P.O. Box 471 Cooper Station
New York, N.Y. 10003

January 10, 1975

TO ALL ORGANIZERS AND NATTIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Dear Conmrades,

The Young Workers Liberation League held its third national
convention in Philadelphia Dec. 13-16, 1974. Since the YWLL is the
YSA's major opponent youth organization, it is important for ISA men-
bers to follow its development.

The YWLL convention was attended by 632 people, compared to 572
at their last convention in May of 1972 and about 400 at their found-
ing convention in 1970. There were 213 delegates and 36 alternates
présent, as well as 152 YWLL nembers observing the convention. One
hundred and ninety-four guests were also present, and this category
includes CP nembers who are not in the YWLL. At their second conven-
tion two and a half years ago, there were 170 delegatea, 29 alternates
202 YWLL observers and 69 guests.

Attendance at the sessions varied greatly. At the Saturday morn-
ing session, where the main report was presented, there were about
300 present. By Sunday nmorning about 600 were present, but attendance
declined to about 200 by Sunday night and only about 100 were present
for the sessions on Monday.

Iwo hundred an ¢ ed the cgnvention (conpared to
10 two years 3go), g Chlcanos 15 two years ago), 15 Puerto Ricans
(18 two years ago), sian Anericans (same as two years ago) and

four American Indians. Three hundred of the participants were workers.

152 were college students, and 59 were high school students. Their

last convention had 298 workers, 143 college students, and 46 high

school students.

About half of the convention participants came from the Northeast
with another fourth from the Midwest.

The YWLL leadership reported a growth of 25 percent since their
last convention, and the Maln Political Report" placed their size
at 1500-2000. It was reported that their size at the tine of their
founding convention was 300 and the YSA estimated their size at 1200
at the tine of their second convention.

The "Main Political Report" to the convention was presented by
outgoing national chairman Jarvis Tyner, and contained an analysis of
both the U.S. and world political situations. The report, which is
enclosed, outlines a najor campaign of "struggle for detente," which :
has been a najor theme of CP and YWLL propaganda.
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The Black report was given by inconing national chairman Janes
Steele, and nuch of this report was devoted to a historical descriptic
of the developmnent of Black oppression. One small portion of the
report was devoted to attacking the Dec. 14 Freedom March, which
Steele characterized as a "routine exercise in left sectarianisn.” .)

Matty Berklehanmer gave the organization report. This was
focused on the activities of the YWLL and their projections. One
thene repeated in all the reports, but particularly emphasised in
the organization report, is what the YWLL calls the fight against
"sectarianisn" -- that is, naking the YWLL easy to join, doing away
with excessively high nenbership standards, etc. This was also a
najor theme of their convention two years ago.

There was little discussion of finances or distribution of their
press. At their last convention they had projected a canpaign for
5,000 subs to the Young Worker, which apparently never got off the
ground. There were no such projections nade at this convention.

The najor external canpaign projected by the YWLL is a campaign
around "the right to earn, learn and live," focused around a youth
unenploynent bill that would provide one nillion jobs for unemployed
young people. In doing this work the YWLL leadership enphasized
building ties to all kinds of broad youth organizations and formations
including groups like the YMCA and YWCA.

Although not presented as a central focus of activity, one YWLL
projection was support to a call issued by the World Federation of
Denocratic Youth for demonstrations against racisn dApril 4. The
YWLL projected focusing these actions around Boston and Ford. How
they plan to build these protests is unclear at this tine.

Their convention did not discuss how the YWLL will relate to
the 1976 presidential election campaign. However the Daily World
has been on a najor propaganda barrage against Democratic presidential
hopeful Jackson for some time, tying this in to their overall
canpaign in support of the detente.

Workshops were held on Black, Chicano, Puerto Rican, Native
Anerican, Asian and Jewish youth; also on young workers, college
students, high school students, ydung wonen and internationalism. Th
purpose of these workshops was to discuss specific action proposals
to be voted on by the convention, but nmany of the reports back fron
the workshops never reached the convention floor.

4 new national staff, executive connittee and central committee
were selected during the convention. Their national staff includes
six people, three of whon are new to the YWLL's national staff.

Overall the convention was spirited. As far as could be seen
there were no substantial disagreenents with any of the reports and
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projections that were nade. During the convention, however, sessions
were often two or nore hours behind schedule, and discussion tine was
cut back several times to make up the lag. 4s a result only one hour
of plenary discussion took place.

The najor public activity of the cénvention was a rally on Dec.
14, featuring Gus Hall, Jarvis Tyner, Gladys Marin (general secretary
of the Chilean Young Comnunists), and Angela Davis. Attendance at th
rally was about 1200 (the Daily World reported 2000) and the situatio
in Boston was nentioned only once, in a passing phrase. At this rall
a collection of $3,000 was taken up, including a $1,000 donation
fron the central connittee of the CP and $600 from the "Philadelphia
Anti-Inperialist Connmittee in Solidarity with African Liberation
Struggles,"” as well as snaller contributions from various YWLL ~
branches.

4 * * *

The YSA intervened at the YWLL convention with a series of three
leaflets keyed around the struggle in Boston., The first leaflet was
a reprint of Andrew Pulley's open letter to the YWLL which was
published in The Militant. The other two leaflets were sinilar in
tone and content, urging the YWLL to solidarize with that weekend's
protests and to endorse the national student conference that had just
been called by the student comnittee.

The YSA also had sales of The Militant outside the hotel before
the rally and rented a room in the hotel where an extenmive display
of Pathfinder literature was set up.

Although few papers were sold and nany YWLL nenmbers would not
accept leaflets, the intervention had a certain inpact. Janes Steele
in fact mentioned Pulley's open letter in attacking the Dec. 14 Free-
don March during the Black report. YS. menbers were also able to get
into discussions with some YWLL members around Boston, and several
New England YWLLers arrived late at the convention because they staye:
in Boston for the Dec. 14 Freedon March.

Contrary to the inpression that night be received from the YWLL
convention, the YWLL does not have a'consistently abstentionist ap-
proach to the struggle in Boston. On the one hand they helped to
initiate the Nov. 30 demonstration; on the other, they took a sec-
Farian attitude towards the Dec. 13 teach-in and Dec. 14 Freedon
Tarch.

Work around the national student conference that has been called
for nid-February, as well as around whatever ongoing anti-racist
actions nay be projected provides the YSA with an excellent oppor-
tunity to approach the YWLL about also participating in these activi-
ties. In doing this YSA nenbers can engage nany YWLL nenbers --



especially their Black nenbers -- in discussions around how to beat
back the racist drive and other political issues.

Conradely,

s ,.
o ﬂﬂ@
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ose G. Perez
YSA National Office



MAIN POLITICAL REPORT

ZfThe following is the text of the report given by outgoing
national chairnman Jarvis Tyner to the third national convention of
the YWLL on Dec. 14, 1974. The text of this report was distributed
at the convention and the rcport was approved by the conventionﬂ;7

Esteened international guests, Comrades Hall and Winston dymanic
duo, all our distinguished guests, our friends, conrades and delegater
I want to take this opportunity, on behalf of our central committee,
our executive cormittee, and our national staff to warnly extend our
nost comradely, revolutionary welcomne to all of you, to the third
National Convention of the Young Workers ILiberation League.

This third national convention comes at a very special nonent.
This is a very crucial ncnent for us. One need only take note of
the dranatic changes and events that have taken place since cur last
national convention two years ago, to realize the crucial nature of
the present political time of day.

What are these changes I speak of? When we convened in May 197:c
we took note of the continued U.S. imperialist aggression in Indochir
We also took note of the historic offensive of the liberation forces
that was going on that very day. We talked about how the Nixon
Vietnamization progran was being smashed and how the pacification
progran was being destroyed and how the Nixon propaganda of ‘hide
the war' under the slogan of 'winding down the war' was being cut
to pieces, by the forward thrust of the liberation forces of Vietnan.
We took note of that historic moment and we:said thot we had to step
the struggle to force U.S. inperialisn to withdraw its troops fron
Vietnan. And we did Jjust that along with all the peace-loving people
of the U.S.

In February of the next year U.S. inperialisn was forced to sign
the Paris Peace Accord and withdraw the overwhelning najority of its
troops from Vietnan. 4And though we have to continue the struggle
to help consolidate the victory of the Vietnanese people, we can say
that the withdrawal of nassive U.S. troops from Vietnan was a najor
historic defeat for U.S. inperialism. These are the kind of dranat-
ic changes that have taken place.

When we convened our last convention we extended our support to-
the liberation novenents in the Portuguese African colonies, and
vowed to extend that fight. Today as we gather, we enthusiastically
greet the historic victory of the people of iAngola, Mozanmbique, Guine
Bissau and Cape Verde. ‘

This is another dranatic change.

Related to this,is the fall of the 28 year old Salazar-Cactano
Fascist regine -- the oldest fascist regime in the world. This was &
dranatic victory for the people of Portugal and the people of the
forner Portuguese colonies, as well as a victory for all denocratic,
progressive, anti-inperialist people. We nust also hail the fall of
the fascist regine in Greece.



And we nust nention the new isolation of U.S. inperialisn world-
wide and as reflected in the United Nations. This has neant new vic-
tories on the diplomatic and political fronts.

The fact that the South African racists were prevented fron
participating in this session of the UN is a najor victory.

The fact that the UN has recognized the PLO as the legitinate
representatives of the Palestinian people and Isracsli-Zionist
inperialisn is further isolated in the world and nust nove towards
the peace table. The fact that the question of independence for
Puerto Rico now enjoys the support of the najorities of the world.
The recent victory of revolutionary Cuba in the recent neeting of
the OAS, the fact that 80 countries now recognize socialist Cuba.

And,if you renmenmber conrades, two years ago that arch crininal,
Richard Milnous Nixon was still in the White House, and it was the
Comnunist and League candidates that raised the question that these
were the corporate godfathers -~- that through corruption, bribery,
extortion, conspiracy that Nixon was stcaling the election. And
we gave exanples. And a. we gather here today we can celebrate the
victory; because the arch crininal and racist reactionary Nixon is
no longer in office.

And we can say: wasn't it Nixon who publicly convicted Conrade
ingela, when he called her a terrorist? And when we gathered in May
72 Angela was still in jail and we said that we were going to keep
fighting until Angela was free and that Angela would be able to atten
our next national convention. And Conrades, we can say that while
Nixon alnost went to jail we helped to win the conmplete exoneration
and freedon of Conrade Angela Davis. This was a great victory for th
entire progressive hunanity.

These victories and nore since our last national convention
indicate the nain content, the political direction of the world today
Today denocratic, anti-inperialist, pro-socialist, forces are on
the offensive and are registering at a stepped up pace, a sceries of
historic “victories. But as we know conrades, there are negative
exceptions to report. Since our last convention, the antioligarchy,
anti nonopoly, anti inperialist Unidad Popular governnment of Salvador
Allende has been overthrown by the bloody, fascist junta backed up
by U.S. inperialisn. Though we will speak nore on this later, we
just want to point out here the tremendous victory that was scored by
our convention in that we were able to win a visa from the Jjunta

backers -- the U.S. state department, a visa which is unprecedented -
it actually says 'to attend the convention of the Young Workers
Liberation League' -~ was gramted to our esteened conrade, the

Secretaria General de la Juventud Conunista de Chile, Conpanera Glady
Marin. This was a tremnendous victory with world wide inportance. Tn
rellects the defensive posture of U.S. inperialism and the isolation
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of the junta; it reflects the main content and direction in the world
today. And it neans that we nust take offensive posture here in the
U.S. if we are to win the victories that are surely to be won in the
future.

But before we get into the question of progran let us go deeper
into the nature of this critical political nonent.

New stage in general crisis:

Conrades, the basis for these and other inmportant victories lies
in the new stage in the general political crisis of world capitalisn.

The first stage care with the development of the first socialist
state in the USSR; the second stage being after the second World War
with the establishnent of the systen of socialist states. We enter
the third stage with the upsurge of national liberation novements and
the process of destruction of classical’ colonialisn and the further
solidification of socialisn by the establishment of socialist Cuba
during the late 50's and early 60's. Since then the process has
continued, reaching a new stage of nultiplicity of nany levelled cris
in nearly every sphere of bourgeois life (in econonics, political and
social spheres both donestically and internationally creating a new
general decline of world imperialisn),hence tipping the balance of
forces nore decisively in favor of socialisn and national liberation.

This stage is reflected in +the collapse of the cold war insti-
tutions, alliances, policies, ideologies. It is nost dramatically anc
basically seen in the conpelling forces of detente and the najority
(in world terms) novencnt for peaceful coexistence; initiated by the
USSR. It's scen in the defeat of inperialist aggression as in Indo-
china. The collapse of the capitalist world nonctary systen (the
pernanently floating dollar being in special crisis -- suffering two
devaluations recently). The near bankruptcy of nearly cvery najor
capitalist nation; the fall of a number of the capitalist world's
nost prosperous banking institutions -~ the final breaking up of the
last vestiges of colonialisn and the new relationship of independence
developing between countries still under the donination of neocolonial
isn and inperialisn. One need only deal with the oil producing coun-
tries new found independence and defiance of inperialisn,

The nass resignations of one najor capitnlist head of state afte:
another. First there was Nixon and Watergate and then there was Will:
Brandt in the Federal Republic of Germany, then Italy, Japan and
Britain, with France threatening. This reflects a world-wide crisis
in bourgecis denocracy. The new stage is seen in outrageously accel-
erated pace of inflation and unenployment that's comnon to all capita:
ist countries; the rapidly deteriorating standard of living and quali*
of life of the working class in the capitalist world. And what is
significant is that the strongest of all the inperialist nations, the



United States, is unable to bail out its allies because the impact of
the new stage has hit U.S. imperialism perhaps the sharpest. Where
are the - Marshall Plans going to come from?

Accompanying this is a deep-going crisis of anti-communism, rac-
ism and bourgeois morality and culture in general. This is all ac-
companied by new and more rapidly paced advances for socialism and
national liberation forces -- advances for the youth, for all forces
opposing imperialism. And a rise in working class movements.

Through all of this one must develop the highest understanding
of the basic role of the USSR. The founding of the first socialist
state some 57 years ago was perhaps the greatest event in all human
history. It opened the way; it set the example for humanity to end
once and for all the scourge of capitalism -- the parasitical process
of exploitation and the racism, wars and repression, and colonialism
-- all products of capitalism and imperialism. DuBois said, in 1926,
"I have been to Russia something less than 2 months ... I stand in
astonishment and wonder at the revelation of Russia that has come to
me. I may be partially deceived and half informed. But if what I
have seen with my own eyes and heard with my own ears in Russia is. .
Bolshevism, I am a Bolshevik."

As we said, the founding of th USSR marked the beginning of the
epoch of the world-wide transition from capitalism to socialism.

Shortly after the revolution, Lenin predicted, "We shall succeed
in catching up with these countries (mesaning capitalist countries)
faster than they ever drecamed possible."

Today the USSR accounts for a fifth of all the industrial output
in the world. This was not accomplished easily. In fact, the world
then dominated by imperialism made life very hard for the first
socialist state. Sixteen nations, including the United States, in-
vaded the USSR shortly before socialism was even solidified. Combine
with a counter revolution within, the aim was to strangle socialism
in its infancy. This failed. During the second world war the Soviet
Union was again invaded by the German Fascists -- they lost 20 millic
of their citizens -- 90% of their housing and industry was destroyed
in the European region. Yet the USSR rose like a mighty giant beat-
ing fascism on all fronts, all the way back to Berlin, making social-
ism possible as they advanced, especially in Eastern European coun-
tries, bringing a new stage in the general crisis of world capitalisr

Presently the Soviet Union has moved to o stage of constructing
the basis for Communism. Through its achievements and advances the
USSR has been the main source of material and moral support to the
forces of national liberation and socialism throughout the world.
Unselfish aid -- Fidel Castro says: "The Soviet state does not own
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a single mine, not a single factory outside the frontiers of the USSR.
Everything it has, everything it owns, every credit it extends, the
aid it gives, all of this derives from its own natural wealth, from
the labor and sweat of its people." ... "What would have happened had
there been no socialist camp, had not the Soviet Union existed? The
least that would have happened is that we would all have been wiped
out. The least."”

The Soviet initiative of detente is in full accord with the
present balance of forces in the world today. It takes into account
the deep going crisis in the imperialist world and the growing pres-
sure.to retreat and compromise on the part of imperialism. It takes
into account the bankruptcy,of the cold war ideologies, alliances, -
etc., and gives new foundation to all the struggles of the present
world majority for peace.

The historic agreement signed between the US and USSR are of
extreme importance toc us. The extended trade gives real concreteness
to the need to end the arms race and the cold war once and for all,
and ties the two people's youth together on the basis of normal eco-
nomic relations and interests.

It gives a new material basis for millions in our country
representing all eclass strata especially the working class to struggle
for peace.

With the continued Soviet aid to the national liberation move-
ments, which is 'non-negotiable' as Comrade Brezhnev said, coupled
with the process of detente, creates a new basis for new victory of
national liberation. For example, detente has had a major effect on
preventing the interference of NATO and U.S. imperialism into the
affairs of the new anti-fascist government in Portugal. It creates

the basis for the further isolation of the fascist regimes in Chile
and South Africa. For the Caribbean it means the removal of Guantana
from Cuba -- a growing recognition of Cuba by most states in the worl:
and the removal of all U.S. bases from Puerto Rico -- it means making
the Caribbean a nuclear free zone.

For the U.S. youth it creates the basis to demand an end to the
$100 pillion military budget and the use of the funds to meet the vit
needs here at home. As comrade Gus Hall placed it: "Each decisive
moment in history has its point of focus, its decisive forces, its
course of development. The essence of this moment, the balance of it:
forces, its direction, its currents and tre..ds are all encompassed in
the phrase, 'the struggle for detente.'

The dynamics of detente express the process, the historic shift
in the balance of power at a time when the old system and its ruling
class have lost their place of dominance to a new force representing
a new social system and a new class that increasingly determines the



course of human events. Detente expresses a qualitative change in
international class relations."

When one looks at the totality of the deepening crisis of world
imperialism -- the growth and strengthening of socialism (new qual-
ity of life under socialism), the new recent victories for national
liberation and defeats for fascism -- the total effects of the proces
of relaxation of tensions and peaceful coexistence, we can see an
accelerated worldwide offensive for peace, national liberation, agair
colonialism and neocolonialism and for socialism.

Herein lies the basis for the recent victories and the offensive
posture we must assume.

WEDY

In these crucial times our relations with WFDY, our ties with
youth around the world, must be greatly strengthened. WFDY's recent
9th Assembly reflected the new moment and charted a course of struggl
under the slogan of youth for anti imperialist solidarity peace and

progress,

We want to take this opportunity to express our full support for
the new program of WFDY.

In the Middle East, a danger zone for world peace, the Israeli
Zionist-imperialist ruling class policy of aggression has reached
a new crisis. The recent UN vote on the recognition of the PLO, as
the legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, and the sup-
port for the reestablishment of a Palestinian state illustrates this
new crisis. The peace initiative of the PLO has a close relationship
with the Soviet-initiated worldwide struggle for the relaxation of
tensions and has placed the burden on the Israeli ruling class to
reply favorably.

There is a new upsurge of struggle on the part of the people of
Israel who are confronting outrageous inflation and unemployment due
to the war-dominated Israeli economy. The recent statement of the
PLO, condemning the hijackers of a British airliner in the Persian
Gulf as "a desperate attempt to harm the struggle of our people ...
as an irresponsible act" indicates a new level of unity within the
. PLO. There is a new level of unity among the Arab states as:well.

We want to take this opportunity to express our deepest solidar-
ity with the youth and people of Palestine in their just struggle for
the right of self-determination. We call on our government to end it
support of the Israecli imperailists. We condemn the racist hysteria
being spread throughout our country against the PLO. We want to ex-
prcss our total rejection of the Israeli sionist "claims" on the ter-
ritory of the Arab peoples. We express our golidarity with
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the progressive people and youth of Israel and espially to the-Com-
munist Party and the Young Communist League of Israel, who as g move-
ment of Arabs and Jews, display the highest levels of proletarian
internationalism and courage in their fight against their own imperial-
ism., The way to a Just and lasting peace in the Middle East is for
Israel to abide by the UN resolution # 242 and to pemove all troovps
from the occupied territories and begin negotiatioms with the PLO--and
the representatives of the other Arab states.

In this struggle we have a special responsibility to force U.S.
imperialism to end its support of Israeli aggressops. We must coiprter
The racist anti-Arab hysteria that's being spread throughout our
country. The Arab nations have a right to price and nationalize their
own oil. U.S. oil monopolies created and got rich off of the @wcalled
energy crisis. Up to now, for example, 40% of Saudi-Arabian oil iz’
controlled by U.S. firms. U.S. corporations are pushing the price of
01l up in this country and around the world and are trying to create
a raiist and anti~-semitic hysteria by putting the hlame on the -Arab
peoples,

We musteounter- this among U.S. youth. We must also make a_specia
egf%;t to win Jewish youth in the U.S. away from the imperialist trap
o ionism. -

Vietnean

- The struggle in Vietnam -and Indochina is not over, Comrades.
Though it was an historic victory to have forced U.S. imperialism to
sign the Paris Aceords, the struggle for full implementation of these
accords rages on. Presently in Vietmam there are still thousands of
U.S. military personnel posing as civilians and giving aid to the
buppet regime of Saigon. Presently there are thousands of politrical
prisoners in the Saigon jails. U.S. aid to the Saigon puppets remains
on a massive scale. The violations of the Paris accords by the Saigon
gupgets.occur daily. There is an upsurge of struggle by the people of
outh Vietnam in the cities demanding the removal of the Thieu regime.

_ . We resolutely condemn the Saigon regime's repression against the
Vietnamese people of South Vietnam. We call for the full recognition
of the Provisional Revolutionary Government of South Vietnam as the
sole and authentic representative of the people of South Vietnam.  We
call for the release of all political prisoners in South Vietnam. We
call on the U.S. Congress to cut off the multi-billion dollar aid it
presently gives to the Thieu puppets.

We demand the withdrawal of all U,.S. civilian, military, CI4, etc.
personnel from South Vietnam and that our governmert uphold the Paris
Peace Agrecment.

We demand reparetions be paid-to *he people of “the Democratic



Republic of Vietnam and South Vietnam for the massive reconstruction
of their country.

The World Federation of Democratic Youth has launched a new
worldwide campaign to build another Nguyen Van Troi school in the
liberated areas of South Vietnam. This campaign is of the highest
significance for U.S. youth and students.

Cambodia

We hail the new victories being won by the liberation movements
in Cambodia (F.U.N.K. and G.R.U.N.K.). Along with all patriotic forces
the youth and students are playing a special role in their struggle
against the Phnom Penh regime. There are almost 4,000 U.S. -advisers
in Cambodia. We must step up our fight to end U.S. support t the
Phnom Penl regime and to support the just struggle for independence,
gemgcggcy, peace and neutrality being waged by the patriotic forces in

ambodia,

Laocs

Despite the April 5th negotiated settlement in Laos, thousands of
U.S8. military personnel still remain. This is in violation of that
agreement. The April 5th agreement called for the removal of all U.S.
personnel and for the formation of a new Provisional coalition govern-
ment. This was a great victory. The fight is now for the full imple-
mentation of that agreement. We must demand that our gobernment
withdraw all troops and military personnel from Laos and that they
abide by the April 5th agreement and the people of Laos be allowed to
determine their own destiny.

Chile

To the youth and people of Chile: Your struggle has always had
the support of all progressive people and youth in the United States.
The victory of the Unidad Popular sent a wave of great inspiration to
alllgrogressive and democratic peace-~loving people throughout the
world.

U.S. imperialism, bent on destroying this democratically elected
government, launched a vicious conspiracy to undermine the Popular
Unity. Millions of U.S. taxpayers' dollars directed by Kissinger's
40 €@omnittee was used by Fascist thugs and provocateurs to create a
crisis in Chile. ZEvery effort was being made to undermnine the Chilean
econony. Finally, U.S. imperialism's CIA engineered the bloody Sep-

tember 11 coup d.'etat -—- one of the most vicious fascist dictatorships
in history forced on the people of Chile. They assassinated Comragde
Salvador Allende -- who fought courageously to the end in defense of

Popular Unity. Thousands of comrades and patriotic democrats were
killed or forced into concentration canps. Books were burned. Men
women and children were killed. All trade unions, democratic- "
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organizations and political parties were outlawed. Universities wewe
closed -- students and workers killed; workers fired en masse; great
Chilean cultural figures were killed like comrade Victor Jara. It's
now one year since the bloody hand of fascism grlpped Chile. There
are now 100 concentration camps, 30,000 political prisoners, tortures
and court-martials without the rlght of defense go on daily; 35,000
students have been expelled from the university. _Hundreds of thousand:
of workers have been thrown out of work. Hunger is widespregd. Price:
for basic commodities have increased as much as 1,000%. Thousands of
Chileans have been forced into exile.

We must say, comrades, that this fascist junta would not be in
power today had it not been for the backing of the U.S. CIA -~ had
it not been for the military assistence from the U.S. -- they would

not have been able to have carried out the coup.

ITT, Kennecott copper, the U.S. state department are responsible
for the pllght of the Chilean people. They dictate to this fascist
Jjunta.

There is a massive resistance being waged in Chile, including
labor strikes and protests; it has the wholehearted support of most of
the world. The Chilean people and youth have made a special appeal to
U.S. youth and people to end all U.S. aid to the junta. To wage a
struggle to win the freedom of all political prisoners; to make our-
special contribution to the isolation of the junta world-wide.

We can say that we responded qulckly after the coup and organlzed
demonstratlons against the fascists.

We now participate in a nation-wide movement in solldarlty with
Chile. It is a movement that has done much to pressure the state
department to end its support for the junta. JIt's a movement that has
isolated the Jjunta from the people of the United States.

Such 'isdlation has made it possible for our courageous comrade.
Gladys Marin to galn entrance into our country. We nust, however,
step up our efforts in solidarity with Chile. We demand the imnediate
release of Luis Corvalan (General Secretary of the Communist Party
of Chile) and the release of Clodomiro Almeyda, Vlce—Pres1dent of the
Republic and a leader of the Socialist Party.

We demand the release of all political prisoners and the restera—
tion of democratic rule in Chile. Down with the fascist Juntal

Conrades: the people of Chile are going to win against fascism -
40% of the 70,000-strong Chilean YCL is functioning; there is a big
underground network functioning. Chile will win! Conrades, you know
that the great poet-laureate, Comrade Pablo Neruda, died shortly after
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the coup. Comrade Neruda, one of the world 's greatest poets and a
Nobel Peace Prize winner, was very ill before the coup. But the
fascist coup, no doubt, hastened his death. His funeral becane a
great demonstration -- a great defiance of fascism. The crowd began
to sing the Internationale -- in greater defiance. Then the people
began to shout: "Long Live the Young Communist Leagué of Chile."

"Conrade Pablo Neruda is with us today and forever." "Chile will be
socialist!" This reflects the spirit. of struggle that will win in
Chile.

We will deal with this later but it's necessary to nake the point
here. The Maoist misleadership of the People's Republic of China has
shown their bankruptcy by their recognition of the fascist Jjunta in
Chile. This is out and out betrayal.

Africa

Africa 1s playing a very decisive role in world struggle. With
the fall of the Portuguese colonies, the last vestiges of clausical
colonialism in Africa is being wiped out. This has created a new cri-
sis for the Aparthied regimes of South Africa and so called Rhodesia.
The victory of the people of Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde Islands,
Angola and Mozambique had a tremendous inpact on the entire world.

It showed how the highly organized, highly motivated national libera-
tion novement, Marxist-led and with close relationships to the social-
ist comnunity, particularly the Soviet Union, can not only win its

own liberation, but once again help to create the basis for revolutior
ary change in the metropolitan center, in this case Portugal.

The ability of the liberation novements in the former Portuguese
colonies to carry on a sustained struggle, because of the naterial
support, largely from the USSR, and put increased pressure on the
econonic, social and political life within Portugal itself, helped
to influence in a progressive direction in the armed forces novenment,
whiih ended in the total collapse of the oldest fascist regime in the
world. :

As we know, U.S. nmonopoliesvhave nultinillion dollar investnents
in Mozambique and especially in Angola. As we know, these countries
surround the Aparthied. republic of South Africa. The danger of South
Africa, Bhodesia, and U.S. intervention tc¢ disrupt the process of

independence is very real. The U.S. nilitary had a relationship
with the Portuguese through NATO and has a very close relationship - ..
with South Africa and Rhodesia. We nust be more vigilant in our
solidarity with the people of Mozambique and Angola. We want to
express our full support for the fighting brothers and sisters in
Frelino and M.P.L.A., the real front line representatives of the
people of Mozambique and Angola.

The death of the great Marxist-Leninist leader, Amilcar Cabral,
was a blow to all progressive humanity. Cabral's leadership had an
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an inpact on the entire anti-inmperialist novement. He influenced the
thinking of progressive ninded people fron every corner of the globe,
including a big impact on the novement in our country. His death

was a tremendous loss. But, there is a living nonument to Conrade
Cabral in the establishment of the newly independent state of Guinea-
Bissau anl the Cape Verde Islands, under the leadership of the PAIGC.

I want to take this opportunity to extend our warmest solidarity
to the people and youth of Guinea-Bissau through our fraternal organ-
igation, the newly formed Anilcar Cabral youth Leagu=.

South Africa

The events in the former Portuguese colonies have also helped to
spur on a new upsurge of the nilitant nmass struggle in aparthied
South Africa. Led by our fraternal organization, the fighting ANC,
one of the oldest national liberation novenments. in the world, is
naking new gains,

U.N. Vote

The U.S. voted to retain racist South Africa egainst the over-
whelning sentiments to kick these representatives of fascism out. We
nust put our naxinun effort in the struggle to force the U.S. govern-
ment to change its vote. That means we go out and help get the millic
signatures. Now we have a hew vehicle -- the anti-imperialist nove-
nent that has launched a canpaign around one nillion U.S. signatures
to expell South Africa. We are in complete agreement with the anti-
inperialist movement. As well, we support all those independent
African states that struggle against neocolonialisn, those pursuing
a non-capitalist road of developnent, such as Sonmalia.

International Solidarity

In South west Africa the Liberation struggle against the racist
white ninority in Zinmbabwe (Rhodesia), Namibia, and South Africa are
scoring new victories. These racist regimes have formed an alliance
which continues to increase their dominance over the African people.
By unifying their nilitary power and pronoting various resettlement
prograns for Blacks (Bantustans) and programs aimed at settling large
nunbers of European and U.S. whites on the minerally rich land project
such as Cabora Bassa and Cunune Dans are ained at creating the condi-
tions to facilitate the process. U.S. firms can be heavily counted
ariong those who have big investments in such projects.

_ We demand an ending of all U.S. trade (econonic relations),
involvenent, etc. in that part of the world, as in line with the
sanctions by the UN.

We call for full independence and majority rule for all the
countries of southern Africa. We express our solidarity with the ANC
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in South Africa, Zapu in Zinbabwe and SWAPO in Nanibia.

Cuba:

Cuba has always been of special importance to us. The first free
territotry in the fAmericas. Recently, a new breakthrough has developed
in the breaking of the U.S. inposed econonic blockade of Socialist
Cuba. Cuba now has relations with 80 countries, worldwide ~- and has
recently established relations with its neighboring states in the
Caribbean: Guyana, Trinidad, Tobago, Jamaica, and Barbados, for
exanple. The breakthrough represents a further defeat for U.S. ]
inperislisn -- it was a case of isolating the isolators -- and forcing
a whole new independent relationship between Cuba and other Latin
Anerican states.

Now is the time to bring naximun pressure on U.S. imperialisn --
to completely break the cold war blockade against Cuba. We support
the work of the Venceremos Brigade which has and will do nuch to
bring the inspiring nessage of socizlist Cuba back to millions of U.S.
youth.

We view the work of the Brigade as of great inmportance and nust
increase our support of this noble work. The world-wide success of
relaxation of tensions neans that in Cuba, the U.S. Guantanano nilitar
base nust be removed. It neans the normalization of relations with
Cuba.

At these times when the sugar nmonopolies are carrying out their
nassive rip off -- the prospects of cheaper Cuban sugar is. being
welconed by millions of U.S. citizens. This is one benefibti normalized
relations with Cuba could nean.

We want to wholeheartedly support the offer of the YCL of Cuba
to host the 1llth World Festival of Youth and Students. To hold the
World Youth Festival in Cuba will have a tremendous inpact on the
young people of the U.S. We nust prepare early and work hard to
realize the broadest delegation to the next festival no matter where
its held -~ but especially if its socialist Cuba.

Puerto Rico is very important to us also. Puerto Rico is a
direct colony of the U.S. U.S. inperialism severely oppresses the
people of Puerto Rico. Today, they are aining to destroy the ecology
of Puerto Rico through the building of the superport. ‘One quarter
of Puerto Rico's land is occupied by the U.S. nilitary.

There i1s a new upsurge of workers' strikes. The upsurge is
neeting with the repression of the colonial governnent. We condemn
the repression of the working class in Puerto Rico. With the new
United Nations resulution of declaring Puerto Rico as a colony, this
neans that a majority of the world supports independence for Puerto
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Rico. Our ain is to step up our struggle to win once and fgr all
an end to the colonial oppression of the people of Puerto Rico.
Que Viva Puerto Rico Libre!

We support the youun and students of Europe in their struggle to
make their continent a zone of peace., As you know the two world wars
were initiated in Europe. ds well we extend our fraternal greetings
to all Young Communist Leagues of the Western European countries.

And in a particular way to the YCLs of France and Italy who are noving
rapidly towards the taking of workers' state power. .

We extend our special greeting to the students and youth of
Ireland who are in a fierce battle for national liberation. We
condenn the chauvinistic anti~-Irish hysteria being spread by the goverr
ment of Great Britain. We express our special greetings to the fight-
ing John Connelly Youth League, our fraternal organization.

To all the youth of Latin America whose lives have been nade
so difficult by the dominance of U.S. imperialism over their countries
We share a comnon border with the people and youth of Mexico. Our
struggles are closely related. We nust develop closer ties with the
youth of Mexico to more effectively fight U.S. imperialibn's exploita=
tion and oppression there, and express our solidarity with their
struggle for the rights of youth-and students. )

We want to take this opportunity to express our solidarity to the
fully-liberated youth living under socialisn, especially the youth in
the U.S.S.R. Their contribution to the struggle of youth woriid-wide:
can never be repaid. Their enthusiastic work in blazing new horizons
in economic, cultural, social spheres of life -~ gives great inspirati
to us. We want to take this opportunity to express our warmest fratez
nal solidarity to the 34 nillion all-union Leninist Komsonol.

DOMESTIC SCENE

The new stage in the general political crisis of imperialisn is
vividly expressed in the deep-going crisis within the U.S.

For the youth, the crisis has been nmost deadly.

The United States is now in the midst of a full-blown cyclical
crisis of overproduction. In short, not a recession, but a depressior
A depression which has as a unique feature the combination of out-
rageous inflation with massive unemployment. On both counts youth are
hit hardest.

Presently, the cost of living is rising at a rate near 15% an-
nually. In areas of vital necessity like food, rents, nmedical care, -
the increases are even greater. For the young worker -- the young
fanily -- inflation is forcing a sharp decline in their eating habits,
social life, etc,

There presently are nearly 4 nillion unemployed (18-24 yrs.).
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This accounts for nearly % of thle total unemployed. 200,000 auto
workers have been laid off recently. Most of thenm are young. There
are new layoffs in steel and nearly every other basic industry.

The fight for the right to earn is vital to youth's survival.

In Education: There has been an absolute decline in college
enrollnent this year, with a particular decline anong Blacks, specif-
ically youth.,

The federal government, since Nixon, has made nmulti-nillion
dollar cuts in education, across the board, leading to a deterioration
of the entire public school systen.

Youth nust fight for their right to learn.

What does the Ford adninistration offer to meet this urgent
crigis?

To beat inflation he offers us his "W.I.N." progran -- 2 progran
that's guaranteed to whip the people now! It will actually cause
nore inflation. You know the line -- "Eat less," "Buy less," "Grow

vegetable gardens" (imagine in N.Y. or Philly!), "Survey your garbage"
Conrades, he was speaking before the Future Farmérs of Anmerica (whose
futures are’ awful bleak) and telling people to plant their own garder
-—- surprised they didn't boo him. This progran was an ingult to those
young fermers, as it was to the entire population of the TU.S.

What is the real situation? Take food. The price paid to the
farmers for their crops and live stock has actually gone down over
recent years -- that's why all the militant protest by the Farmer's
Union. Why has what they get diminished when the food gets to the
supernarket at prices which are sky-high and keep going up? Now
if the farmers aren't getting it who is? -~ The big food monopolies
are artificially raising prices to get higher profits -- and they are

getting it too: 1000% rise in profits in the sugar industry.

They say Arab oil is the problem. But the cost of oil hasn't
gone up nearly as nuch as food and other items. Besides, what about
the oil from the U.S.7 I think it's the majority that's consuned.
That's priced higher too. Why isn't Ford insisting that they lower
the price?

U.S. nonopolies have made 40 billiondollars off inflation. They
aren't about to end it -- they're getting rich from it. But Ford
tells you and I that we have to sacrifice, that we're too affluent,
and prosperous. This is a shane!

To neet the youth unemployment problem they came forward with
the proposal for the sub-nininun wage -~- 75% of nininun wage for
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youth., This is to help create jobs for youth. You know who backed
the bill ~- McDonald's -- because they're for super exploiting the
labor of largely teenage youth. The sub-nininun wage is part of a
progran that will pit young workers against their parents in con-
petition for jobs. This will nake youth a special weapon against
organized workers. Sub-nininun is only part of the whole progran
ained at removing health and safety and other protective laws for
youth enploynent connected to this progran.

They're planning to not increase the educational opportunities
for youth, but in fact to give the task of educating the youth over t:
private industry -~ in a nassive work-study program -- where noney
for education would go to a factory owner through a voucher systen.
You could continue your education or not -- it would be up to you!
It's ained at acconodating to the great lack of funds for education,
as opposed to a nassive progran to vastly expand the educational need:
of youth. It's ained at accomodating to the great lack of funds for
education, as opposed to a nassive progran to vastly expand the _
educational opportunities for youth. It's aimed at accomodating to
nassive youth unenployment and underenployment, because capitalisn,
due to its crisis-anarchistic nature, creates nassive unenploynment
-- especially for the young.

All of Ford's programs have one purpose —-- to guarantee the full
protection of profits for Big Business.

Ford's prograns refuse to touch the 100 Billion dollar nilitary
budget... but he asks us to sacrifice. This again shows that strugg:
for relaxation of tensions has a big bread and butter relationship to
youth, besides not wanting to fight any nore wars.

What do the Denocrats propose? Wage and Price Freeze.

To freeze wages under these conditions of the workers being
behind will be devastating. The workers nust be able to catch up.
To freeze prices neans little unless workers catch up. Besides,
aren't the "woges" of capitalists the profits, not prices?

The people are responding. We have to view with the greatest
positiveness:

~-the present level of contract rejections anong U.S. workers —-
young workers.

-Coal strike =-- coal workers in Alabanma unions denanded an end to

inportation of South African coal.

~Election of Ed Sadlowski to biggest district in the Steel Worker
union. Agoinst Abel's no-strike agreenent.

-In New York recently a few places were offered by the Electrical
Workers. At least 1500 young black and white youth lined up for 2 or
53 days for 255 places. That was, in essence, a spontaneous denonstra-
tion of youth.
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-0f course, the great November 16 denonstrations, the first
national actions around inflation and unemployment. They demanded
a roll-back of prices, rents, utilities and nasgsive job creation.

Thousands united in an anti-nonopoly progranm. The press reported
that there were 100,000 people around the country. 4#And this is only
the beginning.

We nmust tie in the Youth Rights Canpaign to this national nove-
nent.

Youth's right to earn, learn and live is under trenendous assau’
We nust organize our offensive here to move millions of youth in
concert with the working class.

RACISM is the nain weapon of the ruling class to defeat any
offensive. Indeed, the struggle nust be stepped up against racisn
to guarantee that there will be an offensive. Jin Steele's report
will deal with this nore fully.

What happened in Boston is part of nonopoly's plan to place the
blane for the poor conditions of white workers on the people nost
victinized by those conditions -- on Blacks, Puerto Ricans, Chicanos.
Native Americans, Asian-Anericans -- @pocially oppressed. The plan
is to divide white and Black teenagers; it is aimed at dividing white
and Black workers; it is to push the dissatisfaction of the workers
to the right -~ towards fascisn. All over our country there is a
stepup in open activities of the Nazi, KKK, and other racist and
fascist groups.

This is a turning point for our country. If we cannot organige
youth to fight we nay face severe setbacks on all fronts.

Earlier we nentioned the crisis of anti-comnunisn, racisn and
of bourgeois ideology in general, This is evident internationally
in the isolation of U.S. inmperialism. Donestically, they are
bonbarding youth on all fronts, econonic, political etc. But there
is a special effort on the cultural front. The nass nedia glorifies
the Nazis, glorifies the Klan, glorifies the lunmpen proletaviat.
Super Fly is a big hero. And Super Fly "don't have no jot." The
nass nedia glorifies racism. Take the new television shows. What
about Chico and the Man. Even Good Times has democratic content
but the racisn comes through. Nihilist, apolitical philosophies are
pushed. "You do your thing, I do nmine." "If you are a racist, it's
ajright as long as you're a nice guy." "You night be a fascist but
that's your right." "Do your own thing!"

All this is the ruling class glorifying ignorance; they glorif:
the principle of no principles. Drugs and alcoholisnm are pushed as
a way out. The youth associated with Hare Krishna are dancing in
the streets. All this diverts youth fron the struggle. This is an
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an exanple of the ruling class going down and trying to drag everyone
down with it. The natural instincts of youth is to struggle. We nust
launch a cultural offensive to win youth to the high level of the
culture of humanisn. To win then to a disdain of injustice and oppres
gion. To win then to the culture of anti-racist unity -~ the culture
of struggle. We nust develop fornms- of song, dance, poebtry, art and
physical culture in the context of struggle.

The convention rmust launch a new era of mass youth struggle,
along with the working class and other progressive forces. Lhis will
nake the nid-70s a-‘decisive Surning point in the history of the U.S.

" revolutionary novenent. The upsurge is going to come. Will it be

the spontaneity of the 60's or will it be as highly organized as the
working class rooted struggles of the 30's -- the struggles that won
social security and built the CIO. What we do now will greatly deter-
nine this question. The decisive new ingredient is the youth rights
canpaign which I will discuss later.

There are other ideological blocks to struggle. Maoisn 1s
"total betrayal-. While the world anti-inperialist forces are on
the offensive, naking historical advances, Maoisn is "open betrayal'.
It is the nost vocal and consistent anti-Soviet trend. It openly
supports NATO and has declared itself for the strengthening of NATO,
This is total bankruptcy. For some time China has been trading with
Rhodesia and South Africa, inporting 70,000 tons of Rhodesian chrone
annually, while they have an unfavorable balance of trade with the
capitalist countries (80% of their total trade is with. the. capitalist
countries), they have an overwhelningly favorable balance of trade

with the developing countries, primarilly in Africa. Clearly, in
its relationships with the developing countries China is following
a line sinilar to the inperialists.

Maoisnm is chauvinistic. The internal policy of great Han
chauvinisn has been well docunented by conrade Winston in his book,
"Strategy for a Black Agenda". To accuse such world leaders like
Anilcar Cabral, Fidel Castro, and our heroie Vietnamese comrades
of being used by the USSR is insulting to the highest degree. It is
rank chauvinism.

Maoism is attractive to some U.S. youth. They feel it has a
militant tone. But frankly, slogans like "Countries want freedom,
nations want liberation, people want revolution" and "The world is
in disarray and that's good", don't tell anybody anything. These
slogans don't tell anyone to anything, actually it councils passivity,
the world's in disarray and that's good, so lay back. Maoism and
imperialism is in disarray but not the world.

And that chump Irwin Silber! His rank opportunism is evident in
his position on Chile. When the popular unity government was in power
he did nothing to help them. He consistently criticised them. And
now he has the nerve to sit up in his apartment drinking martinis and
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telling the Chileans how to conduct their revolution, that they should

fight to every last man. This is in keeping with those types who sat
up in their penthouses drinking martinis and telling the Blacks,
Puerto Ricans, Chicanos, Native Americans and Asian Americans that
they should pick up the gun and fight to every last Black, Chicano,
Puerto Ricans, Native American and Asian American..

Mao does not represent the interests of the people of China. Is
it in the interests of the people of China to support NATO? Is it
in the interests of the people of China to support the Chilean junta?
We think not! The people of China, the working class will, without a
doubt, recapture their revolution.

Anti-Sovietism is weak, it's out of step, it's in crisis. It
drove Maoism to imperialism. It is out of step with the main directic
of the world revolutionary forces. If we take the offensive on this
question, in step with the world offensive, anti-Sovietism can be
decisively defeated.

The Maoists, the ultra-right, the "liberal" capitalists and the
Trotskyites have formed an alliance in their anti-Sovietism. Take all
the to-do about "freedom of speech" in the Soviet Union. Freedom of

speech is not an abstract question. Freedom of speech for the slave-

holder means oppression and misery for the slave. Freedom of speech
for the fascists means genocide. Freedom of speech for the Shockleys
and Jensens means superexploitation and oppression for the 30 million
Black people. Those declassed elements, descendants of the landed
aristocracy, represent Y otzienitsyn! The logic of

" their freedom of speech means a return to poverty and oppression for
the Soviet people. Their "freedom of speech" means an end to the
struggle for detente which therefore advocates war. These ungrateful
anti-socialist elements are getting rich through the CIA as Yomg @s
they keep spreading their anti-Soviet slanders and remain in the Sovi
Union. They are cold-war con men.,

League

Nationally our League is in good health -- ideologically and
politically we have the best line and approach to struggle of all
the left groups. This reflects: big progress; I must say impressive
progress over the last five years.

1. The League has grown to be the largest left youth group.

2. The League remains the most unified and consistent -- in ite
political line and its ability to hold together and solidify branches

3. The League has the deepest roots among all strata of youth,
but especially among young workers and specially oppressed youth.

4. The League has the most developed program and mature approac
to struggle.
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5. The League has the strongest international ties -~ World
Federation of Democratic Youth (WFDY) and International Union of
Students (IUS).

6. Of greatest importance is the multinational character of
the League. It is better than any other youth organization. There
is no token unity in the League, either.

We can say that within the League, the highest levels of struggle
against racism and for unity are sought after.

History was made at our 2nd national corwention when ove?_EO%
of the participants were non-white youth. This :ay not be fuily
appreciated, comrades.

This was an unprecedented achievement in the history of tho U.S.
left -- indeed it has important significance interrationally. It
elevates the national question, the struggle against racism and
particularly helps to put it in clear view when one approaches the

U.S. and world youth movements.

- We've also said another important thing comrades -- we develop
some of the finest youth cadres in the country. But in a special
way, a special contribution has becn made. The League has been the
vehicle +to bring forward a regiment of courageous, brilliant Black,
Puerto Rican, Native American and Asian youth.

Maybe some didn't know, but during the 60's radical meant white
and militant meant Black and specifically oppressed. Theoreticians
meant white; pragmatists meant Black, Chicano, Puerto Rican, Native
American and Asian youth.

Anytime a Black or specially oppressed youth was head of anything.
she or he was considered a token. The racist ruling class feared the
League but thought the League would never make it -- the white leftist:
feared the League, and either ignored our Black and specially oppressec
members or thought that at the slightest challenge we would retreat.
NCLC worked on that basis -~ so did the Trotskyites -~ they were always
up in your face if you were a specially oppressed youth., But they fow
out! We beat them ideoclogically, theoretically and organizationally,
Chauvinistically, they didn't think we could survive without their
racist, paternalistic approach. They were wrong.

We have brought forward a regiment of Black, Chicano, Puerto Rica:
Native American and Asian youth, whose leadership is not only firm and
strong, capable among their particular national group, but who are
giv%ﬁg a high caliber of leadership to the entire generation of U.S.
youth.

This is part of the powerful accomplishments of the League. A
further part of this is the strong international ties of the League.
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We have concrete, harmonious ties with over 200 million fighting youth
who are affiliated to WFDY., We also have good ties with the largest
international student organization, the IUS. We have close fraternal
relations with the youth of the USSR -~ 34 million strong -~ youth of
Vietnam, youth of ANC, India, PAIGC, Korea, France, Italy, Canada,
Puerto Rico, Cuba -- I could go on and on. We have friends and comrad
in every corner of the globe. These are powerful comrades.

All this is possible because of our close fraternal ties with the
CPUSA -- the vanguard of the U.S. working class,

The CPUSA is a party confirmed in the class struggle and in
struggle against racism; a party that represents the very force of
the science of Marxism-Leninism on the U.S. scene; a party stecped
in proletarian internationalism; a party that has aspirations towards,
and the ingredients to take state power.

Last September lst marked the 55th anniversary of the CPUSA —— .
55 years of fierce, heroic, courageous struggle which cannot be
equaled by any other political party in the U.S. From our third
national convention, on its 55th anniversary, we want to express our
deepest appreciation and congratulations to our fraternal -organizatior
the magnificent CPUSA.

And so we can say that our League stands above all other youth
organizations on the U.S. scene. We can say that in terms of high
moral aspirations of this generation, that this is strongly reflected

in the League -- the humanism, the dedication to peace and equality
and social progress, prosperity -- to socialism -- which places a big
welght on us individually and collectively -- but helps to create a

young group of human beings of a new type, even under capitalism.

This is what attracts youth to the League. This is what has
created a deep crisis inside bourgeois and petty-bourgeois radical
groups.

Now all the petty bourgeois radical groups are trying to copy
the League on questions of multi-national composition, struggle
against racism, the decisive leading role of the working class, the
respect for theory, the international ties. All of these groups try
to copy the League. They (Trots, assorted Maoists, etc.) can't
achieve what the League has achieved because they reject the basis
of strength of the League -- the corrcct understanding and applicatio:
of the only revolutionary science -- Marxism-Leninism. Not Trotskyis:
not Maoism, not right social democracy. No! Marxism-Leninism!

But the attempt at copying the League is significant. It reflec-
a level of the YWLL's hegemony among left youth. It also reflects a
big defeat for the petty bourgeois, radical elements.
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While the League has done much, made impressive progress, while
in good health genmerally, we still have some serious ailments which
prevent our moving forward to a new stage.

Sectrianism must be singled out as one of our major problems. ’
We have had narrow views of our work. There has been a tendency on
the part of the League to see itself as a Jjunior Communist Party.
There has been a tendency to try to duplicate the party, to work
from campaign to campaign, to disperse cadre. This syndrome has been
evident in our student work, as well as in other work. '

These sectarian ways were adequate at a certain stage of our
development. They were adequate to bring us to a League of 1500 to
2000 members in several stable branches. However, our organization
has been largely a League of agitation rather than action. Our work
has demonstrated a basic lack of concretcness. Although we have
developed a core of cadre, League militants, the League cannot
continue to operate in old ways. If we are to reach our poteantial
of being a League of mass action, we must change.

Nature of Change

' The theme of our thesis: "For a League of Mass Action" is the
key to change. The essence of the qualitative change we must make
is in the Youth Rights Campaign. The Youth United for Jobs formation
is perhaps the most important development in League work in the last
2 years, perhaps in the history of the League. The development of
a movement around the youth : employment bill is also one of the mos?t
important developments in the League since it's inception. This must
be understood, comrades, we must give it the strongest emphasis.
Why? Read the thesis carefully. This is the first time we really
define and most importantly move to implement our basic concrete
youth program. Again, it is the most important work we can do now.

Without this basic program all other work will be out of focus,
will be work in general and will be without real direction. Without
the implementation of our youth rights program, we can't realize our
long-range strategy of democratic youth unity. And we will remain
without concreteness. This youth rights program is really the
foundation for the existence of the youth League, or the young
Communist. movement. The +tendency to duplicate the party is inherer
in a situation where the youth League does not have a basic economic
program for youth. This applies to youth vanguardism too.

Let me give examples of how the youth rights campaign can enhanc
our work. There is a tremendous rise of racism in our country. The
classic situation is in Boston. The reactionaries there are attempti
to offer a right fascist alternative in a time of crisis when the
people are looking for a way out. Again, placing the blame on Black
people. And in the electoral struggle, the aim is to create a busgis
for a majority movement for George Wallace in that area. Whose aim
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is to win the White House for Wallace, or at least move it towards
the right. And the level of electoral and political independence
among the masses of people, in many cases, is not on a high enough
level where they can decipher, not a critical kind of independence.
This why a fascist, a John Birch Society head, up in Alaska, almost
got elected. Even in regards to the left. The fact that a Trot
candidate in Ohio got all those votes for Governor. The level of
independence is not that critical. Therefore the attempt to demago-
gically appeal to that to take it to the right is a very real thing.
Now comrades, we can say that racism is morally wrong; we must yell
that to the house tops, and develop the question of the moral appeal
to the masses of white people, to masses of people in general on

the question of the inhuman, barbaric immoral nature of racism. But
I think we have to do more. We cannot stop fascism with just gener-
alities. Concreteness is necessary. To turn from a defensive positio
to an offensive position. To go on the offensive means to win the
masses of those White Youth there in South Boston to a progran in
alliance with the Bkack and Puerto Rican communities up in Boston.
You know, this turning the defensive into the offensive is very sig-
nificant, The Angela Davis campaign you uight say from its inception
tended to be defensive. But what turned it to the offensive was
Nixon and Reagan who were running scared. And the offensive was the
key to victory for freeing Angela Davis. Our offensive is seen in
the Youth Rights campaign. The struggle against racism must he tied
in concretely with the fight for jobs for Youth. For example’, 80%:
unemployment in South Boston.

When you deal with these concretes and have a program with which
to go to go to the youth in an area like South Boston, then and only
then can you counter the racists and the fascists. Because obviously,
they don't have a program around unemployment, jobs and so forth: and
that's the path to exposing them. I think our work on many fronts; in
the national defense movement, on international questions, in our sup-
port for the liberation movements in Africa, the fight to implement
detente, the fight to cut the military budget, and so on, all take on
a special significance when we have our Youth Rights campaign going.

The Soviets proposed a 10% cut right away in all military budgets
This money would then go to help the developing countries. So you
look for a handle on how to take that to the masses of youth. Is
there no better handle than to be fighting for a bill to create one
million emergency jobs for youth and then in harmony with the Soviet
proposal demand that the military budget be immediately cut by 10%.
Isn't that how we concretely fight for internationalism among the
youth? I think so.

Let me say the struggle to develop the United #ront -- you know
that we talked united front a lot in the past and we all agreed and
then you got home you said, what should I go talk to this church about
They're not ready for antl-lmperlallsm° And maybe you even went to
talk to them and had a nice conversation and maybe they liked you but,
then how are we going to get them to do something. How are we
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concretely going to pull this united front together?

I don't think that there is any youth organization that pretends
to speak to the problems of youth that would not support a bill to
win one million jobs for youth. It gives us the basis for the broades’
type of unity to be developed in our generation.,

The Youth United for Jobs form which we should be orienting our-
selves towards, bullding throughout the country, offers us an even
greater vehicle to bring hundreds of thousands of youth around the
league and into the struggle. You have to take troops when you go
into united fronts. They want to know who you have behind you.
You're talking good, but who do you have behind you? A lot of young
people will join the league, but a lot more will join a struggic
around youth unemployment. I know everyone is busy and you don't
have time to build another organization. But I'll tell you, I insist
that once we unfold our program and develop this form, the load on
our cadre will be less, rather than more. Many nore youth will come
around and work, because they are willing to work. The ability to
strengthen the total thrust of the League will be enhanced manyfold.
So I think that we have to give this our most serious attention in
the course of this convention. You know, our experience in New York
was that recruitment went up at least 100% with the development of
the Youth United Front for Jobs. At the November 16th anti-inflation
demonstrations they had a contingent, and they have a contingent here.

If League branches develop such a form, it will be possible for
them to double their membership in a matter of a couple of months.
That is the nature of the situation in which we find ourselves. This
is what I mean about taking the offensive.

What has been our method of recruiting youth? For the most
part, this has taken place through people developing a certain in-
terest in Marxism-Leninism; after a period of time, developing a
certain interest in the league, studying and coming in. Often we
recruit people who were in other radical groups and had attained a
certain level of consciousness. They come into the League because
it is an expression of a higher form. But doesn't our constitution
state and isn't it important for the league that youth who is interes-~
ted in Marxism-Leninism and who is willing to work around our program
should be able to join the League? And wouldn't our recruitment be
greatly emhanced if they didn't only hear what we say, but see what
we do? What about those youth who are on the level of not knowing
much about the ideology, but seces us doing things. You can see how
the number of young people who are attracted to the league and want
to come in can be increased 100 fold because we have a program and
we can say that this is our program, and we are working to build a
movement around it. This is the direction that we have to move in
to build a league of mass youth action.

There is a rumor that we have moved away from industrial

d——
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concentration. ILet me say that that is not so. Let me say that some
of our shop work has been the most important work we have done since
the inception of the League. In many ways it has offered a real
breakthrough. We were able to develop shop work, rank and file work,
move many young workers into industry and recruit young workers also.
This work should be continued, intensified and raised to a higher
level. I think, where it is possible, the aim should be to build
league branches in the shops. But, you know comrades, the majority

of the organization is not in the shops. Does that mean that they

do not have a basic program of industrial concentration? Absolutely
not! And, if we are dealing with the younger generation, the majority
of the younger generation is not in the shops. And, where they are

in the shops, there is a very low level of union organization. That's
one reason why we are projecting the question of organization around
fast food chains. The majority of youth will not come to tho League
from the shops., In fact, the majority of the young workers that we
have recruited have come from other local forms, not necesscrily from
work in the shops.

But what does a program of industrial concentration mean to
each branch? In a basic sense, industrial concentration means
recognition of the central and basic role of the working class and
it's industrial proletariat. ZEvery League branch should have an
approach towards a shop, towards a bus depot where transit workers
are; and, even campus branches should have some relationship to
campus workers, where they take the Young Worker, the Daily World or

the Peoples' World, on a regular basis.

But an examination of the material from the thirties, and a
study of the nature of this younger generation, indicates that the
majority of branches are going to be community-based branches. In
the thirtiea, we find that's precisely what they had and they cer-
tainly had a program of industrial concentration. This is a reflec-
tion of the youth question, of where the youth are. If the League
focuses in on this, it will strengthen our work. This total concept
of industrial concentration will strengthen and give greater clarity
to our work in the shops. We are not moving away from industrial
concentration.

I think we better be more vigilant about rumors. We are
fighting to learn how it is applied in relationship to the youth
question. Which would be different, for example, than if we were
a junior C.P., which I think is a tendency. 8o we have to see that
relationship. Our information is that in the building of the youth
clubs, Youth shop clubs of the Leaguc in the 30's, there was always
a program and a direction to do that, but there weren't that many
actually built. We have to see how we can have a total approach
to the workingclass and industrial proletarian youth in our generatior
That's what's going to be necessary to prevent the ruling class pro-
gram of using the youth in contributions to the working class.
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That's our historic task, to win them to the side and in
harmony with the workingclass. Bo we have to see how that works,
continue our shop work, deepen it, intensify it, bring it to a
higher level. Let's see how we develop our program, and the workers
centers, and how that can relate to shop work. It is again necessary
to give it the proper emphasis! We do not have a great enough ap-
preciation for popular forces.

Just in passing, comrades, a word about the League uniforms.
They're very important for giving a certain youth thrust to our organ-
ization. We need to develop these kinds of forms. What will it do
to other youth who are not in the league to see an audience full of
league shirts. It gives a certain sense of togetherness, ol power,

A lot of younger teenagers who will come to cur organizatioa "o wnob |
find a home in the league, because we 4o not nave such popu.cr forms.
We resist developing and organizing chorsuscs oand siaging groupe, sports
teans. To satisfy the total needs of youth, we have to have sucu
forms, you know, youth man't develop properly if you don't hwve outb-
lets for physical and cultural development. Broaderning and posulrizing

League forms is very decisive in developing a mazs League. winally,
comrades, I want to read you a beautiful quote from Comrzdz fus Hall's
bible on how to "get" imperialism. This is a hell of a btible.

Quote from Gus Hall p 360:

"For a long time, our country has been on the level of technology:
and science to have laid the material basis for socialism. We have it
already. And that's why the crisis is so severe in this country.
Because, in many ways science has given us the basis to move on to a
society of full abundance. But capitalism and imperialism prevents
that. You know, historical materialism didn't stop after feudalisn,
although sometimes they teach it that way. And we now have the
naterial basis for socialism in the United States.

"That's why the ruling class is beconming so anti-science, pushing
all these o0ld ragged theories. But science will win out, the develop-
ment of technology will win out. There are tremendous events around
the world. They are in a new stage; there is a new offensive around
the world and it has been reflected here. History is fully on our sidc
This generation is going to see socialisp in their lifetime. That's
what the League is all about!”

Fini

ZfThere are a large nunmber of grammatical and stylistic incon-
sistencies in this text. These are as in the original distributed at
the YWLL convention. Only the most obvious grammatical, spelling and
typographical errors have becn corrected;7



