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reason, fear of the masses. The native
bourgeoisie can resmain in power only inso-
far as it is able to neutralize the
Chinese revolution, that is, keep the per-
manent revolution confined within China's
borders.

The Chinese Revolution and
The Imminence of War

The Third Chinese Revolution had
other consequences. The wartime alliance
between the "democratic" imperialists
and the Kremlin buresaucracy broke up when
the imperialists decided they no longer
needed the Kremlin's aid in containing
the European revolution. The imperialists
were prepared to take the offensive
against the European working class, when
the Aslan masses imposed on them a strug-
gle on another front. In this struggle,
the cold war became punctuated by bloody
localized wars -- Indo-China, Korea,
Malaya, etc.

The Asian masses were mainly respon-
sible for the postponement of the pro-
Jjected imperiallst assault upon the USSR;
the U.S. has been forced instead to pre-
pare for a war of far greater scope.

With the new world relation of
forces determined in the main by the
Third Chinese Revolution the imperialists
could no longer be sure of victory in
World War III. U.S. strategy, military
and diplomatic, has consequently pursued
the attainment of overwhelming global
superiority.

The Chinese Revolution
and the Social Democracy

The Stalinists in Peking, as in
Moscow, have used and will continue to
use the Third Chinese Revolution in order
to improve their relations with the Social
Democrats in Britain, as elsewhere. There
is nothing the classic reformists hate and
fear more than the revolution. They demon-
strated this in the course of the Chinese
upheaval. They supported the imperialist
intervention in Korea. Therein was ex-—
pressed their dread of the spread of the
Chinese Revolution. They could make peace
with the Chinese revolution and pretend
friendship for it only after Peking
avowed its narrow nationalist objectives
and when it served the interests of their
respective bourgeoisies. A junket to
China, an appeal for coexistence, is a
cheap price for a left cover, especially
when Peking foots the bills.

The Chinese Revolution
and the Kremlin Bureaucracy

The Chinese Revolution has con-
fronted the Kremlin bureaucracy with new
interrelations where previously it has
ruled unchallenged and uncoutrolled with-
in the monstrous international spparatus

of Stalinism. The Kremlin bureaucracy was
the sole "world leader," lone repository
of all knowledge, wisdom, authority, etc.,
etc. Moscow's political monopoly has been
irretrievably lost. Today Peking has at
least equal voice and weight.

The world "monolith" of Stalinism
has already been carved up into respec-—
tive spueres of influence by Moscow and
Peking, creating unforeseen proplems for
both partners. Mao & Co. is as nation-
alist as Khrushchev & Co., but each oper-
ates on a different national soil. Im-
bedded therein are seeds of dissension.
The very fact that Peking must rely so
heavily on Moscow for economic and mili-
tary equipment makes Mao & Co. more de-
pendent on the one hand and more resent-
ful on the other.

In line with Stalin's program of
socialism in one ccuntry, the Communist
parties the world over subordinated their
interests to the diplomatic requlrements
of the Kremlin. The Mao bureaucracy, too,
aims to build "socialism" in its country.
It can no longer subordinate its interests
to the interests of the Kremlin. Its ma-
terial base is no longer derived from
Moscow but from its own state power.

The Chinese Revolution has imposed
on the Kremlin an alliance with the most
populous agricultural nation on the globe
which has weighty needs —- capital goods,
heavy eguipment for industry, for trans-
portation, mining and agriculture plus
equipment to modernize her armed forces.
All the things the Kremlin urgently needs
itself. After decades of effort to com-
press Soviet productive forces into the
narrow national limits, the XKremlin bu-
reaucracy is suddenly faced with the need
to plan in accordance with its new inter-
state obligations, in the first instance
to China.

These are new contradictions shear-
ing the web of the 0l1ld contradictions of
Stalinism and aggravating its crisis.

The Permanent Revolution on Chinese Soil

The Trotskyist line in China flows
from the following basic propositions:

The Chinese bourgeoisie, represented
by the Kuomintang, would not and could
not carry through the tasks of belated
democratic revolution, first and foremost
solve the land problem and unify the
country.

This could be accomplished only by
class-struggle methods, only in head-on
struggle against imperialism and against
the native bourgeoisie, a temporary, un-
reliable ally at best.

Regardless of the episodic leader-
ship at the time, once the revolution






Throughout the revolution, Mao &
Co. continued to impose arbitrary restric-
tions and limits upon its course. The
agrarian reform was carried out "in
stages" and was completed only when the
assault of Americamn imperialism stimulated
the opposition of the landlords during
and after Korea. By imposing arbitrary
restraints on the revolution Mao & Co.
thereby safeguarded their bureaucratic
control over it.

They came into collision with the
masses at every ascending sequence of the
revolution, at every critical stage.

Their objective was to restrict the strug-
gle as much as possible to the military
plane. It was above all in this way that
they could prevent the Chinese workers
from emerging on the arena as an inde-
pendent force.

The Chinese workers, in big cities
and small alike, were demoralized and
rendecred apathetic by the bureaucratic-
military conduct of the civil war, by the
deliberate discouragement of workers'
struggles, by orders to await liberation
through the arrival of the "Liberation
Army," by the courting of the "industrial
and commerical" capitalists, etc.

The Stalinist Deformation
of the Third Chinese Revolution

The Third Chinese Revolution was de-
formed by the Stalinist leadership and
control. The agrarian reform was made to
appear as & gift from the bureaucracy to
the landless and poor peasants; so was
the "liberation" of the workers; so was
the overthrow of the XKuomintang regime;
so was the subsequent unfoldment of the
revolution -- beyond the democratic se-
quences, beyond capitallst relations —-
and the proletarian conquests it brought.

The Stalinist deformation of the
revolution rendered its development more
costly, convulsive and protracted. The
armies and regime of Chiang could have
been knocked down like rotten pieces of
wood had the CCP at any time summoned the
masses in the cities to rise. The
Chinese Stalinists were able to ride into
power because the Chinese working class
had been demoralized by the continuous
defeats it suffered during and after the
second Chinese revolution, and by the
deliberate policy of the CCP, which sub-
ordinated the cities, above all, the
proletariat, to the military struggle in
the countryside and thereby blocked the
emergence of the workers as an independent
political force. The CCP thus appeared in
the eyes of the masses as the only organi-
zation with political cadres and know-
ledge, backed, moreover, by military
force.

The CCP leaders are declassed
petty-bourgeois, their cadres were trained
in the course of the long history of
CCP's struggles against the permanent
revolution, coupled with the systematic
physical annihilation of Trotskyists.
Schooled in Stalinism, they started tak-
ing shape as a bureaucracy in the course
of this struggle.

After the defeat of the second
Chinese revolution, they withdrew from
the cities and established an armed
peasant base. For a span of over 20 years,
they used this armed power to rule over
the backward and scattered peasant masses.
In this manner the uncontrolled, cynical,
self-willed bureaucracy consolidated.
They applied to the revolution the methods
of deceit and ultimatism, in order, at
every stage, to safeguard their interests,
their power, their privileges. Each suc-
cess rendered tThem more contemptuous and
fearful of the masses, more convinced
they could cheat the class struggle with
impunity.

Their great asset was the link in
the popular mind with the 1917 Russian
Revolution. The masses felt they were
repeating on China's soill what the Rus-
sian workers and peasants had done. The
prestige of the Soviet Union, coupled with
Soviet industrial successes and Soviet
victories in World War II, proved de-
cisive in aiding Mao & Co. to maintain
their political monopoly over the revolu-
tion. To safeguard this monopoly they
physically annihilated every oppositional
element, first and foremost the Chinese
Trotskyists. The blowing up of Chen Tu-
hsiu's grave epitomized the Maoist fear
of the day of reckoning for their crimes
of 1925-27, repeated from 1936-47, which
sustained Chiang's rule so long.

The Permanent Revolution Prevails

What prevailed in China was not
Mao's program; not the line of coalition
with Chiang, but that of struggle against
him; not the solution of democratic tasks
hand in hand with Chiang, but by class-
struggle methods, even though deformed,
against Chiang, against the landlords,
against the "bureaucratic" capitalists --
and against imperialism.

Despite Mao's schema that "New
China" would follow a course different
from that of the 1917 Russian Revolution,
in China, as in the USSR, the revolution
could not be kept within the capitalist
framework, especially not after U.S.
military assault and blockade. Mao, who
began by nationalizing "only bureaucratic
capital” had to turn against his capital-
ist allies, nationalize the key branches
of economy, impose the monopoly of for-
eign trade, institute planning, and mobi-
lize the workers to save the revolution-






(10) A further development of the
accunulating contradictions can Jjust as
well lead to socialism as back to capital-
ism.

(11) On the road to capiitalism the
counterrevolution would have to break the
resistance of the awakening and growing
Chinese proletariat.

(12) On the road to socialism the
workers would have to abolish the bureau-
cracy along with the Mao leadership that
now heads it.

China's Future Course

In terms of political orgamnization
the Mao bureaucracy succeeded in the very
course of the Third Chinese Revolution in
imposing a totalitarian state power. They
are now seeking to intrench this bureau-
cratic superstructure on the proletarian
foundation, on the conquests of the revo-
lution. This insolvable contradiction,
which characterizes the USSR, and vwhich
renders the regime that of permanent
crisis, is now being reproduced on Chinese
soil, posing before the Chinese workers
the iron necessity of political revolu-
tion against the bureaucratic caste.

So long as the Chinese Revolution
faced the tasks of the belated demo-
cratic revolution the Peking leadership
was able to display unity and cohesion.
But the revolution has a logic of its
own. The 1955 split in the leadership
came precisely at the moment when the re-
gime had to tackle the unpostponable task
of industrializing the country.

It had to decide how this was to
be accomplished in so backward a country.
The Chinese Revolution found no extension
into the advanced countries.

How then is this industrialization
to be accomplished? China cannot tap the
capital resources of world economy —-
these remain in the hostile hands of
world imperialism, mainly the U.S. The
Kremlin can supply, at best, inadequate
aid. The remnants of Chinese capitalism
can contribute little, if anything, to
China's industrialization, despite the
new constitution adopted September 1954,
which envisages "four economic" catego-
ries: state-owned property; cooperative
propert{; ownership by "individual working
people [(read: well-to-do peasants and
bureaucratsl]"; and capitalist ownership.
(Articles 5, 11, and 12.)

After six years in power the Mao
leadership has staked everything on build-
ing a self-sufficient industry, with
China's own resources. Unable to find a
solution for China's economic needs along
the capitalist road, the Mao regime has
taken the Soviet economic road.

But there is another reason for
this course rooted in the social nature
of Stalinism as a declassed petty-bour-
geois formation. "The control of the sur-
plus product opened the bureaucracy's
road to power" (Trotsky). To secure its
income, power and privileges, the bureau-
cracy must assure itself this monopolistic
position as the disposer of the nation's
surplus product. "He who disposes of the
surplus product has the power of the
state at his disposal" (Trotsky).

Lacking a base of its own in the
productive process, the Stalinist bureau-
cracy tends to make alliances with the
petty-bourgeoisie. But here again the
class struggle asserts itself. The bureau-
cracy quickly comes into collision with
the peasantry. In the matter of the na-
tional surplus product the bureaucracy
and the petty-bourgeoisie, regardless of
the national soil of the revolution,
quickly change from allies into foes.
Such a collision is shaping up today in
China. It is a collision with a 400-mil-
lion mass of individual cultivators of
midget plots.

Under different conditions and
peculiarities, Peking's 1955 economic
policy reproduces in its basic essentials
the economic policy Stalin originally
promulgated for Russia, and for the same
basic reasons.

The March 1955 Conference adopted a
resolution which sets the following ob-
Jjective:

"In the course of three Five-Year
plans we can build a socialist society.
However, in order to build a state with a
high level of socialist industry, it will
require several decades of stubborn and
intense work. We can say that it will
take fifty years, that is, the second
half of the 20th century. Such is the
great historic task —-- the great and

lorious task -- which we must solve."
%Leading editorial in April 5 Pekin
People's Daily as reported by The Moscow

Pravda on April 6, 1955.)

For the Stalinist line to triumrh
in the Soviet Union, a counterrevolution
was required. This counterrevolution had
to destroy physically the entire geners-
tion that led the Russian Revolution to
victory under Lenin and Trotsky. Before
he could impose his bureaucratic regime,
Stalin had to destroy the Leninist party
and International.

As against this, the same basic
cadre under Mao who rode the revolutionary
wave to power are now following in
Stalin's footsteps in China. For this
reason, the implication and consequences,
at home and internationally, of Peking's
shift in line are far more difficult to



understand, especially for the Chinese
masses and the rank and file of the
Chinese Communist Party.

In the Soviet Union, the issues
were debated over many years, and the
struggle of the Russian Left Opposition,
led by Leon Trotsky, illuminated the
nature and meaning of Soviet develop-
ments, despite all of Stalin's falsifi-
cations, repressions, and frame-ups.

The differences over policy in
China have been confined to narrow top
circles. The disputes are shrouded in
secrecy, camouflage and misinformation.

The March 1955 Conference ordered
the immediate setting up of nationwide
purge machinery -- via the creation of
special "control commissions" -- on cen-
tral, regiornal, district and local lev-
els. Thus the purge of two of the top
leaders (Kao Kang and Jao Shu-shih) sig-
nalized the introduction of the purge
system.

The similarity betweesn Peking's
internal regime and that set up by Moscow
is further underscored by the recent
introduction of ranks and insignia in
the Chinese armed forces. This rise of an
officer caste epitomizes the process of
social stratification that is taking
place under the Mao leadership. Unable to
satisfy the needs of Chinese workers and
peasants, from whom fifty years of toil
and gacrifice are now demanded, exhaust-
ing its mass base, the regime deliberately
seeks to create for itself special points
of support, above all in the armed forces.
This tendency will become more and more
pronounced.

The program of industrialization
and the crisis in agriculture compel
the Mao bureaucracy to seek the aciive
support of the Chinese proletariat. But
the interests of the bureaucracy collide
with the interests of the workers. More-
over, while carrying out the plan, the
bureaucracy compels a section of the work-
ers to toil in capitalist enterprises,
under working conditions that assure
profit to the private owners.

The mobilization of the Chinese
working class goes hand and hand with
ideological terror against opposition
from the left, above all, against the
Trotskyists. In a programmatic speech be-
fore the National Assembly, September 1954,
Vice-Chairman of the Central People's
Government Council, Liu Shao-chi said:

"In order to undermine our cause
in building socialism, our cunning ene-
mies hired certain people who —- like
Trotskyists and Chen Tu-hsiu-ites —-—
pretend to be 'Left' but attack our
specific steps and measures in carrying
out the socialist transformation of our

country. They say that we have 'not made
a thorough job of it,' that we are 'too
compromising' and that we have 'departed
from Marxism.' With such nonsense they
try to confuse the people. They suggest
that we sever our alliance with the na-
tional bourgeoisie and immediately de-
prive them of all they got. They also com-
plain that our agricultural policy is go-
ing 'too slow.' They want us to break our
alliance with the peasants. Aren't such
ideas sheer nonsense? If we did what they
want, it would please only the imperial-
ists and traitor Chiang Kai-shek."
(People's China, No. 19, 1954, page 17.)

This latest attack against the
Trotskyists represents the bureaucracy's
political preparation for manipulating
the struggle of the workers under the new
conditions. Mao & Co. never harmonize
their program and policies with the tempo
of the class struggle, with the needs and
aspirations of the masses. On the con-
trary, the bureaucracy is in constant
collision with the masses. Important for
the revolutionary left is this, that the
bureaucracy itself reveals the profound
roots the Trotskyist program has in the
working class. And it is this permanent
conflict of the regime and the workers
that will in the end bring about its
downfall.

Peking's New Policy

The Maoist policy at home finds its
extension in the foreign policy.

The Stalinist chieftains in China
are snimated by a twofold fear: the fear
of imperialist assault and the fear of
the permanent revolution.

Mao & Co. are now continuing an
already well-established line of status
quo, "peaceful coexistence," etc., for
the next "fifty years."

This nationalist policy is bound to
have the most reactionary consequences in
foreign policy. For it means the policy
of "neutralizing" the world bourgeoisie,
for the sake of China's industrialization.
It means a deliberate course to convert
China from the main bastion of the coloni-
al revolution into a prop for the preser-
vation of imperialist rule in the remain-
ing colonial possessions in Asia and else-
where and a guarantee to the native bour-
geoisie that they can bank on native
Stalinists, via Peking and Moscow, to
bolster their regime.

The political gist of Peking's
economic policy, formally adopted at the
March 1955 National Conference, is summed
up in the proclamation of the "theory" of
neutralizing the world bourgeoisie.

At Bandung in April 1955 Chou
served notice that the Chinese Stalinists
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were prepared to derail the colonial revo-
lution for the sake of "socialism in one
country" (China) just as Stalin derailled
in the post-Lenin era the proletarian
revolutions in Western Europe in the name
of "socialism in one country" (Russia).

Conclusion

The impact of the Third Chinese
Revolution, the social transformations it
brought about, the blows it delivered to
world capitalism, have been second only
to those of the 1917 Revolution in Russia.
The "Russian question" has been the main
axis in world politics for nearly four
decades; it now has found its extension
and deepening in the "Chinese question."

World imperialism which could never
come to any lasting agreements with the
Soviet Union is even less capable today
of coming to any lasting agreements with
the Soviet Union and China who have been
thrown together into an alliance which
neither Peking nor Moscow dares upset.

If the U.S. imperialists have not
waged all-out war against them up to now,
it is for one reason, and one reason

only -- the test of strength on the
Korean battlefields convinced them that
they could not win such a war at this
time. This is the chief reason for
today's stalemate, which can only be tem-
porary. Either U.S. imperialism will
plunge into all-out war or the Chinese
Revolution will find its extension into
other countries, above all, the advanced
capitalist countries and end capitalism
forever.

One thing is certain, there is no
solution along the course of the Peking
and Kremlin bureaucracies. Their narrow
nationalist course, their coexistence
line, brings them into conflict with the
needs of the world socialist revolution,
but it will not save them from irperial-
ist assault. The interests of the working
class in the capitalist countries, Jjust
as the interests of the workers of China
and the Soviet Union, are expressed in
the program of the permanent revolution,
the program upon which the Fourth Inter-
national is founded.

[Reprinted from SWP Discussion Bulltin,
A-31, October 1955.]
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DRAFT RESOLUTION ON CHINESE COMMUNES

Resolution Adopted by SWP Secretariat in 1959

We consider the Chinese Revolution
the most important development since the
Russian Revolution of October 1917. We
are for the unconditional defense of the
People's Republic of China and have main-
tained that position at all times, in-
cluding the decisive period of the Korean
War. In all conflicts between China and
world imperialist reaction we take the
side of China without demanding that the
Chinese people first meet democratic or
socialist norms.

We defend the Chinese revolution
from the standpoint of the interests of
the world socialist revolution. This re-
quires us to analyze the social and eco-
nomic forces and to determine their vary-
ing and often contradictory movement. The
same applies to the stages of the develop-
ing Chinese revolution. As in the Russian
Revolution we support those forces, phases
and aspects that serve the cause of world
socialism.

For example, we were partisans of
national unification, the peasant upris-
ing, the overturn of Chiang Xai-shek's
dictatorship and its imperialist backers,
the abolition of warlordism and landlord-
ism, the monopoly of foreign trade, na-
tionalization of industry, introduction
of planned economy, collectivizeion of
agriculture, and renovation of social re-
lations, including the freeing of women
and children from pa*riarchy.

We have never been partisans of the
accompanying bureaucratic deformations.
As our resolution "The Third Chinese Revo-
lution and Its Aftermath," adopted in
1955, states: "The contradiction between
the conquests of the revolution and the
bureaucratic rulers is the central inter-
nal contradiction of Chinese society, de-
termining its movement. At the same time,
it is the point of departure for the
Trotskyists to base their policy for
China."

This dialectical approach governs
our attitude to the "rural people's com-
munes" sponsored by the Political Bureau
of the Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party in August 1958, with modi-
fications approved by the Central Commit-
tee at its Sixth Plenary Session, Decem-
ber 10, 1958.

As defined by the Central Committee,
the "rural people's communes" constitute
"a new social organization...which com-
bines industry, agriculture, trade, edu-
cation and military affairs and in which
government administration and commune
management are integrated.” According to
the same source, "Within a few months
starting in the summer of 1958, all of

the more than 740,000 agricultural pro-
ducers' cooperatives in the country, in
response to the enthusiastic demand of
the mass of the peasants, reorganized
themselves into over 26,000 people's com-
munes. Over 120 million households, or
more than 99 percent of all China's
peasant households of various nationali-
ties, have joined the people's communes."
Further: "What we describe as getting or-
ganized along military lines means get-
ting organized on the pattern of a fac-
tory....The forces of large-scale agri-
cultural production, like the forces of
large-scale industrial production, con-
stitute an industrial army. The modern
industrial army was organized by the
bourgeoisie, each factory being like a
military camp. The discipline for the
worker standing before the machine is

as rigid as that in the army.... We are
now applying this system to the rural
areas, thus establishing a socialist
industrial army for agriculture based on
democratic centralism, which is free from
exploitation by the landlords and rich
peasants and is elevated above the level
of small-scale production." The institu-
tion of "people's communes" thus involves
primarily the mobilization of China's
vast rural labor force, its expansion,
organization for work on most efficient
lines possible in the given conditions,
and its application to China's most pres-
sing tasks. These include (a) the rehabil-
itation and extension of agriculture and
public works; (b) the achievement of
higher rural self-sufficiency in produc-~-
tion of simple tools and food; (c) the
supply of greater agricultural surpluses
for state use, principally in industrial-
izing China.

Sources and Limits

The objective sources of this forced
march as well as the limits of what it
can accomplish are found in four contra-
dictory relationships: (1) between im-
perialism and the Soviet blocj; (2) be-
tween China and the other members of the
Soviet bloc; (3) between Chinese industry
and agriculture; (4) between the Chinese
proletariat and peasantry. These relation-
ships are influenced by the central con-
tradiction between the conquests of the
Chinese revolution and the bureaucratic
rulers.

(1) Through its control of the
world market, imperialism has barred the
entire Soviet bloc from commodities need-
ed to facilitate industrialization. This
has forced the peoples in these countries
to make the transition under untold priva-
tions, hardships and difficulties, in-
cluding bureaucratic parasitism. The
Chinese Revolution decisively strength-
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ened the Soviet bloc, but China's enor-
mous needs also brought additional
strains. The imperialists sought to in-
crease these by walling off China as
tightly as possible. Primary responsibili-
ty for the extraordinary efforts forced
upon the Chinese people, including the
current mobilization of agricultural
labor along military lines, thus rests
with world imperialism. The successes of
the Soviet bloc, due primarily to planned
economy, are all the more gpectacular in
face of the imperialist blockade. What
the Chinese people, virtually barehanded,
have been able to accomplish, thanks to
the overturn in social relations, offers
the most instructive contrast to the
relative stagnation in countries like
India where a capitalist class, subser-
vient to imperialism, still rules.

(2) The united front of the Soviet
bloc countries has greatly bolstered their
defense against imperialist aggression.
On the one hand, the overturns in Eastern
Europe and especially in China enabled
the Soviet Union to more than hold its
own in the cold war. On the other hand,
the People's Republic of China, under the
shield of Soviet military might, has been
far freer than was the Soviet Unlon in
the early days to turn to domestic prob-
lems, and has had the advantage of limit-
ed Soviet economic and technical assis-
tance, enabling it to register phenomenal
rates of growth in the most varied fields.
The benefits of this cooperation suggest
its extension through the integration of
economies and a common plen for the en-
tire area from the Baltic to the Pacific.
The main obstacle to this step, which
would constitute the greatest leap for-
ward in this sphere since the introduction
of planned economy in the Soviet Union,
is the bureaucratic caste. The parasitic
interests of this caste stand in opposi-
tion to the economic need for a unified
Joint plan that would give China the maxi-
mum help possible.

(3) The most difficult problem fac-
ing China is to bridge the gap between in-
dustry and agriculture while modernizing
an industrially backward country. Both in-
dustrial and agricultural production must
be raised sufficiently to maintain a nor-
mal exchange of goods between city and
countryside while at the same time guaran-
teeing the surplus needed for industrisli-
zation. The millions in the armed forces
must likewise be fed, clothed and housed
and the bureaucratic apparatus consumes
more than its share of the national in-
come. The enormous disproportion between
agriculture and industry lends special
acuteness to the problem. The destruction
of landlordism enabled the Chinese peasant-
ry to rapidly increase production, re-
lieving the immediate threat of famine
which has periodically plagued China. The
introduction of collective farms and mu-
tual assistance brigades assured further

increases in agricultural production,
signifying for the Chinese people an end
to hunger and the beginning of encourag-
ing surpluses.

This was a most important develop-
ment. The appearance of these surpluses
made possible a rapid differentiation in
the peasantry. The surpluses also opened
the possibility of narrowling the labor
force directly engaged in crop raising and
shifting the surplus of peasants thus
formed. Industry was too undeveloped to
absorb them. A possible substitute was
big public works projects. To do this re-
quired amalgamating the collectives into
"rural people's communes," wiping out the
small plots and family holdings of live-
stock and poultry. This might be received
with reluctance among those peasants who
had settled down; but simple cooperation
applied on a scale involving tens and
hundreds of thousands of laborers as-
sures success in projects beyond the
scope of collectives, particularly in
flood control irrigation, and water trans-
port; and these have an immediate effect,
apparent to all, in the productivity of
agriculture. The structure of the "rural
people's communes" also enables the
government to bring nationwide planning
to bear in agriculture through administra-
tive measures; and gives it direct con-
trol of the surplus. Thus the decision to
form "rural people's communes" is a re-
flection of the compelling necessity to
extract the most from the country's main
resource: labor power applied to the soil.

At the same time, the unplamned and
unforeseen institution of "rural people's
communes" indicates a certain breakdown
of overall planning insofar as it affects
the balancing of relations between indus-
try and agriculture. This is evident in
the assignment of industrial tasks to-the
rural organizations. What industry cannot
supply agriculture, agriculture must sup-
ply for itself. The breakdown of balanced
planning extends even to the division of
labor within the communes. A striking in-
stance is provided in the December 10
resolution where the Central Committee
specifies the tasks of the communal kit-
chens. These must not only prepare "var-
ied and eppetizing” food, they must help
supply it. "The communal eating establish-
ments should have dining rooms, and they
should efficiently run their own vege-
table gardens, bean-curd mills, bean-
noodle mills, and condiment shops; they
should raise pigs, sheep, chickens, ducks
and fish."

A similar symptom is apparent in
industry. In putting "the emphasis on the
repair of existing railroads” instead of
the projected construction of new lines,
Red Flag, the theoretical magazine of the
Chinese Communist Party, called on the
railroad officials to help themselves by
producing iron and steel on their own and












































































































