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<  COPIES TO POLITICAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS.

14 Charlez lane
ew Yorx, H.Y. 10
Septenber &, 1976

Barry has already left on his vacation, so I will answer your
letter to him. Jack sent a copy of his letter to Zrnest to you.
In it you will notice that almost everyone here has either left for
vacation or will shortly, so that we will not be able to come over
until the October meeting. You might want to give a preliminary
report on our convention to the September meeting. However, it
would be useful if the final discussion on it and any controversial
questions arising from the convention, could be held over until the
October meeting when we will have a number of comrades present.

I uwnderstand that the recent Central Committee meeting of the
ICR adopted a resolution stating that it was incorrect to prohibit
individual members from attending the SVWP convention. If this is
accurate, a motion requesting the Folitical Bureau %o reverse its
position is no longer needed. Perhaps what is now needed is a
short resolution concurring with the Central Committee decision on
this and restating the rights of members to visit other sections to
learn more aboubt the international movement. The U.S. could reaffirm
its opinion that the act of attending and observing the convention of
another section is not an act which i1s subject to disciplinary action.
In fact, such visits should be encouraged. We better take a look at
the text of the ICR Central Committee motion. 1I'm sure we can agree

.

on a motion if one is appropriate in light of the LCR's action.

VWie would also like to pursue the discussion we began at Oberlin
on the last day you were there. In Jack's letter, you will notice
that he proposed a rather lengthy informal discussion prior to the
schober meeting and that it would be useful if both you and idair
could ve present. If for some reason you are unable to be present
for this discussion, we can certainly arranze another time to neet.
The discussion we had before you left here was fruitful, even if it
was very preliminary and sketchy. Ve will make the effort to continue
iv.

I assune the September meeting will act on the documents sub-
nitted to the IID3 in Jack's letter.

Comradely,

7 / i
/ A 5, ST
A S
7 { .
S
w

—

encl.



%//A“g// ACR 225 v atbodonc M%/%gévlﬁ
rrorTim 2K it O e ﬂvmwm%/w |
%‘gd‘gm /mﬂf///sz o’ |
WW
pas
/Q//;aqm M&hﬂﬁ”/‘u@/ ﬂ,%@av/,, ,éf

/ "
/t,//'/L 422L%ﬁ%kAé? 4j%;j,,'/%;/@%nf§% 2 A%f;;'// //‘{;f//
Akhr
| m AN ,/7604 62/é;,¢”,/‘y/ /4,~o<)2;§§é2222137—'
M{;Z&" e iy el e /Z/w

g = e

/n/‘w 4/'/\/ /»&//#/ /w'f aq/?‘{ (,&_/4 S (,//M
17;/4 . /f%f«w -/z/é,cm'w/q <
LA
/4/ //Z//‘ v%//ﬁ/;//rzz,/ /é/)éw{‘/.// M} «Z;&/ o
//,/ e , -~
Vs
/)/W,w/
g ///M/ 9 f//ﬂ/ /&d - M«M’
PG 7 Lk A sl T s g e
2% P /
/M&f/ﬂ%ﬁ’ A4 /M// ¢ I}Aﬂ/ 4

COPIES TO POLITICAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS.




'R -&X\%N' 23 Albert Rd
“‘)_ London Ne22
¢ Sentember 1976
Dear Jack,
| I hope sou will take up the invitaticn of the IMG Political Committee
enclosed,I have thought very carefully while con vacatiin cincerning the SWP
Convention .and ths discussion we had following it.I had intended to write a
substantial letter setting out my views on this.Howevar the latest rancid ocutburst
of Healy makes it necessayy for me to ravidly write a major article on this issue
so my time is taken upe.Very briefly my conclusions are as follows
i.Thé underlyimg cause the situation in the Infernational ;s of-course
politicaleGiven my political views evidently I consider the wrong
politizal 1lite of the LTF responsible for this in the main - although
the IMT undoubtedl: makes errors-of an ultra-leftist character,
ii,The chief task is to fight for the correct political line,and that
means being within the IMT,but this does not exclude,but cm the
contrary necessitates,a real fight for correct organisaticnal relaticns
in the Internétional.
In relsticmn to the latter the following are the areas where I consider the SuP
ard ITF have legitimate arguments,
i.The lack cf a balance sheet cn Latin Americe
ii.The non-translaticn of documents
1ii,The refusal to discuss with the Lambertists
iv, De facto exclusicn from much of the work and iaformation of the
Internztional centre,
I propose doihg the following about it
i,If the IMT does not nroduce a balance shest on Latin America making
it cleor that the MG will do sol.If the IMT does not produce cne also
actuzlly producing,withi~ the DMGs limited rescurces,its own view on this
questicn,
iiJMaking it 2 comditiom of vparticipation in the World Congress that

the tbree menth reriocds of translaticn of documents in bloes must



at the md of th: discugsic~.(This evident™y arrlies teo 3nglish 7nd
French 'nly ss in Spanish,lat alcne other ‘angunzes,there are zonuine
. techniral vroblems)If this is not met mak mp it clesr thut the
World Goansress connot me eonsiderzd demoer tic nni will nmot t-ks place,
iii.T will write z text con the ILambertist fgsue if the U,Sec does not
in feetr initisté & discussion - ani probebly achtuslly I will write a
text o this issue anvway,I om sure the M7 will support a discussicn,
iv.On *he work of the centre I have a defirite proposal,which I think
the IMG would endorse,but it is rather ambiticus and the work of the
centre involves security questions so I think.it better to discuss this
verbaliy rather than in writing, |
Naturally these points are auite seperate;and do not at 21l exclude,taking up
other points which in my opinion are not primarily tendency questioms such as the
action of the ILCR Political Bureau on invitaticns to the SWP Convention,and the
action of the SWP leadership in regard to the OCRFI,
- In relation to the poimts abcve I think it is clear that the IMG leadership
would have to take a clear public position within the Inter-aticnal in relation
to the above issues,This is what I think the discussicm at the Political Committee
we have invited you to will start to thrash out,On the basis of the discussions
I have had with cdes I am hopeful thgt the majority of the IMG leadership would
agree with the gbove course,

From your remarks at the SWP Convention it mey be that you ccnsider any course
of action of the above character as irrelevant 'bleating! ,If not however I think
it would be very useful for you and other cdes to come to Britaim to the PC
meeting we provose and to leave sore time for further informal discussicn.We could
then discuss whether the above prorosals were in line with whatever is decided at
the October U.Sec 2nd wacther there is agreement con them,

I resard this letter as part of the informsl discussion which you refer to in
your letter to Ernestyand it shculd only 5e distributed as such,At the DMG PC

however I think it will be necessary to move towards taking a formal position -

necessary to preceed an! clarify the taking ¢f formal positions they must not



beccme 2 substitute for themoI hnve attempted in therlast year to 2zt least
unierstand more clearly the positi~n of the LTF and ir particular the SWP and

at lezst clarify your minds on what at least one section of the Fourth Interngtianal
thinks about present differenceg.I ar sorry if you interprat all this as tbleating!
but I am sure the MG is a stronger organisztion for it,and certainly no ome

today is going to build e seriocus Trotskyist organisation cutside of the IMG,and
while the British section is far from the strongest section of the International,
on the external front it does have a certain strategic vpositicn in the

political geography of the International which gives it a certain weight to be
used in a number of projects.Furthermore we naturally don't intend to'étay at

ocur present stage indefinitely,For these reasons,after the important October
meetimg of the U,Sec,I hope that either you or Joe,or both of you,will be able to

. come to Brifain when,both at the PC and informally,we can discuss these matters
further,I am sure Tarig and Brian Grogan would alsoc be extrermely pleased to have

the chance for a discussion.

If for any conceivable reason the triv of yourself and Joe is postponed we would

sinply extend the same invitaticn to Barry,

fraternally

i

P.S. I dontt want to get 'world historie! but I must say that reading the latest
volume of Troisky's writings exprensed perfectly my view on the course revolutinnaries
should presently adopt within the International,I in particular recommend
Writings 1937-38 p105-6 and the 4,5 and 6 paragraphs of the article on those pages,
If the points I made at our discussion in relzticn to the politics of the ICR
made you angry,which they evidently did,I think Trotskv exvresses the necessary

tzsks much better than verhsps I formulated it.



QeP 13 m% 23 Albert Rd

Lomdon N.22

cc. U.Sec 6 Sevtember 19764

Dear Jack,

The IMG Political Committee wss informed thet yourself and Joe would
be in Europe at the time of the October U.Sec.We would like to invite either,or
both,of you to attend a meeting'of the IMG Political Committee which we would
devote entirely to the issue of the present situztion within the Fourth Internatiomal,
If you agree to this proposal please inform us as to which date would be most
suitable and we will arrange a special Political Committee meefing for that day,.
We would propose that you give a report cn the situation: in the Fourth Internzticnaal,
both political differénces and orzanisational issues,and the steps which have to
be taken in your opinion to deal with this situsztion.If however you would prefer
scme other format to a discussioﬁ cn this point we are sure this could be worked ocut,
Whether you would wish to speak on behalf of the views of the leadefship cf the
SWP or the LTF,or both,would of course be up 58 YGu.In view of the present situation
in the Fourth International we hope you will agree to take up this invitation,

fraternally
—
Db T

For the MG Political Committee



