
fe-c;i ?c
COPY COPY

'76  Straterv
[from  Unity-Stl`uggle,   Vol.   4,   No®   5,   Apl`il,   1975]

COPY

March  14  and  15  at  the  Congl`ess  of  Afrikan  People  National
Office  in  Newark  there  was  a  meeting  in  which  many  people  from  dif-
fer.ent  parts  of  the  country,   I`epl.esenting  d.iffel`ent  ol`ganizations,
came  t;ogether  to  seriously  discuss  wbethel`  a  concrete  strategy  for
the  Election  year  of  1976  can  be  put  together  and  secondly  whether
there  is  aLny  basis  for  a  continuing  relationship  even  past  the   '76
motion®     I)ul.ing  the  weekend  discussion  a  number  of  issues  and  ques-
tions  wel`e  I`aisedo     One  of  the  strategies  proposed  was  the  call  for
a  mass  party,   whicb  was  piife   forward  by  the  National  Interim  Com-
mittee  for  a  Mass  Party  of  the  People.    The  other  strategy  called
for  was  a  br`oad  Popular  Front  that  would  take  in  evel`yone  who  was
anti-Democl`at ,   anti-Republican ,   anti-depression  and  anti-repression
to  oppose  the  rightwar.d  move  of  the  Democl`ats  and  Republicans®
This   '76  Strategy  was  put  forward  by  the  Congress  of  Afrikan  People
Amiri  Bar.aka,   Chairman  of  CAP  quoted  Chail`man  Mao  Tse  Tung  of  the
Communist  Party  of  China  on  the   "Three  Magic  Weapons"  for.  struggle
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Stl`ategy  is  viewed  as  a  method  for  building  a  national  united  front

Some  of  the  other  questions  raised  were  "How  would  this  elec-
toral  move  differ  from  the  Communist  Party  USA  or  the  Socialist
Worker.s  Pal`ty  campaigns?"    Ihis  was  raised  by  the  October  Iieague
and  answel`ed  by  Chairman  Baraka,  who  stated  tbat  it  would  differ  by
the  content  and  the  intention  as  shown  in  the   '76  Stl`ategy minimum
pl`ogram  which  is  anti-capitalist  and  the  maximum  program  which  is
pro-socialist,  and  would  educate  the  people  that  they  cannot  bene-
fit  from  this  social  system  and  that  a  new  one  is  needed®    Another
plan  suggested  by  Fight  Back,   a  workers  organization  in  Hal`lem  azld
BI.ooklyn  headed  by  Jim  Haughton,   is  the  creation  of  Independent
Workers  Centers,   to  send  I`epl.esentatives  to  job  sites  and  get  peo-
ple  jobs®     There  would  be  a  detel`mination  of  whether  the  job  sites
had  a  col`rect  quota  of  Black  and  Puerto  Rican  workel`s  and  if  tbey
did  not,   they  would  picket  until  the  quota  was  net®     The  pul.pose  of
the  center.s  would  be  to  organize  Black  and  Puerto  Rican  wol`kerso
It  was  pointed  out  that  these  centel`s  are  a  good  organizing  basis,
but  that  militant  economism  is  no  differ.ent  than  econonism,   and
that  Marxism-Leninism-Mao  Tse  lung  Thought  must  be  injected  into
these  center.s  to  politicize  workel`s®

A  comrade  from  EI  Comite  I`aised  the  question  that  we  should
understand  the  diffel`ence  between  popular  front  and  a  populist
party  which  he  said  were  the  two  basic  lines  taken  at  the  meeting.
A  populist  party  is  not  based  on  an  ideology  but  is  shaped  solely
on  the  imediate  needs  of  the  people;   a  popular  front  is  a  good
coalition  for.  struggle  around  a  specific  issue  that  can  unite  a
broad  sector  of  people.    Populism,  per.  se,   is  refol`mist,  while  a
popular  front  can  be  the  basis  for.  real  revolutionary  movement®    He
also  pointed  out  the  need  for.  wol`king  class,  not  petit  boul`geois,
leadership  of  the  movement!    Throughout  the  meeting  the  representa-
tives  seemed  to  be  vel.y  interested  in  the  CAP  proposed  stl`ategy  for
76®     Phel`e  were  in  d.epth  discussions  which  were  not  held  back  by
sectarian  debates,  but  were  principled  and  productiveo    At  the  end
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of  the  second  day,   the  NIC  (National  Interim  Cormittee)  put  forward
a  proposal  which  calls  for  the  need  to  make  some  I)asic  agreement,
generally  al`ound  the  proposed  CAP  '76  strategyo

The  pl`oposal  was  voted  on  and  accepted  by  eight  organizations
voting  "yes"  and  two  voting  ''no®"     Twelve  organizations  abstained
but  said  they  will  pal`ticipate  in  the  meetings  until  their.  ol.gani-
zations  get  back  to  the  National  Steering  Committee  with  final  de-
cisions  on  theil`  involvement®     Basically  the  consensus  was  tbat
with  the  heightening  contradictions  and  chaos  in  t;he  ruling  class,
a  stl`ategy  to  not)ilize  a  mass  popular  movement  led  by  the  working
class  in  1976  for  political  education  and  to  wage  struggle  with  the
intermediate  sector  lackies  of  impel`ialism  --  the  labol`  aristocrats
petit  bourgeois  politicians,   and  the  revisionists/fake  communists --
is  an  absolutely  cl.itical  strat;egy  for  the  pl`ogl.essive  forces  to
build,  using  a  minimum  program  based  on  the  urgent  needs  of  the
people,   i.e.   effects  of  depl`ession,   gI`owing  repression,  threatening
war,   showing  the  people  cleal`ly  that  thel`e  al`e  no  real  solutions  to
i;hese  problems  under  the  capitalist  system  and  calling  for  a  new
social  system  and  people,   that  is  wol.ker,   control  of  economy  and
state.    The  movement  would  build  by  giving  local  issues  national
scope  and  bringing  national  attention  to  local  struggles,  involving
lal.ge  numbel's  of  diverse  people  in  concl`ete  work  and  stl`uggle
together®
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parties  without  delay.    It  is  not  a  socialist  or  communist  move-
ment,  but  it  must  be  aLnti-all  the  forces  that  true  socialists  and
communists  are  againsto     It  cannot  be  a  communist  movement  or  a
socialist  pal`ty,  but  a  bl'oad  front  that  takes  as  many  of  the  posi-
tions  that  honest  communists  undel`stand  to  be  necessary,   as
sible  without  sectarianism  (i.e„  subjectivism  in  political
or  opportunism.
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The  next  meeting  is  April  6  at  the  CAP  headquartel`s,   13  Bel-
nont  Ave„   in  Newark,  N.J.    At  i;his  meeting  we  will  discuss  how  to
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people  who  al.e  concel`ned  about  the  rightwal`d  move  of  the  I)emocrats
and  Republicans,   the  depression  and  repl`ession  and  are  ready  to
stl.uggle!

Build  an  anti-depression,   anti-I`epression  concrete  electoral
stl`ategy  for   '76!

Build  a  campaign  among  the  popular  masses  led  by  the  working
class  and  its  advanced  for.ces!

Expose  the  Democrats,  Republicans,  labor  aristocl`ats  and  re-
visionist  lackies  of  the  boul`geoisie!

Build  a  new  mass  movement  towards  socialist  revolution!

Victory  to  all  oppressed  people!


