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EXPLANATORY NOTE

by Joseph Hansen

This bulletin consists of documents cir-
culated in the International Marxist Group, the
British section of the Fourth International,
during an internal discussion that began in
December, 1969, in preparation for a conference
scheduled for March, 1970.

The Political Committee of the Socialist
Workers Party considered the discussion to be
of such interest as to warrant making at least
the main contributions available for the infor-
mation of the members of the world Trotskyist
movement as a whole. The Political Committee
therefore suggested to the United Secretariat
that the two tendencies which had formed in
the IMG be asked to select whatever documents
of either side they considered to be of princi-
pal interest, and that these be published in
the International Information Bulletin.

The United Secretariat, of course, had
no objection to making the documents available
as information to the members of the world
Trotskyist movement, but pointed out that in
many countries the Bulletin is called the
International Discussion Bulletin and that to
make the documents avallable there would imply
opening an international discussion immedi-

" ately on the subjects on dispute in the
British section. To avoid this, the United
Secretariat suggested that the IMG reprint
the documents and make these available to
other sections and sympathizing groups or
parties, with the understanding that if this
proved insufficient and the other sections or
groups or parties wished to, they could
reproduce the documents themselves for the
information of their own members. When the
discussion period opens in preparation for
the next world congress of the Fourth
International, the United Secretariate
out, any section can —-- as in the case
discussions elsewhere in the Fourth
International —-- make any contributions it
considers advisable on the subjects raised
in the IMG discussion.

pointed
of

Accordingly, the Political Committee
of the SWP has made a selection of the docu-

ments circulated in the IMG discussion for
the information of members of the Socialist
Workers Party.

A few editorial problems should be
mentioned. Not all the bulletins of the IMG
are numbered or dated. In some linstances
contributions were circulated to members
without being included formally in a given
bulletin. We have tried in these instances
to follow a chronological order. In addition,
various typographical errors crept into the
roneced (mimeographed) documents. Where
these appeared obvious we took the liberty
of correcting them, but without claiming to
have caught all of them or to having avoided
adding a few of our own. We hope that these
will prove to be only incidental.

It is possible that some comrades in
the IMG will feel that certain documents not
appearing in this collection should have been
included. We are qulte agreeable to indicating
these to the members of the SWP and to making
them available as a supplement, if they are
otherwise unobtainable and if the National
Committee of the IMG considers that this would
be advisable.

It should be noted that four documents,
circulated in the IMG following the conference,
have been included in this collection because
of their obvious connection with the precon-
ference discussion.

We repeat that this bulletin is not
intended to open a discussion internally in
the SWP. It is intended solely to help keep
our members informed on developments inside
the Fourth International. On the other hand,
when the Fourth International itself opens an
international discussion in preparation for
the next world congress, the Political Committee
of the SWP may then consider whether it wishes
to voice its opinion on the topics raised in
this discussion.

July 21, 1970



A CONTRIBUTION TO THE DISCUSSION ON WEST EUROPEAN

PERSPECTIVES WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO THE U.K.

By John Blair

Intrcduction

This document is the product of two
extensive discussions in the National Committee,
which accepted the general line of its argu-
ment. It is intended to lay the basis for
discussion in the pre-Conference period. Com-
rades could usefully supplement it by reference
to the following:

The Principal Lessons of Scarborough by Peter
Petersen (1967)

Conference Documents on the Labour Party, 1968
and 1969

Report on the 1969 Summer Camp discussion on
European Perspectives

The 1969 Labour Party Conference by T. Southall,
Black Dwarf 24

Draft Document on our Tactics in Europe (re-
ferred from World Congress)

John Blair, 12.12.69.

1. The discussion on tactics in Europe is in-
extricably bound up for us with the discussion
on our own immediate perspectives in Britain,
and in particular with the turn we are making
towards the attempt to build a revolutionary
youth movement in this country. Although there
are very clearly significant differences be-
tween the political experience of Trotskyists
in different West European countries and the
level of development of the working class and
revolutionary movements, enough remains of
common experience to enable a frultful discus-
sion to take place at this level. Inevitably
however, our own contribution to this dis-
cussion and this report itself will, in the
main, take up the particular problems of work
in Britain with its very strong working class
organigsations but its very weak revolutionary
traditions. It is to be hoped that after the
forthcoming European conference, we shall be
able to circulate material drawing in a more
detailed fashion on the experiences of our
comrades in other countries, from which many
valuable lessons will undoubtedly emerge.

2. The discussion takes place within the gen~
eral framework of perspectives worked out in
the document 'The New Rise of World Revolution:'

a) Our economic perspective of a general
slowdown in the rate of expansion of the
imperialist economies with the real possibility
of a generalised recession of these economies
in the early 1970s.

b) The consequent likelihood of a sharp
rise in the tempo of the class struggle, par-
ticularly in the face of incomes policies,
redundancies, pressure for productivity agree-
ments etc.

¢) The continuing relative isolation of
our forces in most countries from the organised
working class movement and the hegemony of
soclal democratic and/or stalinist organisa-
tions over the politics of the class.

d) On the other hand the fact that these
economic difficulties of the capitalist
economy, which will inevitably be reflected
in attacks on the standard of living of the
working class, will take place at the end of
a long period during which these standards have
progressively risen.

e) Therefore the combativity of the
class is liable to be greater than eg. at the
time of the 1929 slump which was preceded by
a long period of stagnation and the defeat of
the class in the General Strike and related
struggles.

£) It takes place within the context of
a series of post war successes for the world
revolution, culminating in the recent period
in the herolic actions of the Vietnamese
against U.S. imperialism.

g) A world wide phenomenon is observable
of a radicalisation of youth outside the
framework of the traditional workers' parties.
This is particularly noticeable in the ad-
vanced capitalist countries.

3. The question of our turn to youth work is
being dealt with in other documents, and it

is not proposed to deal with it in detail here.
However, the key question which we have to

try to answer is the relationship of this turn
to our long term strategic goal of building
the British revolutionary party. The European
document continually and correctly stresses
the essential truth that in the advanced
imperialist countries this will not be done
without the adherence of important sectors of
the organised working class to revolutionary
politics. Experience repeatedly reminds us
that such a breakthrough is the key to putting
revolution on the agenda: the French May 1968
revolutionary upsurge aborted by the French
C.P.; the chronic crisis in Italy which con-
tains the seeds of a pre-revolutionary situa-
tion but which is being stifled by the tradi-
tion workers' parties. In Britain the struggle
against the incomes policy is beling routed by
the 'left' of the trade union buresucracy and
the C.P. (with the collapse of their Trade
Union defence committeesg into the old avenues
of parliamentary action.

4. The experience of those organisations which
call themselves revolutionary, but continually
ignore these facts of life, is a negative exam-
ple we should examine seriously. The S.L.L.
could assemble 1,000 young people to demon~
strate outside the Labour Party Conference,
but it did not have one iota of influence on
what went on inside the hall, and nor d4id the
demonstration make any difference to this
situation. In making the turn towards work
which is primarily outside the structures of
the organised Labour movement we should avoid
making the same kind of migtake. We have con-
stantly to re-emphasise that the very reason
for our existence, for the creation of a youth
movement etc., is to enable us to become a
strong tendency in the politics of the class
itself. The experience of the last few years
shows that we cannot make the simple equation:
disillusionment with social democracy = devel-
opment of political militancy. It becomes
crystal clear that only the comnscious inter-
vention of revolutionary marxists, capable of
conducting the battle for the political destruc-—
tion of the Labour Party will QLur?TEé'."

5. The decisive question is the form this
intervention is to take. The experience of the
entry tactic is examined in detail in the
European document. Its conclusion is that no-
where did we succeed in the long term strategic

goal of opening up a big left wing split in



the mass parties. The experience of the

J.C.R. was in fact, in spite of its important
consequences for our movement, a minor success
set against the tasks we had set ourselves.
The document is right however to stress the
tasks we had set ourselves. The document is
right however to stress that notwithstanding
its relative failure, the entry tactic gave

us a number of important dividends. We should
of course also acknowledge that we tended per-
haps, especially in Britain, to see the likli-
hood of a split in over-formal terms. Thus we
knew that a Labour government would betray
the working class and we assumed from this
that a large number of people in the Labour
movement would rapidly draw the same conclusion
through the experiences of the 1964 Labour
government. We underestimated the loyalty of
the Labour Party to its leadership and the
extent to which the traditional 'left' would
capitulate; also the extent to which by giving
the appearance of opposition, certain sections
would actually serve as a "left arm" of capi-
talism.

6. While the failure of the long term perspec-
tive is to an extent due to factors of this
kind, in the British case, the ultraleft
behaviour of certain other tendencies definite-
ly played a role in minimising the gains which
were made. In particular the role of the S.L.L.
and, to a lesser extent, I.S. at crucial stages
in the development of the Labour Party Young
Socialists, possibly aborted developments which
could have been productive in the development
of a revolutionary youth movement. So that
while we cannot claim any startling successes
for our entry work, this was primarily because
it was conducted with tiny forces, and we
should strenuously defend the method of analy-
sis which led us to adopt this tactic and our
own conduct in relation to that of other groups.

7. In the present period it would be clearly
the utmost dogmatism to maintain this tactic

in the manner of the R.S.L. —-- an organisation
which because of its purely 'national' perspec-
tive, totally failed to analyse recent develop-
ments in world capitalism and their implica-
tions. By burying themselves in the Labour
Party they are assuring that they are quite
unable to attract any of the newly radicalising
layers of youth.

8. The present state of the Labour Party was
well illustrated at the Brighton Conference
(see article in Black Dwarf). The general
picture which emerges is of a low level of
political awareness and a sham left/right
conflict. It is therefore difficult to imagine
any real political struggles taking place in
the Labour Party in the coming period. The
advent of the election will enable the govern-
ment to pull together the remaining ranks
while the ineffectual leadership of the left
trades union bureaucrats will continue to serve
as a left cover for Wilson.

9. The decisive importance of our turn towards
the building of a revolutionary youth movement
consists precisely in the absence of any real
political struggles inside the Labour Party.
This situation favours the rise of ultraleft
ideas and currents amongst the youth who want
to see decisive blows struck against capitalism
and imperialsim in a period when the mood
favourable to such struggles does not exist in
the class itself. The urgency of our devising
the means to draw large numbers of such youth
to the politics of the I.M.G., is that we alone
can offer the careful analysis of the realities

of British working class politics which can
convince these youth of the importance of a
carefully worked out strategy for the
development of revolutionary parties, and
avoid the dissipation of their energies,
and ultimately of course their enthusiasm,
on the mad cap projects of the Maoists,
S.L.L. etc.

10. The question of the coming election

poses a very real problem for our organisa-
tion which must be solved in a very short
period of time. We have to start from the
position that we can have no influence what-
soever on the result. Anything we say or do
will, on the whole, be in the nature of
propaganda amongst the vanguard. This said
however, we must also stress that we do have
an interest in the outcome. It has been argued
that the Labour Party can now be characterised
as a bourgeois party because its active
membership is predominantly middle class and
its leadership accurately reflects the in-
terests of the progressive wing of the ruling
class. Such an analysis would be as super-
ficial as that which calls the workers' states
'state capitalist' on the basis of a super-
ficial examination of their structures. As
long as the connection with the Trades Union
movement lasts -- and for the meantime it
appears likely to, since the union bureau-
cracy have concluded from their triumph over
the "In Place of Strife" proposals that they
can hope to have some influence over the
activities of the leadership -- there always
exists the possibility of working class
struggles being reflected in the ranks of the
Party. The last few years have seen a less-
ening of delegates to the G.M.C.s, but this
has been a question of attendance rather than
allegiance: large numbers of active trade
unionists maintain their Labour Party cards.
In the event of a return to a Tory government
pledged to penal legislation against the
Trades Unions, perhaps a big convulsion at

the top of the party and the emergence of a
leadership which would demagogically oppose
such measures, it might be possible that these
people and others came flocking back. It would
be quite suicidal therefore to dig a chasm
between ourselves and a whole layer of Trades
Union militants, by a premature writing-off

of this organisation.

11. If we maintain the position that the Labour
Party still retains its fundamentally working
class character, then we cannot adopt the same
attitude towards it as our German. comrades
have towards the S.P.D. A smashing defeat for
the Labour Party would represent a setback

for the British working class movement which
could as easily open the way for a right wing
turn as a left one. It would moreover be a
mystifying experience for the class because it
would enable the Labour leadership once again
to pose as a real opposition to Tory policies
and win back at least a part of their previous
support on this basis. We have a direct interest
in keeping the Labour Party in power because
the working class will learn infinitely more
from their actions in Government sbout the
rotten nature of social democracy and the need
for a revolutionary alternative. The contra-
diction between the working class base of

the party and the capitalist politics of its
leadership which we have to exploit, is seen
most nakedly in this context. On this theme it
should be acknowledged that one of our past
mistakes was to underestimate the length of
time it will take in the British situation for
this lesson to be learned.



12. It has been argued that, because a catas-
trophic defeat for the Party would undoubtedly op
open up very big conflicts within the leadership,
and would almost certainly bring about an increase
in the combativity of the Unions who would be more
willing to challenge a Tory than a Labour govern-
ment, this would provide a more favourable situ-
ation for intervention by revolutionaries. In

the short term this is quite correct. But it ig-
nores the long-term problem of the creation of an
alternative. It is doubtful, to say the least,
that we would have the forces in such a situation
to make a really decisive intervention, particu-
larly in view of the ultraleft position of other
organisations who would be most unlikely to make
such a turn. And, as we have constantly reiter-
ated, an eclipse of the Party which was not
accompanied by the emergence of a really viable
alternative, would be a tremendous setback for
the movement.

13. Our propaganda at election time should seek
to place our critical support to the Labour
Party within the context of this kind of analysis,
which must of course be considerably developed
and clarified before then. In other words, we
should adopt Lenin's maxim and state quite clear-
ly that we support the Labour Party as the rope
supports a hanging man. We should see the elec-
tion primarily as the time when we can develop
within the left our particular appreciation of
the situation in the Labour movement and its
importance. But since our main work at this time
will still be in the youth and anti-imperialist
fields, we should also engage selectively in con-
crete action around the election -- the continual
harassment of Government spokesmen and also and
more important, of 'left' M.P.s. The election
offers us the opportunity to present, perhaps
through the Week, an "extra-parliamentary pro-
gramme." The question of parliamentary candidates
requires considerable further analysis and dis-
cussion. It should be dealt with very carefully
and seen in the light of our analysis of how to
build a revolutionary party in Britain. Thus

the ideal situation for such a candidacy would

be where some sections of the local Labour move-
ment were prepared to disavow the Labour Party
candidate in favour of a revolutionary candidate.
Another consideration is that we still remain
very much in a cadre-building stage in which our
main work remains that of carrying on the strug-
gle for hegemony of the vanguard forces. Our
intervention should therefore be on a realistic,
not over ambitious scale and should be designed
primarily to assist in this process.

14. To make a prediction about the outcome of the
election is difficult and indeed pointless. The
precise attitude taken by the bourgeoisie in
Britain towards the coming election, and speci-
fically towards the Labour Party, is an extremely
complext question. In the first place, this
question cannot be treated mechanically as if
some central committee of the bourgeoisie deter-
mined the attitude of the whole class. While it
is possible therefore to say that the Labour
Government is working in the general interests of
the bourgeoisie, it is clear that some sections
will always prefer a Tory government. The value
of the Labour Party to the capitalist class lies
in its capacity to act as a reformist muzzle for
the working class and in certain periods, such

as 1964 onwards, to impose measures like the in-
comes policy, whose imposition by a Tory govern-~
men would create infinitely more problems.

15. But recently contradictions have been revealed
in this process. These stem basically from the
contradictory position of the bureaucracies of

the Labour movement, the analysis of which has
been one of the particular contributions of our
own movement to marxist theory. For while the
leadership of the social democratic parties
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invariably follow capitalist policies, they can
never over a long period become totally identi-
fied with and integrated into the capitalist
state without rapidly losing their capacity to
manipulate their working class base. Hence the
phenomenon, which recurs with great regularity,
of such organisations making a seemingly 'left’
turn. It is in this context that we should
analyse the recent concession made by the Wilson
government to the pressure on it to withdraw
certain proposals in the White Paper 'In Place
of Strife,' proposals which undoubtedly had the
support of the overwhelming majority of the
capitalist class. This concession was a neces-
sity for them to maintain their credibility
with the Labour movement and particularly to
prevent an open rupture with the Trade Union
bureaucracy. But despite this, the early autumn
of this year saw a sustained campaign by the
capitalist media to inflate the Labour Party's
electoral prospects. Whether this is explained
by a real desire on the part of important sections
of the bourgeoisie to keep Labour in power, or
whether it stems from a fear that a resounding
defeat for the Labour Party will reduce the
credibility of the two party system and perhaps
produce a more militant opposition to Tory
policies is a question for speculation. But

the point is made here to illustrate the very
complex nature of this question, for which no
simple answer can be found.

16. The other imponderable involved in such
calculations involves the crucially important
issue of the economic situation at the time of
the election. One or two very recent indica-
tions have shown that this may not develop, in
the short term, quite as unfavourably for capi-~
talism, as we have tended to assume. If this is
the case, the Labour revival which, in the wake
of the Wellingborough and Louth by-elections
appears so unlikely, could become something of
a reality.

17. Our organisation needs to have a number of
contingency plans to deal with our work in the
post-election period. It is not possible here to
set these out in any detail, and they should be
the subject of further discussions in the period
leading up to Conference. However, we should
certainly be prepared to deal with these situa-
tions:

a) A narrow win by the Labour Party which
would be unlikely to call for any immediate
sharp changes of line

b) A narrow victory for the Tory Party
with a relatively confident ILabour opposition

c¢) A resounding victory for the Tories
with the consequent possibility of upheavals
within the Labour Party, perhaps with the advent
of a new leadership. This last variant probably
requires the most discussion since it is the
most likely under which we might have to con-
sider once again committing some of our com-
rades to consistent entry work. But at the same
time it is the variant under which the existence
of a point of polarisation outside the Labour
Party and around a revolutionary youth movement,
might be of crucial importance.

18. In conclusion, we should emphasise that it
is not possible to lay down, in a precise
fashion, the line of our tactics for the next
few years. In relation to the youth movement
for instance, we do not yet know what are the
precise struggles in which our comrades of the
youth fraction will intervene in order to put
on the flesh which will be necessary before we
can think of launching an autonomous youth
organisation. Nor can we predict with any accu-
racy the outcome of the election which will be



which will be of decisive importance with regard
to the situation inside the Labour Party. But we
can arrive at some general conclusions:

a) The entry tactic as hitherto practised is
redundant. We are now in a period in which it will
be possible to win large numbers of youth directly
to the banner of the International.

b) Tendencies amongst the working class —-
especially the most recent rise of militancy in
hitherto dormant and frequently unorganised lay-
ers, indicate that the question may soon be posed
of the possibility of independent interventions
in this field which by-pass the structures of the
organised Labour movement.

c) Therefore there exists the possibility
in the future of influencing developments within
the organised Labour movement in a new way. ie.
by the creation of a developing pole of attraction
outside of its structures.

19. Such a perspective is only dealt with here in
the most general fashion, and a number of notes
of caution have to be added. If in the period of
our entry work, the danger which constantly faced
us was that of opportunist adaption, so in the
coming period the main danger will be that of
ultraleftism. To combat this we should:

a) Organise our Trade Union work at a much

higher level than hitherto. This question should
be the subject of other detailed documents and
discussion in the pre-Conference period.

b) Ensure that our internal educational
work continues to tackle the question of develop-
ments in the Labour Party and to analyse the
experience of the entry tactic, its different
forms etc. in a British and international context.

¢) Constantly propagandise in the vanguard
for our particular conception of the development
of a revolutionary party and defend our 'entrist
orientation.'

Second, we should avoid the danger of over-gen-
eralising from those trends which we discern. For
instance while there is a substantial layer of
radicalised youth, only a minority of youth are
as yet in this position. While thousands of women
workers are becoming more militant, millions
remain conservative and unorganised. While some
workers are disillusioned with the Labour Party,
millions will vote for it in the next elections.
etc.

20. If we can avoid these dangers, maintain a
flexible attitude towards the Labour movement
and make real steps towards building a viable
revolutionary youth organisation, there is

every chance that our organisation can take

full advantage of the opening of this new era
for revolutionary politics in Western Europe.






socialist policies only in a struggle against
Stalinism and by a persistent explanation of what
it is and where it leads. For this reason, pre-
tending it doesn't exist -- an 'old debate' --
only does disservice to such people, and the
thousands of young radicals coming into politics
for the first time. The SDS experience in the
United States is ample proof of where such ideas
lead.

From a confusion in terminology can flow
precisely such a danger.

Such indeed is the role of Monty Johnstone --
representing a tendency very adept at renouncing
the embarrassing but secondary elements of his
movement's history (e.g. purge trials) -- very
adept at defending the essential aspects of
Stalinism (Socialism in one country).

* * *

Letter to the Editor, International, from Connie
Harris, October 1969 ’

Bob Purdie, in his article in the October
issue of International, "For a Free Debate on
Trotskyism and Revisionism" maintains that
"Stalinism" as a term denoting the basic social
nature of the bureaucratic caste in the workers'
states, the political roots of the CPs, and the
theoretical heritage from which none of them has
as yet broken, retains its validity." With this
statement I am in complete agreement. However I
find myself unable to agree with Bob that the
term 'stalinist' has lost its usefulness in the
contemporary world.

From the point of view of Marxism, 'stalin-
ism' has a precise and scientific meaning. It is
an international phenomenon expressed through the
bureaucracies of the workers' states and the
Communist Parties throughout the world. It defines
a bureaucracy that is both nationalistic and
counter-revolutionary but with different social
roots from the bureaucracies in the trades union
and labour movements of social democracy. In
order to develop workers democracy the bureau-
cracies will have to be overthrown by a political
revolution.

According to this criteria, the bureau-
cracies of the degenerated workers' states
remain fundamentally Stalinist, even though
they may also be labelled Titoist, Kruschevist,
Maoist , etc. Likewise the bureaucracies of the
European C.P.s are as 'Stalinist' today as when
Trotsky defined them as such in the 1930's. They
may have differences with Moscow on some questions
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but these differences do not invalidate the fact
that they all derive from the same political
ideology -~ Stalinism. We can expect that these
differences will increase as the bureaucracies
bend in different ways to the pressures of the
deepening crisis of capitalism. Their social
reformist character will bring them more and
more in conflict with the revolutionary forces.

It is true to say that Stalinism expresses
itself in a variety of forms, and so does capi-
talism. Is it not true to say that the forms of
governments in Greece and Britain, for instance,
are different, but that they both have their
political roots in the ideology of capitalism?
Furthermore, that they represent two different
forms of expression of this ideology today? The
invasion of Czechoslovakia alone shows that the
counterrevolutionary role of Stalinism in the
Soviet Union exists today as before.

I agree with Bob, that there is little
advantage that, before we can exchange ideas with
others on the question of Stalinism, we first in-
sist on the acceptance of our definition of
Stalinism. That would presuppose that the debate
had been won before it had begun. It is precisely
because "amongst wide layers of new forces on the
left and dissident elements in the CP's the term
Stalinist has taken on quite a different meaning
from that traditionally used by Trotskyists,"
that we have to explain very clearly that
Stalinism has as precise and scientific a meaning
today as when Trotsky used it.

If we fail to do this we will not help
to clarify the political confusion of those
rank and file members of the CP's who are
questioning the lack of revolutionary action of
their own parties and are opposed to the bureau-
cratlc action of their own leaderships and those
of the degenerated workers' states. Without
political clarity on the exact nature and charac-
ter of Stalinism today, and an understanding
that the distortions of the workers' states and
of the communist parties are inherent in Stalin-
ism how will the revolutionary forces come to
understand the need for political revolution
and consciously help to achieve this?

It is a question of tactics as to how we
conduct our debates and discussions with members
of the communist parties. Let us not allow tactics
to lead us to distort some basic revolutionary
concepts.

Fraternally,

Connie Harris



PAPERS ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF A YOUTH ORGANISATION

1) Resolution on Youth Organisation by Herb . .
2) Some Notes on the Development of a Youth Organisation

by Chan Singh

The following resolution is a re-~draft of a
resolution presented to the December 6-7 National
Committee meeting. The general line was adopted
and what appears below is a re-draft in the light
of the discussion, submitted as a contribution to
the IMG pre-conference discussion.

1) At present and for some time to come IMG will
remain a pole of attraction for the Vanguard
largely at the propaganda level. At all times
youth tends to be most open to revolutionary ideas
and most willing to struggle. Therefore we always
pay special attention to youth as a major source
of recruitment.

2) But at the present juncture youth work m

have not merely a guantitative importance 1n rela-
tion to our efforts To influence the workers'
vanguard but a strategic role in building an alter-
native leadership. e radicalisation of youth
outside the framework of the traditional parties,
presents the possibility of building a Marxist
cadre out of the struggles of revolutionary youth.
Insofar as the youth are able to act as a new
vanguard for the workers movement -- capable of
mass mobilisation, political initiative and organi-
sation, of challenging bourgeois power independent-
ly of the traditional organisations -- we should
alter our entrist orientation and develop an
orientation to youth as the main axis of our work.

3) In Britain the youth radicalisation has pro-
ceded outside the traditional workers' organisa-
tions but has been less deep than elsewhere and
although the youth 'movements' are much broader
than the confines of the existing splinter groups,

. these organisations have a stronger hold over the

rising youth movements than in the case of many
other countries. Thus the phenomenon of a new
youth vanguard counterposed to the old workers'
Vanguard is at present less evident in Britain
than elsewhere.

4) The strength of the splinter groups in relation
to the youth movements, means that a youth organi-
sation will either reproduce the divisions within
the splinter groups or it must differentiate it-
self from the various splinter groups by possess-
ing the full ideological definition of the IMG.

5) A youth organisation cannot be seen as the
sole and adequate road to the building of a revo-
lutionary party or even of a working class cadre.
In fact the presence of a youth organisation
should free the IMG from the danger of adapting
itself to the youth milieu in such a way as to
dilute its organisational principles or limit its
efforts to gain influence or implant itself with-
in the working class movement. The creation of a
youth organisation should be accompanied by a
more systematic effort to work within the or-
ganised labour movement.

6) A youth organisation will achieve successes
only insofar as it is able to transcend the limits
of theoretical debates imposed on their youth
movements by their splinter groups and develop a
concrete analysis and programme for the youth.

The guarantee of political homogeneity and unity
in working out a political line must be furnished
by the IMG itself through its cadres in the youth
organisation.

7) In the present period the youth organisation
cannot expect to win the best elements among youth

ropagandistically but only by combining ideologi-
cal c%arlfy With a real political practice. This
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requires an extensive implantation within a de-
termined milieu and an effective national and
local leadership.

8) A vanguard youth movement, if it is to be

able to lead youth in struggle must have a life
of its own and cannot be 'subservient' to the

IMG. We want to build a vanguard youth movement
that Is in agreement with the political pro-
gramme of the IMG and the Fourth International.
In that sense it will be politically homogeneous
with the IMG and at the same time organisationally
autonomous, -- holding its own congresses, making
its own decisions and electing its own leadership.
Its relationship to the IMG should be one of
fraternal collaboration. Although members of the
IMG in the youth group will be under the disci-
pline of the IMG the day to day relationship
between the organisations must be on the basis

of fraternal collaboration for which there are

no hard and fast formulas.

* * *

Preconditions for youth organisation:

1) In a number of localities our cadres must be
able to take political initiatives in their own
name and to demonstrate their presence as a
political force.

2) We must possess a youth journal which appears
regularly.

%) We must possess a national leadership which
can function effectively. If these conditions are
not fulfilled, duplication of structures will have
small political returns and will tend to over-
stress the embryonic youth organisation and/or
the IMG.

Immediate tasks:

1) Our main sector of intervention should remain
within the education system except in those lo-
calities where we have roots predomirnately among
young workers. In education our main emphasis must
remain in higher education.

2) We should conceﬁtrate in building strong local
bases in three broad geographical areas, Scotland;
Midlands; and London.

3) In the articulation of our organisational work
we should concentrate on: a) Developing a cadre
able to polemicise with other tendencies and put
forward our total programme. b) An agressive re-
cruitment policy. The main instruments for both
these tasks should be: red forum/week circles,
the journal, local schools, a speakers list on
which comrades can draw. c) Seeking to take poli-
tical initiatives which will enable us to draw
new forces toward us in the course of educational
campaigns.

4) We should continue to strengthen the NYCC
paying particular attention to finances.

* * *
Some Notes on the Development of a Youth
Organization -- Chan Singh

1. The way our orientation to youth is developed
will have important effects on our work over a
long period. The pre-conference discussion is
therefore extremely important, as mistakes made
will be serious ones in their long term effects.




2. What are the reasons for having a youth section
It is worth beginning by eliminating false reasons.
It is not the case that youth as a whole is a spe-
cially deprived sector -- it is not as a whole

more deprived than the rest of the population.

Some sectors of youth are deprived, but because

of their particular sectional position -- e.g.
students, school students, apprentices. Thus calls
for, for example "student power" are meaningful in
a way that a call for Youth Power would not be.

Our own organisation should be big enough to bridge
any generation gap, and something would be serious-
ly wrong with it if young comrades felt that they
wanted to work in a separate organisation for
youth alone. There is therefore, unless such faults
do exist in our organisation, no reason to build

a parallel organisation to the IMG.

What are the positive reasons for having a
youth organisation? If young people are divided
sectionally, as is the rest of the population, is
there anything that might be considered a uniting
factor? I think such a factor is in the main one of
mood. Because of the generation gap, deriving in
part from rapid social change (see the excellent
analysis in the first section of the Worldwide
Radicalisation of Youth document for The Ninth
World Congress) the social consciousness of youth
is potentially more flexible than that of many
older people. For various reasons, I think this is
particularly true in Britain. There are therefore
potentialities for bringing wider groups of people
more quickly round a general revolutionary politi-

cal line, organising them for more militant actions,

among youth than among older age groups.

It follows from this that an organisation
can be created on an IMG political programme,
dominated by young IMG members, but covering a
much wider group. Such an organisation would aim
for an accelerated development of political and
organisational consciousness, as well as by lead-
ing radical and imaginative types of political
action.

Further, from such an organisation, the best
comrades could quickly be absorbed into the adult
group (where appropriate their main field of work
could continue to be the youth field) thus en-
abling the more rapid increase in size in the IMG,
which is very urgent. (I contrast this with our
attitude to VSC, where, because of the
correct understanding of the paramount importance
of building a campaign of solidarity, who tended
to be hesitant about recruitment. Since the
reasons for developing a youth organisation are
different, the attitude to recruitment can be,
too.

3. If the above analysis is correct, the type of
organisation we should try to develop follows
logically. It should be autonomous in organisa-
tion, since the mood of youth would be to reject
any organisation which they don't control, but
the links with IMG should be constantly stressed.
Within this autonomy, the IMG members would be
in a dominant position, both by reason of having
organised the group, and by their superior organi-
sational and political consciousness. This will
ensure that new members of the youth group turn
to them for a lead. If all possible comrades are
not recruited to IMG the very moment they are
Jjudged ready, the organisation will inevitably as
it increases in size, grow away from the parent
group. Thus, our comrades should meet regularly
as the IMG youth fraction, and discuss tactics
within the youth organisation. Youth groups
should only be established if IMG members are in
the area, and the youth fraction should be under
the overall control and direction of IMG. In this
sort of organisation it would be very unusual for
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non IMG members to be put on IMG internal sec-

tions since if they were ready for this, they
would presumably be ready for membership.

Summary of this section.

While having organisational autonomy, the
youth organisation would not be parallel, but
subordinate to the IMG, in that the overall
political level of the members would be dis-
tinctly lower. As the level of an individual
young radical rose, he would be immediately
recruited to the IMG. It would be a focus of
accelerated political education, of militant
imaginative actions and a source of recruitment.

4. Orientation to sections within youth. This
important problem needs a separate document.

On the one hand there is a desperate gap in our
organisation in terms of industrial work, and
attractiveness to working class militants. So the
youth organisation could be directed towards
young workers as the Rouge Circles have been in
France very successfully. On the other hand,
recognizing the weakness in Britain in compari-
son with France, it may be necessary to get a
bigger base among students first. It should be
noted however that in this locality there is a
very determined move by radical students to do
work in the industrial field. They will not
accept an organisation which emphasizes internal
work in the university or work on international
issues before work in industry. If this feeling
is more general, or on the increase, its impli-
cations must be met or we shall not be success-
ful.

5. Written material. If the above analysis in
terms of mood is correct it follows logically
that the Week should be the general paper for
attraction and sale by the youth group. It has
been successful because in its imaginativeness
and design breakthrough it has met, and helped
to develop the aspirations of radical youth. If
the youth group is established, a whole section
should be devoted to it, possibly written Dby it.
The Marxist youth journal should be mainly in-
ternal, cadre developing organ, but may be
attractive to some groups, especially university
students.

6. The Youth Oiganisation and Other Organisations.
It follows from the arguments in this documen?t
that the IMG, as the uniting revolutionary or-
ganisation should have absolute priority for
development in new areas. The means will vary
according to locality and opportunity. e.g. Week
circles, Red forums, T.U. defence committees,
Socialist societies. When an IMG branch is
established and efficiently functioning, a youth
organisation can be set up. Then some organisa-
tions could simply be turned into youth sections
(e.g. Week circles, which are likely to be com—
posed mainly of young people%. This will be
easier if the Week has a Youth section. Organi-
sations not controlled by us can either be
abandoned, or used to recruit to the youth
section where we are not powerful enough to get
rid of them.

7. Conclusion. Our youth organisation should
therefore neither seek to be an umbrella organi-
sation for all radical youth, which we could not
control, nor a parallel organisation to the IMG,
which would be superfluous unless the IMG itself
is inadequate. A programmatic agreement without
complete political understanding, and a willing-
ness to be active in action should be the basis
of recruitment to an organisation dominated by
the superior organizational and political
ability of its IMG members.

August 12, 1969



TOWARDS A VANGUARD YOUTH ORGANISATION

by David Cameron

Introduction

This discussion document is submitted as a
contribution to the pre-conference discussion in
the Group. Although it deals specifically with
our perspective of working towards the creation
of a revolutionary youth organisation, it inevi-
tably touches on other aspects of our work. This
is especially the case because I have chosen to
concentrate on trying to situate our youth per-
spectives in the context of our general political
strategy and on raising some of the questions which
I do not feel have been adequately discussed so
far. There remains the other task, which I have
only tackled in general terms -- that is, the
need to make a concrete analysis of youth radi-
calisation in Britain, the British student move-
ment, and so on. That would require a separate
document (or series of documents) which it must
be the responsibility of the youth comrades to
prepare.

David Cameron 10/1/70

l. The first essential when considering our youth
work is to view it as an integral part of our
overall political strategy. In the coming period
this must be to create a revolutionary pole to
the left of the Labour and Communist parties.
This means working towards the creation of an
organisation which is independent of the existing
structures of the British Labour movement, but
which can have an effect on them through its
direct intervention in the struggles of the work-
ing class. The task which is posed before us is
how to make the transition from the Group as it
is at present, essentially an ideological van-
guard, to the creation of an organisation which
can increasingly act as a political vanguard -~
which can demonstrate in action the relevance of
our programme and win forces on that basis.

2. Our immediate problem is the assembling of the
forces necessary to create such a vanguard poli-
tical organisation. Where will these forces come
from? To a limited extent they will come from the
work the Group carries out in relation to the
worker's movement —-- work which is no longer
basically enterist, so that our intervention is
mediated through the existing structures, but
which is oriented towards the developing strug-
gles of the working class. Such work should be
increasingly possible and profitable in the coming
period, through the T.U. Defence Committees, the
Workers' Control movement, "Bullseye," and so on.
But this work can only enlarge our cadre force of
worker militants (or rather create one) without
seriously challenging the reformist-Stalinist
hold over the labour movement. Our analysis of
the world-wide radicalisation of youth indicates
to us that it is from the "new youth vanguard"
that an important part of the cadres for a van-
guard organisation of the working class will
come. And in this sector it is not just a case

of being able to win a numerically strong cadre
force (although that can and must be done) but of
also having the possibility of winning the poli-
tical leadership of a whole social layer which
has largely broken free of Social Democracy and
Stalinism. The student and youth movement in
Britain, at present extremely fragmented and lack-
ing direction could, under a serious revolution-
ary leadership with 2 clear political perspective,
become a real political force. It could initiate
actions which would influence the most advanced
elements of the working class away from Social
Democracy and Stalinism, and greatly accelerate
the process of creating a nascent revolutionary
alternative.
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3. The aim of our youth work, therefore, must be
not Jjust to win cadres to Trotskyism, but to do
it in the course of struggling for and winning
the leadership of the revolutionary student and
youth movement. It is scarcely necessary to point
out that this movement is much less advanced
than in a number of other countries and is at
present in a period of comparative recession.
But if we are able to strengthen our cadre force
and demonstrate our capacity to lead even small
actions in this period, we can be presented with
great opportunities in a period of revival for
the movement. We are confronted, moreover, with
something very close to a vacuum of leadership.
As regards the youth organisations of the
Labour and Communist parties, not only does
radicalisation of the youth no longer take

place via their structures, but they have, in
the case of the Y.C.L., very little, and of the
L.P.Y.S5., almost no influence among radicalised
youth. The S.L.L. and I.S. also have only mar-
ginal, and probably declining, influence. The
incipient spontaneist tendencies present in
R.S.5.F. have receded along with the movement,
but will undoubtedly come to the fore in any
new rise of the student movement. But there are
at present very many militants around the move-
ment, no longer carried along on the crest of
such a mass movement as existed in October

1968, but engaged in small-scale actions and
propaganda work. These militants exist every-
where. Many of them are looking for an effec-
tive organisation and a coherent political
analysis. It is these comrades, predominantly
students, but including a not insignificant
number of young workers, whom we must win, and

‘who can win for us the leadership of the revo-

lutionary youth in Britain.

4. We have to win these youth to the Fourth
International --but how? To a certain extent,

of course, we will win them by convincing them
ideologically. The effectiveness of our theo-
retical analysis should not be underestimated,
particularly in relation to youth who have some
acquaintance with the other political tendencies
on the left. We should miss no opportunity of
taking on these tendencies in political debate
and trouncing them. But this is insufficient.
Essentially we must convince the youth that the
Fourth International has more to offer than
fine principles and impressive political argu-
ment. Generally speaking, it is not our capacity
to analyse phenomena that is in question -- it
is whether we are an effective revolutionary
organisation, whether we can actually lead
struggles -- whether in fact we can put our
ideas into practice. It is worth recalling that
in the field in which we were able to do this in
the past -- the Vietnam solidarity movement --
is the source of much of our political credit
today, won us many cadres, and established us a
credibile political organisation. What we did
then in that one sector we must now do on a
much wider scale. We must, in all the sectors in
which youth are engaged in struggle, be able to
give leadership which can advance these strug-
gles -- in the universities, in the secondary
schools, in the anti-imperialist movement,

among young workers. It is by thus translating
our theory into revolutionary practice that we
will win the leadership of the youth.

5. What do we have to do in order to win the
leadership of the revolutionary youth? We have
to develop programmes for the various sectors,
give our cadres a thorough Marxist education,
and plan carefully our intervention in national
and local struggles in order to be able to win



hegemony. Is the IMG. as an organisation, capable
of carrying out these tasks? To answer this ques-
tion in the negative is not to question the cor-
rectness of the Group's politics. It is simply to
recognise the limitations of a small group. The
IMG has very broad responsibilities as a section
of the Fourth International, despite its small
size. It has to defend in ideological battle the
ideas of revolutionary Marxism. It has to make a
continuing analysis of the contradictions of
British capitalism. It has to maintain an orien-
tation towards the workers' movement, and seek
to win cadres there, even if this work brings
only modest gains at present. It has to develop
its work on the Irish question. And in addition
to all this it has as a priority, the task of
seeking to win the leadership of the revolution-
ary youth, and to win the best elements to the
Fourth International. The size of this task,
along with the fact that the youth movement has

a dynamic of its own, and develops outside the
labour movement, is the basis for the creation of
a youth organisation. Such an organisation will
have to devote its whole attention to analysing
the dynamics of the youth milieu, to elabourating
programmes which can enable us to intervene and
win cadres, and to educating these cadres in
Marxist theory. It will have to compete with
other political tendencies for hegemony among the
youth vanguard.

6 Given the strategic aim of winning hegemony in
the youth vanguard, the necessity of creating a
separate organisation to pursue this objective
stems, therefore, from:

a) The desirability of creating an organi-
sation which can devote its whole attention to
operating within the youth milieu and making the
necessary analyses to enable effective interven-
tion.

b) The effect which this will have in free-
ing the Group to a certain extent from preoccu-
pation with organisational and tactical aspects
of youth work, thus enabling it to devote more
attention to other fields of work.

Consequently, what type of youth organisation
must we create?

a) It must be of a high political level,
a cadre organisation, if it is to be able to
develop the kind of cadres necessary to win poli-
tical leadership among the vanguard youth. Member-
ship of it must be based on an understanding of
the politics of revolutionary Marxism, of the pro-
gramme of the Fourth International, and on a high
level of political commitment.

b) It must, while resting on the same poli-
tical basis as the Group, be autonomous in its
organisation, and in such matters as the working
out of tactics allocation of fields of work, re-
cruitment, etc.

What we must create is in fact a vanguard youth
organisation, which is politically homogeneous
with 1MG, but at the same time an integral part
of the youth and student movement, which regroups
the best elements of the vanguard youth on the

basis of its actions and programmes, and seeks to
play a role of leadership.

7 What, therefore, will be the relationship be-
tween the Group and the youth organisation?
Essentially the latter is an instrument created
by the Group to fulfill a particular function. It
cannot be seen as having the relationship to the
Group which communist youth organisations, in
third, and, till recently, the Fourth Internation-
al have had to their "parent" parties. Basically
these organisations were peripheral to the revo-
lutionary party, subsidiary to it, having no
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dynamic of their own, though organisationally
autonomous. They were a means of training raw
youth to a level where they could join the revo-
lutionary party. In Britain, there is no revolu-
tionary party, and IMG cannot substitute for omne
(and has never tried to do so)e. It views itself
as one of the components of the revolutionary
party of the future. The youth organisation will
be another component. It must be seen, therefore,
not as the youth group of IMG, but as a vanguard
organisation among the youth in political soli-
darity with it -- playing a role which is com-
plementary to that of the Group. The best ex-
ample so far of a vanguard youth organisation
operating in this way is that of the JCR in
France.

8. The key problem in the relationship between
the Group and the youth orgamisation is to com-
bine political homogeneity with organisational
autonomy and tactical flexibility. Political
homogeneity must be assured primarily at the
level of the national conferences and leading
committees of the organisations. This means not
just ensuring that such homogeneity exists on
an abstract, theoretical plane but that in ac-
tual practice the two organisations carry out
different parts of the overall political strate-
gy of the Group. Having said that. the youth
organisation must be allowed the maximum free-
dom on tactical and organisational questions,
bearing in mind that the line between strategy
and tactics is frequently a fine one. There is
no ready made formula to avoid the problems
which will arise here. At a local level, the
closest cooperation between the two organisa-
tions is absolutely necessary -- facilitated,

as at national level, by a considerable overlap
of personnel. Particularly at this level of
day-to-day politics, it would be absolutely
illusory to imagine there will be no problems,
no friction. The problems will arise in life,
and will be solved in life. On the part of the
comrades of the Group who will be working

the youth organisation, it will be absolutely
obligatory to continually bring the experience
of the youth work into the branches and to
discuss it with the other Group members. To

fail to do this will accentuate another tendency,
for non-youth comrades to dogmatically apply the
(indubitably correct) formula that the Group has
at all times control over its members, and to
utilise the right to instruct youth members as
to what line to take in youth work. Such a
tendency would undoubtably cripple our youth
work Dy demoralising our youth comrades, and
would also lead to Justifiable resentment among
non-IMG youth comrades. In relation to this last
point, it is necessary to emphasise that the
political bases of the two organisations will be
the same, and all that will differentiate
non-IMG members will be that they have not yet
become convinced through their own experiences
of the need to belong to the Fourth International.
Consequently, provided that no serious political
differences arise within the youth organisation
(and there is no inherent political basis for
such differences), it should be possible for

our comrades to dominate on all important ques-
tions by virtue of their experience and clearer
political perspectives. We must seek to lead the
youth organisation by politically convincing it,
and imposition by party whip of a "Group line"
should only be a last resort when we have failed
to do this on a major issue of principle. This,
of course, would be a cause for serious concern.
On lesser questions it is better to let the
youth organisation make mistakes and learn from
them than to bureaucratically "correct" them —-
and in any case on such questions the opinion

of a youth comrade with experience in that field
(IMG member or not) may be worth more than that
of an IMG comrade with no experience of youth
work. The most important thing is that, within



the general framework of our strategy, the van-
guard organisation of youth must have the freedom
to take necessary initiatives in line with the
requirements of its work without being unduly
restricted.

9 Many of the problems of creating a vanguard
youth organisation are posed in a rather abstract
way at present because we have really only begun
to approach the question. There is no doubt that
the turn we are proposing is not a simple one,
and many issues will arise which we cannot even
forsee at present. (There is the possibility,
though it is certainly not the most probable
variant, of a short term entry into an existing
youth organisation.) What is necessary in the
immediate period is that we develop the work of
the Youth Fraction and study its experiences very
carefully. Then we will be able to add flesh to
the bones of our present perspective.

The Youth Fraction must seek to:

a) Develop and deepen our analysis of the
dynamics of the youth radicalisation, the student
movement and so on.

b) Develop specific programmes for the
various sectors of youth.

¢c) Provide its cadres with a real under-
standing of Marxist theory and of the politics
of the Fourth International.

d) Plan and carry out our interventions in
the struggles of youth in order to establish us
as a serious political force in that milieu.
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e) Intensify our general political propa-
ganda and agitation among the youth. This means
increasingly utilisation of the weapon we possess
in The Week and the creation of peripheral or-
gznlsatlons such as Week circles, Red Forums,
etc. —

Furthermore, the Youth Fraction must continually
seek as far as possible to become a really auton-
omous entity. This implies a functioning nation-
%l leadership, the development of our youth
Journal, emphasis on financial self-sufficiency,
and above all the creation in the localities of
groups which are defined not Jjust as adjuncts of
IMG but which are really able to operate as a
political force among the youth in that area.

10. When we come to the stage where we are ready
to launch a vanguard youth organisation, this
move must be seen by the broad youth vanguard as
a logical and necessary step. The organisation
must be seen not just as a device to win more
members to IMG, but as a necessary instrument of
the struggle of the youth vanguard against capi-~
talism. This depends of course to a large extent
on the effectiveness and relevance of the inter-
vention of our Youth Fraction in the intermediate
period. Finally, we must not see the youth or-
ganisation as being necessarily a straightfor-
ward continuation of the Fraction. Where there
exlst individuals or groups who are willing to
Joln with us in creating such an organisation,

we must have the most open and flexible atti-
tude. It goes without saying, of course, that
any such regroupment could only be on the most
Principled political basis, and that we would not
dissolve ourselves in any centrist organisation.



THE CASE FOR AN INDEPENDENT REVOLUTIONARY

SOCIALIST YOUTH ORGANISATION IN BRITAIN

By T. Philips

The following contribution to the pre-con-
ference discussion makes an assessment of the con-
ditions which make the construction of a revolu-
tionary Marxist youth organisation objectively
possible. The first section of this paper should
be seen as the document World Wide Youth Radical-
ization and the Tasks of the Fourth International,
presented to the last world congress by the
United Secretariat and which has been published
as the basis for further discussion in the Inter-
national. The full text of the document is avail-
able in the July 14, 1969 special issue of
Intercontinental Press which carried the main
documents of the congress. It is available from
Pioneer Book Service for 4/6 and should be read
in conjunction with this paper.

The document explains the objective basis
for the youth radicalisation and the student
struggles around the world. It describes the
crisis of world imperialism and the pressures of
the "third industrial revolution" on both the
capitalist economies and the economies of the
workers' states bringing about fundamental changes
in the character and function of higher educa-
tion. It explains how this factor along with the
crisis of social democracy and Stalinism makes
the youth and student radicalisation a permanent
and significant force on the world political
scene. The document argues that the Fourth In-
ternational must rise to the challenge of win-
ning these youth -- especially the student youth
where the radicalisation is deepest. It points
out that a general feature of student struggles
underlying the revolutionary potential of stu-
dents has been the natural link-up of "student
issues" and larger social issues.

To meet this opportunity and challenge to
win the radicalising youth to a revolutionary
strategy and organisation and the best of them
to the ranks of the Fourth International, revo-
lutionary, Marxist youth organisations must be
built. They will be built by mobilising youth
in struggle around a program of democratic and
transitional demands embedded in the strategy of
the "red" university or "red" education system.

Ernest Mandel describes the objective basis
for the revolutionary potential of students in
the pamphlet "The Revolutionary Student Movement
-~ Theory and Practice." Here are some key
paragraphs:

"A few days ago when I was in Toronto,
one of the leading Canadian educators
gave a public lecture on the causes of the
student revolt. The reasons, he said,
'are essentially material. Not that
their living conditions are unsatis-
factory; not that they are treated

like badly paid nineteenth century
workers. But socially we have created

a sort of proletariat in the univer-
sities who have no right to participate
in the determination of the curriculum,
no right to at least co-determine their
own life during the four, five, six
Years which they spend at the university.

"While I cannot accept this non-Marxist
definition of the proletariat, I do
think that this bourgeois educator has
partially revealed one of the roots of
the generalised student revolt. The
structure of the bourgeois university
is only a reflection of the general
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hierarchial structure of bourgeois
society; both become unacceptable to
students even with their present
elementary level of social conscious-
ness

"In addition, in Europe, very like-
ly more than in the United States we
have very inadequate material condi-
tions in the universities

"However I must insist that the main-
spring of the student revolt would per-
sist even if these material condi-
tions were corrected. The authori-
tarian structure of the university and
the inadequate substance of the educa-
tion received, at least in the field

of social science, cause more discon-
tent than these material conditions. . .

"This is why the attempts at univer-
sity reform which have been pushed
by the more liberal wings of the dif-
ferent establishments in western neo-
capitalist society will probably
fail . .

"What is the goal of university re-
form as proposed by liberal reform-
ists in the western world? It is in
reality an attempt to streamline the
organization of the university to

fit the needs of neo-capitalist econ-
omy and neo-capitalist society.

". . .an attempt to subordinate the
functions of a university even more
than in the past to the immediate
needs of neocapitalist economy and
society. It will generate a still
higher degree of student alienation

"I do not say we should be indifferent
to any kinds of reforms of the univer-
sity. It is necessary to find some
transitional slogans for university
problems just as Marxists have tried
to find transitional slogans for
other social movements in whatever
sector these come to life. W

A central theme of the world wide youth
radicalization document is the necessity of a
revolutionary leadership with a tramnsitional
approach to the student struggle. Two sections
from the document are reproduced here to empha-
sise this essential aspect of the world wide
student radicalisation.

(Note -- "university" refers to secondary and
higher education.)

Strategy of the "Red" University

Radical circles are hotly debating the
central question of orientation. What should
be the direction and objectives of the student
struggle? What kind of relationship should the
student movement seek with the broader struggle
of the working masses and oppressed nationali-
ties? What sort of program should the revolu-
tionary vanguard put forward for the student
movement?

The reformist tendency maintains that stu-
dents should concern themselves primarily with
narrowly defined university issues -- grades,



courses, the quality of education, living condi-
tions, narrow campus politics. They see struggles
around such issues in isolation from the crisis
of capitalist society as a whole. They counter-
pose such limited struggles to the inclinations
of the politicalized students themselves to take
up issues of key concern to the world, such as
the war in Vietnam.

At the opposite end of the spectrum stand
the ultralefts. Most of their strategies come
down to turning the energies of the student body
away from the academic milieu altogether, to
leaving the campus and taking the student acti-
vigts to the factory gates, or into the "communi-
ty," to distribute leaflets proclaiming the need
for revolution. The Maoists epitomize this in the
slogan "Serve the People."

Both of these orientation should be rejected
as one-sided and sterile. The revolutionary youth
vanguard, to be effective, must put forward a
program that transcends the campus in its goals,
but at the same time includes it; that connects
student demands with the broader demands of the
class struggle on & national and international
scale; that shows students how their own demands
relate to these bigger struggles, are an integral
part of them, and can help to advance them. The
program put forward by the revolutionary youth
must tie together the long range perspectives
and daily work of a revolutionist in the school
arena. The program put forward by the revolution-
ary youth is one that mobilizes for struggle
around the basic issues of the world struggle
and the needs of the student population itself.

The student population is not homogeneous.
Students come from varying class backgrounds,
with widely differing interests and they are on
many different levels politically. Their only
homogeneity consists of their common position
as students in a capitalist society and univer-
sity -- or a bureaucratically deformed workers'
state.

Many politically advanced students, in the
course of struggles around diverse issues, come
to comprehend the need to gain control over their
education and educational institutions and to
recognize that this goal can be fully satisfied
only with the revolutionary transformation of
society. But they puzzle over a way of formulating
the objective so as to tie it in with the current
struggles in society as a whole. How can the bat-
tles over prevailing educational conditions be
linked with the desired goal of completely trans-
forming society? It is difficult for them to see
how their fight as students fits into the general
fight against capitalism. This is a source of
frustration and of searches for shortcuts to the
revolution which in turn breed opportunism and
ultraleftism.

During the massive student protests in
Yugoslavia in June 1968, the Belgrade students
summarized their demands with the call, "For a
Red University!" This formulation was very apt
to their situation, They meant that Yugoslavia
is supposed to have a socialist educational
system but that actually it has been shaped to
fit the interests of the ruling bureaucracy.
Consequently the Yugoslav students face problems
that are quite comparable to those faced by stu-
dents in the capitalist countries. To solve these
problems, they demanded that the Yugoslav educa-
tional system be transformed to what it ought to
be -- let the bureaucratic university give way
to a "red" university.

This idea was also advanced by radical stu-
dents in some of the capitalist countries and
adapted to their situations.
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"For a University that Serves the Working
People -- for a Red University!" With this basic
orientation radical students seek to answer the
questions: "What kind of education shall students
get? Towards what ends should this education be
directed? Who shall control the educational
facilities? What layers in society should the
educational institutions serve?"

The concept of the Red University means
that the university ought to be transformed from
a factory, producing robots, into an organizing
centre for anticapitalist activities, a power-
house for revolutionary education, an arena for
mobilizing youth in struggle for the complete
transformation of society.

The Red University concept as it has
appeared on the campus up to this point, is a
big advance over slogans which refer to the
narrower goal of student-faculty control over
the university. The struggle for autonomy and
self-administration is only one aspect of a
rounded program aimed at helping students to
understand the role of the university under capi-
talist domination, to educate them in the move-
ment to bring the broadest layers of this gener-
ation into the struggle for that revolution.

Included in the concept of the Red Univer-
sity is the need to counter the teaching of
bourgeois ideology, which goes under the name
of "education," whether in the field of sociolo-
8Y, philosophy, economics, psychology, or what-
ever. Revolutionary students must understand
the need to confront the prestige and authority
of the capitalist university and its normally
procapitalist faculty on its own level of theory
and ideology. They must fight against converting
knowledge and its acquisition into a mystique,
the concept that higher education is something
reserved for a select and highly intelligent
few, and not accessible or comprehensible to
the working masses.

The university as an instrument in the
class struggle -- a Red University -- is opposed
to the liberal view of the university as a sanc-
tuary of a privileged minority, holding aloof
from the social and political controversies in
the rest of society. The resources of the uni-
versity should be made available to the exploited
the poor, and the oppressed. Students and facul-
ty should have an absolute right to invite any-
one they please to address them on any subjects
they wish. They should be free to establish
close ties with working class organisations and
parties, the minorities, and the popular masses,
becoming a source of information and enlighten-
ment for them.

The strategy of seeking to convert the
capitalist university into a Red University
has special application in reference to op-
pressed national minorities. The need for omne
or more leading centres of higher education has
been felt at some stage by every powerful move-
ment of an oppressed people for self-determina-
tion. In the struggle for national freedom in
the epoch of the death agony of capitalism, a
university shaped for the special needs of an
oppressed nation serves 8s a symbol and an
agency for developing national consciousness and
national culture in a way most conducive to
overcoming narrow nationalist limitations and
giving the struggle an international perspective.
For both democratic and socialist reasons, the
demand for the establishment, extension and im-
provement of such facilities under nationalist
control must be fought for by the revolutionary
vanguard .

In Belgium the demand for Flemish



universities in Flanders, notably at Louvain, won
broad support amongst the Flemish-speaking popula-
tion and a struggle over this issue even brought
down a government cabinet in Belgium.

In the United States, owing to the rise of
black nationalism as an increasingly strong force
among the Afro-Americans; the Red University con-
cept has appeared in the variation, "For a Black
University." :

The insistence of black students upon
greater access to higher education, upon control
over the curricula, finances and professors in
independent facilities where they can study their
own culture and history, upon the inclusion of
courses of particular interest to Afro-Americans,
and upon opening the doors to "Third World" stu-
dents has led to university and high school bat-
tles from one end of the country to the other.
Backed up by direct actions involving both black
and white students and faculty members, the
actions aimed at forcing the school authorities
to concede on these issues have exposed the deter-
mination of the white supremacist rulers to main-
tain control over their educational factories.
These efforts have also awakened many students
to the revolutionary implications of black na-
tionalism and the *lengths to which the capitalist
class will go to oppose the Afro-American struggle
for liberation.

As shown by its origin, the call for a "Red
University" is similarly applicable to student
struggles in the Soviet bloc. The universities
in the workers' states have acted as prime cen-
tres for expressing grievances of the populace
against the bureaucratic regimes. In their re-
cent struggles, the Polish, Yugoslav, and
Czechoslovak students have advanced concrete de-
mands stemming not only from their own particu-
lar problems but also from those facing the en-
tire working class and its allies. Prominent
among these have been the call for political
freedom, workers' control of production, and an
end to social inequalities.

In the colonial and semicolonial countries
the concept of the Red University can readily be
linked with the traditions of radicalism and the
struggle to establish or to preserve university
autonomy. There the students are now playing, as
they have often done in the past, a role of first-
rate importance in the struggle for revolutionary
goals. They have undertaken actions that rapidly
bring them into conflict with antidemocratic re-
gimes, that soon involve issues going beyond the
universities and lead to the mobilization of
popular support among the workers, peasants and
other oppressed sectors of the people.

The battles engaged in by the radical stu-
dents of Mexico, Brazil, Bolivia, Pakistan, India,
Egypt, Mali, Turkey, and a number of comparable
countries show how universal this pattern is.

A Program of Democratic and Transitional Demands

The universities and high schools are all
the more important because of the size of the .
forces involved, their mood of combativity, the
actual struggles they themselves initiate, their
location in the big cities where the greatest
potential forces for revolution are assembled,
their ties to the workers, peasants and plebian
sectors, and their readiness to include issues
going far beyond immediate campus problems. In
addition to all this, experience has repeatedly
shown how valuable the universities and high
schools are, both as testing grounds for the edu-
cation and development of young radicals and as
sources of recruitment to the revolutionary party.
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An impressive example of the possibilities
opened up by a correct policy is provided by the
international campaign which was organized by
student militants in a number of key countrigs
in the support of the South Vietnam NLF and its
struggle against American imperialism. To launch
the solidarity campaign, international connections
in university circles were utilised. Through agi-
tation and actions around this key issue, hun-
dreds of thousands of students became political-
ised and radicalised. The attempts to organize
large numbers of students in demonstrations on
behalf of the Vietnamese revolution frequeuncly
posed the right of the students to use unive?sity
facilities for ends that outraged the authori-
ties bringing the students into collision with
them. Political issues were thus brought to the
fore in sharp form. These confrontations in
turn mobilized more students in the defense of
their democratic rights and further intensified
the struggle.

The validity of the political approach
outlined in the founding document of the world
Trotskyist movement, The Death Ago of Capital-
ism and the Tasks of the Fourth International
has received striking confirmation in the strug-
gles involving the students. What is now re-
quired is to apply this 2pproach in a better-
planned and more thorough way, working out a set
of democratic and transitional demands for
application in this field as it stands today.

The student struggles cannot be isolated
from, or counterposed to, the political issues
arising out of the world class struggle as a
whole. Neither can the struggle for the Red
University be isolated from the task of build-
ing a "red" youth organisation with links to a
"red" Leninist party. Similarly, the program of
democratic and transitional demands arising from
the student struggles is organically linked to
the rest of the transitional program as outlined
in the founding document and developed since
then. The program of demands for the student
movement represents a concrete application of
the general approach outlined in The Death
Agony of Capitalism and the Tasks of the Fourth
International.

The ultimate objective of the Fourth Inter-
national is to link the student struggles with
the struggles of the workers and national mi-
norities at their present levels of development
and orient them toward a combined drive for
state power, bringing into the struggle all the
forces opposed to the capitalist or bureaucratic
regimes.

Proceeding from the existing state of
development and level of consciousness of the
students, these demands express their most ur-
gent needs and grievances, directing them in
the most effective way against the institutions
and authorities that have come under fire from
the students themselves. In mobilising around
such slogans, young militants can come to under-
stand the validity of the tramnsitional program
as a whole and become educated to the necessity
of a fundamental change in the entire capitalist
system.

Because of the decay of the capitalist sys-
tem and the erosion of democratic conquests made
in some instances almost two centuries ago, many
of today's student struggles being over the most
elementary issues, such as the right of free
speech. However, they tend to develop beyond
this level quite rapidly, going beyond the cam-
pus, beyond the framework of democratic freedoms
as conceived in the most revolutionary phases of
capitalism in its rise, reaching into the eco-
nomic area and bringing up problems that can



actually be solved only under a socialist system.
A clear understanding of this logical progres-
sion makes it possible to advance a consistent
series of interlocking slogans that can be readi-
ly adjusted for particular situations. Above all
it facilitates the recognition of suitable slo-
gans of this type originating from the ranks in
combat.

A combined demand for free education and
for a decent standard of living -- to which.
everyone has a democratic right but which can be
provided only in a socialist society that has
overcome the limitations of the capitalist sys-
tem -- is offered in the following series of
suggestions for students in orienting their
actions:

1) A university education for everyone who
wants one, the full expense to be underwritten
by the government.

2) No maximum age limit on free education;
no limitation on the number of years a person may
continue in school , or resume school after drop-
ping out, postgraduate studies included.

3) Decent housing for students.

4) An annual salary for all students ade-
quate to their needs and safeguarded against
inflation by automatic compensating increases.

5) Guaranteed jobs for students upon gradu-
ation.

In the struggle by students for control over
their own education, the fcllowing list of "stu-
dent power" demands have been advanced to one
degree or another in various universities inter-
nationally:

1) Abolish government-controlled student
organisations. Recognize the right of students
to organise and govern themselves according to
Sheir own free choice .

2) Joint control by students and faculty
over the hiring and firing of faculty members
and administration officials.

3) Let the students themselves democrati-
cally decide what subjects should be taught.

4) Abolish the powers of professors and
administrators to arbitrarily penalize students.

5) Freedom of political association for
students and professors.

6) The right to utilise university facili-
ties to promote educational and cultural acti-
vities of direct interest to organisations of
the working class, peasants, oppressed nationali-
ties and plebian masses.

In the struggle for political freedom on
the campus, some of the following slogans have
become central issues in major confrontations:

1) University autonomy, to be won or kept
inviolate.

2) Repeal of all laws infringing civil
liberties. End the witch-hunt.

3) The police and all other repressive
forces to be strictly banned from entering uni-
versity grounds or buildings.

4) Dismiss all government officials respon-
sible for victimizing students, workers, national
minorities, political dissidents.
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5) Dissolve the special police forces and
secret political police.

6) Release all the political prisoners.

7) Avolish the censorship, whether offi-
cial or "voluntary" of the press, radio, tele-
vision and the arts and sciences.

8) For freedom of the press, freedom of
association and organisation, freedom of speech,
assembly, petition, and travel, and the right
to engage in demonstrations. -

In student struggles directly involving
national minorities, the fight for their rights
comes sharply and specifically to the fore, as
has been dramatically shown in the United States
in relation to the struggle for black liberation.
The issues arise most often around violations of
democratic rights, or battles to establish them.
They are not confined to the university level but
extend throughout the educational system to the
primary grades. Consequently struggles in this
field immediately affect the oppressed communi-
ties as a whole to a much greater degree than
is the case with majority groups, and the issues
are more easily seen as involving much broader
questions concerning the perspectives of a na-
tional minority in a decaying capitalist society.
Because of this, the possibility of student
struggles having catalytic effects in the minori-
ty communities deserves special attention.

The slogans in this field can be summarised
in the following categories :

1) Recognition of the right of the op-
pressed national minority communities to control
their own public affairs, including education
from kindergarten up.

2) Representation of national minorities
on all policy-making or policy-implementing
bodies of the schools.

3) Against racism and great-power chau-
vinism. For truthful teaching of the history
and culture of oppressed national minorities in
all schools, with periodic reviews by educational
committees elected by the oppressed national
minorities. '

4) Recognition of the unconditional right
of a national minority to use its own language
in the educational system.

5) Unlimited government-financed education-
al training through postgraduate study for
oppressed national minorities.

6) Establishment of adequately financed,
independent university-level educational facili-
ties under control of national minorities.

A special area of concern to students is
the relationship between the school administra-
tion and the giant corporations and their govern-
ment. For big business and the military, the
university constitutes an indispensable recruit-
ing ground. Linked with this is the role of the
universities in highly questionable research
projects undertaken in the "public interest."

In connection with antiwar campaigns, where a
natural connection is easily seen, important
struggles have been initiated in this area.
Typical slogans fall into the following sequence:

1) End the ties between the university and
the military.

2) Abolish secret research by the univer-
sity for the government.



3) Abolish secret subversion by government
agencies of student organisations.

4) Expose the ties between university offi-
cials and big business by making public ALL in-
vestments, holdings and contracted projects of
the university and of all directors trustees and
administrators.

5) Abolish research of special interest to
big business.

6) No recruiting of personnel on the cam-
pus by the big corporations.

7) Lower the voting age and the age limit
on holding public office. 0ld enough to fight,
014 enough to vote, and to have a voice in de-~
ciding public affairs.

The permanent perspective of large armed
forces in the capitalist countries, aimed against
the colonial revolution and the workers' states,
and available for domestic repression, makes the
following central demands important to student
youth as well as working class youth and youth
of national minorities:

1) Defend the democratic rights of all
youth conscripted in the army. No restrictions on

soldiers exercising their full citizenship rights.

2) Abolish capitalist comscription.

In countries suffering totalitarian re-
gimes as in Spain, South Africa and elsewhere,
the universities have repeatedly demonstrated
their importance as incubating centers of or-
ganized revolt. The experience in Spain is now
particularly rich in showing how the efforts of
students to break the grip of government spon-
sored student organisations and to organise
along independent lines parallel similar efforts
by the working class and interlocks with them.

Here the campus struggle centers around a
single broad demand: "For university autonomy!"

As already indicated. this can be readily
formulated in particular slogans that grade into
slogans transcending the struggle on the campus
and connecting up with the broader issues in-
volving the workers, peasants, and plebian masses
in the cities.

The situation is symmetrical to this in
most of the workers states. Here the student
struggle naturally follows the orientation of
pointing up the contrast between the official
socialist ideology and propaganda and the lack
of anything resembling the socialist democracy
which Lenin stood for and explained in State and
Revolution. As shown in Poland, Hungary,
Czechoslovakia, and the Soviet Union itself, the
sequence of demands tends to go as follows:

1) Freedom of discussion of philosophical,
cultural and scientific questions. The right to
express a critical viewpoint.

2) Freedom to discuss historical questions.
Let the truth come out!

3) Freedom to discuss current political
issues.

4) Abolish the cemsorship.

5) For the right to organise and demon-
strate.

6) No political persecution. Let the public
including foreign observers, be admitted to all
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trials.

7) Freedom of travel. No restrictions on
sending representatives to visit youth organisa-
tions in other countries or in receiving their
representatives on visits.

8) Eliminate self-perpetuating social in-
equalities and the special privileges of the
bureaucracy.

9) Return to revolutionary international-
ism.

10) Solidarity with the struggles of the
oppressed in other lands.

Youth radicalism is not restricted to
college and university levels. It has widely
permeated the high schools and in some places
even the upper primary grades. High school stu-
dents in numerous countries have turned out by
the thousands in the mobilisations against the
Vietnam war and have been among their most en-
thusiastic and energetic supporters. The high
school students organised in CAL (Comites,
d'Action Lyceen) played a major role in the
actions before, during and following the May-
June 1968 events in France.

At a certain point in the development of
every youth organisation, its ability to or-
ganise, lead and win over decisive layers.of
high school youth becomes a key test. Revolu-
tionary socialist youth organisations must take
the lead in organising the secondary school
youth, fighting with them for their rights and
seeking to co-ordinate their activities with
other sections of the anti-capitalist struggle.
Scheduled to enter the higher institutions of
learning or go in large numbers into the fac-
tories, these young activists will provide an
invaluable ferment of militancy and socialist
consciousness in both arenas.

To put forward and fight for such slogans
and goals, to advance them in a way to take full
advantage of openings and opportunities, re-
quires a Marxist leadership that is politically
alert, tactically flexible, and able to avoid
falling into either opportunistic adaption to
the student environment or into ultraleft sec-
tarianism.

* * *

British Youth Radicalisation and the Tasks of
the IMG

British imperialism is not immune from the
crisis of world imperialism. Its craven support
for the counter-revolutionary war of U.S. im-
perialism in Vietnam; its failure to suppress
the rising national struggle in Ireland; its
ties with the discredited South African and
Rhodesian racist regimes; the weakness of the
pound; attempts at rationalising industry; in-
creasing redundancies; attempts at control over
the rising militancy of young workers through
the anti-union legislation of IN PLACE OF STRIFE;
Barbara Castle's prices and incomes policy; and
the attempts by the Trade Union Congress bureau-
cracy to strangle shop floor militancy with its
arbitrary and undemocratic "guidelines," all
testify to the effects of this crisis on British
capitalism whose competitive position in the in-
creasing imperialist rivalry is being eroded.

As in other advanced capitalist countries
these pressures have their reflection on demands
for big changes in the educational system.
Coupled with the existence of strong socialist



traditions and a highly organised working class,
with its own political party -- the Labour
Party -- the objective conditions for a general
radicalisation of youth are evident.

A) The effects on the educational system

The class stratification of the British ed-
ucation system is one of the most rigid in the
advanced capitalist countries. At an early age
students are streamed into educational slots, pre-
determining their job status. The binary system
which separates the university from the rest of
the higher educational system, ensures that rela-
tively few make it into the upper echelons of
higher education. Few of these have working class
backgrounds. The British university has tradi-
tionally been a haven for the privileged, and a
training ground for the executive officers, mana-
gers and sons and daughters of the British ruling
class. In this framework, the pressures for
change in the educational system stemming from
the "third industrial revolution" and the needs
of British capitalism, stand out even more sharp-

1ly.

British ¢apitalism, the first to industri-
alize, has to a considerable degree been one of
the last to respond to the need to rationalise
its education system to meet the needs of the
less competitive British economy. Nonetheless as
far back as 1943, the president of the Board of
Trade said:

"Much closer collaboration between in-
dustry and commerce and the education
system is essential if the country is to
develop a national system and the per-
sonnel with the training and the knowledge
adequate to meet the needs of the future."

In 1964 the Robins report stated:

"Unless higher education is rapidly re-
formed it is argued there is little

hope for this densely populated island
maintaining an adequate position in the
fiercely competitive world of the future."

Statistics on the student population indi-
cate the attempts by British capitalism to
solve this problem. In 1939 there were 50,000 full
time university students; 1954 - 82,000; 1962 -
118,000; 1966 - 154,000; 1969 - 205,000. The pro-
jected demand for 1980 is 425,000. While the uni-
versity population will double in the next de-
cade, the non-university sector of higher edu-
cation will treble. The present secondary and
post secondary non-university student population
is about six million. Other figures show that in
the universities, an increasingly major propor-
tion of graduates move into jobs as white collar
workers in industry and commerce. The general
trend is to reduce the divisions and compart-
mentalization of the educational system -- to
rationalise it through comprehensive secondary
schools and through polytechnics in the post
secondary schools. Institutions like the London
School of Economics are more and more embedded in

servicing the research needs of British capitalism.

The Labour Government, in its paper
University Development in the 1970's is attempt-
ing to meet the needs of British Capitalism by
tying students to loans, "indenturing" students
with grants to jobs in industry, increasing the
student-staff ratio, instituting around the clock
use of facilities, developing cram courses of two
Year lengths and restricting foreign students.
The existence of a large number of low paid youth-
ful apprentices in British factories is another
factor in the educational problems facing British
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capitalism. A debate between official student
leaders, academics and government authorities
over the effectiveness of these reforms is now
raging.

Clearly, if not so advanced as in some
other countries, the conditions producing aliena-
tion from rejection of the capitalist edu-
cation system, by large sections of the student
population, on all levels, especially the uni-
versity, exist and will intensify dramatically
in the next period. The fear expressed by lead-
ing bourgeois figures of the student population
during the 1967-68 ISE crisis, is a reflection
of the loose and uneasy ties of the British
youth to bourgeois society.

British capitalism hags not escaped the
permanent crisis of the capitalist university
and educational system -- the objective basis
for the mass radicalisation of its student youth.

More specifically, the objective conditions for
the building of a revolutionary Marxist van-

guard youth organisation, able to lead the
masses of radicalising youth in struggle against
the capitalist education system and capitalist

society existing in all advanced capitalist

countries to one degree or ancther -- exigts
deeply and intensely in Britain too.

B) Significance of recent student struggles

Over the past three years, Britain has had
its share of student struggles. A general survey
shows that they have occurred outside of the
Labour Party, the Stalinist organisations and
the National Union of Students; they have ex-
pressed an interlocking of demands for univer-
sity reform with demands around larger social
issues; they have used forms of direct action
borrowed from struggles in other countries; they
have involved at one time or another big sections
of- a radicalising student population, and in
general followed the patterns of student revolt
of the other advanced capitalist countries.

The 1957 furor over the role of the MI5
political police which had "agents at every
college and university in the British Isles"
and the youthful base of the CND movement was
a prelude to this development.

But it was the LSE occupation in March
1967 which expressed the maturing of the student
revolt. The struggle at LSE, one of the most
prestigious universities and certainly the most
symbolic of the changed role of the university
under capitalism, began over the objection by
students to the appointment of a director in-
volved in the gtabilising of the racist Smith
regime in Rhodesia. It quickly led to a wide
struggle by LSE students in defense of their
democratic rights and for reforms cutting at
the capitalist rule of LSE. The 1968 occupation
of ILSE in support of the Vietnamese struggle and
the London October 27 Vietnam demonstration,
the subsequent repression, gates incident and
closing of the university, elicited solidarity
actions by large numbers of students in at least
20 universities and colleges around the country.

In 1968 there was a struggle at Essex
against the use of the university for germ war-
fare research and for university democracy; the
Leeds struggle against police prying into stu-
dent political activities; the Birmingham occu-
pation for student representation and actions at
Enfield college around the issue of racism. Many
other struggles can be listed; Bristol Hornsey
Sussex Guilford etc. More recent struggles have
involved polytechnic students and students at
training colleges expressing solidarity with
striking teachers. These struggles testify to



the deepening radicalisation among Britains rapid-
ly expanding student population. In these strug-
gles, in line with student struggles the world
over, there has been a linking of democratic and
transitional demands expressing both the needs

and grievances of students in their particular
situations, and the rising class struggle through-
out the world.

One of the most striking examples of this
radicalisation was the mass student and youth
based 100,000 strong London Vietnam demonstration
on October 27, 1968. Another expression of this
was the 1968 founding of the Revolutionary
Socialist Student Federation with around 700 stu-
dents at the founding conference.

However, it cannot be denied that these
struggles have generally been confined to a rela-
tively thin layer of students anchored in the var-
ious tendencies and currents around the socialist
societies. These struggles have mobilised masses of
students from time to time, but no firm student or-
ganisation has emerged. The RSSF is no longer a
factor and in some quarters there is a feeling that
British students are an exception to the rule. Yet
in the past months literally thousands of students
have taken part in demonstrations against British
imperialism in South Africa dramatised through the
tour of the Springboks rugby team. Another indi-
cation of the revolutionary potential among stu-
dents, is the fact that over 2,000 students in 10
cities turned out to hear Ernest Mandel talk about
the rise of world revolution today. The Schools
Action Union has a life in the secondary schools in
many cities drawing 300 in a December strike for
secondary school democracy in London. Even Eton
hasn't been spared with an existing branch of the
SAU. Most recently on January 25, 1970, Edinburgh
students organised a sit-in against class dis-
crimination by university administrators in the
interest of the corporations and the ties of the
University of Edinburgh with corporations with
South African interests. Behind these actions lie
the objective basis for youth radicalisation.

The failure of these struggles to reach
further in mobilising student youth is due not
to objective but to subjective factors. The ab-
sence of a disciplined revolutionary youth leader-
ship with an understanding of the necessity for a
transitional approach to student struggles, is
the main factor lacking. This is the meaning of the
LSE and RSSF experience. In January 1970 two
student leaders were barred from LSE and a stu-
dent arrested in a demonstration against big
business control of the ruling bodies of the uni-
versity. Yet despite the thousands involved in
the struggles only months ago, there appeared no
movement for defense against this repression. In
December 1969 the national RSSF conference regis-
tered its total collapse.

The fact that the LSE movement, which was
organised against repression by a brutally
authoritarian university regime, deeply involved
in the complicity of British imperialism in im-
perialist crimes in Vietnam and Africa, has
"disappeared," and is no longer able to defend
itself, testifies to the failure of the LSE lead-
ership epitomised by the sectarian theorists
around International Socialism and the socialist
society, and the pragmatic anti-theory activists
like Paul Hoch. RSSF,conceived as a mass organisa-
tion based on a loose coming together of tenden-
cies, societies and individuals on the common
platform of rejection of all those not willing
to respond to its demagogic and ultraleft rhet-
oric, carried through its sectarian logic into
total isolation from the mass of the students
caught in the grip of the capitalist education
system.
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Both these experiences express the lack of
a conscious revolutionary leadership within the
student movement, and a tendency of those who
claimed to lead to substitute ultraleft phrase
mongering, sectarian factionalism and pragma-
tism for leadership.

The rejection of the reformism of the lead-
ership of the British Labour Party has been a
healthy impulse of the British student movement.
However, it is evident that the mirror image of
reformism -- ultraleftism and gsectarianism -—-
has plagued the British student movement and has
been a considerable obstacle to its development.
The existence of a revolubionary Marxist leader=
ship would have demonstrated by fighting against
this development, that it was not at all neces-

sary or inevitable.

C) The role of opponent tendencies

The test of tendencies who claim to give
revolutionary leadership, is their ability to
organise and lead sectors of society who are
beginning to move against it. Our principle
opponents in the youth field, the Keep Left
Young Socialists, International Socialism, the
Young Communist League, and the Revolutionary
Socialist League, have all failed in this task.
Their failure to give leadership to the rebel
youth, especially student youth, has been a
significant contributing factor in the disorient-
ing of the student movement. In rejecting the
student youth as petite-bourgeois ?SLL—YS); in
orienting students out of the schools to the
factory gates (IS); in rejecting the essential
revolutionary thrust of the rebel youth by try-
ing to freeze student struggles to educational
reforms (YCL); and by ignoring the action outside
the Labour Party (RSL); these tendencies have
adapted themselves to the worst features of the
newly radicalised youth; failing to give them a
serious perspective for struggle and the pro-
grammatic and organisational traditions of
Bolshevism.

Despite their failures, both the SLL-YS and
the IS have profited considerably from the youth
radicalisation. The ability of the YS to mobi-
lise approximately 500 working class and school
youth at a January 1970 Keep Left conference,
underlines the possibilities for the development
of a revolutionary socialist youth organisation.
The Keep Left YS, although weakened both by its
lack of organisational independence from the
Socialist Labour League, and its sectarian poli-
tical line, exists as a serious organisation,
with an experienced cadre presenting the IMG
with a political obstacle.

The IS has profited by the radicalisation
in the universities. Despite its failure to come
to grips with the problem of Bolshevik organi-
sation, and its rejection of a transitional ap-
proach to student struggles, the IS, by recog-
nising the objective basis for student radicali-
sation, has tended to fill the organisational
vacuum in the universities. The fact that the
IS can mobilise several hundred students who
consider themselves revolutionary socialists if
not Trotskyists, presents another big challenge
to the IMG. Neither of these organisations will
give revolutionary leadership to the student
movement. It is clear that this responsibility
falls to the INMG aided DYy 1ts Lies t0 an inter—
national movement which has responded well to
this challenge.

D) The task of the IMG among youth

The IMG is confronted with three interre-
lated tasks; 1) to win the leadership of Britains



radicalising youth in both the spheres of ideolo-
gy and action. 2) To build a strong revolutionary
Marxist youth organisation. 3) To draw new cadres
from the youth to build the British section of
the Fourth International -- the IMG.

The experience of youth struggles in Britain
point directly to these tasks. To lead the rebel
youth from revolt, to anti-capitalism, to commit-
ments to the Fourth International, requires an
independent revolutionary Marxist youth organisa-
tion with a transitional programme for youth --
especially student youth. This organisation will
only be built by the conscious, systematic inter-
vention of the cadres of the IMG decisively into
all sectors of the student youth. The winning of
the radical youth as cadres for the Fourth
International, is our most urgent task, and will
lay the basis for all our future work in the
class struggle as a whole. The link between revo-
lutionary theory and the working masses who will
reconstruct society is revolutionary cadre. The
objective case for a student oriented revolution-
-ary Marxist youth organisation points to the
direction in which we have to move in order to
win this cadre.

In some countries where there are large
radical youth formations the task of the Trotsky-
ists is to move into these organisations, and
clear them out of the way, by taking the best of
the youth for the revolutionary Marxist youth
organisation. In Britain, we are challenged by a
number of competing tendencies which in their own
way are attempting to win the rebel youth. We
have to fight to win these youth to a revolution-
ary strategy and organisation.

Only an independent, open, revolutionary
Marxist youth organisation can win the best of
the youth, both students and young people in
general, to the political and organisational tra-
ditions of Bolshevism. There are no easy ways or
short cuts. What is required to build this organi-
sation is Trotskyist initiative and leadership of
united actions around a programme of democratic
and transitional demands arising from concrete
struggles.

This organisation should be in political
solidarity with the IMG, but organisationally
autonomous with a full internal life of its own.
In this way it can attract radicalising young
people, who are not yet committed to the Bolshe-
vik perspective of becoming lifetime revolution-
ists, but who are willing and ready to partici-
pate in a broad range of political actions to-
gether with the IMG and its members. It can lead
actions and take initiatives in the student move-
ment in its own name. It can serve as a valuable
training and testing ground for candidates for
IMG membership and make it easier for them to
acquire the political and organisational experi-
ence and education necessary for long term poli-
tical activity. Membership in this youth organi-
sation enables young radicals to decide their
own policies, organise their own actions, elect
their own leadership, make their own mistakes,
and learn their own lessons, in an organisation
in political solidarity with a world revolution-
ary organisation, giving them a program based on
a world view and a hundred years of working class
struggle and Bolshevik, democratic centralist
organisational norms.

The advantages for the IMG are obvious.
This organisation will provide an area of recruit-
ment to the IMG. It helps prevent the IMG from
acting as a youth organisation and from lowering
the norms of Bolshevik organisation and disci-
pline, political maturity and level of theoreti-
cal understanding , to the less demanding levels
of an organisation agreeable to youth.
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This organisation must have its own press,
in its own name, reflecting the Trotskyist pro-
gramme and at the same time being the best or-
ganiser and propagandist for the mass of radi-
calising youth.

This organisation should be a youth organi-
sation, appealing to both student and worker
youth, reflecting the common struggle of youth
against capitalism but with its major emphasis
towards the student youth where the radicali-
sation is deepest.

The IMG is faced with the challenge of
creating this organisation now. The winning of
the radicalising youth in Britain to Trotskyism
and the future of the IMG depends on its ability
to do this.

E) Where we go from here

The experience of the IMG youth fraction
has in general emphasised the main lines of this
paper. The experience has pointed to the neces-
sity of moving beyond discussion circles to ac-
tive national intervention into the youth arena.
In the framework of moving as rapidly as possible
to the founding of an open, independent Trotsky-
ist youth organisation, the following steps
should be taken by the IMG:

1) The youth fraction should take on the
character of a functioning youth organisation.
Although work In non-student sectors cannot be
ignored, especially where there are specific lo-
cal opportunities, the emphasis must be in the
student youth in %oth secondary and higher edu-
cation where the radicalisation is deepest. This
means concrete day to day work in the universi-
ties, colleges and schools; seeking and entering
student struggles with the perspective of lead-
ing them; giving comrades concrete assignments
for work in these areas (e.g. non-student com-
rades can be agssigned to sell literature, do
contact work etc.); orienting the branches to
the building of youth fractions; recruiting con-
tacts to the youth fractions on the clearly
stated purpose of working towards an independent
Trotskyist youth group.

Pivotal to this is the development of a
youth press. This press, an open organ for the
youth fraction, must be clearly oriented to the
building of a Trotskyist youth organisation, ex—
pressing the general line outlined in this paper.
It must at the same time, become the leading or-
ganiser, newspaper and spokesman for the student
and youth struggles in Britain. The use of IMG
resources must reflect this priority.

Within this framework, comrades must take
initiatives on a whole series of questions, for
example: in fulfilling our respomsibility to
mobilise youth in such struggles as the defense
of the Vietnamese revolution; defense of the Irish
struggle for self-determination; the struggle
against British imperialism's role in Africa.
Trotskyist youth must be foremost in leading the
developing struggle for women's liberation, in
organising the defense of victimized students
and building and leading broad united struggles
of students arising from conditions in the uni-
versities, colleges and schools. It is the re-
sponsibility of Trotskyist youth to find ways to
intervene in the coming general elections to
give youth a correct perspective of struggle
against the reformist labour bureaucracy. An open
out-going programme of educational activities
will be a necessary part of this move toward a
Trotskyist youth organisation.

2) A change in the orientation of the IMG
as a whole is required for this shift. 1MG




branches must in general become oriented to the
youth -- especially the universities and other
student sectors. This means the leadership of the
IMG must be oriented to political intervention

in these areas. An artificial separation of "stu-
dent work" and "workers work" is not compatible
with this perspective. The resources of the IMG
must be turned to the necessity of laying the
foundations for the youth organisation.

3) Our perspective must be to move as rapid-

1Z as possible to the founding ol the youth orga-
nisation. e Teadership o € a1 € lead-

ing comrades assigned to youth work, will have

' ose

the responsibility of preparing a transitional
programme for British youth. This programme will
come from the objective situation in Britain and
the experience of our comrades over the next
months, as well as the experience of the movement
internationally. This programme will be the basis
for the launching of & revolutionary Marxist
youth organisation in Britain and a decisive

step forward in the struggle to gather the

mass of British youth under its leadership and
the task of winning the best of them to the
Fourth International.

January 27, 1970



REBUILDING THE ANTI-VIETNAM WAR MOVEMENT -- AN IMG PRIORITY

by S. Williams

. The main resolution of the 1965 Eighth World
Congress of the Fourth International stressed as
"our most urgent immediate task" the strengthen-
ing of the struggle against "the imperialist ag-
gression in Vietnam and for the Vietnamese Revolu-
tion." The National Committee resolution adopted
at the last IMG National Conference dealing wit
Vietnam concluded: .

"The Americans are far from pulling out,
in fact their basic policy remains the
same: to win in Vietnam. After the elec-
tions (in the U.S.) it is most likely the
opposition to the war will reach new
heights. Our tagk is to ensure it is
adequately reflected in Britain. For the
duration of the war Vietnam will be our
number one priority."

Today, the Vietnam struggle remains the
front line of World Revolution -- the pivot of
the new rise in world revolution today as out-
lined in the main resolution of the Ninth World
Congress of the Fourth International. Despite the
heroic resistance of the Vietnamese Liberation
fighters, despite the growing organised opposi-
tion to the war within the imperialist army it-
self, despite the rapidly expanding mass movement
of U.S. troops, the strategic aim of the U.S. im-
perialist ruling class remains the same (even
with sharp internal tactical disputes) -- the

crushing of the Vietnamese revolution and the turn-

ing back of the revolution in Southeast Asia. The
scale of the U.S. counterrevolutionary interven-
tion is rapidly spreading into Thailand and Laos.
More powerful and fiendish weapons of mass de-
struction are being introduced into Vietnam with
the aim of allowing some token troop withdrawals
to ease domestic tensions while stepping up the
attempt to destroy the entire social fabric of
Vietnam through a policy of systematic genocide.

The deepening of U.S. aggression into South-
east Asia has been paralleled by a deepening of
British complicity in Vietnam. The craven support
of the Wilson government for the strategic aims
of U.S. imperialism, reflected by Wilson's recent
pilgrimage to Washington, is simply a continuation
of the long history of British imperialism's in-
tervention against the liberation struggles in
Southeast Asia -- specifically Malaysia and
Indochina. The recent exposures in the capitalist
press of Britain's intervention into Vietnam at
the end of World War II, laying the basis for the
present situation, and British military atrocities
in Malaysia, has revealed the criminal character
of Britain's true role in Southeast Asia.

The controversies raging in the bourgeois
press, the reporting of the Song My Massacre, are
a reflection of the impact of the powerful inter-
national anti-Vietnam war movement stretching
throughout the "Commonwealth" countries, North
America and Europe -- and the unease of sectors
of world imperialism with the course of develop-
ments in Vietnam.

The revulsion of the world's peoples to
U.S. aggression in Vietnam is expressed in Britain
through a recent poll which indicated that six
out of ten people in Britain sympathize with the
Vietnamese over the Americans. In the U.S., mil-
lions of Americans are prepared to take to the
streets in mass actions against the war, while the
legions of the powerful American working class are
beginning to flex their muscles in self-defense
against the war-propelled anti-labour drive of
the Nixon administration. Recent points of con-
tact between these two forces, in the General

Electric strike, point to the possibility for

a link up in struggle of the organised anti-war
movement and the labour movement indicating the
growing ability of the American people to force
the withdrawal of the troops from Vietnam.

The support of the British ruling class for
the Vietnam war is important for the U.S. ruling
class which is more and more having to "go it
alone" in Vietnam. The antiwar movement in
Britain therefore has a major role to play in
the international movement against the war. This
is sufficient reason for us to pause a moment to
assess the state of the anti-Vietnam war movement
in this country. A sober assessment of our work
is necessary to enable us to fulfill our respon-
sibilities to the Vietnamese revolution.

A. How the anti-Vietnam war movement was built

The anti-Vietnam war movement in Britain
has been the most successful movement through
which different left tendencies have been able
to come together in united action to mobilise
opposition to a continuing imperialist war sup-
ported openly by the British government. At its
peak it brought 100,000 people into the streets
on October 27, 1968 -- the largest mass action
in Britain in many years.

This was not a chance happening. It was
our leadership of the Vietnam Solidarity Cam-
paign which spearheaded the anti-Vietnam war
movement and was the underlying factor in its
development. It was our tendency which had a
clear view of the need to build a mass movement
against the war. Through our intervention, the
anti-Vietnam war movement developed as a non-
exclusionist, single-issue, mass action oriented
campaign around a principled theme of solidarity
with the Vietnamese struggle for self-determina-
tion, the immediate and unconditional withdrawal
of U.S. troops from Vietnam and an end to British
complicity in the war. It was through our inter-
vention that the non-exclusionist ad hoc commi-
tees were formed, in the framework of the Leninist
concept of the united front, to carry out the
mass mobilisations.

Since its inception, many discussions have
taken place in the anti-Vietnam war movement
around the above points. Through our leadership
of the VSC, which functioned as the conscious
anti-imperialist wing of the anti-Vietnam war
movement, our understanding of the necessity to
mobilise mass actions on the broadest possible
united basis gave us a decisive political weight
in these discussions despite our size. Many com-
rades who have been recently recruited have not
been through the experience of these discussions.
It is therefore useful to review the basic con-
cepts we fought for during that period.

1. Non-exclusive single-issue campaign:
We saw the possibility of mobilising the largest
number of people possible in action against the
war in this way. People with differing views on
a whole series of issues including the meaning
of the Vietnam war, who identified with the Just-
ness of the Vietnamese fight and the unjustness
of U.S. intervention could get together in common
action against the war. We realised that the
introduction of other issues into the campaign
would reduce the area of agreement, create un-
necessary divisions, and reduce the size of the
mobilisations. In this framework, while knowing
that the only long term answer to imperialism
and imperialist wars jig the program of the Fourth
International, we did not attempt to impose
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this program on the anti-Vietnam war movement
since it represented a minority view of the hun-
dreds of thousands of potential anti-~-Vietnam war
activists. To do this would have excluded those
who did not consider themselves revolutionary so-
cialists from the anti-Vietnam war movement and
cut across our ability to move them into action
against this particular imperialist war.

Maintenance of this united action framework
was the reason the Socialist Labour League refused
to participate in building the united front. Ig-
noring the necessity to build a broad movement
against the war, which would naturally include
the Communist Party, the SLL demanded the anti-
Vietnam war movement adopt its position on
Stalinism. When the movement refused to capitulate
to this attempt to narrow it, the SLL excluded
itself.

2. Principled defense of the right to self-
determination: For some time the Communist Party,
Tiberals and pacifists and other reformist cur-
rents refused to come into the coalition because
of their opposition to the majority position of
immediate and unconditional withdrawal of U.S.
troops. The Stalinists counterposed a demand for
"negotiations."” This position, in the framework
of the Stalinist position of peaceful co-existence
with imperialism, violated the democratic right
of the Vietnamese to self-determination. We main-
tained the U.S. imperialists had no right to be
in Vietnam; they were the aggressors, the cause
of the Vietnamese was Jjust and to demand that the
Vietnamese should negotiate with the aggressors
(a decision only they could make) would mean to
legitimize the aggression of the U.S. By the time
of the October 27 demonstration, the Young
Communist League came into the united front and
accepted the withdrawal position as well. The
Stalinists as a whole no longer push the negotia-
tions line under pressure from the international
anti-Vietnam war movement and the Vietnamese them-
selves who have the withdrawal position.

3. Mass Street action: Throughout the world
the international anti-Vietnam war movement has
been responsible for bringing into the streets
millions of people opposed to U.S. aggression in
Vietnam. The impact of these demonstrations, the
visible proof of the worldwide opposition to the
war, has boosted the fighting spirit of the Viet-
namese, given courage to the antiwar GI's and
other layers of the American people and helped
produce deep divisions in the ranks of the U.S.
imperialists over the tactics to be followed. In
addition to the problems faced by the U.S. ruling
class on the Vietnam battlefield at the hands of
the Vietnamese, they have the problem of increas-
ing social tension at home.

Not all sectors of the anti-Vietnam war
movement have recognized the importance of mass
street actions and for various reasons belittle
the importance of numbers. Pacifists have sug-
gested the heroic acts of individuals have more
impact. Liberals and Stalinists, whose direction
is to confine the movement within parliamentary
channels resist the logic of mass street action
which keeps the movement out of the control of
the "left" parliamentary figures. The ultraleft
suggests small militant actions of revolutionary
"militants" and "anti-imperialists" in punch-ups
with the state repressive forces is more radical
and militant than peaceful mass actions.

Our understanding of the importance of mass
street actions comes from our view of class soci-
ety and the process of social change. Only mass
action by the working class, independent of the
control of the bourgeoise politicians or the la-
bour bureaucracy will bring about social change.
The gains of the working class have come through

this process. In the same way, a victorious fight
against the Vietnam war can only come through
larger and larger mass actions on an international
scale which go beyond the parliamentary strait-
jacket and rely on the power of the working
people in action. A peaceful demonstration of
thousands around principled demands is far more
"militant" and "revolutionary" than a demonstra-
tion of a few hundred "revolutionaries" who suc-
ceed in breaking some windows and injuring a few
cops.

B. Why October 27, 1968 was a major success

When we viewed the October 27, 1968 demon-
stration as a success, it was because it succeed-
ed by its massive size in making a powerful
declaration of the hostility of a wide layer of
British society, especially its youth, to U.S.
aggression in Vietnam and British complicity.
The demonstration drew in new layers of British
youth, far beyond the actual strength of the
various revolutionary tendencies. It set other
layers into motion which could be mobilised in
further actions. It was not only a massive
declaration against the Vietnam war but in a
certain sense an act of rebellion by thousands
of youth against British society, who turned out
despite massive red-baiting and scare campaigns
in the national press -- part of the process of
the worldwide radicalisation of youth. This was
all the more evident since the general theme of
the action clearly posed opposition to U.S.
aggression in Vietnam, solidarity with the Jjust-
ness of the Vietnamese struggle and condemnation
of the role of the British government.

There were a number of more immediate fae-
tors contributing to this outburst. The dramatic
heroism of the Tet offensive burst the bubble of
the U.S. victory claims and the hysterical publi-
city in the capitalist press, reflecting the
panic of sections of the British ruling class
in the wake of the French May-June events, con-~
tributed significantly to the actual size of
the demonstration. Without these "resources" the
demonstration would have been significantly
smaller. However, this in no way minimises its
political significance.

Not all forces involved viewed the demon-
stration as a success. For example, a significant
layer of independent radicals which could be
described as SDS radicals, frustrated in their
attempts to give themselves an organization by
turning the anti-Vietnam war movement into a
vaguely anti-capitalist multi-issue organisation,
broke from the VSC nationally and concentrated
their forces in Camden. From there, they issued
a few copies of "Red Camden" and have turned to
local work around the building of a community
centre.

In retreating from the task of mobilising
masses of people in action against the war, this
layer cynically dismissed the power of mass
action fundamental to the Marxist view of class
society. They did not understand the revolution-
ary logic of a mass movement. In attempting to
turn the anti-Vietnam war movement into some
vague anti-capitalist movement, they refused to
unite with the vast majority who are opposed to
the Vietnam wer but who do not yet have an anti-
imperialist consciousness, let alone an anti-
capitalist one. They rejected the most immediate
and important task of serious revolutionists --
the job of mobilising these people in action
around understandable demands which defend in
practice the Vietnamese revolution. That is -~
those which defend the right of the Vietnamese
to determine their own affairs -- the immediate
withdrawal of U.S. troops and an end to British
complicity. In refusing to see the task of
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winning many more thousands of people to action
around these objectively anti-imperialist demands
and to fight the "negotiations" line of the
Stalinists and labour bureaucracy as the main
priority, these Camden "revolutionists" retreated
before the development of the mass movement,
leaving the scene of the action for work in their
Camden isolation. The opportunity to explain their
revolutionary view to the thousands who could
have been mobilised into action didn't appeal to
them.

C. The anti-Vietnam war movement since October 27

These disputes existed in the period lead-
ing up to October 27 as well as disputes with the
Maoists who viewed a massive punch-up with the
cops as the epitome of revolutionary duty. They
posed problems for our small forces which had the
major responsibility for organising and carrying
out the action. This weakened our ability to in-
tervene to build the base of VSC and make con-
tacts for the IMG. After October 27 we were faced
with further difficulties. Other forces, in addi-
tion to the Camden layer, who came into the mo-
bilisation, began to turn away from the task of
building on this success for their own reasons.
The Stalinists, never happy about the whole de-
velopment, withdrew. International Socialism,
another strong force in the mobilisation, declared
that another October 27 would be a "disaster" and
went into inactivity on Vietnam. These develop-
ments left us alone in VSC with a few indepen-
dents and friendly contact with the YCL. Our in-~
ability to intervene in the demonstration to lay
a firm foundation for the anti-Vietnam war move-
ment compounded the effect of the withdrawal of
these forces. These factors, plus illusions cre-
ated by the Paris peace talks and the posture of
the capitalist press on the end of the Vietnam
war combined to throw the movement into a slump.
When the forces that left the anti-Vietnam war
movement at the point of its biggest success talk
about another "disaster" or say that people were
demoralised because the demonstration didn't
storm the American embassy they are simply trying
to cover up their default and their sectarian
reaction to a living movement with militant
sounding excuses.

New developments in the late summer and
fall of 1969 and the first months of 1970 have
ended the period when objective factors like the
Paris peace talks impeded the movement. The U.S.
escalation, the massacre revelations, the expo-
sure of Britain's role and the expanding strug-
gles of youth have renewed the objective possi-
bilities for mass actions against the war. Yet
despite this, VSC has virtually collapsed. It is
in debt, continues to subsidize its bulletin
Vietnam, barely maintains an office, maintains
Tittle contact with what are now mostly paper
affiliates and its active forces are not much
more than a few members of IMG and a few inde-
pendents. At one stage, VSC had 131 affiliated
organisations which included nine trade union
branches, 34 VSC branches, 21 college and univer-
sity socialist societies, five Labour Party
branches, three Independent Labour Party branches,
15 Labour Party Y.S. branches, 22 branches of
I.S. and 24 other organisations from IMG to SLANT,
a left Catholic group. The VSC covered Britain
with a network of contacts, had leading and pro-
minent people on its national council and con-
siderable prestige throughout the country, not
only because of the mobilisations it initiated
but from its work on the free speech campaign for
the Vietnamese and the International War Crimes
Tribunal.

After October 27 there were three demon-
strations initiated by V8C: March 16, 1969, two
to three thousand strong around the visit of the

28—

Vietnamese; November 23, 1969, 3,000 strong just
after the Song My revelations; and the January
25, 1970 demonstration in opposition to Wilson's
Washington visit. This demonstration mobilised
at the very most 1,500 people including an SLL
contingent of around 600. Far from crystallising
and organising the mass sentiment against the war
and British complicity that exists, the mobili-
sations initiated by VSC have become narrower,
involving besides ourselves some elements of the
YCL and IS, anarchists and individual ultralefts.
No new forces have been drawn in.

D. Which way for the anti-Vietnam war movement?

Before taking up this question it is in-
structive to look at the views of our political
opponents. The Stalinists attempt to look busy
on Vietnam while trying to confine anti-Vietnam
war opposition to parliamentary gestures. IS
from its view of world politics, which never
recognised the central importance of the Viet-
namese revolution in the struggle for socialism,
remains wedded to the multi-issue view giving
no priority to this question. Its slogan of
"March against murder in Vietnam and the U.S."
(referring to attacks on-the Black Panthers)
on the January 11 SLL-YS demonstration is a good
example of this.

The SLL has put forward a more serious
challenge to our view of the development of a
mass anti-Vietnam war movement. The SLL attacks
the VSC as a "middle class protest movement,"
which is by implication anti-working class and
an obstacle to what it calls a "working class
anti-war movement." All sectarian positions
have essential truths about them. The SLL argues
that only the working class has the power to
really affect the outcome of the Vietnam war and
so Vietnam should be brought to the workers.

Who could disagree? But life Jjust isn't that
simple.

An examination of the SLL anti-Vietnam war
campaign shows it to be a rather conservative
and sectarian action with a militant sounding
ultraleft cover. In the words of G. Healy,
"Vietnam should be taken off the streets and
into the factories." What did this mean in prac-
tice in the period leading up to the SLL January
11 Stop Wilson's Visit campaign? Militants were
urged to raise Vietnam in the factories, to pass
resolutions dealing with British complicity,
U.S. aggression and Wilson's trip to Washington
and to send telegrams and letters of protest
calling for the cancellation of Wilson's
Washington visit. But raising Vietnam among
workers is nothing new for VSCe. VSC has always
attempted to extend its influence into the or-
ganised working class. It even produced a pam-
phlet on Vietnam and the trade unions. What the
SLL attacks is VSC's attempt to mobilise in
action the sectors of society that can be mo-
bilised now -- its youth, both students and
workers, and layers of society not directly en-
gaged in the factories at the point of produc-
tion. This is not important, says the SLL, and
then proceeds to paint a picture of big sections
of the class responding to SLI: propaganda on
the war with militant class action. On such
vast illusions, sectarians feed themselves.

Yes -- propaganda linking the war with
the struggles of British workers is valuable.
Those workers who come to understand the full
blown significance of the commection are on
their way to becoming part of the conscious
revolutionary vanguard. But to reduce the strug-
gle against the war to this kind of activity
is just another version of the sectarian 1line
of the best way to help the Vietnamese is to
build the revolutionary party.



At the time of the October 27 action, Viet-
nam and the demonstration were common talk on
factory floors across the country. We can be sure
that the example of mass action, 100,000 people
against government policy, will not be lost on a
big layer of workers in factories who are in
struggle against the same enemy around their own
grievances and experiences with the system. Dif-
ferent forces and layers of society can unite in
struggle against a common enemy. If revolution-
ary socialists refuse to lead sections of society
in struggle when they are beginning to move and
instead counterpose a policy of passive political
education to relatively backward sections of so-
ciety, they condemn themselves as hopeless sec-
tarians unable and unwilling to intervene in the
class struggle in all its manifestations. Such
"revolutionaries" deny that it has been six years
of bigger and bigger mass actions in the U.S. by
mainly students and youth which has laid the
basis for a possible link-up between workers in a
war industry like G.E. and the organised antiwar
movement.

To the SLL we should say: Your January 11
campaign may have been useful propaganda among
workers. The numerous telegrams to Wilson from
union branches was a useful form of protest. But
Jjust who did you mobilise besides the SLL and
periphery? Where is your leadership of the 100,000
who were in the streets two years ago? What is
all this talk about a class action against the
war? Surely you can distinguish between educa-
tional campaigns, symbolic and token protests,
and mass actions. You cannot attack the single
issue mass action, non-exclusionist perspective
of VSC without exposing your sectarian politics
and refusal to engage in real struggles against a
continuing imperialist war.

E. The position of the IMG

None of these tendencies were able to pro-
Jject a course for rebuilding and extending the
anti-Vietnam war movement. The IMG as part of a
world movement which has led the struggle in
defense of the Vietnamese revolution is faced
with this major responsibility in the coming year.

However, recognition of this task also means
recognition of a gradual drift by the IMG away
from its original perspectives for the anti-Viet-
nam war movement. This drift was expressed in the
building of the January 25 demonstration. For
example, at the December 5-6 IMG National Commi-
tee meeting, a resolution outlining a clear per-
spective of broadening the anti~-Vietnam war move-
ment was rejected. Discussion centered not on
getting the broadest participation possible in
the January 25 action, but on providing a mili-
tant action to attract the militants with perhaps
a "seige" of Downing Street. Discussion on the
possible good effects of punch-ups with the cops
replaced discussion on the political impact of
the demonstration and how to most effectively
raise the issue of British complicity and lay the
basis for the next action. The demonstration it-
self was small, unplanned and leaderless. For
example, when anarchists shouted slogans like
"smash IMG' and began burning VSC placards we
didn't know what to do and were not organised to
do anything about it. Eleven demonstrators were
victimised after a punch-up at Downing Street. It
is questionable whether this demonstration con-
tributed to building the anti-Vietnam war move-
ment. While a number of organisations endorsed
the action, the only tendency that actually
worked for the mobilisation was the IMG. Since
October 27, the late starts on the building of
the demonstrations also reflected the lack of
priority the IMG is giving to this work.

This drift has also been reflected politi-

-29-

. 3 of VSC has been centred around
%ﬁiliec£§§i¥§s§grgefend the Vietnamese revolution
from a principled position -- consistent with the
Vietnamese right to self-determination. However,
it is true to say that rather than attempting to
formulate a principled position of support and
solidarity with the Vietnamese s?rugglg in terms
understandable to the non-socialist majority, we
have tended more and more to equate a solldarltz
position with slogans like "Victory to the NLF,
“"Defeat U.S. Aggression in Vietnam" and "Victory
%0 the Vietnamese Revolution.” None of these slo-
gans project demands around which lgrger and
larger numbers of people can be mobilised. A1l
these slogans do is project a desire. They are
simple declarations of where a tiny vanguard
layer of British society stands vis-a-vis the
Vietnam struggle. They don't explain the nature
of the war or project how it is to eqd._A wide
layer of people understand are are willing to
defend the right of nabions to self-determina-
tion. Many (indicated by the lack of a movement
to defend the Irish struggle) do not even under-
stand this.

Marxists must attempt to iptervene ?n the
class struggle, to give leadership, that is, to
project demands around whlch.people can be or-
ganized into action from their present level of
consciousness. Demands which do this and at the
same time defend the pringlples of the 1pt§rna~
tional class struggle. Th1§ ig the_tran51t10na1
approach. In the face of d}fflcgltles or pres-
sures from the objective situation or political
opponents it is possible to lose sight of this
basic approach. An objective appraisal of our
current direction in the anti-Vietnam war work
suggests we have tended to allow ourselves to do
just this. It is significant for instance, that
we never initiate and lead chants on demonstra-
tions demanding the withdrawal of U.S. troops.

We should remind ourselves at this point

of the importance of defensive formulations. A
defensively formulated principled position of
solidarity stresses the Vietnamese are fighting
for their democratic right to gelf—determ}natlon
—— the right to determine their own affairs. A
call for support to the Vietnamese revolution,
an offensive formulation of the same idea, im-
plying its socialist direction,‘does not explain
this democratic aspect of the Vietnamese strug-
gle. The defensively formulated concept can be
understood and defended by far larger numbers.
If there was a masSs revolutiogary 3001a11§t
movement in this country it might be possible
for relatively large sections of British society
to mobilise around industrial action in the arms
industry, to build a volunteer army %o help .
the Vietnamese or even to launch a geperal strike
against the British ruling class in aid of the
Vietnamese struggle for socialism. But to pose
such possibilities is to demonstrate they do not
rest on the realities of the class struggle to-

day.

Demands such as "Withdraw all U.S. Trpops
Now," "Vietnam for the Vietnamese," "Enq British
Complicity in Vietnam" are consistent with prin-
cipled defense of the Vietnamese revolution.
These demands are rooted in the essential demo-
cratic content of the Vietnamese revolution and
can be understood by wide layers of the popula-
tion. If these demands are achieved, Vietnam will
be for the Vietnamese, the revolution will tri-
umph, the NLF will be victorious and the social-
ist revolution in Southeast Asia will havg taken
a glant step forwarde. When Marxists mobilise
broad sections of society around such demands,
recognising the democratic consciousness of the
majority of people —-— including tpe s?udentg -
they are engaging in concrete gctlog in solidari-
ty with the Vietnamese revolution with the



perspective of victory. We should remind ourselves
that this is what we mean by building a broad
non-exclusionist mass anti-Vietnam war movement
in defense of the Vietnamese revolution.

It is in the course of such struggles that
those who have been mobilised can develop an
anti-imperialist or even a revolutionary con-
sciousness, especially if the movement is in the
streets and led by revolutionary socialists.

It is in the course of such struggles that
forces bagically hostile to the Vietnamese revo-
lution can be forced to take part. If the Stalin-
ists, pacifists and liberals are forced to adopt
anti-imperialist slogans, this is good Far from
being an indication of the inadequacy of such
slogans this demonstrates their correctness and
strength.

This is the way forward for the anti-Vietnam
war movement in the coming period. (It is signifi-
cant that the Vietnamese themselves have appealed
for united mass actions around the demand for
immediate unconditional withdrawal of U.S.
troops from Vietnam). It is the responsibility
of the IMG to give this work the priority it de-
serves. The VSC must be re-established as the con-
scious anti-imperialist wing of the anti-Vietnam
war movement and must take the initiative in
building a continuing campaign against the war
centred around mass actions organised by ad hoc
united action committees appealing to all oppo-
nents of the war to organise for the withdrawal
of U.S. troops, an end to British complicity and
the victory of the Vietnamese struggle for self-
determination. A correction of our drift into a
sectarian and ultraleft position in our anti-
Vietnam war work is required if this is to be
accomplished. To continue along the present course
has its own deadly logic. It means bit by bit to
reduce our perspectives of a mass anti-Vietnam
war movement to "militant" and small actions of
"anti-imperialists."” It means to begin to sub-
stitute politics with punch-ups against the
police. It means to isolate the anti-Vietnam war
movement from the mass movement as a whole, let-
ting the labour bureaucracy and the ruling class
off the hook. The fact that the January 25 demon-
stration took on this character underlines the
seriousness with which we must view this problem.

F. How this is to be done

Priority for this work must rest on the
perspective of a continuing anti-Vietnam war cam-
paign centred on nationally co-ordinated mass
actions. British complicity in the war must be a
central focus along with solidarity with the U.S.
and worldwide anti-Vietnam war movement. Vietnam

be made a key issue in the coming election
campaign through demonstrations and leafleting
of election meetings and rallies of both Labour
cabinet members and Tory leaders. Demands must be
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must be made a key issue in the coming election
campaign through demonstrations and leafleting

of election meetings and rallies of both Labour
cabinet members and Tory leaders. Demands must be
made on Labour candidates to respect TUC and
Labour party anti-Vietnam war sentiment by call-
ing for the withdrawal of U.S. troops and an
immediate end to British complicity in Vietnam.
The British government must break with U.S.
aggression in Vietnam! End all research in biolo-
gical and chemical warfare! Break the war con-
tracts of British industry with the U.S. mili-
tary! Place under public ownership and workers'
control industries which maintain such contracts!

We must have the perspective of mobilising
the student population in both secondary and
higher educational institutions against the war.
Tell the truth about the war in the schools:
Teach the history of British intervention into
Southeast Asia! Kick the directors and share-
holders of war corporations out of the governing
bodies of the universities and colleges: No re-
cruiting for war industries in the universities
and colleges! For the right of secondary school
students to organise against and discuss the war
in the schools:

We must have the perspective of taking the
fight against the war into the labour movement.
The TUC and the Labour Party must demand an end
to British complicity and the immediate with-
drawal of U.S. troops! Trade union activists
must campaign for trade union participation in
the national anti-Vietnam war mobilisations and
the international actions against the war! The
complicity of British industry in the U.S. war
effort must be exposed and stopped by the labour
movement !

The VSC as the conscious anti-imperialist
wing of the anti-Vietnam war movement must be
established in the major universities and col-
leges. It must be reactivated with a function-
ing centre in London, a staff worker and expan-
sion of the circulation of its Jjournal. It must
take the initiative in building ad hoc committees
around the country to organise mass actions
against the war. End war-related research now!

This perspective presents no contradiction
to the perspective of building a national youth
organisation. A youth organisation active in
leading a campaign for the defense of a living
revolution, organising in conjunction with an in-
ternational anti-Vietnam war movement and fight-
ing the role of the labour bureaucracy in sup-
porting imperialist crimes in Vietnam, will cer-
tainly be attractive to youth.

This perspective, a realiseable one with
the forces we now have, in an objective situa-
tion favourable to the building of a mass anti-
Vietnam war movement, must be implemented in the
coming year by the IMG if our responsibility to
the Vietnamese revolution is to . be carried out.

February 15, 1970



FROM A PROPAGANDA GROUP TO A LEAGUE FOR REVOLUTIONARY ACTION

by the Political Committee

(This document is in political solidarity with
the "Contribution to the Discussion on West
European Perspectives" and the recent United
Secretariat document on the "Construction of
Mass Revolutionary Parties in Capitalist Europe."
It does not, therefore repeat the arguments con-
tained in those statements.)

The aim of this paper is to help to give a
precise orientation for the organisation in the
coming few years. Such a precise organisation is
a vital necessity for a revolutionary group so
that it knows where it is going and can make max-
imum use of its limited resources. We have lacked
such an orientation since we ceased to see the
building of a left wing in the Labour Party as
our basic strategic task. This is not intended to
be a deep analytical document but instead will
argue some basic propositions upon which my line
of reasoning in advancing the orientation is
based. The appendices are intended to round out
this series of propositions. However, in the com-
ing year or so the International will have to
carry material making a deeper analysis to under-
pin these propositions.

These propositions are:

1) British imperialism is in a chronic cri-
sis which has no immediate solution nor even hope
of amelioration. The relative and absolute decline
of British imperialism has been one of the major
political processes of the twentieth century.
British imperialism commenced the 20th century
with an empire upon which "the sun never set" —--
today, direct colonialism is confined to off-shore
islands like the Falklands and historic accidents
like Gibraltar. British imperialism had an almost
neo-colonialist relationship, through huge in-
vestment, with much of Latin America, the Middle
East and even many countries in Europe -- today
United States and, to increasing extent, newer
competitors like Germany and Japan have largely
replaced Britain in this field. The British navy
once ruled the seas and the British air force and
army were amongst the strongest in the world --
today British military power has declined to such
an extent that the sending of a few thousand troops
to Northern Ireland threw it into a crisis.

However, it would be a mistake to think that
British imperialism is dead or on the point of de-
mise -- only the British working class will put a
final end to "perfidious Albion." Through neo-
colonialist forms of exploitation huge tribute is
still exacted from former colonies and other under-
developed countries. When the relationship of
forces is favourable British imperialism will show
its decayed and gnarled teeth: the Nigerian civil
war, the invasion of Anguilla show its true char-
acter. But Suez was its final fling in trying to
hold back the wheel of history by direct force on a
massive scale. The drastic and rapid decline is
shown by its reaction to the recent events in Libya.
The latter was one of British imperialism's few
successes in the second world war, in fact the
country is a creation of British imperialism. Yet
the new regime was able to order Britain out of
the bases with scarcely a murmur from Whitehall.

2) British imperialism's economic, political
and social institutions were built on the basis
o>f its world dominant position -- hence their
archaic and parasitic features. Now the basis for
these institutions has almost completely eroded
they are thrown into a deep structural crisis in
adapting themselves to the new situation. British
industry, long protected by imperial preferences,
now has to fight for markets against more modern
opponents; it has been ill-equipped to do this
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because of the chronic under-investment caused by
investors preference for higher yields in the em-
pire. The city no longer finds itself monopolising
currency, commodity and insurance transactions.
The balance of payments position is less and less
shielded by investment incomes.

The Tory Party, once the great champion of
the "Jolly 014 British Empire" and social sta-
bility .now tries to posture as a modern European
party with a mildly reformist policy. The Labour
Party, once the party of reform, is now incapable
of carrying out the mildest reforms; since coming
to power it has made the poor poorer (see the
CPAG report) and breaks the record with unemploy-
ment figures; its record on the social services
e.g., housing is appalling even by Tory stan-
dards. The other major party of the past, the
Liberal Party, is reduced to comic opera status,
compelled to put up television personalities in
an attempt to win a few parliamentary seats, and
compelled to tolerate an extremely radical youth
organisation -- a far cry from the days when its
leader, Lloyd George, was the most intelligent
representative of British imperialism at the
height of its power.

None of these parties has an answer to the
crisis -~ principally because there is none --
and all are thrown into a crisis just trying to
find a policy to ameliorate the position. The two
principal reasons for the crisis are both as-
pects of the development of the world revolution-
ary process, Britain's decline vis-a-vis the
colonial revolution, other imperialisms and the
workers' states; and the changed relationship of
forces between employers and workers in Britain
itself. About the first factor, British imperial-
ism, its institutions and parties can do nothing
except react as the process develops. It will, .
furthermore be difficult to change the relation-
ship of forces between the working class and the
bourgeoisie in Britain in the present world
context.

3) The latest attempt to solve this crisis
(or at least ameliorate it) -- the Wilson Labour
Government -- has been an almost complete failure.
Its sole major "success" -- that of temporarily
improving the balance of payments position —-
has been achieved mainly by attacking the living
standards of the British people through monetary
policies (especially the devaluation of the
pound). However, the social function which the
capitalist class hoped Labour would fulfill --
that of instituting an incomes policy, thus in-
corporating the unions almost enbtirely into
neo-capitalist "planning," has been foiled by
the resistance of the workers. The Labour
Government has also failed in its attempts to
change decisively the relationship of forces be-
tween the working class and employers in particu-
lar key industries -- docks, motor cars, print-
ing, etc. In this sense, the struggle against
the anti-trade union legislation, conducted un-
der the leadership of the CP and certain sectors
of the "left" trade union bureaucracy was a par-
tial success. However, because it was conducted
under the leadership of these people there are
greater dangers that a variant of the incomes
policy: that of incorporating productivity bar-
gaining into all wage bargaining will have some
success.

The other, though much less important, "suc-
cesg' of the Labour Government —- that of helpin,
accelerate the rate of monopolisation of Britis
industry is one of the clearest indications of
the class politics of the Wilson Government.



However, even this "success" has an obverse side:
the bringing together of workers in larger units
and huge international and national monopolies
creates the objective basis for a development of
class consciousness. A corollary of the increasing
trend towards monopolisation has been more and
more combine shop stewards committees and work-
ing relations between different groups of trade
unionists in particular industries. One of the
results of all this has been the parity committee
which, despite the disgusting behaviour of people
like Scanlon, has been able to wring huge wage in-
creases out of the employers. So even here the
Labour Government's policies have reaped a very
different harvest from the one it thought it was
sowing.

4) The next possible attempt to solve the
crisis of British imperialism -- a "modern" Tory
Government —- seems no more likely to succeed. So
much so that sections of bourgeois opinion are by
no means certain that they want the Tories to win
the next election. The position of the Economist
is typical of this trend (see article atfached as
appendix). However, the Economist does not tell
the whole tale: a possible variant of trying to
solve the immediate problems of British imperial-
ism would be to try to carry out a massive cut in
the standard of living of the British people by
huge cuts in social services. There would, of
course, be less resistance to this form of re-
ducing living standards than to the equivalent
cut in wages. However, even this solution would
have its dialectic: the long term effects of cut-
ting social services would give rise to a deeper
and more directly social opposition to capital-
ism. The Tory Government, because of its tradi-
tions and composition would have less difficulty
than a Labour Government in carrying out this
kind of operation. It could even mobilise a great
deal of "public support" by a massive campaign
against 'scroungers.' However, there is no body
of opinion in Britain which really thinks that
the Tories have the answer to Britain's crisis.

5) Thus we have a perspective of continuous
crisis -- economic, social and political -- with
no bourgeois leadership capable of presenting a
decisive policy for solving it in the immediate
future. The usual solution in such a situation:

a Labour Government has been tried and found
wanting. At present no bourgeois leadership (or
its agenciesg seems likely (or capable of) an
outright confrontation with the working class.
Some tendencies automatically assume that the
Tories will begin an immediate attack on the
trade unions, if returned in the next election.
They would, of course, feel more confident than
Wilson does now but they seem too astute to
lightmindedly begin a process which will rapidly
result in mass struggles against them. We can
never preclude the possibility of the enemy
making a mistake but on balance it seems unlikely
that the Tories will assist us in this respect.

6) This crisis will almost certainly be in-
tensified by a number of factors: —-- renewed
balance of payments difficulties because of the
U.S. recession (one of Britain's best export mar-
kets) and expected big increases in imports to
rebuild stocks of raw materials which have been
excessively run down in the last period; also
there is likely to be a cost push inflationary
pressure which effects prices of exports -- struc-
tural problems which will be worsened by any slow-
down in the economy, regional imbalance, the prob-
lem of Northern Ireland, inability to absorb the
black population, the contradictions in all
branches of education (see appendix). -- the grow-
ing alienation of the young.

7) Such problems are not new and in the
past the leaderships of the traditional workers'

organisations -- both right and "left" -- have
always come to the rescue of capitalism, when it
has faced them, by diverting and heading off
struggles. However, there are a number of indi-
cations that these leaderships are less and less
able to do this in this period:

a) the inability of the Labour Government to im-
pose an incomes policy and the fact that it had
to withdraw the penal clauses.b) the inability of
the right wing trade union leaders to stop mili-
tant struggles against the Labour Government and
employers; strike figures are eloquent testimony
to this. c¢) the decline in the grip of the
Communist Party over militants which has acted as
a second line of defence for the trade union
bureaucrats in demobilising workers struggles.
The importance of the Communist Party's influence
and role is shown by the way it controlled the
one-day strikes last year. On the other hand,

the recent miners' strike showed that its former
dominant position in this field has declined and
that the process is continuing. The Communist
Party was unable to stop its members from calling
for the resignation of its nominee for NUM secre-
tary, Lawrence Daly. d) the fact that the young
people of today have contempt for the leaderships
of the traditional workers' organisations. There
is no indication that young trade unionists take
the leaders of their organisations seriously
(right or "left"). In another sphere we can note
that the membership of the LPYS and YCIL has
drastically declined since the rise of the youth
vanguard.

But it would be a mistake to think that the
social democrats and Stalinists have lost com-
pletely their ability to disarm the working class.
At this point in time the stage is ripe for
another variant of the social role of the bureau-
cracy of the workers' organisations: that of
"left" social democracy in opposition making
loud noises against an overtly anti-working class
Tory Government. But there are big limits to the
viability of such a maneouvre: at the present
stage anything likely to trigger off mass actions
by the working class presents the possibility of
uncontrolled and unstoppable struggles breaking
out. Labour in opposition would have to be care-
ful how fiercely it criticised the Tories!

8) The combination of a semi-permanent
crisis situation with the inability of any bour-
geois leadership to solve it, and the fact that
the leaderships of the traditional workers' or-
ganisations are less and less able to disarm the
workers and youth, means we can look forward to
a whole period of political, economic, industrial
and social struggles, leading in some cases to
explosions. It would be rash to predict the cer-
tainty of a "May" in Britain in the coming year
or so but certainly we have to do all in our
power to be prepared for really stormy struggles
which can break out very suddenly and be violent.

This is not to say that the level of
working class consciousness has transcended an
"economist" outlook. Whilst, on the one hand,
there is a tremendous accumulated discontent, on
the other, there has been, amongst older workers
especially, a decline in the level of conscious-
ness. This is due to the treachery of the Labour
Party leadership and the failure of a mass left
to appear. However, the key thing is that more
and more sections of workers are prepared to
struggle. The task of the vanguard is to use
these struggles to develop socilalist conscious-
ness amongst more and more layers of workers;
hence the importance of inserting transitional
demands into these struggles which always raise
the question of workers' power.

This state of continows crisis, with
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upsurges and even explosions, can continue for a
protracted period but not indefinitely. Sooner or
later a shift one way or the other will have to
come. There will be a growing tendency in the rul-
ing class to look for a solution via the creation
of some kind of "strong state." An obvious exam-
ple would be a Tory Government, with a huge major-
ity and strong Powellite tendencies to give itself
a mass base, which pledges itself to "deal with
the unions and the troublemakers." Another possi-
ble model would be a coalition Government brought
into existence after some severe crisis. However,
the "strong state" will not be brought into ex-
istence unless the working class has suffered big
defeats. It must be noted, however, that one of
the forms of a defeat is for the workers to ac-
cept big cuts in their living standards without

a fight -- the imposition of the Gaullist re-

gime in France is an example of this.

A workers' solution to the present crisis
would require a conscious leadership. None of
the existing organisations is anything like ap-
proaching this and there is no sign of such a
leadership arising "spontaneously" from the pres-
ent struggles. In fact, it 1s only the strength
of the workers' organisations and the world-wide
favourable relationship of forces which has pre-
vented big defeats from being inflicted on the
working class in the period since the second
world war. Lack of a leadership, even a most
primitive kind, has prevented the working class
from gaining anything like it could from the
present favourable conjunctural circumstances.
Sooner or later, unless a leadership is built
defeats will be inflicted upon the working class
and the way will be open for an evolution to the
right in British politics.

Thus we have at most a few years to help
to create a conscious leadership, largely from
our own efforts. The alternative is clearly a
decisive defeat for the working class and a peri-
od of reaction. In the longer term one can say
that in the next few decades (maybe only one or
two) we must create a conscious leadership in
the advanced capitalist countries, capable of
winning the struggle for power, or the likely
alternative is disaster for mankind (say through
a nuclear war).

9) If the bourgeoisie has a crisis of lead-
ership one can say that the workers' movement is
in a worse state. Our strategy of "Labour to
Power" was premised upon the assumption that a
period of Labour Government would lead to the
emergence of a mass left-wing within the Labour
Party, this leading to a split, the left wing of
which would provide the basis for a further evo-
lution towards a revolutionary party. This has
not taken place because of the impotence of
reformist schemes in a period of capitalist crisis
and the consequent confusion and demobilisation.
The behaviour of sectors of the left was an im-
portant contributing factor: part of the tradi-
tional (ex-Bevanite) left Jjoined Wilson in attack-
ing the working class (Barbara Castle is now chief
advocate of the incomes policy), another part
limited itself to impotent gestures, whilst
evolving to the right just one pace to the left
of Wilson (Paul Rose now castigates the Govern-
ment for capitulating to the Libyans by withdraw-
ing from the bases) and SLL chose to pull out of
the Labour Party immediately after Wilson was
elected (although it must be noted that its policy
had been galloping in that direction for two or
three years. The betrayals of the Labour Govern-
ment and the impotence of the major left forces
to oppose its rightward evolution had far-reach-
ing effects in demoralising for a period whole
layers of Labour Party and trade union activists.
Thus the left wing of the Labour Party was weak-
ened by the Labour Government and many thousands
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of activists were either demoralised or virtually
depoliticalised (although carrying on their trade
union activities).

The Communist Party has been quite unable
to make any real advances in a period which one
might have thought would be extremely favourable
to it. It has gone further to the right putting
all its eggs in the basket of "unity of the
left;" this meaning an alliance with the 'left'
trade union leaders and parliamentarians. As
these zentlemen have evolved to the right the
Communist Party has been dragged along.'Among
the youth and intellectuals of the Communist
Party, the international crisis of Stalinism has
had a devastating effect. Thus in a period of
rising trade union struggles and the radicalising
of wide layers of youth the Communist Party's
membership and influence has gone down. As noted
by the recent Communist Party conference its
membership fell by 6% and sales of the Mornin§
Star by 5,000 in the last two years. The ost
no less than 37% of its membership in the year
leading up to its conference last summer.

The Socialist Labour League, despite its
considerable technical achievement in bringing
out a five-times-a-week newspaper, has been quite
unable to Jjump out of its sectarian skin. It had
the chance with the launching of this paper to
make a turn -- there are even signs that at
least sectors of its leadership recognise the
need for a turn, hence the Vietnam campaign —-
however, instead it has continued to concentrate
its main efforts on justifying its refusal to
work with other tendencies and in particular its
separation from the world Trotskyist movement.
It is likely to make individual gains during the
coming struggles but its ability to hold these
whilst it continues its sectarianism is extreme-
1y doubtful. It too has lost members since the
election of the Labour Government and while re-
liable figures are hard to come by it is useful
to compare the Socialist Labour League's own
figures for participation on its demonstrations.
These show a real decline as highlighted by its
January 11 demonstration where Socialist Labour
League forces amounted to less than 1,000 (prob-
ably many less —- it must be noted that the
Workers Press claimed a total of 1,500 including
the y and IMG contingents) after many weeks
of preparation and propaganda. In the past the
SLL has always brought out a minimum of 2,000
on such efforts and sometimes many more. But
more important is the fact that the SLL with its
present policies will be quite unable to make
the qualitative breakthrough which is required
to construct a revolutionary leadership in
Britain.

The International Socialism group made
considerable gains in membership during the
latter part of 1967 and the beginning of 1968,
then stagnation set in. As could be (and was)
predicted the effect of trying to build an all-
embracing organisation on an unprincipled basis
produced a swamp. IS is deeply opportunist and
this leads it to water down its slogans and pro-
gramme in face of a low political level among
the people it is trying to influence. This is
the basic explanation of why it has adopted a
deeply economist approach in trade union activi-
ties and for its disastrous fiasco of interven-
tion in Northern Ireland. The latter case is ex-
tremely instructive and has been well documented
by the Workers Fight tendency. At all stages in
this affair because it hoped to convert Peoples
Democracy to the Irish IS it capitulated to
Peoples Democracy's political backwardness. This
reached its peak when IS refused to call for the
withdrawal of British troops from Ireland and
attacked those tendencies that did. This is high-
ly instructive because the real test of a







































































































































































































































