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Dear Mary Alice,

Thanks for your letter and the good news. I have also received
a full set--up to November--of the IB, DB.

The news from France is good as well as the news that the Congress
will be postponed. I hope there will be time and the chance for an
in-depth discussion. On this, I want to report to you that we are
ggnning to prepare a document with the positions that in general
you already are aware of. In any case, before beginning such a job,
I would like to know if Comrade Hansen has some plans on this--
something like "Argentina, Bolﬁyia: A Balance Sheet"...but for
1977.

Given what your letter did not say, I &l deduce that there
is nothing new at the U.Sec, on Argentina. lowever, I think that this
is too great an error not to bring certain conseaquences with it.

\Jorces
There is a very fluid situation here. l.d(@he Trotskyistg are totally
lack

fracnenteld caned Rz

Eﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁlﬂ.ﬂl in face of it ggxmiskmesmd political presence. I don't
think it is “ﬁnationalist feelirxé/that & me to be convinced
that the llth-W.C. must discuss and deal with what has happened
here and what must be done in the future. The fact that in the
latest meetings and documents of the International as well as on

J
the agenda of the upcoming congress, Argentlnﬁyﬁfsfi?ot appear--
nor do the other countries of Latin Amerlcalf’!'not only a failure
of historic responsibility by the International in view of the
line maintained over the last years. It BB alg;;fgggve all, a
completely incorrect characterization of the political situation of
this country and the prospects and possibilities the ideas of the
Fourth International have here. I won't go on at length about this,
v'-.-'569°u already know that given the pulverization of all shades

of Peronismj the enormous weakening of the bureaucracy and the lack
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fracmeptatfion Pise 3 gt
of mass reformist parties; the éssatismhehign and 4irscre &%mcaz of

Maoism, centrism, and guerrillaism; I think thggiTrotskylgﬁ/ha*"
the concrete possibility before i of becoming a mass workers
party. All the seriousness of what we are suffering now is no
more than the dark side of the formidable possibilities that ob-
Jjectively exist. In summary, I think it is necessary for the World
Congress to discuss a balance sheet that goes beyond all tactical
considerations and WillRB propose the general lines for the coming
period in Argentina. 4}u nwn4pn
When I say that the Trotskyists here are w and lack
a political presence, I am not forgetting sz excluding the PST.
Its activity is nonexistent. Or if it exists; it is ToerckwsxkExs
geExxy something undeveloped that neither the workers nor the other
tendencies can see. It would be erroneous, or at least premature,
to conclude the thé PST no longer exists. However, it would be
equally erroneous to identify the current PST with the PST of 1973~
74. The reports we have add three striking elements to this visible
paralysis--an extremely high level of desertion Ezalts members,

Sector of Huw ) (Ha PST Callo “ imtellecluat, '
an opposition current witiiirfﬁaxﬁgggy we don?*t know how organized

it is or what its political positions are), problems among the
\to
members of theygeadershlp seeaxxdies itself, which have led some

s
members--among them, some of the most important ones--to be\xanc-

tioned. (For example, ¢. has been disqualified for five years

‘m +|"’|(;
from exercising any leadership positions. G. is one of thealik
- members of the PST whom you know.) All this information comes
from a comrade who meets with V., ﬁith whom--at the same time--
we are meeting regularly with the perspective of working together.

“theot as i+t m
| W@eepiw in mind that ¢n the one

hand we cannot know with certainty what is going on inside the PST

’M%LO‘FMW) . ) i
while ~ ; i ur situation is far from being very good,
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we have n-I=:£=II-kn’$ to the idea of asking to join the PST. By

chance I met up with a member of the national leadership. He was
informed in detail of my trip and looked at me as if I had des-
. ) no 1dea of
cended from hell sent by Lucifer himself. He had Rpsbtroapon-
whai’to do with me. rlnallzéﬂial..j. in view of my insistence,
\ h%au .
before talkin~ with me he had to discuss with his leader-
made
ship and we\:-#’two arpointments. He left, surely thinking
about how many dollars I am earnins per month as a secret agent
of the SWI.

Do I have to tell you that I waited in vain for both ap-~
pointments? Up to now that has been their response. And assured-
ly that will continue being the case until political pressure
forces them to change it.

We have decided to continue, although in a restricted way,
4o pat out M.O. He extent Haat-

\‘Bur meager forces make possﬂ)l(_e).w

) et e e i hold oritv

-sum!niii"sor tue “oment we will try to.==mp our few cadres and

activists and to develop some new corpaneros. In addition, it is

rossible that thne discussions wita V. ard his small team will
e

~12L&=ha‘good res#ays, but we don't want to push this hecauvse we
have had some exgeriences. lMoreover we will insist on entering
the P3P as lonz as there is no clearer persyective. /e have agreed
to wori: tozether moving toward the 1llth W.C. and they are also
ccllaborating with us in distributing some documents. By the
way, with B. sheppard's reports that we distributed to some I'CT
companeros and to other coumrades all we did was reproduce the
translation the l.exican comrades sent us, Naturally, any trans-
lation we do in the future we will send send them.

As you see with these plans it is im,ossible for mc to go

there to work for a year. (kven with the irresistible temptation
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of livina on the Lovely Lover .wast .3ide!) But to he serious, it
is not a question of ny not wanting to do it. @k Berond all the
problens i such a decision would imply, there is one decisive
factor—--1 am deeply couvinced of the openings the irpentine
workers movewent will offer in the short run. It will not be a
perio? of harvest but of sowing., and I feel I am needed here for
that taslk and that is why 1 ain staying. We cannot send other
conrades hecause t..o0se who wbuld be able to go must stay here,
I think that durinz the first four montls of the year woulii
ol ek p’ac( . _r
_ 2 events[that will allov us to make eme clearjdecisions.
Tensiens
y are at the brearing point NN 2nd they will have to
bhe resolved. If at last the workers movemnent were to he smashed
and if some one of us were to survive, then he or she should
go into exile. Not now. Along the same lines, if new prospects
open up and we succeed in consolidating a group (inside, outside,
at the side of, or against the PST), we will have to send com-
rades to be educated am cadres and to make use of pour rich ex-
perience. I hope that, after this period of transition, there
will still be some work for us there,
With regard to the trakslation of books, of course 1 keep
spoke abeuly
to what we wapgmmk, (It is not me but another comrade who will
translate., So I hope you are sending me work. By the way,
is the traﬁ@lation into sSpanish of the precon ress discussion
guaranteed? tYerhaps we could hegin by doing that. It is only a

surgestion. You will figure out what is most appropriate.

Iinally, it pleased me very much to learn that there was

no opposition to my request despite the character of mg let er.
be par

As I told you, I am roping for the chance miwx to an

active, ongoing discission of the International through this step.
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To accomplish this I am of course willing to travel if it proves
XEXE necessary or to collaborate in the way that the ITF leader-
ship feels necessary. (f course, the first thing will be to try
to clearly exrlain our positions, to objectively report the ex-
perience undergone here by the International in its different
forms, and to draw some c-nclusions, In addition, desrite our
limited rossihilities, a task we want to acdomrlish is to make
the discussion in the International and the main documents of the
faction known.

For now, everything you can do for us, you are already do-
ing, 1Thanks,

Fourth Internatioralist Greetings,

s/Marcelo



