
14  Charles  Lane
New  York,   N.Y.   10014-
January  28,1976

TO   ORGANIZERS   ANI)   ANTIRACIST   WORK   DIRECTORS

Deal`  Comrades ,

The  National  Black  Assembly  has  set  March  17-21  as  the  dates  for
the  third  national  Black  political  convention.    It  is  to  be  held  in
Cincinnati,  Ohio.    Attached  is  a  January  9  news  release  announcing
the  convention  and  tent;ative  agenda.

The  purpose  of  this  convention,   as  explained  by  NBA  national
chail`person  Ron  Daniels,   is  ''to  establish  t;he  National  Black  Politi-
cal  Assembly  as  a  progressive  popular  Black  alternative  (pre-pal`ty)
to  the  existing  major  parties."

Accol`ding  to  t;he  release,   "the  highlight  and  most
ment  of  the  Convention  will  come  on  Saturday,  March  19
the  delegates  will  be  asked  to  I`atify  the  1976  Black  Po
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St;I`ategy,   adopt  the  1976  Black  Political  Platform,   and  nominate  an
independent  Black  Candidate  for  PI`esident  of  the  United  States."

Since  the  NBA  was  established  at  the  1972  Gary  Black  political
convention  it  has  organized  very  little  activity  where  it  does  exist.
Howevel`,   since  i;he  NBA  has  amounced  its  intentions  to  run  an  inde-
pendent  Black  candidate  the  major  Black  media  in  pal`ticular,  but
other  media  as  well,  have  given  it  significant  news  coverage.    `(At-
tached  al.e  two  al`ticles  dated  Janual`y  22.     One  is  from  the  New  York
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We  al`e  planning  to  ol`ganize  a  major  participation  of  the  party

at  the ,convention  --Militant  sales,  distribution  of  campaign  litera-
ture,   etc.     As  many  Black  coml`ades  as  possible  al.e  encouraged  to  at-
tend  the  convention,  including  coml`ades  running  for  public  office.

Once  we  gather  mol`e  information  on  the  convention  --its  cost,
etc.   --we  will  let  bl`anches  know.     According  to  the  news  I`elease
NBA  chapters  are  plarming  to  ele`ct  delegates  to  the  national  conven-
tion  in  January  and  February.     These  meeti-ngs  are  also  supposed  to
discuss  1976  strategy  aind  develop  planks  for  the  1976  pl`esidential
candidate.    If  these  meetings  are  actually  organized  it  will  be  im-
pol`tant  for  us  to  pal`ticipate  in  them.    It  will  allow  us  the  oppor-
tunity  to  discuss  important  political  issues  facing  the  Black  com-
munity  such  as  busingo   unemployment,   discriminatory  layoffs,  ERA,
and  Angola.     Because  the  leaders  of  tbe  NBA  plan  to  discuss  ruining
an  independent  Black  candidate,  we  will  also  be  able  to  discuss  our
views  on  this  and  t;he  need  for  a`n  independent  Black  party  and  how  it
can  be  built.     Once  we  learn  more  about  the  convention  and  its  char-
acter,   a  fuller  perspectives  I`epol`t  will  be  sent  to  the  branches.

Any  information  gathel`ed  on  NBA  chapt;ers  should  be  forwal`ded  to
the  national  office.

Coml.edely,

in,.rf u in,it ,,-,, I
Malik  Miah
SWP  INational  Office
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From:     Phe  INational  Black  Political  Assembly
for  additional  information:   contact  Mr.   Ron  I)aniels  216-569-3211

of  Ms.   Imani  Kazana. 202~452-1030

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE,   Friday,   January  9,1976

'76 BIjACK   POLIIICAlj   CONVERTIION   PIANS   SET

Ihe  RTational  Black  Political  Assembly  has  completed  the  format
and  schedule  for  what  may  be  one  of  the  most  significant  national
meetings  in  the  long  histol`y  of  Black  people  in  America.     Some  6,000
delegates  and  observel`s  are  expected  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio  for  the
Third  Bi-Armual  Nat;ional  Black  Political  Convention,  March  17-21,
1976.     The  first  convention  was  held  in  Gary,   Indiana  in  1972.     The
theme   for  the   1976  Black  Convention  is   "Which  Way  Black  Nation;
Towards  a  76  Political  Strategy."     T]he  convent;ion  will  focus  on  the
building  of  a  mass  based  independent  Black  political  movement  for
1976  and  beyond.

After  preliminary  Convention  Committee  meetings  and  Platfol`m
Hearings  on  Wednesday,  March  17,   the  Convention  activities  will  fol`-
mally  begin  on  Thursday,  March  18,  with  a  Testimonial  Ijuncheon  hosted
by  the  Cincinnati  Chapter  of  the  National  Assembly.     The  Testimonial
will  be  a  "Salute  to  Theodore  M.   Bel`ry,"   veteran  Civil  Rights  freedom
fighter,   a  past  Deputy  I)irector  of  O.E.O.   and  fol`mer  Mayol`  of  the
City  of  Cincinnati,   Ohio.

The  Opening  Session  of  the  Convention  and  the  Official  Seating
of  the  Delegates  will  take  place  on  Thursday  evening  at  the  Cincin-
nati  Convention  Centel`.     Among  those  who  have  been  invited  to  parti-
cipate  in  the  Opening  Session  are:     Ijerone  Bennet,  Author-Lectul`er
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community  act;ivist,  Barbara  Sizemore.     A  broad  cross-section  of
National  Black  Ijeaders  and  repl`esentatives  of  African  nations  have
also  been  invited  to  be  pl`esent  at  Opening  Session  as  Official  Plat-
form  Guests.

Convention  activities  on March  19,   will  consist  of  a  series  of
14  Infol.nation  and  Issue  Oriented  Open  Forums  with  panels  of  expel.ts
from  the  National  Black  Community  dealing  with  a  wide  range  of  topics
fl`om  the  Concerns  of  Black  Women,   Youth  and  Senior  Citizens  to  issues
in  Economic  Development-,   Politics   and  Education.     The  Open  Forums
will  be  followed  by  a  series  of  concurrent  Skill  Development  Work-
shops  which  will  be  designed  to  provide  information  and  skills  in  the
al`eas  of  Voter  Registration,  Campaigrl  Organization  and  Building
Black  Assemblies.     A  day-long  Political  and  Organizational  Develop-
ment  Institute  will  also  be  held  on  the  l9th  to  provide  intensive
training  for  NBA  state  and  local  organizers.

The  Convention  is  also  slated  to  hear  and  discuss  presentations
from  three  key  RTBA  Officials.     RTBA  Political  and  OI`ganizational  De-
velopment  Chairpel`son,  Ht;angulizi  Sanyika  (fol`merly  Haywood  Henry)
will  discuss  the  PJati'onal  Black  Assembly's  1976  Political  Strategy;
ITational  Co-Chairperson,  Mashariki  Kurudisha  will  pl`esent  the  1976
Black  Political  Platform;   and  I`Tational  Chairperson,  Ron  D.  Daniels
will  outline  i;he  Goals  and  Future  I)irection  of  the  rvational  Black
Assembly.
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The  highlight   ai]d  most;  historic  moment   of  the  Convention  will
come  on  Sat;urday,   March  19,  when  the  delegates  will  be  asked  to  rati-
fy  the  1976  Black  Political  Strategy,   adopt  the  1976  Black  Political
Platform,   and  nominate  an  independent;  Black  Candidate  for  President
of  the  United  Stateso     q]hough  the  NBA  has  yet  to  decide  who   is  to  be
recommended  to  the  Convention,   Convention  planners  are  hopeful  that
i;he  prospective  candidate  once  det;ermined,   will  be  present  at  the
Convention  to  make   an   acceptance   speecho

In  pl`epal`ation   for  the   '76  INational  Convention,   RTBA  State   and
local  chapters  thl`oughout  the  nation  are  actively  gearing  up  with  a
sel`ies  of  State  and  Ijocal  Conventions  during  January  and  Febl`uary  to
elect  delegates  to  the  National  Convention;   develop  planks  for  the
1976  Platfol`m;   and  I`eview  the  INBA  1976  Black  I'olitical   Strategyo
Persons  who  are  not  presently  aff iliated  with  the  National  Black
Assembly  are  being  actively  encoul`aged  i;o   attend  the  Convention  as
obsel`verso     A  concentrated  effort  is  also  underway  in  the  South  to
I`eactivate  a  number  of  delegat;ions  which  have  been  inactive  over  the
past  18  monthso     NBA  organizel`s  report  that  they  are  finding  an  en-
t;husiastic  reception  in  many  quartel`s  since  the  gI`oup  restructured
and  elect;ed  new  officers   in  Dayton,   Ohio   last  Novembero     Many  ob-
servers  believe  that  the  results  of  the  Dayton  meeting  have  set  the
stage  for  a  successful   '76  Convention  and   '76  Black  Polit;ical  Stra-
tegyo

Ron  Daniels,   Chairperson  for  the  RTational  Black  Assembly  said
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among  the  masses  of  Black  people  and  to   establish  the  National  Black
Assembly  as  a  progressive  Black  alternative   (pre-pal`ty)  to  the  exist-
ing  major  pal`tieso"     "The  existing  parties  only  represent  diffel`ent
faces  of  the  same  power  structure,"  Daniels  continuedo     "The  Republi-
can  and  Democl`atic  Parties  reflect  and  represent;  the  interests  of
the  rich  and  the  supel`-rich  under  the  present  vicious  system  of  in-
stitutional  racism  and  monopoly  capitalismo     A  new  society  based  on
the  principles  and  realization  of  Economic  Democracy  must  be  borne,
and  in  1976,   starting  with  the  National  Black  Political  Convention,
we  intend  for  Black  people  to  take  the  leadership  in  forging  a  new
national  movement  to  bring  a  new  society  into  existenceo"



BLACKs URGE juLIAN  roND As pREslDENT

(Article  in  New  York  Times,   January 22,   1976,   by
Thomas A.  Johnson)

Leaders of the  National  Black  Political  Assembly an-
nounced  yesterday that  they  intended  to  draft  State
Senator Julian  S.   Bond  of Georgia  as  an  independent  can-
didate  for  President  of the United  States.

This marks the  first  attempt to  form  an  independent

political organization by the amalgamation  that grew out
of the  First  National  Black  Political Convention  in  Gory,
Ind. ,   in  March  1972.

It  also  puts  the group in  conflict with  black  elected
officials who  are under  strong pressure  to  support their par-
ties'  political  choice.     Many of these officials were  among
the  assembly's  strongest  Supporters  years  ago.

The  assembly's  leaders  said  that  Mr.   Bond  best  repre-
sented  the  assembly's campaign  to  create "a  society based
on humanism,   democracy and  self-determination,   free  of
oppression  and  exploitation  of humans by other humans;
an  end  to  racism,   sexism,   militarism,   imperiaLisin,   and
all  the  insane derivations of monopoly capitalism. "

Mr.   Bond's  reaction  to  the  assembly move  was to  say
he was  "flattered.  "  but  that he had no  plans to  involve
himself in  national  pelitics  "until  the  1976  Legislative  ses-
sion  is  over  in  March.  "

At  a  news conference  at  the offices of District  1199,
Drug and  Hospital  Workers Union,   Mtangulizi  Sanyika,
chairman  of the  assembly's  political  and  organizational
development,   said  the  group was  "entering  Presidential

politics  as  independents with  no  intention of compromising
or  negotiating with  the  Democratic or  Republican  parties. "

He  said  the  effort would offer  "our people  and  the
American  public  a  choice,   a  human  agenda"  so they  "will

not  be  forced  to  choose  between  the  lesser of two  evils. "

Mr.   Sanyika.   a  Boston-based  political  activists whose
name  was  formerly  Hayward  Henry,   said  that  Mr.   Bond
had  been  chosen out of a  field  of five  blacks.    The other
four under consideration  were  Democratic  Fepre§entatives
John  Conyers Jr.   of Michigan  and  r:onald  V.    Dellums of
Califomia;  the  Mayor  of Gary,   Ind. ,   Richard  G.   Ha.tcher,
and  Dick Gregory,   the  comedian and  social  activist.

The  assembly's  co-chairman,   Mashariki Kurudisha,
said  that  the  group would have  chosen  a  woman  candidate
had  they  found one  "better able  to  carry these  issues.  "

Ron Daniels.   the assembly chairmari,   who  lives in
Young§town,   Ohio.   said  that  the organization  would  also
assist  in the  convening of the  first  National  Committee  for
People's  Politics  in  Washington,   D. C. ,   Feb.   20-22.   The
committee, . he.said,   will attempt  to unite  "black,   third
world  and  white  groups and  persons"  with  similar  interests.

The assembly,   with  support  of the  committee,   will
then  seek "ballot status  for the  candidate  in  25 to  30
states,  "  he  said.

The assembly's own third  National  Black  Political Con-
vention  is  scheduled  for Cincinnati  March 17-?1.

The group's  first  convention  in  1972  attracted  some
8, 00'0  black  Americans of diverse  political  ;nterests  to
Gary.    Many of the  elected  officials  and  civil  rights

people  dropped  out of the organization after nationalists
pushed  through  resolutions calling  for the  "dismantling of
Israel"  and'an  end  to  school  busing to  achieve  racial
integration.

Fewer than  2, 000  at'tended  the  groubts  second  conven-
tion  in  Little  rock,   Ark. ,   in  April  1974.

NBPA's  '76  STRATEGY:    RUN  BLACK  FOR  PRESIDENT

(article  from!£L Magazine.  January 22,1976)

The  Black highlight of Presidential  campaign  year  1976
will  probably be  the  "76  Strategy'.  of the  National  Black
Political  Assembly.

Under the  leadership of NBPA  chairman  Ron  Daniels. the

group  plans to  take  a  serious  shot  at  the  Presidency by  run-
ning a  viable  Black candidate,   and hopes  to  capture 10
million  votes.

As 1976  commenced,   the assembly was in the process
of selecting a  candidate  from  a  field of five  possible choices:
F{ep.   Ron  Dellums  (D. ,   Calif. ),   Georgia  state  Sen.   Julian
Bond,   social  activist  Dick Gregory,   Rep.   John Conyers  (D. ,
Mich.)and  Gary,   Ind. ,   Mayor  Richard  G.   Hatcher.

The  NBPA  is  in  the  process  of setting up a  national  sup-

port  network  for its  candidate  and  plans to  raise  at  least $3

million  in  campeign  funds  through mass  ralli.es and  other
money-raising   efforts held  throughout  the  U. S.

The  first three  months of the  campaign,   which  will be-

gin  in  February o[ March,   will  focus on  voter  registration.
The  remainder will  focus on  Such  issues  as  einployment  and
the  poor  sharing  more of the nation's wealth.

NBPA  hopes to  influence  the  two  major U. S.   political

parties  into  actually adopting  at  least  part of the  NBPA  plat-
form  as  part of their own.

Some observers  frankly have  said they hoped  the  NBPA
would  select  either Julian  Bond or  Ron  Dellum§ as its candi-

date,   Bond because  of his very high visibility and  Dell.uns
because of his overwhelrning charisma.

Daniels said  he hopes to  form  coalitions of other  Black

groups outside  the  assembly to  support  its  candidate,   and
observers have  pointed  out  that  possibility would  increase
irllmediately with  a  name  like  Bond's or build  quickly with
the charisma of a  Dellums.


