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. " |lro the PG: This is by Alan Jones of the TMG in
. RESOLUTION _D_!:_\l ELECTORAL TP\CTI - ono .‘_Bz‘itain. It has not yet been v8a?d

a . ) . e e P
.. .n the &lections held in the current poclitical situatio] the IMG will
adept the following tacties: ‘

i. It will call for the return of a Labour Govt against the Torises while
exposing the reformist and anti-working class charater of such a government.
It will exposs ths fact that the Labour Govt, and all those who support its
pcldcies, are responsible for its own downfall,

ii. In order to reach the maximum nember cf forcss with the most import-
ant conclusions on how to fight against tha economic, socikal and political
crisis and the policies which will be pursued by a Tory or Labour Govt, thse
IMG sseks to promote the maximum number of candidatss running on 'a programms
of opposition to thse anti-working class policiss of the Labour Govt s al-
though for tactical reasons, toc make clsar that the responsibility feor a
Labour defeat lies with the policies of its leadership, thess candidates
should setand in constitusncies where the losss of ths seat would not bs
attributed to this slectoral intervention. Such opposition is manifested in
a committment to the most decisive parts of the IMG's action programme and
en orientation to reliance of mass struggle and not on Parliament for the
defeat aof the policies of the governsmnt,

iii. Flowing from the above situation, the attitude of the IMG to forcss
standing in the election will be

(a) Candidates of the IS, SLP(SF), WSL, or supporters of the Militant curr-
ent are forces which, despite major inadequacies, ars clearly cerrying on

a struggle against the policises of the governamnt. We call for a vots for
the IS, SLP(SF), or WSL against the Labour Party, and in any situation
where a supporter of the Militant current was the Labour candidate, we are
not in favour of running against Labour in that con-tituency. The WRP's
policies do not conform to the above criterias and we favour a vote for the
Labour Party ageinst the WRP,

(b) We try to promote wherever possible independent class struggle candid-
ates, Our attitude to any candidates standing in opposition to Labour clai-
ming to represent a left alternative whll be determined by the cons.iderat-
ions outlined above in point ii. ‘ -

(c) Certain individual Labour candidates (Maynard, Knoght, Livingstone) and
the SLP (Sillars) represent border-lins cases who have vacillated betwsen
support and activity of mass struggle and reliance on Parlismentary and
bursaucratic maneouvres. At present however, the correct tactic to sxpose
the vacillating character of these elements, and to take the class struggle
forward, is by making demands on them. Ws do not favour therefore at present
running candidates againet thess forcea. This situation must howsver be re-
viewed in the light of developments towards any elesction.

(d) Both the Tribune group and the Communist Party have clearly subordinated
action against the Labour Governmaent's policiss to Parliamesntray and bursa-
ucratic mancsuvres. Neither general programmatic considerations nor its
current role in the class steuggls lsad to a call for a vots for the Comm-
unist Party. There is no reason not to stand candidates in areas where the
Labour candidate is a Tribunite.

(e) In all areas where thers is no candidate representing a class struggle
alternative standing, we call for a vote for Labour against the parties of
the bourgecisie,

iv. The general slogan issued by the IMG for the elsction will bs "For a
Labour Governemnt but fight for a socialist alternative”.

v. In order to maximise the impact of the presentation of candidates repr-
@senting e class struggle altsrnative to Labour, the IMG will fight for the
maximum co-ordination, organisationally and programmatically, amongst such
forces. This will include an approach to IS for the greatest possible measurs
of agreement in the election in regard to avoiding clashes of candidates,
celling for a Jjoint vote, etc., In the svent a serios agrssment of this cha-
racéer were reached, the IMG would discuses how to put up the maximum num-
ber of candidates. If only a minimal, or no agreement, is reached, the IMG
will attempt, as part of an integrated paln of work involving propaganda,
nunited front initiatives, and the fight for revolutionary regroupment. to
present around six candidates in ocur stréngest arsas. Thsse will bs prepared
through a local campaign for cdass struggle candidates, whers possible par-
ticipation in the local slections, and nationally through a campaign for an
electoral intervention for a2 socialist alternative to Labour ir the slections,
for the raising of fdnds, production of material, etc.
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The following resocluticn is based on the document 'Notes on the eglectians’
discussad at the? € on Ncov 20th. It has been amenced and extended in the
light cf discussion at the? €, and should be read tcgether with that docu-

- ment., The proposal is that the PL should vots on the resolution at the end
of the text and submit this as a I document for the next National Committee.

General consicarations on elections

1. In determiring the Framework of imterventdn in elections, revoluzionariec
have to develcjp at least two simultansous tasks. Firstly, they have, in the
interests of:the. long term and present struggle of the working class, to
crganise the naximum number of forces around the basic historgc programme

of preoletarian revolution. Secondly, in the interests of the proletarian
movement immediately and as the sole way in which the forces for the revael-
utiobary tasks.of the working class can be won over, they have to organise
in the most effective way the fight around the most urgent and burning tasks
questiors which.confront the working class and its aliies today. A correct
tactic must effscectively combine these two tasks in the general dynamic of
the c]aoa‘stxuggla The suppression of the second purely in favour of the
first results in a policy of laft sectarlanlsm, and the suppression of the
first in favour of the second results in a capitulation before the reformist
burvaucracies and a failure to prepare the working class for the struggle
against the dynamic unleashed by these bureaucracies.

2. Within their strategic conceptlons and class criteria, the position of
revolutionaries in elections is a question of tactics: They reject any icea
that revolutionaries should always participate in elections, that they shc-
uld always boyeott e‘ectlons, that they should always vote for the party of
the masses, or any similar panacea. The form of intervention in electicns is
determined by how best to succed in winning the maximum number of forces to
the most correct and.importent politicla positions. Whether this is best ach-
izved by standing candidetes in the lection, by calling for . : boy-
cott, by calling for'a vote for another party than our own organisation, or
by scme cther tactic can only be decided by a concrete analysis of all the
gluments in the esitsuation - what are the decisibe issues in the class str-
ugele refratced in the eslection, whether there is any significant force ind-
ependent of the reformist bureaucracy, what is the likely dynamic of the
cless struggle following®the electdaons, etc.

3. The poiiticel situation in regard to our determlnlng of policy in elect-
ions in gensral is relatively clear. In Europe, in the present period, as
notzd in tbe EPD, and our owm perspectives, the emergence of a vanguard of
scma tens of thousands which has brdken with illusions in any section of the
reformist burPaucracy and which, while small in terms of the massgs, is rela-
tively large in relatdon to the vanguard organlsatlons, poses new tactics
compared tc the 1950s and early 1960s. To wim over this vanguard is the
chief task todey in crganising the forces prepared to fight for the historic
progremce ¢f the working class. Furthermor-- as by definition as a vanguard,
this layer Yakes up the struggle for the most crucial questions of the day
confronting the working class, the organising of these forces is one of the
waye of fiphting eround the chief issues of the class struggle today. The
needs of the class struggle and the necessity to organise this vanguard
fully coveteil., As intervention in slections is one of the methods of organ-
ising tihis vanguard, the emergence of such a force is charateristic which
leads in. the direction of revolutionaries in this period in Europe under-
taking an irdepemdent electoral 1ntervent10n.

The ccming elebtlon and our. llne.

4. In order tc determine our pesition in this specific election dan Britain,
however, it is necessery to . go beyond the general characteristics of the
period to the concrete sitiation in this present phase of tbe class struggle.
The central issue at.this elsection, and in contmast to for sxample Italy and
Spain, will not be deminated by a reveolutionary situation or the llkely
short-term de/elurment of one. The central dividing line of action in the
calss struggle today is not between those who stand for revolution and those
who oppose it. Tc make our intervention in the election on the basis of draw-
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ing whe lir» between revolutionaries and non-revoluticnaries would be an

4xamp4 of lLeft,sectarian propagandism. .The central issue of this election
is the aponomlc,'Q001al and. political crisis:of. capitalism, anf the fact
taht, pollcle, ta. attempt to ovenccme this crisis in the interests of the
boqrgemlsle, and at ths expense of the worklng ckass, are being pursued by

©a Labour Govi:, The central d1v1ding line in the class struggle today is be-

tween those who are prepared to oppose this attempt to solve the crisis at
the expensa of the working class and those _who oppose this policy. :pec1f~

Acelly revalutiobary. propaganda. an sov1et power,. the necessity of the vio-

lent overthrow of. cqpltallsm, gtc, is, as always, a task of our propaganda
in ths E&GCtan but’ it cannot be its. central axis.
5. The. tlements. which the IMG. analyses .as_the most decisive and deflnlng
ones. of the Dresant sitaution, and. tha answers it gives to these issues,
are encapsulated. in cur action programme. W1th;n this framework, however,
attentlom must . be. drawn to .two points. Firstly, a programme consists not
of. danﬂdS on . paper but a pFOJBCt of struggle - and the only stuggle which
is effect1ve for any. demand. is that based on the mobilisation of ths massss
in action< Thogerwho really stand for elements of our action programme are
not those who give verbal adherence to it but those who are preapared to.
engage in a struggle for it. This is a decisive criteria at a time when for-
ges in the LP give wverbal adherence td opposition to the govt's policiss but
are not prsmarpd to take.one step in action to fight it. Secondly, of course
while only the 1mplemantat10n of our Full actien programme can provide a re:
=La1 outcome to the cr151s, we of course recognise some elements are the
deci 1ve = thus for example it is p0651ble to take at ‘least certain
sprs in the 1nterests~mF the working class without as yet endorsing the
demand for. gliding scale of wagses but it is not p0581ble to take one serious

stap forward while supportlrg wage. conyrols; variocus forces who do not yst

endorse the demand for sliding scale of piUblic expenditure can and do never-

~.theless wage an. important amd correct struggle, which takes the working

ciass forward against all cuts in public expenditure.

6. It is this cgntral dividing line in the lection whlch definss our relatic
te all candldetes in this electiom. In relation to the polarisation cf the
sccial masses, we stand for-a Labour Govt as against a Tory one. However,

WE 3100 try to’ organlse the maximum forces for the struggle against any suct
governemmt g R .. and for the most effective fight against
tha Tory govarnwe.u5“ wh1xh will almost certainly bs returned at

the next election. The forces which stand for such a struggle, for the reas-
ons outlined, above, are thoss who stand@ for at least the decisive slements
of dur actlon programme. and wha, while they do not necessarily FBJeCt a par-
liamentary rpad to socialism (to ‘demand this would correspond to a view that

the d901s1ve issue in this election is socialist revolution), nevertheless

do.noct rgly on parliament or imtra- bureaucratlc manoeuvres but on act-
iorns C‘F—Yhe wor‘klng Cla-.,aSu b

7. It is among other things the relation a‘ the forcas inside and outside
the Laboux Party to. this decisive task of the day which determines our att-
ituds te whether to run independent candidates. If there were today a broad

opposition ‘within the LP, committing itself to action against the govern-
mant’s policies, then thw way forward would be participation in this oppo-
sition, and a. central axis of waging the struggle within the LP to

overturn the present policies of this governemnt. The central orientaticn
would bhe to fight for socialist alternative policies in Labour with, at the
most and as a subsidiary task, running a few candidates against the most
sxtreme and nptorious rightists and supporters of the governemnt. The realit
however is that today no such sericus force exists. Those forces who have
pursued a consistent and active role in fighting the governemnt's policies
have done .so primarily either independsntly of, or completely outside, the

" organisational framework of the LP, and any serious opp051t10n current

within the LP. Under such .circumstances, the chief task is not the fight
within.the P, but the task to project and organise as clearly as possible
those forces who are prepared to fight consistently - forces which today
are orgaﬁlaatlona_Tf not actlng through the LP. This situation determines



3.

z line whercby the way tou reach and win the meximo gt r of foroes to the
carraect and vital DDSLtlu”S in the class strup;i . hest achicved by

running candidates 1ndependent gf Labour and not 1w ly offering critical

support to Labour.

€. Such independent candldates have must have a lim*ted and sericus goal.

The realidtic task of the ‘period is not that of defeating Labour but of im-

posing a serious set-bdck .on the LP as, the main force competing for united

raction with leftward moving groups of WOFkaS breaking from the line of
- the ‘Labour bursaucracy. Within this framework, the running of independent

candidates will have a positive role both in building a revolitionary org-
anidation and in the central task of the present pericd - ~-Fe task
of creating 'a sErlous class struggle opposition at. the base of the mass
organisations. ' o :

8. The general slogan'lssued by the IMG for the electicn must encapsulate

‘this general: analy31s and its organisational conclusion. The slogan which

would correspond to the view that the most urgent task was to gight within

~the LP for an answer to the crisis would be "Vpte Labour but FWght for soc-

ialist policies” - a position which would also correspond to runnjng no or
énly a handful of candidates. The slogan which would correspond to the view

~-that the.central issue in this election was reform versus revolution, and

the task of revolutionaries was, therefore to polarise the election arcund
this question, would be *For a Labour Govt but vote for a revolutiorary alt-
grnative” - a position entalllnga vote, apart from Labour, for solely the
organlsatlons of the revolutionary left (i.s. not the SLP and inwolving ru-

-nning against all Labour candidetes). Of the slogans advanced to encapsulate

~the analysms outlined above "For a Labour Gévt Lut fight for @ socialist

alternative” is the most oatlsfactory. Such a siogan clearly involves voting
for revolutlonary candidates runnlng against Labour but, unlike the slcgan

- for a TBVOlutlonary alternative’, also can ibclude votlng for candidates

or not running -against candidates who are not revolutionaries but who have
pursued-a policy of fighting the policies of the governemnt.

»Dur position‘on the forces in the election

10.. The attituds of the IMG to all other forces is determined by the consi-
derations outlimed aboue:

-~ (1) Suppceters of the llne‘of the Labour Govt; Support for the Govt will

cf course be the line of the LP in the elction. DBespite all the attacks «of

~tha Labour Govt, the defeat of the LP in the elections would undoubtedly be

a-setback, letting im a viciously abti-working class Tory governemnt, dem-
cralising importamt sections of the working class in the face of this pcre-
snment, and preventing layers of the working class drawing the experience
=f the rele of-the Labour bursaucrats in office. For these reasons, w= “re
for the return of a Labour Govt. We will call for a Labour vote against the
Toriss while, at the same time, in as many places as possible, attempting
to get put forward candidates against the line o the Labour Govt wh v su-
pporters of the policy of that governemnt are standing.

(ii) The organised Labour left and the Communist Party, Even apart trom
their general programmatlc backwardness,, no organised section of the Labcur
left has pursued a serious campaign of resistance tc the policies of the
governemnt. With thHe exception of individuels, the Tribunites have at most,
and not even in all cases, put up purely verbal opposition.“Their ohjective
role has been the left cober of the governemnt. There is no reason whatever
why we shculd not stand or suppnrt candidates.standing against the Tribuni-
tes. The role of the CP has been. in no way qualitatively different from
that of the TRibunites. They have not relied on the mobilisation of the mas-
ses but on the contrary completely subordinated that to parliamentarist
oppositiobal- o illusions and manoeuvres within the bureaucracy.
The CP has withdrawn from even the limited dppesition shown under the last
governemnt in such actions as the strikes against In Place of Strifu, the
lobbies of the TUC, etc. There is no basis elther in oeneral nrogrammatic
considerations or 1mmed1ate needs for giving critical support to cancidatecs

of the CP.
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(iiij iIrdividual Labour leftsy The mest marginal and difficult cace

that of a small number of individual left Lebcur forces whe have vaoc. -
ted between purely bureaucratic manceuvres and supporting or cncoccours o rg
action ageinst the government's policies. These range from forces wt

have simply voted against the gavernment without taking decisive ste. =
outside tris but are nevertheless clearly seen by the wotking class .s
oppositiznal elements (s.g. Thorne), through forces who have undoubte .,
supported such mass actions as have occurred although not necessari., i--
itiating them (Maynard, Knight, Livingstone), to forces whi have op.r .y
advocated mass action against the governemnt's policies (Kelly, Rolerts,
Nicholson, Scargill, ete). In these cases, the problem is whether it s
best for taking forward the calss struggle and exposing these elements ncw
and in the future, as they turn from vacillating allies to oupen strike-
breakers, to run candidates against them now or not to run candidate= tut
make demands on them while urging a vote for them. Such an issue can arly
be decided tactically. At prassent to run candidates against such ele~ents
would not be understandable sven by advanced forces of the workers mcve-
ment and far- from getting our ideas to . most people ‘ . > we would
be able to do this most effectlively by nobt running against them. Ttis po-
sition must be decided individually in sech case howesver and must tLe
reviewed also in the light of events betwesen now and the election.

(iv) The Sillars SLP; The Sillars SLP gssentially falls into the same
category ar the individual Labour -lefts. The Sillars forces have mcre or
less consistently voted against the governemnt on issues such as cuts, un-
employment, etc. They have alsc followed in the wake of mass  actions against
the goverremnts policies . : - although they have

: : initiated none themsslves.: The tactical problem is bow
best to take forward the struggle against the goverment's policies and ex-
pose the role of the Sillarsites. As with individual Labour lefts, at
present the bee$ way is to call for a vote for the Sillarsites, anc not
run candidetes against them while at the same time placing demands on
ther. This must however be looked at ccntinously betwsen now and the elec-
tion in terms of the evolution of the SLP, its relations with the SNPP, etc.
(v) The extreme left: This consists of possible class struggle candidates
in a locality, the organised revolutionary left, the SLP(SF), and the Mil-
itant group. In a few areas, it may be possible to secure the putting fcr-
ward of independent class struggle candidates - forces not nscsssarily re-
volutionary but supporting the most decisive demands of cur action prog-
ramme and with a record of struggle and base in an area or natiocnally. We
should encourage any such possibility and give full backing to any such
candidate. However realistically apart from a-few areas (e.g. Newham if
Prentice is reselected, areas of high fascist influence), it is unlikely
that anything other than one or two such candidates would be put forward.
Instead we will primarily be cohfrented with organised forces of the ext-
reme left. The only other extreme left force than the IMG likely to run
more than one candidate in the .election is the 'IS. It is quite clear that
the IS mecet the criteria outlined above - despite sectarian deviations,
the IS dcoes not at all rely on parliament and has clearly been carrying on
a struggle againét the goverments policies on the decésive issues. We call
for a vote for the IS candidates against those of the LP. Within this fra-
mework, of course, however, we criticise the prigrammatic inadeguacy ¢f the
IS on a number of major questicons, their sectarign grientation to the mas s
organisaticns and the extreme left, cell for their campaign to be organised
in a democratic fashion ard based on the forces engaged in the vargusrd
of the class struggle, etc. (Footnote 1). The SLP(SF) stands on the cecis-

Footnote 1. We should be clear however in the motiva?ion we give for voting
Fer Fhe TIS7in this electizn. The question of our mot}vat?on for vcting for
IS is a separate questior from our genaral characterisation of them as an
organisation. Even if ws concluded that they should be characterised es a
revolutionary organisection, this would not be the motivation for calling
for a vote. To call f-r a vote fer the IS on the srounds that they are ree-
nlutionariee is to m-ke the touchstone of the election for or against ree-
cluticn = an ultr‘a-]f}'{:t deviation.
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ive demands of our action programme and fights f.r them. We clearly call
for a vote for this organisation and urge it to run as many candidates as
possible. Despite its centrist character and absorpticn in Labour infigh-
ting, the Militant current clearly fipghts against the pclicies of the gov-
ernment. In any constituency where a MIlitant supporter was candidatc

(e.g. if Devan were selected in NEwham NE), we are not in favour of :urning
a candidate against them. The only other current which mey run 2 czandidete
is the WSL. Thoenett, for example, would be an excellent calss struggle
candidate and we should urge the WSL to run him - pledging full IMG
support to such a campaign.

The WRFP im the present situation cannot be considered as an organisation
fulfilling the critsria for a vote against Labour. It has engaged in no
serious initiatives against the Labour Govt. Its chief cempaigns are not
those corresponding even remotely to the needs of the working class but
to its sectarian interests and fantasies. Its campaign for the downfall
of the Labour Govt is actually contray to the interests of the working
calss. There is no correct basis for calling in this election for a vote
for the WRP against the LP.

11, The position of the IMG embodying its analysis is to seek to maximise
the number of candidates running on a programme of socialist opposition

to the policies of the Labour Govt. For tactical reasons, these alternat-
ive candidates should evidently be run in seats whose loss could only be
attributed to the demoralising loss of votes created by the Labour Govt
and not to an electoral intervention of working class forces apposed to
the Labour Govt's policies. Apart from this, we only oppose running cand-
idates against a few individual LP forces of the Maynard, Knight, Living-
stone, Kelly/Devan/Naécholson type. We call for a vote for the SLP(Sillars),
the SLP(SF), the IS, the IMG, and other forces of the extreme left against
the LP. We call for a vote for the candidates of the LP against those of
the WRP.



