooses from their pickup

Racist “Justlce” U.S.A.
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Above: Protester at September 20
demonstration in Jena, Louisiana,
which drew up to 50,000 people.

truck, which contained a rifle and brass
knuckles. Free Mychal Bell now! Drop all
the charges against the Jena Six!

“Jena justice” is not some aberration.
In Georgia, black youth Genarlow Wilson
is still in prison for having had consen-
sual oral sex with a 15-year-old girl when
he was 17. After a court reduced his sen-
tence to time already served, prosecutors
appealed the ruling, keeping him behind
bars. In New York City, Sean Bell, a
young black man celebrating his upcom-
ing wedding, was cut down in a hail of 50
cop bullets last December, and six months
later black and Latino high school stu-
dents in Brooklyn’s Bushwick neighbor-
hood were rounded up by cops as they
tried to attend a friend’s wake. The pris-
ons, and the barbaric death rows within
the prisons, are overflowing with black
men in a country with the highest incar-
ceration rate in the world.

Many of the protesters who poured into
Jena appreciated the connection made by
Spartacist League and Spartacus Youth
Club comrades between the case of the




Jena Six and the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina, one of the worst racist atrocities
in modern U.S. history. But Democratic
politicians Jesse Jackson Sr. and Al Sharp-
ton, central leaders of the Jena protest, did
not organize any significant protests over
Katrina. The Katrina disaster could not be
blamed solely on the criminal policies of
the Bush administration but also indicted
the Democratic Party, which for decades
helped preside over the deterioration of
the flood control system and ran the noto-
riously racist and corrupt New Orleans
cops. A featured speaker on September 20
was New Orleans mayor Ray Nagin, who
ordered the city’s evacuation while aban-
doning those without cars—overwhelm-
ingly black and poor—to the Katrina flood-
waters. We wrote in a 4 September 2005
Spartacist League statement titled “New
Orleans: Racist Atrocity” (WV No. 854,
16 September 2005):
“This disaster has laid bare the class
and race divisions in America. The logic
“of U.S. capitalism is that whites mainly
lost property, blacks mainly lost lives. It
is overwhelmingly black people, deemed
‘expendable’ by the rulers, who suffered
and died by the thousands in this two-
thirds black city.... This catastrophic
destruction of lives and livelihoods under-
lines that the oppression of black people
is rooted in the very bedrock of Ameri-
can capitalism and will not be ended
short of a socialist revolution that rips
power and the means of production from
the greedy rulers and places them in the
hands of the working people.”
We look to the working class and its
strategic black component as the social
force that can overturn the capitalist order.
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Daniellaalcman/Colﬁrﬁbia Spectator
Spartacus Youth Club joins October 10 protest at Columbia University after
noose was hung outside office of black professor.

With its hands on the means of produc-
tion—the factories, mines, transportation
systems—the working class produces the
profits of the capitalist exploiters. We
fight to build a workers party based on the
perspective of revolutionary integration-
ism. While combatting racist segregation
and state repression, we understand that
black liberation can be achieved only
through the integration of black people
into an egalitarian socialist society. This
program is counterposed to the liberal
myth that black people—an oppressed
race-color caste—can achieve equality
within the confines of the capitalist profit
system. It is also counterposed to black
nationalism, which capitulates to and
helps perpetuate. the racist segregation
fostered by this country’s rulers and
despairs of multiracial class struggle.

Liberal Misleaders

Jesse Jackson and Al Sharpton, whose
longtime role as “black leaders™ has been
to quell social unrest, came down to Jena
to preach reliance on the same “justice”
system that from the county sheriff on up
is a machine of racial and class oppres-
sion. Sharpton called in Jena for “federal
intervention to protect people from South-
e injustice,” intoning that “our fathers
in the 1960’s had to penetrate the Ken-
nedy and Johnson administrations, we have

to do the same thing” (Associated Press, 20

September).

It is a lie that the federal government
is a friend of black equality. Fifty years
ago during the battle to integrate Central

High School in Little Rock, Arkansas,
President Eisenhower sent in troops to
head off efforts by black people to de-
fend themselves against racist mobs and
KKK nightriders. Federal intervention into
anti-racist and other social struggles has
meant spying on and murderous repres-
sion of activists. President Bush, cynically
claiming to be “saddened” by the events
in Jena, noted that “the Justice Depart-
ment and the FBI are monitoring the
situation.” We're sure they are—just like
they “monitored” the Black Panther Party
and thousands of other radicals, black and
white, in the civil rights, anti-Vietnam
War and New Left movements.

Under the FBI’s Counter-Intelligence
Program (COINTELPRO), 38 Black Pan-
ther Party members were killed and hun-
dreds of others framed up. FBI “infiltra-
tors” made up about 20 percent of Ku Klux
Klan membership in the 1960s and were
involved in bombings and murders, includ-
ing the 1963 Birmingham church bomb-
ing and the murder of civil rights worker
Viola Liuzzo in her car in 1965. The
November 1979 Klan/Nazi massacre of
five leftists and union officials in Greens-
boro, North Carolina, was aided by a gov-
ernment agent who helped train the killers
and by a “former” FBI informant who rode
shotgun in the fascists’ motorcade of death.

A living symbol of the system of racist
capitalist injustice today is the case of
Mumia Abu-Jamal, a former Black Pan-
ther and later a MOVE supporter and
radical journalist who has been impris-
oned on death row for a quarter cen- °
tury, framed up on false charges of kill-
ing a Philadelphia policeman in December
1981. From the time he was a 15-year-
old leader of the Philadelphia Panthers in
the late 1960s, Mumia was a target of
COINTELPRO spying and harassment.
The cops, prosecutors, bourgeois politi-
cians and their media jackals have howled
for Mumia’s legal lynching because
they see in him the spectre of black
revolt,

The big-name black liberals who
organized the Jena Six protest have done
nothing at all comparable on behalf of
Mumia. While Jena is a small Southern
town, Philadelphia is a major Northern
city long run by the Democratic Party
machine. And it was the local Democrats
who joined with the cops and prosecutors
in putting Mumia on death row. The
D.A. who prosecuted Mumia in 1982,
Ed Rendell, is now the Democratic gov-
ernor of Pennsylvania. Since first taking

‘up Mumia’s cause two decades ago, the

Spartacist League and Partisan Defense
Committee have urged all opponents of
racist oppression to join the fight for his
freedom and to abolish the racist death




penalty. But we understand that this fight
must be waged independently of the capi-
talist courts and political parties that con-
spired to railroad Mumia.

Democrats: The Other Party of
Racist Capitalist Rule

What politicians like Sharpton, who
admits that he wore a wire for the FBI in
the 1980s, want above all else is to keep
black people tied to the Democratic Party
as the “lesser evil” to the Republicans, who
openly appeal to the white racist vote. All
the major GOP presidential candidates
recently refused to appear in a debate at
Baltimore’s historically black Morgan
State University. In an earlier calculated
insult, all but one Republican candidate

turned down the chance to debate on the '

Spanish-language Univision network. In
his New York Times (24 August) column,
liberal commentator Paul Krugman noted
that the Republicans’ “electoral strategy
has depended largely on exploiting racial
fear and animosity.” He pointed out that
“Rudy Giuliani remains the front-runner
for the G.O.P. nomination,” despite his
big-city social life and record on abortion,
because he “comes across as an authori-
tarian, willing in particular to crack down
on you-know-who.” '

The impoverishment of the black popu-
lace is perpetuated by the American capi-
talist government—federal, state and city
—whether run by Democrats or Republi-
cans. It was the Clinton administration

"in the mid 1990s that axed the main
federal welfare program, thereby con-
demning millions of women and chil-
dren, disproportionately black, to desti-
tution while further depressing wages at
the low end of the labor market, where
black workers are concentrated. Today in
response to the Jena atrocity, Hillary
Clinton has joined the call for an “inves-
tigation,” while Barack Obama says he
just wants “fairness” and claims it “isn’t
a matter of black and white.” Tell that to
the marchers who passed Confederate
flags on the way out of Jena! ,

The bulk of the “socialist” left, which
sows the illusion that the capitalist system
can be reformed to serve the interests of
workers and the oppressed, has offered
no criticism of the Sharpton and Jackson
leadership of the Jena protest. Typical are
the eccentric Maoists of the Revolution-
ary Communist Party (RCP), who went to
Jena with stickers to “Impeach Bush!"—
their longstanding gimmick to promote the
Democratic Party of racism and imperial-
ist war. The RCP’s Revolution has pumped
out a lot of newsprint on Jena that includes
some ritualistic denunciations of capital-
ism and white supremacy. But you won’t
hear from them that Jackson, Sharpton &

Co. have repeatedly moved to steer anger
over racist abuses into toothless “reforms”
and bourgeois electoral politics.

MLK and the Failure of
Liberal Reformism

There was a lot of talk at the Jena pro-
test about the need for a “new civil rights
movement.” It’s obvious to millions of
oppressed black people that something
needs to be done. The bipartisan “war on
drugs” campaign has led to the mass

incarceration of black as well as Latino .

youth. A decision by the Supreme Court
this summer effectively put the last nail
in the coffin of school integration. The
mass of black people is forced to live in
ghettos that are little more than rotting
shells: no jobs, no health care, primary
and high schools little more than prisons.
In some inner cities, infant mortality
rates approach Third World conditions.

The civil rights movement succeeded
in eliminating legalized racial segregation
(the Jim-Crow system) in the South. That
system had taken hold in the late 19th
century after the defeat of Radical Recon-
struction, the period of racial equality and
black political empowerment that fol-
lowed the smashing of the slavocracy in
the Civil War. An important factor lead-
ing to the end of Jim Crow was that by
the late 1950s legalized segregation had
become an increasing embarrassment for
the U.S. imperialist rulers in their Cold
War with the Soviet Union, especially in
the former colonial countries of Asia and
Africa.

But the civil rights movement was
defeated in the mid 1960s when it came
North, where blacks already had the same
formal democratic rights as whites but
remained segregated at the bottom of
society. For here it ran straight into the
conditions of black impoverishment and
oppression rooted in the basic structure of
American capitalist society: mass unem-
ployment, rat-infested slums, rampant
police: brutality. These conditions could
not be eradicated by Congress passing a
new civil rights act.

However, the civil rights movement—
in which the black masses courageously
confronted the white-supremacist police
states of the South—also had the pos-
sibility of developing into a working-
class-centered struggle for black equal-
ity. Such a struggle was obstructed and
sabotaged by Martin Luther King Jr. and
the other black misleaders who tied the
movement to the Democratic Party of
John F. Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson.

The main organization of young civil
rights militants in the South was the Stu-
dent Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC), which in the early 1960s under-
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went a leftward radicalization. Through
their own bitter experience, SNCC mili-
tants came to recognize that the Kennedy/
Johnson White House was a lot closer to
the racist Dixiecrats than it was to them.
At the same time, they also came to recog-
nize that the Democrats, no less than the
Republicans, were a party of imperialist
militarism, seeking to overthrow the Cuban
Revolution and escalating the war in Viet-
nam in the name of anti-Communism.

Tensions between the young militants
and King & Co. came to the surface during
the 1963 March on Washington. The lib-
eral leaders pressured then SNCC chair-
man John Lewis into deleting from his pre-
pared speech the following passage: “We
cannot depend on any political party for
both the Democrats and Republicans have
betrayed the basic principles of the Dec-
laration of Independence.” Subsequently,
Lewis, like many other activists, came to
terms with the racist capitalist order, be-
coming a Democratic Congressman.

To black people, King preached “non-
violent resistance” in the face of racist
police repression as well as attacks by
the Klan. And when in the summer of
1965 blacks in the Watts district of Los
Angeles rose up against police brutality,
King, at the behest of Lyndon Johnson,
endorsed their bloody suppression by the
L.A. cops and National Guard. King’s
support for the suppression of the Watts
rebellion widely discredited him among
young black militants who were already
derisively calling him “De Lawd.”

Our own political  tendency emerged
during this convulsive period. The Sparta-
cist League originated as a left opposition,
the Revolutionary Tendency (RT), in the
once-Trotskyist Socialist Workers Party
(SWP). When the Southern civil rights
struggles erupted in the late 1950s, the
SWP was beginning to move away from
the Trotskyist program, finally descending
into reformism in 1965. The SWP leader-
ship abstained from intervening in the mass
struggles for democratic rights while act-
ing as cheerleaders for both King and the
black nationalists of the Nation of Islam.

The RT fought for the SWP to intervene
into the civil rights movement based on a
program of linking the struggle for black
democratic rights and social equality with
the working-class struggle against capital-
ist exploitation. Concretely, we called on
civil rights militants to break with the
Democratic Party and form a Freedom
Labor Party. We called as well for a
Southern organizing drive backed by the
labor movement. Then as now, only on the
basis of common class interests and strug-
gle can the deep racial divide between
black and white workers be overcome.
After being expelled from the SWP, the
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early Spartacist League intervened in the
civil rights movement in both the South
and North, to the best of the ability of our
very small forces.

Recoiling against the liberal reformism
of King and identifying the labor move-
ment with its bureaucratic misleaders,
many SNCC and other militants turned
toward black nationalism. Black nation-
alism or, more accurately, separatism is
at bottom a doctrine of despair. This out-
look accepts that the racist character of
American society is unchangeable and
that no significant section of the white
populace can be won to the struggle for
black equality. The best of the young
black radicals of this period were repre-
sented by the Black Panther Party, which
was destroyed largely through murderous
state repression. Many Panthers subse-
quently returned to the fold of liberal ref-
ormism and the Democratic Party.

The Class-Struggle Road
to Black Liberation

Black nationalism obscures the class
divide in this society, denying the poten-
tial power that black workers have as
a strategic component of the multiracial
proletariat. Despite the destruction of
many industrial jobs and erosion of union
strength, black workers, whose rate of
union membership is significantly higher
than that of white workers, continue to be
integrated into such industries as steel,
auto, urban transit and longshore. The
proletariat alone has the power to shat-
ter this racist, capitalist system. Won to
a revolutionary program and under the
leadership of a Leninist vanguard party,
black workers will be the living link
between the anger of the dispossessed
ghetto masses and the social power of the
proletariat.

The two main obstacles preventing
black workers from playing that historic
role are the Democratic Party, especially
its black component, and the trade-union
bureaucracy, which chains workers to the
capitalist Democrats. Beginning in the mid
1960s, the Republican Party positioned
itself as the party of the “white backlash”
while the Democrats moved to co-opt
young black activists into the government
bureaucracy. Black Democrats became
mayors of major cities, where they acted
as overseers of the ghetto masses and
implemented the killing cuts in social wel-
fare programs. One of those mayors, Wil-
son Goode of Philadelphia, ordered the
firebombing of the MOVE commune in
May 1985, killing eleven black men,
women and children and destroying an
entire black neighborhood in the process.

The failure of the trade-union mislead-
ership to mobilize labor’s power to com-

bat the oppression of black people is
a major factor underlying the decline of
the union movement. This is nowhere
clearer than in the South, where the
legacy of Jim Crow racism has made it
the main regional bastion of anti-labor
reaction since the building of the inte-
grated industrial unions in the 1930s.
Nonetheless, black workers retain consid-
erable social power alongside their white
and Latino class brothers and sisters. The
strike of 7,000 shipyard workers at North-
rop Grumman, the world’s largest naval
shipbuilder, in Pascagoula, Mississippi,
earlier this year demonstrated the poten-
tial power of the integrated labor move-
ment, which under class-struggle leader-
ship could spearhead a drive to organize
the open shop South.

Organizing the region’s working class,

which now includes increasing numbers
of immigrants, especially from Latin
America, cannot be achieved on the basis
of narrow business unionism. Labor needs
a leadership which does not bow to this
country’s harsh anti-labor laws and which
mobilizes unions to fight the systematic

oppression of black people and to defend
the rights of immigrants and all the
oppressed. Black and working-class mili-
tants must stand for full citizenship rights
for all immigrants.

Our perspective of revolutionary inte-
grationism is premised on the under-
standing that black freedom requires
smashing the capitalist system and con-
structing an egalitarian socialist society.
There will be no social revolution in
this country without a united struggle of
black, white and immigrant workers led
by their multiracial workers party. As
stated in the preamble to the program of
the Labor Black Leagues, which are fra-
ternally allied to the Spartacist League:
“The civil rights movement, tied to pro-
Democratic Party pressure politics and
sold out by liberal reformism, failed to
complete the unfinished business of the
Civil War. We fight to win the entire
working class, including white workers
as well as the growing number of Latino
and other immigrants, to the fight for
black liberation, strategic to the Ameri-
can revolution.”®
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reprinted from Workers Vanguard No. 895, 6 July 2007

For Black leeratlon Through Somahst Revolution!

In a major setback for
black rights, on June 28
the U.S. Supreme Court
threw out school de-
segregation plans in
Seattle and Louisville,
giving the green light
to those seeking to over-
turn some 1,000 school

‘Supreme Co
Segregation Forever
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ity, racially mtegrated
housing and free uni-
versal education. While
the NAACP and such
craven reformists as
the Socialist Workers
Party called for federal
troops to Boston, we
fought for labor-black

integration plans across

the country. In eviscerating the 1954 Brown
v. Board of Education ruling that banned
school segregation, the Court magority in
essence turned the clock back over a hun-
dred years to the infamous 1896 “sepa-
rate but equal” Plessy v. Ferguson ruling
—a cornerstone of the racist Jim Crow
system. Their decision was the reflection
on the legal front of the murderous con-
tempt displayed by the government when
it left black people and the poor to die
in Hurricane Katrina’s wake. The court
decision, part of a panoply of attacks on
blacks, immigrants and working people,
cries out for determined protest by the
integrated labor movement against the
racist onslaught.

Justice Clarence Thomas wrote a con-
curring opinion invoking the authority of
the “color-blind Constitution.” But as our
revolutionary Trotskyist forebears noted

"in the journal Fourth International (Janu-
ary 1942): “The original constitution of
the United States, drafted by the repre-
sentatives of Southern slave-owners and
Northern capitalists, recognized the insti-
tution of chattel slavery as one of the
‘inalienable rights’ of American citizens.”
They also pointed out: “Written constitu-
tions are merely juridical expressions of
class relations which have been estab-
lished as a result of intense struggle in
society.”

It took the Civil War to smash the
Southern slave system. And it took the
massive civil rights struggles of the 1950s
and '60s to beat down the system of
Jim Crow segregation that took hold in
the late 19th century after the defeat
of Reconstruction. But from integrated
schools to abortion rights for women,
such reforms are always reversible as long
as power is in the hands of the capitalist
exploiters. The latest Court decision gives
the le to the liberal myth that social
equality can be achieved through piece-
meal, incremental reforms. The whole
system of U.S. capitalism in which black
oppression is embedded must be torn up
by the roots through socialist revolution.

The Supreme Court is on an aggres-

sive campaign to roll back the gains of
past struggles. Its April 18 ruling uphold-
ing a law criminalizing certain late-term
abortion procedures further trampled on
women'’s already severely diminished right
to abortion. The Justice Department, mean-
while, has been dumping cases of rac-
ist police brutality and of blacks being
denied voting rights, while promoting
the “rights” of religious outfits to further
their incursions into the public schools.

Against the plethora of reactionary
court decisions, liberal spokesmen are
beating the drums for the Democrats—
the other party of racist capitalism and
imperialist war—to take Bush’s place in
the White House. During one of their TV
debates, Democratic presidential hope-
fuls all bemoaned the Supreme Court
ruling that had come down that day. But
from the anti-busing president Jimmy
Carter to Bill “end welfare as we know
it” Clinton, the Democrats have them-
selves helped carry out the onslaught
against black rights and the devastation
of the ghettos, aided by black Demo-
cratic Party mayors. Jesse Jackson inter-
vened in Norfolk, Virginia, in the early
1980s to demobilize black workers
marching for busing.

It was the liberal strategy of reliance
on the Democrats, the federal govern-
ment and the courts that brought the
fight for black freedom to a dead end in
the 1960s. When the civil rights strug-
gles came to the Northern ghettos, they
ran into the solid core of racist American
capitalism: segregated, dilapidated hous-
ing and schools, rampant cop brutality,
entrenched unemployment. In the early
to mid 1970s, the fight for school bus-
ing was a front line in the fight for
elementary democratic rights for black
people. A referendum on racism was
posed in Boston and Louisville as anti-
busing forces mobilized to kill school
integration.

The Spartacist League intervened heav-
ily in Boston, calling to defend school
busing and extend it to the lily-white,

wealthier suburbs. We called for qual-

defense guards to stop
racist attacks and protect black school-
children. As the racist mobs rampaged on
the streets, the liberals in Congress caved
in. The defeat of busing in Boston set the
stage for further attacks against black
people and for rolling back social gains
more broadly.

Today, in many parts of the country
black schoolchildren are more segre-
gated than any time in the last four dec-
ades. Inner-city schools are mere holding
pens for black and Latino youth, to whom
the capitalist rulers offer menial jobs, at
best, or service as cannon fodder for their
imperialist military ventures. More than
50 years after the Brown decision, in 90-
percent black Detroit over 75 percent of
students drop out of high school, and the
black youth unemployment rate is 70 per-
cent. In New York City, in the shadow of
Wall Street opulence, almost half of black
men are unemployed. Of the more than
two million entombed in the U.S. prison
system, well over half are black or Latino.

This situation cries out for proletarian
struggle in defense of black rights, link-
ing the anger of the ghettos to the social
power of the labor movement, where
black workers play a crucial role. Our
strategy of revolutionary integrationism
is counterposed both to the liberal inte-
grationist notion that blacks can achieve
social equality within the confines of the
capitalist profit system and to black
nationalism, which accepts the racial
divide in this society and despairs of mul-
tiracial class struggle. This despair is fed
by the pro-capitalist labor tops, whose
policies tie workers to the exploiters’
political parties. Labor needs a new lead-
ership, one based on a program of class
struggle. Ultimately, social conditions
cannot be fundamentally altered short of
the overthrow of the racist capitalist
system and the construction of an egali-
tarian socialist society. The Spartacist
League is committed to the fight to build
a multiracial revolutionary workers party
that can lead all the exploited and the
oppressed in the struggle to sweep away
this decaying capitalist system.®
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e print below an edited presenta-

‘;‘/ tion by Partisan Defense Com-

¥ mittee counsel Rachel Wolken-
stein, a member of Mumia Abu-Jamal’s
legal team from 1995 to 1999, at a rally
in Berlin on May 12. Held in the lead-up
to Mumia’s May 17 federal appeals court
hearing, the rally was called by the Com-
mittee for Social Defense (KfsV), asso-
ciated with the Spartakist Workers Party
of Germany. The KfsV, a fraternal organ-
ization of the PDC, called this rally as
part of an international campaign to revi-
talize mass, labor-centered protest on
Mumia’s behalf. (For a report on the Ber-
lin rally and a similar event in London on
May 5, see “International Rallies Demand:
Free Mumia!” WV No. 893, 25 May.) .

- It’s been 25 years since Mumia’s con-
viction for the murder of Philadelphia
police officer Daniel Faulkner, a crime
the police, prosecution and courts know
Mumia did not commit. Mumia has been
on death row all this time, isolated in.a
cell that he describes as living in a toilet.
He was framed up for his political beliefs
and activism, for having been a Black
Panther Party (BPP) member, a MOVE
supporter and a journalist who fought
with passion and conviction against racial,
ethnic and class bias, against cop terror,
for social justice. -

As Mumia sajd some 17 years ago in
the interview in the PDC video, From
Death Row, This Is Mumia Abu-Jamal, he
is “fighting to create revolution in Amer-
ica. Revolution means total .change.”
Since then Mumia has not changed his
political views. He has not been intimi-
dated into silence. »

To the capitalist rulers, Mumia repre-
sents the spectre of black revolt, of defi-
ant opposition to their system of racist
oppression. For them, Mumia is a dead
man on leave. All elements of the *“crimi-
nal justice system” supported by both
parties of American capitalism, Demo-
crats as well as Republicans, have col-
luded to kill this innocent man.

Why is Mumia’s cause one that needs
to be fought for internationally? The PDC
took up Mumia’s case in 1987, some 20
years ago, because Mumia’s case is the
fight against the ultimate weapon of state
terror, the death penalty. We are opposed
to the death penalty as a matter of princi-
ple. We do not accord to the state the right
to determine who shall live and who shall
die. In the U.S., the death penalty is the
legacy of slavery, racist legal lynching.

We also took up Mumia’s case as part
of the fight against the state deeming per-
ceived political opponents to be terrorists.

Speech at Berlin Rally

Mumia Abu-Jamal:
The Frame-Up

of

Innocent
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rally calling for Mumia’s freedom.

The Biack Panther Party and the MOVE
organization were considered the terror-
ists of that time. And that meant it was
legitimate for the state to blow them
away in the dead of night, to frame them
up on vague conspiracy charges. Mumia
was targeted by the FBI's Counter-
Intelligence Program (COINTELPRO),
placed under daily surveillance at the
age of 15 and put on the list of those to
be rounded up and put in concentration
camps. Mumia’s conviction and death
sentence were the continuation of the
government vendetta against the Black
Panther Party that led to the murder of 38
Panthers and the frame-up convictions of
hundreds, and part of the crescendo of
legal frame-ups and outright terror tactics
directed at the MOVE organization.

The fight for Mumia Abu-Jamal has

May 12: Werner Brand of Committee for Social Defense addressing Berlin

; i
Spartakist

everything to do with the fight against
the post-September 11 “war on terror,”
which has led to witchhunts against im-
migrants, primarily Muslims, and pro-
vided justification for the evisceration of
democratic rights and a massive increase
in state surveillance and repressive meas-
ures, including the open use of torture.
Mumia’s fight is the fight for every immi-
grant, such as Oury Jalloh, a 21-year-old
African refugee who on 7 January 2005
burned to death in his Dessau, Germany,
prison cell with his hands and feet tied;
for leftists such as Red Army Faction
(RAF) member Wolfgang Grams, who
was executed in 1993 by a shot to the
head by the GSG-9 “anti-terrorist” cops,
and for his RAF comrades imprisoned
for decades in an anti~-Communist witch-
hunt; for leftists rounded up and arrested




across Germany earlier this week to pre-
clude protest against next month’s G8
meeting in Heiligendamm; for workers
who face increased attacks on wages,
benefits, rights.

Mumia’s fight is against racist state
terror, reflected in the video showing a
Bundeswehr (German Army) instructor
telling a soldier to envision machine-
gunning blacks. The ultimate target of this
state repression is the multiracial workers
movement. The fight to free Mumia is
part of the fight for black liberation, and
the broader fight for socialist revolution
and therefore for the liberation of us all.

Mumia’s Trial:
A Kangaroo Court

We are here on the eve of Mumia’s
appeal arguments in the federal court on
May 17. In a matter of a fcw months, the
court will decide what is next for Mumia
—death, life in prison or possibly morc
legal proceedings. The U.S. federal
appeals court is not required to consider
all the issues that Mumia has raised—and
virtually every democratic right, from free-
dom ol speech and association to a trial
based on due process, was violated in
Mumia’s case. The appeals court is decid-
ing whether or not to uphold Mumia’s
death sentence. The court is not consider-
ing any evidence of Mumia’s innocence
or the state frame-up. The state and fed-
eral courts have refused to even consider
the confession of Arnold Beverly that he,
not Mumia, shot and killed Faulkner.

The federal court of appeals is “allow-
ing” only three of Mumia’s morc than
20 legal issues. These are the racially
biased jury selection and the D.A’s
prejudicial summary argument under-
mining the jury’s role by stating that
Mumia would have *“appcal after ap-
peal.” Lastly, the court is hearing a
challenge to the kangaroo-court, lynch
mob post-conviction hearings from 1995
to 1997 before the notorious judge Albert
Sabo, popularly known as the King of
Death Row. Sabo outright stated at the
time of the 1982 (rial that “I'm going
to help them fry the n----1.”

In fact, the legal arguments before
the appeals court are issues researched,
developed and formulated in the lower
courts by myselt and Jon Piper, another
lawyer associated with the PDC who
was part of Mumia’s legal team. In the
abstract, considering the questions of law
and fact applied to Mumia’s case, there
is no reason that Mumia should not
win on appeal. But the reality is that
the capitalist courts do not mete out
impartial justice—and Mumia is a man
the state wants dead.

To impact on that upcoming appeals

court decision. a mass mobilization based
on the international working class and its
allies is necessary and urgent, now more
than cver. The mobilization must be on
the basis that Mumia is an innocent man,
the “voice of the voiceless.” a man on
death row because of a political, racist
frame-up. Mumia should never have been
arrested, convicted, sentenced to death or
spent one day in jail! Our fight—and
demand-—is to free Mumia, now!

But instead the fight for Mumia has
been and continues to be demobilized by
a policy pursued by liberals and the ref-
ormist left of impotent appeals to the jus-
tice and fairness of the capitalist courts,
represented by the call for a new trial, a
fairer process. To understand the politics
behind this demobilization—and to turn
this around-—let’s first examine the legal
and factual issues in Mumia’s casc.

The Frame-Up
The prosecution’s story is that in the
early morning hours of 9 December 1981,

two people were on the street corner of

Locust and 13th in Philadelphia—Billy
Cook, who is Mumia’s brother, and
Daniel Faulkner, Mumia, then 27 years
old, known for his mild manner and for
being levelheaded, supposedly saw his
brother being beaten by the cop and ran
across the parking lot, shooting the cop
in the back. As the cop was falling down,
he supposedly shot Mumia in the chest.
Then Mumia supposedly stood over the
cop, then lying prone on his back, and
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shot directly down several times at his
head. “execution style.”” This is all hies, a
fantastical frame-up by the police and
prosccution.

In the post-conviction court hearings in
Mumia’s case in 1995, '96 and "97, over
ten years ago, the prosecution’s evidence
was exposed over and over as false
—based on witnesses who were threat-
ened or bought, nonexistent ballistics evi-
dence and a totally fabricated confession
invented by the police two months after
the shooting.

As T will further explain, on a factual
level. there 1s not a scintilla of evidence
against Mumia. What is there for a jury
to hear and consider?

Regarding witnesses: The prosecution
produced at trial one supposed eyewit-
ness, the prostitute Cynthia White, who,
according to the police, is now dead.

.No witness, including Cynthia White,

testified that Mumia shot Faulkner. At the
1982 trial, Cynthia White said she saw
Mumia with a4 gun in his hand as he ran
across the parking lot. But two prostitutes
and one other woman who knew White
have since sworn that White admitted this
was false testimony under threats from
the cops. Two of these women stood up
to vicious cross-examination in the post-
conviction hearings. Two eyewitnesses,
William Singletary and Dessie High-
tower, testified that White wasn’t on the
corner during the shooting.

The other supposed key cyewitness, a
cab driver named Robert Chobert, admit-

For Class-Struggle Defense

Our fight for Mumia’s freedom is based
on the program of class-struggle defense.
The tegal lynchers must be answered by
mobilizing the social power of the work-
ing class. We do not deceive those who
would fight on Mumia’s behalf by ped-
dling the lie that pleading with the capi-
talist courts and political parties will
bring hun justice.

Over 800 individuals and organizations,

including unions representing hundreds of

thousands of workers, have signed a Par-
tisan Defense Committee statcment cit-
ing Beverly’s confession and demanding
Mumia’s freedom and the abolition of the
racist death penalty. But to turn this sup-
port into labor action requires a struggle
against the policies of the pro-capitalist
labor misleaders, who rarely usc lubor’s
strike weapon even in defense of their own
members and look instead to the Demo-
cratic Party, the courts and other agencies
of the enemy class. (To lecarn more about
the political struggle to implement this

campaign, see “For Class-Struggle Defense
to Free Mumia Abu-Jamal,” Workers Van-
guard No. 902, 9 November.)

We have repeatedly had to fight against
the notion that the capitalist cops belong in
the labor movement. Some U.S. union
officials have told the PDC that they would
not ofticially support Mumia because of
the presence ol cops, corrections oflicers
and security guards in their unions. At the
Berlin rally, Gert Julius of the Tempelhof/
Schoneberg local of the DGB union fed-
cration said that one “shouldn’t use the
blanket label of Bullen [cops] for the police™
and that “trade unions are for everyone.”
Steffen Singer of the Spartakist Workers
Party, German section of the International
Communist League, responded: “As Marx-
ists, we understand that being-—that what
you do——dctermines consciousness. And the
task of the police is indeed to carry out, with
arms, the laws of the bourgeoisie. its rule.
In practice, you can see that in any strike.”

Cops out of the unions!m
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ted at the post-conviction hearing to re-
ceiving favors from the prosecutors. And
he admitted to a defense investigator that
his cab was not parked where the prose-
cution asserted it was and that he was not
in a position to sce anything. This is con-
firmed in photos of the scene recently
brought to light by Michael Schiffmann.

Regarding Mumia’s supposed confes-
sion: The hospital confession supposedly
made by Mumia the night of the shooting
was decisively exposed in the 1995 post-
conviction hearing to be a prosecution
and police fabrication. invented at a D.A.
roundtable meeting some two months
after the shooting to prepare cops for their
trial testimony. No police report trom that
night mentions Mumia’s confession, and
in fact a cop who was with Mumia all
night directly said that Mumia “made no
comments.”

Regarding ballistics: The utter nonexis-
tence of ballistics and other physical
evidence is crystal clear. There 1s no evi-
dence that Mumia's gun was even fired

that night, let alone that the bullet in
Faulkner’s head wound matched Mumia’s
gun. There are recently uncovered photos
showing the cop at the scene walking
around with his fingers all over a gun.
There are discrepancies in police reports
regarding the type of bullets in Mumia’s
gun. There 1s a missing bullet fragment
from Faulkner’s wound and a missing
medical examiner’s X-ray of Faulkner’s
body. There is no physical evidence of
Faulkner being shot as described by
police—straight down at his head while
lying on the sidewalk. There are no div-
ots (marks) on the sidewalk. The bullets
found at the scene do not support trajec-
tories of Mumia shooting the cop, but
rather that there was more than one
shooter and that one came from a totally
difterent direction than Mumia.
Moreover, there is evidence directly in
support of Mumia’s innocence already
testificd to in court hearings in "95. "96
and '97. Vietnam vet William Singletary
was an eyewitness to the shooting and

eloquent fighter for black freedom.

video, From Death Row, This Is Mumia

Bundles of the
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Funds are urgently needed forlegal defense'

Make a contribution today, payable to “National Lawyers Guild
Foundation” (earmarked for “Mumia”) and mail to: Committee to
Save Mumia Abu-damal, P.O. Box 2012, New York, NY 10159.

Organize protest! Pass motions in your unions, campus, community
and religious organizations demanding Mumia’s freedom. Get your union or
organization to make a contribution and join rallies and protests for Mumia.
Publicize Mumia's case in your union or organization's newsletter.

Spread the word! Contact the PDC for copies of The Fight to Free
Mumia Abu-Jamal—Mumia Is Innocent! This pamphlet arms activists in the
struggle for Mumia's freedom by presenting the polltlcal basis of the state
vendetta against Mumia and the explosive
evidence which completely destroys the more
than two-decades-long frame-up of this

It is available for $1. Get the PDC button:
“Free Mumia Abu-Jamai! Abolish the Racist ,‘
Death Penalty!"—$1 each. Order the PDC

Abu-Jamal—$10 for DVD, $15 for VHS.

4-page brochure, Mumia Is an Innocent Man: j !
Free Mumia Abu-Jamall—-$2 for 25 copies.
Order from/make checks payable to Partisan
Defense Committee at our New York City

Partisan Defense Committee

e-mail: partisandefense@earthlink.net * Web site: www.partisandefense.org
P.O. Box 99, Canal Street Station, New York, NY 10013 » (212) 406-4252
P.O. Box 802867, Chicago, IL 60680 ¢ (312) 563-0442

¢/o Box 29574, Los Feliz Station, Los Angeles, CA 90029 «
PO. Box 77462, San Francisco, CA 94107 « (510) 839-0852
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testified in *95 that Mumia arrived after
Faulkner was shot and that the shooter,
wearing a green army jacket, came from
the parked VW and then ran from the
scene. Singletary told this to police the
night of the shooting, and he was repeat-
edly threatened, his gas station was van-
dalized, and he was driven from town
during the 1982 trial. Other witnesses,
including Dessie Hightower, who testi-
fied at the trial, said they saw some-
one run from the scene. At the post-
conviction hearing in "95, Hightower told
how he was singled out for a lie detector
test and other coercion in an attempt to
stop him from testifying at trial.

Veronica Jones testified in 1996 that
she had seen someone run from the scene
and that police threatened her with long
jail time on robbery charges unless she
testified differently at trial. In 1997, pros-
titute Pamela Jenkins testified that other
cops were there during the shooting,
including one Larry Boston. She also tes-
tified that prostitute Cynthia White was a
police informant and performed sexual
favors for cops. Another witness came
forward who testified that he saw under-
cover cops on the scene at the time of the
shooting.

The Beverly Confession

Even under the constraints of Sabo’s
totally biased court, the D.A.’s evidence
was smashed to smithcreens over ten
years ago. It would be reasonable to
expect that as more and more evidence
of the conscious police frame-up was
brought out in court proceedings, a move-
ment defending Mumia Abu-Jamal would
embrace these legal developments. The
new evidence from the court proceed-
ings could only support a mobilization
in defense of Mumia—on the basis of
Mumia’s innocence and the fact that a
black political activist was framed up by
a state determined to see him dead. But in
effect this legal cvidence was rejected!
The so-called left in the U.S. that belat-
edly took up Mumia’s defense in 1995
and afterward did not take up the call
to free Mumia now, which the PDC mobi-
lized around, but rejected that demand
as the basis for mass protests, centering
their demands instead on the call for a
new trial.

In early 1999, in preparation for a
likely denial of the Pennsylvania court
appeals and in preparation for federal
habeas corpus proceedings, Jon Piper
and I, with some other lawyers, intensely
again combed over the records of the
prior proceedings and the state’s evidence
and also renewed investigation efforts. In
1999, Mumia’s brother admitted that the
passenger in his VW, Ken Freeman, said



that he was involved in the shooting of
Faulkner and he ran from the scene after
the shooting.

Arnold Beverly confessed that he, not
Munmia, shot and killed Faulkner. More-
over, Beverly stated that he was hired,
along with someone else, to do so by cops
and the mob because Faulkner was a
problem for corrupt cops, interfering with
rackets, bribery, drug dealing, etc. Bev-
erly states that he was wearing a green
army jacket and that he himself was shot
that night. The police connection for the
hit, according to Beverly, was Larry Bos-
ton, who Pamela Jenkins stated in the "97
hearing had been on the scene at the time
of the shooting.

At the time of Faulkner’s murder in
1981, there were at least three ongoing
federal investigations into police corrup-
tion in Philadelphia, including police-mob
connections. I recently learned that the
Justice Department had evidence against
some 400 Philly cops [rom those investi-
gations and wanted to bring indictments.
But the federal judge overseeing the
investigation said to pick only the top 20
or so. Of the police involved in Mumia’s
case, at least one-third were indicted
sometime over the next few years on cor-
ruption charges.

An FBI informant who was key to
those tederal prosecutions confirmed that
at the time of Faulkner’s shooting, the
word was out that the Feds had a police
informant. A former federal prosecutor
acknowledged that they had a police
informant whose brother was also a cop,
like Faulkner’s. The commanding officer
of the Central Police Division, where
the murder of Faulkner took place, the
chief of the homicide division and one
Inspector Alfonzo Giordano were all
under investigation on federal corruption
charges. These cops were the chain of
command in the frame-up of Mumia.

Inspector Giordano was the ranking
officer on the scenc—and the central wit-
ness against Mumia at the preliminary
hearing after the arrest. He not only was
one of the cops under investigation for cor-
ruption but had been the right-hand man
for Frank Rizzo, the former Philadelphia
police chief and mayor. Giordano was
involved in the daily surveillance of Black
Panther Party members, and he led the
police Stakeout team in the 1970 attacks
on the Philly Panthers. Giordano was the
police supervisor of the yearlong 1977-78
siege of the MOVE Powclton Village
house. He knew just who Mumia was.

It is with these facts in mind that the
confession of Arnold Beverly must be
considered. Remember the prosecution’s
lying evidence. Beverly states that there
was more than one shooter and that they
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Martyrs of class war:
Massachusetts anarchist
workers Bartolomeo Vanzetti
and Nicola Sacco (above left),
executed in 1927;

Chicago Haymarket anarchists
and workers leaders on way to
gallows, 1887 (above right);
German Communist leader
Eugen Leviné (left),

executed in 1919.

ran from the scene. This explains wit-
nesses seeing a passenger in the VW and
seeing the shooter running away. Bev-
crly’s confession explains the absence of
ballistics evidence supporting the prose-
cution’s scenario—how the shooting hap-
pened, the direction of the shots, the con-
flicts regarding the calibre of the weapon.
Beverly states that Mumia was shot not
by Faulkner but by another police officer
on the scene. That fits with the trajectory
of the shot to Mumia and the statement of
a homicide cop at the scene who reported
that Mumia was shot by an arriving police
officer. It 1s also supported by a witness
who said that Faulkner's gun was in
its holster when he was taken away from
the scene. The gun that was allegedly
Faulkner’s was likely a “throwaway™—it
was inoperable and dirty.

Moreover, some five witnesses includ-
ing two cops have said that the shooter
wore a green army jacket. Both Beverly
and Freeman were wearing green army
jackets that night. But Mumia was wear-
ing a red quilted ski jacket with wide ver-
tical blue stripes on the front, and Billy
Cook worc a blue Nehru-style jacket with
brass buttons. This is incontrovertible evi-
dence that there was at least one person
there at the shooting who was not Billy
Cook or Mumia. This fact, along with

the bullet trajectories and the absence of
ballistics evidence supporting either the
shooting of Faulkner or the shooting
of Mumia, ts absolute refutation of the
police and prosecution version.

Mumia’s arrival on the scene gave the
cops a two-for-one. Mumia was well
known. It had been a short span of time,
less than ten years, between Mumia’s
prominence as a Black Panther and his
becoming a prominent MOVE supporter
and journalist. And prosecutions of MOVE
members, including trials following the
Powelton Village police siege, had taken
place just a couple of months before the
Faulkner shooting.

At the scene after Faulkner was killed,
the cops tried to kill Mumia. He was criti-
cally wounded from a gunshot in the
chest, through his lungs and to his liver.
He was rammed into a lamppost and
thrown into a police van. Giordano him-
self beat Mumia in the police van and
later said Mumia had confessed to shoot-
ing Faulkner and that he threw his gun on
the ground. The other cop who was in the
van said there was no such confession.
Giordano arranged the supposed identifi-
cation of Mumia by the cab driver, Robert
Chobert, who was promised favors and
protected by the police. Giordano was the
cop who first reported that Mumia’s gun
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was found on the street (according to
the police radio records, some 14 minutes
after hordes of cops arrived in the area).
This contradicts the official police story
that Mumia’s gun was found within a
minute. Giordano’s intention was to finish
Mumia oft by taking him to police head-
quarters for further questioning. Mumia’s
crime that night was that he survived the
cops’ attempt to kill him, too.

To complete the picture: Despite Gior-
dano being the senior officer at the scene
who allegedly heard Mumia confess and
found the murder weapon, he never testi-
fied at Mumia’s trial. He resigned from
the police force the day after the trial was
over. In 1986 he copped a plea on fed-
eral charges based on his receiving tens
of thousands of dollars in illegal payofts
during 1979-80. He didn’t spend any time
in jail.

Reformists Demobilize the
Fight for Mumia

Thus, the proof of Mumia’s innocence
and the state frame-up is overwhelming.
But Mumia’s former lawyers suppressed
the Beverly confession and the totality
of the supporting evidence. Longtime
“movement lawyer” Len Weinglass re-
jected this cvidence as too hot, unbe-
lievable, and co-counsel Dan Williams
said it would lead to arguing that the
police knowingly framed up an innocent
man! But this is not unbelievable, and to
claim so denies the reality of the cops and
the courts.

In fact. there is no limit to examples of
the conscious frame-up of innocent peo-
ple in the bourgeois courts. Before their
convictions were cxposed as complete gov-
ernment fabrications, the Guildford Four
spent 15 years in prison, and the Bir-
mingham Six were incarcerated for 16
years after being sentenced in the 1970s
as part of British imperialism’s war of ter-
ror against [rish nationalists. Before his
release in 1997, former Black Panther
leader Geronimo ji Jaga (Pratt) spent
27 years in prison for a killing the FBI's
own wiretap logs showed he could not
have committed, while New York Panther
leader Dhoruba bin Wahad was impris-
oned for 19 years on frame-up charges
before his release in 1990. “War on ter-
ror” repression has also taken many inno-
cent victims.,

Moreover, Mumia’s case has been pre-
sented in court after court—each has den-
ied the evidence of his frame-up and inno-
cence. That includes three evidentiary
hearings, plus three motions and two
appeals to the Pennsylvania  State
Supreme Court, a federal habeas corpus
petition filed in the U.S. District Court, a
revised federal petition and yet another

state court petition as well as three
applications for hearing to the U.S.
Supreme Court. A federal judge’s reversal
of Mumia’s death sentence in December
2001 was immediately appealed by the
prosecution, and Mumia has never been
off death row since his conviction in 1982.

As a lawyer for Mumia, 1 had fought in
the defense team to bring forward the evi-
dence of the police frame-up and his
innocence. When it was decisively clear
with the rejection of the Beverly confes-
sion, Billy Cook’s statement and all the
other supporting evidence that Mumia's
lead counsel, Len Weinglass, would not
allow this, Jon Piper and I resigned from
the legal team in July 1999. It was a
betrayal of Mumia’s legal defense to pre-
clude bringing evidence of his innocence
into the courts. And this betrayal is par-
alleled by so-called leftists who are be-
hind the coalitions acting under the name
“Free Mumia” but who mobilize on the
basis of reliance on the justice and fair-
ness of the courts and the call for a new,
fair trial for Mumia.

To what end and for what purpose
would leftists demand that this clearly
innocent man be subjected to a new trial?
As you can see, there is no evidence to
be considered. Mumia himself submitted
his own affidavit declaring his innocence
when the Beverly confession and other evi-
dence were finally submitted to court in
2001, with a new legal team. Mumia states:
“I did not shoot Police Officer Daniel
Faulkner. I had nothing to do with the kill-
ing of Officer Faulkner. [ am innocent.”

The bogus argument has been raised
that the Beverly cvidence is “divisive.”
But since 1995, long before the Beverly
confession, the so-called left rejected the
evidence of the extent of the state frame-
up and the political lessons to be drawn
from that. This became explicit at a Janu-
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Witnesses Pamela Jenkins and Veronica Jones, flanked by attorneys Rachel
Wolkenstein and Leonard Weinglass, at press conference during Mumia’s
March 1997 PCRA hearings.

ary 1999 “Jeadership miecting” of some
100 groups and individuals—including
the Workers World Party, Socialist Action,
Solidarity. Refuse & Resist (associated
with the Revolutionary Communist Party)
—who debated the question. The decision
pushed by the reformist left, represented
as well by the International Socialist
Organization, was to “broaden’ the move-
ment and go to the “mainstream.” They
renounced the demands to free Mumia
and to abolish the racist death penalty in
favor of the slogan: New trial for Mumia.

At all stages of the case, the reformists’
political line is that the next court will be
the just one. When the state courts ruled
against Mumia, illusions were spread that
the U.S. federal court would fairly rule
on his petition. Now illusions arc being
spread in the fairness of the U.S. appeals
courts since the U.S. federal court upheld
Mumia’s conviction. And in between
court proceedings, the reformists under-
took no significant mobilization.

These were political decisions, pure
and simple. They were not based on
fact--on Mumia’s innocence and the
enormity of the proven frame-up. Rather.
the reformist left attempted to limit the
political mobilization in defense of
Mumia to an appeal for fairmess in the
courts. They appeal to bourgeois liberal
forces who see Mumia's case not as the
political and racist frame-up of an inno-
cent man but as an isolated “miscarriage
of justice,” an aberration that threatens to
stain the democratic process.

Even the legal papers that I filed in
1995-97, and agreed to by Mumia’s lead
counsel at the time, Leonard Weinglass,
did not focus on the call for a new trial!
We called for dismissing the charges
because of the magnitude of the frame-
up. Because if you want to deal solely on
the plane of what the law in the United



States says, the suppression of evidence
and the falsification of evidence are such
that the whole case should be thrown out.
This is part of the reason that I say that
calling for people to mobilize around the
demand for a new trial is not guided by
legal precepts, as is often claimed, but by
a political program.

The System of
Capitalist Injustice

Mumia’s case is a real-life case of police
frame-up, an object lesson in the class
nature of the capitalist state, which is not
neutral. The state, with its cops and sup-
ported by the courts, is a machine of
organized violence on behalf of one class,
the capitalist class, defending the profit
system against the working people, against
minorities. The job of the courts is to mete
out capitalist injustice. That is the lesson
of the Haymarket martyrs, anarchists exe-
cuted in 1887 in Chicago for leading strug-
gles for the eight-hour day; of the anarchist
workers Sacco and Vanzetti, framed up in
Massachusetts on murder charges and exe-
cuted in 1927, of the Scottsboro Boys,
nine black youths arrested in 1931 who
spent nearly two decades in Alabama
prison hellholes on bogus rape charges,
eight of them sentenced to death; of Julius
and Ethel Rosenberg, executed in 1953 on
espionage charges as part of the anti-
Soviet Cold War.

In German history you have Eugen
Leviné, a leader of the Spartakist uprising
in Bavaria, executed in 1919 by the coun-
terrevolutionary Social Democratic gov-
ernment. There is the case of Max Hoelz,
a self-taught worker who organized a Red
Army in the Vogtland area during the
right-wing 1920 Kapp putsch and estab-
lished a force of 2,500 partisans in Cen-
tral Germany during the March Action in
1921, for which he was sentenced to life
in prison. He was amnestied after seven
years as the result of a mass movement on
his behalf.

The slogan for a “new trial” represents
a program of reliance on the racist capi-
talist courts that at every level have
upheld Mumia’s frame-up conviction. In
the infamous 1857 Dred Scott case
that sanctified slavery in the U.S., the
Supreme Court said that a black man has
no rights that the white man is bound to
respect. The capitalist state and its courts
have made clear that Mumia has no rights
the courts are bound to respect.

Thus the significance of the Beverly
evidence and why it has been suppressed
in the legal battles as well as on the politi-
cal plane has a simple answer. The Bev-
erly evidence exposes the fraud that the
American bourgeois legal system can
provide justice. It demonstrates the unity

of purpose of the cops, prosecution and
courts in upholding the capitalist rulers’
interest. It makes it clear that the injustice
to Mumia was not the action of one rogue
cop, prosecutor or judge but the entire
functioning of the capitalist system of
injustice. The role of the reformist left is
to act as an obstacle to the development
of that understanding. They promote the
same illusions in the “justice of the courts”
as liberal journalists David Lindorff
and Michael Schiffmann, whose writings
ostensibly on Mumia’s behalf actually
undermine the fight for his frecedom (see
“Class-Struggle Defense vs. Faith in Capi-
talist ‘Justice’,” WV No. 892, 11 May).
Their purpose is to promote the notion
of the inviolability of the bourgeois state.
This means denying Mumia’s innocence.
It means denying the extent of the state
frame-up and why. This all serves to
politically disarm and demobilize those
who are drawn to Mumia’s cause. This
political policy served to demobilize a
mass international movement. It has
meant rejecting the very reasons that mil-
lions around the globe took up Mumia’s
cause: revulsion with the injustices inher-
ent in capitalism——poverty, racial oppres-

sion and ethnic bias, war; identification

with Mumia’s fight against “the system”
and for justice for all of humanity.

To free Mumia now, to save him from
execution or the slow death of a lifetime in
prison, it is necessary (o organize on the
basis of a class-struggle defense. While
that means utilizing all possible legal pro-
ceedings, class-struggle defense is based
on an understanding of the nature of the
capitalist state, and that there can be no
reliance on its courts but all reliance on the
power of the working class and its allies.

The courts do not sit in judgment and
rule in isolation. There is a pressure that
can be brought to bear. But it will take
an international mobilization of the
masses, centrally labor and its allies—
youth, minorities, immigrants—to turn
the tide and obtain Mumia’s freedom. It
was an international mobilization cru-
cially including trade unionists, from
South Africa to Europe to the U.S., that
stayed the executioner’s hand when
Mumia was ten days from execution in
1995. Tt took that mobilization to get the
stay of execution, to push the courts to
abide by their legal obligation to allow
Mumia to pursue his legal appeals. Now,
with the possibility that the courts could
reverse the overturning of Mumia’s death
sentence, the issue is Mumia’s very life
—whether execution or the slow death of
life imprisonment.

The work undertaken by the PDC, our
fraternal defense organizations and the
International Communist League over the
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Philadelphia, May 17: PDC contingent
at rally for Mumia combatted illu-
sions in capitalist courts sown by
WWP’s International Action Center
and other reformists.

past months to revive the struggle for
Mumia’s freedom on the basis that he is
an innocent man is a step forward, Hun-
dreds of individuals and organizations,
including unions representing tens of
thousands of workers, have signed our
statement emphasizing Mumia’s inno-
cence and demanding his freedom. But
we need a mass movement based on the
power of the working class, the power
seen in its ability to withhold labor
through strike action. Imagine, for exam-
ple, what it would mean if Philadelphia
and New York transit workers struck,
not only to secure a decent wage, health
care and job conditions but to demand
Mumia’s freedom! What it would mean
for labor to withhold its power in other
capitalist centers, stopping communica-
tions, transport and industry, demanding:
Free Mumia now!

Mumia is up against the vast resources
of the capitalist state. But there is a road
for victory for Mumia—ifor his freedom.
That begins with the understanding that
the class enemy will stop at nothing—
from lies to terror—on the street and in
the courts. Freedom for Mumia lies in
understanding that the power to fight
and win lies in the class struggle—in
the mobilization of the multiracial, multi-
ethnic proletariat. Free Mumia Now!®m
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reprinted from Workers Vunguard No. 881, 24 November 2006

Labor Black League Speaker at Harlem Mumia Rally:

“Strike!”’and “Free Mumia!”
Should Ring Out in the Same Breat

The following speech by New York
Labor Black League spokesman Tom Cow-
perthwaite, who is a member of Transport
Workers Union (TWU) Local 100. was
delivered at a 28 October 2006 New York
City Fartisan Defense Committee rally
demanding  freedom for Mumia Abu-
Jamal. For more on this rally see “For a
Class-Struggle Fight to Free Mumia Abu-
Jamal!” (WV No. 880, 10 November 2006).

Unbroken and unbowed, Mumia Abu-
Jamal is a courageous fighter against
racism and injusticc who has spent nearly
a quarter-century on death row. The unions
and the entire working class have a stake in
winning freedom for Mumia Abu-Jamal!
The capitalist system thrives on the profits
derived from the exploitation of workers
and undermines working-class struggle in
this country by dividing the working class
along race lines. Racial oppression is a cor-
nerstone of American capitalism, and the
bosses and their politicians keep black peo-
ple on the bottom. Unions, organizations
and individuals that struggle and speak out
against exploitation and oppression are tar-
geted and attacked. This is why Mumia—
a former Black Panther,
MOVE and an eloguent spokesman against
racism and injustice-—was framed up and
faces the death penalty.

The fight for Mumia's freedom is what
our le\\ struggle program for black lib-
cration—revolutionary integrationism—
is alt about. The integration of black peo-
ple into American society on the basis
of full economic. social and political
cquality can only be realized through a
proletarian revolution that uproots the
capitalist system and ushers in an egali-
tarian socialist society.

Black liberation cannot succeed apart
from united class struggle against the
capitatists: working-class c¢mancipation
cannot succced without an wmplacable
fight against anti-black racism. Taking
up the fight for Mumia's freedom is part
of the fight against racial oppression and
working-class exploitation.

We in the New York Labor Black
League for Social Defense are dedicated
to the fight to free Mumia and abolish the
racist death penalty. The way to fight for
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Left: TWU Local 100 strike in December 2005 crippled NYC, showed labor’s
power. Right: Bay Area Labor Black League marches in Revolutionary
Contingent at San Francisco Mumia demonstration, May 2000.

Mumia’s freedom is as part of a decper
social struggle, the class struggle. Mumia
fights with the weapons he has—his voice
and his pen. We must fight with the weap-
ons we have—and our mightiest weapon
is mobilizing the multiracial working
class, which by its numbers, organization,
discipline and consciousness can deliver
blows against the capitalist exploiters and
uvgmudlly overthrow them. Fraternally
allied with the revolutionary Marxist
Spartacist lczwuc lhc lBL fights for
a class-struggle ¢ a reinvigor-
ated workers movement with a class-
struggle leadership that fights to win. afl
the way 1o a workers government!

As @ transit worker and a member of
TWU Local 100, I'm proud that we
showed our union power for three days
last December. We paralyzed the racis,
union-busting MTA and the city itself,
That's the same power we need to free
Mumia and all class-war prisoners,
Mumia wrote: “When the New York
Transport Workers Union (TWU) went
out on strike, their action sent shock
waves across the nation and rattled the

e

rulers. Immediately, like a slave driver
who claims he was “betrayed’ by ‘his’
‘people.” New York’s mega-billionaire
mayor, Michael Bloomberg, unleashed
an ugly verbal missile at those who
demanded a fair contract under which to
work.” Bloomberg railed that the leader-
ship of our overwhelmingly black and
Latino union was “thuggish,” but when
we were on the picket lines in East New
York, Coney Island, Harlem, Sunset Park
and cvery other corner of this city, work-
ing and poor people gathered around us
to say, "Right on! It's about time the
unions fought back!”

Blacks and Latinos supported our
strike in signiticantly higher proportions
than any other section of socicty. Before,
during and after the strike, my friends
and [ in the LBL were sending out the
message that Mumia is one of our own.
Quite rightly, Workers Vanguard issued a
special supplement on the strike that
included an article on Mumia. [See “NYC
Transit Strike: Union Power vs. Class
Collaboration,” WV Supplement, 6 Janu-
ary 2006.] He is a prisoner of the same



capitalist class that slams us with danger-
ous working conditions, sinking pay and
benefits, union-busting injunctions, Taylor
Law fines, racist cop brutality and the
blood-drenched “war on terror.”

In every workplace, the words “Strike!”
and “Free Mumia!” should ring out in
the same breath. Especially now, we who
are outside the prison walls must not for-
get Mumia, nor our obligation to appeal
to labor and the entire working class to
act now—stop the executioners! In 1995
when the first death warrant was signed,
a worldwide protest by unions, civil
rights activists and death penalty aboli-
tionists forced the rulers to grant a stay
of exccution just days before Mumia was
scheduled to die. Today, we need even
larger mobilizations of union power. We
need to turn those names of unionists on
petitions, those motions, those resolu-
tions into labor protest and strike action.

The Death Penalty:
“Legal Lynching”

When 1 ran for delegate to the TWU’s
international convention, my campaign
program and proposed resolutions empha-
sized that our union must fight to free
Mumia Abu-Jamal as part of the need
for labor to champion every struggle for
black rights and black freedom. Marx
wrote, “*Labor cannot emancipate itself in
the white skin where in the black it is
branded.” Black people are the “last hired
and first fired” in this country, a race-
color caste segregated at the bottom of
society. Of course, the racist rulers con-
tinuously and grotesquely blame the
oppressed for their own oppression. But
black people are not powerless victims.
They are integrated into the economy and
a strategic component of the American
proletariat.

We say: “Finish the Civil War—For
black liberation through socialist revolu-
tion!” It ook the Civil War to emancipate
black people from chattel slavery, but the
unfinished business of the Civil War is
still all around us: the hellish conditions
of ghetto life, bipartisan attacks on the
remaining gains of the civil rights move-
ment like voting rights and affirmative
action, mass unemployment and mass
imprisonment of black youth under the
racist “war on drugs.” Last year we wit-
nessed a man-made racist atrocity in
New Orleans following Hurricane Katrina.
Democratic and Republican politicians
consciously prevented the evacuation and
then the rescue of tens of thousands of
mostly black residents. The ruling class
left black people to die, and they’re still
brazenly pursuing their goal of so-called
“urban renewal” (meaning black removal),
gutting unions and disappearing entire

black neighborhoods like the Ninth Ward.

All this illustrates again and again that
racial oppression is inherent in the capi-
talist system. The LBL fights the poison-
ous racism that divides the working class,
not only because it cripples its immediate
struggles, but also because it undermines
workers’ ability to acquire class con-
sciousness and thereby engage in united
struggle and build a workers party that
can lead a workers revolution.

We call the death penalty what it is:
“legal lynching.” It is a legacy of chattel
slavery, when for centuries blacks were
not considered human beings, but prop-
erty; when to kilf a slave had the stamp of
law. It’s in the nature of American capital-
ism that black life is held cheap and
black lives are expendable. Democrats
and Republicans compete with each other
over who can be “tougher on crime,” so
even the lethal spirit of slavery still exists
with Jim Crow lynch law carried out by
cops on the streets and carried over into
the prisons. We know that the death
penalty is race-biased, class-biased, arbi-
trary, barbaric, cruel and unusual punish-
ment. It is the ultimate weapon in the capi-
talist state’s arsenal of repressive power,
and we in the LBL oppose it on principle.

The New York L.LBL was founded in
1986 following a successful campaign to
defend a black token booth clerk, James
Grimes. who was facing a gun rap after
defending himself on the job during an
assault by muggers. We said that Brother
Grimes had the right to carry a gun and
defend himself. We knew that the capi-
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Labor Dnder
April 1927: International Labor Defense demonstration in New York City’s Union
Square calls to free framed-up anarchist immigrant workers Sacco and Vanzetti.

talist state and the capitalist courts would
try to railroad a black transit worker. By
organizing dozens of TWU brothers and
sisters and other unionists in a show of
union power and solidanity, our LBL pred-
ecessors turned the tide in Grimes’ favor
and all the charges were dismissed. That
show of union strength on a much, much
larger scale is what we need for Mumia
now.

The LBIL. helped build the PDC-
initiated mass rally that drove the Ku
Klux Klan off the streets in New York
City on October 23, 1999. Along with
many other cases and causes taken up by
the PDC, we fought for union action
against racist cop terror in the cases of
Abner Louima, Amadou Diallo, Alberta
Spruill and many others, noting that
police brutality can never be “reformed”
out of the capitalist system which the
cops are hired to enforce.

We fight for class struggle against
bloody U.S. imperialism and its invasions
and occupations of Afghanistan and Iraq,
and fought for military defense of these
countries against U.S. attack. Imperialist
war is not caused by bad policy or bad
politictans, but is built into the capitalist
system itself. We fought against the mass
detention of Muslims and immigrants
after 9/11 and completely oppose the
bipartisan “war on terror,” which is a pre-
text for rampaging imperialist adventures
abroad and to carry out domestic repres-
sion at home aimed at immigrants, blacks
and unions. Every repressive law and court
decision is aimed at bolstering capitalist
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rule and will eventually be directed at
and used against the working class. We
fight for full citizenship rights for all
immigrants and for union action against
la migra raids and deportations.

We fight for women’s liberation, for
free abortion on demand and for full dem-
ocratic rights for gays. The recent killing
of Michael Sandy, a young black gay man,
on the Belt Parkway in south Brooklyn is
a symptom of the vicious anti-gay bigotry
pushed daily by the ruling class and their
right-wing religious handmaidens.

The LBL condemns the Feds™ “war on
terror” against attorney Lynne Stewart—
the “war on terror” witchhunt against
Lynne Stewart and her legal assistants,
Mohamed Yousry and Ahmed Abdel Sat-
tar, who were sentenced just days ago
[see “Overturn Terror Show-Trial Con-
victions of Lynne Stewart, Mohamed
Yousry, Ahmed Abdel Sattar!” WV No.
879, 27 October 2006]. We brought LBL
and union members to court sessions to
join in widespread solidarity demonstra-
tions with them. They shouldn’t spend a
minute in prison for defending the blind
Sheik Abdel Rahman, providing the legal
representation  supposedly  guaranteed
under the Sixth Amendment. This witch-
hunt clearly threatens everyone’s rights.
We say: Throw out the convictions! No
jail time for Stewart, Yousry and Sattar!

Build a Workers Party!

The history of the struggles of workers
and oppressed against capitalism shows
that the bosses’ courts are not in the busi-
ness of providing “fair trials.” Theyre in
the business of maintaining capitalist
“law and order” and the entire anti-labor,
racist frame-up system. Ilusions in the
neutrality of the capitalist state, which is
an instrument of organized violence by
one class against another, are fatal to the
independent mobilization of the workers
and oppressed against their class enemy.
As Sister Erica from the PDC described,
a host of phony socialist groups, liberals
and black nationalists derailed the strug-
gle for Mumia in the late "90s by pushing
the demand for a “new trial” and sowing
illusions in the same government that
framed him up. During every politicat
show trial in this country’s history—
Sacco and Vanzetti, the Scottsboro Boys,
the Rosenbergs—the liberals and refor-
mists have sown falsc hopes in the sup-
posedly evenhanded scales of justice. In
doing this, they demobilize the masses
who rally in defense of those who sym-
bolize their own oppression.

The government and courts only inter-
vene into the unions to hogtie and destroy
them as fighting organizations. Just look
at the recent court injunctions, fines and
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New York City, 23 October 1999: Trade
unionists at PDC-initiated anti-Klan
mobilization.

prison time imposcd on TWU Local 100.
Yet there are many trade-union opportu-
nists who drag their own unions into the
bosses’ courts and. in the guise of “fight-
ing corruption” and for “union democ-
racy.” appeal to the union-busting Labor
Department to intervene to ““clean up” the
unions. This is criminal! In Local 100's
current union elections, just about every
slate has candidates running for top posi-
tions who have been involved in suing the
union and their opponents in the same
Taylor Law capitalist courts. The LBL
says: For complete and unconditional
independence from the capitalist state!
Cops and sceurity guards out of the
unions! No to union-suing! Labor must
clean its own house!

The gains working people have made
were wrested from the rulers through
militant  struggle. What's needed is
working-class independence from  the
bosses’ state and political parties. The
trade-union burcaucracy’s program of
appealing to, supporting and showering
monecy on the Democrats—that other
party of racism and war—is fatal to suc-
cessful class struggle and even winning
strikes. Since the state’s top cop Eliot
Spitzer issued the injunctions attacking
the TWU, it is grotesque that the Local
100 Executive Board and Toussaint lead-
ership are now zealously campaigning
for Spitzer for governor in the upcoming
election. During the last three contract
fights, when Mumia was writing articles
from dcath row defending New York
transit workers. pro-death penalty Spitzer

was wriling strikebreaking injunctions
against us! Spitzer was the jailer of our
local union’s president, Roger Toussaint,
following the December strike. This pro-
gram of class collaboration, shared by all
wings ol the trade-union burcaucracy.
explains why the outcome of our strike is
still in limbo and why we still have no
contract.

Our strike was cut short and our power
held back by our own union brass and the
heads of all other major New York City
unions. Instead of backing us up on the
picket lines and boldly defying the slave-
labor Taylor Law, they worked around the
clock to get us back to work and smother
the labor militancy it sparked. The AFL-
CIO and Change o Win trade-union
burcaucracy are the bosses™ loyal “labor
lieutenants.” They waste millions of dues
and COPE [Committee on Political Edu-
cation] moncy trying to get capitalist
politicians elected rather than leading
class struggle and defending class-war
prisoners like Mumia Abu-Jamal. It will
take a political struggle within the unions
to transform them into class-struggle
organizations. Getting our unions to fight
for Mumia Abu-Jamal is part of that
struggle, which is international in scope.

The workers™ greatest victory and the
imperialists” greatest defeat in history was
the Russian Revolution of 1917, led by
Lenin and Trotsky’s Bolshevik Party. The
failure of the revolution to spread interna-
tionally and relentless pressures from
imperialism laid the basis for the rise of a
privileged, nationalist bureaucratic caste
which usurped political power {from the
working class and rcpudiated the strug-
gle for international workers revolution.
Although a degenerated workers state, the
Soviet Union remained a powerful coun-
terweight to U.S. and world imperialism.
It proved the superiority of collectivized
property and socialist economic planning,
guaranteeing jobs, housing, free health
care and education 1o an entirc population,
most of which is now totally dispossessed
and impoverished.

The collapse of the USSR greatly
emboldened the U.S. rulers. We were for
the unconditional military defense of the
Sovict Union against imperialism and
capitalist counterrevolution. Likewise,
today the LLBL continues to defend the
deformed workers states of Cuba, China,
North Korea and Vietnam, while also
calling for workers political revolution
to oust the Stalinist burcaucracies, for
workers democracy and revolutionary
internationalism. Today. it’s the duty of
class-conscious workers cverywhere to
welcome North Korea’s testing and pos-
session of nuclear weapons. In the case of
[ran, a Third World capitalist country also
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Immigration Blues

Now, as polls show growing disenchantment with both
political parties, the issue of immigration is raised once
again, as politicians seek to stir the pot of social resentment.

Voices are raised, tempers are frayed, proposals are taunched,
and the destinies of millions are apparently held in limbo.

But, in numbers not seen for generations, mostly
Mexican-born (or related) families pound the pavements in
protest, demanding amnesty for the millions who live and
work, in the most thankless jobs, here in the U.S.

The immigration “discussion” masks deeper currents in
American life, of those who dread the approaching dawn
when those who number the nation’s majority are brown,
instead of white.

As the government and the servile corporate media
hawked fear to trap the nation into the Iraq War, so now fear
is once again merchandised for political gain. The perpetual
fear of the foreign Other, the fear of Spanish-speaking peo-
ple, who are called “criminal” for daring to cross the Rio
Grande, to inhabit the lands stolen from their ancestors!

The truth of the matter is that it is highly unlikely that over
1l million men, women and children will be returned to
Mexican territory. That’s because businesses, especially
those engaged in agriculture, would virtually go out of busi-
ness if their immigrant-based workforce up and disappeared.

But, like most people, many Latino immigrants are
involved in other businesses and industries in U.S. life.
Guess who’s doing the lion’s share of the work to actually
rebuild New Orleans? (In case you’ve not guessed, let me
just say—It ain’t FEMAY)

With the exception of Native Americans (as in so-called
“Indians™), and African Americans, every person in the U.S,
today is a descendant of a willing immigrant. (OK, strict
historians will object that many poor whites, especially in
the Southern states, were sent to Georgia and Maryland as
indentured servants, as part of a penal sentence.)

But the point is clear. Immigration was consciously used
to craft the U.S. as a white nation. For centuries, certain racial
groups, like Chinese, for example, were specifically excluded
by law from citizenship. {(Like their Mexican counterparts,
many Asians were needed in the building of this country as
cheap labor.)

‘to: Mumia Abu-Jamal, AMS8335, SCI Greene,

As law professor lan F. Haney Lopez has shown in his
book, “White by Law: The Legal Construction of Race”
(New York: NYU Press, 1996), American courts and legis-
latures have consistently defined “citizens™ as “whites,” and
over the course of centuries, millions of people were denied
entry to the U.S.. or even if allowed in, denied citizenship,
because they were not “white.” In 1882, Haney Lopez
explains, the U.S. Congress passed the Chinese Exclusion
Act, which barred Chinese workers for a decade. In 1884,
the Act was expunded to bar all Chinese people, and shortly
thereafter an indefinite ban was implemented. State and
federal court decisions banned Syrians, Asian Indians,
Palestinians, mixed-race people and multitudes of others on
the basis of insufficient whiteness!

That ugly history may be reborn in this latest “battle”
over Mexican immigration. Political storms have a way of
giving way to political hurricanes that even those who
planned them cannot control.

Several years ago, a right-wing politician in California
tried to ride the anti-immigrant train to the White House. His
name is Pete Wilson, and his playing with fire left him politi-
cally burnt. Angry Hispanics in Cali sent him, and some of
his colleagues in the Republican Party, into retirement.

But this era of politicians, trying to create an issue that
protects them [rom the fulling numbers of the incum-
bent Bush Administration, look at Wilson’s fate as ancient
history.

Perhaps the recent demonstrations, massive in their size,
vociferous in their spirit, have given them pause.

Time will tell.

The political entity that truly befriends this growing seg-
ment of the U.S. population will have tapped into a powerful
social force.

Don’t expect it to be cither the Republicans or the
Democrats.

From Death Row, this is Mumia Abu-Jamal.

©2000 Mumia Abu-Jamal

If you wish to correspond with Jamal, you can write
175
Progress Drive, Waynesburg, PA 15370.

targeted as part of Washington’s “axis of

evil,” we think that Iran needs nukes too.

What the multiracial American work-
ing class desperately needs is its own
party—not a pro-capitalist labor party
like the one in Britain, not another shill
for the Democrats like the Working
Families Party, not Grecen Party eco-
capitalists who want “kinder, gentler”
imperialism—but a revolutionary party

that wages hard class struggle and fights
for a planned economy under workers
rule. A workers government will take
American industry away from its incom-
petent, corrupt owners and use the pro-
ductive wealth of this country to build a
decent society for all. We built this coun-
try, we can run this country!

That’s what the LBL stands for. There
will be no social revolution in this coun-

try without the united struggle of black,
white, Latino and Asian workers led by a
multiracial vanguard party. So to free
Mumia Abu-Jamal, to get rid of racist
capitalism, to fight for socialism, check
out the Labor Black League’s ten-point
program. Study with us. Join us! Free
Mumia Abu-Jamal! Abolish the racist
death penalty! For black liberation
through socialist revolution!m
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The Legacy of Richard S. Fraser

Revolutionary Integrationism:
The Road to Black Freedom

When Hurricane Katrina left untold
thousands of poor, overwhelmingly black
people either dead or homeless, the reality
of black oppression in the U.S. was laid
bare. Half a century after the outbreak of
the mass struggles for black civil rights,
official Jim Crow segregation in the South
is long gone. But the conditions of black
life in this country—North and South—
have worsened, from jobs and wages to
housing and education, while cop terror
runs rampant in the ghettos and masscs of
young black men have been relegated to
years in prison. The situation cries out for
massive class and social struggle against
the racist U.S. capitalist rulers, based on a
firm understanding of the roots of black
oppression and the lessons of past strug-
gles for social equality.

From the formation of the Spartacist
tendency in the early 1960s, we have stood
for the perspective and program of revolu-
tionary integratiomism. This position is
counterposed to both the liberal reformist
response to black oppression and to all
political expressions of black separatisin.
The liberation of black people from con-
ditions of racial oppression and impover-
ishment—conditions inherent to the U.S.
capitalist system—can be achieved only in
an egalitarian socialist society. And such
a society can be achieved only through
the overthrow of the capitalist system by
the working class and its allies. As we
wrote in “Black and Red—Class-Struggle
Road to Negro Frecdom,” a document
adopted at the founding conference of the
Spartacist League in September 1966 and
subsequently printed in Marxist Bulletin
No. 9, “Basic Documents of the Spartacist
League™: “Because of their position as
both the most oppressed and also the most
conscious and experienced section, revo-
lutionary black workers are slated to play
an exceptional role in the coming Ameri-
can revolution.”

We have described the black population
in the U.S. as an oppressed race-color
caste. We noted in “Black and Red™ that
“from their arrival in this country, the
Negro people have been an integral part of
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Detroit, November 1979: 500 auto workers, youth and leftists stopped the
Kian in labor/black mobilization heavily built by Spartacist League.

American class society while at the same

time forcibly segregated at the bottom of

this society.” Thus blacks face discrimi-
nation, in different degrees, regardless
of social status, wealth or class posi-
tion. Despite the increasing destruction
of industrial jobs and erosion of union
strength in recent decades, black workers,
whose rate of union membership is a third
higher than that of white workers, con-
tinue to be integrated into strategic sec-
tors of the industrial proletariat, such as
urban transit, longshore, auto and steel.
Blacks also make up a large percentage of
unionized government and public work-
ers. Won to a revolutionary program,
black workers will be the living link fus-
ing the anger of the dispossessed ghetto
masses with the social power of the multi-
racial proletariat under the leadership
of a Leninist-Trotskyist vanguard party.

Labor/black mobilizations initiated by the
Spartacist League and its fraternal organ-
izations, which defeated fascist Klan and
Nazi provocations in a number of major
citics over the past quarter-century, were
concrete demonstrations of the fight for
revolutionary integrationisn.

The current expression of the concept of
revolutionary integrationism derives from
the ideas of Richard S. Fraser, a veteran
Trotskyist who made a unique Marxist con-
tribution to the understanding of American
black oppression and struggle, particularty
through his lectures and written documents
in the 1950s. James Robertson, a founding
leader of the Spartacist tendency, was won
to Fraser’s views on the black question
when both were members of the Social-
ist Workers Party (SWP), the historic
party of Amcrican Trotskyism which, how-
ever, underwent a process of rightward
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Richard S. Fraser developed Marxist analysis of black oppression. Marxist Bulletin No. 5 (Revised) includes his
“For the Materialist Conception of the Negro Question,” $1.50. PRS No. 3 is available for $7 (prices include postage).
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degeneration beginning in the late 1950s.
Comrade Robertson later recounted that
when he stayed a few days at Fraser’s home
in Seattle, the latter pounded him inces-
santly with his views on the black question.
In 1963, the SWP leadership expelled
the Revolutionary Tendency (RT), a left
opposition that was the forerunner of the
Spartacist League. In 1964, within the first
months of our existence as an organization-
ally independent tendency. we published
Fraser’s “"For the Materialist Conception of
the Negro Question™ (reprinted in Marxist
Bulletin No. 5 [revised], “"What Strategy
for Black Liberation? Trotskyism vs. Black
Nationalism™). This document provided
our members and supporters with the his-
torical depth and Marxist understanding to
combat the resurgence of black nationalism
and its ersatlz, bourgeois-sponsored off-
shoots like “community control.” which
was adopted wholesale by most of the left.
Fraser accepted our invitation to be
a co-reporter on the black question at
our founding conlerence. While Fraser
rejected our use of the term “caste”™ as
applied to the American black population,
he agreed in substance with the descrip-
tion of black oppression captured in this
term. By the time of our conference,
Fraser and his co-thinkers had left the
SWP and formed their own organization,
the Freedom Socialist Party (FSP). In
2004, the FSP published a book titled
Revolutionary  Integration: A Marxist
Analysis of African American Liberation.
It consists of two documents: “Dialectics
of Black Liberation.” written by Fraser in
1963 when he was still in the SWP, and
“Revolutionary Integration: Yesterday and
Today,” written by Tom Boot and adopted
by the FSP’s 1982 national conference.
While the FSP claims to be in Fraser’s

tradition, Boot's views are fundamentally
contrary not only to the Spartacist League’s
understanding of revolutionary integra-
tionism but also to the main ideas of
Fraser himself, who was cut off from the
FSP by a split in 1967. The ISP saps
the strong points of Fraser’s revolution-
ary integrationist perspective, exacerbates
the weak points and, finally, distorts
the cntirety with the FSP’s own brand
of eclectic reformism. It is necessary to
examine and explain what revolutionary
intcgrationism is and what it is not. In
particular, we want to emphasize the stra-
tegic centrality of this concept in building
arevolutionary vanguard party to lead the
multiracial U.S. working class to powcer.

Marxism and the Fight
for Black Freedom

The October 1917 workers revolution
in Russia, led by the Bolshevik party of
V.1. Lenin and Leon Trotsky., was a dec-
laration of war upon the world capitalist
system and a clarion call for all the
exploited and oppressed to prepare for
battle. This call was heard in all corners
of the globe—Europe, Asia, Africa, South
America and North America. In the U.S.
it found a sympathetic response among
workers and black people.

Within the early American socialist
movement, the aim of black equality was
treated with, at best, benign indifference,
typified by Eugene V. Debs” statement that
socialism had “nothing special to offer the
Negro,” ranging to outright hostility on the
part of racists like Victor Berger. In The
First Ten Years of American Conununism
(1962), James P. Cannon—a veteran of the
revolutionary-syndicalist Industrial Work-
ers of the World, a leader of the early Com-
munist Party (CP) in the U.S. and later the

founding lcader of American Trotsky-
ism-—described the crucial intervention of
Lenin and Trotsky’s Communist Interna-
tional in driving home the centrality of the
fight for black freedom to proletarian revo-
lution in the U.S. Cannon emphasized that
Lenin and the Russian Revolution “con-
tributecd more than any other influence

from any source 10 the recognition, and

more or less general acceptance, of the
Negro question as a special problem of
American society—a problem which can-
not simply be subsumed under the gencral
heading of the conflict between capital and
labor™ (emphasis in original).

The Trotskyist movement debated the
black question beginning with the found-
ing conference of the Communist League
of America (CLA), formed by supporters
of Trotsky expelled from the Stalinized
Communist Party by 1928. 1.ecading CLA
member Arne Swabeck also discussed
the black question when he visited Trot-
sky in exile in Turkey in 1933. Swa-
beck argued against the CP’s demand for
“self-determination for the Black Belt” (a
swath of majority-black counties across
the Deep South), asserting that the race
question was integral to the class question
in the U.S. and that the main demand
should be for full “social, political and
cconomic equality” for black people.

Trotsky was inclined to support the
self-determination slogan based on his
experience with the national question in
Europe. He admitted, however, that he had
not studied the question and suggested,
for instance, that Southern blacks might
have their own suppressed “Negro lan-
guage” (see “In Defense of Revolution-
ary Intcgrationism,” Spartacist [English-
language edition] No. 49-50, Winter
1993-94). Trotsky was primarily concerned
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that the American Trotskyists have a seri-
ous orientation to the black question lest
they capitulate to the backward conscious-
ness of the working class. He returned
to this question in 1939 discussions with
American Trotskyist leaders, underscor-
ing that without such an oricntation. it
would not be possible 0 make a revolu-
tion in the U.S.

Most of the CLA leadership adopted an
integrationist, anti-nationalist position,
which was the line of a lengthy 1933

document by Max Shachtman titled
“Communism and the Negro™ (recently

reprinted in Race and Revolution, Verso
{2003]). However. the CLA’s inchoate
position was not theoretically grounded
and developed. Unfortunately, Shacht-
man’s document was not widely distrib-
uted or discussed outside the leadership
in the CLA. A 1939 convention of the
SWP, which had been founded the year
before, adopted two resolutions on the
black question. While both were written
by the West Indian intelfectual C.L.R.
James, they were contradictory i their
basic thrust. The first, “The SWP and
Negro Work,” stated that black people
“are designated by their whole historical
past to be, under adequate leadership, the
very vanguard of the proletarian revolu-
tion.” The second resolution, “The Right
of Self-Determination and the Negro in
the United States and North America,”
argued the theorctical possibility of the
awakening of a national consciousness
and mass demands for a “Negro state.”
In practice, the SWP was guided by an
integrationist, class-struggle perspective.
The party was able to recruit several hun-
dred black workers during World War I
by acting as the most militant fighters
against racist oppression in the factories,
armed forces and American society at
large. The SWP’s courageous work, car-
ried out in the face of government repres-
sion, was in the starkest contrast (o the
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Packinghouse workers strike in Chicago in late 1930s. CIO organizing drive
built mass industrial unions by uniting black and white workers.

Communist Party, which, in line with its
support to the Allied imperialist “democ-
racies.” explicitly opposed struggles for
black equality during the war.

Dick Fraser joined the Trotskyist move-
ment in 1934. He was a founding member
of the Socialist Workers Party, serving on
its National Committee from 1940 to
1966. He began a study of the black ques-
tion in the late 1940s in response to the
loss of hundreds of black worker recruits
with the onset of the Cold War against
the Soviet Union. He concluded that the
problem was not with the SWP’s practi-
cal, day-to-day work fighting discrimina-
tion and victimization of blacks but with
the party’s inadequate theoretical under-
standing. Vital to the development and
consolidation of a black Trotskyist cadre
is a scientific (materialist) understanding
ol black oppression and a program corre-
sponding to the actual living struggle for
integration and equality.

Fraser began from the premise that
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Civil rights
protests of
1950s and '60s
helped shatter
Jim Crow
segregation but
could not attack
roots of racial
oppression in
capitalist system.

black people, whom he described as “the
most completely ‘Americanized’ section
of the population,” were not an oppressed
nation or nationality in any sensc. Cru-
cially, black people lacked any material
basis for a separate political economy.
Whereas the oppressed nations and nation-
alities of Europe (e.g., in the pre-1917
Russian tsarist empire) were subjected
to forced assimilation. American blacks
faced the opposite: forcible scgregation.
Hence. in the struggle against black op-
pression, the democratic demand for self-
determination—separation into an inde-
pendent nation-statc—does not apply.
As Fraser wrote in “Dialectics of Black
Liberation™
“The Black Question is a unique racial,
not national, question, embodied in a
movement marked by integration, not self-
determination, as its logical and histori-
cal motive force and goal. The demand
for integration produces a struggle that is
necessarily transitional to socialism and
creates a revolutionary Black vanguard
for the entire working class.”
He had earlier noted in *‘For the Materi-
alist Conception of the Negro Question™:
“The goals which history has dictated to
[black people] are to achieve complete
equality through the climination of racial
segregation, discrimination. and preju-
dice. That is, the overthrow of the race
system. It is from these historically con-
ditioned conclusions that the Negro strug-
gle, whatever its forms, has taken the
path for direct assimilation. All that we
can add to this is that these goals cannot
be accomplished except through the
socialist revolution.”

Separatism or Social Equality?

Fraser emphasized that the entire history
of mass black struggle—from the aboli-
tionists through the Civil War and Radical
Reconstruction to the civil rights move-
ment—was in the direction of integration,



not separatism. Radical Reconstruction in
the South following the Civil War was a
period of racial equality and black political
empowerment unique in American history.
In the 1930s, black workers participated
in and often played leading roles in the
great labor battles that created powerful,
racially integrated industrial unions. The
civil rights movement was directed against
legalized segregation in the South and de
facto segregation in housing and education,
along with job discrimination, in the North.

Significant political expressions of black
scparatism have come in the aftermath of
defeats and consequent demoralization in
the face of a seemingly intractable racist
capitalist order. Marcus Garvey’s ephem-
eral “Back to Africa™ movement, which
pcaked in the carly 1920s, was condi-
tioned by the violent anti-black reaction at
that time. Many black workers who had
gained employment during the industrial
boom of the First World War lost their
jobs, the victims of racist discrimination
and harder economic times. This period
saw the revival of the Ku Klux Klan, and
in a number of cities, white racist mobs
attacked and terrorized black communitics.

The upsurge of “revolutionary™ black
nationalism in the late 1960s, best repre-
sented by the Black Panther Party, was a
response to the frustrated expectations
of the Northern civil rights struggles.
Those struggles promised much but left
unchanged the hellish conditions of life in
the inner-city ghettos that are rooted in
the capitalist profit system. As an expres-
sion of despair, black nationalism, or
separatism, would deny blacks their birth-
right: the wealth and culture their labor
has played a decisive role in creating.

Fraser pointed out that the whole notion
of “race” has been proven to be scientifi-
cally absurd. There is only one “race,” the
human race. But he also noted that any
black person in the U.S. would laugh if
you said that race does not exist, and he
would be right. Race is a scientific absurd-
ity but a social fact.

The color bar is the American social
measuring stick ranging from blacks on
the bottom to whites on the top. The
social standing and prospects of all “peo-
ple of color™ are largely determined by
this measuring stick, with dark-skinned
people tending toward the black end and
lighter-skinned toward the white end.
This is clearly indicated by the extent of
intermarriage (the basic mechantsm of
social integration) across racial and cthnic
lines. The level of intermarriage between
whites and Latinos or Asian Americans
is far higher than that between whites
and blacks. The U.S.-born daughter of a
Chinese immigrant family is far more
likely to have a white husband than is a
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young black woman whose ancestors were
brought to this country in chains threc
centurics ago.

The racial division of black and white
is the fundamental fact that defines Ameri-
can culture and shapes political discourse,
even though black people constitute a
relatively small minority of the popula-
tion (roughly 12 percent). Of course, the
fundamental economic relationships oper-
ating in the U.S. arc the same as in all
other capitalist class socteties: the basis
of oppression. including racial oppres-
sion, is the exploitation of labor by capi-
tal. Anti-black racism is the greatest obsta-~
cle to working-class unity in the U.S.,
providing an illusion of common interests
between white workers and their class
enemy, the white capitalist exploiters.

Until the substantial entry of blacks into
industry in World War 1, anti-immigrant
and anti-Catholic bigotry was the capi-
talists” chief weapon in dividing and hold-
ing back the working class and impeding
the development of a strong, politically
conscious workers movement. Since that
time, anti-black racism has been the most
prominent factor in the lack of cven a ref-
ormist mass political party of the work-
ing class organized separately from the
capitalist parties, such as exists in all

other advanced capitalist countries (and
many not-so-advanced countries with a
substantial working class). In the U.S,,
workers remain chained to the “liberal”
capitalist Democratic Party. Anti-black
racism is at the root of the backwardness
of the working class and, in general, of
the reactionary features of U.S. society. It
is on this basis that the centrality of the
black question to the American workers
revolution must be understood.

The Legacy of Slavery
The racial divide between black and
white is the legacy of slavery and the
defeat of Radical Reconstruction. Fraser
held that blacks on the slave plantations of
the Old South had developed a demo-
cratic and egalitarian subculture that ena-
bled them to play a key role in the second
American bourgeois-democratic revolu-
tion: the Civil War that smashed the system
of chattel slavery and the period of Radi-
cal Reconstruction following the war.
Frascr wrote in “Dialectics of Black Lib-
eration™ that the cultural attitudes of the
black slaves
“inundated the transplanted Anglo-Saxon
culture of the slave owners. In the rest of
the country a cultural vacuum prevailed,
born of the melting pot, of class fluidity,
of constant migration and immigration.
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Left: Black troops in Union Army helped turn tide in Civil War to defeat Southern slavocracy. Right: Graphic depicts
black people voting in the South in 1867 after Union victory.

The vacuum acted like a sponge in absorb-
ing Black folk culture. 1t was readily
apparent that the chief barriers between
Black and white were sociopolitical, not
cultural, and that whites basically needed
and responded to the Black culture.”
The War of Independence—this coun-
try’s first bourgeois-democratic revolu-
tion—freed the American colonial mer-
cantile capitalists and  farmers from
subordination to the British ruling class in
the late 18th century. The Civil War was a
social revolution that freed an oppressed,
exploited class—the black slaves-—and
destroyed the South’s basic ruling-class
institution, the slave plantation. The ensu-
ing period of Radical Reconstruction
brought such gains as political enfran-
chisement and public cducation for black
freedmen and poor whites alike. This
period also saw an enormous expansion
of democratic rights for immigrant and
native-born white workers in the North as
well. For example, the extension of citi-
zenship rights to all those born in this
country. codtfied in the 14th Amendment
to the U.S. Constitution and now chal-
lenged by anti-immigrant bigots, was a
direct result of the revolutionary destruc-
tion of the Southern slavocracy.
Spearheaded by the Ku Klux Klan, the
white propertied classes of the South
waged a war ol terror against the Recon-
struction governments and the black com-
munities that were their core base of sup-
port. The fate of the post-Civil War South
was determined by the now-dominant
Northern capitalist class, whose members
shared no fundamental interest with the
black freedmen and poor whites of the
region. Quite the contrary. Black labor was
vital to the Southern agricultural ecconomy
that was, in turn, vital to the national capi-
talist economy. A renewed alliance of the
propertied classes in the North and South
was built on the broken back of black labor.

The former black chattel in his freedom
was reduced to peonage. As slaves, blacks
owned nothing, not even their own bodies,
and worked collectively on large planta-
tions. Black sharecroppers owned their
bodies and a share of the crop, but not the
land they worked individually on divided
lots of the former plantations. Whereas the
slave was held as property to the planta-
tion owners, the sharecropper was held in
debt to the white landlords and financiers,
many of them members of the former
slavocracy. In New Data on the Laws
Governing the Development of Capital-
ism in Agriculture (1915), Lenin polemi-
cized against the notion that the U.S.,
which had never known feudalism, was
free from its economic survivals, noting:
“The economic survivals of slavery are not
in any way distinguishable from those of
feudalism, and in the former slave-owning
South of the U.S.A. these survivals are
still very powerful” (emphasis in original).

As Fraser explained in “Dialectics of
Black Liberation™:

“After the Civil War and Reconstruction
destroyed the old slave-owning class,
northern capital, from economic and
political motives, betrayed its promises
and created a revised, capitalist form of
race relations based upon many of the
traditions and social relations of slavery.
Segregation took the place of the chattel
slave as the main prop of the new racist
order.” [emphasis in original]

Fraser also pointed out in the same
piece that the re-establishment of white-
supremacist rule in the South, supple-
mented by the extralegal violence of the
KKK. and the violent and complete sup-
pression of black democratic rights had a
profoundly reactionary effect on Ameri-
can political culture as a whole:

“What was original to U.S. culture were
certain progressive institutions—the ple-
beian folk-hero, democratic and informal
manners, the relatively advanced position

" of women, unionism, the public school,

individualism and free speech, and many
more.... But these were all corrupted by
the victory of Jim Crow and scgregation
following Reconstruction,
“Denicd the opportunity to further absorb
Black creativity, white American culture
was left in a feeble state. The mores and
habits of the imperialist ‘robber barons’
took over. This new capitalist class, pro-
duced by the Civil War, stamped its
ruthless, vulgar and Philistine image on
American thought. A new house of cul-
ture was built upon White Supremacy
and American Superiority.”

The End of Legalized
Segregation in the South

With the benefit of hindsight, a serious
analytical error on Fraser’s part—exploited
and vulgarized by the latter-day Freedom
Socialist Party-—was his belief that Trot-
sky’s concept of permanent revolution was
applicable to the American South. Briefly
stated, this concept is that in backward
capitalist countries the historic tasks of
the bourgeois revolution—i.e., removing
the obstacles to socio-economic modern-
ization, centrally imperialist domination
and feudal-derived survivals in economic
relations and political structure—could
be achieved only through a proletarian rev-
olution. Such a revolution would replace
the capitalist system of production by a
planned, collectivized economy, leading,
through the international extension of
proletarian revolution, to a socialist order.

In Fraser’s view, the struggle against the
white-supremacist regimes in the South,
which he described as “fascist-like,” was
an uncompleted task of the bourgeois-
democratic revolution in the U.S.—an
advanced capitalist society despite the
backward conditions reigning in the South:

“The permanent revolution in America
reveals itsell in the following manner:;
the Southern system rcpresents mas-
sive survivals of chattel slavery. These



survivals take the form of great social
problems unsolved by the Civil War
and Reconstruction: an antiquated sys-
tem of land tenure, the absence of
democratic rights. segregation and racial
discrimination....
“This circumstance leads to the ines-
capable conclusion that although the tasks
of the liberation of the South arc ol an cle-
mentary democratic nature, they have no
solution within the framework of Ameri-
can capitalism: they become part of the
socialist struggle of the proletariat to over-
throw the capitalist system of production.”
—*“Resolution on the Negro
Question” (1957). reprinted in
“In Memoriam—Richard S.
Fraser: An Appreciation and
Selection of His Work,”
Prometheus Rescarch Series
No. 3. August 1990
Additionally, Frascr argued that the
black middle class had a direct material
interest in the preservation of segregation.
Hence the black working class would be
propelled into the leadership of the strug-
gle for democratic rights. To be sure,
black businessmen. such as the owners of
local deparument stores and funeral par-
lors, wanted to retain a monopoly of com-
mercial trade in the segregated black com-
munities South and North. However, by
the late 1950s, the social character ot the
black petty bourgeoisic was undergoing a
significant change. A college-cducated
managerial/professional stratum wanted
access to government, corporate and cdu-
cational bureaucracies on the same foot-
ing as their white counterparts. And it was
this stratum, which used to be called “the
talented tenth,” that was thc main benefi-
ciary of the civil rights movement. The
sons and daughters of black businessmen
typically became government functionar-
ies and middle-level corporate managers.
In general, Fraser did not fully recog-
nize the substantial changes in the socio-
economic structure of the South at the
onset of the civil rights movement. The
white-supremacist regimes had as their
basic purpose the suppression of the mass
of black rural toilers, typically sharecrop-
pers. The increasing urbanization of the
South and the modernization of its agri-
culture in the 1940s and "50s eroded the
social and economic basis of the Jim Crow
system. These were the fundamental devel-
opments that gave risc to the civil rights
movement: the mobilization of the black
populace in the struggle for basic demo-
cratic rights. Additionally, legally enforced
white supremacy in the South had become
an embarrassment for the U.S. imperial-
ist rulers in their global Cold War against
the Soviet Union, especially among the
peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America.
Between the 1960s and the late 1970s,
the legal-political structure of the South
was brought into alignment with the

Wide World
Little Rock, 1957: Federal troops
dispatched by President Eisenhower
to suppress black defense efforts
during school integration battle.
Fraser (Richard Kirk) opposed SWP’s
call for federal troops.

bourgeois-democralic norms in the rest of

the country. This development underscores
the fact that the root cause of black oppres-
sion lies in the workings of the U.S. capi-

talist economy, not the legal sanctions of

the bourgeois state. Today, blacks possess
al least formal equality under the law,
although this is pervasively violated in
practice. The past two or three decades
have seen increased segregation, particu-
larly in Northern urban arcas, along with
higher black unemployment and homeless-
ness, a racist purge in higher education, the
scourge of AIDS and the massive imprison-
ment of young black men carried out in the
name of ““the war on drugs.” Black pockets
of the rural South are still marked by deep
poverty and victous repression. 1o say noth-
ing of the plight of black New Orleans.
These conditions cannot be eradicated by a
new civil rights movement and a new Civil

Rights Act but only by the overthrow of

the capitalist system through proletarian
socialist revolution.

The Degeneration of the SWP

It is profoundly wrong to assume that

what actually happened in the course of

history had to happen, that no other diver-
gent paths, including radically divergent
paths, were possible. The Southern civil
rights movement in the early-mid 1960s
offered a rare and fleeting opportunity
for even a relatively small revolutionary
organization to win to its program and
ranks the best of a generation of young
black (and white) radicals experienced in
mass, militant struggle against what was
then called the “white power structure.”
Had such a development taken place, the
subsequent course of U.S. and therefore
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world history would have been radically
different. It was not beyond the range of
historical possibility that today we would
be living in a socialist world.

In the U.S. at the time. the SWP was
the only organization with a credible
revolutionary past and traditions and
with. at Teast formally. an authentically
revolutionary program based on Marx,
Engcls. Lenin and Trotsky. However, by
the early 1960s. ground down by the iso-
lation and McCarthyite witchhunting of
the 1950s, the SWP had lost its revolu-
tionary bearings. The party’s qualitative
departure from its erstwhile revolution-
ary working-class politics began around
1960, when it slid into the role of uncriti-
cal cheerleaders for the petty-bourgeois
radical-nationalist leadership of the Cuban
Revolution. The SWP thus abandoned the
centrality of the working class and the
necessity of building Trotskyist partics in
cvery country.

The abandonment of the struggle for
Marxist leadership of the black struggle
in the U.S. was the domestic reflection
of the SWP’s denial of the centrality of
the proletariat in the destruction of capi-
talism. The “Freedom Now™ resolution
adopted at the SWP’s 1963 Convention
codified a wholesale embrace of black
nationalism and was accompanied by a
policy of abstention from the Southern
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Left: Spartacist-initiated Harlem Solidarity Committee rally in NYC garment district, July 1964, called in defense of
ghetto masses during cop riot. Right: Mid-1960s civil rights demonstration in Central Park.

civil rights struggle. In the name of black
“self-determination.” the SWP’s Milirant
became an unpaid public relations organ
for all manner of black “leaders,” from
the pacifistic liberal Martin Luther King
to the reactionary nationalist Elijah
Muhammad, head of the Nation of Islam.

The Spartacist tendency originated in
the early 1960s as a left opposition, the
Revolutionary Tendency, in the SWP. A
central axis of our political fight was
for an active intervention into the South-
ern civil rights movement based on
the perspective of revolutionary integra-
tionism, i.e., linking the struggle for
black democratic rights to working-class
struggle against capitalist exploitation.
At the 1963 SWP Convention, the RT
presented a one-page amendment to the
perspectives document arguing that the
party should “expend significant material
resources in overcoming our isolation
from Southern struggles. In helping to
build a revolutionary movement in the
South, our forces should work directly
with and through the developing left-
wing formations in the movement there.
A successful outcome to our action
would lead to an historic breakthrough
for the Trotskyist movement.”

After the leaders and many members
of the RT were cxpelled in late 1963-
early 1964, we sought, despite our small
forces, to make the civil rights struggles,

North as well as South, a main focus of

our intervention into socicty. We raised
the transitional demand for a Frcedom
Labor Party as a means of breaking young
black militants from the capitalist Demo-
cratic Party in the direction of working-
class politics. As we wrote in 1967:
“Only by the development of a working-
class program and by explicitly open-

ing the door o support by white work-
ers can real political independence be
maintained, real gains won and the basis
laid for eventuat working-class politi-
cal unity. This unity will come about
when the exploited section of the white
South is driven into opposition and is
compelled to forego color prejudice in
order to struggle along class lines

against its real enemies—the owners of

land and industry.
“The creation of a South-wide Freedom
Labor Party would serve as a tremendous
impetus for similar action by Northern
workers. The struggle for such a party
would necessitate a rank-and-file revolt
within the organized labor movement to
overthrow the present labor burcaucracy.”
- *Black and Red—Class Struggle
Road to Negro Freedom,”
Spartacist Special Supplement,
May-June 1967; reprinted in
Marxist Bulletin No. 9, “Basic
Pocuments of the Spartacist
League”
We combined the call for a Freedom Labor
Party with agitation for a labor-based cam-
paign to unionize the “open shop” South.

Fraser on the
Civil Rights Movement

As the SWP began to move rightward
in the mid-late 1950s, Richard Fraser
often opposed the policies of the party
leadership from the left, especially on the
black question. Thus he strongly opposed
the SWP’s periodic demand for the fed-
eral government to send troops to the
South in order to defend black rights
against state and local white-supremacist
regimes and Klan terrorists. Fraser wrote
in 1956 in “Contribution to the Discus-
sion of the Slogan *Send Federal Troops
to Mississippi’™ (reprinted in Prometheus
Rescarch Series No. 3, “In Memoriam—
Richard S. Fraser™):

“Under either Eisenhower or [Democratic
presidential candidate] Stevenson, the

most probable condition under which the
Federal Government will send troops to
the South will be that the Negroes hold
the initiative in the struggle. As long as
the white supremacists have the initiative
and the lid of repression is clamped on
tightly, the social equilibrium is not upset
by a lynching or other terrorist actions.
When the Negroes take the initiative it
i1s a ‘race riot” and the public security
is threatened and an excellent reason is
given for the government to intervene.
“When the Negroes hold the initiative it
will be the function of the Federal army
to restore law and order on the basis
of the existing social system, and will
involve severe repressions against the
Negroes.”

A 1963 document by Fraser titled
“Dialectics of Black Liberation” has re-
cently been republished by the FSP in
the 2004 book Revolutionary Integra-
tion: A Marxist Analysis of African
American Liberation, which also includes
a 1982 document by the FSP’s Tom
Boot, “Revolutionary Integration: Yes-
terday and Today.” Frascr’s document
is scathing in its denunciation of the
SWP leadership’s kowtowing before the
black misleaders of the day: “The concept
of ‘self-determination,” a revolutionary
demand when used by the Bolsheviks, is
denuded of all meaning and becomes a
rationale for the SWP position that any-
one who is leading at the moment is a
good leader and a destined leader, regard-
less of program.” He aptly described the
SWP leadership as having “raised tail-
endism to a political principle.”

However, as the mass Southern civil
rights movement acquired an increasingly
militant character in the early 1960s,
certain weaknesses in Fraser's analysis
came to the fore. Because he believed that
a bourgeois-democratic reform of the
Southern legal-political structure was not



possible within the framework of Ameri-
can capitalism, he ascribed to the civil
rights movement an intrinsically revolu-
tionary dynamic. Thus his 1963 docu-
ment begins with the statement: “The
Black revolt in the southern U.S.A. stands
objectively on the threshold of a new
stage in its development: a stage of politi-
cal organization for revolution, involving
a showdown struggle against the southern
police state and for a new democratic
political system” (emphasis in original).
Here a revolution in the South is given an
essentially democratic content. The strug-
gle of labor against capitalist exploitation
receded into the background.

Along similar lines, Fraser no longer
emphasized the necessary struggle for
black leadership in the racially integrated
organizations of the U.S. working class:
the Leninist-Trotskyist vanguard party at
the most advanced political level. the
trade unions at the mass level. He now
advocated, or at least endorsed, the idea of
a separate “black vanguard party™ as a
transitional step in breaking black radi-
cals from the Democratic Party:

“A Black vanguard party would furnish
(a) a principled program. a rostrum, and
an apparatus for independent Black can-
didates; (b) a graduate school for mili-
tants, specializing in political theory, the
strategy of the struggle, and electioneer-
ing; and (¢) an object lesson for the labor,
peace and ‘progressive’ movements.”

Yet at the verv same time, Fraser also
advocated a Southern labor party, substan-
tially the same programmatic demand that
we expressed in our call for a Freedom
Labor Party. He wrote in this regard: “A
southern labor party is the only kind of
organism which embodies the nceds of
class unity this side of socialism. Whatever
it may be named, the construction of a
political party scerving the interests of
Blacks and white workers is the next stage
of development of the southern struggle.”

The FSP: Liberals with Attitude
The contradictions evident in Fraser’s
1963 document were carried into the for-
mation of the Freedom Socialist Party.
(As we noted earlier. Fraser, who helped
found the FSP in 1966, was cut off from the
organization by a split the following year.)
Under the leadership of the late Clara
Fraser, these contradictions were resolved
by openly repudiating the centrality of the
struggle of labor against capital and em-
bracing and glorifying various currents
of petty-bourgeois radicalism—"people of
color” ethnic politics, gay liberation life-
style politics, and, above all, feminism.
As we have emphasized, a key aspect of
revolutionary integrationism is that black
workers, with their generally higher level
of political consciousness, can and must

lead the mass of white workers, mainly
through the organizations of the labor
movement. But Clara Fraser and her fol-
lowers contemptuously wrote off white
male workers as incorrigibly reactionary
bigots. She declaimed in Freedom Social-
ist (December 1980): “Given the class-
collaboration politics of the U.S. worker.,
the culture of bigotry and misogyny lock
the privileged white males into a prison
of conservative or slow reformism that
has no exit” (emphasis added). She then
went on that these “lackeys of the bosses™
are “being swiftly replaced and ignored
by the army of new worker militants from
the ranks of women, youth, minorities
and lesbian/gays.” Underlying this hostile
contempt toward white male workers,
which is shared by black nationalists (who
extend their hostility to white women
workers as well), is profound despair
toward the prospects for a socialist revo-
lution in the United States.

The FSP’s despairing attitude toward
proletarian struggle and revolution is often
masked by a fatuous triumphalism with
regard to struggle by other oppressed
social groups. In “Revolutionary Integra-
tion: Yesterday and Today,” written in the
early years of Reagan reaction, the FSP’s
Tom Boot exults: “And hearken to the dia-
lectics of the sexual revolution: the vitality
of the Black lesbian/gay sector is the cata-
lyst for restoring the entire Black move-
ment to the revolutionary path!” Such
bombast might pass as bad vaudeville
were it not pronounced just as the AIDS
epidemic was ravaging the gay popula-
tion, puncturing the last balloon of life-
style radicalism.

The FSP abandoned and rcpudiated
Richard Fraser’s understanding ot the
central importance of black oppression
in maintaining the bourgeois order in the
U.S. Thus Boot’s document denounced
the Spartacist League for “an over-
emphasis and unbalanced view of the
importance of the Black worker. This
simplistic approach to the race question
in the U.S. writes off the revolution-
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ary p(;tcntial of the masses of non-white
workers who are not Black.” In opposi-
tion to the FSP, we have always affirmed
the revolutionary potential of all racial
and ethnic components of the U.S. work-
ing class, including its white majority,
while stressing the central importance
of the struggle against black oppression
in the fight for the American socialist
revolution.

The FSP dissolves the black question
into the fashionable notion of “people of
color” This notion obscures the ability of
Latinos, especially lighter-skinned Lati-
nos, and Asian Americans t0 move up
toward the white end of the American
racial-social spectrum through intermar-
riage and other mechanisms of social
advancement. It also obscures the very
significant class as well as racial and eth-
nic divisions among the various “peoples
of color.” What docs a third-generation
Japanese American doctor really have in
common with an undocumented Mexi-
can immigrant farm worker? What does
an Indian immigrant computer techni-
cian have in common with a black janitor
who cleans the office building where the
former is employed?

Just as the FSP abuscs Richard Fraser’s
concept of revolutionary integrationism,
so it abuses Leon Trotsky’s concept of
permanent revolution. Trotsky’s under-
standing was that in countrics of belated
capitalist development, the tasks histori-
cally associated with carlier bourgeois-
democratic  revolutions can only be
achieved through proletarian seizure of
power, which must be extended interna-
tionally. principally to the advanced capi-
talist countries. Boot’s document begins
by pontificating that revolutionary inte-
gration “represents a continuous contem-
porary thread in the ideological fabric of
international Permanent Revolution, the
uninterruptible march of all the world’s
oppressed, led by the working class,
toward social, political and economic
equality.” Permanent revolution is here
presented as an all-powerful, transcendent
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Powerful NYC transit strike in December 2005 drew broad support from ghetto

and barrio masses.

(one might almost say God-like) force
that will ecventually bring about the
triumph of all good things—democratic

rights and freedoms, the eradication of

all forms of social oppression, economic
equality—the world over.

What Fraser said in 1963 of the SWP’s
misuse of “self-determination™ can be
said of the FSP's misuse of permanent
revolution. It is denuded of all meaning
and serves as a rationale for liberal refor-
mist politics and fatuous enthusing over
various petty-bourgeois radical currents.
According to Boot, “The theory of Per-
manent Revolution, first formulated by
Marx and later extended and enriched by
Lenin and Trotsky, states in essence that
the unfinished tasks of bourgeois democ-
racy can only be completed by prole-
tarian socialist revolution” {cmphasis in

original). In other words, the goal of

proletarian revolution is to realize the
principles of bourgeois democracy, which
presumably represent the highest, most
noble-minded aspirations of humanity.
Like most groups in the U.S. that call
themselves socialist, the FSP appeals
mainly to young liberal idealists. Social-
ism is thus presented not in terms of pro-
gressive working-class struggle against
capitalist exploitation but rather as the

expansion and consistent application of

democratic principles. Abusing and trivi-
alizing the theory of permanent revolu-
tion, the FSP invests any and every liberal
reform or demand—defense of legalized
abortion, the legalization of same-sex
marriage, amnesty for undocumented
immigrants—with an anti-capitalist revo-
lutionary content, dynamic or dialectic.
There’s nothing very new about this. In

The State and Revolution (1917), Bolshe-
vik leader V. I. Lenin explained how social
democrats like Karl Kautsky distorted and
vulgarized the ideas and doctrines of Karl
Marx and Friedrich Engels in order to
make them palatable to bourgeois liberals
and petty-bourgeois democrats. The refor-
mist left obscures the Marxist understand-
ing of bourgeois “democracy™ as simply a
facade that covers the reality of the capital-
ist state as an instrument of organized
force and violence——consisting at its core
of the police, army, courts and prisons—tor
maintaining capitalist property and profits.
It is the task of proletarian revolution to
smash the bourgeois state and establish
a workers state, laying the basis for the
abolition of classes in an international
communist world.

The Politics of
Petty-Bourgeois Sectoralism

We describe the politics of the FSP
as sectoralist. What does that mean?
They begin from the premise that the
basic actors on the U.S. left are separate
movements of different oppressed social
groups, based on gender (feminism),
sexual orientation (gay liberation) or race
and ethnicity (“people of color™). The
FSP views itself as representing these
diverse sectors, integrating and batancing
their particular interests and demands. On
a minute scale, the FSP offers a leftist
version of traditional Democratic Party
constituency politics.

The FSP's sectoralism is clearly indi-
cated by its fervent championing of affir-
mative action and “community control,”
two programs promoted by the liberal
wing of the U.S. bourgeoisie to divert and

undermine unified working-class strug-
gle against the capitalist class as a whole.
In a section of his document attacking
the Spartacist League, Boot contends
that “the SL's through-the-looking-glass
approach to affirmative action condemns
women and people of color to no improve-
ment in their status until after the revolu-
tion” (ecmphasis in original).

Boot falsifies our position while
underscoring the liberal reformist con-
fines of the FSP’s own outlook and prac-
tice. FSP members know full well, as do
all regular readers of Workers Vanguard,
that we have actively and consistently
defended affirmative action programs in
higher education against the right-wing
campaign (now largely successful) to
dismantle them. In an advanced capital-
ist country like the U.S., access to higher
education should be feasible for every-
one who wants it. We call for nationaliz-
ing the private universities and for open
admissions and free tuition with a state-
paid living stipend for students. Such a
program can be achieved only through
massive and sustained struggle by a
greatly strengthened labor movement in
this country.

However, in opposition to the FSP, we
do not identify affirmative action as the
only or even main way to improve the
conditions of blacks and other ethnic
minorities and women short of a socialist
revolution. Affirmative action is at best a
limited gain enacted in response to the
civil rights struggles of the 1960s. Its
basic premise is that there is a fixed num-
ber of jobs or college placements and that
these should be redivided in favor of dif-
ferent oppressed groups. Thus, particu-
larty in the workplace, affirmative action
has tended to pit black and other ethnic
minorities and women against one another
and against white males, fighting for a
bigger slice of a shrinking pie instead
of fighting together against the capitalist
class for a bigger pie.

Our answer to mass unemployment
in the black ghettos and Latino barrios,
especially among youth, is a labor-based
struggle for a shorter workweek with no
loss in pay to increase the number of
jobs available. We have also called for
unions to direct special recruitment efforts
toward black, Latino and women workers.

But the FSP, in the name of affirmative
action, supports the efforts of the U.S. rul-
ing class to further weaken the labor move-
ment. Boot writes that the SL “tells anyone
within earshot that affirmative action is a
ruling-class plot, devised by the bosses as
a union-busting tactic.” It is an incon-
testable fact that the capitalist government
has used affirmative action when directed at
unionized work forces in precisely that



way. Most of the significant early affirma-
tive action court suits and programs were
set up under the Nixon administration in
the late 1960s and carly '70s. A case in
point was the Philadelphia Plan, an attempt
to break the union hiring hall in the con-
struction trades through setting quotas for
jobs for minority workers. Such plans were
especially effective in turning middle-class
blacks and white liberals (and many radical
leftists) against organized labor in the name
of securing “racial justice.”

Two basic features of trade unions in
the U.S. are the closed shop (all workers
being required to join the union) and the
seniority list (layoffs determined by date
of hire). These two features are the first
line of defense against arbitrary manage-
ment decisions and the victimization of
individual workers. Seniority agreements
are often to the disadvantage of blacks
and women, who are typically the last
hired. In this sense, they are imperfect
but they are, along with the closed shop,
essential to defense of the union. When
the government tips up seniority lists in
the name of affirmative action, this is
union-busting. The result is no union or
a terribly weakened union, to the detri-
ment of all workers.

Another aspect of the FSP’s reformist
politics 1s its championing of “commu-
nity control.” This slogan was origi-
nally popularized by 1960s radical black
nationalists, notably the Black Panther
Party. Soon, other more moderate forces
embraced the slogau en route to Demo-
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cratic Party machine politics to which
the Panthers, too, soon found their
way. In the aftermath of the ghetto
rebellions of the 1960s, management
of the inner-city black enclaves be-
came a profitable career for ambi-
tious black activists. The ghetto is
treated as a permanently depressed
fiefdom overscen by black operatives
in the government bureaucracy.

In particular, the FSP raises the
slogan of “community control” of the
police in response to the murderous
cop rampages in the ghettos and bar-
rios. In “Escalating Police Violence
Renews Demand for Elected Civilian
Review Boards™ (Freedom Socialist,
October-December 2000), the FSP
calls for civilian review boards
“elected from thc community, not
‘yes men’ or women appointed by
city officials” (emphasis in original).
Such boards should have “full
authority to investigate police mis-
conduct. subpoena witnesses, and
order training, discipline, and fir-
ings.” While conceding that these
agencies would not “eliminate cop
depredations,” the FSP assures us
that they “could certainly reduce
police rampages” (emphasis in origi-
nal). The FSP writes that “honest
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cops should welcome an independent
review mechanism, because it’s the medi-
cine necessary to start getting rid of the
racist, sexist, and macho viruses that
infect the force™ (“Curb Police Brutality
with Civilian Review Boards.” Freedom
Socialist. July-September 1999). Thus the
FSP informs us that “community”-based
review boards would effect a benevolent
moral transformation among the cops
themselves—i.e.,
the capitalists whose job is to brutally
repress labor and terrorize minorities—
resulting in a kinder, gentler police force
sensitive to the needs and interests of the
oppressed.

Reading this nonsense one is reminded
of the New Testament account of the con-
version of St. Paul. Formerly a vicious
and violent persecutor of Christians, one
day on the road to Damascus he saw
the light and was redeemed. Alas, the
redemption of the members and cadre
of the FSP for the cause of proletarian
revolution will not be so easy.

Richard Fraser: In Memoriam
The distance separating ourselves from
the FSP of Clara Fraser and her followers
has long been unbridgeable. In contrast, in
the last five or six years before his death
in 1988, Dick Fraser moved ever closer to
the Spartacist League. We still had differ-
ences and disagreements, which were hon-

the very hired thugs of

estly acknowledged and scriously dis-
cussed. But we were always happy to bend
the stick in favor of the arcas of profound
political agreement between us.

During this period, Fraser provided
invaluable advice, informed by decades
of practical experience as well as Marxist
understanding, concerning the organiza-
tion and work of the Labor/Black Leagues,
transitional organizations of the Sparta-
cist League involved in day-to-day strug-
gles against racial oppression and capital-
ist exploitation. Addressing the SL/U.S.
Seventh National Conference in 1983 on
the question of organizing the Labor/Black
Leagues, he spoke movingly:

“I've had some discussions with many
comradces, which have been very gratify-
ing, and 1 am humbled by the knowl-
cdge that the things 1 wrote 30 years
ago. which were so scorned by the old
party, have had some important impact,
finally.”

In particular, Fraser greatly appreciated
our policy of initiating lubor/black mobi-
lizations to smash the Klan and Nazis
whenever these fascist scum raised their
heads in public, especially in cities with
a large working-class and black popu-
lation. Richard Fraser’s last political act
before his death was his endorsement
of the 5 November 1988 mobilization
that stopped a Klan/Nazi provocation in
Philadefphia.m
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The following article is reprinted, in slightly edited form, from Workers Vanguard No. 875, 1 September 2006.

South Africa

Permanent Revolution vs.
“Two-Stage” Stalinist Betrayal

In 1994, after more than a decade
of massive struggles by the predomi-
nantly black working class and town-
ship poor, the white-supremacist
police-state regime in South Africa
was replaced by Nelson Mandela’s
African National Congress (ANC).
The black African, coloured (mixed-
race) and Indian working people
were promised that their everyday
conditions of life would be great-
ly improved by redistributing the
country’s wealth from the affluent
white ruling elite. Instead, under
the bourgeois-nationalist regimes of
Mandela and his successor, Thabo
Mbcki, conditions for the working
class, rural toilers and township
masses have in many important
respects gotten worse.

Almost a million workers have
been laid off through the privatiza-
tion of government-owned industry
and other kinds of capitalist restruc-
turing. Sixty percent of the adult job-
less black African population has
never been employed. Two million
people have been evicled from their
homes because they could not pay the
sky-high utility bills. and some ten mil-
lion have had their electricity and water
cut off. At the same time, a small black
elite has arisen who drive Mercedes,
vacation in Dubai and clink champagne
glasses with the Randlords of the Anglo-
Gold Ashanti corporation. The income of
white families has increased substantially
while that of the overwhelming majority
of blacks has plummeted.

A key factor in the ANC’s accession
to power was the counterrevolutionary
destruction of the Soviet Union, which for
decades had supported the ANC materially
and diplomatically. During the Cold War,
the ANC and other bourgcois and petty-
bourgeois “Third World” movements and
regimes were able to play off Moscow and
Washington, thereby achicving a certain
latitude in which to maneuver. But as the
Moscow Stalinist regime under Mikhail
Gorbachev fell apart, the ANC leaders

18 May 2006: Johannesburg rally during
one-day COSATU general strike protesting
unemployment, poverty.

openly embraced “power sharing” with
the white racist South African rulers, a
section of whom accepted that ANC rule
no longer posed a threat to the white
ecconomic oligarchy. Today, despite the
change in the political and judicial super-
structure, South Africa remains, as it was
under the white-supremacist apartheid
system, a country in which the black
masses live in Third World poverty
while most whites enjoy First World
conditions. We have thus described South
Africa under the ANC-led government

as a neo-apartheid capitalist state.
Nothing more clearly exposes the
fact that the ANC-led regime is the
cnemy of the workers and the op-
pressed than its response to the AIDS
pandemic that has ravaged South
Africa. According to the United
Nations, in 2005 an estimated 5.5
million South Africans were HIV
positive and some 320,000 died from
AIDS. Women are among the hardest
hit by the pandemic. Today, over
39 percent of pregnant women in
the province of KwaZulu-Natal test
HIV-positive. An effective, scientific
response Lo this crisis has been will-
fully frustrated by the criminal poli-
cies of the ANC-led government.
Mbeki himseif outrageously refuses
to acknowledge the scientific fact
that the HIV virus causes AIDS! On
August 24, police using pepper spray
attacked protesters in Cape Town
who, as part ol a national day of pro-
test by the Treatment Action Cam-
paign, were calling for the firing of
the health minister and demanding
that prisoners be treated with anti-
retroviral drugs.
A key agency upholding the govern-
ment is the heavily overlapping leader-
ship of the reformist South African Com-
munist Party (SACP) and the Congress of
South African Trade Unions (COSATU).
As part of the governing “Tripartite Alli-
ance,” the SACP/COSATU tops keep the
country’s powerful and combative work-
ing class tied to the bourgeois nationalists
of the ANC, who in turn are the black
front men for the dominant white capital-
ist class. Leading SACP cadres are senior
officials in the government, including

Break with the Bourgeois ANC—
No Support to Mbeki, Zumal!
Forge a Leninist-Trotskyist Party!
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Neo-apartheid capitalism: Neison Mandela at New York Stock Exchange on day South African gold corporation began

trading in 2002; gold miner in Boksburg.

those branches directly engaged in the
brutal repression of tabor struggles and
township protests: the Security Ministry
and the intelligence service.

In the Last two years, major labor strikes
and militant township protests have sig-
naled growing hostility on the part of the
black masses toward the ANC regime.
The future of the Tripartite Alliance is
now being intensely debated within the
workers movement and among broader
layers of society. Amid the anger and bit-
ter disillusionment among their working-
class supporters, the SACP tops recently
came out with a discussion document in
which they openly criticiwed the central
ANC leadership (Bua Konianisi! Special
Edition, May 2006). The document raised
the possibility of running candidates in
future elections in the party’s own name,
within the framework of the Alliance.
Such candidacies would have a purely
token character, in no way challenging,
much less weakening. the ANC's govern-
mental power. The document categori-
cally rejects “watering down the ANC’s
overwhelming electoral majority.”

Along somewhat similar lines, the
COSATU burcaucrats have issued a dis-
cussion document (“COSATU Political
Discussion Document—Possibilities for
Fundamental Social Change™) in prepara-
tion for a congress in September strongly
condemning the “neoliberal”™ policies of
the Mbeki regime. It points out that the
share of national income going to the
workers has decreased while the share
raked off in corporate profits has markedly
increased. Nonetheless. the COSATU mis-
leaders cite favorably surveys through
2004 that “have contirmed that the over-
whelming majority of COSATU members
support COSATU’s approach of strategic
engagement from within the Alliance.”

The sordid reality behind the ideologi-

cal claptrap of the SACP document is
the mancuvering inside the ANC itself.
The SACP/COSATU tops are backing
Mbeki's main factional opponent, Jacob
Zuma. Mbeki’s former deputy president,
Zuma combinces a “man of the people”
posture with appeals 10 Zulu tribalist
nationalism.

The SACP leaders have always used
the Menshevik/Stalinist schema of “two-
stage revolution™ as an ideotogical justifi-
cation for their historic alliance and inter-
penetration with the ANC. According to
this schema, conditions are not currently
ready for socialism. Therefore, first must
come a political bloc with “progressive”
bourgeois nationalists, which in South
Africa is called the ““National Democratic

Revolution™ (NDR). Then, some far-off

and unspecified time later. this will
evolve into socialism. Thus the recent
document asserted “the inextricable link-
age between the NDR and the imperative
of *building socialism now’,” while reaf-
firming “our commitment to the ANC-led
Alliance.”

South Africa’s black workers and poor
know damn well that the country is not
moving toward socialism but in the
opposite direction: toward increasingly
brutal capitalist exploitation and immis-
cration. The SACP leadership is in some
difficulty as it has failed to produce the
gains it promised the masses. Hence. in

order to repair the damaged credibility of

the Atliance, the SACP/COSATU tops
have adopted a more leftist stance toward
the Mbeki regime while promising to
fight for more worker-friendly policies.
This is a cynical political con game. In
order to go forward in its struggles, the
working class must break with the ANC-
led Alliance and with the reformist poli-
tics of class collaboration packaged as
the National Democratic Revolution.

In opposing the “two-stage revolution”
schema—a formula for class betrayal—
Spartacist South Africa, section of the
International Communist League, stands
for the program and perspective of per-
mancnt revolution developed by Bolshe-
vik feader Leon Trotsky. This posits that
in countries of combined and uneven
development, the outstanding democratic
tasks historically associated with the
bourgeois revolutions can only be carried
out through the assumption of power
by the working class. In South Africa,
genuine national liberation and the de-
struction of black oppression require
proletarian revolution and its extension
to the advanced capitalist (imperialist)
countries of North America, West Europe
and Japan. In fighting for that goal, we
seck to build a Leninist revolutionary
vanguard party of the working class that
would champion the cause of the vast
unemployed urban masses, the landless,
immigrants, women, agricultural laborers
and all of those oppressed under neo-
apartheid capitalism.

Upsurge in Labor Struggles,
Township Protests

All too little has changed in the “new”
South Africa. Retaining an ironclad grip
on the cconomic resources of the country
(mines, banks, factories and land), the
white bourgeoisie subcontracts out the
task of administering the capitalist state
to the ANC.

Last year saw the largest strike wave
since the ANC assumed power, as work-
ers protested starvation wages in the face
of booming profits and fat bonuses to
management. Militant actions by South
African Airlines workers grounded both
domestic and international flights, stun-
ning the company by their determination
and the level of public support. In the
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first national mine workers strike since
the late 1980s, 100,000 members of the
National Union of Mineworkers shut
down the gold sector, supported in an
important {and unprecedented) action by
two historically white craft unions.

In June 2005, COSATU called a one-
day general strike against unemployment
and poverty, supposedly meant to launch a
serics of rolling mass actions. A rally at
Johannesburg Library Gardens was char-
acterized by heightened anti-ANC senti-
ment. When the COSATU bureaucrats per-
sisted in raising desperate cries of “Viva
ANC! Viva!™, a large section of the crowd
of up to 50,000 replicd “*Phansi!™ (Down!).

For the past two years, a wave ol pro-
tests—mainly over lack of water, electri-
city and decent housing—has swept South
Africa. The most dramatic upheaval
occurred in the Merafong township of
Khutsong on the West Rand, where resi-
dents called for a boycott of the local
elections in March 2006 and turned the
area into a “no go zone” for the ruling
party. When Defense Minister and ANC
national chairman  Mosiuoa “Terror™
Lekota attempted to call a pro-government
rally. he was greeted with chants of
“voetsek™ (I--k oft).

In the township of Soshanguve, north
of Pretoria, residents used rakes, spades
and building tools to drive off security
guards who had dismantled their shacks
the night before. Police then arrived and
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Top left: South African president Thabo Mbeki. Left: Former Mbeki deputy
Jacob Zuma. Squatter camp in Soweto (above) epitomizes impoverishment,
oppression of black masses under ANC-led regime.

fired on the crowd with rubber bullets and
stun grenades. In Durban, a march by the
Shack Dwellers Movement, which organ-
ized an electoral boycott, was attacked by
the cops. Protesters were beaten while in
police custody. These scenes of revolt and
repression take place almost daily in the
“new” South Africa.

Jacob Zuma:
Anti-Working-Class Politician

The SACP and COSATU tops have
sought to deflect the growing anger against
the government among the working class
and township poor into support for the
Zuma “camp” of the ANC. When Mbeki
dismissed Zuma as deputy president in
June 2005, the COSATU leadership, the
SACP and the ANC Youth and Women’s
leagues came to his defense. Mbeki is
widely viewed as a coldblooded, arrogant
technocrat whose main priority is placat-
ing the white corporate elite and their
tmperialist senior partners, as well as their
black junior partners. But as a bourgeois
politician and Zulu traditionalist, Zuma is
no less a class enemy of the proletariat than
Mbeki. He derives a lot of his support
from the fact that he poses as a “man of
the people,” willing to listen to the work-
crs and the township poor. But he is sim-
ply a bourgeois populist who endorses the
austerity policies of the current govern-
ment. Criminally, the SACP/COSATU
tops have told the working class to take

sides in a power struggle between two
bourgeois politicians. Opposing Mbeki is
not the same as opposing class collabora-
tion with the bourgeois ANC. Break with
the ANC! Forge a revolutionary workers
party!

The obscenity of the SACP’s pro-Zuma
position became utterly manifest during
his recent trial for the rape of an HIV-
positive woman, which resulted in his
acquittal. In his trial testimony, Zuma
ignorantly proclaimed that he showered
after sex to minimize the chance of catch-
ing AIDS! Meanwhile, his supporters pa-
raded outside the courthouse carrying the
slogans “Burn the Bitch™ and " 100% Zulu-
boy.” Disgustingly, the Young Communist
League joined the pro-Zuma protests, ren-
dering absolutely contemptible the SACP’s
claims to stand against Mbeki’s HIV de-
nialism and against women’s oppression.

One of the most sinister aspects of
these events was their fostering of tribal-
ist enmities. Many Zulus and others saw
Zuma’s dismissal as an anti-Zulu plot by
Mbeki and other Xhosa central leaders of
the ANC. The historically Xhosa region
of the Eastern Cape in fact contains some
of the most destitute areas in the country.
In reality, the ANC represents the inter-
ests of the (overwhelmingly white) capi-
talist class against workers of all racial
and ethnic groups: Zulu, Xhosa and other
black Africans, Indian, coloured and white.
Since coming to power, the ANC has



increasingly worked to pit different sec-
tors of the oppressed against each other.

The Tripartite Alliance:
A Nationalist Popular Front

The Tripartite Alliance between the
ANC, SACP and COSATU is a national-
ist popular front in which the power of
the African working class is held in
check by its subordination to the suppos-
edly “progressive” national bourgeoisie.
The SACP’s class-collaborationist alli-
ance with the bourgeois ANC goes back
at least to the 1930s. The central purpose
of the SACP discussion document is to
provide a theoretical and historical ratio-
nale for maintaining the Alliance.

According to the document, the post-
1994 period was a “democratic break-
through™ opening up progressive possibil-
iies under the ANC-led regime. Focusing
its criticism overwhelmingly on the GEAR
policy—an anti-worker austerity plan
implemented in 1996 under Mandela to
attract foreign investment and boost prof-
its—the document argues: “Relative to
the transformational potential of the
1994 conjuncture, this project {GEAR]
represents a serious strategic setback for
the working class (and the national dem-
ocratic revolution)” (emphasis in original).
The document draws the conclusion that it
is necessary to rebuild a mass-based ANC
in order to fight for a “progressive devel-
opmental” (i.c., capitalist) state.

Even on its own terms, this account
whitewashes the fact that the SACP
initially endorsed GEAR and has played
an active role in the ANC-led government
for ten years. Underlying GEAR was not
the sudden conversion of the central ANC
leadership to neoliberal ideology but
the imperatives of the world capitalist
system: driving down the cost ol labor in
order to increase the international com-
petitiveness of South African business.

Those like the SACP who argue that
some other set of economic policies—
e.g., the 1994 COSATU-authored Recon-
struction and Development Program—
could promote the welfare of labor and
capital simultaneously are peddling a
nationalist lie. And the purpose of that lie
is to obscure the fundamental fact that
modern socicty is divided into two main
classes—the capitalist exploiters and the
exploited proletariat—whose interests arc
irreconcilable.

By centering its criticisms on Mbeki’s
particular policics, the SACP sceks to dis-
guise the class nature of South African
society and the neo-apartheid capitalist
state. Thus the document asserts: “The
post-1994 democratic state is not inher-
ently capitalist, it is, in fact, a sharply
class-contested reality,” Furthermore, in

regard to the judiciary, the police and intel-
ligence forces, the document declares that
“demagogic attacks on these institutions
are short-sighted and reckless.”

As Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, V.L
Lenin and Leon Trotsky argued repeat-
edly, there is no such thing as a class-
neutral “democracy”; every state is an
apparatus of repression—bascd on armed
bodies of men, principally the army and
police—that protects the social interests
and property forms of the ruling class.
[.enin wrote in The Proletarian Revolu-
tion und the Renegade Kautsky (1918):
“Even in the most democratic bourgeois
state the oppressed people at every
step encounter the crying contradiction
between the formal equality proclaimed
by the ‘democracy’ of the capitalists and
the thousands of real limitations and sub-
terfuges which turn the proletarians into
wage-slaves” (cmphasis in original). The
working class cannot simply lay hold
of the ready-made state machinery and
wield it for its own purposes. The capital-
ist state cannot be reformed. It must be
smashed through socialist revolution.

[ronically, a counter-polemic against the
SACP document published in an official
journal of the ANC, ANC Today (13 June
2006), cites Marx to refute the notion that
South Africa is not a capitalist socicty
with a capitalist state: “In reality, the state-
ment that South Africa ‘is not inherently
capitalist’ is mere demagogy, with no sci-
entific, Marxist foundation.” Indeed it is!

Apartheid’s purpose was the procure-
ment, reproduction and control of super-
exploited African labor for white-owned
capital, initially centered on the min-
ing industries. The legal edifice may

31

have changed, but the fundamental basis
of South African capitalism, including
the enormous disparities between racial
groups, has not. During the anti-apartheid
struggles, the SACP and COSATU lead-
ership consciously maneuvered to tie the
working class to the bourgeois-nationalist
ANC despite the masses’ far more radi-
cal aspirations, thereby laying the basis
for neo-apartheid capitalism. Exploita-
tion, immiseration and oppression can be
eliminated only through a proletarian
socialist revolution modeled on the Octo-
ber 1917 Russian Revolution led by
Lenin and Trotsky’s Bolshevik Party.

Menshevik/Stalinist
“Two-Stage” Betrayal

The 1917 October Revolution was the
great event of the 20th century. Leading
the vast, impoverished peasant masses,
the small Russian working class, concen-
trated centrally in a few industrial centers,
seized political power across one-sixth
of the globe. The Russian Revolution
smashed the old state apparatus, inherited
from the tsarist autocracy, replacing the
class dictatorship of capital with the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat based on dem-
ocratically elected councils (soviets) of
workers and peasants.

Despite the enormous poverty and
backwardness that the Bolsheviks con-
fronted (and the later degeneration of the
Soviet workers state under Stalinist rule).
the October Revolution laid the basis for
a planned cconomy that would transform
the country into an industrial power-
house whose military might served as a
counterweight to U.S. imperialism. Full
employment, housing and hcalth care

AP

Cape Town, 18 August 2006: Treatment Action Campaign activists protest
government’s criminal AIDS policies, call for resignation and arrest of health

minister.
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Left: Workers take over Shanghai as Chiang Kai-shek’s forces approach city, 1927. Stalin’s 1927 autographed photo
(center) dedicated to Chiang “in honor of the victory of the Guomindang and the liberation of China.” Right: Execution
of Communist Party member, one of thousands massacred following Chiang’s coup.

were won only through the overthrow of
capitalism.

Against the Mensheviks, the original
proponents of “two-stage revolution,”
L.enin wrote a few months after the over-
throw of the tsarist autocracy while Rus-
sta was in revolutionary turmoil:

“The leaders of the petty bourgeoisie—
the intellectuals, the prosperous peas-
ants, the present parties of the Narodniks
{populists]...and the Mensheviks—are
not at present in favor of a revolution
against the capitalists....
“The conclusion is obvious: only the
assumption of power by the proletariat,
backed by the semi-proletarians, can give
the country a really strong and rcally
revolutionary government” (emphasis in
original).
—"A Strong Revolutionary
Government” (May 1917)
This statement shows that Lenin had in
effect come to the understanding carlier
put forward by Trotsky that the revolution
in Russia could be consummated only
through the proletarian seizure of power.

As later practiced by the Stalinists, the
“two-stage revolution™ policy led not to
socialism but to bloody counterrevo-
lution. The second stage, so to speak,
occurred when the bourgeois nationalists
turned on and massacred their Commu-
nist would-be allies and the workers and
peasants who supported them, such as in
China in 1927 and Indonesia in 1965.

Consider the Chinese Revolution of
1925-27. By then the bureaucratic degen-
eration of the Soviet state had placed at
the head of the Communist International
J.V. Stalin and Nikolai Bukharin, who
applied the old Menshevik schema to
colonial and semicolonial countries under
the slogan of the “Anti-lmperialist United

Front.” Insisting that the coming revolu-
tion in semicolonial China would be lim-
ited to a “national-democratic revolution”
placing the bourgeoisie in power, Stalin
and Bukharin, despite objections by Trot-
sky. continued the policy of the liquida-
tion of the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) into Chiang Kai-shek’s bourgeois-
nationalist Guomindang (GMD), which
soon engaged In a civil war against
imperialist-backed Northern warlords in
the name of unifying China.

In early 1927, the GMD army marched
on Shanghai, then controlled by a local
militarist backed by the British. Under
CCP leadership, 500.000 workers staged
a general strike that developed into a
successful insurrection. Communist-led
workers effectively took over this key
metropolis. But the Shanghai proletariat
laid down its arms on Stalin’s orders. And
shortly after Chiang’s troops entered the
city, where they were welcomed by
the victorious workers, Chiang staged a
bloody coup that behcaded the Chinese
proletariat. Tens of thousands of Commu-
nists and revolutionary-minded workers
were slaughtered. Following this catas-
trophic defeat, the battered CCP, under
Moscow’s instructions, shifted its sup-
port from Chiang to a rival “left’” GMD
bourgeois nationalist, Wang Jingwei, who
controlled the major city of Wuhan. A few
months later, Wang in turn massacred
his Communist would-be allies and their
working-class supporters.

Trotsky’s Theory of
Permanent Revolution

It was in the aftermath of the crushing
defeat of the Chinese Revolution (and

part of his struggle against the treacher-
ous and disastrous Stalinist leadership of
the world Communist movement) that
Trotsky generalized his theory of per-
manent revolution, which he had first
developed in 1904-06 with regard to
the course of the revolutionary struggle
in tsarist Russia. Permanent revolution
rejects the nationalist bloc between the
proletariat and its capitalist class enemy.

By the late 19th century, the major
imperialist powers had subjugated the rest
of the world through either conquest or
commercial/financial dependency, while
the struggle among them for economic
and military predominance intensified. In
countries of belated capitalist develop-
ment, the propertied classes emerged as
too dependent on and tied to imperialism
to complete the historic tasks of social
and economic modernization. “Progressive
developmental” capitalism in a country
like South Africa or those of Latin
America is an illusion. However. in many
cascs foreign investment has created
a force capable of breaking the hold
of imperialist domination and opening
the road to social progress: the industrial
proletariat.

Thus, Trotsky wrote in The Permanent
Revolution (1930): “With regard to coun-
tries with a belated bourgeois development,
especially colonial and semi-colonial
countries, the theory of the permanent
revolution signifies that the complete and
genuine solution to their tasks of achiev-
ing democracy and national emancipa-
tion is conccivable only through the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat as the leader of
the subjugated nation.”

In South Africa, adequate housing for



millions in the townships and shanty-
towns, electricity and clean water for the
entire population, free quality education,
the cradication of lobolu (the bride price)
and female genital mutilation, the
mobilization of all available scientific and
medical resources in combating the AIDS
pandemic: these desperately needed
measures require the socialist transforma-
tion of the economy and society. South
Africa’s industrial proletariat has the
power and class interests to unite all of
the oppressed in a determined battle for a
revolutionary workers government.
Lenin, Trotsky and the other leaders of
the Bolshevik Revolution never believed
(contrary to Stalin’s later falsifications)
that socialism could be built in a single
country, especially not in a relatively
poor country besicged by world imperi-
alism. As Trotsky wrote in The Perma-
nent Revolution: “In a country where the
proletariat has power in its hands as the
result of the democratic revolution, the
subsequent fate of the dictatorship and
socialism depends in the last analysis not
only and not so much upon the national
productive forces as upon the development
of the international socialist revolution.”
As we wrote shortly after the ANC
succeeded the apartheid regime:
“The consolidation or simply the survi-
val of a socialist revolution in South
Africa requires ils international exten-
sion. This was the core of the Bolshe-
viks’ program....
“For the moment South Africa is a weak-
ened link in the chain of the world capi-
talist system binding the neocalonies of
the Third World to the imperialist states
of North America, West Europe and
Japan. It is necessary to mobilize the
forces of the proletariat to break that
chain at its weakest links, and then
fight like hell to take the battle 1o the
imperialist centers, secking allies against
the vicious encmy of all the oppressed-—
international capital. Thus, the flight to
build a South African Bolshevik Party is
inseparable from the struggle we in the
International Communist  League  are
waging to reforge an authentically Trot-
skyist Fourth International.”
—"South African Powder Keg:
Part Four,” WV No. 606,
16 September 1994, reprinted
in Black History and the
Class Struggle No. 12

A socialist revolution in South Africa
would reverberate among working peo-
ple and the oppressed the world over,
finding strategically powerful allics in
the proletariat of the imperialist centers.

For a Revolutionary
Vanguard Party

Reflecting the growing popular discon-
tent with the Mbeki governinent. several
groups and individuals outside the Alli-
ance have raised the call for a new
mass workers party, for example. Trevor

Ngwane of the Anti-Privatization Fo-
rum (APF). The Johannesburg-based APF
functions as a kind of political sandbox
for various pseudo-Trotskyist organiza-
tions in South Africa, including the CIiff-
ite Keep Left group and the Democratic
Socialist Movement, which is affiliated
with the Taaffeite Committee for a Work-
ers International. Trevor Ngwane himself
is a former ANC local councillor who was
expelled from the party in 2000 for
opposing the cxtensive privatization of
government-owned industries.

In a brief document titled, “The Van-
guard and the Mass™ (February 2005),
Ngwane calls for “a party which groups
the majority of workers together on politics
which reflects their own interests” and
denounces any conception of an independ-
ent vanguard party as amounting to “‘not
really a vanguard-——just a sect.” Ngwane’s
“Socialist Group™ in the APF issued a
similar call three years ago. In response,
we wrote in “South Africa: Union Mili-
tants  Protest COSATU Alliance with
ANC” (WV No. 808, 29 August 2003):
“This is essentially a call for a ‘party of the
whole class.” The model for this is the
(old) British Labour Party.... We reject the
notion that the South African working
class must pass through the experience of
amass reformist party before a revolution-
ary party can develop out of it—a kind of
two-stage theory of party-building.”

In practice. the APF is a class-
collaborationist outfit secking to pressure
the ANC-led regime from the left. This is
clearly indicated by the APF’s allegiance to
the World Social Forum (WSF) movement,
which is also supported by the COSATU
leadership. The purpose of the Social For-
ums, which are bankrolled by various
agencices of the imperialist rulers and their
neocolonial underlings, was to draw lelt-
radical youth protesting the evils of “glo-
balization” away from pitched battles with
the forces of the capitalist state and to
corral them behind the “democratic alter-
native”™ of parliamentary reformism, while
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pretending that these talk shops were “non-
parliamentary” (see “Social Forum Con
Game,” WV No. 853, 2 September 2005).

The list of sponsors of the biannual
meetings of the WSF in Porto Alegre,
Brazil, include the Brazilian federal gov-
ernment, the Banco do Brasil and the
country’s giant oil company, Petrobras.
The 2003 European Social Forum (ESF)
in Paris was funded by the right-wing
Chirac government. And the 2004 ESF in
London was bankrolled and hosted by
New Labour mayor Ken Livingstone,
supporter of the U.S./NATO bombing of
Serbia in 1999.

The Social Forums have been dominat-
ed by the misnamed “"Non-Governmental”
Organizations (NGOs). These organiza-
tions, sanctioned by and receiving much
of their funding from churches, corpora-
tions and capitalist states, are hardly inde-
pendent of the governments to which they
are answerable. Like other components of
the Social Forum movement elsewhere,
the APF in South Africa is funded by
NGOs such as Oxfam Canada and War on
Want. As the old saying goes, “He who
pays the piper calls the tune.”

For the perspective of permanent rev-
olution in South Africa to become a reality
requires the forging of a vanguard party
modeled on l.cnin’s Bolshevik Party, a
party which led the first and only success-
ful proletarian revolution in history. This
party united the most politically advanced
workers with the best of the Jeftist intel-
lectuals. The Bolshevik Party was built
through political and polemical struggle
against the reformist pscudo-Marxists (the
Mensheviks), the populist Social Revolu-
tionarics and the left nationalists of the
various oppresscd peoples of the tsarist
empire. Similarly, our comrades of Spar-
tacist South Africa seek to aggressively
confront the different currents of the
South African left in political and polemi-
cal struggle with the aim of forging an
authentic Leninist-Trotskyist party on a
clear programmatic basis. |
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50 Rounds: NYPD Killers

The Jamaica, Queens neighborhood
where 23-year-old Sean Bell died in a
fusillade of police bullets in the early
morning of November 25 is seething. On
December 1, 600 mourners attended his
funeral in the church where he was to be
married one week earlier. Hundreds more
massed outside, some carrying signs read-
ing “Justice for Sean Bell.” The next day,
comrades of the Spartacist League and
Labor Black League joined some 200
angry protesters who gathered near the site
where he was killed and where his two
friends were gravely injured. Protesters
chanting “50 shots from the New York
cops!” marched to the 103rd precinct as
the crowd, having swelled to close to
500 people, was confronted by a phalanx
of cops. There, after a speaker announced
that Bell’s friend Joseph Guzman had
been hit by 19 bullets—not the eleven
that had first been reported—the crowd
marched to the hospital where Guzman
and Trent Beneficld still lie.

Meanwhile, the NYPD continues its
frenzied attempt to intimidate witnesses
and blame the killing on the victims. In
the guise of hunting for an illusory fourth
man with a gun, the cops have smashed
into homes in Queens and the Bronx,
arresting several young black people. One
of the arrested men told the New York
Daily News (2 December 2006) that the
cops busted his nose and were “scream-
ing, “Where’s the f-----g gun!’”

We print below an edited leaflet issued
by the New York Spartacist League on
30 November 2006, which has been dis-
tributed at protests this week.

* * *

Sean Bell, a 23-ycar-old black man,
was gunned down in a storm of 50 bullets
by plainclothes vice squad cops on his
wedding day as he left his bachelor party
in the early morning hours of November
25. Bell’s fiancée Nicole Paultre, who is
attending his funeral instead of their wed-
ding, told the truth: “They barricaded him
in and they executed him.” Sean Bell’s
companions—Joseph Guzman, shot at
least |1 times, and Trent Benefield, shot
three times—were seriously wounded and
then handculfed to their hospital beds.

_For Lahor Protest Against Ra

Family photo
Sean Bell, killed by NYPD on wed-
ding day, with fiancée Nicole Paultre
and one of their daughters.

After the killing came the mudslide of
lies, the first being that the men had a gun.
While the killer cops were put on paid
vacation, the police department unleashed
every gun-sniffing dog and investigator
with a metal detector to find something to
justify this heinous crime. But there was
nothing but the innocent victims’ blood to
be found. Now a theory of “contagious
shooting™ has been concocted by the New
York Times and other capitalist mouth-
pieces to try to explain away what hap-
pened—as if methodically loading two
magazines in a 9-millimeter pistol and fir-
ing away at unarmed young black and
Latino men is like catching the sniffles
from your sneezing partner.

As shock in the community swelled to
rage, the sellout black capitalist politi-
cians moved fast to try to quash the anger
of the pcople they claim to represent.
Mayor Bloomberg rounded up the usual
suspects to cool things down. Democrats
like Congressman Charles Rangel, one-
time FBI fink Al Sharpton and City Coun-
cilman Charles Barron, who uses his
Black Panther past as a militant veneer for
his service to the city rulers, flanked the

mayor as he appealed for “dialogue™ and
conceded that Sean Bell's killing appeared
to be a case of “‘excessive force.”

City Councilman Thomas White Jr. got
his comeuppance from several hundred
protesters massed outside the Queens
hospital where Guzman and Beneficld lay
wounded following the shooting. When
the councilman preached, “We are not
going to be angry,” the crowd roared
back, “Oh, yes we are!” Now the NAACP
is calling for a federal investigation—so
the same Justice Department that justifies
the torture of “terror suspects” is sup-
posed to defend the victims of cop terror!

What’s called for is mass protest,
headed by New York City’s integrated
labor movement. The kind of independ-
ent working-class action that’s necessary
was seen in New York City last year when
the Transport Workers Union defied the
no-strike Taylor Law and crippled the
finance capital of the world for three days.
The same Mayor Bloomberg who now
expresses concern over Bell'’s killing de-
nounced the heavily black and immigrant
transit workers as “thugs” for using their
strike weapon. In defending themselves
against the bosscs and the government, the
transit workers demonstrated the social
power that must be mobilized in defense
of the oppressed ghetto and barrio masses.
A one-day strike or mass labor-led protest
against racist cop terror would pack more
wallop than a thousand photo-ops for Al
Sharpton and Charles Barron. But this
class-struggle strategy requires a political
fight against the labor bureaucracy, which
embraces the Democratic Party and the
capitalist courts and cops.

Defining “acceptable force™ will no
doubt be a focus of the City Council and
the police civilian review board. What’s
acceptable? The 41 bullets fired at the
unarmed 22-year-old African immigrant
Amadou Diallo in the vestibule of his home
in 19997 Or the 20-odd bullets pumped into
the backs of 18-year-old Antonio Rosario
and 22-year-old Hilton Vega in 1995 in the
Bronx as they lay on the ground as ordered
by the police before their killing? Or will
they draw the linc at a morc economi-
cal blast of bullets, such as police used
to kill Timothy Stansbury, an unarmed




19-ycar-old, on the roof of his Brooklyn
housing project in 2004, or Mingo Kenneth
Mason, who was shot and killed outside a
Harlem project with one bullet this Sep-
tember? The police arsenal of terror is not
limited to semi-automatics: who can for-
get Haitian immigrant Abner Louima, bru-
tally sodomized with a broom handle and
beaten within an inch of his life in 1997
after being hauled into a police station for
“questioning”?

It’s been 15 years since the videotaped
vicious beating of Rodney King showed
the world what happens all the time to
black people in racist America. Young
black men have always been targets of
racist violence in this capitalist system.
But not even an aged black woman sitting
in her own home is safc from the cops. In
Atlanta, 88-year-old Kathryn Johnston
managed to lire several shots in self-
defense before cops with a “*no knock”
warrant broke down her door supposedly
looking for drugs and killed her in a hail
of bullets on November 21. One week
later, protesters stormed police barricades
in front of Kathryn Johnston's house. A
church meeting was flanked with signs
mocking the city’s paid leave for the
killer cops. One read: “Kill a Black Citi-
zen and Get Paid.” We say: Down with the
racist “war on drugs™! No to gun control!

What happened to Sean Bell and Kath-
ryn Johnston ought to dispel avy illusions
that having more black cops will change
a damn thing. The latest victims were
gunned down by a rainbow coalition of
police: black, white and Latino, led by a
white police chief in New York and a

black police chief in Atlanta. As the New
York Spartacist League wrote in a leaflet
issued immediately after the killing of
Amadou Diallo (reprinted in Workers
Vanguard No. 707, 19 February 1999):
“Such brutal, sadistic cop terror is not an
‘aberration.” The cops, courts and prison
system arc at the core of the capitalist
state, the repressive apparatus which
protects the rule, the property and the
profits of the tiny minority which owns
the wealth of this country. While the
capitalist class drives to increase profits,
squeezing the working class and starving
the ghettos, the gap between rich and
poor grows ever wider. To enforce its
rule, the capitalists must strengthen their
apparatus of murderous repression.”

It is crucial to understand that system-
atic racial oppression and segregation is
a pillar of capitalist rule, and so it con-
tinues under Democratic as well as Re-
publican administrations. Today the U.S.
ruling class doesn’t need black youth
even as a “last hired, first fired” reserve
army of labor. That means the govern-
ment has no need to educate them either.
So astounding numbers are locked up in
the vastly expanding prison system, and
others are poached by military recruiters
to get blown away in U.S. imperialism’s
murderous occupation of Iraq. The “war
on terror” is camouflage for the imperial-
ist rulers to ride roughshod from Afghan-
istan to Iraq and for their war at home
against immigrants, black people and
the rights of the population as a whole.
Bishop Lester Williams, who had been
scheduled to perform Bell’'s wedding,
bluntly said in referring to the cops’ treat-
ment of black Queens: “It’s little Iraq.”
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Nationwide anger over the wave of cop
killings should be tied to the fight to free
Mumia Abu-Jamal, who was railroaded to
death row on fualse charges of killing
a Philadelphia policeman in 1981. A
former Black Panther and later a MOVE
supporter and award-winning journalist,
Mumia exposed the brutal workings of
the racist cops and their “justice” system.
For this he was victimized in a racist,
political frame-up. The fight for freedom
for Mumia is a fight against the capitalist
state’s ultimate instrument of racist ter-
ror: “legal lynching” by the death penalty.
In this struggle, no confidence must be
placed in the “fairness” of the racist capi-
talist courts, and all confidence placed in
the power of mass, labor-centered protest.

The hard truth is that the only way to
eliminate police brutality is to do away
with the system of racist American capital-
ism, for which the “gang in blue uniforms”
is the front line of defense. To fight for this
kind of fundamental social change requires
the understanding that the working class,
which creates the wealth of this society,
must lead the way forward to equality and
justice for all, through socialist revolution.
When the profit system is smashed and
replaced with a planned economy, utilizing
the wealth of this country for human need
instcad of capitalist greed, then we’ll be
on the road to completing the unfulfilled
promise of the Civil War for black free-
dom. The Spartacist League, together with
the Labor Black Leagues, is dedicated to
the fight to build the revolutionary workers
party that can lead this struggle. Sean Bell,
Kathryn Johnston: We will not forget!m
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reprinted from Workers Vanguard Nos. 885 and 886, 2 and 16 February 2007

Immigrant Rights and the
Fight for Black Liberation

WV Photo

Rubiera/Fayetteville Observer

Left: Queens protest against racist cop killing of Sean Beli, 2 December 2006. Right: Walkout at Smithfield against
victimization of immigrant workers, 17 November 2006.

JANUARY 27—Three days ago. Burcau
of Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE) agents descended upon the
Smithfield pork processing plant in Tar
Heel, North Carolina. and arrested 21
workers who are now being deported.
The Smithfield bosses have worked hand
in hand with ICE, targeting workers on
the pretext that their Social Sccurity
numbers cannot be verified.

After more than a decade of struggle
by the United Food and Commercial
Workers union to organize Smithfield, the
company recently said it will allow a new
union representation election. However,
just prior to the ICE raid, the company
said that beginning in February it will
fire up to 600 workers, primarily those
who walked out to protest the firing of
75 immigrants last year (sec “Smithfield
Walkout Saves Immigrants® Jobs” WV
No. 881, 24 November 2006). Moreover,
Smithfield has effectively blocked elec-
tions by appealing a National Labor Rela-
tions Board ruling that held that the com-
pany’s private cops had brutalized
workers during an carlicr walkout.

The arrests at Smithtficld are the latest
installment of a vindictive campaign
launched by the government following
immigrant rights protests last spring.
More than 750 immigrants in Southern
California were rounded up this month as
part of “Operation Return to Sender,” a

nationwide drive in which more than
13,000 people have been arrested since
June, ostensibly for evading deportation
orders or for having previously been
deported for crimes committed in the U.S.

“Homeland Sccurity” repression is also
bearing down on unionized black work-
ers. Late last year in Chicago, some 70
mostly black rail workers lost their jobs,
many for supposedly violating new gov-
crnment  guidefines  barring  ex-felons
from holding such positions. As we wrote
in “Protest “War on Terror” Firing of Rail
Workers!™ (WV No. 884, 19 January):
“The fight for the rights of workers, immi-
grants and black people will either go for-
ward together—independent from and
opposed to the capitalist class and its gov-
ernment—or fall back separately.”

The following is adapted from a forum
given in Los Angeles on 16 September
2006 by Spartacist League Central Com-
mittee member Don Alexander,

ES ES k

Not a day passes without many hor-
rible examples of the social barbarism
inherent in this decaying. racist capitalist
system. In the world arena. so-called civ-
ilized U.S. imperialism has been and is
the outstanding example of imperialist
rapacity, smugness. hypocrisy, torture
and mass murder. In the U.S.. the biparti-
san “war against terror’” is a war against
immigrants, black people, the left and

labor. It is no accident that following the
nationwide immigrant rights protests last
May, the capitalist government dis-
patched the National Guard to the Mexi-
can border and also sent Guardsmen
back to New Orleans. Not a mere coinci-
dence. The racist capitalist ruling class
has never missed a chance to play whites
off against blacks, blacks and whites
against immigrants, men against women,
old against young, and vice versa.

The struggles against anti-immigrant
chauvinism and for black freedom are
intertwined. The key to unlocking the
power of labor in the United States is the
fight for black liberation, which can be a
motor force for proletarian revolution.
We say that the color bar in America, the
special oppression of black people as an
oppressed race-color caste, serves to
obscure the division of society into irrec-
oncilabie classes and to keep the work-
ing class divided.

Today immigrants are 12 percent of
the population, with about half coming
from Mexico and Central America and
the rest from Asia and Europe. In the
1950s, only 2.5 million immigrants
arrived in the United States, with 60 per-
cent coming from Europe or Canada,
25 percent from Latin America or the
Caribbean and only 6 percent from Asia.
By the 1980s, however, immigration to
the U.S. had ncarly tripled to 7.3 million




people, only 12 percent of whom came
from Europe or Canada, with 47 percent
originating from [Latin America and
another 37 percent from Asia. During the
1990s, an additional ten million immi-
grants entered the country, exceeding the
prior pace set in the previous decade by
37.7 percent. The vast majority came
from Latin America and Asia.

Twenty years ago, the right-wing
Republican Reagan administration intro-
duced the Immigration Reform and Con-
trol Act. They came up with a “guest
worker” program primarily serving the
interests of huge agribusiness. But the Act
legalized 2.3 million Mexican workers,
who had to document at least tive years of
residence in the U.S. This meant that
Hispanics—who had historically been
concentrated in Texas, California and also
Florida, with its large number of Cubans,
Nicaraguans and others—could move else-
where. During the 1990s, the Hispanic
population increased by some 60 percent,
rising from 22.4 million in 1990 to 35.3
million in 2000. By 2003, the new census
counts confirmed that the Hispanic popu-
lation surpassed black Americans as the
nation’s largest minority.

Our Marxist program speaks directly to
immigrants’ burning needs. We demand
full citizenship rights for all immigrants,
whether legal or “illegal’—for all who
have made it here. We also say that if there
were a real amnesty for undocumented
workers, we would support that, while
recognizing that such gains are partial.
We stand for full equality of all languages
in all spheres of public life and defend
bilingual education against “English only”
bigots. We stand unalterably opposed
to the bourgeoisie’s anti-immigrant laws
and regulations. Against the capitalists’
attempts to use undocumented, low-wage
immigrant workers as a club against
the trade unions, we seek to mobilize the
labor movement to fight deportations
and anti-immigrant raids through class-
struggle means, and to organize such
workers into unions with full rights and
protections.

We fight to build a party—a multi-
racial revolutionary workers party—that
champions the interests and the rights of
all the oppressed and exploited, whether
fighting for full citizenship rights for all
immigrants, for defense of the besieged
Latino poor, for defense of Asians, for
defense of abortion rights for women,
for women’s liberation through socialist
revolution, for democratic rights for
homosexuals, for black freedom. Immi-
grant workers, especially from Mexico
and Central America, bring militant tra-
ditions of class struggle to the U.S. And
they are not only a catalyst for class and

social struggle, but also a human bridge
linking the struggles of working peo-
ple on both sides of the border. And
this is why it’s so important to mobilize
immigrant workers in struggle and to
defend them.

It 1s not just a question of immigrant
workers” continued militancy and determi-
nation, but that they shure common class
interests with the proletariat as a whole.
There must be a class-struggle mobiliza-
tion of the labor movement to fight for jobs
for all through a shorter workweek with no
cut in pay. a unified struggle for our burn-
ing. fundamental needs.

Worldwide. the imperialists have per-
fected the art of playing upon national,
ethnic, religious and sexual divisions to
perpetuate their barbaric rule. At their dis-
posal are various weapons of mass decep-
tion: their press, their political parties,
their preachers and priests. Above all, they
have their armed bodics of men who safe-
guard their “right” to exploit and live off
the labor of others. As Trotskyists, we tight
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for international proletarian revolution.

We raise an implacable struggle
against the U.S. capitalist rulers, both
Democrats and Republicans, and demand
the unconditional withdrawal of U.S.
troops from lIraq. Afghanistan, South
Korea and clsewhere. We stand for the
defeat of imperialisin through interna-
tional proletarian revolution. While the
imperialist troops butcher Iragis, the
racist cops gun down blacks and Latinos
here in racist capitalist America.

Marxism and Immigration

Our revolutionary internationalist prole-
tarian program flows from the reality of
the world capitalist economy. As Marx-
ists, we understand that imperialism,
the highest stage of capitalism, is not a
preferred policy of capitalism but the
incvitable product of the constant search
for sources of cheap labor and raw mate-
rials. This has twice resulted in bloody
interimperialist wars for the division and
redivision of the world.

through socialist revolution!

27 November 1982:
“We Stopped the Klan!”

Twenty-five years ago, a mass labor/black mobilization initiated by the
Spartacist League drove the race-terrorist KKK off the streets of
Washington, D.C. With the working class reeling from capitalist attacks on
labor and with anti-Soviet Cold War Il in full swing, the Klan had
announced a march against “illegal” immigrants, posing a direct threat to
black people, trade unionists, leftists and all who are in the fascists’
sights. But they were stopped cold when more than 5,000 union
members, black youth and anti-racist militants turned out and took the
streets instead. This demonstration of communist-led, integrated working-
class power showed the way forward in the struggle for black liberation

WV Photo
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AP

Mexico City: March 2006 rally in solidarity with National Mining and Metal-
lurgical Workers Union, which launched two-day strike after government

attack on union’s leader.

Whether it’s immigration or trade
policy, we don’t seek to advise the bour-
geoisie. There is no answer to the brutal
immiseration produced by this boom-
and-bust capitalist system without a
proletarian socialist revolution that takes
power out of the hands of the capitalist
exploiters. Basing ourselves upon the
lessons of history—the Paris Commune
of 1871, and in particular the victorious
October 1917 Russian Revolution—we
understand that workers cannot achieve
emancipation through a futile quest to
reform the capitalist profit system. The
fight must be for a socialist revolution
that smashes the bloody capitalist state
apparatus and constructs a workers state.
This requires a consistently revolutionary
program and the leadership of a Leninist
vanguard party, a tribune of the people.

The system of capitalism long ago
outlived any progressive historical role.
Today, capitalism retards the develop-
ment of the productive forces of society,
which long ago outgrew thc narrow
shell of the bourgcois nation-state. We
recognize that the counterrevolutionary
destruction of the Soviet degenerated
workers state and the East European
deformed workers states, an unprece-
dented defeat of the international prole-

tariat, has resulted in a retrogression of

political consciousness, albeit uncvenly.
This has meant that the proletariat today
docs not view its struggles through the
prism of the fight for socialism. Despite
the bourgeois lie of the “death of com-

munism,” there exists a rich body of

theoretical and programmatic concep-
tions to draw upon in the struggle for the
complete emancipation of the working
class from capitalist exploitation.

The exploiters know this. And that is
why they put out their anti-communist
garbage. Outlived social classes fight
back in defense of their obsolete systems,
just like the pro-siavery ideologists in
the pre-Civil War South did—those
like George Fitzhugh, who wrote biting
denunciations of the evils of the indus-
trial capitalist wage-slavery system in
the North in order to counter the slave-
holders® Northern bourgeois opponents.
[t was the Southern slavocracy’s desire to
extend slavery that partly motivated the
1846 invasion of Mexico, which resuited
in the United States government’s steal-
ing half of Mexico’s territory. A workers
government in the U.S. would return to
Mexico certain predominantly Spanish-
speaking areas along the border. 1t is wor-
thy of note that in 1855 Texas slavchold-
ers bitterly complained of the estimated
loss of more than 4,000 black slaves, val-
ued at more than $3.2 million, who escaped
to northern Mexico. According to one
account, by the mid 1850s several Texas
counties had passed laws prohibiting Mexi-
cans from communicating with slaves.

Capitalism, paraphrasing Karl Marx,
came into the world dripping with the
blood of the oppressed. In Volume Onc of
Cuapiral, Marx laid out how the develop-
ment of capitalism entailed horrific con-
sequences especially for women and chil-
dren. Bolshevik leader V. 1. Lenin quoted
from this volume in The Teachings of
Kurl Marx (1915):

“*The expropriation and eviction of a
part of the agricultural population not
only sct free for industrial capital, the
laborers, their means of subsistence, and
material for labor: it also created the
home market.”

“The impoverishment and ruin of the

agricultural population led, in their turn,
1o the formation of a reserve army
of labor for capital. In every capitalist
country “a part of the agricultural popula-
tion is therefore constantly on the point
of passing over into an urban or manu-
facturing proletariat.... This source of
relative surplus population is thus con-
stantly flowing.... The agricultural labor
is therefore reduced to the minimum of
wages, and always stands with one foot
in the swamp of pauperism’.”

This process also results in the amalga-
mation of the proletariat of different
nations and brings to the fore their com-
mon interests as an international class.
“The Thesis on the World Role of Ameri-
can Imperialism”™ (1938), one of the found-
ing documents of Trotsky’s Fourth Inter-
national, exposed the deceitful “good
neighbor” policy of U.S. imperialism
toward Latin America. (The name has
changed over the years. I know under Ken-
nedy they used to refer to it as the “Alliance
for Progress.”) The Thesis stated:

“The ‘good neighbor® policy is nothing
but the attempt to unify the Western
Hemisphere under the hegemony of
Washington, as a solid bloc welded by
the latter in its drive to close the door of
the two American continents to all the
forcign imperialist powers except itself.
This policy is materially supplemented
by the favorable trade agrecments which
the United States secks o conclude with
Latin American countries in the hope of
systematically edging its rivals out of the
market.... The struggle against American
imperialism is therefore at the same time
a struggle against the coming imperialist
war and for the liberation ol oppressed
colonial and semicolonial peoples. Hence,
it is inseparable from the class struggle
of the American proletariat against the
ruling bourgeoisie, and cannot be con-
ducted apart from it.”
This is still true. Currently there are some
bourgeois-nationalist thorns in the side of
U.S. imperialism, such as Hugo Chdvez
in Venezuela and Evo Morales in Bolivia,
who spout anti-U.S. rhetoric as a way to
conceal their own bourgeois rule.

We fight for the unity and integrity of
the international working class against
chauvinism and racism. The same racist
U.S. capitalist butchers who brutally
exploit the peoples of Latin America and
elsewhere also let the poor and black
people of Louisiana and the Gulf Coast
drown, suffer and rot during and after
Hurricane Katrina. They use their cops to
torture black people in Chicago, and last
January they sent white coal miners to
their deaths in West Virginia.

The “Free Trade” Rape
of Mexico

Mexico today is in turmoil. The North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
forced millions of Mexican peasants out
of the countryside. NAFTA came into




effect on January 1, 1994, and in its first
two years more than 2.3 million Mexi-
cans lost their jobs. The effect of NAFTA
is an important component of increased
immigration to the U.S. Also, capitalist
counterrevolution in the Soviet Union
and East Europc has accelerated immi-
gration internationally. particularly to
West Europe. NAFTA wreaked havoc for
Mexican workers and peasants with the
elimination of state subsidics for many
goods and services. Mcxican workers had
their wages slashed, they were thrown out
of work by the thousands, and many were
forced into informal employment. The
costs of basic necessities such as gas and

electricity skyrocketed, and the masses
today face increased starvation or are
forced to emigrate.

This “free trade agreement” represented
imperialist lootling of Mexico. We opposed
it from the very beginning from an inter-
nationalist, revolutionary standpoint. In
1991, the Grupo Espartaquista de México,
the Trotskyist League of Canada and the
Spartacist League/U.S.. sections of the
International Communist League (Fourth
Internationalist), issued a joint statement
declaring, “There is a burning need for
an internationalist proletarian opposition
which stands with the working class and
impoverished peasantry of Mexico against
the imperialist assault” (“"Stop U.S. *Free
Trade’ Rape of Mexico,” WV No. 530,
6 July 1991). In contrast, the labor tops of
the AFL-CIO and the Teamsters opposed
NAFTA on the basis of poisonous chau-
vinism and protectionism.

Apparently, the U.S. imperialists are
building what they call a NAFTA super-
highway—the construction of major
transportation corridors from MexXico's
Pacific coast port of Ldzaro Cdrdenas to
Kansas City, and also to Canada. This is
the inexorable logic of capitalist produc-

tion. Capital migrates to areas of higher
profitability. This demands of Marxists
the organization of workers, from the
Yukon to the Yucatdn, for common inter-
nationalist class struggle and for social-
ist revolution throughout the Americas.
The labor licutenants of the capitalist
class—the pro-capitalist trade-union bu-
reaucracy—holler about toreign workers
“taking American jobs.” with China being
at the top of their list. It's in the interests
of the U.S. prolctariat to unite with the
workers of the world to overthrow the
hideous system of capitalism. The impe-
rialists cspecially seek to restore capital-
ist rule in China, a deformed workers
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Los Angeles, 1992: Multiracial upheaval over acquittal of racist LAPD cops in
Rodney King beating shook capitalist rulers.

state, and completely turn that country
into a giant sweatshop of superexploited
labor and a haven for super-profits.

Immigration and
Women’s Oppression

Women workers in Mexico are brutally
exploited, especially in the so-called free-
trade maquiladora factory zones in the
North. Women there as young as 16 sut-
fer cxposure to poisonous chemicals and
endure wretched working conditions that
maim and destroy them. They endure not
only constant sexist abusc but outright
murder by the police and their hench-
men. Ideologically, the reactionary, anti-
woman Catholic church and the bour-
geois parties—the National Action Party,
the Institutional Revolutionary Party and
the Party of the Democratic Revolution—-
bolster their subjugation. The institution
of the family is the main source of the
oppression of women.

Many women from desperately poor
Third World countries, including Mexico
and the Philippines, endure racist. anti-
woman abuse in the U.S. Some women
opt for prostitution as a means to sur-
vive. Prostitution should be decriminal-
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ized and the bourgeois state should stay
out of our bedrooms and our lives.
Whether in Mexico, the Philippines or
even the “land of the free,” the capitalist
U.S.A., the fight for free abortion on
demand, free quality medical and child
carc and cqual pay for equal work
requires winning the most conscious ele-
ments of the working class to carry out
the proletariat’s historic task as the
fighter for the interests of the oppressed.
The working class must take up the fight
for women’s liberation, which requires
the overthrow of the capitalist order.

As Lenin explained in his classic work
Whar Is To Be Done? (1902), revolution-
ary working-class consciousness is not a
by-product of spontaneous struggle but
must be brought into the proletariat from
the outside, through the intervention of a
vanguard party. Proletarian international-
ism is not abstract. It is a necessity dic-
tated by the increased cconomic integra-
tion of the U.S., Canada and Mexico.

For Black Liberation Through
Socialist Revolution!

In racist capitalist America, black
rights and immigrant rights either go for-
ward together or slide back scparately.
Black oppression is the cornerstone of
U.S. capitalism, rooted in the very struc-
ture of the capitalist system and a key
weapon of the ruling class historically to
maintain its class domination.

The Labor Black Leagues, initiated by
the Spartacist League and fraternally
allied to it, promote and fight for common
class struggle. On the masthead of the
LBLs newsletters, we have Karl Marx’s
statement that “labor cannot emancipate
itself in the white skin where in the black
it is branded.” Our program for black lib-
eration is the program of revolutionary
integrationism, the fight for black libera-
tion through socialist revolution. This
program is in sharp counterposition to the
program of liberal integrationism, which
is based upon the lie that you can have
equality between the oppressed and the
oppressors, that you can have genuine
black freedom under capitalism. Equality,
as Friedrich Engels put it in his magnifi-
cent book Anti-Diihring (1878), can only
be achieved by abolishing the capitalist
mode of production.

Despite disproportionately bearing the
brunt of racist cutbacks and job losses,
black workers are a strategic component
of the unionized proletariat and poten-
tially can play a vanguard role in the
struggle for the rule of the working class.
However, black workers’ weight in the
prolctariat has undergone considerable
erosion. The renewal of this layer ol the
prolctariat has been checked by new




forms of racial and social controls de-
vised by the racist rulers. Nol a day goes
by in which their racist “war on drugs”
doesn’t add to the total of broken black
lives—and also Latino youths™ lives.
American capitalism is a prison nation, a
gigantic jailhouse for the poor and the
oppressed. In New York City. nearly half
the black men are unemployed.

There are various schools of liberal
idealism that posit race and not class as
the fundamental dividing line in soci-
ety. From their standpoint, racism is pri-
marily a product of bad ideas. This notion
divorces racism from its material, ¢co-
nomic roots in capitalist society. In his
latest book, Working Toward Whiteness:
How America’s Immigrants Became White,
the scholar David Roediger reflects the
bankruptcy of liberalism. How is it pos-
sible to write such a book and not mention
slavery? It’s not even in the book’s index.
He can’t explain how black people be-
came a race-color caste forcibly segre-
gated at the bottom of this society, victims
of the institutionalized racial oppression
that is fostered by the bourgeoisie. Black
oppression is bound up with black chattel
slavery and is a foundation of American
capitalism. Slavery’s legacy persists: the
racist segregation. the unparalleled levels
of imprisonment, the racist death penalty.

Slavery was the delining reality at the
founding of the United States, from the
slave trade’s very earlicst phase and its
tenuous hold in the 16th century to its
full flowering in the 17th, 18th and 19th
centuries. For the majority of the history
of this country, black chattel slavery
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March 2006: Spartacist banner at huge L.A. demonstration for immigrant rights.

made a mockery of the democratic
ideology of the founding fathers. Most of
the early presidents of this country were
slaveholders, along with the chief jus-
tices of the Supreme Court. The ide-
ology of black inferiority and white
superiority was a rationalization for the
brutal extraction of uncompensated slave
labor in the production of commodities
for an international market.

Today, on one hand we get the neocons
and others proclaiming an “end to racism,”
embodied in their obscenely misnamed
“eivil rights™ initiatives that have abol-
ished the remnants of affirmative action at
many universities. The flip side of this is
“people of color”™ liberal politics, which
denies the distinet and different historics
of difterent ethnic groups in this country
and, especially, ignores the special oppres-
sion of black people. Its purveyors reject
the fact that anti-black racism has been
central to the maintenance of the bourgeois
order in this country. Such an omission—
color blindness if you will——is a back-
handed concession to reactionary idco-
logues such as David Horowitz. who

openly and stridently deny the reality of

black oppression.

Behind “people of color” politics is a
political program. Race is viewed as
the primary dividing line in capitalist
society, as opposed to the class division
between the capitalists and the work-
ers. There is an implicit presumption that
all non-white people have common inter-
ests against all whites. White workers and
bosses are supposcdly united in “white
skin privilege.” Large sections of the

white working class do buy into the ra-
cism of this society, which is fomented
by the exploiters. However, what material
stake do white workers have in the per-
petuation of this incredibly unequat
society, whose white ruling class enjoys
unparalleled riches coming at the work-
ers’ expense? None whatsoever.

That is not to say that the racist rulers
don’t constantly fill their heads with the
lie of white superiority and black inferi-
ority, and this has its effects. But it
would be news to many of these work-
ers—who along with black people, Lati-
nos and Asian workers, have lost jobs
and hard-earned benefits—that they, as
opposed to the Wall Street money sharks,
are the beneficiaries of the oppression
of minorities. The presumption is that
blacks and Latinos have more in com-
mon with Chinese or Indian businessmen
than with Irish- or Italian-derived white
workers. The presumption is that Condo-
leezza Rice and Alberto Gonzales are
“our people.”

“People of color” politics serves to per-
petuate the divisions in the working class
and can only help drive white workers
into the arms of this country’s white rul-
ing class. Unlike the liberals and the ref-
ormists, we fight to win the multiracial
working class to a program and perspec-
tive of class struggle against a common
cnemy, the capitalist exploiters. We fight
to win the workers, no matter what their
color or sex, to the struggle for socialist
revolution to abolish capitalism.

Capitalism’s Labor Lieutenants

In recent demonstrations for immigrant
rights. we heard the slogan “Today we
march, tomorrow we vote.” The large,
nationwide pro-immigrant rights protests
last spring were an expression of a lot of
determination of immigrant workers—
Mexicans, Central Americans, Asians—
to fight for their rights against the bour-
geoisic’s attempts to criminalize them.
These protests also represented, on the part
of their organizers, a conscious attempt
to steer immigrants into Democratic Party
electoral politics. The protests were politi-
cally dominated by the Democratic Party
and the reactionary Catholic church.
The so-called “path to citizenship™ “guest
worker” program, which California gov-
crnor Arnold Schwarzenegger recently
picked up on, is pushed by Massachusetts
Democratic Senator Ted Kennedy and
Arizona Republican Senator John McCain.
It represents a form of indentured servi-
tude, beefed-up border patrol repression
and new, fortified border walls.

A key issue in this unfolding battle is
the fight for working-class political inde-
pendence from the capitalist Democratic




and Republican parties. Despite occa-
sional differences, these parties contest
every four years to run the government,
which is an cxecutive committee for run-
ning the affairs of the bourgeoisie. The
pro-capitalist AFL-CIO labor bureauc-
racy opposes the expansion of the guest
worker program, while refusing to mobi-
lize labor’s power on behalf of the op-
pressed. The leadership of the so-called
“Change to Win"—-more like Born to
Losc—coalition, which split from the
AFL-CIO in 2005, supports Kennedy and
McCain’s plan and also calls for more
border “security” measures.

The misleaders of both major labor fed-
erations are dcad sct against organizing
the unorganized through class-struggle
means because they are staunch defenders
of capitalism and the bourgeoisie’s so-
called national interests. They tie the
workers and the oppressed to the “friends
of labor” capitalist Democratic Party.
They hate and fear united class struggle
against the capitalist exploiters. That’s
why we fight to forge a class-struggle
leadership of labor (~rough a struggle to
oust the treachcrous labor burcaucracy.

The potential exists for conumon class
struggle. We saw this during the multi-
racial protests back in 1992 against the
acquittal of the cops who savagely beat
black motorist Rodney King. The Sparta-
cist League fought for militant labor
action in 1992 in defense of the besicged
ghettos and barrios during the L.A. revolt.
With the presence of immigrants, largely
from Central America and Mexico, in
these protests, this could have set the
stage for genuince, united class strug-
gle. The power existed within the labor
movement nearby in the ports, in Long
Beach, if the workers had been organized
and mobilized. In the absence of such a
struggle, the nationalists, both black and
Latino. fought over the crumbs of who
was going to “rebuild L.A”—i.e., who
was going (o line their own pockets.

More recently. anti-racist white youth,
blacks, Latinos and others stood together
on the picket lines during the hard-fought
UFCW supermarket workers strike of
2003-2004. That strike was knifed and
defeated by the labor tops, who prevented
it from being extended nationally.

In New York City, black, white and
immigrant workers united on the picket
lines during the all too brief, three-day
transit strike in December 2005, It was
a powerful strike. It represented a fight
against the anti-strike Taylor Law. It
showed in action the tremendous social
power of labor to cripple the financial
center of U.S. capitalism. However, the
transit workers union burcaucracy ted by
Roger Toussaint called the strike off after

threc days. The bureaucracy’s program
of class collaboration means an alliance
with the very Democratic Party whose
state attorney general, Eliot  Spitzer,
brought down the injunction against the
strike. Now Spitzer is governor of New
York. There was tremendous sympathy
for the strike on the part of the black and
Latino poor and New York City workers
who saw this union as standing up for
their future.

To build a revolutionary party we have
to politically defeat the opportunist cur-
rents within the labor movement, the
opponents of the revolutionary workers
movement. There is no such thing as the
“family of the left.” While the fake-left
reformists criticize aspects of the Demo-
crats” proposed immigration legislation,
they opposc the perspective of a class-
struggle fight for immigrant rights and for
black freedom. They oppose the struggle
for proletarian revolution,

The International Socialist Organi-
zation (ISO) stated during last year’s
immigrant rights protests that they werce
“sending chills down the spine of Cor-
poratc America™ (Socialist Worker online,
7 April 20006) and that “potentially the
movement can break the logjam of U.S.
politics, in which the Republicans launch
attack after attack with little or no
response from the Democrats™ (Socialist
Worker online, 31 March 2006). In other
words, make the Democrats fight, and
capitalists should cease to be capital-
ists. The 1SO ridiculously whines that the
ultra-legalistic and respectable NAACP
merely supports a path to citizenship
for college-age students and has firmly
planted itself on the right wing of the
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Picketers in Southern California face down scab truck during 2003-2004
UFCW grocery workers strike.

movement. From its inception, the NAACP
has lobbicd to get the viciously racist
rulers to ameliorate conditions for black
people in the smallest kind of way,
to allow the tiny black middle class
more access to perks and positions. Then
you have Workers World Party, which
claimed that the immigrant rights pro-
tests represented “taking a path independ-
ent of both Republicans and Democrats”
(Workers World online, 27 April 20006).

Chiming in along similar lines is a
tiny organization, mainly based in New
York, called the Lcague for the Revo-
lutionary Party (I.LRP), which claims to
be Trotskyist. The LRP was founded on
capitulation to anti-Sovietism and racist
reaction, to anti-busing bigotry in Bos-
ton. They ulso chase behind the liber-
als, and in the words of Bolshevik leader
V. 1. Lenin, bow to spontancity. In regard
to the protests, they said that this “par-
tial victory has already begun to affect
the consciousness of oppressed immi-
grant workers. They are learning a cru-
cial lesson: their own power” (Prole-
tarian Revolution, Spring 2006). What
partial victory? The beefing up of the
borders with National Guardsmen? In-
creased deportations and increased deaths
in the deserts in Arizona? What planet do
they live on?

Now | have already pointed out a
few things about the historical role of
anti-black racism in the U.S., that this
has largely prevented the development
of socialist consciousness within the
proletariat. And [ recall an old saying
when [ was growing up: “If you're white,
you're right; if you’re brown, stick
around: if you're black, get back.” It
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has some truth to it, but not the whole
truth. Because you don’t have to be
black to be kicked around, beaten down
and locked away. Black people don’t
have a monopoly on suffering in this
society.

Black Democrats and
Immigrant Rights

In the U.S., there are a number of
petty-bourgeois black hustlers, capitalist
wannabes, who were the main beneficiar-
ies of the civil rights movement and who
demonstrate complete contempt for the
oppressed black masses. They got PhDs
in blaming the oppressed for their oppres-
sion. They include black Democrats like
Jesse Jackson and Barack Obama, black
nationalist demagogue Louis Farrakhan
of the Nation of Islam, and for a while
Bill Cosby was not to be outdone.

A number of the political con artists
who represented the legalistic-pacifist wing
of the civil rights movement are still
around, cynically talking about a so-called
new civil rights movement-—which to them
means a new movement to chain labor,
blacks, Latinos and immigrants to the
Democrats. Some of them play the anti-
immigrant card, like Andrew Young, the
black former UN ambassador under Dem-
ocratic president Jimmy Carter, who
recently talked about how various immi-
grants rip off black people.

Although we defend such gains as the
right to vote, we point out that the failure
of the liberal-led civil rights movement to
qualitatively change the conditions of the
black masses shows that no number of
laws can change the conditions of the
black ghetto masses. Because the slight-
est fight for jobs, decent integrated edu-
cation, an end to racist police brutality
means a fight to abolish capitalism, the
root cause of black oppression. We fight
for black liberation through socialist
revolution—the assimilation of black peo-
ple in an egalitarian socialist order in
which the monstrous edifice of color-
caste oppression has been swept away.

Black Democrats are divided on the
question of immigrant rights. Al Sharpton
and Jackson posture as defenders of immi-
grants, lining up some of the immigrants’
votes for the Democrats. We know and
have pointed out (see “Labor and the
Fight for Immigrant Rights,” WV No. 871,
26 May 2006) that under the liberal
Democratic administration of Franklin D.
Roosevelt, Mexican workers were used,
abused and sent back to Mexico during
the Great Depression of the 1930s. (This
is not to mention the “Opcration Wet-
back” deportations under a later adminis-
tration in the 1950s.) This was the same
Roosevelt who opposed anti-lynching
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legislation because of his alliance with
Southern racist Dixiecrats. This was his-
torically the best the liberals have had
to offer.

As a quintessential petty-bourgeois hus-
tler, Sharpton wore a wirc for the Feds
in the 1980s. He has supported one or
another sordid capitalist politician, like
Republican Al D’ Amato, as well as Roy
Innis of CORE, who in the mid 1970s
supported the UNITA organization, which
was backed by apartheid South Africa, in
Angola against the petty-bourgeois nation-
alists of the MPLA, which was backed by
the Soviet Union and Cuba. Sharpton led
boycotts in Harlem against Arab shop-
keepers in 1986. He has served the racist
exploiters well in keeping the masses in
check—squelching struggle against the
racist acquittal of the murderous cops
who pumped 41 bullets at unarmed black
African immigrant Amadou Diallo, and
fronting for the Ku Klux Klan by going
to court on their behalf in opposition to
the Partisan Defense Committee-initiated
labor/black mobilization that stopped the
Klan from marching in New York City in
October 1999,

L.A.-based, pro-Democratic Party lib-
eral Earl Ofari Hutchinson issued one of
his communiqués warning Latino capital-
ist politicians to not forget black interests
as they rally for their rights. And he
said, “Though Latinos have displaced
blacks as the nation’s biggest minority
group, the popular notion lingers that they
are years away from packing the politi-
cal wallop of black voters and politi-
cians” (Pasadena Weekly, 18 May 2006).
And further he wrotc in an online article
(2 May 20006), “Latinos who want to
change the mindset of blacks on illegal

immigrants’ rights must make a visible
and concerted effort to reach out to blacks
and not just on immigrant rights issues
but on issues that are important to blacks
as well.”

Earl Ofari Hutchinson is a former so-
called radical who long ago made his
peace with this rotten racist capitalist
system. Today he pushes illusions in the
pro-capitalist Martin Luther King wing of
the civil rights movement and he praises
the arch-Uncle Tom Booker T. Washing-
ton, who from the late 1880s to the 20th
century pushed segregation and “black
capitalism.” Washington’s gospel of self-
help is fervently embraced today by petty-
bourgeois black misleaders who ingra-
tiate themselves with the white ruling
class. This underscores the sharp, con-
flicting class interests within the black
population.

Again we hear, from Ofari, that the lib-
eral pacifist King was becoming a social-
ist toward the end of his life. This is not
new. The reformists sing the same psalms.
When you hear that, it’s time to reach
for your wallet and watch your back. This
is the same King who supported the
suppression of the black masses during
the Watts rebellion in 1965. This deliber-
ate deception by these hypocritical, self-
serving Democratic Party liberals is aimed
at fooling the oppressed masses into think-
ing that the liberals represent a realistic
alternative to a class-struggle program for
black liberation, a program which is insep-
arable from a struggle to get rid of the
capitalist system.

For Working-Class Unity!
The pervasive hopelessness and de-
spair in America’s ghettos today have a



basis. They grow out of several decades
of defeats for working people and black
people as a result of the betrayals of the
pro-capitalist labor leadership and the sav-
age attacks administered by black Demo-
cratic Party mayors as front men for racist
capitalist rule. One can sce the despair in
the pervasive use of the “N” word.

Such defeats have generated among
some blacks the growth of separatist senti-
ment, which is incapable, like the program
of black separatism historically, of gener-
ating a program of struggle. Separatism
acquiesces to the racist capitalist status
quo, accepts “separate but equal” segrega-
tion. Najee Ali in L.A. is emblematic of
the black nationalist program that em-
braces capitalism. While posing as a cham-
pion of the poor and oppressed, he rails
against immigrants for “taking jobs from
blacks.” He defends sharia, Islamic law,
in Afghanistan and the veil. He embraces
anti-woman, anti-immigrant, anti-labor
and anti-communist ideology. and he says
that he is for the protection of women
from the supposed evils of rap music. This
is poison to intezrated class struggle
against the capitalist exploiters, who seek
to enslave us all.

His reactionary politics is cut out of the
same filthy cloth of the CIA-backed fun-
damentalist nutjahedin who in Afghani-
stan in the late 1970s and ’80s skinned
schoolteachers who taught women how to
read and write. Teaching women how to
read and write was a crime for U.S. impe-
rialism and their mujahedin 1slamic cut-
throat allies, just like during slavery it
was a crime to teach black people how to
rcad and write. In opposition to “born
again” Cold Warrior Democratic president
Jimmy Carter, we said: “Hail Red Army
in Afghanistan! Extend the social gains of
the October Revolution to the Afghan
peoples!” We warned and fought against
any pullout of Soviet troops in Afghani-
stan. Indeed, the Soviet withdrawal in
1988-89 was a criminal betrayal that
paved the way for the destruction of the
Soviet degenerated workers state itself.

We don’t romanticize the oppressed. We
don’t shut our eyes to the poisonous divi-
sions of capitalist socicty. Many immi-
grants do buy into the anti-black racism of
the capitalist exploiters. For many immi-
grants, this has historically been one of the
tickets for admission and possible accep-
tance in this capitalist socicty. The domi-
nant ideas are the ideas of the ruling class.
And we combat the ideological influence
of the bourgeoisie upon the proletariat, be
it through a struggle against racism,
against the oppression of women or
against anti-gay bigotry. Racial divisions
among workers can be overcome through
militant class struggle.
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The reality and centrality of black
oppression have come to bite many
foreign-born immigrants over the years.
This includes black immigrants, like the
Jamaica-born poet Claude McKay, who
in the 1920s captured his recognition
of anti-black racism in this country,
which he thought he was exempt from,
in a powerful series of cssays. One of
these was titled, “He Who Gets Slapped.”
It was him, when he tried (o get into a
theater. Even the relatively privileged
Cuban immigrants, who are welcomed
into the U.S. by the anti-Communist
American rulers, soon find this out. While
white Cuban gusunos—counterrevolu-
tionary worms—run Miami, the black
Cubans who get there are relegated to
low-paid jobs. They're segregated into the
ghettos like Liberty City and Overtown
and subjected to racist cop terror.

For a Workers Party to
Fight for Socialist Revolution!

[t will take a fighting leadership of labor,
committed to uncompromising class strug-
gle, to transform the unions into instru-
ments of revolutionary struggle against
the bosses. The absence of a working-
class-led fight against black oppression
has crippled the labor movement in the
United States, especially in the open shop
South. With the significant growth of the
immigrant workforce in the South, espe-
cially Mexican workers, the possibility of
common struggle is sharply posed.

In Tar Heel, North Carolina, there exists
the Smithfield packing plant, the biggest
employer in the region and the largest
pork production plant in the world. The
few whitcs there are cither mechanics or
supervisors, while black and Latino work-
ers have the dirtiest jobs. In 1997, after a
failed union recognition struggle, man-
agement fired the pro-union black workers
and replaced them with Latino immi-
erants. We know that this can blow up in
the bosses’™ faces, like when unionized
black janitors were replaced in L.A. by
immigrant workers who then went on to
organize strikes in the city. The morning of
the union vote in Smithfield in 1997, the
deputy sheriffs showed up in riot gear, and
on the union trailer that had been set up
were the words “n----r lover.” That was
the management response.

We've pointed out that the fight to
organize the South means a direct fight for
black equality and against the anti-union
company thugs who are backed up by the
union-hating, racist Klan terrorists. Organ-
izing the unorganized in the South today
has necessarily got to be on an internation-
alist basis. to undercut the capitalists’
attempt to pit sections of the proletariat
against cach other. Opposed to the refor-
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mists, who proceed from a nationally lim-
ited framework, we put forward a revolu-
tionary internationalist program that flows
from the nature of the world capitalist
economy. As I've said, we do not advise
the capitalist rulers on immigration. We
fight for full citizenship rights for all
immigrants! No deportations!

The racist atrocity in the aftermath of
Hurricane Katrina graphically shows the
continued racial oppression of black peo-
ple. It’s out in the open for the world to
see. It shows the anarchy and bankruptcy
of American capitalism, of capitalism
period, and the necessity of struggling
for a planned economy under workers
rule. The working people of the world
saw how this government let people suf-
fer and die. The fight to rebuild New
Orleans, the fight for jobs for the unem-
ployed and displaced at union wages, for
free, quality medical care, the fight to
defend public education against the
flourishing of charter schools—all these
sharply pose the question of fighting for
a new leadership in the labor movement.

There is no substitute for building a
Leninist vanguard party, a tribune of the
people like the Bolshevik Party forged in
tsarist Russia that led the working class
and the oppressed to the seizure of state
power in 1917. They established Soviet
rule: democratically elected workers coun-
cils that administer the dictatorship of the
proletariat.

In the U.S., it took a civil war to
end slavery, and it will take interna-
tional socialist revolution to end capitalist
wage slavery here and throughout the
world. I want to conclude with a statement
issued on August 18, 1945 by the then-
revolutionary Socialist Workers Party in its
newspaper, the Militant, just a few days
after the U.S. atomic-bombing of Japan:

“Let the cataclysmic horror of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki serve as a clarion call to
the working class! The workers must
wrench the power from the hands of
the blood-drenched capitalist criminals
and take their destiny in their own hands.
The fight for socialism is now more than
a fight to end poverty and inequality, to
abolish the exploitation of man by man.
Today the fight for socialism is a fight to
prevent the annihilation of the human
racc. Mankind must now exterminate the
capitalist system—or be exterminated!”

The fight for a communist future
of humanity is our only guarantee to life—
to live for the first time as free human
beings, administering a world socialist
order of material abundance and cultural
enrichment, in which all of our potentials
can be realized. That is what the Spartacist
League, the U.S. section of the Interna-
tional Communist League (Fourth Interna-
tionalist), fights for. We call on you to join
us in that fight.m




The Labor Bluck Leagues stand for mobilizing the masses of black
and working people for militant integrated struggle against the bru-
tal system of racist oppression that is capitalist America.

Initiated by and fraternally allied 1o the Spartacist League, a mul-
tiracial revolutionary Marxist organization, the Labor Black Leagues
are part of the revolutionary movement of the workers and the
oppressed against the bosses and for socialism.

Since they were brought to this country in chains and enslaved,
black people have been an integral part of American cluss society
while at the same time forcibly segregated at the bottom. It (ook the
Civil War to emancipuate black people from chattel slavery. But the
Civil War was not carried to its completion, and black people were
freed from slavery only 1o be stripped of political rights and economi-
cally subjugated. The civil rights movement, tied to pro-Democratic
Party pressure politics and sold out by liberal reformism, fuiled to
complete the unfinished business of the Civil War. We fight 1o win the
entire working class, including white workers as well as the growing
number of Latino and other immigrants, to the fight for black libera-
tion, strategic to the American revolution. Black and working-cluass
militants must stand for full citizenship rights for all immigrants and
in their defense against racist and chauvinist anti-immigrant attacks.
An injury to one is an injury to all!

The Labor Black Leagues raise the call: Finish the Civil War! For-
waird to a workers state! They base their perspectives on the realiza-
tion that it will take a thivd American revolution, a workers revolu-
tion, to finally liberate black people.
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If You Stand For—

1 Fun rights for black people and for everyone else in jobs, housing
and schools! Defeat the racist assault on affirmative action! For
union-run minority job recruitment and training programs! For union
hiring halls! Open up the universities o all—for open admissions,
free tuition and a full living stipend for all students. Free, quality,
integrated public education for all!

A fighting labor movement—picket lines mean don’t cross!
Defeat police scabherding and strikebreaking through mass pickets
and union defense guards! For sit-down strikes against mass layoffs!
Fight union-busting; keep the capitalist courts out of the unions!
Organize the unorganized, unionize the South! Jobs for all—for a
shorter workweek at no loss in pay with full cost-of-living escalator
clause! Cops, prison guards and security guards out of the unions!
3 Fight for women’s rights! Defend abortion clinics! Free abortion
on demand; free, quality 24-hour childcare! Equal pay for equatl
work! For free, quality health care for all!

4 rul citizenship rights for all immigrants; everyone who made it
into this country has the right to stay and live decently! Stop deporta-
tions! No to racist “English only” laws! Down with anti-Latino, anti-
Semitic, anti-Arab and anti-Asian bigotry!

5 Defend the separation of church and state! Full democratic rights
for homosexuals! Down with the anti-sex witchhunt—cops and
courts out of the bedroom! Down with all laws against consensual
activities such as “crimes without victims” like pornography, gam-
bling, drugs and prostitution!

6 Mass labor/black/Latino mobilizations drawing on the power of
the unions against the racist terrorists. Stop the Nazis! Stop the KKK!
T Abolish the racist death penalty! Free Mumia Abu-Jamal! Free all
victims of racist capitalist repression! No faith in the capitalist
courts! No to gun control! Defend victims of cop terror and racist
police frame-up! No illusions in civilian review boards or commu-
nity control of the police! Down with the racist and anti-labor “war
on drugs”! For decriminalization of drugs! For class-struggle, non-
sectarian legal and social defense; support the work of the Partisan
Defense Committee!

8 Unconditional opposition to every attempt to abolish welfare!
Down with slave-labor, union-busting “workfare” schemes! Fight
any and every attempt of the government to take away or cut back

even more social programs such as Social Security, Medicare, Medi-
caid, public health and aid to education and housing! For a massive
program of public works-—high-quality integrated housing, schools,
libraries, hospitals for the working people and the poor!

8 Down with the chauvinist poison of protectionism! For interna-
tional working-class solidarity! Support revolutionary struggles of
working people abroad! Detend the deformed workers states—Cuba,
Vietnam, China and North Korea—against capitalist restoration and
imperialist attack! For proletarian political revolution to oust their
Stalinist burcaucracies! For labor action against U.S. imperialist war
moves and military adventures! For the right of independence for
Puerto Rico! U.S. troops out of Puerto Rico and the Caribbean!

10 bown with the Democrats and Republicans! For a revolutionary
workers party that champions the cause of all the oppressed! Finish
the Civil War! Those who labor must rule! For a workers government
to take industry away from its racist, incompetent and corrupt own-
ers! Rebuild America on a socialist planned economy!

—Join the Lahor Black Leagues!

Membership pledge: $3/ycar unemployed; $10/ycar employed.
For more information:

CHICAGO

Labor Black Struggle League
Box 6938, Chicago, IL. 60680

LOS ANGELES

Labor Black League for Social Defense
c/o Box 29574, Los Feliz Station

Los Angeles, CA 90029

NEW YORK

Labor Black League for Social Defense
Box 2502, Church St. Station

New York, NY 10008

OAKLAND
Labor Black League for Social Defense
Box 29497

Oakland, CA 94604

(312) 563-0441

(213) 380-8239

(212) 267-1025

(510) 839-0851
Iblsdbayarea @sbcglobal.com
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Pascagoula Strike

Key Battle for Labor
in the Open Shop South

MARCH 26-—Some 7,000 Ingalls ship-
yard workers in Pascagoula, Mississippi,
are standing firm as they enter their
fourth week on strike against Northrop
Grumman, the world’s largest naval ship-
builder. At a company where skilled
workers make less than $20 per hour,
workers walked out after the company
offered to raisz wages a measly $2.50
by 2009 and demanded that workers’ con-
tributions to their health plan be hiked 50
percent. This was a direct provocation
against the workers, who were among the
hundreds of thousands of victims of Hurri-
cane Katrina. Federal mediators inter-
vened last week to put pressure on the
14 striking unions, most of which belong
to the AFL-CIO Metal Trades Council,
to settle. Picketers told a Workers Van-
guard reporting team about rumors that
the Navy was getting ready to intervene (o
force an end to the strike, which has idled
one of U.S. imperialism’s key military
contractors.

We stressed last issue (WV No. 888, 16
March) that this strike 1s a crucial bat-
tle for Tabor throughout the open shop
South. It's also a chance to fight back
against the capitalist rulers who viciously
abandoned Gulf Coast residents, espe-
cially black people and the poor, to their
fate following Katrina. “We didn’t have
enough time to get our houses fixed up
before they wanted to write people up and
fire them.” one worker told us. “We felt
that the company should give the people
enough time to do what they had to do.
When they didn’t, that had a lot of impact
on it”” He continued, “Katrina dealt us
a blow and our insurance wasn’t paying
—-still not paying. It’s most all about
Katrina.”

Workers described staying in the ship-
yard during the hurricane in order to save
the facility, risking life and limb while
sunk into water up to their necks. Then
they started cleaning up muck in an area
recking of human feces and dead snakes,
alligators and birds. The company gave
them a pathetic two weceks off with pay.
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Only a few weeks later, management
threatened to fire those who could not
immediately get back to work. One
striker told WV: “We had workers who
had that dilemma, coming back to work
and keeping their jobs right after
Katrina, while trying to find a place to
stay for their families.”

Some workers had to live in cars
and tents outside the plant gates-—and
many still live in FEMA trailers today.
Workers are faced with skyrocketing
costs for cverything from milk to rent.
The workers’ hardships are compounded
by the loss of cost-of-living raises in their
last contract. And none of the production
workers get sick leave. But the same com-
pany that squeczes its workers received
billions of dollars in handouts from
the Navy and FEMA after Katrina hit.
Last year alone it did over $30 billion in

“It's Most All About Katrina”
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March 19: Strikers man picket line at Northrop Grumman’s Ingalls shipyard.

business. Workers revile the company’s
nepolism and its grossly overpaid manag-
ers. who collect huge bonuses when ships
are commissioned while the workers only
get told to work faster.

The company’s war profiteering and
wage-gouging give the lie to the notion
pushed by the pro-capitalist labor mis-
leaders that American workers have
common “national interests” with their
bosses. The U.S. proletariat must oppose
the imperialist pillage carried out by “its
own” government, from the occupations
of Iraq and Afghanistan to the mounting
military provocations against fran, and
fight tooth and nail against the attacks on
democratic rights at home carried out
in the name of the “war on terror.” The
military, police, courts and prisons form
the core of the bourgeois state, whose
role 1s to protect the profits and rule of
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the capitalists against the working class
at home and against their rivals and chal-
lengers abroad.

The racist malice and class contempt
displayed during Katrina by the capital-
ist rulers-—represented by both the Dem-
ocratic and Republican parties—continue
apace. Earlier this month, FEMA agents
ordered everyone living at the Yorkshire
Mobile Home Park in Hammond, Loui-
siana, to pack up and go within 48 hours.
“It was like shock and awe,” one tenant
told the Washington Post (12 March).
“We called it Hurricane FEMA” But
the Ingalls workers are not just victims.
This unionized workforce is showing
that labor has power to fight back by
shutting down production and the flow
of profits. This social weight exercises
a powerful pull in the surrounding com-
munity, as evident in the widespread
sympathy for and identification with the
strikers.

Although this is about as deep as you
can get in the Deep South, the industrial
concentration and the presence of strong,
integrated unions make the area feel
much less like an oppressive backwater.
The current strike has the potential to
spur unionization in the “right to work”
South, just as carlier strikes at Ingalls
helped to organize other Gulf Coast ship-
yards. Due to a “‘me too” contract clause,
gains at Ingalls would be passed on to
workers at other Northrup Grumman Gulf
Coast yards in Avondale and Tallulah,
Louisiana, and Gulfport, Mississippi.

City of Pascagoula

Devastation in
Pascagoula after
Hurricane Katrina.
Below: FEMA
trailer park near
Ingalls shipyard.

WV Photo

Particularly in the South, where the
racist color bar has historically been
used to drive out unions, the labor move-
ment must actively champion the fight
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for black rights. Mississippi put a “right
to work” amendment in its state consti-
tution in 1960. As University of Missis-
sippi journalism professor Joe Atkins
wrote in the Hattiesburg American (25
March), Dixiecrat governor Ross Barnett
“pushed it with the same fervor” he gave
to fomenting a racist frenzy against
attempts to integrate the University of
Mississippi in 1962. Mississippi’s state
flag still incorporates the batte flag of
the slaveowning Confederacy.

The Ingalls shipyard is notorious for
vicious harassment of black workers.
One striker showed us a 2001 lawsuit
by black workers against the company
that documented racist graffiti blanket-
ing restrooms, hangman’s nooses left
in black workers™ areas and even mock
tynchings. In 2000, Ingalls worker Ear-
lean Bell, two of whose relatives had
been lynched in the 1930s, sued the com-
pany after a whitc supervisor placed a
noose around her neck and pulled on it.
The union tops did nothing to mobilize
the workforce in her defense. Such capit-
ulation to the racist status quo can only
cripple the cause of labor.

Strikers told WV about a column on the
shipyard by New York City’s Jimmy
Breslin in Newsday (27 December 2002),
titled “Shipping Out Name of NY.” “They
fly the rebel flag in our faces,” Breslin




quoted the head of the area NAACP
saying. “At the shipyard? Oh, they fly
it all around there.... They still got the
rebel flag to let us know who they think
we are.”’

Several workers said that there is more
unity and cohesion in this strike than the
one in 1999. A white pipefitter credited
this to the black trade unionists and
remarked that too many white workers
were still hanging back, to the detriment
of the union. It is through united class
struggle that workers can overcome the
racial divisions sown by the capitalists to
weaken labor, In the first week of the
strike, at least 2.000 workers, black and
white, marched from the shipyard to
downtown Pascagoula in a powerful show
of their determination. In fact, the WV
team found out that the march was twice
the size we reported last issue. Before the
strike, the workforce had voted twice, by
as much as 90 percent, to reject the con-
tract proposed by the union tops.

One former head of the Ingalls ship-
yard has brought management’s planta-
tion mentality to nearby non-union Signal
International, a major marine fabricator
servicing and repairing oil rigs. Some 300
workers from India were enticed to Sig-
nal, each paying recruiters as much as
$15,000, only to find themselves jammed
into cramped bunkhouses on company
property, denied the residency they had
been promised and getting far lower
wages than they had been told they would
get. “We were like pigs in a cage.” an
Indian pipefitter told the Los Angeles
Times (14 March). A number of workers
who complained were fired without notice.
Under the H-2 work program, some
100,000 such “guest workers” are effec-
tively trapped in indentured servitude.
And a new bill being proposed mainly by
Democrats like Senator Ted Kennedy as
an immigration “reform” would expand
this brutal exploitation.

The plight of the workers at Signal puts
a sharp focus on the need for the unions
to champion the cause of immigrant and
foreign workers. Subcontractors at Ingalls
employ Mexican immigrants and others
in non-union jobs. Labor must oppose
all racist anti-immigrant measures and
actively organize immigrant workers,
legal and “iliegal,” into the unions. We
demand: Full citizenship rights for all
immigrants! Union-run recruitment and
skills programs for blacks, women and
immigrants would be a powerful way to
break down the divisions in the work-
force. Such divisions are reinforced by
the separation of the shipyard into more
than a dozen craft unions. Unity in strug-
gle can open the road to industrial union-
ism. We say: onc shipyard, onc union.
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Northrop Grumman
strikers and
supporters, many
of them Katrina
victims, march in
Pascagoula during
March 2007 strike
that shut down
shipbuilding giant.
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Although the strike has shut down
shipbuilding, large numbers of office
workers organized in OPEIU and some
other workers are scabbing by going into
the plant along with management, and
owner-operated tractor trailers are enter-
ing the yard. Meanwhile, there is some
“fraternization” between strikers and the
cops. IBEW Local 733, which repre-
sents electrical workers at Ingalls. also
includes Pascagoula County deputy sher-
iffs, while plant security guards are repre-
sented in the Metal Trades Council. Let’s
be clear: The role of the police and
security guards is to protect capitalist
property and profits and to enforce racist
repression against black people and other
minorities. In the struggle between labor
and capital, the cops are on the side of
the bosses. Cops and security guards, out
of the unions!

The WV team heard a number of
pointed comments about Mississippi
Republican Senator Trent Lott, who a few
years ago openly praised Strom Thur-
mond, the late arch-segregationist Sena-
tor from South Carolina. The Republican
Party does not pretend to be friends of
labor or of black people. But that does not
mean that the Democrats are.
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Quoting leftist writer Mike Davis,
we wrole last issue in “Down With
U.S. Imperialism! For Class Struggle
at Home!": “"Pressure from conserva-
tive white Democrats’ led the party’s
strategists  ‘to deliberately delete any
mention of New Orleans from 2006 cam-
paign advertising’.” We left out that Davis
had also noted that the Congressional
Black Caucus “has been surprisingly
listless in its response to an unending
series of Bush administration provoca-
tions,” such as ending housing aid to
Katrina survivors and tearing down pub-
lic housing in New Orleans. The labor
movement needs a leadership that will
mobilize workers independently of, and
in opposition to, the capitalist govern-
ment and its Democratic and Republican
parties. We fight to build a workers party
that can lead the struggle for a workers
government.

The labor movement can win only by
relying on the workers’ own strength,
drawing on the support of the impover-
ished and oppressed. The strike at Ingalls
is an important battle for labor in the
South and for the rights of the dispos-
sessed. Victory to the Pascagoula ship-
yard strike!®
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AP

Laforet/NY Times

Left: In wake of Hurricane Katrina, SWAT teams roll past New Orleans Convention Center as desperate survivors wait
for transportation out of city. Right: One year later, the Ninth Ward remains devastated, part of rulers’ drive to keep

black New Orleanians from returning.

Race, Glass and the
Fight for a Workers America

We print below a presentation, edited
Jor publication. given at a New York Spar-
tacist League forum held 16 September
20006 by Barry James, d longtime cadre of
the Spartacist League.

The continuing racist atrocity that is
New Orleans in the aftermath of Katrina
exposes the naked class- and race-hatred
of the American ruling class for the
working class and dispossessed. It is
truly repugnant that Bush, one year later,
could return to New Orleans and call for
the return of “soul™ and for the “saints to
come marching back,” along with his
tone-deal nostalgia, to once again sit on
the racist patrician Mississippi Senator
Trent Lott’s porch and look out over.
the Gulf. Not for nothing did Nina
Simone sing and rage against the Jim
Crow South-—"Mississippi Goddam™! If

Katrina has rcmoved the fig leaf of

Bush’s last shred of credibility, it’s the
task of the revolutionary Marxists of the
Spartacist League to place the blame no
less squarely on the Democratic Party
and the capitalist system itsclf.

Nothing that happened then or since
was an accident or acts of some isolated
criminals, though criminals they are. The
forced displacement and dispersal of black
New Orleanians must be reversed. In many
cases, the displaced do not have the means
to return. There are no jobs. no housing, no
schools and no health care. By every meas-
urc—police brutality, incarceration rates,
education, hospital care-—New Orleuns
before the storm was a place of brutal
exploitation and oppression, worse statis-
tically but not dissimilar to other American
cities with large black populations.

We place no faith in illusory appeals to
the capitalist state or any capitalist party
to change the priorities of the capitalist
system. An urgent necessity is a class-
conscious and combative labor move-
ment. Such a movement requires the
ouster of the pro-Democratic Party labor
tops. The reality of black oppression will
not change short of proletarian socialist
revolution. We are for black liberation
through socialist revolution and a social-
ist planned economy.

The response to Katrina by the gov-
ernment at all levels was profoundly
racist and anti-working-class. To the
extent working-class and poor whites got
the shaft—and they did—it only under-
scores that attacks on the working class
are wrapped in the envelope of raw
racism. This is how this racist ruling




class treats what it deems a surplus popu-
lation. It was not an idle rant of a neocon
when a Louisiana Congressman said that
Katrina and God had done what the New
Orleans ruling elite could not: drive out
the residents of New Orleans housing
projects.

Business and real estate interests and
politicians of both parties saw in Katrina
an opportunity to shrink the city to an
adult Disneyland on the Mississippi. The
government’s deadly delay and downright
obstruction in assisting the victims of the
hurricane is in stark contrast to the speed
with which the crony capitalist looters of
Iraqg infamy have swooped in to extract
massive profits in New Orleans. And the
black Democratic political layer in New
Orleans, very often drawn from the Cre-
oles, are widely viewed as the junior part-
ners of New Orleans business interests
and in full accord with the plan to push
out poor black people. Our job is to fan
the flames of class hatred and sear into

the- consciousness of the working class -

the horrific magnitude of racist oppres-
sion and the desperate necessity for class
struggle against capitalism and its ulti-
mate overthrow.

Here’s -what a black longshoreman
involved in rescue work in the immediate
aftermath told me. He said rescuers in
helicopters were “passing over the poor,
black people that they left stranded on
rooftops, in attics, on streets.... It was
common citizens who did the right thing.

" They commandeered some boats, went

out there and started gallantly and fran-
tically rescuing people.” He added, “At
the time of a tragedy, there was segre-
gation.... ‘All for one and one for all’?
That didn’t exist here” [see “We All
Gave, but We Received Nothing,” WV No.
868, 14 April 2006].

Recall the two pictures, virtually the
same yet with distinctly different cap-
tions.: In one instance, a- black person
is supposedly “looting”; in the other, a
white is availing himself of life’s neces-
sities in harsh conditions. When I asked
this longshoreman about media reports of
looting, here’s what he told me. He said
that he spent 24 hours straight rescuing
people, seeing floating bodies of babies,
children and adults. A producer for the
Oprah show sticks a mike in his face and
asks him what he’s been doing. Long-
shoreman: I commandeered some boats
to rescue people. Producer: What do you
mean commandeered? Longshoreman: 1
stole them.

FEMA and the federal, city and state
governments ignored, created and exac-
erbated by their prevarication a beyond-
desperate situation. For two days, water
from broken levees poured into the city

before any significant action was taken
to stem that tide, while tens of thousands
of poor and black people were trapped
without any means of escape. Then they
blamed the victims, heaping scorn and
demonizing an entire population that
could not evacuate.

The big players in the white elite are
determining how to rebuild the city.
These are dominated by real estate inter-
ests who are widely viewed as having
decisive influence over Mayor Ray Nagin,
who was re-elected with the white vote
and supported Bush’s election in 2000.
One of these real estate investors is James
Reiss, the chair of the Regional Transit
Authority and responsible for the buses
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torium on rebuilding in certain areas,
Nagin initially backed off supporting the
proposal. The real estate developers are
counting on capitalist market forces—no
insurance coverage, racist redlining and
refusal to refinance mortgages, aided by
new FEMA flood maps—to make the dis-
persal irreversible. Likewise, the Loui-
siana Recovery Authority believes that
economic. factors will shrink the city.
Governor [Kathleen Babineaux] Blanco, a
Democrat, who’s reflecting the ambient
racist hostility of the rest of Louisiana
toward New Orleans, has engineered a
state takeover of the schools,. most of
which remain closed. The bulk of the rest
have been made into restricted -charter

"UAP

Abandoned by racist rulers, some Hurricane Katrina survivors were rescued

through heroic efforts of individuals.

that were not used to evacuate stranded
residents. The Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals was more attentive
to animals than any government agencies
were to people.

The Prelude and the Storm

It has long been the plan to rid the city
of public housing projects and poor resi-
dents. The plan is to abandon whole
parts of the city and justify it in terms.of
ecology and science. Low-lying poor
neighborhoods, known as the back-
swamps, would be returned to parks or
retention ponds to protect the property
holdings of the rich. The view of the rul-
ing elite is that they want the black enter-
tainers but not the black working or ple-
beian class.

The whole tack of the “Brmg New
Orleans-Back™ commission is to rebuild
the city “with better services and fewer
poor people.” Because of vocal opposi-
tion to the plan that called for a mora-

schools. Like Bush, she has sponsored tax
breaks for the oil companies in the name
of economic recovery.

It would be naive not to assume a
crass political motive for Washington’s
rejection of funds for Louisiana. New
Orleans was a black majority,. Demo-
cratic stronghold that often decided the
balance of power in statewide elections.
With the dispersal of so much of the
black population, Louisiana as a whole
might well. shift to the Republican col-
umn. The attack on black voting rights
has been a sustained theme of the Bush
administration.

A model:for gentrification may be
River Garden, a supposed public/private,
mixed-income, Clinton-era development,
which replaced the demolished St. Tho-
mas housing project. Again, Katrina was
a perfect storm to enable the real estate
interests to acquire prime real estate near
the central business district and adjacent
to the French Quarter. On June 14, the
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Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment and the Housing Authority of
New Orleans approved a plan to demol-
ish four public housing projects within
three years. Of the 49,000 public hous-
ing residents before Katrina, only 1,000
are back in New Orleans. Ominously,
New Orleans passed an ordinance requir-
ing the gutting, mold remediation and
boarding up of houses by August 29. If
owners didn’t comply, the city threatened
to perform the job and place a lien on the
property. Remember that 80 percent of
New Orleans, or some 250,000 dwellings,
were flooded. In this way the city may
accomplish, using eminent domain, what
the New Orleans commission wanted to
do all along.

Thousands of unionized jobs have
been lost with the closure of Charity
Hospital, the virtual elimination of the
public school system and the gutting
of the large United Teachers of New
Orleans, and the shrinking of bus routes
driven by members of the Amalgamated
Transit Union. Katrina has become a pre-
text for government-supported union-
busting. FEMA originated under Jimmy
Carter and was planned by Reagan as
an agency that would run concentra-
tion camps for government-designated
“undesirables” in the event of a so-called
national emergency. Thus it should come
as no surprise that, at a nearly empty
FEMA trailer park in Morgan City, resi-
dents were prohibited from talking to the
press without the presence of a FEMA
representative!

If you visited New Orleans today,
you’d be struck by how utterly destroyed
and without city services whole swaths of
the city are. The failure to rebuild, or
make it possible for people to rebuild, in
this lost year is part of the mechanism by
which black people have been kept out of
the city. As Douglas Brinkley, author of
The Great Deluge [2006], put it: “The
crucial point is that the inaction is delib-
erate—the inaction is the action.”

Capitalism is a profit-driven system.
From the standpoint of meeting human
need, it’s irrational. The Netherlands’
complex of flood-control levees was
strengthened in 1953 after a storm killed
hundreds. So the technology and pump-
ing systems exist. The racist American
ruling class does not have the intention or
the will to do it. Contrast this to the tiny
Cuban deformed workers state and its
meager resources exacerbated by imperi-
alist blockade. Though located in hurri-
cane alley, it manages, through social
organization, to spare its population the
tribulations visited upon the black popu-
lation of New Orleans. In the storm’s
aftermath, Bush rejected the offer of aid
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4 April 2006: Demonstrators push past security guards In effort to reclaim
their homes at St. Bernard public housing project.

from Cuba—hurricane-hardened medical
doctors and rescue teams.

“Doing Katrina Time”

The American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) National Prison Project has
issued a report on the inhuman abuse
meted out to prisoners in the hurricane at
Orleans Parish Prison (OPP). It is a dev-
astating window on the capitalist system
of injustice. The ACLU believes that
the prisons can be reformed, even as
they demonstrate in this report that all
attempts at reform have been rebuffed in
practice. This flows from their (and our
reformist opponents’) view of the capital-
ist state as a neutral body that can be pres-
sured to serve the interests of the working
class and oppressed. For Marxists, the
capitalist state—which at its core consists
of the cops, the military, the prison system
and the courts—is the instrument for
organized violence to ensure the rule of
the capitalists over the proletariat. Down
through history, it has been shown that
the working class cannot reform the bour-
geois state and use it in its own interests
but must smash it and create its own state.

Before Katrina, the OPP held 6,500
prisoners. In the U.S., a country with the
highest national incarceration rate in the
world and where 12 percent of all black
males in their late 20s are in prison, New
Orleans had the highest incarceration rate
of any large city. Orleans Parish is almost
67 percent black, but 90 percent of the
inmates are black. Sixty percent of the
OPP detainees were men and women who
were jailed for traffic or parking viola-

tions, public drunkenness or failure to pay
a fine. Most of the detainees were pre-
trial, meaning they had never been con-
victed of anything. Moreover, at the time
of the storm some significant number
were enrolled in school, drug or alcohol
treatment or GED programs as a condi-
tion of probation. Immigrant prisoners
who had been rounded up in la migra
raids faced the same hellish conditions.
One attorney for them said: “It’s €asier to
visit my clients on death row than it is to
visit an INS detainee at Orleans Parish
Prison.”

The brutality before the storm in this
place was legend. Women shackled dur-
ing labor, juveniles punched and kicked in
the face, mental patients in five-point
restraints dying of dehydration. The daily
racist brutality and dehumanization gen-
erated many lawsuits. Here you have
the proper analog for the notorious
American-run facility in Irag, Abu Ghraib.

When the levees broke, the prisoners
were put in lockdown and maced for ask-
ing to be let out of their cells. Women had
to climb to the third level of bunks to
escape the water. They had to urinate and
defecate over the sides of their beds. Pris-
oners spent days in toxic waters as the
prison guards left them to die. Detainees
then opened the jail gates. Some prison-
ers managed to pound their way out to
a rooftop, where they hung a banner:
“HELP NO FOOD DYING.” There were
three boats to evacuate 7,000 people.
Waiting for evacuation, the prisoners
were bunched together like cattle and
forced to stand in water up to their necks.




When the prisoners finally made it to
the I-10 overpass, their ordeal was not
over. They were placed in rows and
seated back to back. The guards used
taser guns on them if they stretched. They
were forced to urinate and defecate on
their clothes where they sat while SWAT
teams called them racist epithets, crack-
heads, whores and bitches. Juvenile
detainees were maced for asking for
water in the broiling sun. So hellish were
the conditions that some detainees were
relieved tovarrive at the notorious Angola
state prison, a former slave plantation—
not so former.

The flooded OPP opened quickly after
the storm despite health concerns. The
OPP was too profitable an enterprise to be
out of commission long. The city of New
Orleans was paying the OPP roughly
$100,000 per day for housing prisoners.
Federal prisoners, including so-called
illegal immigrants, are even more prof-
itable and were returned to the prison
quickly. The prompt return of the prison
population was a source not only of
income for the prison but also of prison
labor, really akin to the pervasive prison
labor system that flourished in the South
after Reconstruction. The current sheriff
wants to make prisoners available for
work ordinarily done by city workers.
The prisoners personally receive effec-
tively no wages. Many prisoners await
trial to this day for minor offenses. It’s
called doing Katrina time.

This penal servitude is both an affront
and another threat to labor in the South.
The return of the chain gang shows the
link between black and labor rights. The
need to organize and unionize the South
will be-a monumental battle. Prisoners
are powerless. ILA longshoremen and
Avondale shipyard workers are not.
Unlocking that power through the fight
for a class-struggle opposition to the pro-
capitalist labor bureaucrats, advancing
the consciousness of the working class,
is the task of the revolutionary party.
Either the South will be organized
through social struggle—which can only
be achieved if the labor movement con-
sciously addresses black oppression-—or
the features of the South will become
increasingly dominant across the land.

“End of Racism” Mythology

Katrina’s aftermath did not generate
massive nationwide social protest at all,
and certainly not the necessary protest by
the labor movement, due to the accom-
modation of its leadership to the racist,
capitalist status quo. Even as Katrina
exposed the realities of race and class and
their inevitable intertwining in capitalist
America, there is in the air the so-called

“end of racism” ideology that seeks to
blunt the hard truth of racist oppression.
In a CNN poll after the hurricane, only
12 percent of whites thought race was a
factor in the government’s virtually non-
existent response in the immediate after-
math of Katrina. Five times that many
blacks thought race was decisive. This
split reflects a similar gulf in conscious-
ness evident after the O.J. Simpson ver-
dict in 1995.

Mayor Nagin can be heard on the radio
fulminating that the mistreatment by the
government was due to being poor, not to
being black. This is also the line of the
NAACP, one of whose youthful support-
ers told us that racism was not the main
issue, class was. While Nagin is simply
toeing the line out of Washington, there
clearly is an adaptation to it from main-
stream black organizations, local politi-
cians and ostensible leftists. The question
of class is fundamental in capitalist Amer-
ica; this is not in contradiction to the cen-
trality of black oppression to American
capitalism.

At a New Orleans AFL-CIO Labor Day
picnic, on the other hand, we found that
black workers were more clear-eyed and
vocal about the treatment meted out to
black New Orleanians. This may be
because not a few of them spent days on
the roofs of their flooded homes waiting
to be rescued. One black longshoreman
told us, “They wouldn’t have done this to
any other city.” In fact, the attacks on the
working class and the population as a
whole are presaged and “justified” by the
gutting of advances and the diminution of
the rights of black people.

The demise of the Soviet Union has
spawned bourgeois triumphalism. The

destruction of the USSR was a historic

defeat for the proletariat that has thrown
back consciousness and allowed the
imperialist bourgeoisies to step up attacks
domestically and internationally. The per-
nicious false consciousness that the
“playing field has been leveled” must be
combatted at every turn.

It’s a sign of the times that we are
obliged to make the case for the strategic
centrality of the black question in the
struggle for workers revolution in this
country. One measure of how bad things
are in America is that former Presi-
dent Clinton was dubbed the first black
president;, though he had ostentatiously
returned to Little Rock during his 1992
campaign to oversee the execution of a
brain-damaged black man and proudly
ended “welfare as we know it.” The rise of
a mealy-mouthed black Democratic poli-
tician, Barack Obama, is seen to be repre-
sentative of a “color-blind” America.

This so-called end of racism is related
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to and intimately linked to the bourgeois
triumphalism attendant on the demise
of the Soviet Union that was supposed
to mean the “end of history” and the
“death of communism.” This points to the
relationship between black oppression
and the Russian question. Put another
way, the achievement of substantial legal
equality for black people, beginning after
World War II, was also heavily motivated
by U.S. imperialism’s felt need to look
good internationally—not least in -its
competition with the Soviet Union in the
Third World.

The civil rights movement represented
a major social upheaval which broke
up the reactionary Cold War consensus.
Struggles against women’s oppression
and anti-gay bigotry were able to exploit
openings created by the civil rights move-
ment, which broke the back of Jim Crow
in-the American South. The civil rights
struggles fed burgeoning protest against
the Vietnam War and opened the door to
some significant labor struggles in the
U.S. The civil rights movement is not a
distant, remote factor. Not least, today’s
“culture wars” are being fought against
some holdovers from this period. And the
ruling class is intent on reversing the
gains of the civil rights movement, how-
ever minimal they may be now, to widen
and deepen the wedge of attack against
the working class.

Black and Red

America’s rulers foster racial divisions
in the North and South in order to obscure
the divisions between the classes that are
fundamental to capitalist society and to
head off united working-class struggle.
The special oppression of black people as
a race-color caste is a cornerstone of
American capitalism. The mass of the
black population is kept at the bottom of
this capitalist society. At the same time,
doubly oppressed black workers form a
strategic component of the American pro-
letariat. Won to a revolutionary program,
black workers will play a leading role
in the struggle to emancipate the black
masses and all working people by sweep-
ing away the entire system of capitalist
exploitation.

We fight for revolutionary integration.
We understand that the struggle for inte-
gration of black people into American
society on the basis of full economic,
social and political equality can only be
realized through a proletarian revolution
that uproots the capitalist system and
ushers in an egalitarian socialist society.

We seek to mobilize the labor move-
ment to fight every manifestation of racist
rollback without defending the miserable
status quo. We fight for open admissions
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and free higher education for all. We
demand a massive public works program
in New Orleans at union wages with
union protection. We fight for quality
integrated housing and schools and for
free, quality.health care for all.

When the civil rights movement swept
into the North, the bankruptcy of the lib-
eral perspective of its leaders was quickly
revealed as it collided head on with the
cold, hard realities of American capitalism.
The pro-Democratic Party pressure politics
of the civil rights leaders meant inevitably
an acceptance of the terms of oppression.
As we said in one of our founding docu-
ments [“Black and Red—-Class Struggle
Road to Negro Freedom” (1966)]:

“The vast majority of black people—
both North and South—are today work-

.ers who, along with the rest of the

American working class, must sell their
labor power in order to secure the neces-
sities of life to those who buy labor
power in order to make a profit.... Ulti-
mately their road to freedom lies only
through struggle with the rest of the
working class to abolish capitalism and
establish in its place an egalitarian,
socialist society.”

The loss of unionized industrial jobs,
which was accelerated by the deindustri-
alization of the Northeast and Midwest
beginning in the 1970s, has been accom-
panied by a massive increase in home-
lessness and disease in the inner cities.
Crucially, there has been skyrocketing
incarceration of young black (and His-
panic) men carried out largely through
the “war on drugs.” This war on the
ghetto masses, which we see being played
out by the National Guard occupation in
New Orleans right now, is part of an all-
sided intensification of state repression,
capped by the speedup on death row
(“legal lynching”) and by “extralegal”
street executions in the ghettos and bar-
rios by the cops. After the drive to elimi-
nate welfare picked up speed in the
1980s, we called this “Genocide U.S.A.”
These ominous developments make all
the more urgent what we ;said in “Black
and Red”: o

“The fight for full employment at decent
wages is not just the key to better housing,
schools, etc., but a fundamental and neces-
sary defense. If Black people are forced
out of any economic role and become
lumpenized as a group they will be in a
position to be used as a scapegoat and
could be totally wiped out during a future
social crisis—just as the Jews in Germany
were—without affecting the economy.
The fight must be fought now to maintain
Negroes as part of the working class.”

Katrina and the
Democratic Party Vultures

The one-year anniversary events in
New Orleans saw the Democratic Party
politicians descending like vultures. The

Democratic Party is giving voice to con-
cerns that Katrina, evoking scenes of a
Third World country, is injurious to
America’s international reputation. This
is not to say the Democrats will do one
whit more for black people. Katrina was
a public relations debacle for a super-
power seeking to project its military
might in the service of “freedom.”.
Democratic governor Blanco is best
remembered for her callous response to
the survivors of the flooding. Promoting
the false image of wanton marauding and
“looting,” she warned that the National
Guard troops being deployed were battle-
hardened veterans of the war in Iraq,
whose weapons were “locked and loaded,”

cally and the projection of imperialist
military might abroad. If some Demo-
crats today are opposing the Iraq war
(like ex-Marine Congressman Jack Mur-
tha), it is for the express purpose of
deploying U.S. forces elsewhere in the
“war on terror.” Actually, it is because the
Democrats sell themselves as the friends
of labor and blacks that they are in many
cases the preferred party for the bourgeoi-
sie to use to mobilize for war.

On certain social questions like abor-
tion and gay marriage, some Democrats
meekly support more enlightened posi-
tions. The main difference between them
and the Republicans is that while the
Republicans unabashedly -enforce the
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Thousands of Mexican workers flocked to Gulf Coast following Katrina for
cleanup and construction work, laboring under brutal conditions.

and said they would be prepared to “shoot
and kill.”

The shell game through which the
Democratic Party—the historic party: of
the Confederate slavocracy—is portrayed
as the “friend” of blacks and labor has
been essential to preserving the rule of
racist American capitalism. The U.S. is
ruled by the dictatorship of a single class,
the bourgeoisie, alternately administered
by the Democrats and Republicans, two
wings of the same property party. It was
U.S. imperialism’s Democratic Party that
first prosecuted the bloody counterrevo-
lutionary war in' Vietnam and initially
oversaw the capitalist state’s physical
annihilation of the Black Panther Party.
The Democratic Party supported the inva-
sion of Afghanistan and the “war on ter-
ror,” which they maintain they can con-
duct more effectively and vigorously than
the Republicans. This “war on terror”
national unity is a deadly threat to immi-
grants, blacks and labor and means the
shredding of democratic rights domesti-

interests of big business, the Democrats
lie and do the same thing. When the
Transport Workers Union [TWU] struck
in December, one of the most important
unions in the country waged some much-
needed class struggle. Gubernatorial can-
didate Eliot Spitzer got the injunctions to
criminalize them. Hillary Clinton is a
proponent of the union-busting Taylor
Law. Yet both these Democratic pols are
supported by the TWU’s Toussaint lead-
ership and are considered “friends of
labor.”

Some of you may have seen the power-
ful documentary by Spike Lee, When the
Levees Broke: A Requiem in Four Acts.
The interviews and footage are an in-
delible record of a racist travesty. Lee is
quoted as saying that “what happened
in New Orleans was a criminal act...the
levees were a Band-Aid here.... Some-
body needs to go to jail.” Though Lee is
not heard in the documentary, his point
of view emerges in the steady parade
of black politicians (Ray Nagin, former




mayor of New Orleans Marc Morial and
Al Sharpton among them) who are given
a pass and allowed to preen as crusaders
for justice for black people.

During “Giuliani time,” the New York
police pumped 41 rounds at Amadou
Diallo in the vestibule of his own apart-
ment building. Sharpton channeled indig-
nation at this police terror into the false
hope of using the “independent” Civilian
Complaint Review Board to right police
misconduct. Such boards make cosmetic
changes in’order to perpetuate what is a
police state in the ghettos and barrios.

Ray Nagin is in the line of black
Democratic mayors that includes former
Philadelphia mayor Wilson Goode. On 13
May 1985, Goode and his administration
in collaboration with Reagan’s federal
government burned to death eleven mem-
bers of the black MOVE commune,
including five children. Nagin, at the
behest of New Orleans’ business inter-
ests, delayed evacuation. He knew from
the very beginning that at least one-fifth
of the population would not be able to
leave. He isolated himself away from his
command center during the storm and hid
in a hotel, in a bunker, when a small
group of people stranded at the Super-
dome marched to his hotel to ask for pro-
visions. And that’s not the half of it. Now
he has the unmitigated chutzpah to say:

“I think the opportunity has presented
itself for me to kind of go down in his-
tory as the mayor that guided the city
of New Orleans through an incredible
rebuild cycle, and really eliminated a lot
of the pre-Katrina problems that we had
with blight, with crime, with the public-
school system.”

Organize the South!

. With. their legalistic, pro-Democratic
policies, the AFL-CIO leaders are inca-
pable of undertaking the kind of militant
mass organizing drive needed to unionize
workers throughout the South, where the
racist cops and KKK lynchers have been
instrumental in keeping unions out. The
-AFL-CIO is investing $700 million of
its pension fund for affordable housing
and hospitals in New Orleans. Change to
Win, the other coalition, is assisting with
workers’ centers. All well and good—but
the purpose of unions is to mobilize the
workers in struggle against the capitalists.
It’s necessary to unleash the social power
of the working class, beginning with
existing beachheads of integrated union
power in the South—from the mainly
black longshoremen in the southeastern
and Gulf ports to shipyard workers and
Teamsters truckers.
The fundamental starting point for a
serious union organizing drive must be
the understanding that this capitalist
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society is divided between two hostile
classes—the workers who have to sell
their labor power and the capitalists who
own the means of production—whose
interests are irreconcilably opposed. The
labor bureaucracy openly supports the
capitalist system and is duly rewarded
for this. with certain social and political
privileges. The union tops stand for col-
laboration with the bosses, not class
struggle against them. .

The harsh anti-labor laws and practices.
in the South today are rooted in the black
chattel slavery of the Old South before
the Civil War. The re-establishment of
legalized racial segregation following the
betrayal of Radical Reconstruction by the
Northern bourgeoisie in league with the
Southern landed aristocracy entailed the
suppression of any attempt to organize
labor, white -as well as black. The anti-
union “right to work” laws, which are
extant all across the South, were passed
after the Second World War and have per-
petuated the South as the main regional
bastion of social and political reaction in
the United States. These laws are an out-
growth of an entrenched apparatus of
oppression—the post-Civil War “Black
Codes,” “anti-vagrancy laws,” the share-
cropping system of debt peonage and
prison chain gangs.

In the 1990s, New Orleans Avondale
shipyard workers were thwarted in their
attempt to form a union for six years
by repeated management appeals to the
bosses’ courts. Unions can only be built
and defended and unionization extended
across the South in class struggle against
the employer and the apparatus of the
capitalist state. Given the heavy weight of

. Bettmann
Bogalusa, Louisiana, 1966: Charles Sims of Deacons for Defense and
Justice, which organized armed self-defense against racist nightriders.

“right to work” laws across the South,
making a dent even in one locale will be
difficult. What will break the back of
these laws will be generalized social strug-
gle across the region, if not the country.

Some 30,000 immigrants have moved
into the Gulf Coast since the storm, and
they are subject to frequent ICE [Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement] raids
that are called “Operation Community
Shield.” Much of the gutting of houses
and clearing of trees has been performed
by immigrant Mexican- laborers who
sleep in tents or in the moldy structures
they work in daily. They have no access
to health care and their health and safety
is:of no concern to their employers. In
October 2005, Nagin ranted that New
Orleans was being “overrun by Mexican
workers.” Similarly, in a January state-
ment calling for a spring Katrina protest
for the “right of return,” Jesse Jackson
echoed this chauvinist sentiment: “Why
must people here look at people coming
in from out of the country to do the
work? That is humiliating. There are no
jobs that cannot be done by the people
who once lived here.” Feeding off this, in
early October the NAACP and the AFL-
CIO held a joint press conference to
denounce business owners who were hir-
ing non-union workers from out of state.
The answer to non-union labor is to
unionize all workers regardless of where
they are from.

It is particularly important to combat
anti-immigrant chauvinism in the work-
ing class and especially among black
workers, while the immigrant-derived
proletariat must grasp that anti-black
racism remains the touchstone of social
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Assault of the
Louisiana Colored
Volunteers on the
Confederate
breastworks at Port
Hudson, Louisiana,
27 May 1863, the
first major battle in
which black troops
took part.

reaction in this country. Our team at the
AFL-CIO picnic reported the following:
“An older black woman jumped into
my argument with a white woman who
argued that racism wasn’t really an issue
in what had happened; we convinced her
to back down and say we had a point.
However, then the white woman and the
black woman agreed that the problem
facing them now is that immigrants are
coming in and taking all the jobs, and I
had to argue hard with both of them.”

A number of lawsuits have been filed
on behalf of these mainly Hispanic work-
ers fighting against the contractors’ re-
fusal to pay overtime or any wages at all.
These piecemeal efforts, however admir-
able and supportable, only underscore the
necessity for labor to fight for full citizen-
ship rights for all immigrants. This is a
crucial part of mobilizing the power of
labor in struggle to organize the South.
Effective resistance to the immiseration
of American working people requires
unity in struggle between the trade unions
and the black, Hispanic and Asian poor. -

The role of a Leninist vanguard party
must be to advance the consciousness of
the working class. There is another tradi-
tion in Louisiana, one of black and labor
power. The largest slave revolt in U.S.
history, inspired by the Haitian revolu-
tion, took place in Louisiana in 1811.
Some of the first black troops to fight on
the side of the Union in the Civil War
were raised from the free black popu-
lation of New Orleans. During the civil
rights movement of the 1960s, the Dea-
cons for Defense and Justice organized a
group of black veterans in Bogalusa and
Jonesboro and used armed self-defense to
protect CORE voter registration work-
ers. The Spartacist League publicized the
Deacons’ critical role in defending black
rights against the racist nightriders.

And there is the strategic port of New
Orleans which, while heavily impacted by
containerization, is a reservoir of union
strength with an important history. When
the longshore union locals first affiliated
to the International Longshoremen’s Asso-
ciation [ILA], there was a segregated union

Battle of

Liberty Place,
New Orieans,
1874: Klan-like
White League
defeated Radical
Reconstruction
governor’s forces,
including black
militia. Obelisk
commemorating
race-terrorists’
victory stands in
New Orleans to
this day.
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structure, which was maintained. The ILA
locals on the Gulf were not integrated until
1983. However, on the Southern water-
front the primarily black unions are domi-
nant. In 1968, when Martin Luther King
was assassinated, the black ILA in New
Orleans called a three-day protest strike
and the white longshoremen announced
they weren’t going to work without their
black brothers. In 1972, Louisiana stu-
dents demanded an anti-racist boycott of
Rhodesian chrome and ILA dock workers
refused. to unload a ship. Several years
later, in 1977, black and white longshore-
men in New Orleans staged a militant wild-
cat strike that shut down all shipping in the
port, while the ILA international struck
only containerized cargo.

Finish the Civil War!

It’s been noted. that,to this day Haiti
and Haitians have never been forgiven by
the imperialist ruling classes for the slave
revolt led by Toussaint L’ Ouverture. The
past is not really past in the U.S. either
when it comes to the struggle for black
freedom and the Civil War. There is in
Katrina’s aftermath—in the racist con-
tempt and dispersal of its black working
class and dispossessed—more than an
echo of the racist Redemption campaign
of the former slave aristocracy-against
Radical Reconstruction. ‘

Reconstruction went through several
phases in Louisiana, and it’s a rich and
intricate history. I want to highlight the
last period. One historian of the period,
Ted Tunnell, put it: “The history of New
Orleans was the story of its strategic loca-
tion near the mouth of the greatest river
system on the North American continent”
[Crucible of Reconstruction, 1984]. Thus
it was that in April of 1862 Union war-
ships slipped past Confederate forts and
fought the Confederate fleet guarding the
city. The Union Army advanced overland




and took over New Orleans on May 1.
The North controlled the South’s largest
city from that day forward and Recon-
struction was underway.

New Orleans was a metropolis in the
midst of a Louisiana plantation and vil-
lage culture. There was a modest base of
immigrants and yeoman farmers (with no
slaves), the largest free black population
in the South, if not the country, and some
sugar planters who came to believe their
profit interests might be better served by
the Northh. The Union Army under the
leadership of Generals Banks and Butler
were the armed force that made it pos-
sible for Reconstruction to unfold. Within
this mix there was an intense and volatile
contention of ideas and clash of forces
about the extent and meaning of black
freedom and, importantly, black suffrage.

Moreover, these forces profoundly influ- ..

enced Lincoln himself.

The free blacks, or gens de couleur,
were not of one mind, reflecting their
intermediate position in society. They
were light-skinned descendants of French
settlers or wealthy mulatto immigrants
from Haiti. They were bricklayers, cigar
makers, carpenters and shoemakers. They
were markedly better off than the slave,
but their rights were constricted. But from
this layer came some of the first black
soldiers to fight for the Union Army, a
fact related to their (uniquely) already
having had their own militia. At the time,
some held the view that their fate was
“indissolubly bound up with that of the
Negro race,” and that “we have no rights
which we can reckon safe while the
same are denied to the field hands on the
sugar plantations.” Because Reconstruc-
tion began early and the slaves were given
their freedom, it came to pass that black
men were in the uniform of the Union
Army. And as one black New Orleanian
paper put it at the time: “From the day
that bayonets were placed in the hands of
the blacks.... This war has broken the
chains of the slave, and it is written in the
heavens that from this war shall grow the
seeds of the political enfranchisement of
the oppressed race.”

The radical unionists and the unity of
free blacks and freed slaves placed enor-
mous pressure on Lincoln to grant suf-
frage to the freedmen. The emancipated
slave had entered the political arena. The
Radical Reconstruction Louisiana consti-
tution abolished slavery and led to black
suffrage and blacks holding office.

The planter aristocracy refused to

- make their peace with this state of affairs.

In September 1874, the (Klan-like) White
League routed the Metropolitan Police
and black militia of the Reconstruction
governor. In 1891 an obelisk monument

to this race terror was built to honor
the Battle of Canal Street, later the Bat-
tle of Liberty Place. There was affixed
an inscription in praise of the victory of
white supremacy. This incident couldn’t
have more contemporary relevance. It
speaks to what we call the unfinished
business of the Civil War. And to this day,
the American South is a low-wage bastion
and a reservoir of social backwardness to
the detriment of the entire working class.

The period known as Radical Recon-
struction (of course it was not limited to
Louisiana) was the most egalitarian period
in U.S. history. It was finally brought to a
close when the Northern capitalists looked
at the devastated South and saw an oppor-
tunity—not for building a radical democ-
racy but for exploiting Southern resources,
and the freedmen, profitably. The Com-
promise of 1877 sealed this betrayal of

, black freedom and, with the withdrawal of

the Union Army from the South, a new
system of racist exploitation was estab-
lished by restricting the rights of freedmen
across the board. In 1896, the Supreme
Court codified “separate but equal” segre-
gation as the law of the land in Plessy v.
Ferguson. Plessy was a black New Orlea-
nian who refused to vacate his seat on a
railway car. The Jim Crow system thus
came to infect the whole country.
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America has evolved tumultuously
from a slave republic, through the Civil
War and the abolition of chattel slavery.
Yet we live with that legacy of slavery.
The struggle against black oppression and
for working-class liberation will go for-
ward together in this country or not at all.
For the working class to become an
instrumentality of its own liberation, it
must become a class-for-itself. It must
oppose every manifestation of oppression
and consciously fight the special oppres-
sion of black people. To quote Marx at the
time of the Civil War: “Labor cannot
emancipate itself in the white skin where
in the black it is branded.” The ulti-
mate reconstruction in this county will
come with a socialist revolution led by
the multiracial proletariat.

The Spartacist League, U.S. section
of the International Communist League,
seeks to impart the consciousness of this

" black centrality to the working class.

We seek to forge in struggle the revo-
lutionary workers party that will lead
the American workers revolution, which
alone can provide a decent life for all
through a socialist planned economy. If
you want a future without imperialist war,
racist oppression and capitalist exploita-
tion, we would ask you to join us. Finish
the Civil War!m
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 Black Hist

No. 1 $.25 (16 pagés) Includes:
+John Brown and Frederick Douglass:

* Heroes of the Anti-Slavery Struggle

No. 2 $.75 (32 pages) Includes:

*Bourgeoisie Celebrates King’s
Liberal Pacifism

*Malcolm X: Courageous Fighter
for Black Liberation

" *SNCC: “Black Power” and the

Democrats

No. 3 $.75 (32 pages) Articles from
Workers Vanguard detailing the
grotesque racist bombing of Philly
MOVE, signature of the Reagan years.

No. 4 3$.75 (32 pages) Articles dealing
with the military questlon and black
oppression.

No. 5 $1 (32 pages) Artlcles on the
continuing struggle to finish the Civil
War and fuffill the promise of black
freedom.

No. 6 $1 (32 pages) Includes:
*Toussaint L’'Ouverture and the
Haitian Revolution

NO. 7 $1 (40 pages) Includes:

*Black Troops in Battle Against Slavery
*FBIl Rode With the Klan: How
Mississippi Burning Rewrites History

No. 8 $1 (48 pages) Includes:
*South Africa: Razor's Edge
*Smash Apartheid!

For Workers Revolution!

.No. 9 $1 (56 pages) Includes:

*Qutrage Over Racist Acquittal of
Cops in Rodney King Case
*Education U.S.A—
Separate and Unequal

A Spartacist Pamphiet
| Black History
. and the Class Struggle

$1

A the In the
Black Panther Party
. Wolow ot w Saok by Mumia Abc-Samal -

‘How the Liberals and Reformists Deralied the
Struggle for integration

For Black Liberation
Through Socialist Revolution!

What's mssm hom Spike Los's Movi

Activists Remember ¢
Civil Rights Movement and the Bl::k Power Era

“New World Ordor Nescotonialism in Africa

. Order Back Issues of

‘'No. 10 '$1 (48 pages)

Articles on Malcolm X: what’s missing
from Spike Lee’s movie; activists
remember the civil rights movement

" and the black power era. Also “New

World Order” neocolonialism in Africa.

No. 11 $1 (48 pages) Includes:

* Stop the Klan! For a Workers Americal
—Springfield, llinois labor/black
mobilization against KKK provocation
on Martin Luther King holiday. .

No. 12 $1 (48 pages)

*South Africa Powder Keg—Wave of
strikes and land occupations after ANC
neo-apartheid “power sharing” regime.

‘No.. 13 $1 (48 pages) includes:

. *Lockdown U.S.A.

*Racist Backlash Against
0.J. Simpson Acquittal

*Million Man March Appeases
Racist Exploiters
No. 14 $1 (48 pages) Includes:
*Immigration and Racist
“Fortress Europe”
*Courageous Fighter Against Racist
Terror: Robert F. Williams, 1925-1996

*“Workfare”: Enslaving the Poor,
Busting the Unions

No. 15 $1 (48 pages) Includes:
*The Frame-Up of Mumia Abu-Jamal

+Abolish the Racist Death Penalty!
Death Row Speedup Targets Minorities
*Down With “English'Only” Racism!
For Free, Quality. Education for
All Children!

ory and the Class Struggle
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No.-16 $1 (48 pages) Includes:
*South Africa Torn by AIDS Crisis
“South African Workers Battle ANC
‘Union:Busting, Austerity
*Down With the Confederate Flag
of Slavery!
*The Fight to Unionize the
“Open Shop” South

No. 17 $1 (48 pages) Includes:

* Defend Immigrants! Defend the Unions!

+U.S. Bloodbath in Baghdad

*South Chicago: Snapshots of Latino
and Black Life

¢In Honor of Stephen Jay Gould:
Science and the Battle Against
Racism and Obscurantism

*The Russian Revolution and the
‘Black Freedom Struggle

No. 18 $1 (48 pages) Includes:

*Black Disenfranchisement and
American “Democracy”

*How the Liberals and Reformists
Derailed the Struggle for Integration:
For Black Liberation Through Socialist
Revolution!

*Down With Capitalist Rulers’ War
Against Blacks, Immigrants!

No. 19 $1 (48 pages) Includes:

*New Orleans: Racist Atrocity

*NYC Transit Strike: Union Power vs.
.Class Collaboration

*Black Women’s Narratives of Slavery,
the Civil War and Reconstruction

*AIDS in America: Racism, Poverty,
Bigotry

*The Lynching of Emmett T|II and the
Fight for Black Liberation

*Hail Charles Darwin! ..

All issues are still available. Complete set only $15, including postage and handling. .
Make checks payable/mail to: Spartacist Publishing Co., Box 1377 GPO, New York, NY 10116, USA
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