
NATIONAI.   ERECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   MINU"S

January  15,   1974
L-----..

No.2

NEC  Present:   Clark,   Finkel,   Hildebrand,   Little,  Miah,   Perez,   Pulley,
Welch,   Whicker

NC  Alt.   Present:   Freiwirth

Chair:   Pulley

Agenda:   1.   Holton  Correspondence

i.   Holton  Cori-es ondence

Finkel reported.

Discussion

Agreed  to  draft  replies  to  Comrade  Holton's  letters.   (See  attached.)

Meeting  Adjourned.
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Madison,   Wig.
January  10,   1974

Andrew  Pulley
YSA   N0
Hew  York_                    _ _ __

Dear  Comrade  Pulley:

Tonight  as  part  of  carrying  out  my  responsibilities  as  a
member  of  the  YSA  National  Committee  I  as]f.ed  to  sit    in  on  the
Madison  I.ocal  Executive  Committee' s  Tasks  and  Pers.pectives  discus-
sion.  My  request  was  rejected  out  of  hand  by  a  majority  of  the
Executive  Committee.   all  of  whom  are  supporters  of  the  Leninist-
Trotskyist  Faction.

I  am  aware  that  it  has  long  been  a  norm  in  our  movement  for
National  Committee  members  to  sit  in  on  such  meetings.  Consequently
I  can  only  consider  the  action  of  the  Maclison  LTF  supporters  pro-
hibiting  me  f ron  doing  so  as  an  act  of  overt  blind  factionalism.

Such  factionalism  has  no  place  in  our  movement  and  in  addition
to  being  a  gross  violation  of  our  movement's  norms  and  traditions
it  is  not  in  the  least  conducive  to  removing  all  organizational  ob-
stacles  in  the  path  of  our  common  attempt  to  resolve  the  political
dif ferences  between  the  LTF  and  the  IlIT  in  a  ecrious  and  political
manner.

I  am.,  therefore,   formally  protesting  the  factional  exclusion-
ary  action  of  the  Madison  LTF  supporters  on  the  I.ocal  Executive
Colrmittee.   I  ask  that  you  take  steps  to  rectify  the  matter  immed-
iately.

If  such  steps  are  not  I orthcoming  then  I  will  have  no  choice
but  to  conclude  that  the  inclusion  of  IDIT  supporters  on  the  YSA
NC  was  merely  a  cosmetic  sham  designed  to  favorably  impress  the
representatives  of  the  IDFT  present  at  the  convention  on  the  eve
of  the  World  Congress.

In  sum, then,  I  trust  that  you  will  inform`me  as  to  whether
the  actions  of  the  Madison  comrades  confirm  the  impression  that  the
YSA  leadership  considers  the  YSA  IT  to  be  a.isloyal,   and,   as  such,
unworthy  of  participation  in  I.ocal  Executive  Committee  meetings,
or  whether,  perhaps,   the  action  was  an  overzealous  bit  of  spontan-
eous  freelance  factionalism  on  the  part  of  the  Madison  LTF  support-
ers,

I  await  your  reply.

Comradely,

s/John  Holton,  Alternate  YSA  NC
Internationalist  Tendency

cc:   Bill  Massey,   IMT,  United  Secretariat
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John  Holton
Madison
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P.O.   Box  471  Cooper  Station
New  York,   N.Y.   10003

January  17,   1974

Dear  Comrade  Holton,

In  your  letter  of  January  10,   1974,  you  charge  the  Madison  local
executive  committee  with  "blind  factionalism"  because  of  its  decision
to  hold  a  closed  meeting  to  prepare  its  spring  tasks  and  perspectives
report.  This  is  nonsense.   i)  No  National  Committee  member  has  an
automatic  "rig-ht"  to  sit  in  on  local  executive  committee  meetings.
2)  Any  executive  committee  has  the  right  to  hold  a  closed  meeting.
3)  An  elected  member  of  the  Madison  executive  committee  who  supports  tht
lhtcrnationalist    Tendency  was  present  at  that  meeting  and  helped  to
draft  the  tasks  and  perspectives  report.  There  is  no  basis  whatsoever
for  your  charges  of  "factionalism..

Your  letter  indicates  that  you  have  a  misconception  concerning
your  re8ponsibilities  as  an  alternate  member  of  the  National  Commit-
tee.  The  primary  responsibility  of  the  National  Committee  is  to  lead
the  entire  YSA  in  carrying  out  the  line  adopted  by  the  convention.
To  facilitate  this,  NC  members  receive  minutes  and  other  materials  from
the  National  Executive  Committee  and  copies  of  communications  I ron
the  National  Office  to  the  locals.  The  NEC  also  `.;elcomes  communications
from  National  Committee  members  as  an  aid  in  its  work.
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mittees  and  participate  in  the  day-to-day  activities  of  the  YSA,   just
as  all  other  members  do.   Participation  on  any  leadership  body  means
added responsibilities  in  carrying  out  the  line  of  the  YSA  arid g!g£
special  privileges.  When  a  NC  member  transfers  to  another  local,   tbe
elected  local  leadership  may  decide  to  invite  that  comrade  to  parti-
cipate  on  the  executive  committee  until  new  elections  are  held.   In
other  cases,   the  executive  committee  may  recommend  to  the  local  that
an  Ncer  be  co-opted  onto  the  executive  committee  to  facilitate  the
functioning  of  the  leadership.  This  is  usually  the  case  when  an  Ncer
takes  on  important  local  responsibilities  in  the  local.  NC  members,
however,  have  no  special  right  to  sit  in  on  any  committees  or  frac-
tions  at  their  own  discretion.

At  the  close  of  your  letter,  you  ask  whether  the  YSA  leadership
considers  the  YSA  IT  to  be  disloyal.  As  Poll.  know,  neither  the  YSA
Convention,   the  National  Committee,  nor  the  National  Executive  Com-
mittee  made  such  a  characterization.  Every  effort  has  been  made  and
will  continue  to  be  made  to  facilitate  the  IT's  participation  in  car-
rying  out  the  decisions  of  our  convention.
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Your  letter  urges  "removing  all  organizational  obstacles  in  the
path  of  our  common  attempt  to  resolve  the  political  differences"  be-
tween  the  majority  and  minority  at  the  last  convention.  These  polit-
ical  differences,  however,  have  already  been  settled  for  the  next
year  by  our  convention,   and  the  discussion  on  these  differences  will
not  be  reopened  until  our  next  pre-convention  discussion  period.  They
will  also  not  be  "resolvcd''  on  local  cxocutive  committees.  The  re-
sponsibility  of  all  members  --  and.  in  particular,  the  national  leader-
ship  ~-  is  to  actively  carry  out  the  decisions  and  campaigns  adopted
by  our  last  convention.

Comradcly,

s/Ricr.  Finkel,
f or  the  National  Executive
Committee

cc:   Madison  ore.anizer



COPY
1,

Andrew  Pulley
YSA   N.O.
New  York
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Madison,   Wis.
January  14,   1974

COPY

Dear  Comrade  Pulley:

Once  again  I  am  compelled  to  inf oi-in  you  of  the  factional  mania
rampant  among  the  LTF  supporters  in  the  Ma.clison  Local  and  ask  that
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nationalist  Tendency.

I  speak  specifically  of  the  action  taken  at  last  night's  Local
meeting  by  sur}porters  of  the  LTF  in  which  they  completely  excluded
the  Internationalist  Tendency  from  any  representation  on  the  Execu-
tive  Committee  even  though  IT  supporters  comprise  50%  of  the  Local.

This  sordid  and  undemocratic  action  is  aStravesty  of  Trotskyist
norms.   It  is  much  more  in  keeping  with  the  "norms"  of  bourg-eois  poli-
ticians  and  Stalinists.

Last  evening.  prior  to  Executive  Committee  elections,   I  pro-
posed  that  given  the  almost  even  breakdown  in  the  Local  betveen  LTF
and  IT  supporters   (9  LTF/8  IT)   it  would  }3e  appropriate  that  parity
be  established  on  the  incoming  E.C.  which  would  consist  of  3  LTF
supporters  and  2  IT  supisorters.  This  pi-oi]osal  was  factionally  re-
jected  by  a  9-8  vote.  Elections  were  then  held  and  the  I.TF  supporters
bloc  voted  to  exclude  every  nominee  of  the  IT  from  the  E.C.   I.   per-
sonally.  declined  nomination  pending  receiving  an  answer  to  my  letter
to  you  of  January  14 4;iF protesting  my  exclusion  from  attending
E.C.   meetings  in  my  capacity  as  a  member  of  the  YSA  N.C.

I  consider  last  night's  factionally  motivated  exclusion  of  IT
supporters  from  the  Local  E.C.  as  part  of  a  systematic  effort  on  the
part  of  the  LTF  supporters  to  demoralize  IT  members  and  drive  them
out  of  the  YSA.

We  will  reject  any  such  efforts  and  will  respond  to  further  at-
tempts  in  a  political  manner.  We  will  not  be  provokedy  We  `i7ill  not
be  intimidated.  We  are  still  giving  the  YSA  National  leadership  the
benefit  of  the  doubt  and  hope  that  last  night's  action  was  a  bit  of
localized  factional  frenzy  rather  than  a  reflection  of  the  National
leadership's  perspectives.  I  trust,  again,  that  you  `.Jill  take  steps
to  remedy  the  situation.

Comradely,

s/John  Holton,  Alternate  YSA  NC
Internationalist  Tendency

cc:   Bill  Massey.   IMT,   Unite.a  Secretariat
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John  Holton
Madison
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P.0.   Box  471  Cooper  Station
New  York,   N.Y.   10003

January  23,   1974

Dear  Comrade  Holton,

In  a  letter  dated  January  14,   1974,  you  complain  that  no  sup-
porters  of  the  Internationalist  Tendency  were  elected  to  the  Madison
local  executive  committee  at  the  January  13  Madison  executive  commit-
tee  elections.   It  is  unlikely  that  this  `i7ould  have  been  the  case,
however,  had  you  not  declined  to  run  for  the  executive  committee  af-
ter  being  nominated  and  motivated  by  a  majority  supporter.

In  evaluating  the  outcome  of  the  elections,   the  newly-elected
Madison  executive  committee  felt  that  their  work  would  be  aided  by
your  participation  in  the  leadership  of  the  local.  As  you  know,   the
executive  committee  then  recommended  to  the  local  that  you  be  co-
opted  onto  the  executive  committee  as  a  voting  member,   and  with  your
agreement  this  was  approved  by  the  local  on  January  20.

Your  charge    of  "sordid  and  undemocratic  action"  that  is  ''in
keeping  with  the   'norms'   of  bourgeois  politicians  and  Stalinists"
is  a  slander.  There  has  been  no  ''factional  frenzy''  on  the  part  of
the  Madison  majority,   and  there  have  been  no  attempts   '`to  demoralize
IT  members  and  drive  them  out  of  the  YSA."  Supporters  of  the  IT  will
continue  to  be  given  every  opportunity  to  help  carry  out  the  decisions
of  the  recent  YSA  convention.

Comradely,

s/Rich  Finkel,
for  the  National  Executive
Committee

cc:   Madison  organizer


