
P.O.   Box  471  Cooper  Station
New  Pork,   RT.I.   10003

January  29j   1975

qo  AljL   ORGANlzERs  Alm  Aq-IjARGE  REMBERs

Dear  Coml`ades,

Over  the  past  several  years,   International  Women's  Day,
Mal`ch  8,   has  become  established  as  a  day  for  organizing  ac-
tivities  on  campuses  and  in  cities  throughout  the  country
focusing  on  different  aspects  of  the  women's  libel`ation  move-
ment .

This  year  has  been  declal`ed  International  Women's  Year
by  the  United  Nations.     AII`eady,  many  organizations  have  begun
to  map  out;  plans  for  Mal`ch  8.     We  will  want  to  take  advantage
of  oppol`tunities  open  to  us  by  building  these  and  init;iating
other  activities  on  March  8.     In  some  areas,   YSA  members  have
been  involved  in  these  plarming  meetings.     In  other  areas,
while  gI`eat  sentiment  exists  to  build  large  programs  and  events,
no  ol`ganizing  has  taken  place.     Wherevel`  possible,   we  will  want
to  wol`k  with  other  ol`ganizations  --women's  liberation  groups,
campus  ol`ganizations,  I`adical  groups  --to  build  activities.

On  some  campuses,   March  8  activities  may  focus  on  local
struggles  I.anging  from  defense  of  women's  I.ight  to  abortion  to
support  f or  the  ERA.     In  other  areas  we  can  help  to  initiate
fol`ums  or  teach-ins  on  defense  of  women  political  prisoners,   the
fight  against  layoffs  as  they  affect  women  or  other  issues.

We  have  seen  in  past  years  that  there  is  a  lot  of  potential
for  dl`aving  new  forces  into  activity  around  Intemational  Women's
Day  events.     Where  there  al`e  activities  being  planned,   the  YSA
will  want  to  get  in  on  the  ground  f loop.    where  no  organizing
has  begun  for  March  8,  we  will  want  to  be  aggressive  in  working
with  other  women  and  initiating  activities.

By  participating  in  the  planning  of  International  Women'S
Day  activities,   YSA  members  can  come  in  contact  with  many  young
women  who  will  be  interested  in  our  analysis  of  the  causes  of
women's  oppression  and  in  listening  to  our  socialist  ideas.
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Louis  a  I`esolution  was  passed  overwhelmingly  to  initiate  a  cam-
paign  against  "inflation,  unemployment  and  depression."    Phis
resolution  calls  for  a  shorter  wol`k  week,  with  no  I`eduction  in
pay,  no  wage  contliols,   no  speed-up,  more  union  jobs  through
public  works  pl`ograms   and  othel`  demands.
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The  NCO  voted  to  launch  this  campaign  with  demonstrations
on  March  8  in  cities  around  the  coun.try  where  Cljuw  chaptel`s
exist.    The  campaign  is  also  to  include  public  forums  and  teach-
ins  in  the  week  of  April  28-May  3.    Ihese  activities  will  bc  cin
important  st;ep  in  building  Cljuw  as  an  ol.ganization  that  fights
f or  the  needs  of  union  women  and  will  pl`ovide  CLUW  with  an  im-
pol.tant  tool  for  reaching  out  to  the  entire  union  movement.

Sentiment  f or  building  the  March  8  demonstrations  is  high
in  Cliuw  chaptel`s  around  the  country,   and  in  some  areas  concrete
plans  are  underway  for  the  demonstrations.

Whel`e  we  have  members  in  Cljuw,   we  will  want  to  participate
in  the  planning  of  these  demonstrations  and  help  to  make  them

as  broad  as  possible.

International  Defense  of  Women  Political  I'I`isoners

The  Janual.y  issue  of  Ms.  magazine  featul`ed  a  section  on
the  plight  of  women  politi6al  pl.isonel.s  al.ound  the  wol`1d.    Na-
tionally  and  internationally  there  exists  a  gI.eat  in..tel.est
among  women  to  defend  victims  of  I`epl`essive  regimes  --  p&rtic-
ulal`1y  those  in  Chile,   Spain  and  South  Vietnam.     On  some
campuses  thel.e  is  inter.est  in  planning  activities  that  focus  on
the  defense  of  these  women.     These  activities  can  be  very  suc-
cessful  and  the  YSA  should  help  build  them.

The  U.S.   Committee  for  Justice  to  Latin  American  Political
Prisoners  (UsljA)  has  been  involved  in  a  campaign  for.  the  defense
of  women  political  pl`isoners  in  Chile  since  the  Sept.   11  coup.
Recently,  UsliA  initiated  a  Campaign  for  the  defense  of  political
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to  actively  pal`ticipate  in  USLA.

Whel`e  these  activities  are  taking  place,  we  will  want  to
encourage  USLA  to  be  involved  in  the  planning  of  the  program.
An  UsljA  speaker  at  such  a  program  can  pl`esent  women  with  a  way
to  defend  victims  of  political  repl`ession.    Not  only  can  such
a  speaker  talk  on  the  plight  of  women  political  prisonel`s  around
the  world,  but  they  can  win  new  supporter.s  for  the  cases  and
involve  new  f orces  in  the  defense  campaigns  of  UsljA.

Women 's  Evolution

The  March  issue  of  the  Intel`national  Socialist  Review  will
featul`e  a  debate  between  Ev
agl`ees  with  Reed 's  theory  presented  in
ISR  will  als
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Women 's  Evolution

and  other  literature  on  the  women's movemen

Materials  and  I`epol`ts  from  local  areas  on  Mal`ch  8  activities
should  be  sent  to  the  YSA  National  Office.

ml`adely,

.c~ czrLizA~
Jude  Coren
TSA  Women 's  Ijiberation  Directol`


