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WHY WE PUBLISH ALL THE PLENUM MATERIAL

We are including in this bull-:tin all of the mqterial that

. was placed before the October 1943 Plenum of the National Committes
dealing with the Intcrnational Resolution. This material provided

the basis for the Plenum discussion which was elaborated in the reso=
lution published in the Deccmber 1943 issue cof the Fourth Internation-
al (republiehed in the Internal Bulletin, Vol. VI, No. 3.)

The deccuments presented areg i1dentificd as follows:

(1) The original rosolution as submitted by a sub-committee
of the Political Committec to the FPli:num for discuscion and decicion.

(2) Tho additional paragraphs cmbodying amendments submitted
by the resolutions sub-committec.

(3) Proposed amendments by Morrow.

(4) Proposed amendments by Morrison which were accepted by
Morrow who withdrew his own amendments in favor of the Morrison
amendment s.

e are iscsuing these Plenum documents only as a concession to
the demand of Comrade Morrow who insicts that the various drafts and
amendments which were dircussed by the Plenum be published. The
National Committce has never withheld any documents essential to a
rounded pre-convention discussion and in this case we are oven issuing
document s which in our opinion are unnecessary. We do =0 in order to
sweep aside any unfounded charge of suppression of documents which
could only serve to sidetrack the fundomental political issues that
may be in dispute.

We do not think these documents are essential to the clarifi-
cation of the issues, the education of the party membership, or as
an aid . to the party rank and filc in arriving at a correct point of
view. On the contrary, we feel that such a procodure will confuse
more than clarify by clutturinp up the dirfcucsion with preliminary
and tentative documents parts of which were rejocted, other parts
withdrawn, and parts incorporated in the final draft of the Interrna-
tional Resolution as adopted by the Plenum,

The party constitution provides that, between conventions, the
~Plenum of the National Committee is ompoworod to 1ssue r0°olutions
establlshing the party position on varicus guestions. The process
under which such resolutions take form 1s as follows:

\

(1) The Political Committee designates a resolutions committee
to submlt a draft resolution which is usually written by an individual
comrade, discussed, amended, altcred or elaborated by the resolutions
committee and thcn qubmitte,d to the P.Co

(2) The resolutions committee draft is then discussed by the
Political Committeo which makes any further changes it deems necessary.
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(3) The preliminary draft, as amended by thc Political Com-
mittee, 1s then submitted to the ﬁational Committee meeting in Plenary
sesslon where, after further discussion, amendment and action, 1t
becomes the position of the party subject to the approval of the
national convention.

It thus becomes obvious that the position of the National
Committee cannot be esteblished on the basis of preliminary drafts,
of which there may be a goodly number, but only on the basis of the
resolution as 1t finally appears aftor full discussion in the National
Committee.

This procedure 1s an integral part of the oporation of the
democratic process in the collective lcadership of the partye In this
way not only does the entire National Committee exercise 1ts right to
place 1ts own stamp upon the resolution, but the party itself gets
better resolutions in the end. That 1i1s also why the Leninist principle
of democracy, which guldes our actions in the collective leadership
as well as in the ranks of our party, gives the best political and
~ theoretical results.

What political purpose can be served by insisting upon the

" publication of all drafts as well as the final resolution? The sub-

- committee which was responsible for the first draft of the Plenum

- resolution did not and would not contend that 1ts text was final and
perfectes Certalnly it 1s nct to the diseredit of the individual

authors of the first draft if they concurred in strengthening and

clarifying the resoluticn, to say nothing of rectifying any omissions

or mistakes, etos They are to bec commended rather than condemned for

- showing that they had the capacity to learn from the debate of the

' full Plenum.

Such collective leadership and methods can only strengthen the
assurance of the party members that the Plenum of the National Com-
mittee really leads the party, and leads 1t more wisely than any
- indlividual could. Everyone on the plenary leading staff makes his

contribution to the task at hand and, according to his capacities,
plays a role in the final result. The strength and solidarity of
the National Committee depends upon this ability of its individusal
members to work together,

Political Committee

#aHH
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First Draft of Resolution as Submitted by the
Resolutions Committee to Plenum in October, 1943,

THTERNATIONAL RLSOLUTION
(Draft)

(1) This plenum of the National Committee meets one' year
after the Tenth National Convention of the Socialist Workers Party.
The Political Resolution unanimously adnpted by that convention set
forth the basic position of the Fourth Internatiocnal and the Sociale-
ist Workers Party »n the imperialist war snd the tasks of the pro=-
letarian world revolution.

(2) Tverything that has happened since has operated to con-
firm our Marxist analysis of the world situation and to reinforce
our political and stratesic conclusions based upon the revolutionary:
conviction that the workers in glliance with the peasants and colon=
i1al peoples will prove capable of overthrowing cepitalism and organ=
izing the foundations of an international socialist soclety of peace,
security, human solidarity and unbounded progress,

(3) The course of events during the past yvear can be summar-
1zed in four major developments of historicel significance, These
are: (1) the downfall of Mussolini and the collapse of Italian fas~-
cism, signalizing the beginning of the Italian, and consequently,
the European revolution; (2] the growing preponderance of Angln-
American military power over that of the Axis camp, which has already
exposed Wall Street's aspirations to replace Nazi Germany as master
and oppressor of Europe and thrown into bnld relief the counter-
revolutionary role of American lmperialism on the world arensa}

(3) the colossal victories of the Red Armies and the widening rift
‘between the Soviet Unilon and the Anglo-American allies; (4) the
formal dissolution of the Comintein,

Lessons of the Italisn Tvents

(4) TItalian fascism which set out to rejuvenate tottering
Italian capitalism over the broken bones of the revalting workers
and peasants utterly exhausted itself within two decades, The mur-
derous regime which its leader boasted would build a new Roman Em=-
pire hardly lasted long enough to celebrate its twentieth anniver=-
sary. The workers and peasants simply refused to fight, to work,

- or to sacrifice for the fascist state which gave them nothing but
oppression; misery, starvation and broken promises, The middle
classes lost all confidence in tle corrupt, incompetent, vainglor=-
lous Bonapartist gangsters headed by the mountebank iussolini.
Finally even the ruling classes, the capitalists; landed proprietors,
the Church, the Royal Family, the military caste and part of his '
own governing clique found it expedient to dump Mussolini in the
hope of saving themselves from complete catastrophe, With the
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entire people in opposition, the African Empire lost, the national
economy bankrupt, facing occupation by two supcrior hostile armies,
"fascism, at the ond, broke apart like a rotten apple." To this
epitaph Marshal Badoglio added: "Not the slightest resistance to
the change was met even from any of the 7,000,000 belonging to the
fascist party proper."

(6) This amnihilating collapse of Italisn fascism pricks.like
a soap-bubble all those theories spawned by the renegadec from Marx-
ism that fascism is some new form of managerial or bureaucratic-
collective society destined to replace capitalism and bar the road
to socialism, It 1s now clear that these pretentious theories really
represented a special form of intellectual capitulation and adspta-
tion to fascism, The Italian experience hss once for all demonstra-
ted that fascism is essentially the political instrument of monopoly
cepitalism in its death agony.

(6) The crumbling of fascism in Italy provides further svi-
dence of the bankruptcy of bourgeois rule. All the repressions,
pretentions, and demagogy of their fascist me.cenaries did not
enable Blg Business to stifle the class struggle and prevent it from
developing, On the contrary, under the iron 1lid of fascism the class
frictions generated enough explosive pressure to blow the regime to
bits ®

(7) The Italian worksrs exhibited the irrepressible power of
their class in modern society. Fascism had smashed all the mass
organizations of the Italian workers, their unions, cooperatives and
political parties; murdered, imprisoned, exiled their best leaders;
excommunicated revolutionary ideas and forbade their expression;
chained the workers to the bosses through the totalitarian state}
isolated them from the rest of the world., Kevertheless, the defeated
and atomized proletariat gradually resssembled their forces, lifted
themselves to their feet, resumed their struggle for freedom and
bread; brought forth new leaders out of their ranks; and moved to
settle accounts with their oppressors at the first favorable oppor=
tunity. '

(8) Mussolini signed his death-warrant by dragging the Ital=-
ian people into the imperialist adventure of the Second World War,
After three years of torture and horror, the masses bogan to revolt.
Workers and peasants in uniform refused to fight, deserted, retrcated
or surrendered. The industrial workers of Milsn, Turin, Bologns
went out on strike. Gilgantic pecace demonstrations were staged in
the streets and squares of the principal eities,

(9) Terrified by the rising revolt of the pcople, by the
total bankruptcy of fascism, and by the prospective invasion of the
Anglo~-American armies, the possessing classes, headed by the monar-
chy and its military aides and inspired by the Vatican, hastened to
depose Mussolini and set up a military-monarchist dictatorship in
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place of fascism, By a timely coup d'etat these pzlace conspirétors
hoped to forestall the pecple's revclution against the detested
fascist gang.

(10) But their removal of Mussolini provoked the most unin-
tended and contradictory consequences, Instead of dampening the
rebellious spirit, this move enormously heightened the revolutlionsry
mood snd spurred the masses to more dering actions, No sooner did
the news of Mussolini's downfall become known thsn the pent-up revo-
lutionary feelings of the people manifested themselves with titanic
force, The people poured into the streets in continual joyous dem=-
onstrations; they hunted out and vented their wrath upon the fascist
vermin; opened the prisons and liberated the political prisoners;
exulted in their newly-regained freedom. They demanded an end to the
war, Parties came out from underground, trade unions arose, a free
press was established, workers and soldiers councils were organized,
and fraternization began., Returned exlles and liberated political
prisoners took thelr places at the head of the masses. Through a
series of militant strikes the workers addressed their demands to
the Badoglio government,

(11) These developments disclosed the indubitable features
of a genuine revolutionary uprising in which the masses directly
intcrvene as an active and decisive force in the determination of
events. This stormy movement threatencd to sweep over the heads of
King Victor Emmanuel and his Marshal Badoglio and upset their new
monarchist-militarist government which had succeeded fascism, To
prevent any further political overturns to the left, all the forces
. of reaction combined against the insurgent workers and pcasants.
Badoglio decreed rartial law, forbid public assemblies of more than
three persons, took measures to drive the workers bsck into the fac=-
toricsy shot and jailed their loaders, censored the press, duplicat-
ing all the practices of Mussolini's dictatorship,

(12) While trying to best down the revolution in the first
weeks, Badoglio dangled the prospect of pcace before the war-wearied
Italian people. He utilized against the workers the milltary forces
both of the Fazis and of the Anglo=American bloc with whom he was
negotiating terms for collaboration. Badoglio and his generals
permitted the Nazis to occupy Northern Italy while Anglo-American
planes bombed the revolutionary centers of Milan, Turin and Bologna.

(13) These military-monarchist plots against the revolution
were facilitated and shielded by the policies of the Socialist,
Stalinist and liberal parties which abused the confidence of the
masses. Instead of arousing and organizing the people for the over-
throw pof the Badoglio dictatorship and the creation of a Workers
and Peasants Republic, these compromise parties held the workers
back from struggle; advised them to trust the new government; and
wait until peace and liberty were bestowed upon them by the King and
Badoglio in alliance with the Anglo=-American forces, This comblna-
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tion of repression and decelt enabled the ex-accomplices of Mussolini
to arrest the development of the revolutionary conflagration and to
flee when ready into the embrace of the Alliles. .

(14) After ruining the country, the utterly resctionary
possessing classes have helped convert Italy into a battleground for
the rival imperialist camps., Whichever side they may deal with at
the moment, both sections of the divided bourgeoisle side with the
forelgn oppressors against their own people, While Mussolini calls
upon the Italians to die for the resurrection of fascism and for
nazism, the King and Badoglic solicit them to die for a military-
monarchist dictatorship and for Anglo~-American imperialisme

(15) The cynical conduct of the Ifalian ruling classes con-
firms the great political lesson taught the workers by the French
bourgeoisie after the fall of the Third Republice. The capitalist
class cares nothing for democracy, national independence or the wel~
fare of the masses, Profits, power, privileges and property are
their sole concern, Whenever their political predominance and their
social and economic interests are imperiled by the proletariat, the
possessing classes are capable of unlimited crimes against the nation
and the people.

(18) The Italian workers and peasonts can find their way to
peace and freedom only by tearing political and cconomic power out
of the hands of the capitalists and uniting with their fellow workers
of Europe in a war against them all. The revolutionary fighters of
Italy have alrcady performed deathless deeds, They were the main
force which toppled lussolini and his rotten regime, They gave a
magnificent rehearsal of the forthcoming Eurcpe-wide proletarian
revolution. They insplred with fresh hope and courage the masses of
all Furope.

(17) But the Italian workers, isolated and caught betwéen
the armies of the rival imperialist camps, have been temporarily
driven back on the defensive, They were not given time to organize
their own strong Marxist party. The treacherous Stulini'st and
reformist leaders therefore had a free hand to restrain and disorient
the masses, The Axis and Allied armies are now, each in their own
way, striving to finish the work of strangling the revolution,

(18) Despite betrayal and bloody repressions, the Italian
workers fight on. They thereby serve notice that the Italian revo-
lution still lives. The continued resistance of the workers under
the prevailing adverse conditions gives assurance that they will
resume, their forward march as soon as the opportunity presents itself.

(19) The sequence of events since the fall of Mussolini has
shown the interconnection between the Italian revolution and the
Furopean revolution, The further course of the Italian revolution
is bound up with the course of the European, and especially the
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German, revolution., The hercic actions of the Italian workers have
kindled revolutionary sentiments and ideas throughout the continent
and shaken rezimes from Madrid to Berlin and Budapest, The subse-
quent unfolding of the maturing revolution elsewhere in Europe will
in turn impart a powerful new impetus to the temporarily defeated
Italian revolution,

(20) The developments in Italy have posed point=blank all
the major problems of the Luropesn revolution, They have confirmed
the Marxist conclusions that the only revolutionary social forces
are the workers in alliance with the peasants. The only kind of
revolution the working class can and will lead 1s the soclalist revo=-
Intion, The only alternative to the continued rule of monopoly
capitalism is the Workers' and Farmers' Government based upon Workers,
Soldiers and Peasants Councils,

(21) The decay of capitalism and the acuteness of class con-
flicts forbid another extended period of bourgeois democracy for
wor-torn Europe, While interim regimes mecdeled after the Veimar
Republic may be sebt up here and there as by-products of unccmpleted
revolutionary movements, they must by thelr very nature prove short-
lived., They must either give way before the conquest of power by
the revnlutionary workers or the military~police dictatorship of the
caplitalist counter=-revolution.

(22) The proletarian revolution may begin in one country,
but no European country can make its way out of the war and the cat-
astrophic crisis of contemporary civilization by itself alone, A
victorious revolution in any single European country would immedlate~
1y be compelled to defend itself from military attack by the imper-
ialists and would have to appeal for internationsl proletarian sid
by reveclutionary means. In the ensulng struggles; it would not be
possible to maintain the outlived and arbitrarily drawn borders of
the existing national states and the proletariat has no interest in
attempting to do so., The national state which once previded the
historical arena for the develepment of the productive forces has
long since become a reactionary fetter upon them. The unpostponable
historical task of the Buropean peoples is the revolutionsry destruc=
tion of the reactionary national state and the crestion of the Soc-
ialist United States of Europe, Peace, security and prosperity can
be assured only by the economic unification and socialist collabora= -
tion of the free nations of Europe, The only power capable of
solving these tasks is the revolutionary proletarist., The central
unifying slogan of 1ts fight is "The Socialist United States of
Europe,"

(23) Europe,; today enslaved by the Nazis, will tomorrow be
overrun by Anglo-American imperialism with identical aims, The
entire combined forces of the European proletariat will be needed
~ to organize and lead the people in revelutionary struggle agalnst
their oppressors, The slogan of "The Socialist United States of
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Europe" will serve as the great rallying cry of unity agninst the
counter-revolutionary echecmes of tne Angle-American bloc to colonize,
expioit, Palkanzze and dismember the Europcan continent. - This slogan
will inspire and guide the Europesn worlkers in their struggle for
power, Through the Soclalist United States of Eurnpe == and not
otherwise == they will schieve their ecoromic unification, fraternal
solidarity, social and cultural progress, Only on this basis will
ruined and shattered Europc be lifted to its feet again and rise to
ncw heights,

qu_Countereggzglpalondgy Rols of American Capitaiism

(24} 1In his lasi greab document, "The Menifesto of the
Fourth International on the Imperialist War and the Proletarian
Rovolution", Troteky predicted that "only the United States is des-
tined to surpass the German murder machine." This preponderance,
first felt in the aid oxtended to England; hss cverywhere bcgun to
assert itself with incrcasing force. The industrial, financlal and
military power of the United States has become the declsive factor
in the inter-imperialist struggle for world domination,

(25) Washington's diplomatic dealings and political acts
during the past year have served to expose the pretense that this
war is being waged to defend democracy against fascism and to extend
the "Four Freedoms" throughout the world, They have disclosed the
real reactionary charascter of the war sims of Washington which have
been dictated by the drive of smerican Big Business for political
mgstery and economic monopoly of the worlde

(26) The slogan of "the war for democracy against fascism"
was considerably tarnished from the outset by the inclusion of the
Vargas, Batista, and other despotic governments in the "United
Ngtions" coalition; ty demonstrative friendship for the butcher
_Franco of Spain and Dictator Salazar of FPortugal; by the wooing of
Petain, the patronage of Otto of Habsburg and various European
monarchs-in-exile. Today the deals with Darlan and Badoglio outline
in precise terms the counter-revolutionary policies and imperialist
aims of Anglo=~Pmerican capltalism,

(27) The deal with Darlan, the executioner of Vichy and
Hitler's collaborator, was designed to mointain French imperilal
relations, to win the allegiance of the French capitalists, the
colonial governors and military caste, The old system of colonial
oppression and super-exploitation remains unchanged; neither the
African natives nor the French colonial workers hsve acquired democ=
racy through &nglo-American occupatione '

(28) In Sicily AMGOT kept st their posts all but the most
notorious and hated fascist officisls as well as the same police.
The people are forbidden to carry on political activities; the
press is controlled. "The fascist label is removed," cables the -
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N.Y. Times reporter, "but the same men carry on the same functions,"

(29) This policy has been climexed by the deal with Marshal
Badoglio and King Victor Emmanuel, who supported fascism for niore
than twenty years and whose sole backing comes from ths industrial-
ists, bankers and big landowners. Loosevelt and Churchill are using
their armies and resources to prop up this military-monarchist dic-
tatorship, detested and distrusted by the Italian masses, They do
not want the Italian penple to have a govermment of their own frec
choice for fear that such a regime would make inroads upon capitalist
property and powera .

(30) The policies pursued by the Allied leaders in North
Africa, Sicily and Italy demousirate that their backing of the ultra=-
reactionary forces are neither accldental deviations nor "military
expedleﬁts" but flow from a calculated plan which is dictated by
the intercsts and necessities of the Anglo-American imperialists,
They provide a preview of the Anglo-American program in Europe.
These capitalist powers aim to impose new forms of servitude upon
the European peoples. They propose to crush all manifestations of
revolutionary independence by the European workers and to set up
military-monarchist-clerical dictatorships under the tutelage and
hegemony of Anglo-~American Big Business, They have conclugded an
alliance with the world-general staff of reaction and obscurantism,
the Vatican, to promote the realization of thelr counter~revolution-
ary schemes,

(31) The Allies cannot afford to sanction the slightest
democracy in Europe. Their armies have come, not to liberate, but
to subjugate the continent, The Allies shrink from encouraging
popular democratic movements of liberation because they fear that
these would release the powers of the working cless and flow toward
the channels of socialist revolution. Roosevelt and Churchill under-
stand thot it is not in the cards to establish stable "democratic"
capitalist gcovernments in Europe todsys Given free scope, given
their democratic rights, the European working class will not require
. overly much time to organize its revolutionary party, and to over-
throw all cof its cepitalist oppressors. The choice, from the Roose-
velt~Churchill point of view, 1s a Franco-type government or the
spectre of the socialist revolution. These movements cf emancipation
can develep and conquer, not in collaboration with Anglo—Amorlcan
forces, but only in struggle against them.

(32) By their attempts to replsce the Nazis as the masters
of BEurope the Allied imperislists will thereby transfer tc them-
selves all the consequences which precvented Hitler from ' pnc1fV1ng
the continent, The burning hatred of the Europcan peoples, now
directed and vented against their Nazi oppressors, will be turned
tomorrow with intensified ferocity against Yankee imperialism,
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(33) The greatest contribution American revolutionists can
make to the fight for socialism in Eurcpe is to expose these counter-
revolutionary aims; struggle relentlessly agalnst them; arcuse the
American workers against the reactionary program of Big Business
and awaken sentiments of solidarity with their hard-pressed class
brothers in Europe and all other parts of the world,

Significance of the Soviet Victories

(34) The prodigious vitality of the October Revolution is
strikingly demonstrated in the Red Army victories over MNazi imperial-
ism, Vhile France and Itsly, victors in the last war, crumpled before
invading armies, the Soviet Union stood up under unprecedented defeats
and losses and flung back the assault of the mighty Nszi military
machine, The superior pewers of resistance snd recuperation of the
USSR flow essentially from the fact that the prnletarian revolution,
which was crushed in France and Italy, conguered in the Soviet Union.

(35) The unbreakable will t¢ struggle and high morale of the
Soviet armies and peoples refute those renegades who, recoiling
against the crimes of the Stalinist bureaucracy, deserted the workers'!
state in its hour of mortal peril, They gave up the Soviet Union for
lost at the very moment when the state which issued from the October
Kevolution was about to exhibit unprecedented defensive powers in
the supreme test on the field of battle.,

(36) The USSR, by virtue of the social foundstions laid down
by the October revolution, still remains a workers' 'state in funda=-
mental contradiction with world imperiaslism, The reactions of the
Allies to the Soviet successes and their repercussions among the
capitalist rulers of the neighboring countries once again shows that
the imperlalists, at least, recognize this fact., The prospect of

further Red Army advances has terrified rather than encouraged the

"democratfce" capitalist world and produced a growing bresch between
the Kremlin and its Anglo-American allies, Despite Stalin's subser-
vience, the subsequent development of this division can and must lead
to an open break, and eventually to armed conflict, between the USSR
and Anglo-American imperiaslism.

(37) The "enigmatic" character of Stelin's policies which so
perplexes bourgeols commentators is explained by the contradictory
position of the Soviet bureaucracy which conducts its reasctionary
nationalistic policles upon the social foundations of a degenerated
workers state encircled by imperislism, Stalin's nationalist outlook
Impels him to bargain with the imperialists for territorial and
strategic concesslons on thg periphery of the USSR at the expense of
the betrayal of the international proletariat, The inevitable con-
sequences of such & treacherous policy have alrecady been demonstrated
by Stalin's dealings with Hitler, No sooner had Stalin's ally,
Hitler, conquered WGstern Eurepe than he hurled his might against
the Soviet Union.

A}
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(38) Stalin's Angle-American allies cannot act otherwise,
Once established in a dominating position upon the Ruropean contine-
ent, they, like Hitler, wculd of nocessity seek to surround snd
strangle the USSR in order to crush and dismember the Soviet Union,
rostore capitalist private property, and open up a vast now field of
resources for imperialist exploitation,

(39) Stalin is aware of the perils to the USSR implicit in
the conquest and consclidation of Eurcpe by the Anglo-Amecrican impere-
ialists over the prostrate body of Gormany, His forelgn policy can
appecar to be temporarily effective only if Europe is divided between
conflicting camps which can neutralize each other and permit him to
manecuver between them. 4 decisive victory of one over the other can
only be followed by war against the USSR,

(40) The Soviet Union could frustrate the imperialist designs
of the Anglo-American war-camp and securc itself against attack, by
stimulating and supporting revolutionary uprisings of the European
pecoples, But the Moscow ruling caste will no more dare to pursue
this course sgainst its present allies than ceainst Hitler, A vice
torious proletarian revolution in any major Luropean country would
soon sprecad across the borders of the USSK; arouse and heighten the
self-confidenco of the Soviet masses; regenerate the October revolu~-
tion and doom the hated Kremlin cliques

(41) Stalin's policy, bankrupt through and through, consists
in seeking a middle way between these twe principled lines. On onc
hand, he scts up "Free Germany" and "Freec Pcland" Committees and
supports the Yugislav Partisans and similar movements as counter=
welghts to Anglo-fmericsn influencc, He plays with the hepelessly
utopian and recactionary program of reconstituting pseudo-democratic
regimes upon e capitalist basis with a "fricndly" orientation towards
the USSR,

(42) But Stalin cannot turn bsck the whecl of history, It
is impossible to set up a new serics of Velmar fepublics in Europe.
Eithcr the sociallst revolution will triumph throughout Europe or
the helpless continent will become the vietim and vassal of Anglo-
Amcerican imperialisme, Either the Soviet Union will secure itseclf
in alliance with the European prcletariat or it will be cventually
destroyed by the imperialistse There arc no other alternatives. The
Stalinist burcsucracy is doomed in eithcr casc, It is not a new
"class" ps rencgades and philistincs denominatc 1it, but a parasitic
caste, transitory in nature.

(43) Those prcfessional defeatists who forcsee only a repe=
tition of the Spanish cvents in Stalin's political maneuvers in
Europe ignore the vast differcnce in conditions betwcen the Spanish
revolution and the coming Europesn revolutione A pre-war revolution
in the cormer of Europe cculd be isolated, strangled and sold out as
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part of the Kremlin's diplomatic maneuvers, A continental revolution
cannot be harngssed by any buresucracy, including the Stalinist, or
permanently held down by any imperialist power, including the fnglo-
American, .

(44) These defeatists ignore above all the independent revo-
lutionary action of the masses and assign them a purely passive rcle
as though Stalin and the Angle-American imperialists were two gangs
of butchers cutting up a dead carcess, The task of revolutionary
fighters 1s to arouse the masses for acticn in their own name, inde-
pendently of Stalin and the imperlalists, not to speculate, as passiva
observers, on thelr designs, and still less to take for granted the
success of these designs, '

(45) Another deal by Stalin with the German ruling class
would bring only a temporary respite in preparation for another
installment of the war., Stalin's attempt tq crush the European revc-
lution would, if successful, mean the installation of hnglo=-American
military power on the borders of the USSR polsed for military inter-
vention. There is no solution for the contradictions of Stalinism
any more than for the contradictions of imperialism,

(46) The,decisive'power in Europe 1is the revolutionary pro-
letariate Upon this fundemental social ferce we Trotskyists stake
our hopes and base our pelicy through all the twists and turns of
Stalinist end imperislist diplomacy. '

The End of the Comintern

(47) Stalin's dissolution ‘of the Comnmunist International ends
the cereer of an international workers organization which once, under
Lenin and Trotsky, was the vanguard of the world proletariat end the
hope e¢f all the oppresseds The history of the Comintern since 1924
under Stalin 1s a record of degeneration and capltulation which has
inflicted the most disastrous defeats upon the world working class,

(48) The successive steps in this process of degenerstion
after Lenin's death embrace the promulgation for the first time in
1924 of the theory of socialism in one ceuntry; the bureaucratization
of the Comintern and all of its partics; the expulsion of the Bolshe~-
vik-Leninist oppesition, first in the Russian party and then inter-
nationally; the capitulation of the German Communist Party, with its
600,000 members and its 6 million voters, without a fight to liitler
fascism in 1933; the systematic betrayal of the proletariat of the
world in the interest of the diplomatic policy of the Kremlin; the
mirder ef the 01d Bolsheviks; tho assassination of Trotsky; the be=-

‘trayal of the preletariat in the second world war, first te Hitler ’

and thon to Roosevelt and Churchilil.,

(49) Stalin's cynical repudiation of internationalism and



International proletarian organization renders the greatest ideologi-
cal service to capitalism which aims to kecep the workers divided along
nationalist lines and to dupe and enslave them with nationalist illu-
sions and prejudices, The renunciation of internationalism is the
renunciation of the. basic principles of scientific socialism, Ever
since the Communist Manifestc of 1848 proclaimed "Workers of the World
United" the Marxist movement has tsught that the emancipation of the
workers could only be achieved by their commen action on an lnterna-
tional scale, The First, Second and Third Internationals were all
originally organized to promote the class unity of the workers on a
world basis in struggle against the capitalist system for the crestion
of socialism,

(50) The Third International was born out of the expericnces
of the last World War, 1914-1918, From the first day of its birth
i1t taught the necessity of international solidarity and fought every
varlety of national self-inclusiveness, Now, a quarter of a century
later, when the bankruptcy of capitalism and its system of national
states has developed into its death agony, in thc midst of a second
world waer which threatens the existence of civilization, Stalin and
his traitor gang tell the workers there is n¢ nced of international
cooperation and organization.

(51) The formal burial of the Comintern does not signify the
end of Stalinist intervention in the world lebor movement, The Stal-
inists st1ll retain their organizations, their GPU apparatus and con=-
nections end remailn as always the cynical agents of the Kremlin's
foreign policies, The Italign events have shown the capacity of the
Stelinists for perverting the strugzgle of the workers, demoralizing
and betraying the working class, Thc strugele against the false
policies of the degenerstec servants of the Kremlin romains one of
the most important tasks of the rcvolutionary vanguard in Europe and
the rest of the world,

The Coming Triumph of the Fourth Internationsal

(52) The Third International which hss been buried by Stalin
in shame and disgrace nevertheloss left bechind the grecatest treasures
for the future, Its founders, Lenin and Trotsky, belong to us,

Thelr teachings, their example, thelr traditions arec ours, The record
of the long internal struggle from 1923 of Trotsky and his co-thinkers
and disciples 1s the basic literature upon which the new generation
which is destined to lead the revolution will be trained and educated,
The first four Congresses of the Comintern produced documents which
are the basic program of the movemcnt of the Fourth Internstional.

(53) Out of the Third International, long before it died and
was burled, came the Initliating cedres of the Fourth Internationsl,
The Fourth Internstional is today the only Intornational, It alone
carrles on the progressive traditlons of the First Two Internationals
end the work of the Comintern in its first years., Thc critical test



of the war has destroyed every other international grouping except
-the Fourth International, Nothing and nobedy can disselve this
International, the heir of thc Communist Intocrnational of Lcnin and
Trotsky. Today the numbers of the Fourth Intcrnetional arc small
but they exist in every important cmuntry. They src bound together
by common principles and a common goal. Their ideas are correct,
their program represents histerical nccessity, their victory is
assured,

(64) Under the banner of the Fourth International, World
Party of the Socialist Revolution, the workers and colonicl pecplos
will emancipate themselves from capitelism, fascism and war and
create the socialist society of pecace, freeodem and plenty for all
mankind,

RSN RN IR
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ADDITIONAL PARAGRAPHS FOR INTERNATIONAL RESOLUTION

(21A) - The Trotskyist parties everywhere have the basic duty
to expose and filght against the illusionsthat stable bourgcois-democrae
tic regimes, which have lost their materisl foundatlion, can be rostored
in Europes, They must wage ‘irrcconcilable warfarc agoinst the reformist
and Stalinist parties, and thoir perfidious "Pcoples' Fronts" which
attempt to limit the strugglc of the workers to this recactionery=-
utoplan program, The Fourth Intcrnational hos long ago forescen the
emergence of this gusstion in the first stages of the downfall of
fescism and hes spoken explicitly in rcegard to it., The program
adopted by the Founding Conference of the Fourth International (1938)
affirms that "once it broaks through, the revolutionary wave in fascist
countries will immediately be a grondiose sweep and under no circum-
stances will stop short at the experiment of recsuscltating some sort
of Weimar corpsc,"

(21B) The same program makes clear the valuc and necessity,
s well as the limitations and subordinate charoccter, of democratic
slogans es a means of mobilizing the masses for revolutionnry action.
"Such slogans at certain moments can play a serious rclc, But the
formulas of democracy (freedom of press, the right to unionize, cte,)
mean for us only incidental and episodic slogens in the indcpendent
movement Of the proletariat and not a democratic noose fastened te
the neck of the proletariat by the bourgeoisio's agents (Spein!) As
soon as the movement assumes somcthing of a mass charscter, the demo-
cratic slogans will be intertwined with the transitional ones;} fectory
commlttees, it may be supposed, will appear beforc the old routinists
rush from thelr chancellerics to organize trnde unions;sovicts will
cover Germany before a new Constitutional Assembly will gother in
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of the war has destroyed every other international grouping except
-the Fourth International., Nothing and nobedy can dissclve this
International, the heir of the Communist Intcrnational of Lenin and
Trotskye. Today the numbers of the Fourth Intcrnational arc small
but they exist in every important cemuntry. Thoy are bound together
by common principles and a common goale Their ideas are correcct,
their program represents histerical nccessity, their victory is
assured,

(54) Undor the banner of the Fourth International, World
Party of the Soclalist Revolution, the workers and colonicl pecples
will emancipate themselves from capitelism, fascism ond war and
create the soclialist soclety of pcace, freodem and plenty for all
mankind,
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ADDITIONAL PARAGRAPHS FOR INTERNATIONAL RESOLUTION

(21A) - The Trotskyist parties everywhere have the basic duty
to expose and fight agalnst the illusionsthat stable bourgcois=democra=
tic regimes, which have lost their materisl foundation, can be rostored
in Europes They must wage irreconcilable warfarc against the reformist
and Stalinist parties, and their perfidious "Pcoples' Fronts" which
attempt to limit the strugglc of the workers to this reactionery=
utopian program. The Fourth International hos long ago forescen the
emergence of this question in the first stages of the downfall of
foscism and hes spoken explicitly in rcgard to it, The program
andopted by the Founding Conference of the Fourth Interrnational (1938)
affirms that "once it breaks through, the revolutionary wave in fascist
countries will immediately be a grendiose sweep and under no circum-
stances will stop short at the experiment of resuscitating some sort
of Weimar corpsc,"

(21B) The same program makes clear the value and necessity,
as well as tho limitations and subordinate charscter, of democratic
slogans as a means of mobilizing the masses for revolutionory action,
"Such slogans at certain moments can play a serious rcle, But the
formulas of democracy (freedom of press, the right to unionize, cte,)
mean for us only incidental and c¢pisodic slogens in the indcpendent
movement 6f the proletariat end not a democrstic noose fastened tn
the neck of the proletariat by the bourgeoisio's agents (Spain!) As
soon as the movement assumes somothing of a mass charrctor, the dcmo-
cratic slogans will be intertwined with the transitional onesj fectory
committees, it may be supposed, will appear beforec the old routinists
rush from their chancellerics to organize trade unions;sovicts will
cover Germany before a new Constitutional Assembly will gnther in
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Welmar, The samc will bo true of Italy and the rest ef tho totalitar=
ian and semi-totelitarian countries," In all thec dcvelepments of the
military struggle and the shifts on the war fronts, in nll thc twists
and turns of impcrialist and Stalinist diplemscy, the revolutionary
militants need not the scarch for “new formulas" and improvisations
but to resolutely adhere to their program which was written not for

a dey but for this whele cpoch of wars snd revolutions,:
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PROPOSED._INT'ERNAT JONAL RESOLUTION
AS AMENDED BY MORROW

(1) === (19) == Same as in originai.

Problems of the European Revolution

(20) The decay of capitalism and the acuteness of class
conflicts forbld another extended period of bourgeois democracy for
devastated Europe. Interim regimes modelled on the Weimar Republic
may be set up here amd there as by-products of uncompleted revolution-.
ary movements. But they must by their very nature prove short-lived. -
They must give way either to the power of the revolutionary workers
or to military-police or fascist dictatorships.

(21) The proletarian revolution may begin in one country,
but no European country can make i1ts way out of the war and the cat-
astrophlic crisis of contemporary civilization by itself alone. Peace,
security and prosperity can be assured only by the economic unifica~
tion and the soclalist collaboration of the free nations of Europes.

(22) The slogan of "the Socialist United States of Europe"
is the central slogan against the counter-revolutionary schemes of
the U.S, bloc to dominate the European continent, Only on the basis
of the Socilallst United States of Europe will ruined and shattered
Europe rise again and reach new heights,

(23) The fact that the economic pre-conditions for an extend-
ed period of bourgeols-democraecy in Europe have disappeared doses not,
however, put an end to the role that bourgeoils democracy can play to
stem the advance of proletarian revolution., Just as fascism served
to halt the masses, so bourgeols democracy will now attempt to dis-
orient the revolutionary struggle against fascisme When no other
shield can protect them, the forces of capitalism retreat behind the
- protection of the democratic republic, This phenomenon will in all
likelihood appear in our epoch as it has in previous periods.

(24) Tomorrow, i1f necessary, the Badoglio regime will con~
cede general elections just as it had to concede factory committees.
It 1s of course the masses who wrest these democratic rights from
their oppressors. But the oppressors understand also the necessity
of sanctioning these democratic rights when they have no alternative.’

(25) The Italian events indicate that after the collapse of
fascism the bourgeolsie 1s prepared to evolve in the direction of a
bourgeois-democratic government, In all likelihood the collapse of
Nazism will likewise witness an attempt by the German bourgeoisio to
save 1ts rule by 'hiding behind bourgeoils~democratic forms. '

(26) This strategem of the European bourgeoisie will be
alded at the beginning by the inevitable revival of democratic illu-
slons among considerable sections of the masses, The intensification
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of natlonal feeling in Europe as the result of the struggle against
Nazi occupation, a progressive sentiment at the given moment, never-
theless can serve to feed demoeratic 1llusions about “new governments
of the people®™ after the collapse of Nazism,

(27) In Germany, Italy, Hungary, Bulgaria, etc., new genera=
tions have grown up without any knowledge of bourgeois democracy and
without active participation in political 1ife. After the collapse
© of fascism and military dictatorship, these masses must go through
a certain body of experiences before they will understand that theilr
needs cannot be satisfied within the framework of the democratic
republic,

(28) The principal parties which emerged after the fall of
Mussolini were the Communist, Socialist and Action (liberal) parties,
Since they were ruthlessly persecuted by the fascist regime, these
parties were not held responsible by the masses for the decades of
fascist rules Nor could the masses test the program of these partles
under the conditions of totalitarlian oppression, Programs can be '
tested only in the course of mass activity, i1,e., only after the
collapse of totalltarianism and military dictatorship. Hence it 1s
to be expected that both Soclal Democracy and Stalinism, as well as
centrist and liberal-democratic partles, will emerge throughout
Europe as the principal parties of the first period after the col-
lapse of the Nazils and their collaborators,

(29) The foregoing variant could have, been avoided only by
the growth of mass parties of the Fourth International during the
pest decade. However, conditions proved too unfavorable for such a
development., Under the persecution of the bourgeois "democrats,"™
the Nazis and their collaborators, and the Stalinists, the forces of
the Fourth International had to be gathered together on the European
continent under the most fearful conditions. Only the most heroic
struggle of tho small cadres of the Fourth International enabled
them to survive, and even to grow, under these conditions, That they
did survive and grow is thc most eloquent verification of the correct-
ness of the program of the Fourth International,

(30) All the objective conditions for proletarian revolution
exist in Europe. What remains lacking is the subjective condition -~
revolutionary Marxist partles leading a majority of the workers,.

The revolution is impossible -- or is doomed =-- unless it 1is led by -
a revolutionary Merxlist party, We must warn our European comrades
that the problem of building the party is still before them. Even
amid the gigantic convulsions which will follow the collapse of
Nazism, the slow task of educating cadres will reomain centrale

(31) In genersl, only cadrz olemsnts will be directly re-
cruited by our program and central slogan of tho Socialist United
States of Burope. To win thc masses will require linking oursolves
with them as we find them, with all their inexperience and illusions.
We must show them that we share their hopes while differing on how
to achieve thems Our task is rendered all the sasior by the fact
that democratic demands as a whole have a revolutionary character
today in Europe, if seriously fought for, beocause the bourgeols



governments cannot satisfy thems The Trotskyists must appear as the
most resolute fighters for democratic demandss freedom of assembly
and electlions, freedom of the press, trade unions and political
parties, etc. Our transitional demands -- for jobs and social insur-
ance, workers' control of production, etc., =-- are certain to play a
major role.

(32) If the war ends with U,S, imperialism dominating sec-
tions of Europe by such direct means as AMG and military occupation,
the democratic demand for national freedom is certailn to have as
much significance in the struggle against the “democracies™ as it has
had in the struggle against Nazi occupation. The revolutionary char-
acter of the national question under such conditions -- 1its democrat-
ic character tending to pass over to a proletarian-revolutionary con-
tent -- 1s to be seen in the partisan movements of Yugoslavia, Greece,
etce

(33) In general, as against the pseudo-democracy of the
bourgeoisie and thelr Soclal Democratic, Stalinist and centrist
collaborators, we must become the protagonists of the most thorough-
going democratic demands., Only in this way can we demonstrate to
the masses, through thelr own living experience, the content of
workers'! democracy =-- the dictatorship of the proletariat and the
Socialist United States of Europee.

The Role of the U.,S8 in Europe

(34) The role of Uo.S. imperialism as the attempted subjuga-
tor of Europe 1s clearly indicatede The sconomic interests of U.S.
imperialism drive it to nothing less than world mastery as 1its aim
including mastery of Europe. It must control Europe as against (15
other imperialisms (2) the Soviet Union and (3) the prolstarian
revolutions :

(35) For this task the U.S, requires allies in the various
countriess No force 1s too reactlonary for it: the Vatican, Otto of
Hebsburg, Darlan-Giraud, Horthy, the royal houses of Greece and
Yugoslavia, Franco and éalazar, the Rumanian camarilla, etc., ete.

(36) The kind of resistance that U,S., imperialism will meet
from other imperialisms is indicated by the debacle of its French
policy. It attempted to folst Darlan-Giraud, the most docile agents
3t could find, upon the French people. But this proved impossible
even béfore the Intervention of the French masses. The Gaullists,
representing French imperialism but backed by national feeling and
the Stalinists, were able to thwart Washington's plan., Roosevelt
was compelled to come to terms, on an unstable basis, with the Gaull=-
ist-Stalinist forces, French imperialism is certain to resist Wash-
ington domination even more forcefully when France is re-conquered.

(37) Britain as yot feels less than the Gaullists the need
to reslist U.S. penetration, thanks to Britain's role as the moste-
favored junior partner of U.S. imperialism, Nevertheless the alarm
in British capitalist circles concerning U.S. shipping and aviation
expansion in the post-war psriod, the British-U,S. open difference
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of interests in Argentina, etc., indicate that British imperialism
also will attempt to find another road than subservience to America's
plans for Europe. .

(38) The resistance of French and British imperialism will
impel Washington to lean the more heavily on the ultra-reactionary
forces in the smaller countrlies and on the Vatican, It 1s certailn,
as 1ts support of Franco, Salazar and Badoglio demonstrates, that
Washington will go far indeed in its attempt to foist clerical-
monarchist cliques on the nations of Europe,

(39) This tendency is dictated to Washington by the fact,
which the iImperialists understand no less well than the revolution-
ists that the narrowing base of European economy under imperialism
provides no stable basis for bourgeois-democratic republics, Any
bourgeois-democratie republics which would be established would be=-
come arenas for declisive struggle between the proletarian revolution
ard the imperialist world. Since they would be relatively more
favorable arenas for the workers than dictatorial regimes, Washington
will do all 1t can to foster fascist and military dictatorships,

(40) ©Nevertheless Washington will in all likelihood soon
find itself compelled to "sanction" democratic regimes in Europe for
the same reasons which impel the Italian and German bourgeoisie in
this direction, Naked military force alone is insufficient to
achleve the aims of U.S. imperialism; it must also resort to deceit,
1.6., bourgeols demoecracy, The pressure of the American and British
masses wlll also push Washington along this line,

(41) Systematic exposure of the reactionary role of U.S,
imperialism in Europe will arouse the American and British masses
to oppose the activitics of their gavernments. This task is an
elementary duty of revolutionsry Marxists in the U.S. Thoir work .
will, in turn, be enormously facilitated if their comrades in
Europe corrocﬁly conduct masc struggles for democratic demands
which will be understood and sympathized with by the American and
British masscs,

(42) The prodigious vitality of the October Revolution 1s
strikingly demonstrated in the Red Army victories over Nazi imper=
lallsme While France and Italy, victors in the last war, crumbled
before invading armles, the Soviszt Union stood up under unprecedsnted
defeats and losses and flung back the assault of the mighty Nazi
military machine, The superior powers of resistance and recuperation
of the USSR flow essentially from the fact that the proletarian rcvo-
lution, which was crushcd in France and Italy, conquerod in the
Soviet Unilon,.

(43) The unbreakable will to struggle and high morale of
the Soviet armies and peoples refute those who, recolling against
the crimes of the Stalinist bureaucracy, desserted the workers' state
in 1ts hour of mortal peril, They gave up the Soviet Union for lost
at the very moment whon the state which issucd from tho October
Revolution was about to exhibit unprecedented decfonsive powers in
the supreme test on the field of battle,.
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(44) The USSR, by virtue of the social foundations laid
down by the October revolution, 8till remains a workers' state in
fundamental contradiction with world imperialism, The reactions of
the Allies to the Soviet successes and their repercussions among the
capitalist rulers of the neighboring countries once again shows that
the imperialists, at least, recognize this fact,. The prospect of
further Red Army advances has terrified rather than encouraged the
"democratic® capitalist world and produced a growing breach between
the Kromlin and its Anglo-American allies,

(45) ©Nevertheless, despite present signs that this breach
1s growing, an agreement between the Kremlin and the Anglo=U.S,
imperialists 1s not excluded., If Stalin permitted the Nazis to
conquer Europe with the aid of the Stalin-Hitler pact, hc can like=~
wise surrender the initiative to the "democratic® imperialists for
a period.s Now, as before, Stalin pursues his fundamental policy:
defense first and foremost of the interests of the Soviet bureau-
cracye The Kremlin shares with the imperialists fear of the prole-~
tarlan revolution in Europe, which would inspire the Soviet masses
to oust the reactlonary bureaucraecy., As In previous dccades, the
Kremlln may now decide 1t has more to gain by collsboration with
the imperlislists than by accentuating gifferences. .

(46) We must give due welght not only to the fundamental
political factor (Stalin's nationalist-conservative policy) making
for an agreement as the aftermath of the Moscow Conference, but also
to the materlial factors which combine with that political faetor:
the gigantic extent of the dsvastation of the Soviet Union by the
Nazi 1nvasion, the loss of ten million Soviet lives, the relatively-
untouched condition of the Anglo-U.S. armies and material, the con-
tinued superiority of U.S, over Soviet production, etc.

(47) These material factors would play a minor role were
the Soviet Union led by revolutionary Marxists., The Soviet Union
could frustrate the designs upon Europe of the AngloeU.S, imperial-
1sts and secure ltself against eventual attack, by stimulating and
supporting proletarian revolutions throughout Europe. But the
Moscow ruling caste cannot pursue this course against its present
allles any more than 1t did against Hitlcr, Hence these material
factors constitute powerful prcssure upon Stalin to come to terms
for tho next period with the Anglo~U.S. Imperialists, desplte his
knowledge that the imperialists would utilizc that period to con<
solidatec themselves on the European continent for an eventual assault
agalnst the Soviet Union,

(48) On their side, the Anglo-U,S. impcrialists also have
wolghty reasons for coming to an agrcement with the Kremlin. The
alternative -- a Gorman-Soviet pcace soon -~ is a frightening spcc~
ter in Washington and London; they will go far to avoid it. 1In
addition to these immedlate military considerations, thc Anglo-U,S.
imperiallsts understand very well the value of the services of the
Stalinists to imperialists who are allied with the Kremlin: they
know that without the Stalinists it would have beon well-nigh im-
possible to crush the Spanish revolution,
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(49) 1In either case, whother the Kremlin broaks shortly
with the "democracies" or comes to further terms with them, 1ts |
policy will remain the same national-conservative one., In either
case, too, we remain defenders of the Sovist Union in spite of the
Kremlin's rcactionary policizs,

(50) Whether to improve its bargaining position within a
UsS, = British ~ Soviet alliance or as a counterweight to it, in
elther case the Kremlin sceks to bind to itself bourgcois rogimes
for long-term collaboration, The most notable examples are the
Benes and Gaullist governments. In return, the Kremlin places the
Stalinist-dominated working class movements in subordination to the
bourgeoisie of those countries, Essentially this is a continuation
of the counter-revolutionary Popular Front program.

(561) The Red Army victories have brought the Soviet Union
a prestige among the Europcan peoples unparalleled in recent years,
Progressive conscquences flow from thic facts the imperialists will
not find it easy to 1solate the Soviet Union, and the admiring
peoples will tond to emulate the Soviet overthrow of privatc property.
But until the Soviet masscs succeed in overthrowing Stalin and his
clique the prestige of the Soviet Union 1s appropriated by the para-
sitic bureaucracy. The power and ideological influcnce of Stalinism
will not wane under these conditions, The Italian events have shown
the capaclty of the Stalinists for perverting the struggle of the
workers, demoralizing and betraying the working class. The Stalin-
i1sts are the principal organized forco today in tho European working
class, We must warn tho workers against the terrible dangers which
Stalinism holds in storc for them. The Europoan proletariat must
ncver again permit 8talin to crush a rovolution as he did in Spain,

The Partisan Movements and Stalinism

(52) Tho devolopmonts in Yugoslavia and Greece have demon-
strated the revolutionary opportunitics arising out of the war and
the revolutionary capacity of the Europoan worksrs and peasantse
As a result of military defeat and thc consequent collapse of the
0ld governments, new rcvolutionary possibilities opencd in these
countries and wero selzed upon by the masses. The st ruggle of the
masses took the form of national resistance to the foreign invader.

(83) The Greek and Yugoslav partisans exhibit the indubit-
able features of mass revolutiocnary movements, Their resistancoe to
Nazl occupation is carried on independontly of and against the
"legitimate" Yugoslav and Greek governments and the supporters of
those governments., The partisans set up their own elective governe
ing bodles in territories reconquered from the Nazis, drawing into
them authentic representatives of the workers and pecasants, They
expropriate property and land of rich collaborators of the Nazis and
" turn them over for use to pcasants' and workers' committees, thus
exhibiting a tendency to go beyond capitalism, These fcatures of
the partisan movements dictate to revolutionary Marxists support of
those movements as against the ™legitimate" governments! forces,



(54) The Kremlin seeks to control these partisan movements
(1) in order to coordinate their activities with those of the Red
Army against the Nazis, (2) to strengthen the hand of the Soviet
Union vis-a-vis the “democraciles" and, (3) eventually most important
of all, In order to channelize these revolutionary movements to
limits satisfactory to the Soviet bureaucracy, The Kremlin's alms
in channelizing these movements are not as yet preclsely determined
but will depend in large part upon the further outcome of 1ts rela-
tions with the "democracies," Meanwhile, in order to win control of
them, the Kremlin 1s compelled to support the partisans! program
(land, elections, etc,) If Anglo-U.S.-Soviet collaboration contin-
ues beyond the war, the Stalinists will undoubtedly throw their
welight openly to the re-establishment of capiltallst regimes in
Greece, Yugoslavia, Poland, etc.s If there 18 an open break between
the “democracies™ and the Soviet Union, the Kremlin may seek to
nationalize property in Yugoslavia and other Balkan areas and rule
them elther through puppet governments or by direct incorporation
into the USSR, In the case of nationalization, revolutionary Marx-
ists will of course support that step while warning the masses
against the Kremlin's bureaucratic-totalitarian repressions.

(55) The aim of revolutionary Marxists 1s to free the par-
tisan movement from subordination to the national-conservative
policlies of the Kremlin. The partisan movement cannot retain its
present unstable character: 1t must either go back toward capitallsm
or forward to socialism, For the independent Soviet republics of
Yugoslavla, Greece and Poland] The partisan masses have accepted
the control of the Kremlin because they do not know its counter-
revolutionary character but think it represents the October revolu-
tion, Ve must prove to them that the struggle for the extension
of the October revolution can be waged only under the banner of the
Fourth International,

(Paragraphs 56-58 same as 52-54 in original resolution).
HHITH R
MORRISON_AMENDMENTS

(1) The first 23 paragraphs of the original resolution as
they are, with the proviso that Morrison will sti1ll have the right
to propose certain minor changes 1in expression, etc., after going
over them,

(2) The addition of paragraph 23 of Morrow's document, with
the following changes: In the third line, after ™can™ add the word
Tpossibly™; and in the last line, after the word ®capitalism" add
the three words "may seek to"; and strike out the last sentence.of
that paragraph.

(3) Add paragraph 24 of Morrow's document.
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(4) A new paragraph 25, as followss The Italian events ¢
{ndicate that after the collapse of fascism the bourgeoisie 1s pre-
pared to evolve in the direction of a bourgeols democratic government
in order to prevent the soclallst revolutions We do not exclude the
possiblity of the transfer of power to the workers immediately follow-
ing the fall of fascist dictatorships. It 1s necessary for our com-
rades to take this possibility into consideration at all times and
hence to put forward the slogans of Creation of Workers Councils and
A1l Power to these Councils as soon as the masses begin to move
against the fasclst reglme or any regime which may follow as a result
of a coup d'etat such as occurred in Italy, But we must also recog-
nize the probability that the bourgeoisie will make a serious at tempt
to save its rule by means of bourgeols democracy and the temporary
success of such an attempt because of the treachery of the social :
reformiste and Stalinists, the lack of a revolutionary party, and the
insufficlent political development of the worklng class,

(5) Add Morrow's paragraph 26, with the exception that:
in the 5th line of the paragraph strike out "3 progressive sentiment
at the given moment nevertheless™; strike out "inevitable™; and in
the first line change "will be alded at the beginning by the probable
revival, etc.™ to "may be aided, etc.”

(6) Add Morrow's paragraph 27. In the fourth line, strike
out the word ®must® and substitute the words “may have to."

(7) Add Morrow's paragraph 28, but in the second line from
the top on the next page, “parties will not be held responsible™
1nser§ "oy a large section of the masses for the decades of fascist.
rule.

(8) Add all of paragraph 29 of Morrow's document,

(9) Change paragraph 30 to reads (Retain the first sentence
as 1t is). Then, continue, "ihat is lacking 1s revolutionary Marxist
parties without which the success of the proletarian revolution is
impossible, To our European comrades we emphasize that the problem
of building the party is their main task, a task which amid the
gigantic convulsions that will follow the collapse. of fascism, can
be accomplished in a very short period."

(10) Paragraph 31 of Morrow's documents Strike out the

first sentence. Retain the second sentence, then continue as follows:
Mowin the masses will require linking ourseclves with them as we find
them with all their experience and 1llusions. We must show them that
we share their hopes while differing on how to achleve them, Our
task 1s rendered all the easier by the factes « e because the bour-
geois governments cannot satisfy theme® Then add the following:
rppearing before the masses with the fundamental slogans of the
Socialist United States of Europe and All Power to Workers Councills,
the Trotskyists must also show themselves as the most resolute fight-
ers for democratic demands." Then, follow up this sentence with the
demands as mentioned in Morrow's documents “Freedom of assembly and
elections; freedom of the press, trade unions and political parties,
etc.®™ These demands should be intertwined with our transitional



demands -- For Workers Control of Production, Soclal insurance, etc,
Then adds "and all of them connected with our fundamental slogans
of Soclalist United States of Europe and All Power to the Workers
Councils,™ . ,

(11) In paragraph 32 of Morrow's document: Retain the first
two liness; "T'he democratic demand for natlonal freedom is certain
to have verx great significance in the struggle for the proletarian
revolution. Strike out the rest of the section, ’

(12) Strike out paragraph 33 of Morrow's document ,

(13) The next section of Morrow's document should be sub~
stituted for the Committee!'s resolution on ™he Role of the United
States in Europe™ -- paragraphs 24 through 33 of the Committee's
resolution to be substituted by paragraphs 34 through 41 of Morrow's
document ,

(14) 1In the next section in the Morrow document on "he
Significance of the Soviet Victories and its Aftermath", retain
paragraph 34 of the Committee resolution,

(15) Retain paragraph 35 of the Committee's resolutlon
except in the second line, on the assumption that the word "rene-
gades® refers to the minority, remove the word "renegades."

(16) Leave in paragraph 36 of the Committee resolution,
(17) Leave in paragraph 37 of the Committee resolution,

(18) 1In place of paragraph 38 of the Committee resolution,
insert paragraph 45 of the Morrow document, but strike out: "never-
theless despite present signs that this breach is growing", and
continue "an agreement between the Kremlin, . . eto,™

(19) Add from Morrow's document paragraphs 46, 47, 49, 50,
and 51, with the following change in paragraph 51; in the second to
the last line, ™But until the Soviet mascses™, -- strike this out and
substltue the following: "At present because of the victories of the
Red Army the prestige of the Soviet Union has grown tremendously but
unfortunately it has been misappropriasted bx the parasitic bureaue
cracy." 1In the next sentence add the word temporarily™, so it will
read as follows: "The power and 1deological influence of Stalinism
has been strengthened temporarily," Then, as a substitute for the
balance of Morrow's paragraph 51, insert the followings "™As a result,
we must recognize a serious-danger to the coming European revolution,
The 8talinist bureaucracy will either help the capitalist democracies
in the attempt to crush the revoluticn by force or, if the revolution
assumes too great a sweep to be crushed, it will attempt to gain
control of 1t in order to save its own rules What Stalin has done
in Spain he will try to repeat in other countries of Europe. The
Continental European revolution will surely offer stronger resistance
than the Spanish proletariat, but the danger to the revolution from
the Stalinist bureaucracy is very great and we must constantly warn
the masses to struggle against this danger,



(20) Include paragraph 46 of the Morrow resolution,

(21) Strike out paragraphs 38 through 45 of the Committeo
resolut ion. ,

- (22) Strike out the whole section on "'he End of the
Comintern®™ in the Committee resolution. Retain the section on
the "Coming Triumph of the Fourth International.™

, (23) Retain paragraphs 52 through 55 of the Morrow documont
on "The Partisan Movements and Stalinism,"

R
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, LETTER FROM CASSIDY

\ July 23, 1944

I have seen so little of our press that I cannot say what
is the present stand of Polcom on most of the polltlcal questions
disputed at the plenum. On one important one we remain as far
apart as ever, if one is to judge from the Militant's June 10th
editorial, "Allied Plans in Europe", Nothing is more fatal in
politics than doctrinairisms the clinging to a formula which 1life
itself has outmoded., The doctrinaire editors of the Militant inslst
on repeating the formula, already clearly untrue last October, and
now absurds "'he choice, from the Roosevelt-Churchill polnt of view,
%i a granco-type government or the spectre of the socialist revolu~

Oone

I shall not repeat at length what I said in last year's
speeches and documents on the fact that “ehoicc"™ includes not only
what Roosevelt and Churchill initially decired, but also what they
now and in the future desire, or have to agree to. They wanted
Darlan-Giraude They would have %ggferred, perhaps, to stick to
Giraud, They were unable toe T ey had to choose to deal with
De Gaulle, compelled to do so by the pressure of the French under-
ground movement. Is the Gaullist movement a "Pranco-type government™
or 1s it not? If it is not == and I can hardly believe that Polcom
will say 1t is, then Polcom's formula sbout the "choice" of "Franco-
type government" must be dropped,

Another examples the June 10th editorlal says Churchill
"oame out unequivocally in support of military and pollce dictator-
ships. He spoke in glowing torms of the Badogllo governmont, ee™
This was Badoglio's second cabinet, constitutod with the support of
the six bourgeols-democratic and workers' partics. Did the Militant
comment on the significance of the change from Badoglio's first
cabinet -- which could correctly be called a policc and military
dictatorship -- to the second, which was somcthing quite differcnt?
T fcar the Militant did not, thanks to the "Franco-type" formula by
which it is ridden. In the Marxist lexlcon, what is a pollce and
military dictatorship? It 1is a rogime which (while free press and
unions etc. exist) does not have the support of the political organ-
1zations adhered to by a majority of tho politically active popula=-
tion. Could this be said of the second Badogllio cabinet. No it
was supported by the parties of the majority of the politicaliy
active population of Allied-held Italy. On the besis of what had
happened already then, I was able last October to predict the further
devclopment of this tendency toward bourgecois-domocracy. Ono oxcel-
lent comrade recently thought I was refuted by the fact that the
second cabinet, like the first, was headed by Badoglio, Since then
Badoglio has been pushed out altogether. But cvon had Badogllo re-
mained, the key to the character of the government would bc what

parties suggort it, Both Badoglio's last government and the prosent
one ve support of the parties which botray the masscs, which

S N
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deceive the masses, but which, nevertheless, at this stage lead a
majority of the masses, including the workers and peasants, Is there
a Procrustean bed in the Militant office on which the formula "Franco-
type government"™ can be stretched to include the Italian government?

I doubt it., ‘

The June 10th editorial speaks also of the preparations of
a "similar set-up®™ in Yugoslavia, Doecs this mean that the government
now formed with the support of the Stalinist-led Particsan movement
is a polico and military dictatorship? Ycsterday, if I mistake not,
our press recognized that the Partisan movement had the support of
the majority of the masses in Yugoslavia. Assuming they still for
the present continue that support, and we have no reason to assume
otherwise, can one call the government they support a military and
police dictatorship?

Why, let the Polcom explain why, 1t must cling to this demon-
strably false formula, Docs 1t make its proponents more rovolution-
ary? On the contrary, the formula falls to prepare our comrades
(1f our European comrades took it seriously; fortunatcly I doubt
that they do) for the revolutionary strugg{e against bourgeols-domo-
cracy, which bids falr to bo the main problem in Europo, rather than
the main problem alleged by Polcom, that of "Franco-typc governments",
And as bourgeois-democracy comecs to the forec, we seem to be in the
impossible position of having staked our fate on the prediction that
capitalism will stand or fall in defense of ®"Franco-type governments®™,
Would it were sol That capltalism had only this feeble weapon in
1ts arsenal! But it 1s not so, and we must speedily learn to
analyze correctly the arsenal of the class onemye.

* %* »
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2. The existence of "heated" argument in the Committee (mentioned
in the document). ,

3¢ The fallure of the Committee to formulate a unanimously accept-
able resolution before the final adjournment of the Plenum,

4, The veracity of statements made in the article, or a disclosure
of detalled information not publishable without endangering the
securlty of the party.

I view the raising of any one of these considerations in
connection with this document either as simply wrong or actually
damaging to the intellectual and organizational health of the party.
An examination of each of them 1s imperative so that a repetition
of the mistake made in this case 1s preventaed,

l, The fact of disagreement, It 1s impossible for me to con-
celve of a political party =-- representative of the vital, constantly
mutating needs of any class in our present soclety «- in which dis-
agreement will not occur in the leading and thersfore most political=-
1y conscious and experienced bodies, (Unless Stalin's "monolithism"
i1s proof to the contrary; and his methods of assuring unanimity of
thought are notorious and, to put 1t mildly, not acceptable to a
Bolshevik party. Even Hitler seems currentiy to be having trouble
with his “.monolit hism."¥)

Conslder the circumstances undor which the October Plenum
took place: the invaslon of Africa and Italy by the United Nations
had been effected; Mussolinl had been driven from power; fascism had
fallen to pleces in its oldest stronghold; the masses of Italy had
risen in rebelllion against the govornmental and social forms under
which they had suffered for morz than two decades; the problem of
the crcation of the instrument of revolution -- the Bolshevik party ==
was posed as an immediate impcrative for the proletariat of Italy.
In other words, the Plenum met at a momcnt -- the first of its kind
in the history of our present party =- when the question of the
physical and ldeological preparation of the masses for revolution
lay on our doorstepe. Hore was the beginning of the historic test
of our ability to apply in terms of the concrste noeds of a revolu=-
tlonary moment the body of our thoory, the inestimable wealth of
which we could now realize and demonstrate,

How 1s it concelivable that anyone can ask a body of people,
some of them engaged for a quarter of a century in an unrelenting
study and application of rovolutionary theory, to come together at
such an historlc moment and display such unanimity of opinion on the
application of that theory that a resolution drafted by three pcople
should be acceptable without modification and discussion by the
entire body? If that were possible and good, then 1t was a wasteful
thing for the party to spend its onergies summoning the Plenum at
all; then a small committes in the Center counld publish the final
formulation of the party resolution in the press without even sub=-
mitting it to a vote of the National Committce., If that were pos-
sible and good, then the entire Leninist principle of democratic.
centralism 1s a lot of wind!}




I don't know how other members may feel, but I shonld be
deeply chagrined if I knew it were possible for the leading body of
a Trotskyist party to meet under these circumstances and find no
occasion for argument and disagreement; such a party in my opinion
would prove itself historically defunct. And I should not be ashamed
to let the party know if dlsagreement existed,

2. The existence of "heated" argument, It seems that many
members of our party confuse heated argument over political matters
with personal quarreling. I challenge anyone to mention the name
of any revolutlonist worthy of the appelation who did not “heatedly"
insist upon the validity of his analyses and thoories! How dare any-
one propound theories of soclial change, which inevitably require self=-
sacrifice and suffering on the part of many, many peogle, if he is so
dilettante about them himself that he will not argue "with heat" for
thelr correctnessi

Do you doubt that there was "heat™ -~ and plenty of it} ==
in the Central Committee of the Bolshevik party of Russia when the
motion for the seizure of power was made by Lenin, and 2inoviev and
Kamenev voted against? Do you doubt that there was “heat" over the
discussion of policies at Brest-Litovsk, with Lenin and Trotsky (both
impeccable Bolsheviks) on different sides? Are you going to agree
with Stalin that Rosa Luxemburg was not a great revolutionist because
she dared have “"heated"™ arguments with Bernstoin and Kautsky =- and
Lenin? -

I=s 1%t a disgrace for the party to hear that its leadurs are
men so fervently devoted to their ideas that they will become “heatod'
in argument over the incorporation of thesc i1deas in a programmatic
roesolution of the party?

Se Inability to complete final draft of resolution before
adjournment, This, in my opinion, can Dec ontircly disrogarded as a
valld argument for withholding the docum;nt from circulation. In the
formulation of a resolution of such imporianco as the onc under dis~
cussion, i1t is quite usual that, after thorough discussion in the
leadling body, 1t is handod to a sub-committce for redrafting, Con-
trary to being a sign of weakness in the party, such a procedure 1s
an indication of a deeply responsible attitudo on the part of the
Committee.

4. Voraclty or disclosure of informetione This argument has
absolutely no place here. All of tho clrcumstancee relatod ars
accurately reported as far as I know and there 1s nothing in the doc-
ument which should not be published to the membership out of concorn
for the securlty of the party. ‘

These considerations, however, arc in my opinion all only
secondary. The argument I regard of prime importance in connection
with this incldent 1is one which contends that this documsnt, as wcll
as Comrado Morrow's original sct of amondmonts, should have beeon
immedistcly pgblished‘gg the party and the Committen'e failure to do
so was not in the best Intcrests of tho political devolopmont of the
party ranks,
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In my opinion there 1s nothing either in Comrade Morrow's
original set of amendmoents to the draft resolution nor in the docu-
ment presently under discussion which constitutes a challenge to any
of our fundamental theory; although insinuations to this effect were
made at the Plenum, no amount of urging brought one shred of proof.,
And I say that even if -- I shall go further and say, especially 1if --
this were true, the two documents should have been circulated to
every membor of the party, together with the party resolutions., 1In
my opinion the education of the party demands thiss

How does the leadership of a Bolshevik party go about the
serious business of formulating a political position when an historic
event demande 1t? Does it go Into a seance and emerge, after some
kind of mysterious rite, with the Word of God? Is it possessed of
some kind of esoteric quality of discernment miraculously bestowed
upon 1t by a high vote at the convention? Or 1is it a body of revolu-
tionary scilentists who come together, with their varied experionces
and backgrounds and degrees of theoretical development, to discuss
the problem at hand in the light of Marxist principles of analytical
method? Now indeed, grey theory must take on the green of life.

What better way 1s there to educate tho membership than
through the dissemination of the arguments of the party lecadership
in arriving at a pollcy? How better can an interecst in the mastery
of revolutlonary theory be aroused than to show in life itsolf the
meanling of thesoc ordinarily dull and difficult principles? Is thero
anything detrimental to the morale of the party to have the membeor-
ship see what circumstance is considerecd of prime importance by one
party leader and how another can belicvo some other factor to be of
greater lmportance =-- and how they can both bo proven partly wrong
and partly right (in the truc dialectie way)? Is thore anything more
enriching to the Intelleetual development of a worker in the party
than to engage vicariously, through thc reading of party documents
of this sort, in the delicate and inspiring business of woighing one
soclal and political factor against another in o living rcvolutionary
complex and welding a stecl Bolshevik program from the correct in-
tegration of a groat number of historical factors -- and from the
rich and divergent expericnces and ideas of the members who makc up
the lecading body? Is thore any better way to cncourage a rank-and-
file membor of the party to have the courage to think on political
mattcrs, than to have him sce that nobody in the revolutionary move-
ment -- not even Marx or Engels or Lenin or Trotsky -- was born with
a "B" for.Bolshevik on his chest; that everyonc in the movement
learns from everyone clse and that one bourgeols adage which is
worthy of retention after the revolution is that "the only man who
never makes a mistake 1s the man who never doss anything?®

Our Marxist movement is bolng constantly assaulted by its
very nolsy critlics with the false accusation that we are either a
willlingly blind mass saying an habitual M™amen® to tho opinions of a
slngle man or that we cling with sterile rigidity to a %sct of dogmas"
used as a substitute for thinking. Is there any better way of scotch-
ing such canards than to permit public discussion of such matters as
the one dealt with hore within the ranks of the party at least? (I
shall go further and say that in this caso I sece no reason why the



~ 30 =

discussion of this resolution should not have been made public in
our press).

In my opinion the handling of this document and of the Morrow
amendments to the draft resolution had a deleterious effect organiza-
tionally upon the party. Consider the prepcsterous position in which
Committee members found themselves in reporting to the branches on
the Plenum deliberations. we had to tstate that such "heated" argument
took place that the Flenum lasted a whole day longer than scheduled,
that we hardly got beyond the first point on the agenda before the
Plenum terminated 1ts cessions -- and could not tell what had been
the essence of the diseussion! 1 myself cannot concelve how a con-
scientious member of the National Committee could bring himself to
make such a report, but I heard two members do s=o. What has resulted?
Not one single politically develcped member of the party has been
able to accept the crippled reports presented in Cctober. There has
always been some unhoalthy air of mystery surrounding the delibera-
tions of the party at that Plenum. Can anyone argue that thls state
of affairs contributes to a heightening of party morale? Never!

Now the party will have to discuss this document and the
Plenum discussion will come out into the open in the party for the
first time. I get no comfort out of the fact that thls has come as
the result of treachery on the part of one of our members and the
cheap political shenanigans of a rival organizatlcn.

The serious question of the "leak"™ in our organization is
st111 with us. Sfuch a lack of party loyalty as this should be made
impossible in our ranks. I don't, however, think 1t possible for
any organization to rid 1trelf entirely of the danpger of leakss. A
Rrgliability hypodermic" cannot be administered to every reciplient of
a party document and the 1ndividual member must have within himself
so high a depree of devotion to the interests of the party that such
an act as this would be impossible to him. I do think it 1s entirely
possible for the morale of the party, especially of the leading
bodies, to be of such a quality that matters which actually concern
the security of the party can be kept entirely within our ranks.

This means that the fleld of things about which discussion is declared
impermissible must be narrowed to its essential limits.

I think it should be recalized by the leading committee that
the diccussion of matters »f party pollicy in respsct to historic
events cannot be kept down in the party; not if the party is alive!l
And to place a prohibition upon ruch matters as the one here at issue
is to go out of the way to invite carelessness. I repeat: the
National Committee or the Political Committee has a right to declare
gglgglgg 1t discusses secrot; but it must use discretion in this and
must see that every single matter which should be discussed without
damage to the party is difcussed. (I hope no onu interprets me as
meaning that every petty detall which comes before the Committee
should be made the subject for internal discussion; I am talking about
matters of broad party policy and most especially about the particular
matter of the Plenum discussion on the Italian events). That 18 the
only way consciously to raise the political level of the party ranks
and to inspire an unshakable confidence in the collective wisdom of
the party leadershlip.

hugust 6, 1944 HFHHH
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SUPPLEMENT TO DISCUSSION ARTICLE
ON MORROW DOCUMENT

By Lydia Bennett

August 13. I am now reminded that there were two reasons given for
not presenting the Morrow article of criticism to the party member.
ship:

le Inability to reverse a Plenum decision.

2, Inopportune moment, due to immenent jailing of our
leading comrades,

As far as the first objection goes, this simply shifts tho
burden of responsibility from the P.C. to the Plenum 1tself,

In the case of the second objection, I feel that acceptance
of this reason casts a very unfavorable light on the status and
training of the party membershlp and serves only to place sharper
emphasis upon my general contentions that the responsibility of the
leading body of the party 1s to train the ranks in the technlque
of political analysis and decision; 1t cannot look upon the party
membership simply as an instrument for applying the declislons of the
leading body but must also regard the activity of the ranks as an
integral part of the process of arriving at oplnions and decisionse

For the last several years it has been commonly accepted by
every conscious member that a revolutionary party functioning in
this historical environmecnt faces a constant danger of having its
leadership handicapped in 1its functioning if not actually physically
removed by the forces of the class enemy., After July, 1941 (two
years and three months befors the date of the Plenum in question)
our party operated in the certain knowledge that our leadership was
working against a deadline in its free functioning. In this period,
ironically granted us by the slow processes of the law, the leader-
ship of the party should have used every conscious measure to cultl-
vate the general political level of the rank and file by utilizing
every possiblec instrument for training the membership in the methods
of Marxist thought and analysis., The precparation of a substitute
leadership was the first task of the moment.

Why, then, was the substitute lcadership in January, 1944
considered of such remarkably inferior quality that it could not be
trusted to organize a discussion on the most important political
occurence of our recent history? And is it possible that the member-
'ship could not be trusted at all in this respect, since the roason
given by the PoC. implies that the launching of such a discussion
would result In some kind of uncontrollable disorder in the party
ranks? Does this mean that, had our leadership been more completely
and permanently removed from our midst, the party would have come to
%Ei GE? gs an organization capable of facing and solving problems of

s nd?
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The indictment constituted a warning that direct leadership
would have to move somewhere else iIn the party for a short time at
least. The disturbing fact that more than two years after this warn-
ing, the leadership considered the party incapable of making up its
collective mind correctly through discussion on a vital politiecal
matter has only one explanation: the party had never been correctly
oriented toward the political education of its entire membership,
That education 1s not effected by exhorting the members to read, nor
even by supplying reading lists and educational outlines, but by
involving the membership directly in the formulation of party policy
on fundamental political questions,

Even, however, 1f one were able to accept the second argument
in connection with the Morrow article, certainly that reason did not
apply 1n full force to the publication of the draft resolution pre-
'sented by the Plenum majority and the Morrow-Morrison amendments,

For at thc moment of the Plenum the refusal of the Supreme Court to
review our case had not been declared and no one in the party believed
that the actual jailing would occur as soon as it did (the lawyers
spoke confidently of a year or more extension of grace)., This would
mean that, had the leadership trained 1tsclf and the party in the
healthy process of party-wide discussion of political matters, the
two plenum documents, plus an unlimited number of supplementary arti-
cles on the issues under discussion (supplied by othor members of

the leading body or even by rank-and-file members) would have been
automatically prepared and circulated in the form of bulletins, if
not actually printed in the public press,

There 1s further evidence that the failure to bring the dis-
cussion of the Italian events to the ranks of the party did not hinge
upon the Supreme Court action but sprang out of a goneral policy in
the handling of such important matters. Mussolini was driven from
power in July, threc monthe bofore the Plonum, Disagreement in the
analysis of the Italian events was rcvealed in our party less than a
week after the first break in Italy., Morrison wrote a critical arti-
cle in his column; in Chicago I had a heatcd discussion in the branch
with another member of the N.C. over an evaluation of the eventse
If the party had boen sensitive to the importance of clarification
in the face of such a diffcrencec of approasch and analysis, then a
party discuselon would be natural and free, (In passing, I should
like to remark that cne of the reasons why our political dilscussions
when they do arise are so heated 1s that they are considered abnormal
and slightly 1llegitimate by the bulk of the membership; this clircum=-
stance in itself 1is an index of 111 health),

Can anyone cite a good reason why immediate and free dis-
cussion should not occur in the ranks of the party over an event of
such moment as the beginning of a r¢volutiocnary developmont in a
fasclst country? What kind of commentary upon the intellectual
vigor of the party is it that such discussion did not occur in the
renks but was confined to the limits of the National Committece? How
can ono account for such apparcnt unanimity of thought on all detaills
of policy in a revolutionary political body? (I say apparent unanime-
ity because, happily for my peace of mind at loast, I know that among
the rank-<and-file thero was some thought and questioning but the
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party offered that invaluable manifestation of intellectual allve-
ness no channel for either growth or correction).

The prime reason for the calling of the October plenum was
the formulation of a resolution on the Italian events. The party
leadership recognized the existence of disagreement and moved ==
correctly -- toward the extended discussion of these differences and
an attempt at the formulation of what i1t would consider a clear and
correct document., There is nothing in Bolshevik proecedure which fore
bids the open discussion of a question in the ranks of the party
before the leading body comes to a decision, The convening of a
plenum of the leading body has in innumerable instances been the
result of relatively long and hested discussion within the party
which demanded official formulation. Certainly, if the plenum occurs
largely as the result of a recognition of disagrcement on an import-
ant issue (even i1f it has not been made public in the party), then
it is incumbent upon the leadership to acquaint the party fully with
the nature of the disagreement and the basils upon which compromise
was finally reached.

I wish now to raise my voice here, acs I have on several
other occasions, against the bringing in of a red herring in the
form of "We can't afford to have the party turned into a debating
soclety." There is only onc othner phrase which can arouse in my
soul such homicldal paesions and that is the one which goecs “Don't
you know there's a war on?"

I have been In the communist movement for twenty-threo years
and I have not yet ever met or heard of anyone in our section of the
labor movement who wanted to have a debating society instoad of a
political party -- never! (Theorc may have been periods when we were
in almost complete 1solation and did too much talking, but that was
not because anybody wanted a "debating society" but because at that
moment there was nothing else we could dol) I will go further and
say that in my opinion it would be impossible, even if the membership
so wished, to turn a political party of tho proletariat (based on
Bolshevik prineciples, in the year 1944, in the midst of a world war
and on the threshold of the world prolectarian ravolution) into a
debating societys Even ultra-loft groups like the Revolutionary
Workers League and thc Proletarian Partz have found it impossible
to maintain all their "debating society® characteristics., How mush
less possible would it be for our party, now actually rootcd in the
organized labor movement at a momcnt of imminent mass upheavall
Life itself would frustratc any attempt to "turn our party into o
debating society,."

In my experience this argument when it is raised generally
bears evcery earmark of an ignorant assault upon the neccemsity for
theoretical clarity before action can be undertaken. I say that when
this argument 1s raised, it becomes incumbent upon the one raising
it to prove that argument of the 1ssue in gquestion would be wastcful
of party time and would turn The party into a debating society. Is
1t possible for anyone to boliove that a discussion of the Italian
events, four months aftcr their occurence, could turn us into a
debating socloty? Are these events not fraught with political
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implication? Are we not organized specifically to discuss the pre-
paration of the revolution when history moves in its direction (and
even when 1t does not)? Haven't we waited twenty.three years to
analyze this very moment and these very incidents and on the basis of
our analysis, to organlze for action?

Now let us look at this danger of "degeneration into a de-
bating society” which hangs so menacingly over our party heads. In
the two years since the last convention a few important things --
political thingst -- have happeneds the whole population of the
United States has been mobilized, militarily and industrially; North
Africa has been invaded and conquered by the United Nations; Italy
has been invaded and the beginnings of a revolutionary struggle have
occurred; eighteen of our comrades have gone to jall; the Russian
armies have swept the Nazi forces back through Europe and established
Stalinist domination in a number of places beyond the Soviet borderss

I know that there is not one single event listed here on
which there has been gomplete unanimity of attitude in the party; and
I repeat that, contrary to being achamed to admit such a fact, I
find myself reassured upon the state of the intellectual life of the
party. On how many of these matters has an organizod discussion
(not necessarily debate, mind you) been launched by the National
Committee? NOT ONE} (Through the medium of an internal bulletin,

a heated discussion on the Dialectic got started by accident in some
branches, but 1t was not organized nationally and was called off
after short duration).

: We are not being smothered in useless discussion. On the
contrary, we are facing inestimable difficulty, not to speak of
danger, if our membership is not rapidly and consciously trained in
the application of the method of Marxism, Leninism and Trotskyism to
the probleoms it faces, locally, nationally and internationallye. The
importance of the incident of the Morrow document lies only in its
epitomization of a general circumstance in the party which in my
opinion must be corrected through the concecrtoed attention of every
single member from the highest body downe
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