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The Class Struggle Road to Negro Eguallty
(Political Committee Draft Resolution)

The Negro struggle for equality is an integral part of the world
revolutionary upsurge of the colonial and semi-colonial peoples. A~
broad the oppressed masses are fighting heroically to throw off the
imperialist yoke, attain self-rule and achieve national unity., Basi-
cally they seek to solve the agrarian problem and industrialize their
countries so as to improve their living standards and raise their
cultural level., In this country the Negro masses are fighting no
less courageously as a united, militant, self-sacrificing people.
They struggle to end all forms of racial segregation and discrimina-
tion. They aim fundamentally to attain full eccnomic, social arnd
political equality,

This interrelation between the Negro struggle in the United
States and the world-wide movement of the colonial and semi~coloﬁial
peoples plays a vital role in the development of the American work-
ing class, It foreshadows the linking up of the struggles of the
American working class, which have not yet assumed conscious anti-
capitalist forms, with the relatively more advanced character of the
world revolutionary process. Since the Negroes have become integra-
ted into the modern labor movement their greater receptivity to the
international anti-capitalist movement tends to introduce a signific-
ant revolutlonary ingredient into the consclousness of the working
class as a wholes An ever-closer feeling of kinship has developed
between the Negro and colonial peoples from their mutual experiences
in struggle. This feeling becomes strengthened by the fact that the

colonlal masses are in the main colored people who have been dominate
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éd by imperialist nations controlled by a white ruling class, Thus
the struggle against white supremacy permeates both the colonial

and Negro movements, reinforcing their solidarity.

In addition the colored peoples in the colonial and semi-colon-
ial spheres constitute a majority of mankind, By making common
cause with them, the Negro people help to reduce the handicap of be-
ing a national minority. Along these general lines both movements
derive mutual strength from their separate struggles,

Imperialist War Not Their War

Colonial support to the Negro struggle is dramatized by offic=-
ial invitations extended to Reve M. L. King, president of the Mont-
gomery Improvement Association, to attend celebrations in Ghana and
India. Solidarity with the colonial revolution is manifested through
current Negro support of the Egyptian and Algerian liberation strug-
gles; and by the reception of the Eisenhower Middle East doctrine in
the Negro press which has ranged from lukewarm to cool,

Their own bitter experiences with a President who refuses to
speak out in support of civil rights in this country gives the Negro
people good reason to challenge the democratic pretensions of Elsen=-
hower's foreign policy., Experience likewise impels them to challenge
the concept that imperialist wars are fought for democracy., They
learned that lesson well in both World War II and the Korean War,

In fact their wartime lessons have accentuated and deepened the griev
ances of the Negro people.

While they were supposed to be fighting for democracy, according
to the capitalist propaganda, the young Negroes in the armed forces
got a large dose of Jim Crow in uniform, UWhen those who survived the
slaughter were demobilized they were forced back into hateful civil-

lan patterns of segregation and discriminatlon. Meanwhile in
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Southern military camps Northern Negroes got a clearer picture of
conditions in that region where racial prejudice has 1ts deepest
roots. Southern Negroes gained new ideas, fresh hope from their
Northern comrades in uniform. Both rubbed shoulders to a degree
with the peoples of the world, broadening their thinking, impell-
ing them toward greater militancy in the fight for equality. Once
demobili#ed the young Negro veterans took their place in the fore-
front of the civil rights struggle.

On the home front the colored people have implicitly tended
to reject the notion that the imperialist war was their war, Mil=-
itant elements began to look instead for opportunities to use the
war as a means to push ahead a bit in their own battle for civil
rights, In 1941 the March-on-Washington movement sprang up, re-
ceiving such strong mass support that the Roosevelt government felt
compelled to make temporary concessions toward an FEPC, The 1943
Harlem outbreak sharpened the mass pressure, forcing some further
concretization toward an FEPC in New York state policy. Consclous=—
ness in the Negro struggle had begun to subordinate the war aims of
imperialism to the democratic aspirations of the colored people.

 Political Impact of Migrations

The civil rights movement gained basic momentum from the rise
in industrial employment for Negroes forced on the capitalists by
the needs of the war economy. Across the decade from 1940 to 1950
officlal statistics showed a sharp rise for the country as a whole
in the employment of non-whites in manufacturing. Where 1 out of
9 non-white Qorkers had been employed in manufacture in 1940, the
ratio had risen by 1950 to about 1 out of 5, The artificially

stimulated economy of the cold war has enabled the colered workers
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to hold and even expand their foothold in industry., Figures for
1952 showed the above ratfio climbing toward 1 out of Y4,

This upward trend in industrial employment for colored workers
spurred a vast wave of Negro migration from the countryside Into
the cities of the South and into the more highly industrialized
regions elsewhere in the country, Over the 1940-1950 census decade
the number of Negroes outside the South rose nearly 60 percent,
from 2,960,000 to 4,600,000, The migratory trend toward the main
industrial centers, particularly toward the war<stimulated West
Coast industrial regicns, is strikingly revealed by the 1950 fige-
ures. For example, in ten years the Negro pcpulation of Los Angeles
had tripled and in the Oakland-San Francisco area it had increased
tenfold,

Although more deeply assimilated into industry, the Negro
workers still face discriminaticn on the jobe In the cities of
the North and West, as in the South, the rapidly-growing colored
popﬁlation also remains generally segregated in housing, usually
under slum conditions at high rents. In community life they face
open or hypecritical discrimination in varlous forms. As a united
people they manifest a burning desire, a fighting determinatioh,
to break out of this vicious circle.

The migratibns of recent years have greatly strengthened the
Negro'movement in the fight for civil rights. Pecple leaving the
South have been largely rural elements who had been dispersed across
the farming communities, They lived under deplorable economic
conditions, faced with white supremacy in 1ts worst forms and were
therefore unable to mobilize themselves for effective struggle in

defense of their rights. Their new life in the North and West finds
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them concentrated in industrial cities, integrated into large,
compact Negro communities already well advanced in the struggle for
equality. | | |

With younger and more enterprising elements predominating
the migratory wave, the transformation in their soclal consciousness
has been unusually rapid. Their big contribution to the strength=-
ening of the Negro community has in turn given new weight and
fresh lmpetus to the civil rights struggle, The mass pressures
reflected in the militancy of the Negro press and the mass response
when called to action by thelr leaders testify to thils fact. Most
immediately significant in the North and West has been the ine
creased Negro participation in political 1ife. The rise in the
Negro vote is changing the political balance of power in the gen-
eral elections and pushing the civil rights question to the fore
as a national political issue., Thus the migrations have resulted
in the strengthening of the Southern Negro struggle through the
medium of national polities,

The political impact of the Negro struggle compelled the
Truman Democrats to make a demagogic bid for the Negro vote in the
1948 elections at the cost of a split with the Dixiecrats. When
the white supremacists then began to shift their support to the
Republicans the Democratic Party sought to bury the civil rights
lssue In a bid for unity with its Southern wing. A4s a result the
Republicans registered a significant gain in Negro votes, especially
in the 1956 elections. This situation has stiffened competition
between the capitalist parties for Negro support and may lead to
some minor lmprovements in the federal civil rights laws. If so,

the objective of both the Democrats and Republicans will be to seek
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a maximum of credit for a minimum of action., Neither party has
the slightest intention of pressing for decisive measures to en=-
force minority rights,
White Citizens Councils

Despite tre political shell game of the capitalist politicians,
the pressures from the civil rights movement, coupled with the
diplomatic pressures arising from the colonial revolutlon, have
compelled a series of capitalist concessions, These range from
the wartime FEPC, through desegregation of tiie armed forces, to
the 1954 Supreme Court decision outlawing school segregation.

Along with this latter concession has come significant new evidence
that it is impossible to secure full Negro equality through reliance
on the capitalist government,

Arnouncement of the school desegregatiocon decision led to open
defiance of the Supreme Court by the white supremacists. The
White Citizens Councils came into being as a new instrument to
combine legal and extra-~legal acts of racial repressiocn. Recent
estimates place the total membership of the Councils around
350,000 in all Southern states. This racist movement has been
openly mobilized by the Democratic Party politicians. The South-
ern press has given general support to its white supremacist attack
on the Negro peoplee.

The Councils have their greatest strength in rural areas where
poverty, lack of education, bigotry and deep~dyed patterns of pre-
Judice lend themselves to the incitement of racial antegonisms,
These rural forces have been used by the capitalist politicians
to help impose conformity with Jim-Crow policies on the white pop-
ulation in the cities, including the white working class. Southern
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whites who sympathize with the Negro people have with few exceptions
avolded open manifestations of support. The exceptlon often involve
individual acts of heroism, usually followed by white-supremacist
Teprisals.

Throughout the Deep South the legal arm of the White Citizens
Councils, operating at the state and local government levels, has
acted to checkmate racial integration and to intimidate and victim-
ize the Negro people. Since the 1954 Supreme Court decision over
100 new segregation laws have been enacted in Southern states. The
Georgia legislature has demanded lmpeachment of six U,S. Supreme
Court judges. Reverting to the old states' rights position of the
slave holders, the white supremacists contend that a state may inter-
pose its sovereignty against "™unconstitutional" federal intere
vention. Laws have been passed aimed at barring Negroes from resort
to federal court action in defense of their civil rights,

In several states the NAACP has been officially outlawsd,
Demands have been raised that the federal government put the NAACP
on its witch~hunting "subversive" list. Legal frameups against
Negro freedom fighters have been perpetrated in the state and
local courts. To these measures economic pressures have been
added, such as the cutting off of credit, as a means to compel
acceptance of Jim Crow domination,

At the same time the extra-legal arm of the White Citizens
Couhcils has conducted a typical Ku Klux Klan campalgn of terror.
Arson, bombing, shooting, beating, lynching have been unleashed
against the Negro people and their white sympathizers. This terror-
1émvis desligned to prevent Negroes from organizing in defense of
their rights, from acting to break down segregation and discrim-

ination, from exercising their right to vote. It is also directed
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against whites sympathetic to the Negro people.
The Montgomery Bovcott

In the face of open white-supremacist defiance of the Supreme
Court and the campalign of terror against the Negro people, the
federal government has done little or nothing to enforce the law
or to punish the white-supremacist thugs. As a rule, official
actlon to desegregate public schools has been undertaken only
where there is a relatively small colored population. These actions
have been confined primarily to the border states, leaving the
Deep South virtually untouched, The leaders of both the Democratic
and Republican parties have acted only insofar as they felt com-
pelled to do so under_mass pressure., Even then they have done as
little as possible, hoping to appease the colored masses through
promises of future action, without actually doing much to make
desegregation a living reality on the social scene,

The Negro people refuse to accept the go-slow policy of the
capitalist politicians. They have responded to the 1954 Supreme
Court decision by a new mass upsurge in their struggle for full
equality and 1nAdefense of their very lives against white~suprem-
acist terror. The 1955 lynch-murder of 14~year-old Emmett Louis
Ti1ll in Mississippl set off a great wave of mass protest actions in
the cities of the North and West. These demonstrations of Negro
solidarity, militancy and mass power made the Till case a major
issue in the national press and aroused widespread sympathy among
whites. This mass sympathy and support in the North and West made
the Southern Negroes feel they had allies. They became inspired
to throw their own weight into the scales through mass action to

combat segregation, discrimination, brutality.



“O=

Hard on the heels of the Till demonstrétions a mass struggle
exploded right in the heart of the deep South, The Negro people
of Montgomery, Alabama, solidly united and 50,000 strong, set
out to smash segregation on the city buses. They were opening
a fight to win full equality in all spheres, starting where they
had the strongest initial tactical advantage -- the bus boycott,
They hit hard with their economlic power as the main users of the
buses: demanding seating on a first-come, first-served basis;
courteous treatment; and the hiring of colored drivers on routes
in predominantly Negro neighborhoods.

The Democratic Party politiclans in local government struck
back through a mass trial of the boycott leaders, aiming to behead
and crush the new mass organization, the Montgomery Improvement
Associations But the colored people of the city turned out for
the trial in mass to show solidarity with their victimized leaders.
Defense witnesses poured out the bitter grievances of a long-
suffering people for the whole world to hear. Although Rev. King
was convicted, the trial was actually turned into a successful
counter-attack on the white supremacists,

Meanwhile the MIA launched an attack in the federal courts
on the Alabama bus segregation law. They kept the boycott pressure
on throughout the court deliberations, showing tremendous staying
power in a year-long siege, The mass pressure speeded the judicial
proceedings, resulting in a U.S. Supreme Court decision last Dec-
ember knocking out the Alabama law in question, When the court
order came through the Negro people acted to enforce it by returning
to the buses on a non-segregated basis.

Similar enforcement of the court order was undertaken at
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Tallahassee, Florida, where a bus boycott had been started
following the Montgomery action. Test demonstrations were carried
" through in Birmingham, Atlanta and other Southern cities in order
to initiate court action against local bus segregation laws, At
an Atlanta meeting 97 Negro leaders gathered to form a Southern
Leaders Conference with Rev. King as presldent. The Conference
proclaimed its intention to fight on until all forms of racial
discrimination have been abolished. President Eisenhower was
asked to come into the South and publicly state his position on the
civil rights issue., When he refused the Southern Leaders Conference
at a later meeting in New Orleans proposed a mass pilgrimage to
Washington to demand action from the federal government.

NAACP Policy

Beginning with the Montgomery bus boycott, the Southern
Negro movement assumed a vanguard role in the civil rights struggle
and changed the course of events, Skillfully mcbilized by able
leaders with clear aims, the colored masses intervened against
the White Citizens Councils, confronting them for the first time
with a head-on fight., Capltalist politicians of all stripes were
compelled to reshape their policies under the impact of mass
pressure, Throughout the Negro movement the ranks became newly
insplred; strategic and tactical policies, organizational forms
and leadership patterns have been affected,

The Montgomery action broke through the limitatlons long im-
posed on the civil rights mcvement by the national leadership of
the NAACP., Deliterate restraint of mass action has been a central
component of official NAACP policy. At the national level the
basic policy has been to seek gradual extension of civil rights
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through rellance on the courts, law enforcement agencles and
legislative bodies, working toward that end through the medium
of the capitalist political parties,

Membership participation in the local NAACP branches has been
more or less confined to fund raising, legwork in support of
national policies dictated from the top and local activities
around civic reform movements. Few workers could be activated
in this environment. The movement remalined essentially middle
class 1n its active core, particularly outside the Scuth, thus
facilitating middle class decmination of the leadership nationally.

The NAACP policy_of discouraging mass action led in the North
and West to sporadic upsurges of struggle in independent organ~
izational form. In the South, however, cuch partial, episodic
mass actions could not be undertaken. For the Southern Negroes to
win a mass struggle it was necessary for them to propel a whole
people into motion, an effort nut to be lightly undertaken due to
the perll of savage reprisals 1f defeated. They therefore sought
maximum utilization of the NAACP as an instrument of struggle,
imparting to it unusual regional strength that added@ to its spec-
ific weight natlonally. In addition NAACP initiative in the pro-
ceedings that led to the school desegregatlon decision brought
great prestlige to the organlzation and its national leadership,

Yet the furdamental flaw in NAACP policy = complete reliance
on the capitalist government to secure c¢ivil rights -~ has
repeatedly upset 1ts organizational control over the insurgent
Negro masses.

With the rise of the CIO, the cclored workers sought to adapt
to the civil rights movement the methods of struggle'they had
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learned in the unlons -- boycotts, picketing, protest demonstrations
-- and to secure union support of their efforts, Varigufflocal
organizations sprang into being as instruments of mass action,
usually around some specific issue. Across the years such local
movements have arisen and then disappeared, only to arise again
in somewhat different form.

Evidence of the rebellious mood permeating the ranks of the
colored people goes beyond the various small-scale local actions
of recent years. The 1941 March-on-Washington movement evoked a
broad mass response to a protest action aimed squarely at the
capitalist government. The 1943 Harlem outbreak reflected a sim-
ilar mass mood, as did the spontaneous resistance to the anti-
Negro pogrom in Detroit the same year.

In 1955, when the conservative Negro leaders announced meetings
to protest the Till murder, the colored masses of the North and
West filled the halls to overflowing. UnioniZed Negro workers in
Chicago forced extension of the protest through a picket line at
the City Hall, adding to the bill of particulars local acts of
violence against colored people. Workers began to joln the NAACP
and to raise the issue of labor representation in its leadership.

More alarmed than inspired by the vigorous mass response to
their call for a protest, the conservative Negro leaders sought
to discourage further mass action, hoping to keep the mevement con-
fined within the general framework of reliance on the government,
They were not to succeed because the necessary conditions for
mass actlon in the South had now matured, The colored people of
Montgomery were able to catch up with the general trend toward

militant struggle and in doing so they pushed the whole movement
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toward a higher stage of development,
Role of the Church

The main driving force behind the Montgomery Improvement
Association is its working class section, However the church
also plays a speciél role, stemming from the complex historical
origins of the civil rights struggle.

As an oppressed minority, seeking solace from brutal discrim-
ination through expectatlions of a better life hereafter, the Negro
people developed deep religlous convictions. In slave soclety
religious worship became the primary means for them to draw to~-
gether as a people, thus giving rise to the organized Negro church,
Gradually the church extended its functions, becoming a social,
cultural and political center. Similarly the role of the ministers
extended beyond leading the people 1n religious worship., They
became helpers and sometimes leaders in activities of a political
nature.

With the abolition of slavery the organizational forms of
the Negro'movement began a new process of expansion, reaching
beyond the church into ever-larger spheres of economic, social
and pollitical life; in some instances crossing racial lines to
assume interracial forms. Yet the church has remained a principal
center of activity because of its drawing power among the masses
in i1ts religious functions and because 1ts charecter as a religious
institution affords a limited measure of protection from white-
supremacist violence. This has been especially true of the South,
although the night-prowling white supremacists have not hesitated
to hurl bombs at Negro churches,

Hence it was perfectly natural for the Montgomery. Improvement
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Assoclation to hold its meetings in the churches and for the
ministers to take a leading part in the boycott action. It was
likewlise natural for the theme of ™ion~-violence™ advanced by the
ministers to find an echo 1n the ranks. The Negro people have no
reason to precipltate acts of violence, They are merely demanding
the civil rights to which they are legally entitled under the con-
stitution. All the violence comes from the white supremacists
who seek through terror to restrain the colored people from fight-
ing for their rights. Advocacy of "non-violence" therefore meets
with favor as a means to protest against the terrorism almed at
the Negro freedom fighters.

As a deeply religious people the MIA membership respond fervent-
ly to the ministers' call for prayer on behalf of their movement,
In thelr prayers they tell of thelr grievances, their Jjust demands,
and they promlse to do what they can themselves to help straighten
things out, instead of standing idle and leaving it up to the
Lord to do the whole thing for them,

The mass urge to do something for themselves found significant
expression in the heroic role of the women freedom fighters, Mrs,
Rosa Parks made up her mind that, come what might, she would no
longer glve up her seat to white passengers on the buses. An
elderly lady, walking in the boycott precipitated by Mrs, Parks'
arrest, reflected the mass spirit in her remark, "My feet are tired
but my soul 1s rested." Militancy engéndered by the women of Mont-
gomery permeates the movement,

UIA Worker Leadership
The main thrust toward organized action came from the working

class section of the movement, At every stage the struggle revealed
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the presence of an able worker leadership schooled 1n the arts of
mass organlzation, Typifying this worker leadership is Mr, E, D.
Nixon, treasurer of the MIA and a veteran union and civil rights
leader. His long training and experience were no doubt reflected
in the keen sense of timing with which the growing mass militancy
became crystallized into concrete mass action,

It took a skilled hand to act decisively while the masses
seethed wlth anger over the arrest of Mrs. Parks; to swiftly
mobilize a broadly representative leading cadre from the Negro
population as a whole; and to hammer out a clearly defined per-
spective around which to summon the masses to battle, The record
shows that these things were done, and done consciously, during
the first days of the iontgomery action.

As the boycott settled into a siege further evidence revealed
the presence of experienced mass organizers., The car pool alore
was a masterpiece of organization, involving vehicles, drivers,
dlspatchers, mechanics and very substantial service facilities,
Strike techniques appeared in the form of an organized relief
system, publicity and 1egal'defense mechanisms and systematic
appeals for material aid, The regular mass meetings to keep the
ranks informed of developments and to help sustain their fighting
morale are in the bést tradition of militant labor struggle,

Among the most significant features is the generally democratic
structure of the movement.

One. of the boycott demands called for employment of Negro bus
drivers on certain lines. This indicates perception of the need
to relate class problems of the Negro workers to the general civil

rights struggle. Sensitivity to the economic interests of the masses
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is further indicated by the MIA declsion to organize a eredit
union. This step, offering a measure of protection against

white supremacist economic reprisals, followed the boycott victory.
Thus it implies determination to continue with organized mass
action in the fight for full equality.

High potential for the continuation of policies involving
mass participation is also implied by the predominance of youth
in the MIA leadership. Throughout history the youth have glven
vigor, sweep and boldness to movements deeply rooted in the masses.
This spirit, infused into the struggle by the worker youth, im-
parted militancy to the young lawyers and ministers. As the
young ministers responded bravely to the mass upsurge, the worker
organizers pushed them forward as public spokesmen, Several
factors were involved: the traditional role of the church in the
civil rights struggle; the educational advantages derived from
their ministerial tralning; the time they can give to the move-
ment without need for personal financial aid,

As principal spokesman for the MIA, Reverend King has gilven
tongue to some of the most militant idstincts among tﬁe colored
masses. An example is his statement that the expression of the
colonial revolution in this country takes the form of the Negro
struggle, His remark articulates a growlng awareness within the
MIA of both their special kinship with the colonial revolution
and the revolutionary implications of their own movement, It also
indicatés .the will of the rank and flle 4o continue fighting in
terms of mass action.

Formation of the Southern Leaders Conference under the impulse
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of the Montgomery victory opens new possibilities for the development
of mass struggle methods on a broader basls than the bus boycotte.

It implies a collision with the conservative policies of the nation-
al Negro leaders who cling to their reliance on the capitalist govern-
ment to bring about civil rights reforms., The threat of a mass pil-
grimage to Washington, raised by the Southern Leaders Conference to
put pressure on the gevernment, deepens the differences over policy.
It forecasts motion toward a higher stage of struggle that can lead
to independent political action in opposition to the capitalist
partiess

Qutside the South the colored masses have been highly responsi-
ve to the Montgomery struggle and to the steps taken by the Southern
Leaders Conference since the boycott victory. They are wondering why
they can't get into action themselves., Within the NAACP the ranks
are growlng restless. They want more membership particlpation in the
organizatlon, more internal democracy, as was developed through the
MIA, So far the masses in general have looked primarily to the NAACP
to set them into motion. If the organization now fails to act,
other organizational vehicles will in time be developed.

Whether the NAACP will find a way to fall in step with the new
situation remains to be seen. For the next period a fluld process
can be expected in the shaping of policies and the development of or-
ganizational forms to implement them, In time, however, the NAACP
must elther readjust to the changing course of the civil rights move-
ment or yield 1ts place as the dominant national organization in the
movement. The ultimate showdown can be expected to involve a shift
in the fundamental axis of the struggle, away from reliance on the
capltalist government and toward mass action in direct opposition to

government policy.
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Social Change in the South

Conditions for the shift are being prepared in the South by a
basic process of soclal change. Mechanization of agriculture and
a parallel rise of new industries is transforming a predominantly
agricultural into an industrial people. Colored and white alike are
affeeteds A vast number have been entirely uprroted from the land
and drawn into the industrial centers, In addition many small farm=-
ers and agricultural day laborers seek part-time Jjobs in industry be-
cause they can't make out on the land alone,

Expansion of the Southern industrial economy covers a whole
series of products, extending from industrial machinery, through war
materials, to a large variety of consumer items. According to the
Ud.Se ngg and World Report of January 27, 1956, gains in manufactur-
ing output ovér the last 15 years range from 353% for Alabama to
533% for South Carolina. The South now accounts for nearly one~quar-
ter of the country's manufacturing facilities as compared to 9% at
the turn of the century.

A similar rise in the number of Southern wage earners engaged
in manufacturing is shown by the National Negro Year Book. Dufing
the perlod from 1940 to 1950 the percentage of all Southern wage
earners thus engaged rose from 16.0 to 18.%; in the same ten years
the percentage of non-whites involved rose from 10,1 to li4.%. Mech-
anizatlon of agriculture, on the other hand, has resulted since 1950
in the eliminatlon of 55,000 sharecroppers in the Southeastern states
alone, leaving a remaining total of around 200,000 in that single
area of the Southe. This figure, related to the land, reflects the
continuing propulsion of uprooted agricultural peoples toward the

industrial centerss



~19-

Thus in the South, as elsewhere in the nation, the Negro people
are undergoing an intensive process of urbanization and industrializa-
tione City life confronts them with the same old prejudices they
faced on the land, only the resulting social patterns are somewhat
different. In the communities they are segregated but they also be-
come more compactly organized, In industry they meet general dis-
¢rimination but they also gain a higher form of class homogeneity
than they were able to attaln on the land. A new necessity and a new
opportunity arises for a firmer class unity of the colored and white
toilers than could be found in agriculture, Implied is a major
breach in the wall of white supremacy leading toward fusion of the
civil rights movement with the class struggle in industry.

Wage Differential and Open Shop

Keenly aware of these social implications, the monopoly capital-
ists who today dominate Southern political rule seek to strengthen
the wall of white supremacy in order to keep labor divided along
color lines, In the last analysis the White Citizens Councils are
actually the tool of the monopoly bankers, iﬁdustrialists and plant-
erse. They are using this tool to maintain the open shop, Xeep wages
down and coin super~profits at labor's expensee.

Fallure of the national union officials to serlously combat the
white supremacists campaign has helped the White Citizens Ccuncils to
gain strengih in the unions. As a result existirg prejudices among
white workers are in some cases deepeneds A general pattern of con-
formity with white supremacist pclicies emerges for lack of class
struggle education and an effective means of resistance to the racis-
tse White workers who would like to fight back hesitate for fear of
reprisa’s against which they have no ready defense, Usually they re=

sort to indirect methods of showlng their sympathy with the colored
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workers in the civil rights struggle and their feelings of solidarity
with them as class brothers,

Although industrial employment in the South is rapidly expand-
ing, less than one-fifth of the workers are organized into unions.
Openshop conditions have in turn perpetuated the Southern wage diff-
erential, According to U.S. Department of Labor figures for 1953-54,
where a production worker in Chicago earned $1.00, his counterpart ir
Atlanta, Dallas or New Orleans earned only 70 to 75 cehts. These
circumstances have given rise in the North and West to an increasing
flow of runaway plants toward the South,

Deliberate efforts to draw industries southward are illustrated
by a current national advertising campaign sponsored by the Oklahoma
State Department of Commerce and Industry, a governmental arm of
capitalist political rule. As published in the New York Timeg of
March 10, 1957, the advertisement states in part: "In May of 1955
the average hourly pay of Oklahoma labor was $l.7% per hour compared
with the national average of $1.84 per hour fwage differential/. The
percent of man-days worked, lost through labor disputes for the na-
tion was .72, while that of Oklahoma was only .33 /epen shop/."

To workers outside the South the danger of runaway plants and
the drag of the wage differential are céstly to their employment and
thelr earning power. Unionization of the South is therefore vital tc
labor nationally. But as the experience in building the CIO taught,
unlons can't be organized without the aid of the colored workers in-
volveds Consequently it is a matter of class duty for labor to
support the civil rights movement in order to help forge colored and
wnlte solldarity in incustry,
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Need for Laber-Negro Unity

The AFL~CIO in Flint, Michigan recently denounced local attempts
to form a White Citizens Councll. This action clearly stems from
lessons first learned in the great sit-down strikes of 1937 through
which the CIO organized the auto workers.\\However, the Flint policy
declaratlon gives rise to some questionss If the White Citlzens
Councils are anti-labor in Flint, are they not also anti-labor in
Montgomery, Alabama? If Flint labor is now threatened by this white-
supremacist tool of the capltalist class, shouldn't the AFL-CIOQ
launch an offensive agalnst the White Citizens Councils at the foun-
tainhead of the South? Shouldn't that offensive take the form of an
all=out union organizational drive, coupled with militant support of
the civll rights movement, the unions' natural ally against the anti-
Negro, anti-labor conspiracy of the white supremacists?

The union movement is in an excellent position to cut away the
mass base of the White Citizens Councils., Vigorous union interven-
tlon, backed up by the full national power of organized labor, would
evoke a real response among the Southern workers. The dynamic strike
wave that raced across the South in 1959 revealed the growing worker
sentiment for union action. In a sense this strike wave paralleled
the great 1934 strikes which arose as the heat-lightening signalling
the coming CIO storm.

ObJective circumstances are preparing the white workers to
accept the colored toilers as class brothers, Open-shop conditions
are creating problems that make racial prejudice more and more expen-
sive to the white workers, A% the same time the Montgomery boycott
actlon gave them a new appreciation of the fighting qualities of the

Negro werkers, Having seen them organize effectively to conduct a
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victorious struggle in community life, the white workers begin to
sense that thelir colored brothers can also give new vitality to the
union movement,

The Negro workers, for their part, appear eager to Join in the
union struggle. However, they want first-class citizenship within
organized labor, along with union support of their civil rights in in
dustry and throughout soclety., By meeting this just demand labor
wlll serve its own interests, gaining colored-white solidarity in in-
dustry and winning over the colored people generally as allies. This
alllance, which flows naturally from the mutual interests and essen-
tial class affinity of the labor and civil rights movements,can be
firmly cemented by the Negro workers.

There are virtually no capitalists among the Negro people and
‘ only a thin layer of middle class elements. As a people they are
overwhelmingly working class in composition. Taken nationally, a
large section of the Negro workers are already unionized, These
unionists are farthest advanced in connecting the fight for their
civil rights with the struggle to defend their class interests and in
raising political consciousness to a higher level.

Role of Negro MWorkers

Usually the last to be hired and the first to be fired, the
threat of unemployment becomes for them both a civil rights and a
class issue requiring united labor-Negro action in all respects. As
a segregated minority they suffer the worst housing crisis, thus
feeling an acute need for common efforts by the labor and Negro move-
ments to compel government action in the housing field., Migratory
pressures on the city ghettoes are pushing the Negro people out into
new resldential areas where they meet vicious white supremacist resis

tances Yet everywhere in the country they see the capjtalist politic
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ans ducking responsibility for enforcement of the Negroes' right to
a home, They find little equallty anywhere, except in taxation to
finance the capltalist war program toward which they show no enthus-
iasm,

These conditlons force the Negro militants toward an examina-
tion of the political nature of the governmental power. They find
the main bastion of white supremacist rule among the Southern Demo-
crats whose political strength derives in great part from the disen-
franchisement of the colored masses. Natlonally they see the Demo-
crats ald the white supremacists by giving them the chairmanships of
key Congressional committees. They behold the Republicans makling
thelr contribution in the form of a coalitlion with the Southern Demo-
crats to enact generally repressive laws, while the President remalns
neutral on the side of the racists,

Recognition is therefore dawning that to break the power of the
white supremacists the masses must enter the political arena as an
independent force., The proposal of the Southern Leaders Conference
to organize a mass pllgrimage to Washington is a step in that direc-
tlon. It also points the way for the union movement in opposing the
governmental attacks on labor. In fact there is great need for the
labor and civil rights movements to join forces in independent
political action to advance their mutual interests,

As yet the Negro movement 1s ahead of organized labor in gather-
ing mass momentum. The union struggle remains muted due largely to
the high level of employment and the toleratle wage levels made possi-
ble through production for war, However, there is considerable fer-
ment within the unions nationally and among the unorganized workers

of the South, With the civil rights movement upsetting the national
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political equilibrium and advancing the political education of the
working class, labor is brought that much closer to a mass upsurgee.
When the workers act their struggles will lend fresh vigor to the
Negro movement, This interrelation between the two movements will
tend to lead them toward unity of purpose in the sphere of indepen-
dent political action.

Their fusion into a united political force would imply a head-
on collision with the capitalist ruling class, breaking up the presen
two-party swindle and precipitating a class polarization in politiecs,
In the process the civil rights forces could be expected to ally
themselves with labor to launch an independent labor party based on
the unions,

Crisis of Leadership

The chief obstacles to this development are the union officials
with their middle class mentality and the middle class Negro leader-
ship. Both sets of bureaucrats violate the democratic rights of the
membership, acting to keep the masses chained to liberalism in
politics. Shrinking from direct struggle against the capitalist
ruling class, they appeal to the capitalist government for reforms
to appease the masses, Toward this end they give general support to
the Democratic Party, with an occaslonal sortie into Republican poli-
tics to demonstrate their "independence." As a consequence they
spread capitalist ideas among the masses, impair class consciousness
and sow 1lluslons that a fundamental change can be brought about un-
der capitalism.

Official union support of the civil rights movement is deliber-
ately channeled through the conservative leadership dominating the
NAACP, This policy flows from fear that mass action in the civil

rights struggle will cause ferment among Negro workers in the unions
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nationally and help precipitate mass action to unionize the South.

A militant leadership would welcome such possibilities and act to
speed the process. But the top union officlals see only a danger of
upsetting their class collaborationist scheme to refer all social
problems to the Democratic Party for adjustment. Above all they fear
to face the race issue in the South, an evasion of leadershlp respon-
sibility that doomed in advance the Southern organization drive sgtart
ed in 1946, Their failure enabled the Dixiecrats to stay 1n power
and enact Right-to-Work laws as a further barrier to unionizatlon.

False policies within the radical movement have helped to prop
up the class collaborationist political line of the union officials
and the conservative Negro leade:se The Social Democrats, having
abandoned class struggle concepts as they capitulated to the capital-
ist war policy, act in close kinship with the bureaucrats dominating
the mass movement., The Communist Party, followling the deceptive
Stalinist line of "peaceful co-existence," advances the misleading
notion that fundamental sociai problems can be solved through an anti
monopoly coalition cutting across class lines. Both tendencles ren-
der service to the conservative leaders of the labor and Negre move~
ments in keeping the masses tied to the Democratic Party.

The Communist Party, which iIn the past has been the most success-
ful in recruting Negro militants, has also done a lot to discredit
the radical movement in the eyes of the colored masses, During World
War II it opposed the March-onwWashington movement in the name of
"national unity." With the change in line brought on by the cold war
the Negro struggle was abruptly propelled into the front line of
Stalinist policy, Within the party the colored militants sSuddenly
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became the center of attention., Nothing was too good for them, up

to a point. They could have anything but party democracy. The lead-
eyship, including Negro leaders, were in general selected bureaucrat-
ically., Charges of white chauvinism were used as a bureaucratic wea=-
pon to suppress opposition to the false policies handed down from the
tope Such experiences, along with the sudden twists and turns in
party liney gave the impression that once again the colored people
were being used for white political purposes, 4s a result many Neg-
ro militants became soured on the radical movement.

The Communist Party at one time advocated establishment of a
Negro Republic in the Black Belt, This slogan ran counter to the in-
tegrationlst aims of the colored people and further alienated them
from socialist ideas, It also created confusion about the principle
of self-determlnation., Theoretically, the profound growth of racial
solidarity and national consclousness among the Negro people might
under certain future conditions give rise to separatist demands,
Since minority peoples have the democratic right to exercise self-de-
termination, socialists would be obligated to support such demands if
they should reflect the mass will. Yet even under these circumstance:
soclalists would contlnue to advocate integration rather than separa-
tion as the best solutlion of the race question for Negro and white
workers alike. While upholding the right of self~-determination,
they would continue to urge an alliance of the Negro people and the
working class to bring about a socialist solution of the civil rights
problem within the existing national framework.

Motion toward the soclalist solution is today foreshadowed by
the Montgomery struggle. Class collaborationist policies can hold
the masses in check only so long as capitalism can grant real con-

cessions, one upon another, Since there is imperative need for
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fundamental social change, each concession leads to new and more far=-
reaching demands, The recent civil rights battles have proven in
life the class struggle principle that mass pressure is the only
means to rest significant reforms from the ruling class, Far from
appeasing the Negro people, the legal reforms and other concesslions
thus far granted have become the starting point for brerader struggles
and more militant methods aimed at translating legal victories into
living realities.

Capitalism therefore finds it increasingly difficult to grant
sufficient reforms to appease the massess As Montgomery shows, this
contradiction leads inevitably to mass actions that tend to upset
the capitalist political equilibrium. Conditions are thus ripening
for replacement of the reformist leadership of the mass movement with
a revolutlonary socialist leadership.

Iransitional Program

The process can be‘helped along through a transitional program
leading toward fuslion of the civil rights movement with the class
struggle for socialism, This program takes as its point of depar-
ture the independent character of the Negro movement as a minority
struggle for democratic reforms under capitalism, focusing special
attention on the need for labor to support the struggle., Organized
labor should be in the forefront of the fight for such civil rights
legislation as an FEPC with teeth in it, anti-lynch laws, poll tax
repeal and measures to protect the voting rights of the colored
people, Labor should give militant backing to demands for Presiden-
tlal enforcement of Negro rights, including the use of federal
troops against the white supremacists where tactical conditions

warrant such a demand,



~28-

Full support must also be given the colored freedom fighters
in taking measures for their own self-defense against white supremac-
ist terrors. During the Montgomery actlion sheer necessity produced‘
an embryonic form of defense guards. As the struggle deepensg this
defense mechanism willl be required to assume more concrete forms
according to the given tactical situation. Again it is in labor's
elementary class interests to prevent the White Citizens Councils
from creating a polarization along color lines whereby all-Negro de~
fense guards would have to stand alone against white supremacist
terrorists, Acts of violence have been and will continue to be di-
rected against the unions as well as the Negro people., As a real
campaign to ofganiZe the South gets under way such attacks will grow
in intensity. The labor and civil rights movements therefore have a
common problem that should be met through united self-defense meas-
ures.

Socialists have a special respon:ibility to mobilize labor
support of Negro mass actions and to help give concrete political
direction to these struggles, Labor should be called to join such
demonstrations as the proposed mass pllgrimage to Washington, These
measures offer a realistic vehlcle to generalize the mass demands
and direct them with maximum force squarely at the federal govern-
mente A mass experience of this kind at the seat of governmental
power would help to dispel illusions in the capitalist government
and speed the break with capitalist politicse

Socialists should encourage and supﬁort the running of indepen-
dent Negro candidates, against the Democratic and Republican tickets,
Such support, with the necessary criticism where the program is in~

adequate, is fully justified on the principle of the right of Negroes
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to minority representation in government. The unions should be ur=-
ged to back independent Negro candidates and to run their own inde~
pendent candidates in opposition to the capitalist parties, Fusion
of these independent political currents should be advocated through
a labor-Negro alliance to form an independent labor party based on
the unions. A labor party would in turn serve as the political in-
strument for creatdon of a workers and farmers government, acting
solely in the interests of the toiling masses. That government, be~
ing genuinely representative of the Negro people, would act to guar-
antee their full civil rightse To achieve these ends it would of
necessity move toward the establishment of a soclalist society.

If the fight for complete equality is to be won, the Negro
workers must take the leadership out of the hands of the middle
class elementss That task requires the building of a left wing founc
ed on class struggle perspectives, In their dual role as Negroes
and as unionists the colored workers are in a position to strive
within both the civil rights and union spheres for the fuslon of
these two movements. As the union rank and file is brought to the
ald of the civil rights struggle, the Negro workers will in turn
galn support in asserting their leadership,

The revolutionary socialist movement can help this process along
by initiating united,front actions in solidarity with the Negro peo-
Ples Through a united effort by all radical tendencies momentum can
be developed to draw broader forces, including sections of the labor
movement, into the supporting actionse This initiative on the part
of revolutionary socialists would help create receptivity to their

ideas within the civil rights movement, Circulation of the socialist
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press could be expanded among colored readers introducing them to
the class struggie program and counteracting the capitalist ideology
spread by the daily papers, radio and TV,

Direct socialist support should be given to the work of the
NAACP, the MIA and other Negro organizations playing an active role
in the civil rights movement, Following the example set by the MIA,
full internal democracy should be advocated in all these organization
so that the membership may have a voice in shaping policy and an oppo
tunity to play a genuine role in the struggle for equality,

Revolutionary socialists are confronted with complex educational
tasks in connectlon with the civil rights struggle. It is necessary
to have a thorough understanding of the historicaly theoretical and
practical aspects of the fight for Negro equality in its independent
character as a movement for democratic reforms under capitalism, a
movement which under conditions of capitalist decay has a profound-
ly revolutionary character. Similar knowledge is needed of the his-
tory, theory and practice of the working class struggle as developed
across the years, In addition the class conscious militants must
have a firm grasp of the interconnection between these two movements
and the manner in which they may be fused into a common struggle to
resolve their mutual problemso, Planned educatienal programs to meet
these needs are a must for the socialist movement,

To have real meaning education must be related to action, help-
ing te implement the struggle itself and in turn gaining enrichment
from the experiences of the living movement, Consequently social-
ists must closely follow all new developments in the mass movement
and strive to play a part in these events., Through careful study

of the flow of political life, and an exchange of views to clarify
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disputed points of analysis and program, the socialist movement can
steadily gain in its capacity to lend strength to the just cause of
the colored people.

Class Struggle Road

Throughout the years the Socialist Workers Party has consistentv'
ly supported the struggle for Negro equality, Our efforts have in-
cluded: demands for effective governmental action to enforce civil
rights; support to the NAACP, the MIA and other organizations fight~
ing in the interests of the colored people; initiation of protest ac-
tions against police brutality, legal frameups, lynch terror, segre-
gation, job discriminatlon and other Jim~Crow practicesj; support to
Negro candidates for public office so long as they were independent
of the Democratic and Republican partiese

In the unlons the Socialist Workers Party has slded with the
colored workers in their fight for full membership rights and for
Negro representation in the leadership. We have consistently urged
organized labor to give full backing tu the Negro pecple. We have
sought to explain why the labor movement must have the support of the
colored workers to win its battles and why success for the civil
rights movement depends on the support of the white working class.
Above all we have stressed the need for class political consciousness
among worker militants, colored and white, as the key to victory for
both movements, Discrimination against the Negro people is only the
crudest expression of the many forms of discrimination and oppression
existing under capitalism., If these spcial wrongs are to be overcome.
it 1s necessary to abolish the capltalist system of class exploita-
tlon that breeds these wrongs and to replace it with a socialist

soclety founded on the principles of justice and equality for all who
tOils
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In accordance with these concepts the Socialist Workers Party
belleves the socialist movement should advocate: Complete economic,
soclal and political equality for all minority peoples. Abolish all
forms of bureaucratic control within the mass movement and establish
complete rank and file democracy, Discard all class collaboration-—
ist policies and institute class struggle methods. Fight for equal~
ity through mass action instead of relying on the capitalist govern-
ment to grant reforms. Run independent Negro candidates in opposi-
tion to both capitalist parties, Full union support to the civil
rights movement.s A labor-Negro alliance to launch an independent
labor party based on the unions. Replace the capitalist government
with a workers and farmers government. Abolish capitalism and estab-
lish a soclalist soclety,

Only on this class struggle road does the Socialist Workers
Party believe the civil rights question can be fundamentally and

permanently resolved,

April 3, 1957.
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