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BI`ussels,   March  19o   1975

John  Barzmam

Intel`nat;ionalist  Tendency
of  the  Socialist  Worker.s  I'arty

Political  Committee

Dear.   Coml`ades ,

Attached  to  this  letter  you  will  find  a  letter  from
the   IMT  Enlarged  Bureau  which  met  on  April  18  in  BI'ussels,
addressed  to  the  IT  Political  Committeeo

This  letter  expl`esses  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  IMT
Enlal`ged  Bureau,   after  a  discussion  it  held  on  the  items
that  al`e  on  the  agenda  of  the  IT  confel`ence  of  April  5-6o

You  can,   of  course,  use  it  for  the  pl`e-confel`ence  dis-
cussion  as  you  want  and  publish  it  in  the  IT  Bulletin  if  you
want.

A  member  of  t;he  IMT  Bureau  will  come  fol`  your  confer-
ence;   and  you  will  receive  informations  about  his  arl.ival
very  soono

Comradely,

Aubin
for  the  IMP  Bureauo

cc:     SWP  National  Office,   United  Secretal`iato
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March  19,   1975

TO:     Political  Committee  of  the  Internationalist  Tendency

FROM:     Enlarged.  Bureau  of  the   IMT

Dear  Comrades,

The  IT  Political  Committee,   aftel`  consultation  with  the  mem-
bers  of  the  Steering  Committee,   has  decided  to  cancel  the  Plenum
previously  scheduled  for  March  15  and  16  and  to  hold  instead  a
delegated  conference  on  Apl`il  5-6o     The  conference  of  the  IT  is
meeting  to  dl`aw  a  balance  sheet  of  the  latest  session  of  the  IEC,   at
which  comrades  of  t;he  leader.ship  of  the  SWP  and  comrades  of  the  lead-
ership  of  the  IT  wel.e  pl`esent  as  fraternal  obsel`vers   (I`eactionary
legislation  pro.hibiting  their  formal  membel`ship  in  the  IEC)a     The
conference  must  also  examine  the  pel`spectives  that  derive  fl`om  this
IEC  session  and  must  set  an  ol.ientation  for  the  whole  IT  in  tbe
coming  periodo

On  the  occasion  of  this  discussion,  the  Bureau  of  the  IMT  wants
to  give  you  its  opinion  on  these  questions,   although  the  IMP  Bureau
claims  no  decision-making  power  in  the  preparation  or  conduct  of  the
conf erenc e a

Ao     Balance   Sheet   of  the  IEC
In  accol.dance  with  the  mandate  of  the  IMP  members  of  the  IEC,
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stressed  the  essentially  positive  chal`acter  of  the  conclusions  of
the  IEC  session  for  the  entire  Internationalo

lo    Politically,  the  discussion  of  the  recession  and  its  polit-
ical  and  social  implications  in  the  advanced  capitalist  countries
showed  that  the  differences  that  exist  between  the  IMT  and  the  IEC
minority  faction  are  not  based  on  a  different  analysis  of  the  I`eces-
siono     On  the  contral`y,   the  unanimous  adoption  of  a  I.esolution  on
this  point  should  pel`mit  the  movement  to  confront  new  developments
in  the  wol`1d  situation  from  a  common  point  of  departure  and  there-
fore  with  lines  of  intervention  that  at  least  confol`m  to  the  frame-
wol`k  of  the  analysis  drawn  up  by  the  entire  Intel`national  leadership,
although  they  will  of  course  differ  according  to  national  I`ealities®

2o     The  adoptio.n    of  a  resolution  on  the  political  situation  in
Argentina  and  the  tasks  of  AI.gentine  TI`otskyists  milit;ants  presented
by  tne  IMT  in  counterposition  to  the  minority  faction's  suppol`t  for
the  orientation  expl`essed  in  the  statement  of  the  Executive  Commit-
tee  of  the  PST  I.aises  the  political  fight  to  a  new  levelo     The
positions  expressed  in  the  PST  statement  are  now,   at  least  formally,
the  positions  of  the  minol`ity  faction,   which  endorsed  them®     The  IMP
is  I;here fore  justified  in  confl`onting  all  the  components  of  the
minority  faction  --  and  thus  also  the  leadership  of  the  SWI',  which
is  in  political  solidal`ity with  that  faction  --  with  the  political
implications  for  their  own  orientation  of  the  conceptions  upheld  by
the  leadership  of  the  PST®

In  such  a  struggle,  the  leadership  of  the  IMP  aims  at  an  impor-
tant  political  objective:     a  differentiation  and  decrystallization
within  the  components  of  the  intel`national  minority  that  I`epresent
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national  majol`ities,  the  actual  transfel`ence  of  the  PST's  theses  to
the  national  practice  of  these  groupings  would  run  counter  to  their
tradit ions o

3o     This  objective,   among  others,   can  be  obtained  only  through
the  prior  elimination  of  organizational  obstacles  that  tend  to  im-
pede  i;he  indispensable  debate  by  providing  so  many  pretexts  for  an
intel`minable  organizational  polemic  that  is  unproductive  for  the
activity  and  education  of  the  Intemationalo

That  is  why  we  consider  the  expanded  participation  of  the  mi-
nority  faction  in  the  United  Secretal`iat  and  its  presence  in  the
Bul.eau  of  the  Usec   as  a  step  forwal`do     That   is  also  why  the  IMP  ac-
cepted  the  pl`esence  in  the  Usec  of  a  membel`  of  the  PST  with  the
status  of  an  obsel`ver  without  counted  or  I.ecol.ded  vote®     The  axis  of
these  ol`ganizational  measures  --  the  last-mentioned  of  which  r.epre-
sents  a  concession  that  is  necessary  in  helping  to  lower  tbe  level
of  tension  now  pl`evailing  in  the  International  --  is  to  bring  the
minol`ity  faction  into  the  leadership  of  the  wol`ld  movement,   includ-
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and  problems  of  lead.ershipo

Any  attitude  that  would  aim  at  excluding  a  significant  minority
of  the  International  from  effective  leadel`ship  positions  --  apart
fl`om  being  in  contradiction  to  the  traditional  principles  of  demo-
cl`atic  centralism  to  which  we  adhere  both  in  the  conduct  of  the  in-
tel`nal  debate  and  in  the  direction  of  the  activity  of  the  Inter.na-
tional  --  would  only  lead  to  results  opposite  to  those  the  IMT  is
seeking:     the  construction  of  a  united  and  strengthened  Inter.nation-
al  capable  of  politically  and  organizationally  aiding  the  develop-
ment  of  t;he  sectionso     By  once  again  I`aising  a  lmot  of  internal  ten-
sions  in  the  movement;,   such  an  attitude  would  only  contribute  to
paralyzing  the  International  with multiplied  f actional  activities
and  would  wind  up  by  heaping  discredit  on  the  International  both  in-
side  and  outside  t;he  sectionso

Imcl'eased  political  and  material  collaboration,  on  the  other
hand,   should  favor  the  col`rect  conduct  of  the  internal  debate  while
sacrificing  neither  the  work  toward  centralization  nor  the  extension
of  the  International's  public  impact,  which  is  requil`ed  by  the  in-
tensification  of  the  class  struggle  nearly  evel`ywhereo

4.a     Finally,   the  recognition  of  the  comrades  of  the  IT  as  fra-
tel`nal  obsel`vers  of  the  International   (in  a  motion  that  was  adopted
by  the  IEC  unanimously)  allows  us  to  envisage  a  rapid  positive  solu-
tion  to  the  gI`ave  crisis  opened  by  the  expulsion  of  the  IT  fl.om  the
SWPo     In  the  meantime,   the  motion  entitles  the  IT  comrades  to  enjoy
all  the  I.ights  I`eserved  for  members  of  the  Fourth  International
(although  it  does  not  recognize  t;he  IT  comrades  as  members  of  the
Fourth  International,   as  that  is  forbidden  by  the  Voorhis  Act)a

Undoubtedly,   the  comrades  of  the  IT  are  disappointed  that  the
IEC  did  not  definitively  settle  the  question  of  their  reintegl`ation
into  the  SWPo     Certainly,   that  would  have  put  an  end  once  and  for
all  to  the  already  t;oo  long  period  of  uncel`tainty  inaugurated  by  the
expulsion  of  the   IT  from  the  SWI'  on  July  4-,   1974.a

The  IMT  has  several  times  unambiguously  expressed  its  position
in  favor  of  the  collective  reintegl`ation  of  the  IT  into  the  SWPo     It
did  this  once  again  at  i;he  IEC  by  stating  its  agreement  with  the
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I`eport  of  Comrades  Karl  Anderson  and  Tantalus,   suppol`ted  by  Comrade
Hoffmamo     But  given  a  choice  between  a  majol`ity  vote  for  the  position
of  the  IMT,  which  in  any  case  would  not  have  been  binding  on  the
minorit;y  faction,   and  a  unanimous  vote  for  the  I`ecommendations  of  the
International  Control  Commission  and  a  common  motion  of  the  IEC  as  a
whole,   the  IMP  preferred  to  choose  the  latter  solution,  because  it
was  the  only  one  that  can  now  aid  the  reintegration  of  the  IT  into
the  SWI'  on  the  basis  of  the  unanimous  I`ecommendations  of  the  ICC  and
the  positions  taken  by  two  members  of  the  SWP  Political  Committee
who  committed  themselves  to  push  within  their  National  Committee  for
the  adoption  of  the  I.ecommendations  of  the  ICC®

In  any  case,  on  the  basis  of  the  statutes  of  the  InteI`national
that  was  the  only  solution  possible,  because  on  questions  of  this
type  the  IEC  does  not  have  executive  power,  but  only  the  right  to
express  an  opinion  and  also    because  accol`ding  to  the  SWI'  statutes
only  the  NC  can  make   such  a  decision.

Thus,  the  crisis  has  not  yet  been  I`esolved  on  the  national  or
international  plane  --fall  from  it®    But  the  IEC  at  least  permitted
t;he  ways  and  means  of  its  I`esolution  to  be  posedo     The  final  outcome
now  depends  on  the  Intel`national  minority's  will  fol`  effective  col-
laboration,  the  attitude  adopted  by  the  international  majority,  the
broad  outlines  of  which  we  have  indicated,   and  the  behaviol`  of  the
IT,   which  we  must  now  examine   in  more  detailo

Bo      Peps ectives  fol`  the  IT
1o    Whatever  disagreements  we  may  have  with  its  oriental;ion,   in-

tel'vention,   or  internal  functioning,  the  SWP  is  the  only  TI`otskyist
organization  in  the  United  States®     The  SWP  has  a  long  tradition  and
a  national  base  and  has  played  a  role  on  a  national  scale  that  has
carried  it  to  the  head  of  significant  mass  mobilizations  which,
after  a  period  of  stagnation,   are  now  tending  to  emerge  once  again
because  of  the  crisis  that  is  slaking  the  American  imperialist
system®

Thus,  given  the  present  state  of  affairs,  there  is  no  political
ol`  organizational  al`gument  justifying  separation  from  the  SWP,  na-
tionally  or  intermationallyo    This  fact  must  serve  as  the  basis  for
a  determined  policy  of  the  IT  of  struggling  for  its  I`eintegration
into  the  SWP,   as  you  yourselves  affirmed  in  the  political  resolution
of  your  October  plenumo     Nothing  essential  has  changed  since  that
d.ate;   if  anything,  the  perspective  of  reintegl`ation  is  even  more
concrete  than  it  has  been  at  any  time  during  the  past  eight  monthso

Obviously,  the  condition  for  the  realization  of  this  pel`spective
is  that  the  majol`ity  of  the  SWP  effectively  implement  the  terms  of
the  IEC  motion  recommending  collabol`ation  between  the  SWP  majority
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or  improbability  of  reintegration,"  which  can  only  serve  as  a  pretext
for  avoiding  dealing  wit;h  the  necessary  pl.iol`itieso

2o     At  this  stage,  we  believe,   the  prior.ities  of  the  IT  must  be
centered  precisely  around  the  concl`ete  proposals  for  collabol`ation
in  the  general  areas  of  intervention  of  the  SWP®    The  present  re-
energence  of  social  st;ruggles  in  the  United  States  pl.ovides  numerous
opportunities  for  this  collabol'a.tion,   through  which  the  comrades  of
the  IT,  in  addition  to  fighting  effectively  for  their  reintegration,
can  make  an  effective  contribution  tQ  the  development  and  spread  of
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TI.otskyist  ideas  ideas  among  the  mass  movement  and  the  vanguardo

Cal'rying  out  such  a  project  in  the  two  months  remaining  before
the  Nat;ional  Committee  plenum  of  the  SWP  will  contl.ibut;e  to  demon-
Stl`ating  to  the  leadership  and  membership  of  the  SWP  and  to  the
whole  Int;ernational  that  the  IT  genuinely  respect;s  the  principles
of  democl`atic  centralism  on  which  it  bases  itself  in  just;ly  demand-
ing  its  reintegl`ation,   even  though  these  pl`inciples  requil`e  that
the  IT  comrades  act  under  the  leadership  of  or  in  collabol`ation  with
militants  who  uphold  conceptions  with  which  the  IT  comrades  differ,
sometimes  in  important  respectso

3o     Cal`I`ying  out   such  a  pl`oject  should  prepal`e  for  the  active
and  rapid  reintegrat;ion  of  the  IT  coml`ades  into  I;he   SWP.     Moreover,
this  project  will  allow  the  IT  coml.ades  to  develop  their  capacity
i;o  politically  elaborate  a  revolutionary  orientation  for  the  United.
States  on  the  basis  of  a  real  activity®

This  work  can  be  aided.  by  an  examination  of  the  positions  up-
held  by  the  IT  in  the  past  and  by  drafting  synthetic  documents  on
the  mad.or  problems  in  the  United  Stateso     It  will  thus  raise  the
political  level  of  the  IT  and  consequently  the  quality  of  it;s  con-
tribution  to  the  building  of  i;he  revolutionary  organization  in  the
United  States®     An  abstl`act  political  discussion  divorced.  both  from
the  necessary  refel`ence  points  pl`ovided  by  militant  activity  in  the
various  sectors  of  intervention  and  from  the  development  of  the  dis-
cussion  that  will  be  held  within  the  SWP  befol`e  its  next  convention
would  threaten  to  draw  the  IT  toward  ovel'estimating  the  particu-
lal`ities  of  the  tendency  and  toward  the  independent  unfolding  of  a
sectarian  dynamic  that  would  repl`esent  a  I.etreat  from  the  best  po-
litical  cont;ributions  the  IT  has  made  within  the  SWP,  contributions
that  must  now  be  systematized  and  clal`ifiedo

4o     This  process  must  lead  to  a  swift  I`eintegration  of  the  IT
into  the  SWP.     The  expulsion  of  the  IT  constituted  a  flagl`ant  attack
on  the  Ijeninist  norms  that  are  in  force  in  our  movemento     For  the
IMP,   the  fight  for  the  reintegration  of  t;he  IT  into  the  SWP  is  a
principled  fight  that  goes  well  beyond  a  simple  ol.ganizational  con-
flict.    What  is  at  stake  in  this  stl.uggle  is  the  defense  of  demo-
cratic  cent;ralism,  not  only  as  a method  of  building  the  Internation-
al  and  its  sections,  but  also  and  above  all  as  a  fundamental  acqui-
sition  of  our  programo     From  this  standpoint,   any  solution  involving
the  individual  reintegl`ation  of  the  members  of  the  IT  is  unaccept-
able  to   the   IMTo

Moreover,   an  individual  reintegration  would  lead  in  the  direc-
tion  of  recognizing  the  right  of  the  SWP  leadel`ship  to  choose  among
the  IT  those  members  who  fulfill  some  part;icular  conditionso     The
members  of  the  IT  were  expelled  from  the  SWP  because  of  their  ad-
hel`ence  to  the  IT  and  not  because  of  this  or  that  individual  viola-
tion  of  disciplineo     Thus,  the  comrades  of  the  IT  must  be  reinte-
grated  collectively  into  their  partyo

3

Nevertheless,
the  SWP  to  the  rei

ust  as  any  conditions  posed  by  the  leadel`ship  of
egl`ation  would  be  unacceptable,   any  conditions

for  their  reint;egl.ation  posed  by  the  IT  would  be  equally  unaccept-
able  to  the  SWP  and  to  the  whole  Intel`nationalo     The  statutes  and
decisions  of  the  national  1eadel`ship  bodies  must  be  respected  by  all
members  of  a  Trotskyist  organization,  whatever  disagl`eements  they
may  have  with  the  documents  or  orientations  upheld  by  the  national
leadershipo
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The  IT  cannot  claim  a  privileged  statuso     In  demanding  its  re-
integration  into  the  SWP,   the  IT  at  the  sane  time  commits  itself  to
respect  the  discipline  of  the  SWP  such  as  it  is  described  in  the
statutes  and  in  the  organizational  resolution  of  1965  and  not  to
impede  the  activity  determined  by  the  elected  leadership  bodies  of
the  SWPo     The  IT  commits  itself ,   as  it  has  already  done  in  several
documents  and  statements,  t;o  contribute  to  the  building  of  the  SWP
to  the  best  of  its  ability  ---. without  renouncing  its  own  political
positions,  which  it  will  raise  at  the  appropl`iate  times  within  the
framework  of  the  internal  debate  within  the  SWPo

5o    All  these  points  relate  to  a  strategy  of  the  long-term  con-
struction  of  a  tendency  within  the  SWPo     They  al`e  in  no  way  dictated
by  conjunctural  exigencieso    Any  activity  of  the  IMP  in  the  United
States  must  I`est  on  these  baseso     This  implies,   among  other  things,
that  these  considerations  will  not  disappear  after  the  plemrm  of
the   SWPo

If ,   as  we  hope,   the  SWP  NC  decides  on  I`eintegration,   the  com-
fades  of  the  IT,  while  continuing  to  defend  the  positions  of  the
IMT  against  those  of  the  minority  faction,  will  again  take  their
places  within  the  SWPo     They  will  then  have  to  decide  how  to  par-
ticipate  in  the  inter.nal  debate  of  the  SWP.  which  does  not  neces-
sarily  imply  the  immediate  reformation  of  a  faction  based  on  a  na-
tional  platforms   that  must  be  determined  on  the  basis  of  various
criteria,  not  the  least  of  which  is  the  character  of  the  political
theses  presented  by  the  leadership  to  the  next  convention  of  the
SWPo

If  the  reintegration  is  refused  by  the  SWP,   the  IMT  could  not
but  support  a  possible  expansion  of  public  activities  by  the  IT,
activities  aimed  at  preserving  the  vel`y  existence  of  a  group  of
comrades  in  political  solidal`ity  with  the  Intemationalo    But  thel`e
again,  the  political  basis  of  the  activity  of  the  IT  would  scarcely
be  modified  at  all  in  the  final  analysiso     The  IT  would  i;hen  have
to  Continue  to  wage  a  principled  battle  for  reintegration  and  would
have  to  draw  the  conclusions  that  flow  from  this  for  its  interven-
tion,  which  would  be  likely  oriented  towal`d  maximum  collabol'ation
with  the  SWP  majority  in  order  to  reunite  the  two  factions  of
American  Trotskyism  in  the  sane  organization  as  quickly  as  possibleo

6o     The  IT  is  in  fl`atermal  solidarity  with  the  Fourth  Inter-
national  with  its  majority  tendencyo     In  solidarity with  the  IMP
it  upholds  the  essential  bases  of  t;he  international  platform  of  the
IMT  in  the  intel`national  debateo

But  the  IT  is  also  a  national  tendency  that  aims  at  I`eintegra-
tion  into  the  SWI',   within  which  it  has  already  defended  its  own
positions  on  questions  of  political  orientation  in  the  United
Stateso     The  IT  cannot  continue  to  exist  unless  its  membel`s  are
armed  with  clear  conceptions  in  both  these  areaso     Pal`ticularly  as
concerns  the  definition  of  strategy  and  tactics  for.  the  United
States  it  seems  to  us  that  the  tendency  must  once  again  clarify
these  questions  on  the  occasion  of  its  conferenceo     That  would  per-
mit  the  squelching  of  the  interpretations  the  SWP  leadership  has
read  in  to  -some  of  your.  documents  and  would  pl`ovide  the  whole  of
the  IT  with  a  solid  basis  fol`  work  in  the  fut;ureo

We  I`epeat:     The  existence  of  the  IT  is  difficult  to  compare
with  the  situation  of  other  groups  of  comrades  of  the  IMP  in  the
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Intel`nationalo     Adherence  to  the  IT  today  must  rest  on  agreement
with  the  essential  documents  of  the  IMTi   but  also  oh  agreement  with
the  essential  political  and  ol`ganizational  points  of  a  national
orientation  along  the  lines  of  the  one  we  have  tl`ied  to  sketch  out®
In  the  absence  of  suck  agl`eement,  political  and  organizational
heterogeneity  will  complete  the  wol`k  of  disintegration  that  the  SUP
leadership  has  attempted  to  effecto

The  confirmation  of  such  a  line  by  the  coml.ades  who  share  it
thus  seems  to  us  vital  in  the  pl`esent  stage,   on  the  eve  of  a  new
turn  in  the  objective  situation  of  the  IT,   in  order  i;o  assul`e  the
tendency  of  the  best  chances  for  success.

We  hope  that  the  few  points  we  have  raised  in  this  lettel`  will
aid  you  in  youl`  discussion  and  contribute  to  the  positive  develop-
ment  of  the  work  of  your  conference,   which  we  consider  vel`y  impol`-
tant  and  which  we  hope  will  be  fruitfulo

Fraternally,
Enlarged  Bureau  of  the  IMP


