


think it correct to note however for the information of the
NC that Comrade Kane stated that he could reply right
now to the McAlpine, Fitzgerald appeal —that he had not
the slightest intention of submitting to an IEC ukase or the
McAlpine-Fitzgerald appeal to repudiate his statements
of support of the Open Letter or the International Com-
mittee. He expressed the opinion that the Fitzgerald and
McAlpine appeal would only result in delaying decision for
a week or so until we heard from those to whom it ap-
peals —that we were going to have to take a stand on
the IEC decisions.

Discussion on organization continued — General agree-
ment that it would be highly desirable to hold a con-
vention —if from the point of view of representation this
proved impractical we should hold regional conferences.
McAlpine expressed opinion that convention might be held
before WC to elect delegate and conferences follow up
afterwards. Counter opinion expressed that election of
delegate must represent wind-up of discussion so that
the delegate elected represented view of majority. Congress
is being held at such a time that it would be necessary
to hold Canadian convention prior to May 1.

5. Letter from Murry Weiss to Farrell Dobbs

Feb. 18,1954
Dear Farrell,

I spent two days in Toronto and had four meetings.
At night I went home with two waverers and talked (that
was not one of the meetings).

My general impression of the situation: The section
is now right in the middle of the crisis. A national Pablo-
ite faction has developed. We have a nose-counting ma-
jority in the whole section but it is just barely getting
into fighting shape, forming an organized caucus and
acting like a majority. Leaving aside the picture in B.C.
branch internally, the national majority is not consoli-
dated, working together or exerting its majority through
the national committee.

The lineup in the Toronto branch when I left, after
winning over the two waverers, is 8 declared and fairly
solid majority; 5 minority, 3 neutral (hard to determine
on which side).

During the last few weeks the shift took place toward
the Pabloites.

I think my visit was timely and helped them along
somewhat. I walked right into a full branch meeting with-
out any chance to meet with our own people. I spoke
for over an hour and seemed to make a strong impression.
At first it looked like Murray [Dowson]and the other Pablo-
ites wouldn't speak at all but they finally made some weak
statements and asked a few questions. They use almost
exclusively the Germain line and formulations.

I hammered away on the political issues and kept coming
back to them every time they raised some of Germain's
formulas. Then I sailed into the organization question.
One of the Pabloites accused me of bringing an ultimatum
to the section because I said the principled issues were
irreconcilable. I replied by demonstrating who is using
ultimatums and edicts. Here they are sitting with a ukase
suspending the three leading members of their organiza-
tion. The suspension comes on the eve of the full dis-
cussion the section was launching. It gives us an indica-
tion of what Pablo means by a Fourth World Congress.
I didn't have to present proof of my contentions regard-
ing Pablo's intrigues against the British section, they could
judge from their own experience, etc.

After the meeting I met with the majority people and took
up the business you talked to me about. I think all the
corrections were made satisfactorially. We also discussed
the strategy of the fight.

Before I go into that, I better finish up on the matter
of Ross' letter. He will send the letter to Ceylon but has
no Bolivian address. He will have to use the Samasama-
jist address for Ceylon. Gerry and you will get copies
at once. You can use them in any way you wish.

At the meeting of the majority it was decided to set up
an organized faction and go to work in military style to
smash the Pabloite split.

We will get a convention call issued. This will put all
questions into the branches and offers us a good back-
stop for any variant that occurs in the Toronto branch.
Up to now the fight has been bottled up in the NC ex-
cept for some very general discussion in the branch. In
the meantime the Pabloites were building a faction and
talking peace in the branch. It was agreed to cut out this
farce and open up on them in the branch on all issues.
The convention strategy does not mean the branch cannot
go on record for the International Committee or any-
thing else. As soon as they have themajority in the branch
they will put it to a vote.

.In the meantime they will bring into the branch the issue
of the suspensions. The Pabloites are trying to straddle
it. In some ways it's a godsend, these suspensions can be
used as an object lesson everywhere and in Canada they
can force the Pabloites to the wall.

They consulted me on whether to send money to Pablo!
You can imagine what I told them.

I advised them to answer all organizational tricks and
questions with the simple statement: referred to the con-
vention. In the meantime not one ounce of cooperation
with a phony committee which wants the Canadian section
to open its discussion by throwing out the leaders of the
opposition to Pablo.

It is clear to me from this visit that we in no way could
maneuver with the Canadians. They are going through
a major fight which will end in victory for us. But the
fight must be carried through and everything subordinated
to its victory.

I talked with the Buffalo comrades who have a lot of
standing in Toronto and we agreed that they would pay
close attention to the situation and work with Ross to
help out in every way they can. I had talked to Ross
about this previously and he was in full agreement. The
best service the Buffalo people can do is to go to work
on the undecided and the weaker Pabloites and see how
far they can be whittled down.
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It seems that Cochran was invited to comeup there. Now
the leading comrades are agreed that we shouldn't per-
mit such a meeting. Turged themtoblock it on the grounds
that Cochran is representing the Pabloite expellers and
is there to organize a factional split and not a discussion.
Also that he led the disloyal walkout from the American
party and thereby walked out of the genuine Trotskyist
movement everywhere.

The two waverers I stayed with drove me down to
Buffalo. It is indicative of how far things had gone that
these two were on the verge of joining up with Joe Rose,
who is now conniving with the Cochranites.

One final impression, which perhaps will explain the
background of these developments. I am convinced that
Pabloism, that is real Pabloism, has taken a deep hold
in the whole organization up there. They don't fully realize
it. They think they are all united in the work in the CCF
[Canadian Commonwealth Federation]. And they are, but
on a Pabloite line I'm afraid. They have become infected
with this terrible disease of thinking that everything can be
solved with fancy endless maneuvers in the CCF, with
"deep" entry conceptions.

In my opinion the Canadians will not get out of the
woods fundamentally until they begin to publish a Marx-
ist periodical of some kind and begin again the fight for
Trotskyism in Canada. Ross told me he had been think-
ing along these lines. All their good work in the CCF
could be utterly wasted and turn into the opposite of what
was intended without a drastic reorientation in the di-
rection of building a Trotskyist cadre.

In a sense I first got the idea of this international fight
after this visit. We are really saving the world movement,

hot simply from some false resolutions and a clique domi-
nation, but from utter liquidation through Pabloist poli-
tics in each section. Just imagine if Cochranism had taken
over in America by a creeping method, imperceptible,
without a faction fight, and you can get something of a
picture I believe of what happened to many sections.

In the light of such an appreciation the Open Letter
tactic appears in an altogether different light It was a
life or death necessity and not one out of many variants.

I am on my way to Pittsburgh in a few minutes. I will
write soon about the tour. It's going great guns. The
meeting in Buffalo was very fine. The branch here is
really something. I've become very fond of the comrades
here in a short time. It feels like I've known them for
years. I think the feeling is mutual.

A carload of comrades are going to drive me to Pitts-
burgh as soon as they get out of the plants and we will
eat on the road. Some of them will stay over in Pitts-
burgh for the meeting tomorrow.

Regards to all comrades.

Fraternally,
M.

P.S. The convention method I proposed they use instead

of two regional conferences —a national convention has

more authority, in the world movement, and what is

important is not how they hold the convention, but the

vote on resolutions and delegates and the conclusive settle-
ment of the fight, election of new Committee, etc.

They will be conscious of giving the most authoritative
support to the I.C. in the shortest possible time.
M.

6. Letter from Farrell Dobbs to Ross Dowson

New York, N.Y.
March 24, 1954
Dear Comrade Kane:

The IS letter of February 22 to the Canadian section and
a similar letter they sent on February 15 to the Chinese
Party are patent frauds. These letters attempt to paint the
Pablo-rigged IS as a group of injured innocents in the
international faction fight. They represent themselves as
"Honest Johns" who want only to help the comrades "re-
sist pressure from alien forces" and carry on "efficient
work among the masses of your country." A simple state-
ment of the facts will explode these hypocritical Pabloite
pretensions and reveal that the IS letters signify the fol-
lowing:

1. An attempt to camouflage the real Pabloite political
line. The letters deny the IS has taken the position that
Stalinism will gradually transform itself and adopt the
Trotskyist program under pressure of the masses. The.
real position of the IS on the "disintegration" of Stalinism,
it is said, will be found in "The Rise and Decline of Stalin-
ism." As in the case of every other Pabloite document,
these remarks are designed to put over a revisionist line
piecemeal while trying to conceal its true revisionist char-
acter.

In "The Rise and Decline of Stalinism,” the Pabloites

see the Kremlin bureaucracy obliged to liberalize itself
and relax its hold on the Communist parties in other
countries. Despite occasional right oscillations, they pre-
dict, these parties must radicalize their policies under the
pressure of the masses. In his document, "From the Third
to the Fourth World Congress,” Pablo goes farther. He
sees the ideological breaking up of Stalinism and assigns
to the Communist parties a revolutionary vanguard role.
For the Trotskyist parties he prescribes a more or less
prolonged and a more or less total entrism into the Stal-
inist milieu.

Pablo goes still farther in La Verite des Travailleurs
of December 1953 when he says the perspectives of the
1938 transitional program have been overturned from top
to bottom. Such an overturn "from top to bottom" must
of necessity include abandonment of the perspective of
building independent parties of the Fourth International.
Any doubt of this intent isremovedby a resolution adopted
at the recent Pabloite rump plenum, which predicts that
for America the revolutionary mass party will be formed
in a process of fusion with "left" tendencies through a
series of phases and forms as yet "unforeseeable.”

These piecemeal injections of a revisionist policy clearly
add up to the following: Stalinism will gradually trans-
form itself and adopt the Trotskyist program under the
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pressure . of the masses, hence the perspective of building
independent parties of the Fourth International has been
overturned from top to bottom.

2. An attempt to falsify the political views of the ortho-
dox Trotskyists. Opponents of the Pabloite revisionist-
liquidationist line are described by the IS as people who
live on past schemas and show signs of succumbing to
the pressure of alien forces. They are indicted for general
confusionism and pessimism. Then comes the real political
booby trap in the form of a charge that opponents of
Pabloism are attempting the "revision of the dual and
contradictory nature of Stalinism."

Pabloism discards the traditional Trotskyist analysis
of Stalinism as basically counter-revolutionary. Stalinist
maneuvers actually designed to head revolutionary move-
ments in order to behead them are pictured by the Pablo-
ites as signs of the transformation of Stalinism into a
revolutionary vanguard force. This represents a revision
in crassest form of the "dual and contradictory” nature of
Stalinism. Stalinism becomes absolved of its fundamentally
reactionary character and becomes instead increasingly
revolutionary. Yet those who challenge this crude white-
washing of counter-revolutionary Stalinism are accused
of ignoring the "revolutionary” side of Stalinism and there-
fore of violating the Trotskyist conception of its "dual
and contradictory™ nature.

Stated briefly, the following is the orthodox Trotskyist
concept on this question: The Kremlin bureaucracy doesn't
aim to aid the world revolution or overthrow imperialism.
It wants to contain both imperialist aggression and revo-
lutionary expansion, hoping to maintain the general status
quo and become the balance of pewer between the im-
perialists and the revolutionary forces. This guiding line
of the Kremlin accounts for the Stalinist betrayal of the
French General Strike. Suppression by the Kremlin of
the workers' uprising in East Germany explodes the myth
that the Soviet bureaucracy is liberalizing itself, as does
the Beria purge in the Soviet Union.

Recent political events in France, East Germany and
the Soviet Union confirm the Trotskyist program of the
necessity of political revolution to overthrow Stalinism
where it holds the power and of the need to isolate Stal-
inism everywhere in the revolutionary movement. These
events also confirm the perspectives of the 1938 Transi-
tional Program, including the necessity to build independent
parties of the Fourth International everywhere in theworld.

3. An attempt to prohibit factions. The Pabloites falsely
charge that the orthodox Trotskyist faction led by the In-
ternational Committee has splitfrom the International. They
manufacture from the whole cloth the fraudulent accusa-
tion that the International Committee is organizing its
own world congress. On the basis of these trumped-up
charges, the Pabloites claim that the orthodox Trotsky-
ists are not acting as a faction. The object of this frameup
is to prohibit the organization of a faction in the Inter-
nation by anybody but Pablo. Those who desire to sup-
port the orthodox Trotskyist faction are warned by the
Pabloites that to do so means to "leave the International”
and that "sanctions" will be taken against them by the
Pablo-rigged IEC because they have "split.”

This Pabloite frameup for the purpose of prohibiting
factions is exploded by the declarations of the Interna-
tional Committee. The IC has constituted itself as the
coordinating body for the organization of an orthodox

Trotskyist faction. It has announced it will fight to conduct
a full and democratic discussion of all issues in dispute,
so that all the sections may familiarize themselves with
the issues and take a political position before decisions
are made at a democratically organized congress. The IC
has stated its basic aims to be: Defense of the Trotskyist
program and organization against the Pabloite revision-
ist-liquidationist attack; and removal of the Pabloite u-
surpers from the central apparatus of the world organiza-
tion in order to restore internal democracy and carry out a
genuine Trotskyist policy. The IC has made clear that it
has not split from the Internatonal and has no need
to split. It already has the support of the majority of the
basic Trotskyist cadres and is sure of an even bigger
majority in a democratic discussion. In fact, the Inter-
national Committee is today the truly representative leader-
ship of the Fourth International.

4. An attempt to paralyze decision in the sections. The
Pabloites warn the comrades not to take a position against
the IS before all the IS documents against the orthodox
Trotskyists have been made known to them or before there
has been full discussion at their projected rump congress.
No political views are to be decided by the sections until
they have first sent delegates to the Pabloite rump con-
gress and then received the report of their delegates about
the decisions of that rump gathering. Baldly stated, this
injunction to the sections means: If you can't make up
your mind now to support Pablo, don't make any de-
cision at all until he has made it impossible for you to
oppose him without being thrown out of the International
under the "discipline” of his rump congress.

5. An attempt to impose minority rule over the Inter-
national. If anybody wants to remove Pablo from office,
the IS states, the proposal should be brought to the Pab-
lo-rigged IEC from which Pablo has succeeded in purging
all opposition. The IS letter adds that it would be better
still to come to Pablo's jerry-rigged rump congressin order
1o seek his removal. '

With the introduction of this slick argument the Pablo-
ite intrigue against orthodox Trotskyism begins to emerge -
in rounded form. Political confusion is sown by attempt-
ing to camouflage the real Pabloite political line and
falsify the political views of the orthodox Trotskyists. An
attempt is made to prohibit factions other than Pablo's
by accusing the opposition of "split" and reading them
out of the movement. An effort is made to paralyze all
political decision in the sections, except approval of Pab-
lo's line, until he has put over his line at a rump con-
gress. To rig a fake majority at his rump congress Pablo
has sought to cut down his opposition by suspensions and
removals in the leadership, by minority splits and ex-
pulsions of majorities in the sections. The delegates at
Pablo's rump congress would be instructed to go home
and lay down the law, ordering everybody to carry out
Pablo’s line in obedience of "International discipline” or.
face expulsion. These are the Comintern-like methods em-
ployed by Pablo in an attempt to impose minority rule
over the International and carry out his revisionist-liqui-
dationist line in defiance of the opposition of the orthodox
Trotskyist majority.

From these facts it is plain to see that it is the Pablo-
ites who are trying to stampede the movement into an
international split at their rump congress. Fortunately
they appear to have been caught up with in time to pre-
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vent them from causing a disabling rupture of the Fourth
International.

In cprosition to the Pabloite split drive the orthodox
Trotskyists have raised the following demands: (1) Be-

ginning with the reinstatement of the French majority, -

cancel unconditionally all suspensions, removals and ex-
pulsions; (2) cease issuing public statements not in ac-
cord with fundamental Trotskyist principles and previous
congress decisions; (3) cancel the announced Pabloite de-
cision to hold a congress next May or June, which would
only be a rump gathering to formalize an international
split; (4) cancel the special conditions attached by the
Pabloites to participation in a congress by their political
opponents; (5) withhold the scheduling of a congress un-

til after a democratic discussion has been held, instead of
scheduling a congress before there has been full discussion.
These demands for a democratic discussion and decision
in the political dispute help to expose the Pabloite intrigue
and save comrades from Pablo's trap of organizational
fetishism. Most important of all, however, is the need for
the Trotskyists to carry the political battle to the Pablo-
ites. The main task is to make certain everybody has full
knowledge of the fundamental political issues in dispute
and thus reduce Pabloism down to its hard revisionist-
liquidationist core.
Fraternally,
Smith

7. Letter from Ross Dowson to Farrell Dobbs
April 5, 1954

Dear Smith:

" am enclosing a copy of a statement that our minor-
1y here gave us at our meeting last Wednesday. Append-
ed to it is a short comment that went with it to members
of our tops. '

We are approaching a showdown here. Upon the pre-
sentation of this statement I am confident that the minor-
ity expected that we would expel them. I have never
thought that they would go through a convention and
thus give formal recognition to the fact that they are
the minority and on the basis of full discussion. But
we are strangling them with democracy. The get-together
is planned for next weekend. If we had a formal statement
of break from them we would be in favor of its post-
ponement. In fact there is a bit of a mix-up here with
our Western friends . . . it doesn't look like we are going
to get much representation. Tonight I am hoping to get
some definite word from our minority so that we can
call off the convention and can arrange it more to the
satisfaction of ourselves. We will go through with it how-
ever no matter what inconvenience should they appear
to be going to stick along with us right up to and into
the convention. We think this necessary from the point
of view of the international.

The majority is solid and overwhelming. We have been
winning the fence sitters slowly and steadily till now the
lines are very hard drawn. The minority is down to a
hard core of 5 here in Toronto, a couple in Windsor
and one in Montreal. The majority has Toronto two
to one, Vancouver unanimously, and all the outside points
that we have heard from. The only important point that
may still be on the fence is Prince Rupert but last cor-
respondence showed him swinging our way. Of course
it is always a tendency to write off persons you lose,
they were no good anyway, and usually this is true when
the lines have been drawn clearly in discussion as they
have in this dispute. But there is no question that we
have come out of this well. The majority comrades have
grown considerably. You would have been pleased to
have heard how they handled Ernie Mazey. Somewhile

back we had agreed to hear Murray and some one of

the Cochranites. As time went on I was for saying to
hell with it but the majority of the comrades thought
in the interest of winning the one waverer left in Toronto
that we should go through with it . . . and we did. Mazey
left here pretty well squashed.

The maximum strength of the minority is 8 and it is
by no means a homogeneous group. On the whole it is
composed of the weakest elements that we had. One of
them is a non-political type who formally speaking should
be on a leave of absence but he has been resurrected by
the minority. The Windsor duo are a husband and wife
combination, very demoralized, persons who have had
practically no contact with the center and who also
wouldn't be on the ‘books if we had operated in a more
formal basis. These two have long been friends of Joe
Rose, long after the rest of the minority condemned him
utterly. Another is a new comrade who is with the minor-
ity solely on a personal basis. McAlpine is the only real
Pabloite. Fitzgerald and Wilson are the only two with
any real ability and do represent a loss to our move-
ment— however one that despite all our efforts could not
be prevented. Fifzgerald will be deserting them within
the next few weeks by going to Europe for a year or
so. Wilson has long been a Stalinist conciliator — Clarke
called him one not long ago to his face —Pablo with his
trick formulations has really disoriented this comrade
and he doesn't know what he knows. At a recent dis-
cussion they suggested to one of us that they had 48
percent of the Eastern part of the party. They have de-
veloped the happy faculty of just writing off the West
where they have no one. The other day another one of
them told a comrade that they had more than that . . .
and he started to enumerate a couple of sympathizers
in Monireal and added into it Joe Rose and a couple
of friends that he has. When they pull the pin it may
well be that Pablo will be circulating information to the
effect that they are the majority of the Eastern section
if not the entire section. But there will not be the slight-
est truth in such claims. They are a splinter of a splinter.
The only effect that their defection will have will be a

. certain financial loss. However we have more contacts

around us at this juncture than we have had for years
and not only will completely recover in short order but
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go forward.

The Canadian experience has been a sort of test tube
experiment. Our minority never tired of telling us how
the Italian International Committee supporters remained
in the Italian group despite the fact that the majority
came out for the Pabloite IEC. We agreed to go through
a long serious detailed discussion with our minority which
would be resolved at a convention. As the discussion
proceeded they attempted to keep it on the organizational
plane; we finally forced it on the political plane. As we
proceeded to clear the air and win the majority of the
party they commenced to balk at a convention. When
the convention was inevitable and they were faced with
a clear and indisputable rejection of their line they an-
nounced their decision to refuse to be a part, even as
an objecting minority, of the decisions of the convention.
The whole process should be of considerable interest to
other sections which are still going through the experi-
"ence. At our last Toronto meeting one of the comrades
took time to patiently demonstrate through a liberal use
of quotations that the Pabloite line was not at all the
line adopted by the IIIrd World Congress. They had
always been hammering that our views were a rejection
of the IIIrd World Congress, representing its decisions
as something engraved in stone as imperishable guides
for evermore. But at this meeting they turned around —
proclaiming that the IIIrd WC decisions were not sacred,
that they were necessarily revised by subsequent plenums.

Should we be faced with the formal split within the
next few days I will certainly write you all the details —
in fact in such a way as to be suitable for publication.
If we have to go through with the convention to get it
I will send you a detailed report of the concention. I
hope you received a copy of the document, "Two Years
of Entry." I would be interested in knowing what you
comrades think of it. Of course it could do us irreme-
diable harm should it fall into the wrong hands.

Fraternally,
Kane

I might add that we here are in complete agreement with
the tactical demands that you make on Pablo. We have
been following this line since Germain opened the door
for them and JPC developed this line in his-excellent let-
ter to Leslie Goonewardene. We were also highly satisfied
with the way you handled the Kane letter and are -agree-
able to it appearing in an IB. I will inform everyone
of the excellent developments you report in your letter
to us. I assume from your Lora letter that you now have
a suitable address.

The attached - statement was presented to the Toronto
group meeting Wednesday, March 31, 1954. It was pre-
sented on behalf of 8 persons in the Canadian group
(Fitzgerald, McAlpine, Ford, Dale, Houston, Wilson and
D-and J).

Immediately following presentation of the statement the
Toronto group passed a motion designating the action
of the minority as profoundly disloyal— the vote was
8 for, 4 against.

The majority referred to in the statement is the entire

membership of the Vancouver group and a two to one
majority in the Toronto group plus strong support in
the membership at large. The minority is composed of
5 persons in the Toronto group and three persons in
other Eastern points.

This statement that the minority refuses "to be a part,
even as an objecting minority," to what forces in the Ca-
nadian group have stated they intend to press for at
our convention to be held next week is probably with-
out precedent in the annals of the socialist movement.
It is a crude attémpt on the part of a minority to black-
mail the convention into submitting to its will with the
threat that it will split the party.

It goes without saying that no Bolshevik group would
submit to such an outrageous threat. Speaking on be-
half of the minority Fitzgerald stated that should the
convention decide to commit the Canadian group to the
International Committee, which the majority considers
containg the forces in the Fourth International that are
fighting against Pabloite revision of our doctrine, the
minority would immediately constitute itself the Canadian
section of the Fourth International.

STATEMENT OF POLICY

The faction that has been organized by the Canadian
supporters of the International Executive Committee of
the Fourth International, to defend the unity of the Trot-
skyist movement against the Cannonite splitters and the
political program of our movement as expressed by the
Third World Congress and the main line of the docu-
ments submitted by the International Secretariat of the
Fourth International for discussion at the Fourth World
Congress, and is presently called ‘the Minority Faction
of the Canadian Section wishes to make the following
announcement of a decision taken by our Fraction.

Despite every effort on our part to keep the party on
the correct road politically and loyal to the Fourth In-
ternational and to persuade it to send delegates to the
forthcoming Fourth World Congress it is now painfully
apparent that the Canadian Cannonites presently called
the Majority Faction are determined at all costs to deepen
the split initiated by the Cannonite sectlon of the New
Zealand leadership. :

This is clearly revealed by two motions before a con-
vention called for early in April, one from Vancouver
the other from Toronto, which call for affiliation to the
so-called "International Committee” and the steps taken
by the Canadian Cannonites to cut-off financial support
to the IEC and the decision they have taken not to raise
the levy for the World Congress.

Our Faction remains loyal to the principles of revolu-
tionary Marxist internationalism — the fundamental con-
cepts of Trotskyism. We refuse to be a part, even as an
objecting minority to any actions which would strengthen
the hand of Cannonism in its struggle to destroy the
Fourth International around which are rallied the over-
whelming majority of the forces of world Trotskyism.

March 29,1954
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8. Letter from Ross Dowson to the Canadian Section
April 9, 1954

Dear Comrades,

At its meeting of April 7 the Toronto group passed a
motion that the national convention called for April 10,
11, 12 be temporarily postponed and a letter to this effect
be circulated immediately throughout the movement.

At that meeting the Pabloite minority split from the
party in the persons of all of its active supporters in the
Toronto branch — Fitzgerald, McAlpine, Ford and Hous-
ton.

First item on the agenda of the April 7 meeting, held
just three days before the convention date, was a letter
from the so-called Committee for the Socialist Regroup-
ment of Canada applying for membership in the branch.
This is the group that Kelly (Rose) took out of the party
some 9 or 10 months ago. Fitzgerald immediately moved
a motion of acceptance. Prior to the vote being taken on
this motion Comrade Kane read a motion that he said
he would present should the meeting turn down the Fitz-
gerald proposal. His motion read: "In view of the fact
that the leaders of the minority and majority had jointly
agreed to freeze the membership of the party until after
the convention which would actually prohibit acceptance
of this application until then, and in view of the past
relations that these comrades have had with the move-
ment —only two months ago they called for a split from
our movement to their Committee for the Socialist Re-
groupment of Canada —with Comrade Kelly in particular
having a long record of disruption of the Canadian sec-
tion and its work; that we refuse this application at this
timte with the understanding that following the conven-
tion should these comrades still signify their wish to be-
come part of the Toronto branch that we are prepared
to go through a series of experiences to test their adher-
ence to a discipline of an organization based on the prin-
ciples of orthodox Trotskyism.”

Immediately upon the defeat of his motion, Fitzgerald,
in defiance of the chair that he speak on the motion now
confronting the meeting, announced that the four sup-
porters of his motion were leaving the meeting. When
asked about the convention and their delegates, they an-

‘swered that they would let us know, and that anyway,
the convention was our worry, not theirs. With this they
walked out of the meeting about 30 minutes after it had
started.

This development comes as no surprise following the
finalization of their whole previous conduct at the March
31 meeting. At that meeting they presented a statement
to the branch which said that "We refuse to be a part,
even as an objecting minority to any actions" that would
commit the Canadian section to what they call the Cannon-
ite International Committee. This crude attempt on the
part of the Canadian Pabloites to blackmail the party
into submitting to its will with the threat that it will split
the party is probably without precedent in the history of
the Bolshevik movement. Despite this extreme provoca-
tion the Toronto branch continued on in its preparatory
work for the convention. At this same meeting Fitzgerald
replied to a question as to what the minority would do
should the convention come out for support of the In-
ternational Committee with a statement that the minority

would immediately reconstitute itself the Canadian sec-
tion of the F.I.

Even this scandalous statement was merely a summari-
zation of a whole series of previous attempts to frustrate
the democratic processes of the movement which they
commenced as soon as they became aware that they were
a pitifully small minority —one that, as the discussions
were proceeding on the political issues at dispute, was
moving from weakness to weakness. As time went on they
openly opposed the convention, attempting to take ad-
vantage of the difficulties that confront us due to lack
of finance, distances separating us, etc. When the major-
ity finally met all its terms—even that of holding the
convention in Toronto and assuring them at the March
31 meeting that despite the fact that their strength did
warrant it we were prepared to give them 2 of the 5 dele-
gates apportioned to Toronto—two days prior to the
convention they used the ruse of a membership applica-
tion of the Kelly clique to split from the party.

The Toronto branch, what with the split of the Pablo-
ites, feels that it is justified in asking for postponement
of the convention. The irreconcilable hostility of the Cana-
dian party to Pabloite revisionism of orthodox Trotsky-
ism has been clearly established in the process of the
pre-convention discussion. Through their split the Pablo-
ites have removed the pressure upon the party to for-
mally establish it through a convention at this time. We
are of the opinion that the party can now digest this
last, final lesson of the incompatibility of Pablism with
Trotskyism and go about the business of making more
rounded preparations for its 3rd convention. The April
date as you know was set entirely to meet the schedule
of Fitzgerald's leaving the country and the date of the
Pabloite rump Fourth World Congress. We suggest that
following close consultation of all sections of the party
a new date for the convention be arrived at.

The Toronto branch, the only place in the party where
the Pabloites had any real strength, comes out of this
dispute with higher spirits, increased confidence in itself
and increased strength. The defection of the 5 Pabloites
will have no deteriorating effect on the branch other than
for a short period of financial difficulties. The branch is
firm and has developed in political stature considerably.
At this juncture it has more contacts around it than it
has had for years. In only a few months it should be
back again at its previous numerical strength and with
a considerable addition to its hitting power.

We warn the party to take no heed of the grandiose
claims that the Pablists will no doubt be making of their
strength. They are a miserable and demoralized hand-
ful. They will probably be claiming, as their British coun-
ter-parts did, to be in some way the majority of our party.
They will possibly be claiming the support of two per-
sons in Windsor who have been nothing more than sym-
athizers for several years, three persons in Montreal
(2 who themselves recognize their status as merely sym-
pathizers of the movement) the Kelly group (4) which
Fitzgerald-McAlpine themselves declared in a PC letter
dated February 6 (2 months ago) to be sectarian op-
ponents to our entry into the mass movement and dis-
rupters of our work in the unions and mass movement
who have merely "seized upon the dispute in the Inter-
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national to further disrupt the Canadian party and its
work."” -

This unprincipled combination is without perspective
and doomed in short order to blow apart. The Canadian
section of the Fourth International moves forward going

about its task of building the forces for the mass party
of the Canadian proletarian revolution. ‘

Fraternally,
- Kane

9. "Pabloite Minority Split in Canada,” by Ross Dowson

The supporters of Pablo have splintered from the
Canadian ‘section of the Fourth International. They pulled
out two days prior to a national convention scheduled
to formally determine the position of the Canadian section
on the struggle that the international forces of Trotskyism
have been waging against Pabloist liquidationism.,

Immediately following their walkout they announced a
farcical reconstitution of the Canadian section of the Fourth
International under their auspices, and their intention
to endorse a person, to masquerade as a delegate from the
Canadian section to the Pabloite rump Fourth World
Congress.

The Pabloists claim to represent the majority of Trot-
skyists in the most highly industrialized section of the
country and 35 percent of the movement nationally. The
mechanics behind the trick of setting themselves up as
THE ‘Canadian section of the Fourth International, while
only’ caiming to have a minority of 35 percent of the
Trotskyists in ‘Canada, are: that to support the Interna-
tional 'Commiittee- (which is an international faction al-
ready’ speaking for the basic cadres of Leon Trotsky's
Fourth International), is to have split from the Fourth
Inté¥national. Pablo—who had been entrusted by the
Third World Congress to carry its line 'and who has
completely revised it, at the same time high-handedly
purgmg from its continuing bodies all those who opposed
his'traitorous course —he says so, and it is thérefore so.

While the Pabloists remaiiied in the Canadian section,
that 'is up until last week, they recognized that the forces
of orthodox Trotskyism were the overwhelming majority,
and not just 65 percent either. The West, representing one
Kalf of the numerical strength of the movement, was almost
100 percent in support of the International Committee.
The Pabloists were never able to rally- more than one-third
of the forces in the main Eastern concentration.

Now, having deserted the party, the Pabloists suddenly
claim to have 35 percent of the Canadian Trotskyists.
But like the earlier reports of Mark Twain's death, this is
an exaggeration—in fact it is a lie of the whole cloth.

Their splintering off from the movement was heralded
on April 7 by a pitiful handful walking out of the only
party group where they had influence. This miserable
little group is attempting to deceive itself, probably more
than anyone else who might be interested, by going through
the motions of adding to itself a scattering of persons
who are more or less sympathizers of the movement, a
handful of disreputable elements who walked out of the
section 10 months ago after almost three years of sectarian
disruption of the party's work, and then, through a series
of arithmetical manipulations, turning up with the total of
35 percent. The bulk of them are personswho have become
demoralized and defeated under the difficulties of attempting

to build the revolutionary party.

The Canadian section remains solid and confident of its
capacity to build the mass Marxist party of the Canadian
revolution. Its cadre, in the process of coming to grips
with the revisionist concepts of the Pabloists, has tre-
mendously matured, developing a clearer concept of its
tasks and in short order will more than make up for what-
ever it lost through the Pabloist desertion.

The Canadian section's experience with Pabloism has
been a rich one. Last November the Socialist Workers
Party, in an open letter to Trotskyists throughout the
world warned against Pablo's international faction which
was revising ' Trotskyist ‘fundamentals and purging its
opponents from the movement. The Canadian Political
Committee, admitting inadequacy of information, made the
mistake of disapproving the act of an ‘open statement,
while declaring its ‘neutrality on the political issues at
dispute. Pablo and his aides quickly circulated the Inter-
national to the effect that Canada supported his politics
as against the views of his opponents.

Immediately, in keeping with its democratlc traditions,
a wide open discussion developed within' the Canadian
section. Very shortly some of the party's main concen-
trations, along with the majority of its national committee,
made known their political support of the SWP Open
Letter and of the International Committee that had been
organized by the French, British, Swiss, New Zealand and
Chinese sections. No sooner was this a fact than did
Pablo, through a rump imeeting of the International Ex-
ecutive Committee, suspend, along with all other IEC
members who took similar positions, the Canadian
national secretary who had been elected to the IEC by
the Third World Congress. At the same ‘time the Pablo-
ite' IEC suspended the majority of the leadership of the
Canadian section from the posts that the Canadian sec-
tion in convention had elected them to.

The two leading Canadian Pabloists- expressed their
complete agreement with Pablo's Stalin-like attempt to
decapitate the Canadian section with the astounding com-
ment that, due to the nature and the political level of
the Canadian section, this instruction was inoperative
here. The Canadian section of course refused out-of-hand
to submit to the Pablo ukase.

With the refusal of the Canadian section to be stampeded
by him and his pitiful handful of supporters through false
accusations of split, Pablo made a slight tackin his course.
Ignoring the refusal to implement his orders, he wrote,
"Take the time to know and discuss all the documents of
the International on the crisis . . . adjourn your final
decision until you have heard the reports of your rep-
resentatives to the World Congress."

This tactical shift from plying the axe to an attempt to
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seduce sections into not taking positions on documents
up for discussion, urging them to send along delegates
chosen by undetermined means on undetermined views to
vote an international policy and international leadership —
which would be discussed and approved later by national
sections when everything is sealed, signed and delivered —
resulted in a sudden veer on the part of his Canadian
supporters to get out from under a national convention
which they themselves had proposed be held to determine
the position of the Canadian section.

Early in the dispute, when it had already become ap-
parent that the overwhelming majority of the section sup-
ported the International Committee, one of the leading
Pabloites stated that he would never submittothe Canadian
section supporting the IC without a full-fledged convention.
As this was. agreeable to all, plans for such. a convention
were immediately made.

During the pre-convention discussion . 1t was only wu:h
the greatest difficulty that the party was able to force the
discussion from the organizational plane onto the.political
issues at dispute. The Pabloites at first claimed that there
were no real political differences. But once the discussion
got underway, on the East German uprising, the French
General Strike, the political revolution in the USSR,
Stalinismi, and finally the orientation of the Canadian
section itself, their deep-going differences were brought
out.

All this time the documents of the Pabloxst Internatmnal
Executive Committee were freely circulated.. A leading
spokesman of Pablo's Cochranite supporters was even
permitted to address one of the main party groups. But
the Pabloites were strangling .on this democracy. The
Trotskyist cadres of the movement rallied to the defense
of their doctrine and the Pabloites moved from weakness
to weakness.

As the convention approached, and in rece&pt of Pablo 8
instructions, the Pabloites commenced . to. desperately .at-
tempt to get out from under it. One week before their
walkout the minority presented a statement bewailing the
apparent fact that the convention was going to ally the
Canadian section with the International Committee. The
statement flung in the face of the party the challenge that
the Pabloists "refuse to be a part, even as.an objectmg
minority,” to such an action.

Despite the dlsloyal statements of leadmg mmontyltesr
and this outrageous attempt to blackmalil the party into
not carrying out its democratic will, the majority remained
unprovoked. Their very failure to provoke the majority
into any disciplinary actions against their disloyal con-
duct only goaded the Pabloists into greater fury. : \

They .revealed that they were collaborating with a hand-,
ful of sectarian disrupters who had walked out of the par-
ty, along with some party property, some 10 months

previously, and who, when the international dispute erup-

ted, had come to life again only in order to announce their
enthusiastic support of Pablo and call for a split from the

party to their so-called Committee for Socialist Regtoup-,
ment. At the time of this split appeal the Pabloists sharply,

dissociated themselves from this Committee, labelling them
disrupters of the party "who have seized upon the dispute
in the International to further disrupt the party and its
work."”

At a meeting two days prior to the convention, in col-
lusion with these disrupters, the Pabloites. presented their
applications for re-admission to the party. The majority,
in view of the pre-convention agreement to freeze the mem-
bershxp, voted that the applications be held over until

after the convention and further experience could be had

with these persons. With this the ‘minority stomped out..
- The next day the Pabloists circulated a statement over

the name of three leading members which bore the return

address of the so-called Committee for the Soclahst Re-

groupment. In the statement the Pablmtes label the party.

convention a rump convention without authonty They con-
demn the convention for lack of documentation although
the minority presented no documentation whatsoever, not
even a statement on its own behalf all during the dis-
cussion, other than its infamous threat that it would not
be a minprity, even an objecting minority.

They: condemn the convention for its alleged non—rep-:

resentative character —its failure to represent "the real re-
lationship of forces." Part -of the evidence to back up thxs

charge ‘is that the ‘basis of. representathn to wh1ch they

had previously agreed does not allow voting representanon

tor a point where the party had.one member, and that

the split-calling. deserters, the so-ca.lled Comumittee for So-
cidlist Re-groupment, do not have representhtxon at the
convention of the Canadian section of the Fourth Inter—l
national.

.The. Canadlan expenence demonstrates that Pablomm-_,

cons1ders itself _to)b,e completely mcompaub_le wnh orthodox
Trotskyism; that Pabloism. is totally unprepared.to accept
a. position of a loyal minority within the ranks of any
of the parties of the Fourth International. ‘The Canadian

experience .confirms to the hilt the charge that Pabloism is.
attempting. to liquidate the Fourth :International, to wreck.
and disperse the precious cadres oﬁintemation_al Trotsky-

ism,
The solidity of the Canadxan seetlon, now in alhance w1th

its co-thinkers in the International Committee of the Fourth.

International, who already encompass the overwhelming
majority of the forces of the Fourth International, is strik-
ing testimony to the indestructible temper of Leon Trotsky's

world movement, against its enemies fron; within. as well

as its class enemy without. -
: , April 9,.1954
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