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THREE POINTS ON THE
SOVIET C P CONGRESS
by M, Bernz

1, To the typically reformist notion that the masses represent an infin-

itely malleable force, without a historic direction of their own, nor
a means of attaining it; that they must consequently remain forever dependent
upon the brains and benignity of their "betters", be they statesmanly reforuers,
or revolutionists like a Marx or Trotsky: this is not without its antipodal
notion: that thc masscs arc not only cverywhere; but arc manifest in every
action; are forcver investing thesc actions with their own content. This
notion, pursucd & bit farthcr by thosc who cmbrace it most warmly, will land
thom amang the very dcvils of spontuncity, automatism, and liquidationism itself,
which they othcrwisc cxorcise so hotly,.

4 whole succession of cvents, prior to, or ussociated with tho rcpudi-
ation of Stalin, have domandcd oxplanution, Explaining thom with the formula of
“prossurc of tho masscs", whilc not without its moral attractivencss, noverthe-
less falls short of the rational rcquircment,

How arc¢ tho following cxplainod thoreby? The roveyrsul of thoe postewur
buffer zone and Soviet purges; the reversal of the KromlineTito fcud; the
stopping~up~and-down of thc "supremc arbitcr", kulunkov: how arc thcso, and
othors ~-- including thc cxhuming opcration on Stalin, thus cxplainablc, cxcopt
as a succession of odditices? oach with an oxplanatory bedtime tajo appcendod?

The specific answer muct ovidently lic amid the intruburcaucratic rcola-
tionshipg, That is where tho puttorn lcuds to, 'Whut thoso shifting forcus fur-
thor rcfloct,. outside thoemsclves, is horc another mutter; und if wo must adduce
the pressure of tho masscs, wo must also tukc notc of what is objoctively abgsent,
rcvolutionary-wisc, no less than of whut is prescnt:

Herctoforo, rovolutionc of uny modern conscquence, have comc in the wake
of warg; and gencrally, in thosc countrics where the burdons of militury dcefoat
worc added to thoso of war itself, Further: revolutions urosc when living condi-
tions sank to or bclow the absolutc impoverishment which Murx doduced to bo the
ultimatce fatc of the working masscs undor cupitalism; and this rules out, incident-
ally, any argument rootcd in a condition of rclative impoverishment,

Onc further point on the musscs:

If tho nussys roprescnt the constunt out of which all ovents shupc thom-
sclves, thoy also, bocuusc of this, becomc thosc "musscs" out of which all radical
dcmagogucry shapes itsclf, Whorous finding "tho musscs™ whero thoy arc not may be
gomcthing of an crror, it can thus puss, at loust, us somcthing of a virtuc,

This sort of thing is b.st met houd-on, Herc, wo disponsc with all ritual
genufloctions in the diroction of "thc musscs",

2. The nuss actions, from Vorkutu to Hungury, arc clear on at lcust two

points: (1), that thorc is comsidcrablo resistuncc to the burcaucracy;
und (2), thut this resistunce tunds to lic peripheral to tho muin body of tho
Qeosous involved, the Sovict prolctariat,

Theso, of coursc, would scem to have a morc weighty pursuasivencss than
any who~donc~it yarn about this or that gung of burcuucruts doing=-in anothcr. And
tho quustion of who killed Joec Djugushvili, likc the tulc of who kalled Cock Robin,
mcy not loom too importantly at this cnlightcncd stuge of tho discussion, But tho
qucstion of who killed Joo Djugushvili's ghost -- whosc pressurc compollod tho
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ropudiation of thc Stulin myth: the muss.s or the burcaucrucy: +this happens to
be the nub of the quostion., If wo fit this into the rost of the bizarro puttcrn
of shifting burcuucratic wcights, it too must symptomizc some stuge in this pro-
cces, To thoen rush forward with a truism: "but all this only rceflcects nuss
precssuro": is, incscupably, truc; and ulso, irrolcvant, For tho muss pressuro
is always therc, And Vorkuta, Bast Gormany, Polund, Goorgia -~ right through to
Hungury; plus tho 20th Soviot GP Congress: mnixes two lin.s of cviduncc, two
arguncnts -- cach with its own conclusions,

HMoroover, dragging tho ropudiation of Stulin in to provo muss pros-
suro, aside from being un instonce of o who-donoeit arguucntution otherwisc
scornod, forg.ts thut tho whole burden of Khrushchuv's rovulutions wero: thut
Stulin wes @ scourgo of the burcaucracy -~ from the vicwpoint of a burcuucrut
addressing burcuucrats, For the workers who hud felt Stalin's bonovolunce ut
thoir bernches and at their tublos, thesc revolutions uceded to bo trunsluted in
order to bc properly appruciated; ond what sympothy this would gain tho ug-
grioved burcaucrats, remains uncleur,

Howecver, this nuch is clour: to the massos of burcuucruts, in thoir
nillions, it «ll mado sensc, And for onc scction of tho burcvuucrucy scoking
mass support ugoinst anothcr scection, it wlso ncdo sunsc,

3. Asidc from u changed rclationship to the uesscs, the intraburcau-

cratic rclationships wero shifted as a rcesult of tho war, Tho weight
and importancc of thc military was inercusod; and with tho rcconstruction, tho
growing weight of thce industrial burcaucrucy wus acc.loratcd, Furthor: the war
crecutod o buffer zonc burcaucrucy, dependont lcss upon tho policce for its pro-
tection, than upon the military for its very cxistence,

Thoso recprescnted the main targoets of Stalin's lust purge. At tho
point whorc tho purge had alrcady doevourcd thoe buffer burvaucrucy -- the "woukost
lirk" in tho burcuuecrutic chain, its docisive links jnside the Soviet Union
struck back, i

Tho purgc=pogroia churucter of this lust purge, furthor, indicutced a
strugglc too shurp to couccrn itsclf wbout appourcnces, 4wmid the creop-und-cruwl
of burocaucratic wildlifc, anti-Scnitisnm is us good a woupon as wny for its divis-
ive offcet upon un oppouent forcs, Thus, tho buffer zone burcuucrucy, with its
disproportionatc number of Jewish Stulinist figuros, reproscutced a logicul first
step in the purge. So too, the snuffing-out of the "doctors' plot"™, und with it
the fusc thut lod to the rest of the burcuucrucy, was w no less logicul lust step,

It wus no smull achievment for Soviet wedicul science, this iurk of
confidence ~-- ufter fulling to suve Stulin's life,

To those comrudes quick to sev concessions: to whom wus the
purge-pogrom & concussiun?! Leaving uside its intruburcuucrutic aspect: in
what direction could, say, the llunguriun nusses have boon moving if this rep-
resented « conccssicn to them?

(March 10, 1957)
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THE TWENTIETH SOVIET CP CONGRESS AND THE HUNGARIAN UPRISING

by M . Beruz

1. The Party took the 20th Congress as evidence thut « historicully new
Soviet proleturiut hud entered the initial stuges of a rovolution uguinst the
bureuucrucy. The subscquent uprising in Hungury, consequently, was seceun us w
confirmation of this thesis, However, us such a coufiruution, it wus noteworthy
on ot leust two counts; (1), it cume with sturtling prouptness; and (2), it cuuse
in the wrorng pluce,

Politicul prognoscs, whother wxplicit or iuplied, seldow ueet with
even such signal success, Ard when they do, we could wo worse thun ro8xuaine
then, Otherwisc, we ure left with the over-finc feoling thut we hod besn wiser
thun we knew, In this instunce: if the Soviet proleturiut wus sceii us the force
now prepuring to svttle accounts with the bureuwucrutic usurpution of its cluss
power: why did the Hunguriun proletariut, without even the experience of over-
throwing its own bourgeoisic, suddenly luup iuto the forufront of the struggle?

The unswer, ut best, might be culled un ulpebruic one., As nuter-
ialists, und us deterninists, we ussume somc cornection, But whut is it? Ref-
erences to "weukest links", by conferring o certuin pluusibility upon the nuin
contention, only multiply the question nwurks,

2, The 20th Congress scurcely crowned a series of bull 's-oyes for us,
Starting only from the demise of Stulin, the developients caught us wide~syed
- at pructicully every stop., The immediute reversul of Stiulin's lust purge; the
demotion of the politicul police, und umputution of its heud; the vlevution of
what we held to be un indispensable supreue urbiter, and his subsequent retire-
nent to the waistline of the burecucrutic swumit: +these aud siailar phenouenu
symptonized o profoundly mistakc:i conception ou our purt. -

The denotion of the secret police, and evidently, the parallel pro-
motion of the military, has been regorded by us as respousive to uass pressure,
Wherein the net concession lies, taking both of these, it is difficult to sce.
For both are instruuents of suppression, However, cuch specializes i suppres-
sing differcent scctors and levels of rusistance. The secret police attacks it
at its molecular level; and the individual, rather than the mass, is its wain
preoccupation, lloreover, as a bonapartist formation rising above the bonapartist
burcaucracy itself, a disproportionate aiount of its euergies arv devoted to
keeping the ruling stratum itself atomized,

The wuilitary, on the other hand, is fit mainly for the suppression
of more or less large-scale resistance; where it has outgrown the capacities of
the police; or where their mode of supprussion is irapplicable in the first place,

This :ay lcad sone to deduce again, by this route, the revolutiou
against the burecuucracy, The bureaucracy however, if reasoncbly saue, would,
whatever else it did, scarcely boil down its police arm in the face of it;
would scarcely set out to inke a happier interunal life for itsclf when its sur-
vival was at gtoke,

When the bureaucracy installed the wilitary as its strong right aru,
it was evidently because it saw, right after Stalin's death, what wo have seen
only recently: the Hurgarian uprising; the revolt of the buffer zone, Here,
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among variously alien peoples, conquered militarily; and torn frou capitalism
nilitarily; it needed the nilitary, At home, it wos sufficiently otherwise for
it to decapitate and dissect its secrot police; to expend an old suprene arbiter,
and dispense with o new one,

3. Of the several possible interpretations of the 20th Coun,ress, we
have seized upon ardemphasized ons, The fact of a vastly increased Soviet work-
ing class scened to point leftwaids, in a revolutionary direction; aud this not
sinply in the general historic sense, but also in the particular, the iunediate
sense, The error is not o new one; nor one devoid of distinguished precedents:
Morx and Brgels were not beyond making it,

However, the basic direction of the bureaucracy, and of the burcau-
cratized workers' state, has been rightwards, towards capitalisu, Apparocnt
lapsos from that course, have been clarified by tiue; indeed, by Pelund cnd Hune
gary today, For after, not only the smoke -- but after the discussion about tho
smoke has clearcd away, at least this should be clear: +that the revolution,
burcaucratically extended, becomes infocted with counterrevolution by that very
extension,

To rcason as though this wore ot so, is to reason Stalinistically,
is to filch, as good coin, a bit of "socialisia in one country" itseif,

4, With Stalin's departure, the burcaucracy has sct out to stabilize
itself more extecnsively than ever before, It had, of course, already devised
full-blown institutional supports for itself, Fron the various special services
it extracted fromn the state properties, and frou the stute-enmployed working
force; from its sundry enbezzlenents on an every-uan~for-hinsclf basis; it had
further rcached the stage where the owmership of state bonds was an accepted
featurv of Stalin's socialisn,

But if sonething was still lackiug, there was ulgo souething supor-
fluous: the supreme arbiter; the suprene secret police, These louned the whole
caste too heoovily upon and benecth the precarious props of iufellability and
terror, Stalin's departure, whcther wholly naturcl or burcaucratically expedited,
is not, consequertly, sinply a who-done-it question, The subscqueunt fute of the
corporcal Beria; and then of the mythical Stalin; pcints, if a Lit shakily, to a
similar fate for the corporeal Stalin, If they begun disuantling hin and his hand=
iwork the morning aftcr his denise, it is uot unnaturwl to suspect that they had
& hand in it the cvening before, And if the old ruffian had outlived his uscful-
ness to this extent: whct inner antagonisia of the bureaucracy's wus thus resolved
or relieved?

Further: 'hy were the secret police brought down with such ease
after the suprene arbiter's departure? Could this have obtained without an
already-cxisting bclance of forces to facilitate it? If the suproue arbiter
fornerly rested upon the apex of a police pyranid, the police, it sewuus, were
by now leaning on their apex, With the arbiter bodily reuwoved; and with the
police then clipped of head and wing; the uythical Stalin was then plucked in
its proper order of succession, And with it went the beak and gizzards of the
purge syster which had terrorized the bureaucrccy for so long,

But other novelties also presentcd theusclves, The aruy becaue
frce of the so-called connissars; that is, the secret police, 4nd the industries,
the industriel bureaucracy also rid itsclf of thou,
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S, The Soviet bureaucracy, we know, is ecououically rooted in the
sphere of distribution, Fulfilling 1.0 role in production in the historic
sense, it is thus rogarded by us cs an unstable social formatiou, devoid of
the necessity, and hence the viability history counfers upon a true class,

The burcaucracy is nevertheless organically iupelled towards pro-
duction, Bourgeois norms already apply in distribution. 4nd frou here, they
are forever seeking to invade the productive sphere, The trusts, one way or
another, reach for sinilar norms to objectively and subjectively derine both
their inner and external relationships; to cuploy not ouly the .ieasure of vulue
ideally, in the books; but to verify ecch value cmpirieally, through oxchange
and circulation.

But as long as the police reared above the rest of the caste, tho
law of value, and all that it ncant, was held at bay by the fraueup-and-firiug
squads, From the bureaucracy itsclf, no better safeguurd for the proletarian
character of the property forms could be forthcouing, With this ualign guardian
torn fron then, they cannot but feel thc difference,

Rightwards, at the other pole of thu buresucracy, stunds the induse~
trial hierarchy, the directors and the anagers, the perscnages whose character
rzost closely approcches that of o true ruling cluss, VWhereas they too manipulate
people, even as the other burcaucrats; +they at least manipulate pcople who nore
directly manipulate things, who producec, In that sense, the industrial bureau-
crot has an innediatc if not a historic productive funetion, 4nd as such, his
rowers tend to outstrip those of the police, who at Lest, represent the purest
aduinistrative overhecd, ‘

The power pyranid thus tends to center in the heavy industricl sector;
and in incustry as against zgriculture, The piunacle represents the groutost
concentration of the surplus product, as of the highest organic couposition of
capital; that is, politically, the pruatest concentration of power.

It nust be noted that this points towards rather thun to capitalisiy,
The burenucracy would probably rest content with its own noturcl clique foruations,
rother than with sone Soviet "Sixty Families". The cliques would tend to Le self-
perpetuating; would ossure o certain security of jobs end services, and of succes-
gion to then within the clique, The brutal unification enforeed by the police
and the suprene arbiter could be roplaced by a greater autonony Letween the
buresucratic sections, and bLetween the sectors of the 6COLOLIY,. :

The donestic political stage, sonewhct wesried of the infelldable
arbiter, could thus quite properly sport a "collective leadership", 4nd intor-
mtionally, it could seck some middle ground between Stalin's sociulisi and
Eisenhower's privutc enterprise,

Needless to say, undor these Goublo-barreled auspiccs, etorncl peace
and prosperity could not but be assured,

6. 4 kind of revolution, consequently, cid tuke place inside the Soviet
Union; a political revolution, with ronderable social ranificaticns, The police,
from a ruling stratur, was suborcincted to the nceds of the burcaucracy as =
whole, ’

It is entirely true thot the nesses dealt theusclves 2 hand in this
goie, Bqt it is nlso truc thot they were invited into the struggle, The invi-
tation, in Lroad dunagogic gestures, wos extended the uay after Stalin's death;
was variously channelized ever since; and cuen now, auong severul places, be
found buzzing alout those intellectuzl quartcrs so long nurtured upon the Djugash-
vilian wisdori,
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Frou the chain of external evidences, this revolution beogan with the
physical departurc of Stalin; and was fornally confiriiecd when the spirit was
shuffled off to join the Lody: in the rovclations of the 20th Congress,

The leacing bureaucratic scction in this developuent, at least objec-
tively, had to Le the industrial bureaucracy; which, stunding at the hub of pro-
duction, directs the activities of umorc people; honds out Lore jobs, free ser-
vices, and the like; and which thus tends, in the lung run, to out.wtch the pol=-
iticians and police in the acquisition of lLureaucratic weight,

The caste, consequently, now .lore ncarly rcaches toward bein, a class;
and the mode of procuction it directs nore nearly approeaches capitalisn.

4, Proletarian procuction relations, as they cpply in Soviet agriculture,
preclude alikc the advantages of capitalist or socialist production. The conpar-
ative figurcs of United States and Soviet agricultural productivity, auply illus-
trate this fact,

In another way, the fate of the cow in the Soviet Union ~- with
fewer under the bureaucracy than undcr the czor -~ further illustrates the nargin-
a2l character of Soviet agriculture, Because the raising of Leef aud dairy herds
is o long-torn proposition, coxpensive in terus of labor-tiiie, the productive
forces tend to be concentrated in those scctors where the iiost, in voluiie, can
be gotten for the least, in labor-time; in grain procuction, for instance, And
the pattern procveds further, For the pewscnt, after luloring in the state-owned
wheat field, and riunchingupon that part of it which he roeceives in the foru of
black bread; is then free to put what tiue he has left into his holLby: the back-
yard cultivation of potatoes and cabbages, hs a hobly, it has a couble recouiene
dation: for not only do potatces dcwnd less spare-labore-tinie =--a new catcgorye=-
than alnost any vegetable, and cabboges practicilly none at all: but they also
keep hin frou going hungry,

When bourgeois propagandists incur the class-conscious wrath of a
conrade by depicting the Soviet woiian as a "bovine fc.alc", we all understand that
she owes none of this to an excessive consuption of dairy prcducts. Rather has
it come fron an over-indulgence in cabbages wnd potutocs, And with such a diet,

a burcen which properly Lelongs to Soviet agriculture and aniual husbandry, is
thus thrust upon the digestive systcus of the Soviet poople, They nust labor
thrice as hard, internually, upon o ness of low-;rude starches and fats, to extract
sone of the nutritive cleuents the Ancrican digestive tract tokes for granted,

Inasnuch as labor-power is not renewed out of nothing, this difference,
nutritionally, is also visible in terms of productivity, Further, the fact that
the Soviet worker stands alongside equipuont as gocd or Lottor thon its Zicrican
counterpart, furthcer highlights the direction in which the Soviet social product
tends to flow; and wherein it tends to inhere and accuuulute,

8. Fach socicl systen generates a body of hopes, cspirations, acnu ile
lusions which variously expeciite the processes constituting its node of produc-
tion, Capitalisii, for instance, tapped huian encr_ies which the uncient und feu-
dal societies could not Legin to wrest frou their respective producing classes,

The Souviet buresucracy, from its transitional social frauework, can
o no better than fileh production incentives from the systoeus boyond and Lehind
it, And these it can only offer in vitiated forus, and with vitisted contents,
Out of the scciclist corner of its uouth, it oxchanges hoartwaruing doses of rhe-
toric for sundry quantities of urpcic lalor and suerifice, Out of the other, it
offers the cold cash propositions fauiliar to copitalisi,
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But not quite,

It can give the peasant certain of his products; and with theu, the
narketplace, And it can give hin soue lund, with this or that linitation, But
the full-llown proprietary right of capitalisu; that is excluded, Otherwisc,
the kulack is raised up again, Otherwise, the "socialist"” collectivizations
would have been in vain,

So, just as the Soviet workor lacks the incentives of the huericen
worker -- the auto, the television set, the porcelain sink; so too does the
Soviet peusant lack the substance of the juericun faru enterpreneur's incentives,
all the foresight,planning, and reponsibility indispensalle to successful aygri-
culture, are ueaningless to hin,

Horeover, with the Soviet occupation, this condition has been extended
over the entire buffer zone, Soviet agriculturzl productivity is deuonstrated
with a long erratic curve, Agriculture in the buffer zone, particularly since
the collectivizations, is denonstrated with a short sharp dip.

The insolubility of this vicious ¢ircle gives rise to a curious piecc of
political atavisu, The "tortoise pace to socialisi", associcted with the Rykov-
To.isky-Bukharin grouping in the early days of the burcaucrucy, and which led to
such disastrous consequences then, is now re-euerging os the true rode to buffer
zone socialisi,

The road to capitalisi: is scarcely paved with better intentions,

% This organi¢ crisis of Soviet csriculture, with all its conscquences, now
extended into the buffer countrics, :wultiplies the i.pulses townrd capitalist res-
toration, These arc the irnpulscs which, frou the countryside -- froui the bottou,
renforce the :ior¢ neasurcidrift of the burvaucracy toward copitalisi, With the
political police topplced, that Lurcoucratic force which kept the bureaucracy and
its restorationist tendencics atoriized, now stands renoved, The buffer zone, Lost
rec.ntly anc nost superficially withdruwn froa capitalis.., and cxperiencing these
restorationist iipulscs (wst direetly and acutely, was not unnaturally the first
to respond to this new reality, 4nd the Kreulin bureaucracy, not bLlind to the
prospect, was recdy with its nilitary.

Vhat clashed in Hungary, conscquently, were two curroants in this restor-
ationist tide, cach procecding at its own toupo. Vhen the distuncw between theu
opproached the breaking=-point, a forcille reunification was effccted,

The Kre::lin burcuucracy is thus thrust leftwurds, back towards, though
not necessarily Uehind a "uan with o sword": the aruy; and if further beset: the
police, 4s o custe staffing a regirie of chronic crisis, this is its proper place,
historically; cven as its tendency is, as properly, in the oppusite direction,

Because the whole conplex is rooted in a revolution isolated in a back-
ward country, since cxtended over other buckward countries, no definitive solution
resides within the Soviet arca, itself, On these founcations, burezucratisu cam
not be overthrown, It can at bLoust be shoken-up,

Or it can be rcplaced by capitalisi,

The questicins of a nccussarily stagnant cgriculture; and hence a con-
dition of "generalized want", and hence bturcuucratisu; cannot be separcted frou
the initial fact of revolutionary isolation.

(March 10, 1957)



HUNGARY AND THE QUESTION OF NORMS

by M . Bernsz

The norms by which we judge historic events, are abstracted from the
process of history, However, they are¢ significantly different from norms in
general in at least one respect: they are not directly based upon any exten~
sive recurrences, Some, in fact, are based upon only a single occurrence,

Outside of political theory, norms arc dependent upon frequency and
number for their authority, Some inductive process, arriving at general . |,
propositions through the accumulation of particular instances, provides a
selection from among these for use as norms.

Political theory, however, hus to organize recurronces sither out of
elements brought together from diffcerent events; or from elements drawn from
already=~existing norms; or out of a single gross event, or certain of its
aspects,

Because change perneates the historic process even as the natural pro-
cess, recurrence arises as self-limitution — when the motion of one impedes
the notion of tho other; when the drives of nature i.pede the drives of man;
the interests of one ¢lass impede those of another, This limitation change
imposes upon itsclf, it expresses cyclically, or in various wave forus, And
it is out of the pattern of these cycles, of the process brought to a kind of
halt, that expectation and predictability ars able to arise; and with then,
all thot we regard as rationzl,

However, inasmuch as this does no morc than qualify what is prior and
primary to it, 21l recurrences, then, arc inexact; and all expoctation and
prediction based upon them is variously mispluced, Anu this, again, apart
from the nccessary limitations of knowledge, It residos in the objective pro-
cess itself,

The well-known Humean viow, incidentally, insofar as it is confined to
the subjective side of cousality, and is not takcn ws wn idezlist foundation
for the whole, is entircly proper and instructive, Incvitability is what wo
attach to cvents - aftorwards, Focling and theorizing, thus roader sscure
what, bofore the cvent, wos somowhot less so; and thus ronder less inswcure,
it is hoped and thought, its aftermath., Iu eacch casc, what is buing made
inevitably-securc, by a multiplication of its bonds with past and future, is
the present,

Special difficulties, then, attuch to the cstablishuent of historical
norms, And this, quite cpart from the conflict of interosts they further ex-
rress, For they arise from only the grossest puttern of recurrence, froi which
only broad generclizotions can be drawn, and these, by tempting uore histor-
ically-limited ocecurrunces into their framuwork, are more often a source of
error than otherwise,

The very material for a recurrence-pattern, thus hus to be provided
synthetically: equivalents from differcnt events have to be asseubled; and
then, from the synthetic wholes thus set up, the nost representotive goeneral
propositions have to be abstracted,
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hside from the foet thot an imprecise causality is inherent fron
the very foundations of the process, its relation to thc subjective agent also
generates an imprecision, For each time a norn is applied to a neccssurily
unique event, o double deformation tokes place: the norm deforms the perception
of the event, and the event deforms the couprchonsion of the nornm. and this
is 80 not simply in some acadenic scnge, but very practicclly, too, For, with
an alumost unordercd raw material precsonted, and with nost of the rationality
of material and nurms lodged in the head, it then becones clear that only the
infirnest of conclusions ure ot hand to guide what should be the wost rosolute
of humcn zctions,

Needless to say, if cold reason were called upon to make history,
it would not get very far, Revolutiornary politics is the nost difficult of
trades; and in order to be practiced, its rutionzl clement must have an ap-
propriate setting in impulse and sentiment., The science and art of politics
have to tonper one another,

Because Marxisn is a monistic system, its norms do not have a
random or arbitrary relation to one another, Becausc they ure born out of
the recl process of history, they should evelve with it; should arise and
recede back into it, Whereas we have to tolerate a cortain pluralism becuuse
of neccssary limitutions of knowledge, we nevertheless have to soeck the uwain
thread of their cvolution, thoir order of precedonce; separate the general
from the particular, the morc historic from the nore cpisodic aiong then;
their more phenonenal from their csscntial forus.

Norus, as an element in theory, are part of the compact and ordered
congelation of past experience, As such, pprlied to present experience, they
are supposed to provide guidance into the future. If however, the norms of the
past survive this process, and survive it intact, umiodified; then, we can be
sure, something is wrong, For each ponderable event, historically, turns its
own contribution of norms not so wmuch upon itseclf; but it turns thea, variously
refined and amplified, over to the future, It caunot evidence a noru without
transforning, or at least deforming it,

Marx and Engels, in the Puris Coumune, saw what they meant by the
dictatorship of the proletariat., Theory and practice collaboratud in foruing
this norm for socialists; and it deuonmstrated how bouies of arucd .en were its
essence, And the clarity provided by hindsight, while inapplicable to the past,
was nevertheless invaluable to the future,

The Russian Revolution, while unprovided for by the classic Marxian
norms, neverthclcss had its place, theoretically and beforc the event, in the
concept of the permanent revolution, And the dictaturship found certain ex-
tensions: in the sovicts; in the revolutionary party.

Whereas the Comune failod to answer certuin questions, and caac
too carly to raise cortain others, the Russian Revolution, for us, raisud and
answered more than we knew whot to do with, There was, at ths very outset, o
considerable hazard in raising this revolution in & backward country into o
sovereign norm for us, here in the United States, or for the entire world
working class,

Be that as it may, throughout the period up umtil the ¢nd of World
Var II, the norms of party and progranm ruled unchallenged on the world revolu-
tionary scene, Those movements which failed to meet then, went down in an
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With this kind of confirmation piled upon confirmation, it was
difficult to examine them critically; it was difficult to discern their
limits; +to see if their negation lurked anywherecs within them,

Then the postewar devclop.ients began to unfold, From that point,
the classic Trotskyism, insofar as it was understood by thosc¢ then alive,
simply came apurt, Efforts have been iwede, and continue to be .mde, to
paint it otherwise, But let us lcave these for the ccreuonial occasions;
and let us seek to profit from the opposite emphasis, here,

With the norms of the Russian Revolution, and of the inter-bellum
period to guide us, we at first refuscd to conccde that World Wur II was
over; for the expected world revolution had not broken out, In the mean-
tiue, Soviet tanks were clarking across Eastern Europe; the Stulinist Tito
was -.engaged in a civil war with an old royalist wardog, one Mikhailovich,
We continued to look for the revolution,

Finnlly, we grew weary of ingisting the war was still on; for
the world had unmistakably settled into its typical post-belluu pattern of
small wars and reshufflings, Then curiosity about what kind of terru firua,
sociologically, lay under the Soviet tank trouds, and the peasant boots of
Tito's partisuns: this began to stir unocasily aiiong us,

But the hitherto unchallenged noris were not without spakesmen:
Where are the masses — the proletariat? UWhere is the revolutionary party?
Where the progrzal he soviets?

No answor camc from the field: from Bustern Burope; or from
Yugoslavia, So sone sought to extend, or reforumulate the classic norus.
Sone romembered the pre-war Soviet occupation of the Baltic States, of
Eastern Poland; they sought to generalize from these., But none of this
was easy, For Stalinism, the mortal antipode of Troiskyism, stood in the
way; 8tood to gain credit from such extensions of the noras,

On these grounds, it became increasingly plain, we were trapped.

Whercas lMorx and Bngels were necessarily unclear prior to the
Cormune, that event promptly clarified the main lines of their conception,
Lenin and Trotsky werc not especially unclear prior to, nor at all unpre-
pared for clorification during the coursc of the Russian Revolution, We,
however, remained invertedly clairvoyant clmost throughout our post-war
events; we have groped without awvail since; and we now reuain ot a stand-
still, with enpirically-obtained positions still devoid of any explicit the-
oretical foundation,

The cost: we have sunk deeper into un orgenizational conception
of Trotskyism; and we have shrunk farthor and farther from a political-
methodological grasp of it,

What noved us over Rastorn Liuropc, was not tho wrosting of this
arca from capitalism; but rathor, the casting of Tito from the bosou of the
Kreulin bureaucrucy, the rulers and custodians of what we then regurded as
the only workers' stute,

With China, we operated not dissinilcrly, With the assault of
imperialism = at its initiative, China found itself flung into the boson of
deformed proletarianisn, This counterrevolutionary intervention, upon whose
heels cane the revolution, is not the 1leust among the novelties achieved
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by otherwise overly-cautious theoreticians,
Or, more plainly: +this intervention provided the cover from
behind which an untenable position could be conveniently dumped,

Throughout a span of over a decade now, we have traced & curtain
pattern with our belatecness; another with our prouptness, Wherever it
neant extending credit to Stalinism, careful weighing and cautious appraisal
was the watchword; that is, belatedness, And wherever withholding credit
from then was concerned, promptness was the order of the day. This is
Trotskyism out of organizational, not political considerations,

We will see how it shows itself in Hungary.

In China, moreover, our norms did not ueet even the uost eleuen-
tary test, The proletariat, insofar as we understand this teru, played no
ponderable role in the transformation of the Chinese state, This is not a
specifically Trotskyist, or Leninigt norn, Tt is a larxist noru, Conse-
quently, unless this question is met, it is idle to worry about trifles like
party and progran; or of soviets; or of the necessity of iwmss action, and
the like,

It should seem clear, that as concepts, the proletarict in its
historic role, and in its specific role in a given action, do nvt necessar-
ily coincide, If the peasantry can be the carrier of a proletarion revolu-
tion, and there arc abundant cascs where the proletariat cannot, or is not;
then it is entirely possible for the proletariat to be the carrier of a
counterrevolutionary action,

This, it must be repeatcd, is o specific¢ proletariat; mnot the
historic proletariat, from whom we nesd clearly differentiate it.

By similar reasoning, presumably, & particular bourgeoisie can
be the carrier of a proletarian revolution, Perhaps that is what is meant,
at least partly, when a role in the Chinese Revolution is claimed for Hurry
Truman,

In our writings during the post-war years, it was repeatedly
argued that Bastern Burope could not be sociclly transformed without the
masses ' participation, However, it was; and, belatedly, the arj unocnts
faded away,

But actually, the proletaricn mosses were not abscnt from these
transformations, They sinply happened to be weuring Scviet hobnailed boots;
or riding in Soviet tanks, What is essential in the norw is thus evidently
compliec with, If the norm is valid, all its other concditions, at that tiue
and place, were qualitatively superfluous; and this would include 2all organ-
igzational~Trotskyist considerations intcrpreted into it, And insofar as it
was not complied with, the precorious teunure of the proletariat in these
countries corresponds to the degres of that non-couplisnce; and here too,
irrespective of organizaticnal-Trotskyist considerations now interpreted
into it,

The only force in the post-war picture which binds together what
was and remains cssential in our pre-war norms, happens to be the Soviet bu-
reaucracy, This 1s the socicl formation, o proletarian formation, which, by



-5-

its sheer reflexes, caromed the Chinese peasantry into a social framework

no peasant lecdership, no Social-Derocratic leadership could ever have done,
With its unifcrmed nasses, it wrested Lastern Burope frou its ruled and
ruling class alike, Tt fulfilled the norms of party and progrua, not out of
a positive consciousness for revolution; but out of its everyday molecular
consciousness of self-preservation,

The narrowness of this base is what renders all Stalinist social
transformntions rare; and what renders then: dubivus and infirwu, once .ads,
The self=interest of a fow million bursaucrats represents a precarious force
as against the self-intercest of the world's two-billion peasants and workers,

However, the latter is unorganized, ang is variously unconscious
of the direc*ion of its self-interest; not does its cveryday self-intercst
always point in the same direction, in its historic direction, It fights,
and rust fight, consequently, on various sides in various actions,

The burcaucracy, on the othor hand, is an orgunized section of the
proletariat, a conscious cefender of its kind of proletariun self-interest;
and this, with andagaingt both bourgecisie and the rest of the proletariat,
and against a counterrevolutionary as well as o revolutionary proletariat,

Our traditional norms have probably ecrred in the weight attached
to the respective factors in the rovolutionary process: the objective; the
subjoctive, %We have sevurcl times undergstinated the recuperative powers
of capitalisn, for instance; or of the concussions and coupromises it is
capable of mking, By emphasizin, the fact that capitalism is ripe and
rotten=ripc for socialisnm, and the proleturian leadership rotten-green for
the task of overthrowing it, we have creuted o gulf between the two that
cannot be adequately bridged in a materialist way,

From whence does the rottenness of the prouletarian leadership
stem? Almost pietistic considerations prevent us from looking in the di-
rection of the proletariat, Instead, we look for it as simply coming from
the bourgeoisie,

This, if it is so, aguin confuses the concept of class in its
historic meaning, and as it applies in a particular tiue and place,

The whole society is bourgeois, and the entire world is bour-
geois; and all occupants of both, including the Suviet burcaucracy and
the Soviet masses, are variocusly bourgeoisified as o consequence; anc
this not solely in their heads, but in their real day-to-day interests,

It is only in certain instances that this day-to-uay self-intercs+, and
the historic self-interest coincide, and are made to coincide by revolu-
tionary consciousness; and that is when things happen,

The inndequacy of the proletarian leadership, in both the bourgeois
and Soviet worlds, then, steus from soue inndequacy also transmitted to it
from its base, the proletarict; which, in its turn, absorbs it frou the
daily round of its bourgeois existence,

We have tended to view it otherwise., This leads to an idealistic
assumption that every proletarian leadership, saving our own, is inherently
inadequate; and that the masses and the ranks, saving possibly our own, is
wholly adequate; and hence, that all they need, is our leadership.

Here again, we encounter nothing better than an organizetional
conception of Trotskyisnm,
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Our Hungarian position is buttrussed with two notable arguuents:

One states that if the Hungarian events couprised a countere-
revolution, then the overthrow of the bureaucrucy is practically ruled out;
and that we, consequently, night as well retire frou Marxist politics,

It is doubtful if the full enormity of this argwient can ever be
nade clear to anyone capable of offering or accepting it., For this is orgen-
izational~Trotskyism with the last bung removed,

Since it is not easy to argue with soumeone over his right to exist,
it might be wisc to dispose of this arguuaont as quickly and as kindly as
possible; and also, with as serious a countenance as poussible,

Dear Comrade:

The validity of Trotskyism, and its right to existence, is not
given beforchand as a self-evident article of faith; at least, not for
sonne of us, We werc brought to it by expericuce und reason, and presu.~
ably remain with it on the same grounds, Perhaps the bureaucracy cannot
be removed independently of capitalism, That is not fatul to Trotskyisw;
or at least not to that Trotskyism which finds its primary purpose in the
replacenent of capitalisi, and which believesthat the bureaucrucy cannot
stand in the way of that event incefinitely,

0f course, if Stalinism stonds in the way in some organization-
al sense, and if that faoct hangs most heavily with some of us, a ready
suggestion comes to mind: If you cannot beat them - then join theuw. And
if the real thing is inaccessible to 108t of us, then there is the peri-
phery, or its periphery, or the socialist woveuent in generzl

The other arzument is based upon the fact of the workers' coun-
cils, and alwost precludes for them any but o revolutivnary significance.
The supplemental argument, that if these councils are not entirely revolu-
tionary, they nust at least be given the chance to become so =~ cones
from the wrong comrades; for it was they who weighed so carcfully, and who
deliberatcd so interminably, when it was a question of whether o Stalinist-
led action was revolutionary, Rather thuan tcke their sudden live-danger-
ously attitude seriously, we have to f£it it into the prouptness-belatedness
rpattern they have always oxhibited,

Here again, the specific case is boing invested with the historic
content., Soviets are historically recvolutionary, But in specific casges,
they can be the opposite, Only by fitting this noru into its broader con-
text, can its imner content be determined,

The schena of the already-begun revolution against the bursaucra-~
cy, of course, is offered as this broader comtext, As a scheua, this Third
Russian Revolution provides an adnirable compenion-picce for the Third
Anerican Revolution, which doninatos the other slopec of the Party's post-war
theoretical output; thereby proving, at least, that a curtain current of
thought has gottun its second wind,

But if tho norms of Marxism are taken seriocusly, as historically~
defined, as having, consequently, some order of precedence: then it is in-
possible to seize upon any one, arbitrarily, simply because it is handy and
on the scene, Of the Hungarian workers' councils, wo could scarcely decide
anything beyond their self-evidemt social coiposition; and hence, only their
general historic significance,

On the other side, however, stood the Kreulin bureaucracy, with
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a class character and mode of operation we have long been familiar with,
At the very least, it behooved us to apply some of the careful and un-
hurried deliberation that served us so stoutly in China,

Mow, if it was simply a case of counterposing the workers' power
in its two forms: of the soviet against the bureaucratized state; then,
the choice would not be difficult: +the mass organ would take precudence
over the bureaucratized state organ, This has always been done whencver
the worker masses sought to overthrow the bourgeoisie, and the bureaucrucy
sought to prevent then,

But here, it is the bureaucracy itself being attackoed; not the
bourgeoisie, The Hungarian proletariat == if we nust have weakest links,
is the weuakest link in the chain seperating the degcenerated proletarian
dictatorship from capitalism, not sociclism, This we know from what it
does, and fails to; from what it says, and does not; and from whence it
came, and how; and from the general movement it is now part of,

Even if o Third Russian Revolution were under way, the Hungarian
proleteriat, if not leading in the wrong direction, should at least have
been lagging, not leading in the right direction,

The fact that our prevailing pesition is not fastidiocus on this
roint, is not incidentzl, For in its grasp and manipulation of norms, it
proceeds somewhat as follows:

In counterposing the mmsses to the burezucracy, it shifts, at
will, from the specific to the general content of the norus; and thus it
rids itself of the priuary, the class norm, It is then frce to raise the
party to the sovereign position zmong thei — clbeit, with the councils
for cover,

In plain language: Get rid of the Stalinists; accept, in exchangs,
the masses — even under the conditicns of bourgeois deuwocracy; which would
provide an arena wherein the Purty, and a Leninist progrwa could take shape;
which is just about what we necd to get startcd, over here,

If this rcsembles a formula faniliar in its douestic forw, here in
the United States, the resemblance is not o chance one, And, if it has
receded somewhat, it is partly because, between Browder-Fosterism and our-
selves, come — McCarthyism,

After Hitler — <then us:

This Stalinist road to power, presuuaably, rcceived its definitive
test a couple decades ago, But perhaps the lesson of this experience is out
of date., And with it, perhaps the defensist position on the Soviet Union
is out of date; or needs to be reconsidercd and reforuulated,

If these traditional Trotskyist positivns are to be roconsidered
—and there is no rcason why they should not be— then the meuning of the
"crisis of the proletarian leadership" would be affected, and would have to
be reconsidered along with then,

It would be imprudent to proclain and charge into a resolution
of this crisis with tools unchecked since the 30s,

There has been a growing temptation, among us, to view revolu-
tion as a process, This, of course, is no siuple vagary of mind, In China,
it served to dissolve away the actions of which revolutions are tradition-
ally made, simply becouse these did not fit the needs and specifications
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of organizational-Trotskyism,

Also, the revolutions in Hungary and the Soviet Union, as
process-notions, will tcnd to deepen and bLrouden with tine; until
whatever content the tern ever had, will have sunk completely out of
sight, and anyone will be free to interpret it as he plecses,

The norm and norms of revolution thus come in for their share
of vulgarization, The various historic and narrower usages of the tern
get well-confounded; and out of their confoundment is sucked whatever
happens to be the need of "revolutionary socialism" at the mouent,

"~ Let us not forget: In one sense, the whole capitalist era is
a revolutionary era; in another sense, the whole period from World War I
and the October Revolution is an epoch of wars and revolutions; and in
s8till another sense, the period from the second world war, on,

All these revclutions, within and superimposed upon one another,
can be regarded as processes, And they have contained, and have had fur-
ther imposed upon thew, counterrevolutions and periods of reacction, But
esch is an action, or a complex of wctions within a process; and is the
discretc cause of which another process is a consequence, To swallow up
the event in the process; +to affirm that a revolution is a revolution;
and then that revolution is evolution; is to argue that evolution is every-
thing, It strips the very thecory of permanent rcvolution itself of the
very stuff whose neccssary connections and succossion it seeks to disclose,

Plekhanov had a name for such thinkers; and an explanation of
their preference for this mode of thought.

Any unclarity on the ncture of revolution, must extend into that
of reforn; for a reforu, after all, is nc nore a quiet revolutiun, than
is a revolution an energetic unquiet reforn, The terus, while taken fron
everyday indiscriminate usage, guin a certain determiniteness in Marxist
sociology, And where the Scviet burcaucracy is concerned, its removal, on
one plane, would constitute a revolution; on another, a reforu. And upon
still another but intersecting plans, its regencration from within would
constitute o reform; froa without, a revolution,

‘What, then, is the revolution cgainst the bureaucrucy?

Our arguments on this score arc not altogether clear, For, if
the materizl foundations for the burcaucracy ure being undermined, will the
neans for its retaining its position be undernined along with theu? and
will not the bureaucracy — episodic eruptions notwithstanding, tend rather
to wither awcy?

Or rust the subjective and objective parts of this undermining
process diverge? and thus make necessary that abrupt forcible readjustuent
which is revolution?  And, if such is the cuse: to what autagonistic
forces, within what objective current, is the diverping subjective current
attached?

The increased size and culture of the Soviet proletariat; +the
industrial growth; +the rising productivity: Why should these not lead
to the couplacent conclusions of presentday reforizists? Or, instead of
the bureaucracy withering away, why, in the uanner of Bernstein, should
not every Soviet worker become a bureaucrat of a sort? With technological
progress, with the labor force tending to be druwn farthor and farther
away from direct production, towards the pushing of buttons or the read-
ing of ueters, or the pushing of poncils and shuffling of papers: would
not the supervisory and productive functions tend to overlap and merge?
And, remenbering that the burscucracy is not = stable social foruation,
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like a class; +that it has no corion denoninator of self-interest as
has a class: would this not further expedite this merging process?

The whole argunent of increasged production, of rising pro-
ductivity, runs into these questions, To attribute tu the burecucracy,
in the face of these, a consciousness for social self-preservation, is
to invest it with a character apprcpriate to a class,

The burcaucracy nust be overthrown, evidently, for only one
reason: it represents capitalisn, the bourgeoisic, Of its two faces, its
nore real face is turned backwards, Only thus can it express the objective
factor which nakes it an absolute brake upon production; and without which,
it would sinply be o variocusly tolerable relative brake,

Returning to our norus:

Whatever its clags charccter in specific actions, the burcau-
cracy, historicually, represents capitalisw; aduinisters a socialistic
econorly on & globally capitalist base; pursues proletorion politics with-
in the framewcrk of a global dual power, on a capitulist base; and, for
the sane reasons &g the Socicl-Donocracy on national bourgeois bascs, tends
to line up with the bourgecisie historically = in the lLroad process, and
in the doecisive actions,

In nurrower teria:

To find the absolute broke ¢n Soviet produyction, we would have
tc look beyond an accwnulation of relative brakes, For capitalisn, also,
is not without its secondary shortcomings, or of passable feauts of nis-
nmanagenent, Its fatal malady, however, lies buneath such trifles.

That, then, is the bureaucracy’'s absolute bruke on production?
It is its need for the military-burcuucratic defense of "social-
ism in one country"; a need grounded in an insoluble contradiction for
the bureaucracy; and ultimately grounded in the insoluble contradiction
of encircling capitalisn,

Loaving aside the more apparent conscquences of a socialistic
economy within an encompassing world capitalist ecunouy:

e are prone to dub whatsocover excels in the Soviet economy
as socialistic; and whatsoever is inferior as cupitalistic, or bureau-
cratic, That is: the cbility to more extunsively generalize a procass,
because private proprietary considerations arc abscnt, is regarded as an
unqualified advantaoje,

' This straightforward conclusion, however, huas nuv equal recom-
nendation in fact, For Soviet industry, when it pilfers some improveuaent
from capitalist production, and then outdoes capitalism in applying it,
does so at a certuin cost: for the extonsive generalization of a process
tends to narrow the area of further innovation and inprouvenent left open
by it; and also, even though its productive cquipuent night be superior,
its end procuct tends to be inferior,

4L node of production still bused upon wage-labor, cannot es-
cape the subjective consequences of that fact,

The vicious circle of which the burcaucracy is a part, and
a consequence, is unmbilically bound to capitalism, Here it begun; here
it is constantly being regeneratcd, And here, at its roots, its life-line
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can alone be severed, From its Soviet base, its specific but not its
historic base, it has derived only its secondary characteristics,
Globally, its affinity with the Social-Democracy is prinary; its
difference, secondary, The world working class, upon whom it has
levied its worst toll, could have pursued no less disastrous a course
with the Social-Denogracy alone on the scene,

Just as Stalinisn is the brecthing image of the bour-
geoisie, projected into the workers' state, so too must it seen that
it can be localized, and definitively laid to rest there, within
the workers' state,

(March 10, 1957)



