
J
•>,~gr      GmETINGS  to  the  28th  CorvENTION  of  the  SocmLIST  WoRERs  PAREr

f ron  SPAFK

The  comrades  of  SPARE  send  our  revolutionary  gree.tings  to  the
comrades  of  the  Socialist  Workel.s  Party  in your  28th  Nauional  Conven-
tion®

We  are  pleased  to  be  obsel.vel.s,  and  we  send  our  best  wishes  for
success  in  overcoming  the  pl`oblems  whicb  confront  us  today.

We  think  this  convention  is  important  because,  in  it,  the  SWP,
in  effect,  addl`esses  itself  to  two  sel`ious  problems  which  Confront  the
Trotskyist  movement:    the  first  is  the  question of  the  relationship
between  the  revolutiomry movement  and  the  working  class  in  this  coun-
tryi  the  second  is  the  question of  the  I.elationships  within the  Pliot-
skyist  movement  both nationally  and  internationally.

We  are  pleased  that  the  SVI?  has  made  the  decision  to  direct  more
of  its  effol`ts  toward  the  wol.king  class.

Ever  sirme  the  time  when  the  Colm`mist  Party  turned  its  back  on
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has  been no  big  I.evolutionary  party  with  I.eal

ss.  The  end  result  has  been that  for  nearly  2
full  generations,  revolut;iomry  ideas  were  absent  fl.om  the  wol`king
classi  the  results  of  that were  a  bl.eak  in the  militant  traditions  of
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never  automatically  evolved  from  tbe  day-to-day  struggles  of  the  class;

g:i:±e:fd±gv:::¥±8=Lng±kh:u::::°gn&fi%=a:%:€i:ifi:h:h:0;8ik:h±:£gss.

oiuti3:Ln8motvhe°mseenty:::S2i:hfrg:%=:a:fp¥::::i::sa:8tr;::::%£.i:h€h:ev-
working  class.  If  it  had been,  of  course,  the  chances  are  likely  that
the  I'evolutionaries  would  not  have  made  big  gains  in  the  working  class.
But;,  if  it  had  been,  the  revolutionary  movement  today  would  have  had
a  certain  --  if  small  --  implantation and  imf luence  in the  working
class;  the  revolutionary  movement  would  have  been  in  a  better  position
to  move  forward  today  as  the  wol'king  class  begins  to  st;ir.  And  cel`-
tainly  --  at  least  in a  small  way,  in  some  sections  of  the  working
class  --  the  demol.alization would  not  be  quite  so  bad,  nor  the  racism
quite  so  pervasive  --if .the  I`evolutional.ies  had  regularly,  for  the
past  30 years,  raised  the  revolutionary  alternative  to  the  class.

We  think  a  large  mistake  was  made  in  the  past.
And  that  is  why  we  are  encouraged  to  see  that  today  the  coml`ades

of  the  Slff  are  addressing  themselves  to  the  problem  of  the  relations
between the  I'evolutionary  organization and  the  working  class.  It  is  a
good  sign  that  this  year.'s  convention continues  to  consider  the  thirn
takecn  last  year.  We  hope  that  the  turn will  be  broadened,  so  that  all  -
comrades  of  the  SWP,  either  as  factory  militants  or  outside  militants,
will  eventually  direct  the  major  share  of  their  activity  to  the  wol`k-
ing  class  milieu.

q}he  seoond  important  question which  this  convention has  addressed
is  the  problem  of  the  I.elationships  within the  Trotskyist  movement  --
more  accurately,  we  could  say  the  lack  of  comradely  relations  within
that  movement.  We  think you have  made  an  ixportant  step  in  inviting
other  groups  and  other  tendencies  to  your  convention.
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heritacje  are  often  lost  in  the  maze  of  the  sectarian  pretensions.
The  already  weak  forces  of  revolutionary  Marxism  are  further  weakenecl,.

The  Solution  of  this  pro?'tlem  is  not  to  continue  on  in  the  same
roads  which  have  taken  us  to  wl`ere  `^Je  are  today.

There  is  another  road--  and  that  ls  tile  road  of  corLimon  work,  mutual
aid  and  discussion  carried  on  ln  a  corL`racl.ely  way.   Throucjli  this  ap-
proach  we  can  begin  to  break  down  the  sectarian  barriers  which  divide
uS.

Certainly  we  ln  SphRI{  feel  that  we  will  be  part  of  the  development
toward.  building.  a  revol¢tionary party of  the  working  class--a  Trot-
skyist  party.  But  we  have  no  illusions  and.  we  make  no  pretenses  that
we  will  carry  out  this  activity  alone.  We  think  that  the  Trotskyist
movement--ag  weak,  ancl  as  tl.ividecl.,  ancl  as  mistaken  in  its  political
positions  as  :\]ig  sections  of  lt  often  are--must  form  the  starting
point  for  the  formation  of  a  revolutionary party of  the  corking  class,both  on  the  national  and  the  international  level.

That  isn't  to  gay  that  within  the  trot8kylst  movement  we  should
hide  our  political  disagreements  with  each  other.  Just  the  contrary.
The  differences  exist.  and  they  are  very  deep  in  some  cases,  partic-
ularly  on  the  question  of  how  we  approach  activity  in  the  working
class,

But  if  we  try  to  function  toward.  each  other  in  a  comradely  way,
we  each  have  the  possiblity  to  win  over  the  otlier  tendencies  to  our
political  ideas  and  to  our  conception  of  building  a  party--if  we  are
correct.  And  if  we  are  wrong  we  have  the  posslhility  to  check  our
own  ideas.

Therefore,  we  think  it  is  a  healthy  sign  that  our  comrad.es  in  the
Socialist  Workers  Party  have  invited  cj.roups  from  other  tendencies
to  the  28th  National  Convention.  Certainly,  we  believe  tliat  much  more
than  this  is  necessary,  that  continuincj-contacts  on  all  levels,
national  and  international,  must  }Je  established.  But  this  convention
is  a  positive  step.

For  these  reasons,  we  g.ladly  take  paLrt  in  your  convention  and.  senc'±
you  our  warmest  g.reetinr..a.
SPARK,   August  |976


