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POLI   IOAI,  CormlTTEE  MEETING  NO.   16,   ADril   22.   1975

Presw:     Barnes,   BI.eitman,   Clank,   A®   Hansen,   J®  Han
Iiovell,   Seigle,   Sheppard,   Thomas,  Waters

Consultative:     Kerl`y,  Novack

Chail`:     Clark

AGENDA:     1®     Draft  Political  Resolution
2.    Political  Committee
3®     National  Committee
4.    National  Officers
5®     Plenum  Organization  and  Schedule
6.     Convention  Call

I)RAFT  POLITICAL  RESOIiuTION

Barnes reported.

sen,   Jenness,

Discussion

Motion:     To  approve  the  general  line  of  the  I`esolution
arid- Siibmit  the  draft  to  the  National  Committee  for  con-
s iderat; i on .

Carried.

2®     POLIIICAL  CO"IFTEE

Bames I.eported:

At  a  PC  meeting  last  November.  15  we  decided  to  pl`opose
to  the  coming  National  Committee  plenum  the  elect;ion  of  a
I'olitical  Committee  smaller  than  the  present  one.     It  would
be  composed  of  the  comrades  who  are  now  on  the  curl.ent  Polit-
icaJ.  Bureau  plus  those  regular  members  of  the  cul`rent  Political
Committee  who  have  taken  on  day-to-day  responsit>ilities®
Under  the  new  conditions  we  would  have  no  need  for  the
Political  Bureau.

We  agreed  that  this  change  would  formalize  the  called-
fol`  ne3de  step  in  the  transition  in  national  leadership  and
provide  the  kind  of  Political  Committee  that  would  best  serve
fg:efb=:y;;,n:;;£ S?c?h::nix:tree    (See  attachment  to

I've  discussed  the  decision  once  more  since  then  with
the  consultative  members  of  the  Political  Committee  in  New
York,  Ion  Kerry  and  George  Novack,   and  they  still  believe
it  is  the  correct  and  needed  step®

I.. also  talked  over  the  proposal  with  Joe  Hansen  and
Geol.ge  Breitman®     Upon  my  ul`ging  George   agreed  to   stay  on
the  Political  Committee®

Joe  said  he  had  thought  about  the  proposal  and  decided
to  go  off  the  Political  Committee  for  the  sane  reasons  in
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the  transition  in  leadership  as  the  three  consultative
members  of  the  P®C®     Joe  reminded  me  that,   while  he  had
not  fol`mally  become  a  consulta.tive  member  of  the  Political
Committee} he  was  one  of  the  four  long-time  central  leaders
we  had  designated  as  possible  members  when  the  National
Committee  established  consultative  membership  on  the  Po-
litical  Committee  at  the  Spring,   1973,  plenum.    He  believes
we  should  now  go  forward  fl`om  that   stage®

I  want  to  call  special  attention  to  one  thing®    Since
we  decided  that  the  new  Political  Committee  should  be  able
to  meet  regularly  and  on  call  we  have  not  included  on  the
proposed  committee  four  of  the  current  Political  Committee
membel`s  responsible  to  the  National  Office  who  are  presently
on  national  assignments  of  the  kind  that  precluded  their
attending  committee  meetings  I.egularly®     These  foul`  are
Betsey  Stone,  who  is  doing  field  organizing;   Peter  Camejo,
who  is  serving  as  pl.esid.ential  candidate;   and  Ed  Shaw  and
Gus  Horowitz  who  are  on  international  work®

I  will  double-check  with  these  comrades  before  the
plenum  and,  if  any  of  their  situations  permits  attendance,
they  will  be  included  as  par.t  of  the  pl.oposed  Political
Cormittee.

It  is  understood  that  we  will  elect  the  Political
Committee  again  in  less  than  four  montbs  at  the  post-
convention  plenum  and  we  can  review  the  situation  at  that
t ime ,
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Discussion

Motion: To  recommend  the  following  motions  to  the  plenum:

That  the  Political  Committee  consist  of  ten
members o
That  the  outgoing  .Political  Committee  nominates  Barnes,
BI`eitman,  A.  Hansen,   Jenness,   Iiovell,   Sheppard,
Seigle,   Thomas,  Waters.   and  YSA  NEC  representative.
That  the  categol`y  of  Consultative  Member  of  the
Political  Committee  be  eliminated.

Carl`ied,

5.     NAH}Ioun  ccrmlTTRE

Bdrnes reported :

In  discussions  about  the  Political  Committee  with  Tom,
George  No,   Geol.ge  8„   and  Joe  each  I`aised  with  me  their
opinion  that  the  coming  convention  should  eliminate  the
category  of  advisol.y  membership  on  the  National  Committee®
They  all  felt  that  going  beyond  the  stage  of  consultative
membership  on  the  Political  Committee  marked  the  end  of  a
certain  processo
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Of  coul.se,   the  categol`y  of  advisol.y  membership  on
the  National  Committee,  ol.iginally  set  up  to  facilitate
the  transition  in  leadership,  was  never  intended  to  be
a  permanent  for.m®     No  one  ever  proposed  such  an  institu-
tionalization  and  probably  the  comrades  who  initiated  the
for.in  did  not  expect  it  to  last  as  long  as  13  years®     Yet
it  served  a very  important  function  and  in  my  opinion  it
would  have  been  pl.ematul`e  to  have  eliminated  it  earlier
than  now®

In  the  bl`oadest  sense,  the  transition  process  t>egan
with  the  fir.st  centl`al  leader.ship  genel.ation,   around  Jim,
and  went  thl`ough  the  second  older  centl.al  leadership
genel.ation  who  took  the  consultative  membel`ship  status
on  the  Political  Committee at  the  Spring,  1973,  plenum®

These  steps  helped  make  possible  an  ol`del`1y  tl`ansi-
tion  in  leadership  of  a  kind  no  other  I`evolutionary  party
has  had  to  grapple  with,  nor  has  done  so  well  in  solving
smoothly.     We  seem  to  be  in  agreement  that  we  al`e  entering
a  new  stage®     This  means,   in  my  opinion,   that  the  genel`a-
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the  age group   of  those  like  AI  Hansen  and  Ed  Shaw  will
not  have  the  perspective  of  moving  on  to  any  advisory
membership}  but  will  remain  available  for.  active  regular
membel`ship  on  the  National  Committee.     Thus  the  convention
delegates  would  face  the  normal  task  of  weighing  each
caLndidate  in  preparation  of  a  proposed  slate  I.eflecting
a  balanced  National  Committee  as  they  did  before  the
initiation  of advisory  membership  on  the  National  Committee.

Of  course  any  individuals  formerly  holding  advisory
membel`ship  on  the  National  Committee  could  make  them-
selves  availat>1e  as  National  Committee  candidates  if  they
so  desire®

A  couple  days  ago  I  asked  Evelyn  Reed,  who  is  an
advisory  member  of  the  National  Committee  and  I.esident
in  New  York,what  her  opinion  was®     She  said  she  was  in
agreement  with  the  proposed  change.

So  I  think  we  should  place  this  question  on  the
agenda  and  solicit  the  opinion  of  the  National  Committee
to  see  if  they  hold  similar  views  about  tne  party's  needs
at  this  stage  of  oul`  development®

Discussion

Motion:     To  I`ecommend  to  the  National  Committee  the
foil-6-Wing  motions  for  pI`esentation  to  the  convention:

To  recommend  to  the  convention  the  elimination  of
the  categol`y  of  advisory  membel`ship  on  the  National  Com-
mittee  by  stl`iking  section  3,  paragraph  3,  article  V  of
the  pal`ty  constitution®

Carried.



4/

4.      NATICENAli   OFFICERS

Bar,nes repoI`ted.

Discussion

Motion:     To  I.ecommend  to  the  plemm  the  nomination  or
Barn-e-s  as  National  Secretal.y  and  Sheppal.d  as  National
Organization  Secretal.y.

Carriedo

5.      PIENUM  ORGANIZATION  AND   SCHEDUIE

Sheppard  I`eport;ed®

Discussion

Motion:     To  pl.opose  the  following  procedural  I.ecommenda-
tion-s  to  the  National  Committee  plenun:

i.     That  in  cases  of  pl.ocedural  disputes,  discussion  be
limited  to  two  speakel's,   one  for.  and.  one  against,
and  that  each  speaker  be  limited  to  two  minutes®
q]hat  general  discussion  be  limited  to  ten  minutes  per
speaker.  and  that  no  one  speak  twice  until  all  who  wisb
to  speak  have  all.eady  done  so®
That  the  PI`esiding  Committee  consist  of  the  Political

£¥v::¥,(3h=3;=d?LTarh:ia£;#ai:£:)oH°rowitziD.Jenness,
To  d.esignate  Eidsvik  and  Rupp  as  secretaries.
To  invite  as  observers:     Contl`ol  Commission  members,
heads  of  national  departments,  members  of  the  youth
NEC,   brancb  organizer.s,  campaign  committee  officers,
and  special  guests®
To  give  voice  to  ol.ganizers  and  department  heads  who
are  not  membel`s  of  the  National  Committee  during  dis-
cussion  of  the  Tasks  and  Perspectives  I.eport  and  Youth
I`eport a

Carried®

Motion : To  approve  the  following  a.genda  and  repol`ters:

1®     Wol.1d  Political  Situation  -Horowitz
2.    Political  Resolution  -  Bar.nes
3.     Black  Struggle  Resolution  -  Thomas
4.     Youth  Repol.t
5®     Tasks  and  Pel`spectives  Report  -  Sheppal.d
6.     World  Movement  Repol.t  -  Waters
7.    Election  of  Political  Committee  -  Barnes
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8.    National  Committee  Pel`spectives  -  Barnes
9.    Election  of  National  Officers  -  Iiovell
10.   Convention  Call  -  Jenness

Carried.

#3±±=%teegsig:£°E:e:h:t€::i:¥S?8  Schedule  to  the  National
Carl`ied.

6.      CONVENTION  CALlj

Sheppard  reported  (see  attached)a

Discussion

Motion:     To  I.ecommend  that  the  National  Committee  adopt-t-h5---P-r-oposed  convention  call.

Carried®

Meeting  Adjourned.


