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We Said: No Vole 10 Labor or Bourgeois Greens! 

Rudd's ALP Rules for 
Racist Australian Imperialism 

DECEMBER 9-After more than eleven 
years in power the vicious, anti-working­
class Liberal/National Coalition gov­
ernment was swept from office at the 
24 November federal elections, with the 
execrable Howard becoming only the sec­
ond Australian prime minister to lose his 
own seat. Faced with escalating attacks 
on working conditions under the union­
busting WorkChoices legislation, slashing 
of welfare particularly targeting single 
mothers, and crumbling health, education 
and transport services, working people 
and the oppressed voted in droves for the 
Labor Party (ALP). However, despite 
h.-opes muong many that a Rudd ALP 
government will ameliorate living and 
working conditions, make no mistake 
that Labor is as committed as its prede­
cessor to serving the bosses' interests. 

On 26 November, Murdoch's Austra­
lian editorialised, "For all the assumptions 
of a bright new era that are being foisted 
on Mr Rudd by the green Left, and the 
desire for a return to the 1950s expressed 
by class-warriors in the union movement, 
the prime minister-elect has given us every 
indication that he will deliver more of the 
same economic management strategies 
the previous government gave us." Pro­
jecting itself as a "modern" party of tech­
nocrats and "economic conservatives," 
Rudd's ALP promised the bosses that they, 
not the Coalition, best understood the 
needs of 21st century capitalist economy 
and would, for example, address the grow­
ing frustration of big business over the 
Howard regime's neglect of key com­
munication, transport and port facilities. 

More importantly, faced with a disgrun­
tled working class, sectors of the ruling 
class see benefits in having a Labor 
government at the helm. The Australian 
advised, "After 11 Y2 years of a Coalition 

government, Labor maybe better able to 
move the welfare reform agenda forward 
to break inter-generational dependency. 
Just as Mr Rudd may be the one to rebuild 
community trust in the need for workplace 
reform" (Australian, 27 November). 

On election eve, Rudd again declared 
solidarity strikes verboten under the threat 
of state repression. Days later he quashed 
appeals by Unions NSW leader, John 
Robertson, to retrospectively abolish the 
Howard government's system of non­
union individual work contracts, Aus­
tralian Workplace Agreements (AWAs). 
For all the ALP's talk about ripping up 
WorkChoices, not only will existing AWAs 
be upheld, in some cases up to five years 
after the elections, but the Labor govern­
ment has projected its own form of in­
dividual contracts under common law. 
Labor is now preparing a "razor gang" to 
slash the public service. 

Rudd's claim that he'll govern for "all 
Australians" and will "put aside the old 
battles ... between business and unions" 
harks back to the Accord era of the 
nationalist union-busting Hawke/Keating 
regimes. In his abhorrence of union mili­
tants, hostility to working-class struggle 
and pious Christian views, Rudd is also 
reminiscent of the reactionary former 
British Labour prime minister, Tony Blair. 
. Rudd has recommitted the federal ALP 
government to the police/military occu­
pation of Northern Territory Aboriginal 
communities, with new Indigenous affairs 
minis'ter, Jenny Macklin, threatening to 
extend it to the states. Their stated inten­
tion to retain a limited version of the per­
mit system on Aboriginal lands is partly 
aimed at placating opposition within 
Aboriginal communities and disquiet 
within the ALP. The ALP will continue 
racist immigration policies such as the 

ASp photo 
Sydney, 8 September: Spartacist contingent at anti-APEC protest fought for 
proletarian internationalism against racist Australian imperialism. 

brutal mandatory detention of refugees, a 
scheme set up by the last federal Labor 
government. One of their first acts in gov­
ernment was to declare that they would 
deport 16 Indonesians detained some 
weeks ago. The ALP is also wedded to the 
"war on terror" which particularly targets 
dark-skinned, Asian and Muslim people. 
During his election campaign, Rudd des­
picably fuelled a mounting racist cam­
paign against the construction of an 
Islamic school in the soufuwest Sydney 
suburb of Camden, declaring ALP opposi­
tion on "planning grounds." 

While Labor claims it will pull out 
combat troops from Iraq by mid-2008 
(leaving army trainers, and air and naval 
personnel in the Persian Gulf indefinitely) 
it remains gung-ho for the murderous im­
perialist occupation of Afghanistan. It is 
also fully committed to an aggressive Aus­
tralian imperialist military presence in the 
Asia-Pacific region. On election. night, 
Rudd spoke glowingly of our "great friend 
and ally the United States," a sentiment re­
ciprocated by the U.S. president George 
Bush. As massive benefits flow from the 
growth of resource exports to China, 
Rudd's ALP government staunchly 
upholds the reactionary U.S.lAustralia 
military alliance, historically predicated on 
racist anti-communism and targeting in 
particular the Chinese deformed workers 
state. 

Preferences from the Greens helped 
deliver Labor a significant majority in the 
lower house. This was assisted by the 
myriad fake socialists who called for a 
vote to the bourgeois Greens while above 
all looking to an ALP victory. To the extent 
they have any influence, these class trai­
tors bear responsibility for helping bring 
the Rudd Labor government to power. 
Having got what they wanted, they now 

Enforcing racist immigration laws, 
Rudd Labor government plans to 
deport recently detained Indonesian 
fishermen and their families (above). 
ALP committed to aggressive 
Australian military presence in 
region, including occupation forces 
in East Timor (left). 

offer more of the same empty fight-back 
rhetoric to pressure Labor to the left while 
continuing to enthuse over the capitalist 
Greens. Thus Socialist Alternative declare 
"increased support for the Greens was one 
of the most encouraging outcomes of the 
election" (Socialist Alternative, December 
2007) while the Democratic Socialist Per­
spective blather that, "progressive move­
ments will have to continue mobilising to 
push the incoming Rudd Labor govern­
ment to deliver on its promises" (Green 
Left Weekly, 28 November). 

In part, the large vote to Labor is a 
product of the wretched campaign by the 
trade-union mis1eaders to stifle class 
struggle against Howard's WorkChoices, 
channelling massive working-class oppo­
sition into an election campaign for 
Labor. -The conflict between workers' 
expectations and the reality of a Rudd 
Labor government will generate opposi­
tion possibly leading to explosions of 
class and social struggles. In defending 
the struggles of the working class and 
oppressed, we seek to win the most ad­
vanced layers away from Laborite nation­
alism and reliance on the state to a 
revolutionary perspective. It will take the 
overthrow of the capitalist system throV!R 
workers revolution to get rid of capitalist 
exploitation and oppression. Such a task 
is counterposed to the outlook of pseudo.-. 
socialists who politically chain workers to 
their class enemy by practising parlia­
mentary con-games, supporting capitalist 
parties like the Greens in order to suppos­
edly pressure the pro-capitalist ALP tops. 

The Spartacist League, Australian 
section of the International Communist 
League (Fourth Internationalist) forthright­
ly declared before the elections "No Vote 
to ALP! No Vote to Bourgeois Greens!" 

continued on page 2 



Rudd's ALP. .. 
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PartiNn Defence 
£o ...... ittee 

We are determined to build a multiracial, 
internationalist, revolutionary workers 
party, committed to leading the proletariat 
in sweeping away this rotting capitalist 
system through socialist revolution. 

We reprint below, in slightly adapted 
form, a 16 November Spartacist League/ 
Australia statement on the elections. 

Protest "War on Terror" Arrests 
of Maori Activists, Leftists! 

It is little wonder that millions of work­
ing people are eager to see the widely­
hated Howard LiberallNational Coalition 
government swept from office at the 24 
November federal elections. While the 
capitalist bosses reap record profits in a 
booming economy, workers face relent­
less attacks on union rights, wages and 
conditions, the slashing of welfare, and 
crumbling transport, school and hospital 
systems. Under mounting anti-union laws 
and "anti-terror" legislation, unionists, 
immigrants, Muslims, Aborigines and 
leftists have faced violent state repres­
sion. Meanwhile, the Howard government 
is steadfastly committed to the blood­
drenched U.S.-led occupation of Iraq. 

Despite some posturing over Iraq and 
the anti-union WorkChoices laws, the 
Australian Labor Party (ALP) "opposi­
tion," led by Kevin Rudd, is just as com­
mitted to waging war on workers and the 
oppressed. While most of the pro-capital­
ist, Laborite union misleaders neverthe­
less push for a Labor victory, some 
unions, including the Victorian electri­
cians and firefighters unions, are cam­
paigning for the bourge(Jis Greens in 
these elections, mainly on the basis of 
their stated opposition to WorkChoices. 
Tailing these union tops, and highlighting 
their own political bankruptcy: many self­
described socialist groups are also treach­
erously championing a vote to the Greens 
as a means to apply pressure against the 
very right-wing Labor Party, which they 
nevertheless hope to have in government. 
Thus the International Socialists (ISO) 
declare, "We need to vote out the Howard 
government" and "send a powerful mes­
sage of protest to the Labor Party," trum­
peting "All unions should back the 
Greens" (Socialist Worker, 5 November). 

In a similar vein, Socialist Alterna­
tive (SAlt) while calling to "Kick 
Howard Out!" demands "Everybody on 
the left, every union activist, everyone 
who hates war and racism needs to vote 
Green in protest against Labor's right­
wing agenda" (Socialist Alternative, 
November 2007). Declaring that a Labor 
victory would be "a huge boost," the 
Democratic Socialist Perspective-led 
Socialist Alliance (SA), call to vote SA 
then Greens. All these reformists prettify 
the program of the Greens and bury its 
class character. The Greens are a capital­
ist party based on small-"l" liberal ele­
ments of the petty bourgeoisie who seek a 
kinder, gentler capitalist system. Some­
times posing as a friend' of workers, 
minorities and the oppressed, they playa 
role in preserving illusions in capitalism. 
For socialists to call for a vote to a capi-

The following was issued as a leaflet 
on 24 October by the Partisan Defence 
Committee, a legal and social defence 
organisation associated with the Sparta­
cist League/Australia. All the arrestees, 
known as the Urewera 17, have been 
released on bail, some having spent 
almost a month behind bars. After 
attempts to charge them under New 
Zealand's 2002 Terrorism Suppression 
Act collapsed, the state has resorted to 
laying spurious firearm-related charges 
against all but one activist who faces 
other charges. 

Numerous protests were held across 
New Zealand following the racist and 
deeply repressive 15 October "anti-ter­
ror" raids on Maori, peace and environ­
mental activists. On 19 October up to 
1,000 people in the township of Whaka­
tane marched on the local police station 
in outrage at police actions, which 
included house raids and reportedly the 
boarding of a school bus by a gun-toting 
cop. Protesters carried placards saying 
"He taonga te mokopuna [Our children 
are treasures}," "We are not terrorists, 
we've been terrorised" and "Don't point 
the gun at me! I'm under 5" (New Zea­
land Weekend Herald, 20 October). 

The following statement, produced by 
the Partisan Defence Committee (PDC) 
in Australia, was distributed in Auckland 
at a protest outside the District Court on 
Friday 19 October, at a protest rally in 
the city the following day as well as at 
Auckland University. The city rally, 
which included leftists, Maori activists 
and civil rights campaigners, marched 
from Aotea Square to the Auckland 

talist party is outright class betrayal. 
It is also class treachery for socialists 

to call for a vote to the ALP in these elec­
tions. Unlike the Greens, the ALP is, to 
use Lenin's words, a bourgeois workers 
party-thoroughly pro-capitalist in its 
leadership and program while having 
organic ties to the working class through 
the trade unions. There are times when 
communists can offer critical support in 
an election to parties within the workers 
movement. For instance, if a reformist or 
bourgeois workers party draws a class 
line against the bourgeoisie, then Marx­
ists might offer critical support as a tactic 
in order to show workers with illusions in 
that party that, once in power, it will 
defend the interests of the capitalists and 
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Central Police Station. While there some 
protesters attempted to pull down the 
New Zealand flag with police emblem 
and replace it with the Maori sover­
eignty flag. This attempt resulted in a 
brief scuffle between police and activists 
with the activists escaping. 

The PDC protest statement was well 
received, particularly by Maori activists. 
It was announced at Saturday's rally that 
international protests against the outra­
geous raids were being planned for the 
following week. 

We protest the-arrest and detention of 
17 Maori, anarchist and environmental 
activists in raids carried out across New 
Zealand in the early hours of 15 October 
by hundreds of heavily armed police of 
the Clark Labour-led government. One 
of those arrested was veteran Maori 
sovereignty campaigner, Tame Iti. Mr 
Iti, Jamie Lockett and others whose 
names have not been released have been 
denied bail. While one Wellington 
judge described the information back­
ing charges against four of these who 
appeared in her court as "scant," police 
have threatened further arrests amidst a 
hysterical media campaign. 

Using the criminal attacks on the 
World Trade Center in 2001 and the 
subsequent Bali and London bombings 
as a pretext, capitalist rulers from Lon­
don to Washington to Canberra and now 
Wellington have seized the opportunity 
to jack up state repression, accom­
panied by racist hysteria'in the service 
of suppressing Maori, trade unionists 
and leftists and youth opposed to 
bloody colonial occupations from Iraq 
to the Pacific. 

Augmented police powers are being 
wielded to accustom people to the 

not the workers. However, the ALP today 
offers the working class no opportunity 
whatsoever to vote in their own class 
interests. It stands openly committed to 
delivering more anti-union attacks, strong 
state repression and militarism. We say: 
No vote to the racist anti-working-class 
ALP! No vote to the capitalist Greens! 
No vote to candidates who promote the 
Greens and ALp, such as SA and the 
Socialist Party (SP)! For a revolutionary 
workers party to lead a class-struggle 
fight against racist capitalism! 

"War on Terror," War on Workers 
It's not the first time reformists such as 

the DSP-Ied Socialist Alliance, SAlt, ISO 
and SP have called for a vote to the 
Greens. For these reformists, the class 
independence of the proletariat is of no 
consequence as they consistently seek to 
tie workers to their class enemy and sow 
illusions in the capitalist state. The state­
consisting at its core of the cops, courts, 
prisons and army-exists to enforce capi­
talist class rule against the interests. of the 
working class and oppressed. 

The imperialists around the world 
seized on the criminal 2001 World Trade 
Center attack to ramp up strong-state 
powers in the name of "war on terror." In 
late 2005, Howar_d orchestrated highly 
publicised "anti-terror" raids in order to 
justify ramming through further draco­
nian legislation-which Labor supported 
before even viewing it! Two years later, 

restriction of democratic rights . and 
create a climate of fear aimed at quash­
ing in advance any social struggle 
against the bloated capitalist profit sys­
tem that consigns the working class and 
oppressed to increased exploitation and 
misery. 

The 2002 Terrorism Suppression Act 
was used to justify the warrants for 
the arrests. While targeting Maori activ­
ists today, these measures ultimately 
threaten all opponents of New Zealand 
imperialism, the entire workers move­
ment and the left. They are really about 
political suppression. We call on the 
workers movement in New Zealand and 
internationally to rally against this out­
rageous witchhunt. Free all the arrested 
activists! Drop the charges! 

www.moz.net.nz 
Sydney, 25 October: SL joins pro­
test outside NZ consulate, one of a 
number of international protests. 

22 Muslim men caught up in the raids 
continue to languish in state Labor-run 
maximum security prisons in Goulburn, 
Lithgow and Geelong without being 
convicted of any crime! Free all the 
detainees from Guanttinamo, to Iraq, to 
Australia! Down with racist "war on ter­
ror" government repression! 

While initially targeting Asian and 
Arab minorities, the "anti-terror" legisla­
tion shreds the democratic rights of all 
and is ultimately aimed against the entire 
working class. Elements of the Howard 
government's anti-union laws have been 
patterned on the "anti-terror" laws. For 
example, the witchhunting Australian 
Building and Construction Commission 
(ABCC) has ASIO-style powers to spy 
on, secretly interrogate and prosecute 
militant workers. Now getting a taste of 
the treatment meted out to imprisoned 
refugees and framed-up alleged terrorists, 
Western Australian construction union­
ists are currently before the bosses' courts 
for the "crime" of striking in defence of 
their sacked union delegate. Defend the 
unions! Down with the ABCC and all 
government union busting! 

Savage union-busting attacks have gone 
hand-in-hand with racist terror against 
Aboriginal people and refugees. Northern 
Territory Aboriginal communitiesk-e now 
subject to a military and cop occup~tion as 
police killings across the country cpntinue 
on the streets aJ:ld in the lockups. ~digen­
ous Palm Island community actiVIst, Lex 

continued oft/page 9 
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New ICL Bulletin 

The Logan 
Dossier 

We reprint below the Preface to The 
Logan Dossier, produced by the Interna­
tional Secretariat of the International 
Communist League in August 2007. All 
references not otherwise cited refer to 
documents published in the bulletin. 

This bulletin documents the facts and 
findings leading to the expUlsion of Bill 
Logan from the international Spartacist 
tendency, now International Communist 
League (Fourth Internationalist), at our 
first delegated International Conference in 
August 1979. Logan had been national 
chairman of the Spartacist League of Aus­
tralia and New Zealand (now Spartacist 
League/Australia) during its formative 
period, 1972-77, national chairman of the 
Spartacist LeaguelBritain at the time of its 
founding in 1978 and a member of the 
International Executive Committee (1EC), 
the leading body of the iStlICL. Logan 
was investigated by an International Con­
trol Commission, tried and found guilty of 
crimes against communist morality during 
his tenure as SLlANZ national chairman 
and shown to be a "proven, massive liar 
and a sexual sociopath who manipulated 
the private lives of comrades for reasons 
of power politics and his own aberrant 
appetites and compulsions in the guise of 
Marxism" ("Motion and Vote on the Find­
ings of the Trial Body"). By a unanimous 
vote, the conference delegates resolved 
that Logan had no place in the iSt and 
"cannot be and should never have been a 
member of a working-class organization." 

Following Logan's expUlsion, we took 
the unusual step of publicly releasing 
three internal bulletins titled "On the 
Logan Regime" (International Discussion 
Bulletin No. 10, Parts I and II, January 
1979; Part III [International Information 
Bulletin No. 16], November 1983). The 
first and second of these deal with the 
fight against Logan's abusive regime in 
the SLIB and some initial re-examination 
of the Logan period in the Australian 
section. The third contains materials re­
lated to the SLlANZ charges and the trial, 
including the reports from the trial body 
to the conference and excerpts of the floor 
discussion. Some of the material in this 
bulletin was originally assembled for 
inclusion in one or more additional bul­
letins at the time, but has remained unpub­
lished until now. Other materials in this 
bulletin were retrieved from our party 
archives or transcribed from the tape 
recordings of the trial proceedings. 

What Logan did to the Australian com­
rades first emerged at a national gathering 
of the SLI ANZ in January 1979. A couple 
of months before that, in October 1978, 
Logan had been ousted as national chair­
man of the SLIB, resigning from the post 
after a sharp political confrontation. Dur­
ing his 18 months in Britain, Logan had 
shown himself to be unfit to lead the sec­
tion. He was duplicitous in his dealings 
with'the iSt center, the Interim Secretariat 
(I.S.-now International Secretariat), and 
with his peers on the IEC; abusive in his 
treatment particularly of women com­
rades, and heavy-handed in his response 
to criticism or disagreement from SLIB 
members. At the time, the Logan regime in 
Britain was seen as a bureaucratic aberra­
tion, the result of an insecure, trigger­
happy leader who was in over his head. 
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Logan remained on the IEC and, at con­
siderable party expense, he and his wife 
and collaborator, Adaire Hannah, were 
transferred to New York to work in the I.S. 

No one could then imagine that a lead­
ing member of our communist organiza­
tion could be the monstrous sociopath 
Logan was soon proved to be. Logan's 
abusive practices were constrained in the 
SLIB by its frequent contact with the 
international leadership and its core of 
mature cadre. The SLI ANZ, on the other 
hand, was a distant section with relatively 
inexperienced young comrades. But the 
fight in Britain unlocked and catalyzed a 
process of re-examination by the SL/ANZ 
membership. This came to a head at the 
SLlANZ national gathering, as comrades 
began revealing to each other and to the 
visiting IS. representative, Reuben Samuels, 
painful experiences they had long kept to 
themselv.es for fear of being "disloyal." 
The SLI ANZ conference saw an out­
pouring of traumatic recollections and 
accusations. 

Those accusations were subsequently 
codified in a resolution of the SLlANZ 
Central Committee (see "Charges from 
the SLlANZ Central Committee"). An 
International Control Commission (ICC) 
was appointed by the lEe. It was charged 
with amassing and weighing the evidence 
and was constituted as a trial body to pur­
sue further testimony and reach a verdict 
in the case. This trial body was made up 
of comrades from throughout the inter­
national who were highly regarded for 
their integrity and had had no significant 
previous involvement with Logan. It was 
chaired by comrade Martha Phillips 
(Piper) from the SLIU.S., who was mur­
dered in Moscow in 1992 while fighting 
to cohere a Trotskyist nucleus in the face 
of the counterrevolutionary tide that de­
stroyed the Soviet Union. The trial body 
included other comrades from the SLI 
U.S. and from the Canadian and German 
sections of the iSt. Also serving on the 
trial body was the veteran Sri Lankan 
Trotskyist Edmund Samarakkody, whose 
organization had until then been engaged 
in fraternal relations with the iSt for 
some time. Comrades Toni R. and Rachel 
W. served as recording secretary and 
support counsel, respectively, for the 
Commission, Comrade Dave Reynolds of 
the SLlANZ Central Committee acted as 
prosecutor on behalf of the Australian 
complainants. 

In the months before the trial, over 
three dozen statements and documents 
totaling hundreds of pages were submit­
ted by SLI ANZ members and other com­
rades offering detailed testimony of 
Logan's acts, and by Logan and Hannah 
in his defense. More than 30 witnesses 
testified in person at the trial, which took 
place over a period of four days imme­
diately preceding the formal opening 
of the International Conference. Several 
hundred pages of documentary evidence 
from the period of the LoganlHannah 
regime-minutes, memoranda, political 
correspondence and extracts of some per­
sonal correspondence-were also avail­
able to the Control Commission. Logan 
had the right to cross-examine witnesses 
and dispute the documentary evidence. 
The findings of the trial body were then 

Extensive introductory section by the International Secretariat 
of the ICL includes: 

• Preface 
• Summary of Facts and Findings 
• Summary Continued: Refuting Logan's Lying Defense 
• A Postscript on Bill Logan and the BT: Garbage Doesn't Walk by Itself 

Documentation includes: 
• Indictment and Verdict 
• Minutes, Correspondence and Other Background Evidence (1972-77) 
• Pretrial Documentary Testimony (1979) 
• Trial Proceedings, 26-29 August 1979-Selected Transcripts 

189 pages in two volumes. Each volume: A$6 US$5 
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reported to the conference and were the 
subject of an extensive discussion involv­
ing two reporters and more than 40 
speakers. 

We publish here essential documents 
submitted as written testimony to the trial 
body as well as certain correspondence 
and other materials from the period of 
the Logan regime in Australia demon­
strating how it flouted existing Spartacist 
norms and corroborating the testimony. 
Additionally, we are including substan­
tial extracts of the transcripts of the pro­
ceedings of the trial body, where such 
testimony does not largely replicate the 
written materials. It should be stressed, as 
it was at the outset of the trial by com­
rade Martha P., that in a Leninist party 
trial written and oral testimony are given 

On the Logan Regime 
(Three parts) 
As a service to the workers movement we 
have made these internal international 
bulletins documenting Logan's crimes 
publicly available. 

Part I (January 1979) 
Part II (January 1979) 
Part III (November 1983) 

$4 (82 pages) 
$4 (44 pages) 
$4 (79 pages) 

Order from/make cheques payable to: 
Spartacist ANZ Publishing Co. 
GPO Box 3473, Sydney NSW 2001 

equal weight. For the sake of convenience, 
the current bulletin includes some items 
previously published in lIB No. 16: the 
SLlANZ CC resolution detailing the 
charges, Dave R.'s summary presentation 
to the trial body and the ICC motion 
expelling Logan adopted by the Interna­
tional Conference. 

* * * 
As Marx understood when he put aside 

other critical work for the better part of a 
year in 1860 in order to expose the dubi­
ous and slanderous Herr Vogt, necessary 
tasks of political sanitation cannot long be 
avoided without' paying a price. In the 
years after his expulsion Logan resurfaced 
in New Zealand and managed to insinuate 
himself back into the left internationally, 

~ 
Information 
Bulletin 
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It's All About the 
Russian Question 

The following exchange of letters is 
reprinted from Workers Vanguard (No. 
899, 28 September 2007), newspaper of 
the Spartacist League/U.S., section of the 
International Communist League. Two 
previous letters from Chris Slee, a Demo­
cratic Socialist Perspective cadre, and 
replies by Workers Vanguard, are reprinted 
in Australasian Spartacist Nos. 198 and 
199 (Winter and Spring 2007 respectively). 

8 July 2007 
Dear Workers Vanguard 

Your response to my second letter 
(WV 894) confirms your illusions in the 
Stalinist bureaucracy as a defender of the 
workers state. 

You see the threat of capitalist restora­
tion in China as coming from opposition­
ists such as Li Jianqiang and Han 
Dongfang, and deny the reality of capital­
ist restoration being carried out by the 

. bureaucracy itself. 
You write: "At the political level, the 

imperialists aim to replay in China the 
strategy used during Cold War II in East 
Europe and the former Soviet Union: 
promoting domestic anti-Communist 
oppositional forces". 

This is a one-sided account of imperia­
list strategy during the Cold War. In addi­
tion to cultivating oppositioft groups, the 
imperialists also cultivated pro-capitalist 
tendencies within the bureaucracy. 

This was most clearly seen in the Soviet 
Union. Yeltsin came from within the Stal­
inist bureaucracy. He was a leading mem­
ber of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union before he fell out with Gorbachev. 

Yeltsin came to power essentially 
through a coup. During the power strug­
gle in August 1991, he won the support of 
key sections of the officer corps. Mobili­
sation ofYeltsin's supporters in the streets 
played a secondary role. 

Even before Yeltsin's coup, the bureauc­
racy had already adopted a capitalist­
restorationist perspective. This was shown 
a year earlier when the USSR Supreme 
Soviet adopted the "500-day plan" for the 
creation of a "market economy". Yeltsin 
won the intra-bureaucratic power struggle 
because he was seen as the best person to 
implement the bureaucracy's perspective 
of capitalist restoration. 

In Eastern Europe, mass protests played 
a bigger role in bringing about changes of 
government than in the Soviet Union. 
Some former leaders of anti-regime mass 
movements became leaders of capitalist 
governments, Polish ·Solidarity. being an 
obvious example. 
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In the preceding years, imperialism 
had succeeded in winning over many of 
the leaders of protest movements in East­
ern Europe. These movements arose out 
of a justified anger at bureaucratic privi­
lege and repression. But setbacks in the 
struggle for socialist democracy in East­
ern Europe, as well_ as setbacks in the 
working class struggle on a world scale, 
led some activists in these movements to 
abandon a socialist perspective. Im­
perialist propaganda portrayed bourgeois 
democracy as the only alternative to Stal­
inism, and (in the absence of a strong 
revolutionary left movement in the West) 
many Eastern European activists fell for 
this false solution. 

Acts of Stalinist repression, such as the 
declaration of martial law and the arrests 
of thousands of workers in Poland in 
December 1981, made the problem worse. 
The Spartacist League supported Jaruzel­
ski's repression, not recognising that it 
was a gift to the imperialists. It made it 
easier for Reagan and Thatcher to pose as 
defenders of democracy, human rights and 
workers rights. This in tum helped them 
to sell "free market" economics to Soli­
darity activists and other Eastern Euro­
pean oppositionists. 

Returning to China, you rightly con­
demn "the brutal suppression of the 1989 
Tiananmen protests", but seek to minimise 
the impact of the repression. You quote 
Trotsky'S statement that "on the road to 
capitalism the counter-revolution would 
have to break the resistance of the work­
ers", and argue that this has not happened 
in China. You say that, in the 1989 Beijing 
massacre, "the working class was not 
smashed". 

But a similar comment could be applied 
to Russia. Yeltsin's coup of August 1991 
did not "break the resistance of the work­
ers", or "smash" the working class. 

The Russian working class did not 
resist Yeltsin's coup; rather, the workers 
were spectators to the struggle within the 
bureaucracy. The coup was nevertheless 
very significant, since it initiated a policy 
of rapid privatisation that impoverished 
the working class and caused many work­
ers to lose their jobs. The result was cata­
strophic, but the catastrophe unfolded 
over several years, not just on the day of 
Yeltsin's victory. 

Trotsky said that the bureaucracy "con­
tinues to preserve state property only to 
the extent that it fears the proletariat". 
Yeltsin's privatisation push showed that 
the bureaucracy had overcome its fear of 
the working class. The defeats for the 
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September 1981: Spartacist protest against opening of New York City office of 
Solidarnosc, company union for CIA and bankers. 

international working class at the hands 
of Reagan, Thatcher etc had given the 
Russian bureaucracy confidence in its 
ability to defeat working class resistance to 
privatisation. 

The same is true in China, though the 
details are different. The Chinese bureauc­
racy has proceeded more slowly with 
privatisation, and has continued to use the 
organisational form of the Communist 
Party. China has received much more 
foreign investment than Russia, with 
many transnational corporations choosing 
China as a base for production for the 
world market. 

The Chinese bureaucracy's "gradualist" 
strategy has been much more successful 
economically than Yeltsin's "shock ther­
apy", which sent Russia into a deep 
depression. China has experienced a long 
boom similar to that in South Korea and 
Taiwan in earlier years. This boom is 
based on the extremely ruthless exploit­
ation of the working class, especially the 
vast numbers of migrant workers. 

Neither in China nor in Russia was 
there just one single "catastrophic" event 
that broke the resistance of the workers. 
The resistance of many specific groups of 
workers to privatisation, job cuts, welfare 
cuts, oppressive working conditions, etc 
has been crushed in numerous separate 
battles, but outbreaks of resistance have 
continued to occur in both Russia and 
China. 

Nevertheless the state in both Russia 
and China is a capitalist state. It defends 
the interests of the capitalist class. This 
does not exclude the maintenance of a 
significant nationalised sector of the econ­
omy in both countries, nor attacks by the 
state on specific capitalists (e.g. Putin's 
attacks on certain "oligarchs"), nor con­
flicts between the Chinese or Russian 
states and US imperialism. 

Chris Slee 
WVreplies: 

We have extensively answered Chris 
Slee's arguments on the class character of 
the Chinese deformed workers state in our 
replies to two letters from him (see "Why 
China Is Not Capitalist: An Exchange," 
WV No. 890, 13 April and "Again on Why 
China Is Not Capitalist," WV No. 894, 
8 June). Slee's arguments echoed prevail­
ing pseudo-left views on China; our 
replies provided an opportunity to under­
line our Trotskyist program of uncondi­
tional military defense of China against 
iinperialist attack and internal counter­
revolution and for proletarian political 
revolution against the Stalinist bureauc­
racy. They also provided a means to 
expose Slee's social-democratic enthusing 
over "democratic" forces backed by the 
imperialists against the Stalinist regimes. 

In his third letter, Slee again denies 
the contradictory nature of the Stalin­
ist bureaucracy-portraying it as simply 
counterrevolutionary-in order to justify 
support to capitalist counterrevolution, 
including the Solidamosc bid for power 

against the Polish workers state in late 
1981. In replying to his second letter, we 
noted that "Slee does not deign to men­
tion his longtime affiliation with the Aus­
tralian Democratic Socialist Perspective 
(DSP), whose forerunners during Cold 
War II enthusiastically supported im­
perialist-backed counterrevolutionary 
forces in the former Soviet sphere, from 
Lech Walesa's Solidarnosc in Poland to 
Boris Yeltsin's 'democrats' in Russia." 

Slee readily admits that in East Europe 
and the former Soviet Union, "Some 
former leaders of anti-regime mass move­
ments became leaders of capitalist gov­
ernments, Polish Solidarity being an 
obvious example." Quite so, as the mass 
movements they led were pro-capitalist. 
Slee falsely implies that Solidamosc was 
initially struggling for "socialist democ­
racy." In fact, from its formation during 
the August 1980 Gdansk shipyard strike, 
Solidarnosc was led by pro-capitalist ele­
ments and actively supported by the Vati­
can and American and West European 
imperialism, not exactly champions of 
"socialist democracy." And as we wrote 
in "Stop Solidarity'S Counterrevolution!" 
(WVNo. 289, 25 September 1981): 

"With its first national congress in Sep­
tember, decisive elements of Solidarity 
are now pushing a program of open 
counterrevolution. The appeal for 'free 
trade unions' within the Soviet bloc, long 
a fighting slogan for Cold War anti-Com­
munism, was a deliberate provocation of 
Moscow. Behind the call for 'free elec­
tions' to the Sejm (parliament) stands the 
program of 'Western-style democracy,' 
that is, capitalist restoration under the 
guise of parliamentary government:' 
[emphasis in original] 

There was no question that for genuine 
Trotskyists it was necessary to stand with 
the regime of General Jaruzelski when it 
spiked Solidamosc's bid for power in 
December 1981. We condemned the Pol­
ish Stalinist bureaucracy for driving the 
historically socialist Polish working class 
into the arms of Washington and the Vati­
can. Slee condemns the Stalinists for pre­
venting Solidamosc from overthrowing 
the deformed workers state at that time. 
We refer our readers to the October 1981 
Spartacist pamphlet Solidarnosc: Polish 
Company Union for CIA and Bankers. 

In arguing that the Beijing Stalinist 
bureaucracy has restored capitalism in 
China, Slee contends that this is also what 
basically happened in the former Soviet 
Union. He thus describes Boris Yeltsin's 
seizure of power in August 1991 as an 
"intra-bureaucratic power struggle." Yeltsin 
had been a leading figure in the Soviet 
Stalinist regime. However, in 1990 he 
and other right-wing forces split from the 
ruling Communist Party, which was then 
breaking apart. Trumpeting his support 
for "democracy" and "free market" eco­
nomics, Yeltsin was able to gain the sup­
port of the U.S. imperialists in his 
struggle to overthrow the decomposing 
regime of Mikhail Gorbachev. What hap­
pened in the Soviet Union in 1989-91 was, 
as Leon Trotsky had predicted decades 
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It is with profound grief that we Inform 
our readers of the death of our beloved com­
rade Gerard Le MeteiI, a member of the 
Ligue Trotskyste de France, who died in 
Dieppe on September 3 in unknown cir­
cumstances after having been taken into 

Gerard Le Meteil 
police custody, allegedly for public intoxi-
cation. We extend our deep sympathy es-
pecially to Gerard's eight-year-old son 
Nicolas and also to Nicolas' mother Valerie, 
the whole Le Meteil family and his many 
friends. A close comrade of Gerard's wrote 
in tribute: "The loss of Gerard is immensely 
painful for us all, for our party, and for each 
of us individually. It is a political loss but it 
is also a personal loss. Everyone valued 
Gerard on both levels: as a comrade and as 
a friend. The party was his reason for living 
and he always put the party's needs before 
his own personal options. He dedicated the 
best 25 years of his life to the party." 

Gerard joined the LTF in April 1982 and 
was elected to the Central Committee at the 
LTF's Eleventh National Conference in 
December 1989.' He was won to the Ligue 
Trotskyste, French section of the inter­
national Spartacist tendency (now Inter­
national Communist League [Fourth 
Internationalist]), in part through his in­
volvement in a December 1981 united-front 
labor mobilization against the fascists initi­
ated by the LTF in Rouen, a port and indus­
trial center in northwest France. Four to five 
hundred protesters were mobilized, includ­
ing some 200 trade unionists and a bloc of 
students from the Ecole Normale (teachers 
college) that Gerard, working with an LTF comrade, 
had organized. The mobilization strengthened the roots 
of the LTF's local in Rouen, where Gerard worked for 
much of his life. 

Key issues in the recruitment of Gerard, who had 
been involved in a Communist Party sports organiza­
tion, were the importance of the Leninist vanguard 
party and the Trotskyist position in defense of the 
Soviet Union. Before he joined, Gerard took part in an 
LTF meeting at the Tolbiac campus of the University 
of Paris on 2 March 1982. A move by the Polish Stal~ 
inist regime against the reactionary Solidarnosc 
"union" had taken place only months before in that 
deformed workers state. France, under social democrat 
Fran~ois Mitterrand's popular front, was the cockpit 
of the anti-Soviet mobilization in Europe, in which 
the pseudo-Trotskyists played an active role. 

As elsewhere, the Tolbiac campus was polarized. 
LTF comrades in Rauen were literally spat on by left­
ists who had earlier marched with us against the fas­
cists. Our comrades at Tolbiac had received phone 
threats, and Gerard came down from Rouen to join the 
successful defense of our meeting against a howling 
mob of over 30 fake Trotskyists and others. At the 
close of the meeting, a gauntlet of campus security 
guards (vigi/es) and autonome youth combined to 
attack those leaving. A comrade recalled that in the 
raging street fight that ensued, "Gerard displayed con­
siderable physical courage and connected with some 
well-placed punches." Shortly after that experience, 
Gerard applied for membership in the LTF. 
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During the next seven years, he became known as 
an extremely energetic and talented activist on the 
Rouen campus. He would jump on a table in the cam­
pus. cafeteria and, with a passionate speech, mobilize 
students to protest an atrocity perpetrated by the gov­
ernment or the campus administration. This work 
also meant daily political combat against our oppo­
nents on the left. Constantly seeking to win people 
over, trying to understand where they came from and 
finding the convincing arguments contributed to the 
political wisdom and depth for which he was known. 
Gerard later brought tItis experience to bear in his 
political education of our younger comrades, several 
of whom have become cadres in the LTF and other 
sections of the ICL. 

Gerard was a teacher by profession and a longtime 
member of the SNUipp union. His death did not go 
unnoticed among leftists and unionists in the region 
and elsewhere. Postal workers organized a minute of 
silence in a general assembly during the night shift at 
the CreteiI sorting center in Paris on September 5. 

Since Gerard had been won hard to the understand- . 
ing that we are above all the party of the Russian Revo­
lution, it was completely in character that he took time 
off work to throw himself into the ICL's intervention 
into the nascent East German political revolution in 
1989-90. Known as one who looked outside the French 
"hexagon," he followed the work of our entire interna­
tional with the greatest attention. An excellent military 
leader, he was in charge of our security squad at the 
July 2001 mass demonstration against the Group of 
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Eight imperialists in Genoa, Italy, where the 
cop rampage left at least one young protester 
dead. 

Gerard's detailed knowledge of French pol­
itics and of the history of the workers move­
ment extended to the former and current 
French colonies. He researched and gave a 
forum on the French general strike of June 
1936, when the Stalinists sabotaged the possi­
bility of workers revolution. An article based 
on his talk was published in Le Bolchevik Nos. 
179 and 180 this spring. He devoured new 
books, particularly about the crimes of French 
imperialism, and read extensively about the 
Algerian War, understanding well that these 
crimes still animate the French bourgeoisie in 
its racist oppression of North African immi­
grants, their children and grandchildren. It 
was often Gerard who proposed to the party to 
take up the cause of an immigrant family or 
Roma (Gypsy) encampment facing racist 
attack by the government or others. 

One of his strengths was that he appreci­
ated contradictions in society and on the left. 
His effectiveness flowed from his political 
understanding and his evident confidence in 
the power of our program. A comrade wrote 
in tribute: "He was a 100 percent person, in 
his love, his hatred, a 100 percent communist, 
a guy that could inspire you. He was an 
activist, a leader, a great speaker with a deep 
voice, somebody from a Zola novel, full of 
passion and always, some sad, tragic glimmer 
in his eye." 

In the mid 1990s, after capitalist counter-
revolution in the Soviet Union and East 

Europe, Gerard suffered a personal breakdown and left 
the party for a couple of years. His return to active pol­
itics followed the big strike wave in France in late 
1995. He had thought through a lot of the problems of 
the French section, and comrades recalled that he was 
a breath of fresh air, brimming with enthusiasm over 
the recent class struggles and, as always, full of 
insightful and stimulating observations about events in 
the country and the world. In September 1996, he was 
again elected to the Central Committee, on which he 
continued to serve until his death. 

Comrades and friends are struggling to come to 
grips with the loss of comrade Gerard, only 48 years 
old and a talented athlete from his youth who had run 
numerous marathons. We are hoping to clarify the cir­
cumstances of his death. In Paris on September 9, 
comrades, family and friends gathered to honor him at 
the Wall of the Communards in the Pere Lachaise 
cemetery. A letter from the ICL's International Secre­
tariat in New York saluted our comrade and friend: 

"Gerard fought for the emancipation of the workers and 
all the oppressed people of the world, and for the trans­
formation of society from capitalism to socialism by 
means of workers socialist revolution. To be successful, 
this liberating revolution requires the leadership of a 
revolutionary political party of the workers vanguard­
the Fourth International, which we of the International 
Communist League are fighting to reforge. This mem­
ory of Gerard, as a comrade, is our greatest assurance 
that the spirit of humankind, striving for human soli­
darity, is unconquerable." 

-Reprinted from Workers Vanguard 
No. 898, 14 September 2007 

earlier, the disintegration of the Stalinist -
bureaucracy, out of which elements 
emerged that formed a capitalist-restora­
tionist political force led by Yeltsin. 

by Mikhail Gorbachev's former aides, has 
unleashed a' counterrevolutionary tide 
across the land of the October Revolu­
tion. The first workers state in history, 
sapped and undermined by decades of 
Stalinist bureaucratic misrule, lies in tat­
ters. The state power has been fractured, 
the Communist Party-its bureaucratic 
core-shattered and banned from the 
KGB and armed forces, the multinational 
union is ripping apart as one republic 
after another proclaims secession." 

revolutionary outcome. In our reply to 
Slee in WV No. 890, we explained: 

"Should China succumb to counterrevo­
lution, the results would be catastrophic: 
the return of imperialist subjugation, the 
dismantling of the gains of the 1949 
Revolution, the deepening of 'death of 

communism' ideology internationally. 
This is an outcome we seek to combat. 
And in such a showdown, the DSP will 
stand on the side of counterrevolution, as 
it has done and is doing." 

After seizing power in August 1991, 
Yeltsin dismantled the remaining struc­
tures of Stalinist bureaucratic rule. The 
Communist Party was outlawed and the 
armed forces purged of officers who 
might resist the dissolution of the USSR 
and the restoration of capitalism. At this 
critical juncture in modern world history, 

. the International Communist League put 
out a leaflet, "Soviet Workers: Defeat 
YeltsincBush Counterrevolution!", thai 
was distributed in the tens of thousands in 
Soviet ~ussia. It began: . 

"Th!! working people of the Soviet 
Unjpn, and indeed the workers of the 
world, have suffered an unparalleled dis­
astetwhose devastating consequences are 
no~ being played out. The ascendancy of 
Boris Yeltsin, who offers himself as 
Busl'l's man, coming off a botched coup 
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-WVNo. 533, 30 August 1991; 
reprinted in the August 1993 
Spartacist pamphlet How the Soviet 

. Workers State Was Strangled 

Slee blows a:lot of smoke to. obscure one 
simple, decisive fact: He and his party 
stood with Yeltsin and his counterrevolu­
tionary rabble; the ICL fought to the last 
in defense of the gains of October. 

Turning to China, Slee again asserts 
that the state is "capitalist." This is simply 
a philistine cover for support to those 
forces which indeed seek such a counter-

With this reply to Slee's third letter, we 
.rest our case. _ 
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From Spartacist South Africa 

SAMWU 
Left: Teachers union at 1 June Johannesburg rally on first day of four-week national public workers strike. Right: 28 August protest against evictions ordered by 
Johannesburg city government. 

Forge a Leninist-Trotskyist Party 
to Fight for Workers Revolution! 

The following article is reprinted, in 
slightly edited form, from Spartacist 
South Africa No.5 (Spring 2007), publi­
cation of the South African section of the 
International Communist League ( Fourth 
Internationalist}. , 

Thirteen years after the fall of apartheid, 
it has become increasingly evident to the 
black toilers that the Tripartite Alliance 
government has not altered the social and 
economic conditions of the impoverished 
masses. The rigid, legally enforced racial 
segregation and subjugation of apartheid 
is no more. But behind the liberation rhet­
oric of the ruling African National Con­
gress (ANC) and the democratic trappings 
of "one person, one vote;' there is the real­
ity of neo-apartheid capitalism, based on 
the same social foundations as the former 
regime: the brutal exploitation of the over­
whelmingly black proletariat by a tiny 
class of fabulously wealthy white capital­
ist exploiters (albeit now sprinkled with a 
few black front men). 

The official unemployment rate for the 
black African population exceeds 40 per­
cent, while millions have been evicted 
from their homes or had their electricity 
or water cut off because they could not 
pay sky-high bills. Police crackdowns 
have escalated against workers striking 
against poverty wages, township residents 
protesting deadly cuts in electricity and 
drinking water, students resisting tuition 
increases. There is mQunting rage directed 
at the uncontrollable corruption of the 
government. Meanwhile the capitalist 
ANC-Ied government searches for scape­
goats to head off mounting discontent. 
Immigrants, many fleeing starvation and 
repression, are blamed for the high unem­
ployment rate. Ominously, tribal enmities 
are being fostered. Since coming to power, 
the ANC has increasingly worked to pit 
different sections of the oppressed against 
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each other. The contest to succeed Thabo 
Mbeki as head of the bourgeois ANC is 
viewed by many as a contest between the 
Xhosa central leaders of the ANC and 
Jacob Zuma, a Zulu traditionalist. Zuma 
also derives a lot of his support from the 
fact that he poses as a "man of the people," 
willing to listen to the workers and the 
township poor. But he is simply a bour­
geois populist politician who endorses the 

government but as part of a coalition with 
the ANC rather than as ANC ministers. 

The real question confronting SACP 
militants is why would aparty that claims 
to represent the interests of the working 
class trample on those interests in order to 
maintain an alliance with the bourgeois 
ANC. Why would a party that claims to be 
fighting for a communist society-in 
which capitalist exploitation has been 

Break With the Bourgeois 
Tripartite Alliance! 

austerity policies of the current govern­
ment. An ANC run by Zuma would be just 
as anti-working-class as the current ANC. 

It was against this backdrop of growing 
dissatisfaction that the 12th national con­
gress of the South African Communist 
Party (SACP) met in July in Port Eliza­
beth, where the future of the alliance with 
the ANC was the subject of. vigorous 
debate. While SACP leader [Blade] Nzi­
mande gives thinly veiled support to 
Zuma on the false basis that he' is pro­
working-class, some delegates at the 
recent congress called for the SACP to run 
candidates under its own name, as op­
posed to on the ANC slate. However, the 
resolution of the Gauteng region propos­
ing that the SACP run its own candidates 
explicitly asserted that the "revolutionary 
alliance led by the ANC" is "an historic 
and important alliance that should be 
preserved." This means that the SACP 
could continue to serve in the bourgeois 
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Break With the Bourgeois Tripartite Alliance! 

Forge a Leninist-Trotskyist 
Party to Fight for 

Workers RClIvnln - . 

eliminated and replaced by a collectivised 
economy and an egalitarian social order 
-participate in a . government that de­
fends the interests of the capitalists and 
suppresses the struggles of the workers, the 
oppressed and the township and rural poor? 

The SACP is not a Leninist party. It is, 
rather, what Lenin called a bourgeois 
workers party, with a working-class base 
and a pro-capitalist leadership and pro­
gramme. In order to placate its working­
class base, the SACP tops have been 
forced to become more critical of Mbeki. 
The bottom line, however, is that through 
its alliance with the bourgeois ANC and 
its class-collaborationist programme the 
SACP must serve the bourgeois order. 

This could be seen graphically during 
the recent bitterly fought public workers 
strike. While the SACP claimed to support 
the strike, via its ministers in the bour­
geois government it served as strikebreak­
ers: Minister of Safety and Security 
Charles Nqakula set the cops and army 
against the strikers, while Minister for 
Intelligence Services Ronnie Kasrils 
unleashed the intelligence services to spy 
on the teachers union. The COSATU 
[trade-union federation] bureaucracy, an 
integral component of the ruling Tripartite 
Alliance, deliberately refused to mobilise 
unions like the miners and metal workers 
which had the social power to win the 
strike. You cannot wage an effective strug­
gle against the capitalist government when 
you are part of that government! 

The Tripartite Alliance is a nationalist 
popular front, the South African variant 
of a governmental coalition binding a re­
formist workers party to the bourgeoisie. 

Through such class-collaborationist coa­
litions, the Communist parties in countries 
like France and Italy have derailed 
working-class revolutions. The essence of 
class collaboration is the argument that the 
interests of the proletariat and the bour­
geoisie can be expressed in a common 
progratllIl}e, like the "national democratic 
revolution." In truth, the interests of the 
exploited and the exploiters are irreconcil­
ably counter posed. The alliance with the 
bourgeois-nationalist ANC that is at the 
core of the SACP's politics, and has been 
for decades, necessarily means subordi­
nating the workers and the oppressed to 
the capitalist order. The SACP justifies 
this perspective by asserting that the ANC 
represents all classes of the black African 
population. It was absolutely necessary to 
stand in solidarity with the ANC-as well 
as AZAPO [Azanian People's Organisa-' 
tion], the Pan-African Congress and other 
nationalist fighters-when they engaged 
in military confrontations with the apar­
theid state. But that is a very different mat­
ter than extending political support to the 
bourgeois-nationalist programme of such 
organisations. 

Lenin's Bolshevik ~arty was a stead­
fast champion of all struggles against 
national oppression and Great Russian 
chauvinism in the tsarist empire, which 
Lenin termed a prison house of peoples. 
But the Bolsheviks fought for the rights 
of oppressed peoples with the methods of 
proletarian class struggle. Lenin politi­
cally exposed and combatted nationalism 
as a bourgeois ideology, be it of the 
"most just" or "most refined" sort. This 
Leninist understanding is all the more 
critical in South Africa, where class 
exploitation is integrally bound up with 
national oppression. Leon Trotsky, co­
leader with V.l. Lenin of the October 
Revolution, wrote to his followers in 
South Africa in the mid 1930s ["On the 
South African Theses," 20 April 1935]: 

"It is entirely obvious that the predomi­
nant majority of the population, liberated 
from slavish dependence, will put a cer­
tain imprint on the state. 
"Insofar as a victorious revolution will 
radically change not only the relation 
between the classes, but also between the 
races, and will assure to the blacks that 
place in the state which corresponds to 
their numbers, insofar will the social rev­
olution' in South Africa also have a' 
national character." 

The struggle for national liberation can 
bt:; a powerful motor force for socialist 
revolution in South Africa. Yet far from 
educating and leading the black African 
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proletarhit to take its place in revolution­
ary struggle at the head of all the 
oppressed, the SACP has for decades . 
diverted the struggles of the proletariat 
into support for the bourgeois-nationalist 
ANC. The result of this has been not the 
liberation of the black African and other 
non-white masses but the "freedom" of a 
handful of aspiring black bourgeois to 
jump aboard the "gravy train" and join in 
the exploitation of their "own" people. 
The nationalism promoted by the ANC/ 
SACP has also served to fuel and embitter 
national, tribal and other divisions among 
the masses, frustrated by their failure to 
achieve any modicum of gains 13 years 
after the end of apartheid. At the same 
time, sections of workers and youth are 
beginning to perceive that they can be 
oppressed by their own kind and not sim­
ply by whites. 

South Africa is not a nation but a colo­
nial-derived state. Apartheid South Africa 
brutally exploited migrant labour from 
elsewhere in southern Africa. The peoples 
of these surrounding countries made nu­
merous sacrifices to support the struggle 
against apartheid. But today immigrants 
are discriminated against and subjected 
to deportation. Full citizenship rights 
for all immigrants! South Africa! Azania, 
one and indivisible, cannot be the pro-· 
gramme for workers revolution in south­
ern Africa. We stand for a voluntary 
socialist federation of southern Africa in 

which the peoples of the region should 
enjoy regional autonomy. 

Lobbying the SACP tops to adopt a 
more critical posture toward the ANC will 
do nothing to advance the struggle of the 
proletariat for its own emancipation and 
that of all the exploited and oppressed. 
Rather what is necessary is the forging of 
an entirely different party, a party based 
not on nationalism and class collaboration 
but on the proletarian, revolutionary and 

. internationalist programme of the Com­
munist International at the time of Lenin 
and Trotsky and its programmatic con­
tinuator, the Fourth International founded 
by Trotsky in 1938. It is to this task that 
Spartacist South Africa, section of the 
International Communist League (Fourth 
Internationalist), is dedicated, as part of 
our struggle to reforge an authentically 
Trotskyist, democratic-centralist Fourth 
International. 

The State: An Organ of 
Class Domination 

In this issue of Spartacist South Africa, 
we are reprinting three articles originally 
published in Workers Vanguard, the news­
paper of the American section of the ICL. 
These articles address some of the central 
issues debated by members of the SACP 
and others in the workers movement. One 
of the most important of these issues is the 
need to have a clear understanding of the 
nature of the state. As we note in "Bitter 
End to Defiant Public Sector Strike" [WV 
No. 895, 6 July]: "In order to justify its 
participation in the government, the SACP 
has to pretend that the tripartite Alliance 
is something other than what it is: a bour­
geois government." The SACP line that the 
existing state is some kind of "class­
neutral" entity in which the workers can 
gain "hegemony" is a profound revision of 
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Leninism. There are two fundamental 
classes in modem society-the proletariat 
and the bourgeoisie. As Lenin wrote in 
State and Revolution: "The state is an 
organ of class domination, an organ of 
oppression of one class by another." The 
working class cannot simply lay hold of 
the ready-made state machinery and wield 
it for its own purposes, or achieve work­
ers rule by electoral means. The capitalist 
state, which serves as the executive com­
mittee of the bourgeoisie, cannot be 
reformed. As Lenin insisted, the replace­
ment of a bourgeois state by a workers 
state requires a revolution that overtllf{)ws 
the capitalist system of explbitiidon. 

The article "Protest Apartheid-Style 
Police Brutality Against Union Bus Driv­
ers!" [WVNo. 893, 25 May] addresses the 
issue of the bourgeois cops. The core of 
the state consists of the police, army, 
courts and prisons. The public sector 
workers strike underscored that the cops 
are an integral part of the capitalist state, 
wielded by the bosses to repress the work­
ing class. The line of the SACP and 
COSATU that cops are workers, welcom­
ing them into the trade unions, reflects 
their revisionist position that the state is 
"ours." This dangerous illusion is re­
inforced by the fact that some cops in the 
"new" South Africa formerly served as 
armed fighters in the ANC's struggle 
against apartheid rule. This does not 
diminish by one iota their current role as 
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August 10: 
Demonstration 
outside Cape 
Town press 
conference called 
by Deputy Health 
Minister fired for 
criticising 
government's 
neglect of AIDS. 

enforcers of capitalist state repression 
against the oppressed, meting out terror 
and brutality in the same way as the hated 
apartheid police did. Nor is such a devel­
opment unusual: once Algeria gained 
independence from France, the freedom 
fighters who had once been tortured by 
the French colonialist army and police 
became the torturers of their own people 
on behalf of the neocolonial bourgeois­
nationalist Algerian regime. Spartacist 
South Africa says: Police, security and 
prison guards-out of the unions! 

Responding to the grumbling at the 
base of the party, deputy SACP head 
Jeremy Cronin cynically asserted that 
SACP ministers in government had been 
appointed for something other than carry­
ing out ANC policies: "You can't forget 
that you are a communist. If you are not a 
communist, then leave this party .... You 
can't privatise state-owned enterprises or 
abuse workers and their rights. You have 
options. Step down as a minister" (Morn­
ing Star Online, 13 August). The Gauteng 
resolution put forward at the SACP 
congress ac.cepts the reformist, class­
collaborationist framework of the SACP 
leadership that the workers can "contest 
power" in a bourgeois government. It is 
one thing for communists to stand candi­
dates for and participate in bourgeois par,; 
liaments, in order to act as a tribune of 
the workers and oppressed there, as the 
Bolsheviks did even under the arduous 
and repressive conditions of the tsarist 
a4tocracy. It is a very different matter to 
stand for and assume executive office or 
serve as a bourgeois minister, whether on 
a local or national level. To assume such a 
position necessarily means enforcing the 
bourgeois order, including using the cops 
or army to repress workers struggle. This 
is why we are opposed to running for 
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Bourgeojs-naflonalist ANC is in midst of power struggle between Jacob Zuma 
(left) and South African president Thabo Mbeki. 

executive office (see "Down With Exec­
utive Offices!" Spartacist [English~lan­
guage edition] No. 60, Autumn 2007). 

On one level, Mbeki's sacking of deputy 
health minister Nozizwe Madlala-Rout­
ledge reflected the government's contin­
ued contempt for AIDS victims and more 
generally for the masses of poor people 
who suffer from the country's crumbling 
health system. Madlala-Routledge had 
made mild criticisms of the government's 
neglect of HIV / AIDS and had pointed out 
that the fact that 2,000 babies had died at 
Frere Hospital in the Eastern Cape over 
five years constituted a national emer­
gency. Unable and unwilling to marshal 
the resources necessary to provide free 
anti-retroviral medications and other 
measures to alleviate the impact of the 
AIDS pandemic, the bourgeois-nationalist 
ANC instead pushes anti-science obscu­
rantism. Mbeki has never acknowledged 
the elementary fact that AIDS is caused by 
a virus, HIV, while his health minister 
Tshabalala-Msimang is a notorious ad­
vocate of "traditional remedies." In other 
words, millions of people deprived of anti­
retroviral drugs are abandoned to die. 
Women are among the hardest hit by the 
AIDS pandemic: for example, over 39 per­
cent of pregnant women in K waZulu-Natal 
test HIV-positive. "Traditional views" are 
frequently combined and overlap with the 
religious doctrines of the Christian church 
and missionaries, reinforcing anti-sex big­
otry and the stigma of AIDS. We demand: 
Free anti-retrovirals and free quality health 
care for all! Open up the private hospitals 
for all! 

COSATU general secretary [Zwelinz­
ima] Vavi hailed Madlala-Routledge (a 
member of the central committee of the 
SACP), claiming that thanks to her "the 
spirit of AIDS denialism is behind us." 
This is just false. Only a small percentage 
of those with HIV / AIDS are receiving 
medication. Moreover, the under-five mor­
tality rate has actually increased since 
1990, going from 60 per 1,000 live births 
to 65 per 1,000 live births (Sunday Inde­
pendent, 12 August). By far the largest 
cause of death in children under five is 
HIV / AIDS! It is hardly a secret that medi­
cal services are crumbling: a shortage 
of staff, poor pay for health workers, 
decaying facilities, budget cuts for health 

Werner Beulkes/SAPA (above), Die Burger (ri 

services. And when health workers struck 
recently, the government-in which the 
SACP serves-threatened to fire many of 
them because they are "essential work­
ers." The fact is that the SACP, in aiding 
and abetting the capitalist attacks on 
working people as part of the Tripartite 
Alliance, is co-responsible with Mbeki 
for his criminal neglect of health services. 

The AIDS pandemic exposes the bank­
rupt "nation-building" rhetoric pushed by 
the SACP; it obviously cannot be solved 
within the borders of one country. To 
even begin to provide free, quality health 
care and treatment for all in South Africa 
requires the creation of a workers gov­
ernment and the expropriation of the 
blood-sucking pharmaceutical giants. 
Only world socialist revo1.ution, tearing 
the means of production out of the hands 
of the greedy capitalist class, can put the 
positive gains of modern science at the 
service of all·mankind. (For more on this, 
see "Capitalism, AIDS and ANC 'Roll­
out' Scam," Spartacist South Africa No. 
4, Spring/Summer 2004.) 

Meanwhile the bourgeois press has 
been filled with hysteria whipped up over 
financial allegations regarding the SACP. 
What exactly is going on here is not clear. 
It does seem to involve infighting between 
different factions of the SACP, including 
those around Nzimande who are pro­
Zuma and others like COSATU president 
Willie Madisha, who is closer to Mbeki. 
In any event, we oppose any state prosecu­
tion of the SACP. This is an issue of work­
ers democracy-financial irregularities, if 
there are any, in workers parties or trade 
unions should be addressed by the work­
ers movement. An attack on the SACP on 
such grounds opens the door for similar 
attacks by the government against trade 
unions and other workers organisations. 
From the standpoint of the workers move­
ment, the real corruption in the SACP is 
polit~cal: its class-collaborationist support 
for the ANC is directly responsible for the 
betrayal of the interests of the workers and 
oppressed. 

The Trotskyist Program of 
Permanent Revolution 

It is critical that militant workers and 
youth assimilate the history of the 

continued- on page 8 

Soweto: COPS fire rubber bullets at township res­
idents protesting lack of services, 3 September. 
Inset: National SACP chairperson Charles Nqakula 
runs cops as Minister of Safety and Security. 
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South Af'rlca ... 
(continued from page 7) 

the working class, supported by the peas­
antry, in a revolution that smashed the old 
state apparatus, replacing the class dicta­
torship of capital with the dictatorship of 
the proletariat based on democratically 
elected councils (soviets) of workers and 
peasants. 
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communist movement. As we note in our 
article "Permanent Revolution vs. 'Two­
Stage' Stalinist Betrayal" [ASp No. 197, 
Summer 2006/07], also reprinted in this 
issue, the bankruptcy of "revolution by 
stages" was proven by the course of the 
Russian Revolution of 1917. Tsarist Rus­
sia was an example of combined and 
uneven development, an overwhelmingly 
peasant country with a myriad of national 
minorities oppressed by the Great Russian 
landlords and capitalists. At the same 
time, however, there was a small but 
important proletariat in a few industrial 
centres, concentrated in huge factories 
equipped with the most modem technol­
ogy. The Mensheviks, who in fact were 
the original proponents of "two-stage 
revolution," argued that the bourgeoisie 
must come to power to resolve ~he out­
standing democratic tasks such as giving 
land to the peasantry. Against this per­
spective of binding the proletariat to the 
liberal bourgeoisie, Lenin counterposed 
the revolutionary collaboration of the pro­
letariat and the downtrodden peasantry, 
culminating in a "democratic dictatorship 
of the proletariat and the peasantry." 

At the time of the Chinese Revolution of 
1925-27, the Communist International 
(Comintern) revived the Menshevik line 
of "two-stage" betrayal. By then the 
bureaucratic degeneration of the Soviet 
state had placed at the head of the Com­
intern J.v. Stalin and Nikolai Bukharin, 
who advocated the anti-Marxist, national-' 
ist dogma of building "socialism in one 
country," denying the need to spread the 
revolution outside the Soviet Union. They 
continued the policy of liquidating the 
Chinese Communist Party into the Chi­
nese bourgeois nationalists, the Guomin­
dang, led by Chiang Kai-shek. Lulled into 
the belief that Chiang was an ally, tens of 
thousands of Communists and militant 
workers, who were the effective power in 
the key city of Shanghai, were disarmed 
and murdered when he turned on them in 
the Shanghai massacre of April 1927. This 
policy of subordinating the working class 
to the bourgeois nationalists was opposed 
by Leon Trotsky. As a result of this experi­
ence, Trotsky generalised his theory of 

Workers at South Africa's Kloof Gold Mine, March 2005. 

Trotsky likewise recognised that the 
Russian bourgeoisie was incapable of 
leading a democratic revolution, but went 
further than Lenin. In his theory of per­
manent revolution, developed during the 
period 1904-06, Trotsky asserted that the 
Russian Revolution would be proletarian­
socialist in character; that the solution of 
the bourgeois-democratic tasks (such as 
destruction of the tsarist autocracy, land to 
the tiller, democratic solution of the 
national question) was conceivable only in 
the form of the dictatorship of the prole­
tariat, leaning on the peasantry. The dicta­
torship of the proletariat would place on 
the order of the day not only democratic 
tasks but socialist tasks as well. To guar­
antee such gains and to lay the basis for a 
world socialist society, proletarian rule 
had to be extended to the advanced capi­
talist world. 

In 1917, when the tsar's government 
collapsed, the Mensheviks supported the 
new liberal bourgeois Provisional Gov­
ernment and later joined the government. 
Lenin waged a merciless political struggle 
against the Mensheviks and those in the 
Bolshevik Party who conciliated them. He 
came over to Trotsky's view that the revo­
lution could triumph only by placing the 
proletariat in power. While the majority of 
the Bolshevik leadership initially called 
for "completing the bourgeois-democratic 
revolution," Lenin insisted that "The con­
clusion is obvious: only the assumption of 
power by the proletariat, backed by the 
semi-proletarians, can give the country a 
really strong and really revolutionary gov­
ernment." Lenin won over the key cadre in 
the Bolshevik party; the Bolsheviks led 

with the ANC dates from the year after the 
defeat of the Chinese Revolution. At its 
recent congress the SACP leadership cited 
a resolution of the 1928 Sixth Congress of 
the Comintern that asserted: 

"Our aim should be to transform the 
African National Congress into a fight­
ing nationalist revolutionary organization 
against the white bourgeoisie and the 
British imperialists, based upon the trade 
unions, peasant organizations, etc., de­
veloping systematically the leadership of 
the workers and the Communist Party 

Works by Bolshevik 
leaders Lenin and 
Trotsky, pictured in 
1919 in Red Square 
on anniversary of 
October Revolution, 
are crucial tools in 
fight for proletarian 
revolution in South 
Africa and 
internationally. 

permanent revolution to the colonial and 
semi colonial world. 

However, the Stalinist leadership of the 
Comintern drew the opposite conclusions. 
It defended its treacherous conduct in 
China and generalised this strategy of sub­
ordinating the working class to. the 
national bourgeoisie to othet countries 
like South Africa. (For more information, 
see our pamphlet The Stalin School of Fal­
sification .Revisited.) In fact, the alliance 

in this organization [we repeat: "develop­
ing systematically the leadership of the 
workers and the Communist Party in 
this organization "] .... The development 
of a national-revolutionary movement of 
the toilers of South Africa ... constitutes 
one of the major tasks of the Communist 
Party of South Africa." 

-Political report of the SACP's lith 
Congress Central Committee as 
tabled before the 12th Congress 
(brackets and emphasis in original) 

Workers Vanguard/Australasian Spartacist 

Stalin's Comintern sought to prettify its 
class collaboration by dubbing the Guo­
mindang a "workers and peasants party." 
This "two-class" formula, denying that the 
class interests of the proletariat differed 
from the petty proprietor outlook of the 
peasantry, covered up the bourgeois char­
acter of the Guomindang.The Comintern 
claimed that a bourgeois revolution would 
"grow over organically" into the socialist 
revolution. Similarly the SACP denies the 
necessity for proletarian revolution, re­
jecting the "erroneous (and divisive) con­
clusion that a socialist transition required 
another political revolution in which the 
working class, in the name of 'socialism' 
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, overthrew 'its own national democratic, 
state, and marginalized its own closest 
allies" ("Taking Forward the Struggle for 
Socialism, Chapter 5"). The ANC is 
dubbed a "broad national liberation move­
ment" and a "class-contested terrain," the 
better to deny that the SACPis politically 
subordinated to a bourgeois party and par­
ticipates in running the bourgeois state. In 

South Africa, where the capitalist class is 
white (now including a handful of other), 
the fundamental class divide is hugely dis­
torted by the lens of racial color. The 
SACP uses this historic characteristic of 
South African society to much more 
openly and shamelessly advance its class­
collaborationist alliance with the ANC. 

Contrary to what some SACPers be­
lieve, the ANC has not betrayed its 
"socialist past," as supposedly embodied 
in the 1955 Freedom Charter. That docu­
ment in fact makes no reference to either 
socialism or the working class taking 
power. The famous phrase that "the min­
eral wealth beneath the soil.. . shall be 
transferred to the ownership of the people 
as a whole" was deliberately vague as to 
how it was to be realised. At best, it 
posed a nationalisation of the mines 
within the framework of capitalism. The 
charter explicitly upholds the right of "all 
people" to "trade where they choose" and 
"to manufacture," that is, it upholds the 
right to private property in the means of 
production. In the main it consists of a 
series of bourgeois-democratic demands, 
such as abolition of the apartheid laws 
and laws restriGting suffrage. The docu­
ment claims that "the people" should 
"share in the country's wealth" and envi­
sions that "only a democratic state, based 
on the will of all the people, can secure to 
all their birthright without distinction of 
colour, race, sex or belief." But"the peo­
ple" are divided into different classes 
with counterposed interests. In referring 
to "democracy," the ANC meant bour­
geois democracy, which means above all 
defence of the "right" of the capitalists to 
exploit the workers. The ANC was assert­
ing its appetite to become the bourgeois 
rulers of the country. In pushing the Free­
dom Charter, the SACP reinforced the 
ideology of nationalism, the false belief 
that the black African people all have a 
common interest which stands higher 
than class divisions. 

The demise of apartheid refuted the 
SACP's false claims that genuine racial 
and national equality could be achieved 
in alliance with the national bourgeoisie. 
Apartheid was not destroyed through 
revolution but rather through a "power­
sharing deal" between the Randlords and 
the ANC, backed up by the Western 
imperialists. While one factor in inducing 
the capitalists to arrive at an agreement 
with. the ANC was the escalation of 
labour struggle against apartheid, the 
bourgeoisie did not seriously feel that its 
rule was threatened. The deal took place 
in the wake of the counterrevolutionary 
destruction of the USSR, which provided 
material as well as diplomatic support to 
the ANC. Throughout the 1980s the ANC 
devoted the bulk' of its. efforts to a 
"divestment" campaign aimed at pressur­
ing the Anglo-American imperialists to 
pressure the Afrikaner rulers to come to 
terms with the ANC; after the counter­
revolution the ANC quickly came to 
terms with the Western imperiali~is and 
their South African junior partner.· ' 

Indeed the ANC was eager enough 
to share in the spoils of South Nfrican 
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Rudd's ALP. .. 
(continued from page 2) 

Wotton, faces serious charges following 
justified protests sparked by the police 
killing of Mulrunji Doomadgee. Drop the 
charges against Lex Wotton now! While 
government ministers rail against African 
refugees, giving a green light to racist and 
fascist terror on the streets, so-called "il­
legal" immigrants and refugees face man­
datory detention in brutal concentration 
camps. A recent example is the outrageous 
treatment of Vietnamese immigrant Tony 
Tran, ripped away from his wife and child, 
and incarcerated for five years. The work­
ing class must unleash its social power 
in order to defend not only itself but all 
those targeted by capitalist injustice. 
Police/military out of Aboriginal com­
munities! Close the detention camps! No 
deportations! Full citizenship rights for 
all immigrants! For union-based actions 
against the racist "anti-terror" and anti­
union laws! 

Today's reactionary climate is a direct 
product of capitalist counterrevolutions 
in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union. 
The destruction of the Soviet degenerated 
workers state in 1991-92 was an historic 
defeat for the international proletariat, 
throwing back political consciousness 
around the world, albeit unevenly, such 
that today few workers identify their strug­
gles with the fight for socialism. Counter­
revolution also removed the 'primary 
military and political counterweight to 
rampant imperialist pillage across the 
globe, in the process increasing imperia­
list rivalries. Reinforcing their counter­
revolutionary alliance with the U.S., the 
Australian ruling class has escalated mili-

tarism abroad while unleashing an offen­
sive against workers and minorities at 
home. Those fake socialists, such as the 
ISO, SAlt, the DSP and SP, who lined up 
with their own bourgeoisie in cheering on 
capitalist counterrevolution share, to the 
extent they had any influence, responsibil­
ity for the reactionary consequences. 

Reformist "Left" Embrace 
Anti-China Greens 

The reformist left's brazen electoral 
support to the Greens follows years of 
working together in popular-front coali­
tions formed to keep mass protests 
against the barbarous imperialist invasion 
of Iraq in 2003 within bourgeois limits. 
Through the likes of the "Stop the War" 
coalition, the DSP, ISO and SAlt and 
other fake socialists have promoted 
Greens, Democrats and elements in the 
ALP who posture against the war. K:ey 
demands of these coalitions, like "bring 
the troops home," are tailored to be 
acceptable to the appetites of Greens and 
pro-capitalist ALP leaders who have been 
in the forefront of pushing for a greater 
role for Australian imperialism in the 
Asia-Pacific. This includes targeting the 
bureaucratically deformed workers states 
of North Korea and China for capitalist 
counterrevolution. At the same time, the 
ALP also want combat troops withdrawn 
from Iraq. so that the Australian military 
can playa greater role in the imperialists' 
bloody terror in Afghanistan. 

While the boom in mineral exports to 
China lines the pockets of mining giants, 
the Australian government works with the 
U.S. imperialists to tighten the military 
chain around China. Extending from South 
Korea to central Asia, this includes in­
creased militarisation of Australia's north, 

Labor-loyal left called for vote to bourgeois Greens seeking to pressure Rudd 
Labor Party. For socialists to call for a vote to a capitalist party is outright 
class betrayal! 

capitalism. Talk of "nationalising the 
mines" was quickly dropped. As early as 
1990 Nelson Mandela made clear that he 
had "never advocated socialism at all" 
and that he favoured "the flourishing of 
capitalism among Africans." The "power­
sharing deal" was guaranteed by various 
"sunset clauses" (pushed vigorously by 
then SACP leader Joe Slovo) that en­
shrined the privileges of the old white 
ruling class. The ANC acted fundamen­
tally no differently than other former 
petty-bourgeois nationalists like Robert 
Mugabe who, upon taking power, ex­
ploited their own people in league with 
the imperialists. 

Over the following 13 years the ANC 
-aided and abetted by its labour lieuten­
ants in the SACP and the COSATU 
bureaucracy-has indeed kept its end of 
the bargain with the Randlords, defending 
the sanctity of the bourgeoisie's property 
and profits. While there is a black govern­
ment, the economic and social conditions 
of the black, Indian and coloured working 
masses have if anything deteriorated. 
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This gives the lie to the SACP's claims of 
a "national democratic revolution." It 
confirms in the negative the Trotskyist 
programme of permanent revolution, 
underscoring that achievement of national 
equality requires the overthrow of the 
capitalist system of exploitation. 

Some SACPers, trade unionists and 
other leftists (including some grouped 
around the magazine Amandla), dissatis­
fied with the alliance with the ANC, have 
proposed a lash-up with other forces, 
including AZAPO and the "social move­
ments" like the Anti-Privatisation Forum 
(APF). Despite its criticisms of the gov­
ernment, AZAPO is a bourgeois-national­
ist formation qualitatively no different 
from the ANC (except being smaller). 
Indeed, its willingness to administer capi­
talism is demonstrated by the fact that it 
currently has a minister in the government 
(Mosibudi Mangena). Our article on 
"Permanent Revolution vs. 'Two-Stage' 
Stalinist Betrayal" deals with the popular­
frontist "social forums." It speaks to the 
treachery of the SACP in enforcing the 
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Beware SEP: Scab "Socialists" 
The dubious Socialist Equality Party 

(SEP), affiliated to the International 
Committee of the Fourth International, 
stood in the federal elections, claiming 
to draw a class line "in opposition to the 
entire political establishment-Liberal, 
Labor and Greens." However, while 
putting forward formal slogans on the 
right of unions to organise, the SEP's 
program rests on the anti-proletarian 
line that '~the trade unions have been 
transformed ... [in]to instruments for the 
outright disciplining and suppression 
of the working class" (www.wsws.org, 
16 October). 

This is an apologia for strikebreak­
ing and wilfully conflates trade unions 
-the basic defence organisations of 
the working class-with their mislead-

including U.S. air and spy bases. The Aus­
tralian rulers' current involvement in the 
U.S. "missile defence systems" is directed 
at removing China's ability to deter an 
imperialist nuclear first strike. 

This, along with the 2006 Australia­
Japan anti-China security pact, is part of 
the imperialists' long-term goal of capital­
ist counterrevolution in China, to overturn 
the gains of the 1949 Chinese Revolution, 
which smashed the state power of the 
Chinese bourgeoisie and landlords and 
ripped the country out of the clutches of 
the imperialists. Just as we defended the 
Soviet Union and Eastern European de­
formed· workers states, we stand for the 
unconditional military defence of the 
gains of the Chinese, North Korean, Viet­
namese and Cuban Revolutions, including 
their possession and testing of nuclear 
weapons. At the same time we fight for 
a proletarian political revolution to oust 
the parasitic Stalinist bureaucracies re­
placing them with a regime of workers 
soviets based on a program of revolution­
ary internationalism. 

The fake left, by contrast, treacher­
ously push the lie that China is capitalist. 
Laborite to the core, these "'leftists" share 
the outlook of the nationalist union mis­
leaders they tail, who have waged a 
years-long, China-bashing, protectionist 
campaign. This is particularfy pernicious 
in that it serves to line the workers up 
behind their capitalist rulers against the 
deformed workers state. In 1999, the 
Laborite left similarly backed the chauvi­
nist union tops as they rallied for Aus­
tralian imperialism's occupation .of tiny 
East Timor. At that time, virtually all of 
them, with the DSP in the vanguard, 
enthusiastically marched in demonstra­
tions behind the ALP parliamentary and 

dictates of capital that outfits like the APF 
have come to the fore, acting as a safety 
valve for the ANC-Ied government by 
leading protests against some of the gov­
ernment's more unpopular measures, such 
as cutting off water in the townships. No 
less than the SACP itself, these formations 
are tied to the imperialists and the capital­
ist states via their ties to and funding by 
bourgeois governments, banks and CIA­
linked institutions like the Ford Founda­
tion. (See also "'Social Forum Con Game," 
ASp No. 192, Spring 2005.) 

What is necessary is the forging of a 
Leninist-Trotskyist party, which must 
unite the most politically advanced worker 
militants with the best of the leftist intel­
lectuals. Such a party must be a "tribune 
of the people," championing the interests 
not only of the working class but of all the 
oppressed-the unemployed, the rural . 
poor, women, immigrants, tribal and ethnic 
minorities. It will be built in political and 
polemical struggle against the various cur­
rents of the South African left, including 
the SACP, whose best elements must be . 

ers. Thus, following the recent United 
Auto Workers (UAW) strike in the 
U.S., the SEP's co-thinkers there ad­
vised workers that "should the UAW 
come to their [workers] plant, to vote 
to keep it out." This line dovetails with 
the interests of bosses from the U.S. to 
Australia who spend billions every year 
to keep unions out of the workplace. 
We warn that the SEP are political ban­
dits who for years acted as paid press 
agents of various bloody Middle East­
ern regimes, and whose services in­
cluded fingering Iraqi Communists in 
Britain to the Iraqi embassy of the 
brutal Ba'athist regime of Saddam 
Hussein. (See "On Baghdad, and Bag­
men" Australasian Spartacist No. 138, 
September/October 1990.) 

union misleaders screaming for "peace­
keeping" troops to "save" East Timor. In 
contrast we have consistently opposed 
the Australian imperialist military. Just 
as in 1999, today we demand Australian 
imperialist troops get out of East Timor! 

Giving the lie to the reformists' current 
purported "opposition" to the Australian 
military in East Timor is their support to 
the Greens, who in tum support the mili­
tary occupations of both East Timor and 
the Solomons! Likewise they embrace the 
rabid anti-communism of the Greens, 
who champion every anti-China provoca­
tion, starting with the CIA-favoured Dalai 
Lama. At a rally last April outside How­
ard's Kirribilli residence, the Refugee 
Action Coalition, including one of the 
state-capitalist splinter groups, Solidarity, 
appealed to a future Labor government of 
"White Australia" capitalist "democracy" 
and provided a platform for the bourgeois 
Greens and the counterrevolutionary Falun 
Gong sect and "Free China" types to vitu­
perate against China. 

In a recent leafIet, the "Stop the War" 
coalition admits "An incoming Labor 
Government will support the War on Ter­
ror" and that the ALP is equally commit­
ted to militarisation. They nevertheless 
abjectly advise that "Electing Rudd will 
only be the beginning of the fight to cut 
off Australia's support for US policy in 
the Middle East." This Laborite "lesser­
evilism" promo~es reliance on bourgeois 
parliamentarism and the hoary social­
democratic myth that social and eco­
nomic justice, even stopping imperialist 
war, can be won through a change of capi­
talist government. 

The blood-drenched horrors of the U.S. 
and Australian imperialist occupations of 

continued on page 10 

won away from its pro-capitalist leader­
ship to a Trotskyist programme. Only the 
revolutionary expropriation of the bour­
geoisie and the establishment of a workers 
state and planned economy will put the 
mineral wealth and all that has been built 
through the sweat and blood of the toilers 
at the disposal of working people. 

A socialist revolution in South Africa, 
centred on the black proletariat, would 
confront formidable enemies in the im­
perialist powers, emboldened and strength­
ened by the fmal undoing of the Russian 

. Revolution. Yet such a revolution would 
also galvanise strategically powerful 
allies: from the American black working 
class, to the militant young proletariat of 
South Korea and Indonesia and the work­
ing class in West Europe. This would elec­
trify workers throughout the world and 
establish a base for the struggle for inter­
national revolution, especially in the ad­
vanced capitalist countries, which is vital 
for the achievement of a world socialist 
society, one in which poverty has been 
abolished and classes are no more. _ 
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Rudd's ALP. .. 
(continued from page 9) 

Iraq and Afghanistan, and Australian 
imperialist plunder in the Asia-Pacific 
region cannot be eliminated through 
"regime change" in Canberra, or Wash­
ington for that matter. Militarism is an 
expression of the system of capitalist 
imperialism, in which the ruling classes of 
the richest capitalist countries ruthlessly 
compete for new markets and ever greater 
resources and sources of cheap labour in 
neocolonial countries. The various im­
perialist bourgeoisies enforce their neo­
colonial looting, and protect spheres of 
exploitation, through the deadly coercive 
power of their state. It is an elementary 
principle for Marxists to uncompromis­
ingly oppose the imperialist depredations 
of their "own" ruling class. An end to 
imperialist war will only come about 
through the revolutionary overthrow of the 
capitalist system internationally. We say: 
For class-struggle opposition to'the Aus­
tralian capitalist rulers at home! Not one 
person, not one cent for the Australian 
imperialist military! Down with the 
counterrevolutionary U.S.lAustralia alli­
ance! U.S. military and spy bases out 
now! Defend China, North Korea, Viet­
nam and Cuba! Australian troops/cops 
get out of Iraq, Afghanistan, East Timor 
and the Solomons! 

Break with Laborism! We Need 
a Revolutionary Leadership! 

The ALP acts to divert workers strug­
gles into parliamentarism and loyalty to 
the state. When in power, as it is today in 
all states and territories, the ALP adminis­
ters the capitalist system for the bosses. 
Founded on "White Australia" racism, the 
ALP has supported every war waged by 
Australian imperialism and was enlisted 
by the bourgeoisie to run the country dur­
ing two interimperialist world wars. The 
Labor Party has a long history of sup­
pressing militant worker struggles, from 
sending the military against the great 1949 
miners strike to the Hawke/Keating gov­
ernment's busting of the militant Builders 
Labourers Federation in the mid 1980s. It 
was thirteen years of union-busting ALP 
rule which laid the groundwork for How­
ard's anti-union attacks. 

The Laborite union misleaders are a 
pro-capitalist bureaucratic layer atop the 
unions, bought off by the crumbs from 
Australian imperialism's exploitation 
abroad. Sometimes under pressure from 
their worker base they are impelled to 
call strikes and other actions to defend 
workers against the capitalist rulers' 
attacks. Witness the recent struggle for 
better pay and conditions by Victorian 
nurses. Overall, however, they act to 
police the working class for the bosses 
and are the main mechanism for trans­
mitting bourgeois 'consciousness into the 
working class. Today, along with ALP 
politicians who earlier vowed to "rip up" 
the anti-union laws, the union tops have 
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Class Struggle and Bourgeois Parliament 
Whichever government is in power 

under capitalism it is nothing but the 
executive committee of the capitalist 
class. As Lenin remarked in 1917: "To 
decide once every few years which mem­
ber of the ruling class is to repress and 
crush the people through parliament­
such is the real essence of bourgeois par­
liamentarism ... " (State and Revolution). 
While during the elections the fake 
socialists declared that the "battle is on 
the streets," in reality along with the 
"left" union tops their overriding concern 
was for a Labor government and the 
Greens winning the balance of power in 
the Senate. Thus these parliamentary 
reformists served to legitimise the deeply 
undemocratic electoral system in Aus­
tralia, where compulsory preferential 
voting means the working class is com­
pelled to cast votes for the class enemy or 
have their vote not count. We say: Down 
with compulsory voting! Down with the 
compulsory preferential system! 

Marxists are not opposed to partici­
pating in elections. Alongside utilising, 
when appropriate, the Leninist tactic of 
critical electoral support, communists 
may themselves stand candidates and, if 

elected, participate in bourgeois parlia­
ments in order to use this institution as 
a rostrum for revolutionary agitation. 
However just as it is unprincipled to give 
political support to any capitalist party or 
politician, it is entirely unprincipled to 
stand for and assume executive office or 
serve as a bourgeois minister, either on a 
local or national level. To assume such 
a position necessarily means enforcing 
the bourgeois order, including using the 
cops and army to repress the struggles of 
working people and the oppressed. (See 
"Down With Executive Offices!" Spar­
tacist [English-language edition] No. 60, 
Autumn 2007.) 

This perspective is far removed from 
that of the Socialist Party, affiliated to the 
Committee for a Workers' International 
(CWI). In the mid-1980s in Britain, the 
CWI-led Liverpool council distributed 
some 31,000 redundancy notices to city 
workers! Led by SP National Secretary 
and Yarra City councillor, Stephen Jolly, 
the SP in the recent federal elections 
simultaneously called for a "new workers 
party" and "to vote for socialist candi­
dates where possible, then the Greens." 
Given that the SP are prepared to call for 

Melbourne, 26 September: Thousands of striking unionists joined protest 
against anti-union WorkChoices legislation. Trade-union tops diverted working­
class anger into election campaign for ALP victory. 

acted to head off the sort of class-strug­
gle strike actions that can make these 
laws worthless scraps of paper. Over the 
last period, these Laborite traitors have 
responded to working-class anger by call­
ing a series of mass rallies to allow work­
ers to let off steam. Pushing nationalist 
protectionism and reliance on the courts 
(partiCUlarly Arbitration), the union tops 
have simultaneously channeled millions 
of dollars of union members' dues into 
the campaign for an ALP victory in mar­
ginal electorates. 

When sections of the bourgeoisie sig­
naled they. could accept a Rudd govern­
ment providing it maintained the core of 
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Howard's anti-union assault, the ALP 
went into overdrive. They quickly pledged 
to maintain tough restrictions on strikes 
and on access to worksites by union offi­
cials. Labor has also pledged to retain the 
ABCC, which targets the militant con­
struction union, describing it as a "strong 
'cop on the beat'." This was followed by a 
purge of militant-talking unionists from 
the ALP such as Victorian Electrical 
Trades Union leader Dean Mighell. Now 
the ALP is committed to maintaining indi­
vidual contracts, the cornerstone of the 
government's anti-union attacks, until at 
least 201O! 

There is plenty of anger and hostility to 
the government's union-busting attacks. 
On 26 September in Melbourne, thou­
sands of workers struck to attend a 
20,000-strong rally against the anti-union 
laws. Alongside the recent nurses' strike, 
there has also been the threat of national 
strike action by postal workers. Dis­
gruntlement with the ALP was summed up 
by a banner at a nurses mass meeting in 
Melbourne which in part read, "Brumby 
[state Labor Premier] Howard: what's the 
difference .... " . 

Indeed, the ALP is an obstacle to 
advancing the interests of the proletariat. 
The working class needs a party that 
stands on an internationalist, revolution­
ary, proletarian program. Such a, party 
will be built through a political struggle 
against Laborism. This means splitting 
the working-class base of the ALP from 
its pro-bourgeois leadership, centrally 
through the fight for a revolutionary 

a vote to the bourgeois Greens and argue, 
for example, that the capitalist police are 
part of the workers movement, one can 
see that the party they project would have 
no qualms about supp'orting the Aus­
tralian capitalist state. Thus there would 
be nothing "new" about the SP's work­
ers party. It would just be another left 
Laborite obstacle to workers revolution. 

Unlike the reformist opponents of 
Marxism, we Trotskyists fight to build a 
genuine revolutionary workers party. 
Basing itself on the lessons of history, 
such a party would model itself on Lenin 
and Trotsky's Bolshevik party which 90 
years ago led the Russian Revolution of 
1917, the greatest victory ever achieved 
by the working people of the world. 
Committed to organising the working 
class independently of the capitalist 
rulers and for internationalist class­
struggle solidarity with the working 
masses of the Asia-Pacific region, such a 
party would act as tribune of all the peo­
ple and take up the fight against every 
expression of capitalist injustice and 
tyranny, in the struggle to sweep away 
the capitalist system through victorious 
workers revolution. 

class-struggle leadership of the unions. 
Such a leadership linked to a revolu­

tionary party would actively mobilise, in 
demonstrations and strike actions, against 
acts of racist terror perpetrated against 
immigrants, Aborigines and all the op­
pressed. In contrast to union leaders who 
preach protectionist poison and xenopho­
bia against "guest workers" this leadership 
would act to defend the rights of all work­
ers, including through organising them in­
to the unions and fighting for full union 
wages and conditions and full citizenship 
rights for all who have made it here, in­
cluding access to social services. Against 
the double oppression of working women, 
it would fight for free 24-hour childcare, 
paid maternity leave and for free abortion 
on demand. It would fight for union hiring 
halls with union programs to recruit and 
train those historically discriminated 
against. Against unemployment, including 
the mass of hidden unemployed, it would 
take up the fight for a shorter workweek 
with no loss in pay to spread the available 
work around. It would energetically seek 
to organise non-unionised workers while 
opposing sackings. In opposition to craft­
ist divisions, such a leadership would fight 
for maximum working-class unity, for 
industrial unions. 

Ultimately, however, for the working 
class to secure jobs for all at decent 
wages, free education and health care and 
decent housing for all, requires a socialist 
revolution. This in tum, requires trans­
forming the political consciousness of the 
working class from a class in itself to a 
class for itself, conscious of its historic 
role in sweeping away the whole rotting 
capitalist system. The indispensable in­
strument to lead such a struggle is a 
Leninist vanguard party. It is only under 
workers rule-the dictatorship of the 
proletariat-and the establishment of a 
collectivised planned economy that pro­
duction will be for human need and not 
for profit. The working class with its 
hands on the levers of production and 
organised in the factories, mines, telecom­
munications and transportation systems, 
has the social power and objective interest 
to overthrow the capitalist system. It will 
take the international extension of prole­
tarian class rule to lay the material basis 
for the rational expansion of production 
and elimination of scarcity, allowing for 
an unprecedented development of human 
freedom and learning in all spheres. For a 
workers republic of Australia,part of a 
socialist Asia! • 
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Mumia ... 
( continued from page 12) 

one of the witnesses intimidated by police 
(http://iI17.photobucket.com/albums/059/ 
jaysyro/JPGVJONES.jpg). Jones testified 
at a 1996 PCRA hearing that police had 
coerced her into lying at the 1982 trial, 
when she denied that she had seen some­
one om from the scene. That person could 
not have been Mumia, who was found 
seated on a curb bleeding profusely after 
having been shot by police. The district 
attorney arrested Jones while she was on 
the witness stand in 1996, hauling her 
away in handcuffs based on a years-old 
petty theft warrant. 

Noting the "intimidation, threats -and 
bullying I've endured since December 
1981," Jones wrote, "If there were no 
merit or questions looming regarding Mr. 
Jamal's innocence, then can someone 
please explain to me why so much effort 
exerted to publicly try to discredit and 
humiliate me?" She offered in closing, "I 
knew Officer Faulkner and thought he was 
a nice person-to me. He helped and 
looked out for me several times. With that 
being said, I had no reason whatsoever to 
protect a man accused of murdering him­
a man that I did not even know, that man 
being Mumia Abu-Jamal." 

In a 2001 affidavit submitted to state 
and federal courts, Wolken stein showed 
that there was no evidence that Mumia's 
gun was fired that night. The absence of 
divots in the sidewalk contradicts the 
cops' tale that Mumia fired repeatedly as 
he stood over Faulkner, while bullet tra­
jectories point to more than one shooter 
(see PDC pamphlet, The Fight to Free 
Mumia Abu-lamal-Mumia Is Innocent! 
http://www. partisandefense.org!pubs/ 
innocent/rw .html). 

Photographs by freelancer Pedro Pola­
koff, recently unearthed by Michael 
Schiffmann, further refute the cops' scen­
ario (http://www.abu-jamal-news.com/). 
In addition to showing the absence of 
divots, the photos confirm that a cab­
driver who testified against Mumia was 
not where the cops and prosecutors 

Logan ... 
( continued from page 3) 

in good part through the instrumentality of 
a clot of embittered ex-members of ours in 
North America who in October 1982 
declared themselves an "External Ten­
dency of the iSt" (ET -renamed Bolshe­
vik Tendency, BT, in 1985). In its October 
1982 founding "Declaration of an External 
Tendency of the iSt," the ET made Logan 
the poster boy for the launch of a vendetta 
against our party, portraying him as a 
scapegoat of our allegedly bureaucratic 
"regime." Yet, to our knowledge, the ET/ 
BT then maintained a public silence on 
Logan for more than eight years, until the 
sudden announcement in 1991 of its 1990 
"fusion" with his New Zealand Permanent 
Revolution Group (PRG). At that point, 
not only did these political desperadoes 
publicly embrace Logan, they actually 
anointed him principal leader of their new 
-"International Bolshevik Tendency." As 
we will detail later, while pursuing its own 
brand of Stalinophobic, social-democratic 
politics, over the years the BT has en­
gaged in all manner of provocation and 
slander against us in its drive to destroy 
our party. 

This same Logan, while masquerading 
as an ."international Bolshevik" leader, has 
simultaneously maintained a real-life 
practice in Wellington, New Zealand, as a 
profe!jsional "celebrant"-a New Age ver­
sion:{!f evangelical preacher and spiritual 
healer. As detailed below in the section 
titled "A Postscript on Bill Logan and the 
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claimed he was. They also clearly show 
police tampering with guns and other evi­
dence in order to pin the murder on 
Mumia. Polakoff's photos were featured 
at a December 4 press conference in 
Philadelphia which was picked up by 
Reuters. Matt Lauer showed some of 
them in questioning Faulkner, sending 
Smerconish into a fury. 

The next day, Faulkner appeared on 
MSNBC's Hardball, hosted by former 
Democratic Party speech writer Chris 
Matthews, who did not even give the 
appearance of evenhandedness. Matthews 
rehashed the claim that "for 26 years" nei­
ther Mumia nor his brother Billy Cook, 
who was on the scene that night, ever gave 
an account of what they saw. In fact, 
Mumia and his brother both gave sworn 
statements that, like the Beverly confes­
sion, have beeri-consistently disregarded 
by state and federal courts. Mumia 
declared in 2001, "I did not shoot Police 
Officer Daniel Faulkner. I had nothing 
to do with the killing of Officer Faulkner. 
I am innocent." His statement describes 
how he ran from his parked cab in Center 
City after he heard shots and saw other 
people running, recognizing his brother 
staggering in the street. "I saw a uni­
formed cop turn toward me gun in hand, 
saw a flash and went down to my knees" 
(http://www. partisandefense. org/pubs/ 
innocentlmaj.html). Mumia was not only 
shot but beaten by cops who wanted to see 
him dead. 

Billy Cook gave sworn statements in 
1999 and 2001 that "Mumia Abu-Jamal 
did not shoot Officer Faulkner and I did 
not shoot Officer Faul)mer" (http://www. 
parti sandefense. org/pu bs/innocentl 
wc.html). Cook states that Kenneth Free­
man, a passenger in Cook's VW, told him 
after the shooting that there had been a 
plan to kill Faulkner and that Freeman 
was part of that plan. 

Maureen Faulkner also appeared on Fox 
News' The O'Reilly Factor on December 
6. While admitting that he had no idea 
wha1luwP~,the night of the shooting, 
O'I~.eillY opiiled that Mumia must be 
guilty because his frame-up was upheld by 
the courts, declaring, "I've got to go with 

BT: Garbage Doesn't Walk by Itself," 
various public accounts by former mem­
bers of the PRG and IH attest that Logan 
has continued some of the same kinds of 
practices for which we expelled him 28 
years ago. For more on the question of 
the BT's peculiar political physiognomy, 
we refer readers to the above-cited bul­
letins; several editions of Hate Trotskyism, 
Hate the Spartacist League, out bulletin 
series consisting mainly of reprints of 
anti-Spartacist polemics by our oppo­
nents; the ICL pamphlet, The Interna­
tional Bolshevik Tendency-What Is It? 
(August 1995) and numerous articles 
dealing with the BT in our indexed bound 
volumes of Workers Vanguard (see, for 
example, "Kneeling Before the Body of 
General Wolfe on the Plains of Abraham," 
WV No. 827, 28 May 2004). 

In publishing the documentary record 
of the Logan trial, we aim to make clear 
to a new generation of leftists that the 
likes of Logan have no place in the work­
ers m9vement, to expose his opportunist 
"Bolshevik" Tendency for the suspect 
outfit it is and to demolish its lying 
smears and slanders against our party. 
Hopefully, the belated release of this 
bulletin will serve a broader purpose as 
well. In braying over the alleged "death 
of communism" in the years since the 
counterrevolutionary destruction of the 
Soviet Union in 1991-92, the very same 
bourgeois propagandists who apologize 
for a system of imperialist mass murder 
denounce those who seek to liberate 
humanity from class exploitation as evil 
incarnate-power-hungry, corrupt, patho-
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Funds are urgently needed for legal defence! 
Make !I contribution today, payable to Partisan Defence Committee, 
write "Mumia legal defence" on the back of the cheque and mail to 
the address below. Every cent of such contributions is transmitted 
. to Mumia's legal defence team via Committee to Save Mumia Abu­
Jamal in New York. 

Organise protest! Pass motions in your unions, campus, 
community and religious organisations demanding Mumia's freedom. Get 
your union or organisation to make a contribution and join rallies and 
protests for Mumia. Publicise Mumia's case in your union or 
organisation's newsletter. 

Spread the word! Contact the PDC for copies of The Fight to 
Free Mumia Abu-Jamal-Mumia Is InnocentlThis pamphlet arms activists 
in the struggle for Mumia's freedom by presenting the political basis of 
the state vendetta against Mumia and the explosive evidence which 
completely destroys the more than two-decades-Iong frame-up of this 
eloquent fighter for black freedom. It is available for $1. Get the PDC 
badge: "Free Mumia Abu-Jamal! Abolish the Racist Death Penalty!"-$1 
each. Order the PDC video, From Death Row, This Is Mumia Abu­
JamaJ--$10 for DVD. Bundles of the 4-page brochure, Mumia Is an 
Innocent Man: Free Mumia Abu-Jamalf-$2 for 25 copies. 

Order from/make chequ~s payable to Partisan Defence Committee, 
PO Box Q217, QVB, Sydney NSW 1230. Contact us on (02) 9281 2181 
or (03) 9654 4315. 

the system." Gene Herson, Labor Coordi­
nator of the PDC, responded, "There is no 
justice in this system for people like 
Mumia, for fighters for black freedom, for 
labor militants, for opponents of the capi­
talist system and its Democratic and 
Republican parties. The fact that the con­
viction and death sentence have been 
upheld by court after court despite over­
whelming evidence of innocence shows 
this." 

Herson stressed the need to mobilize 
the social power of the labor movement, 
along with all fight~r§ );~gain~t racist in­
justice, behind Mumia's cause: "The only 
pressure that will have an impact on the 
capitalist rulers and their courts is the fear 

logically violent and hostile to all human 
sensibilities. As this record of our fight to 
rid the workers movement of Logan 
shows, such attributes are inimical to the 
very essence of authentic communism. 

But the features that made Logan the 
repulsive creature he is are not unusual in 
bourgeois society. The accumulation -of 
wealth and the administration of power 
necessary to maintain and perpetuate that 
privileged status often attract people who 
have qualities like Logan's. The British 
ruling class, particularly in its Tory 
embodiment, has long been notorious in 
its appetite for blood sports, capital pun­
ishment (most recently mere han"ging), 
corporal punishment in its schools and 
associated sado-masochistic sexual pro­
clivities. All these things, taken together, 
serve an important social purpose. They 
outfit the rulers of the country and the late 
empire to properly administer their hold­
ings, both in regard to the downtrodden 
and exploited, and in defense against 
imperialist rivals. 

Logan was a product of this system in 
the small, neo-Victorian dominion of 
New Zealand. His political origins, amid 
the radicalization of the 1960s, lay in 
the right wing of New Zealand bour­
geois politics,. the then ruling National 
Party (see Bill Logan, "Never Exactly 
One of the Lads ... ," ed. Michael King, 
One of the Boys? [Auckland, New 
Zealand: Heinemann, 1988]). His social 
and educational background lay in New 
Zealand's English-style "public school" 
(elite private school) culture, steeped in 
imperialist elitisIl,l and misogynist sadism. 

of the consequences of executing Mumia 
or entombing him for life. It took a cam­
paign of international mass protest, cru­
cially including trade unionists, to stay 
the executioner's hand when Mumia was 
under a death warrant in 1995." Herson 
pointed to the call by the PDC and other 
organizations for day-after emergency 
protests in the event of a negative decision 
by the Third Circuit and a planned na­
tional protest in Philadelphia the third Sat­
urday after (http://www.partisandefense. 
org/events/index.html). He emphasized, 
"These protests must serve as a spring­
board to revive mass protest behind the 
call: Mumia is innocent-Free him now! 
Abolish the racist death penalty!" _ 

Numerous people have revolted against 
such backgrounds to become Commu­
nists, not least heroic Soviet spies like 
Kim Philby. But even as an avowed com­
munist, Logan boasted of clinging to "the 
style of a New Zealand private schoolboy 
who was almost always a class captain, 
cub-scout sixer or school prefect" ("Per­
sonal Notes in Preparation for a Discus­
sion re the Sharpe Problem," 23 August 
1978, "On the Logan Regime," Part I). 
He relished the low cunning and quiet 
self-confidence that enabled him to play 
on the vulnerabilities of others. 

We strive for a society in which all 
forms of social oppression, exploitation 
and degradation-the warped byproducts 
of material scarcity-will be things of 
the past. To this end, we seek to make 
the proletariat-though shaped by the 
deformities of capitalist class rule-con­
scious of its historic role as the gravedig­
ger of the capitalist system, and of class 
society as a whole. Power politics, lying 
and sexual manipulation are antithetical 
to this purpose. The Leninist party 
demands a monopoly on the political 
activities of those who join our move­
ment. All the more so do we draw a hard 
line against interference in comrades' 
personal lives. Driven by considerations 
of power and control, Logan was a mali­
cious puppet-master who was sadistically 
destructive of people's personal lives­
making people live together who did not 
want to do so, causing people who did 
want to live together to break up. There is 
no place for the likes of a William King 
Logan in our movement. _ 
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Protesters .Counter Murdered II, Mumia Media Blitz 

Demand Freedom Now 
lor Mumia Abu-Jamal! 

The following statement was issued by 
the Partisan Defense Committee, a legal 
and social defence organisation associ­
ated with the Spartacist League/U.S., on 
9 December. 

Chants of "Mumia is innocent! Free 
him now!" resounded outside NBC stu­
dios in New York on December 6, as 
Maureen Faulkner and right-wing radio 
broadcaster Michael Smerconish appeared 
on the Today show with Matt Lauer to 
push their book, Murdered by Mumia. The 
book rehashes police and prosecution lies 
used to falsely convict Mumia Abu-Jamal 
of the killing of Philadelphia police offic­
er Daniel Faulkner on 9 December 1981. 
With a decision on Mumia's case by the 
Third Circuit Court of Appeals due any 
day, the book makes its purpose clear by 
placing front and center the call to execute 
this innocent man. 

The International Concerned Family 
and Friends of Mumia Abu-Jamal, Jour­
nalists for Mumia and Educators for 
Mumia waged a campaign calling on the 
Today show to allow Mumia's supporters 
to counter Faulkner and Smerconish. Fol­
lowing the December 6 protest, called by 
the Free Mumia Abu-Jamal Coalition 
(NYC), Partisan Defense Committee 
counsel Rachel Wolken stein remarked, 
"What was clear in the Today show and 
on the streets today is that there are two 
clearly defined sides: those who fight for 
Mumia's freedom based on his innocence 
and the forces of racist 'law and order' 
led by the Fraternal Order of Police who 
seek his execution." 

Wolkenstein, who served on Mumia's 
legal team from 1995 to 1999, continued: 
"This is the case of a racist and political 

July 1995: Mob of 300 racist Philly 
cops besiege headquarters of hos­
pital workers Local 1199C, denounc­
ing union support for Mumia. 
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trial. In fact, this evidence is irrefutable." 
Mumia's original trial was marked by 
racist jury-rigging, rampant intimidation 
of witnesses by cops and prosecutors, the 
concealing of evidence of his innocence 
and the manufacturing of phony ballistics 
and other "evidence" purportedly proving 
Mumia's gUilt. Then in 1999, Arnold 
Beverly came forward in a sworn state­
ment saying that he, not Mumia, shot and 
killed Officer Faulkner (go to http://www. 
parti s andefen se. org/pu b s/innocen t/ 
ab.html). To those who base their protests 
on the call for a new trial for Mumia, 
Wolken stein stated, "What is there to 
retry in this case? Mumia should never 
have spent a day in prison. There must be 
mass protests demanding that this inno­
cent man be freed, now!" 

New York, 6 December: PDC and Spartacist supporters at rally outside NBC's 
Today show led spirited chanting of "Mumia is innocent! Free him now!" 

Beverly stated in his affidavit that he 
and another man were hired to kill 
Faulkner, who was a problem for the mob 
and corrupt cops because he interfered 
with graft and payoffs over prostitution, 
gambling and drugs. At the time of 
Faulkner's killing in the Center City area, 
the Philadelphia Police Department was 
under at least three federal investigations 
for corruption involving cop-mob ties. 
One-third of the cops in Mumia's case 
were implicated in corruption charges. 
Wolkenstein remarked, "This underscores 
that the cops are insistent on Mumia's 
death not only because he has been an 
outspoken voice for black freedom, but 
so that they can bury the proof of their 
own wrongdoing." She noted, "Murdered 
by Mumia includes not one word about 
these investigations." 

frame-up .. Some 900 pages of FBIICO­
INTELPRO files show that Mumia was a 
target of the FBI and the Philadelphia 
cops from the time he was a 15-year-old 
Black Panther spokesman. He was further 
targeted when he became a MOVE sup­
porter and a journalist widely known as 
the 'voice of the voiceless'." 

Sparing no falsehood in trying to clear 
the road to Mumia's legal lynching, 
Maureen Faulkner, Daniel's widow, and 
Michael Smerconish paint a viciously ly­
ing portrait of MOVE, a back-to-nature 
communal group that Mumia supports, as 
a bunch of "lawless" and "dangerous" 
murderers. Capping a years-long cam­
paign of state terror against MOVE was 
the May 1985 police firebombing of its 
Osage Avenue home, killing eleven peo­
ple, including five children, and destroying 
an entire black neighborhood. The authors 
of Murdered by Mumia obscenely paint 
MOVE as responsible for this racist mass 
murder, which was carried out by the 
police under black Democratic mayor 
Wilson Goode and aided and abetted by 
the Feds. 

Seeking to intimidate any who would 
take up Mumia's cause, the book includes 
a frontal attack on the Partisan Defense 
Committee, which solidarized with MOVE 
and has fought for 20 years for Mumia's 
freedom. Faulkner and Smerconish even 
attack Stuart Taylor, a conservative legal 
commentator who questioned' the fair­
ness of Mumia's 1982 trial presided over 
by "hanging judge" Albert Sabo. Sabo, 
who also presided over Mumia's post­
conviction (PCRA) appeals, was over­
heard by a court reporter at the time of 
the trial saying, "I'm going to help them 
fry the n----r." 

Smerconish and Faulkner make no 
bones about the political nature of the 
frame-up, retailing the prosecution line 
that Mumia's Panther membership proved 
that he had been planning to kill a cop for 
years. As the PDC's Erica Williamson 
remarked, "The racist capitalist rulers 
want to see Mumia dead because they see 
in him the spectre of black revolt. The 
fight to free Mumia is a key focus of the 
struggle to abolish the racist death penalty, 
a legacy of chattel slavery." 

Rachel Wolkenstein commented, "In 
being written as a memoir, this book 
avoids having to refute the massive evi­
dence of Mumia's innocence that has 
been unearthed in the years following his 

Among those who wrote to the Today 
show demanding that it present a truthful 
account of this case was Veronica Jones, 
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Prepare Now for 
Emergency Protests! 

On 17 May, the U.S. Third Circuit Court of Appeals 
heard oral arguments in Mumia's case, and there 
could be a decision at any time. 
If the Court rules to uphold the death sentence or 
denies Mumia's appeals for a new trial or a new 
hearing, the Partisan Defence Committee has called 
a protest in Sydney at noon on the Saturday 
immediately following the decision. Protests have 
also been called internationally. 
For more information see the PDC Web site 
www.partisandefense.org, phone (02) 92812181 or 
(03) 9654 4315, or email pdc.sydney@exemail.com.au 
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