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To  the  Political  Committee

February   15,1978

Dear  Comrades,

Attached  are  the  minutes   from  the  January  27-29,   1978
United  Secretariat  meeting.   (Pages  i-12,   26.)

Please  note  that  Attachments  A,B  and  C  are  not  included
in  this  packet.     You  have  air.eady  received  these  in  the  packet
of  material  on  Colombia  and  the  Bolshevik  Tendency   (sent  to
National  Committee  members  dated  February  14,1978.)

Attachment  A:I  Page  13:     Letter  to  the  United  Secretariat
from  the  PST  of  Colombia,   dated  January   25,   1978.

Attachment  8:   Page   21:     Appeal   from  Members  of  the  Proletarian
Democracy  Tendency,   dated  January  20,1978.

Attachment  C:   Page   24=     Resolution  on  Fausto  Amador  Adopted
by  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Colombian  PST.

Comradely,

7-A c 4- ' J2-
Natalie



MINUTES   OF   THE   UNITED   SECRETARIAT   MEETING

_±apua_I`y  27-29.1978`

PRESENT:i:i:;is:::;:::?:¥!{::`g:::::;;°83::urE;t!£;i;:;;S;:i:!i,

IEC   PRESENT : Ahnad,   I)undel`,.Fedeli,   Karl,   Mecky,   Petersen,   Sylvain,
Williams

±I±±:SLEEi  a:::3;  8:r:B::;  3:;±€6rElettra.   Ellist  Hassan,  Holden,  lo|.ge,

AGENDA:      i.   Iran
2;   Intel'national  Women's  Day
5.   Wol'ld  Congl`ess  Prepal.ations
4.   Indochina
5,  BI.itain
6.   It,aly
7'   POI.tugal
8.   Colombia
9.   Bureau  Repol`t

Chair.pel`sons:   Statelnan,   Holden,   Pet,el`sen

MorloN  t) Romel`o : to  postpone  the  point  on  Colombia  until
al.iat  meeting  on  the  request  of  the  Colon-

bian  PST  leadel'ship  (for  full  motion,   Se.e`  point  8  of  these
minutes ) .

'
AGREED:   to  postpone  consider.ation  of  the  motion  until  the

last  -da-y----i5li-- the  bnit6d  Secretal.iat  meeting.

|o  Iran
Ahmad  .and  Sahbel.  r

e  presen
eported  on  the  political  situation  in  Iran,

uation  of  II.anian  TI.otskyists  and  the  per-
spectives  for  fuBlon  of  the  two  ol'ganizations  (the  Sattar  Iieague
and  the  Iranian  GI`oup  of  the  Foul`th  International  in  Europe).
Discussion..

MorloN Stateman :
ap

to  concur  with  the  plans  of  the  Iranian
arity  committee  to  discuss  fusion,  and

with  their  I.equest  to  ask  the  Bureau  to  assign  a  United  Secl`e-
tariat  memt>el.  to  work  with  the  parity  committee.

CAREIED

2.   Intel`national  Women's  I)a

writes::Ea=c::::=::: :: :h:rs::i:: :E::r:::i:ni:a:nb:h:e::8::::nt°
of  Mal'ch  8,   Int;ernational  Women's  I)ay,   which  will  be  sent  to  Sec-
tions  for  use  in  their  press  and  will  also  be  pl.inted  in  Inpl.ecol`-
Intercontinental  PI`ess.

of ac?iE:S :::::::fn:nr:B:e::E::t:::n:: :::::n:::o:::
abortion  and  employment.
i3cussion.

coordination
right  to
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5.   Wol`1d  Congress  Preparations
•  A.   Th6I`6se  I`epol`ted   on  pl`ogl`ess   in  writing  a   new  draft  I`eso~

lution  on       e  women's  libel`ation  stl'uggle  for  the  next  World  Con-
gress.  Following  a  meeting  of  the  International  Women's  commission

#±€t¥:p:age:OE::S::  :a::£r¥±±±+: ,a:::::S:a £±]:a , [£#erfg€:3n:±ve
Women's  Commission  meeting  in  Nol`th  America  February  27-28  and
then  will  be  placed  bef ol`e  the  March  31-April  2  meeting  of  the
United  Secretal.iat.   The  dl`aft  will  be  distributed  to  membel`s  of
the  United  Secretariat  pl`ior  to  this  meeting.

on  Eu:;pg±±==± :£P:E:ego::dtB:i:€::::Ls:trL:%:::±¥rtgfer£:£:u£::::
Congl.ess.   The  Bureau  will  send  an  outline  of  a  draft  I`esolution  on
Eul`ope  to  |EC  member.s,   and  will  organize  a  meeting  of  Eul'opean
Political  Bureaus  to  discuss  the  outline.  On  the  basis  of  this  dis-
cussion,  a  dl.aft;  will  be  written.  After  consultation  with  the  Euro-
pean  sections,   the  Bul`eau  will  send  a  letter  notifying  cotnrades  of
the  date  and  location  of  the  meeting  of  European  Political  Bureaus.

Comrades  Waiter  and  Celso  have  begun  work  on  an  outline  of
the  Wol.ld  Political  Resolution.

tiona3. I:i::::a:eE::::gs::ns::::::i:oi:::B;:ncerning the  Interna-
1.  Procedures  for.  submissions  to  the  Ill)8.
In  1976  the  Unit,ed  Secl.etal`iat  adopted  a  set  of  gu.idelines

for.  dividing  the  space  in  the  IIDB.  This  col'I'esponded  to  a  situa-
tion  in  which  the  International  was  divided  into  two  major  forma-
tions  (IMT  and  IjTF),   and  most  of  the  discussion  contl.ibutions  were
coming  fl.om  the  two  formations.   These  guidelines  obviously  do  not
apply  any  longer,  since  the  majority  of  the  Inter.national  is  not
in  any  tendency  at  the  present  time.  Thus',  we  I.eturn  to  the  normal
procedul`es  f or  submissions  to  the  IIDB  with  no  special  division
of  pages.  Contributions  to  the  IIDB  ere  normally  submitted  to  the
Uhited  Secl`etariat  for  its  appl`oval  by  leaderships  of  sections  ol'
sympathizing  organizations,  by  membel's  of  the  International  Execu-
tive  Committee,   or  by  international  tendencies.   In  the  case  of  con-
tl`ibutions  fl`om  findividual  comrades,  these  sbould  be  submitted  fil`st
to  the  leader.ship  of  the  section  ol`  sympathizing  organization  of
which  they  are  a  member..   The  national  leadership  should  considel`
whether  the  contribution  in  question+belongs  in  the  international
discussion  bulletin,   or  whether  it  would  be  more  appropriate  to
publish  it  in  the  intel`nal  bulletin  of  the  section  (which  al.e  nor-
mally  cil.culated  intel`nationally  as  well).  The  national  leadership
should  make  a  recommendation  to  the  United  Secretal`iat  along  these
lines,  which  the  United  Secl`etariat  can  take  into  account  in  making
a  decision  on  the  contl`ibution.

?.Suggestedpl.igl`it_i_Qs___fLQr___4__i_scus__si_op___c=o_n_t_rib_uL±i_gp_s__.
It  was  agl`eed  at  the  December   15-14,   1977,   meeting  of  the

United  Secreta'riat'  that  t,he  agenda  of  the  next  World  Congl`ess
should  be  I`estricted  to  at  most  four  or  five  points,   in  ol`der  to
hold  the  congl`ess  I`elatively  quickly.   It  appeal`s  clear  now  that
the  I`esolutions  on  women's  liberation,   the  wol`1d  political  situa-
tion  and  Europe  will  be  pl`epal`ed  early  enough  to  be  placed  on  thc-
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Wol`ld  Congress  agenda   for  a  vote.   Thel.efol`e  these  points   should  bci
pl`iol`ities  for  contl.ibutions  to  the   Ill)a   (although,   of  coul`se,
discussion  remains  open  on  all  the  points  that  have  been  proposed

±::tt§:±¥::Lse8::i:£::ta:::%:ig;:umerated  in  the  motion  f|.om  the
Discussion.

.?_.__SP_9__n±_gh_-1_ang_T_gg?___di_gcussio_p_____i±1=1iifl...
Until  now,   the  Spanish-language  bulletin  has  been  published

in  a  decentl`alized  and  haphazard  manner.
MOTION:   That  the  Bul`eau   t;ake   I`esponsibility  fol`   assul.ing  the

publica  ion  and  distl`ibution  of  the  IIDB  in  Spanish,   in  collabora-
tion  with  the  Spanish-speaking'  sections.

CARRIED

4.   Indochina
Roman  introduced  a  discussion  on  the  statement  by  the  Bureau

on  tharratnam-Cambodia  coiiflict ,   pu`blished  iL'i  the  Janual.y  20.
1978,   issue   of  the  FI`ench-language

(no.   20).tinental  I]I`ess
Disciission.

edition  of  In recol`-Intercon-

5.  BI.itain

Marxi3E:::;:::g ::::::::go:h:h;og:::P:::i::sf :f  :::I:::::::t::n::v-
olutional`y  Mar.xists  in  Britain.

\

scussion.

6.  Pol.tugal

prosp:::g:f::p3:::gnoge:::e:u:E:nkEo:::i=:  #:uation and  the
Romero  made  additional  report  on  fusion  prospects.. - = _ i_ __ I T I I

fus±o=g=3g%±:a¥¥  :3=g:;r:::Z  Efeb:The:#ew£5±ea::st£:in;£E:s  on  the
AGREED:   to  I.efer  this  question  to  the  Bureau.

7.  Italy

tl=:jiEil£c.£EC5rEfaE#±I±:  E€:i,i.:.n ), a,n.a_D|=+.ng.R| I.epol.ted  on
Fedeli

betwe
and  Dario

Discussion.

I`epol`ted  on  prospects  for  fusion
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8.   Colombia
MOTION   b

the   1`
Romero:    In  view   of

January  27-29,   1978

the  fact  that  sever.al  weeks  ago
e  Colombian  PST  asked  that   tile  discussion  ori

Colombia  be  postponed  until  the  next  United  Secl`etal`iat  meeting,
since  already-plarmed  activities  I.egarding  the  electolial  cam.paign
made  it  impossible  for  them  to  send  representatives  of  their  lead-
ersbifnt€±:£eofa£#:r¥a8%e=i:%:   for  the  above~mentioned  I`easons ,

the  representative  of  the  Argentine  PST  asked  one  week  ago  to  post-
pone  the  discussion  on  Colombia'  in  order  that  the  Colombian  PST
conl`ades  cou.ld participate  in' it;

The  United  Secl'etariat  decides  to  postpone  the  discussion  on
Colombia  to  its  in.ext  meeting.    '

Lette:±;+ELET£]£3E£ZrE:5±=€±±£a::3::c::gut:h:e:=.age::a:±ngfo€h:wo
Colombian  PST  and  another  from  the  PI`oletarian  Democl`acy  Tendency
of  the  PST,  which  explain  the  importance  of  lnaiiitaining  the  point
on  Colombia   on  the  agenda.

MOTION  BY   PETERSEN  CARRIEDtJ  = _  -_..  . _. LIT --= I .--.-  I.-I ----------.---.

Letter  fl`om  PST(C)   leader.ship  read   (see  Attachment.  A).   Appeal   fl`om
Proletarian  Democl`acy  Tendency  read   (see  Att;achmeiit  8).

Statement  b Romero
of  the 0

Despite   the  request  made  by  the   comrades
post;pone  discussion  on  Colombia  until  the

next  meeting  in  order  that  they  could  participate  in  it,  the  United
Secretariat  Bul.eau  decided  to  include  Colombia  on  the  agenda.   The

I:itfg ::::e:::::i  ::io:,i|:! !::  3::i5:ie::efat:eapE:gg:::i5nm:::in
which  the  most  interested  parties   (or,  as  it  wel`e  the  pl`incipal
indictees)  will  be  purposely  excluded.   This  decisioii,   which  vio-
lates  the   elementary  I`ights   of  the  Colombian  par.ty  a=id  leadel`ship

=:k:::rf:::h::a:i:;sag:±€:.:  ±±::e::S ::i::Sg::p:::a ' a::i::¥e%h:t
g:::mE:::  :?:in:€etE:i::1:::ESE:gd::c¥ieaE:g::t:E:  fiEa:rJ3ng:g::3e
Moreno  himself .   It  is  also  a  decision  which  breaks  with  the  prac-
tice  of  the  United  Secretariat,  which  often  postpories  for  months
discussions  and  decisions  as  impol'tant  ol`  even  more  impol`tant  than
this  one.  For  instance,   to  give  only  some  examples,   the  discussion
on  the  character  of  the  famous  document  entitled  "The  Red  Book"
("EI  Tlibro  Rojo")  written  by  the  PRT  Combatiente,   as  well  as   on
the  break  of  this  organization  from  the  Fourth  International®  Mol`e
I.ecently,   discussions  have  not  been  cal`I`ied  out  with  the  same  speed
on  the  case  of  Fausto  Amadol..   The  attitude  taken  by  the  United
Secretariat  major.ity  is  det`ermined  solely  by  the  factional  intel`ests
of  the  unpl`incipled  bloc  which  is  att;empting  to  obstruct  the  fight;
in  which  the  comrades  of  the  Colombian  PST  are   engaged,   the  fight
for  a  real  Iieninist  combat  party  and,  more  genel.ally,   the  fight  of
oul`  tendency  to  defendatruly  Bolshevik  policy,   par.ty  I`egime,   and
mol`ality.inside  the  Intel`national.   This  profoundly  anti-democl`atic
decision  deepens  the  action  initiated  by  comrades  Jean  Piel`re  and
Hansen  in  their  intervention  in  the  PST  Central  Coinmittee  meeting;
in  this  way,   it  opens  a  new  and  serious  situation  in  the  Intel`na-
tional  to  which  my  party  and  the  Bolshevik  Tendency  will  not  fail
to  respond.

These  considel`ations  have  led  me   to  decide  to  refl`ain  from
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from  intel'vening  (and  fl`om  pal`ticipating  in  any  kiiid  of  vote)  on
the   item  on  Colombia,   to  ask  that  my  declaration  be  added  t;o  the
minut;es,   and,   as  a  member  of  the  United  Secretariat,   the  leadership
of  the  Argentine  I>ST  and  the  Bolshevik  Tendency,   to  denounce  the
al`bitl`al`y  nature  of  the  decision  taken  by  the  new  majol`ity  of  the
United  Secretariat, .which  I  do  not  consider  valid.

bycol±:E§m£±:ibgtDturh:tu:¥Se§ts::::#-a.I
In  light  of  the  I`epol.t  made
iat  meeting  held  at  the  end

of  October.,   the  United  Secl`e'tariat  Bureau  asked  coml`ades  Riel,
Pepo,       and  Enl`iQue  to  attend  in  the  capacity  of  observers  the  meet-
ing  of  the  Colombian  PST  Centl`al  Commi.ttee,   held  December  9-12,1978.

i.  The  United  Secl'etariat  Bureau,  through  a  letter  and  tele-
pbone  calls,   immediately  informed  the  leadership  of  the  Colombian
PST  that  this  delegation  would  be  sent.  The  leader.ship  did  not  have
any  objections.   The  Bul.eau  asked  the  delegation  to  make  a  I.eport  to
the  next  meeting  of  the  Unit.ed  Secretariat.  At  the  end  of  the  CC
meeting,   the  delegation  made  it  known  to  the  meeting  .that  a  point
on  the  internal  situation  in  the  PST  would  be  placed  on  the  agenda
of  t;he  United  Secretariat  meeting  of  Janual`y  27-29,   and  not  the
meeting  scheduled  for  Decembel'  `17-18.

2.   In  a.letter  dat;ed  Janual`y  5,   1978,   sent  to  the  leader.ship

:ig::omfb!:,wg3;dug:t3!ag:3r:Ea:i:tag::33uo:o¥h:I;:!u::;tu:i:e3oint
Sect.etariat  meeting.   In  another  letter  dated  January  17,  the  Bul`eau
explicitly  invited  the   leadel`ship  to  par.ticipate  in this  United
Secl'etaiiat  meeting.``. In  ol.d`er  to  ensul`e  that  this  invitation  would
I.each  the  leader.ship,   on  Janual`y  18  Comrade  Sylvaln  spoke  on  the
telephone  wit;h  Camilo  Gonzalez,  political  secretary  of  the  PST-a,
in  order  to.repeat.this  invitation.  In  anotber  telephone  call  on
Janual.y  20,   Comrade  Sylvain  informed  Coml.ade  Gonzalez  that  the  point
on  the  internal  situation  in  the  PST  would  be  on  the  agenda.

to re3;I:h:: , ti:in:::eL:r;i%:ite:oE:ere::fi:His::1:::n:e::i::n::::;
step  was .taken  in.ol`del.  to  inform .the  leadership  ®f  the  Psg  of  all
procedul.es  and  in  order  to  ensure  the  presence  of  a  repl.esentative
of  this  leadership.  Finally,  the  United  Secretariat  received  an
appeal  from  seven  membel's  of  the.PST  Centl.al  Committee,   alo.ng  with
a  list  of  more  than  300  memb6I`s  and  candidates  who  had  been  "sep-
al`ated  fr6m  the  party"  for  having  demanded  the  right  to  f ol.in  a
tendency  or  for  calling  for  a  special  convention  of  the  PST.  These
disciplinal`y  actions  were  a  violation  of  the  statutes  of  the  PST
and  those  of  the  Fourth  Inter.na.tional.

All  this  not  only  justified,  but  made  it  necessary  to  place  the
point`  on  the  situation  in  the  Colombian  PST  `on  the  agenda  `of  this
United  Secl.etariat.

Eif|  repol`ted  on  developments  in  th.e  Colombian  PST.
Discussion.

MOTION   b Riel : to  adopt  the  f ollowing  I`esolution  on  the
lan  PST:

A  comlnunication  dated  January  20,   1978,   was  I`eceived  by  the
United  Secl`etariat  from  leading  members  of  the  Partido  Socialista
de   los  Trabajadores   (PST)   of  Colombia  who  fol`med  the  Holetarian
Democracy  Tendency.   The  communication  appeals  the   disciplinary
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garder  les  dl`oits  de  la
minol`it6  de  dolt  pas  6tr
position  minol`itail`e. "

inol.its

January  27-29,   197.8

measures   consisting  of  both  temporary  and  pel`maneiit  expulsions
(suspensions,   "sepal`at-ion  fl`om  the  party,"   etc..)   taken  against;   them
by  the  majority  of  the  Central  Committee  essentially  for  having
called  for  the  f ol`mation  of  a  tendency  and  for  having  demanded  a
special  convention  to  consider  what  to  do  about  the  cl`isis  that
threatened  to  split  the  party.

After  hearing  the  reports  of  the   comrades  degigliated  by  the
United  Secretariat  to  attend  the  Centl.al  Committee  and  help  the  plio-
cess  of  unification  in  Colombia,   after  studying  the  documentation,
and  aftel`  discussing  the  crisis  in  the  PST  and  its  ramifications,
the  United  Secretariat  I.eached  the  following  conclusions:

denci:;  =£dt±::€i8:§:S€£:  £:i:::€;b::  ±£6L56±€±a±98ZamE€€:=n8ft€£-;
PST  violated  the  pl.ovisions  in  the  statute.s  o±.  the  Foul'th  Interna-
tional  upholding  intel`nal  democracy.

''EI  CC  no  autoriza  la  formacion de  la  tendencia  democracia
pl`oletaria  ni  ninguna  otra  tendencia  o  fraccion  antes  del•  pl`oximo  pel`iodo  precongreso  despu6s  de  las   elecciones
`presidenciales  de   1978."

("The  CC  does  not  autho`rize  the  formation  of  the  Prole-
tar.lan  Democracy  Tendency  or  any  other  tendency  or  faction

::::::o=:leo:e¥87g::5°ngress  Period  af ter  the  pliesidentiai
The  statutes  read  as  follows  on  this  point:   (Section  VII,  point  29,
letter  g)

"g)   les  decisions  sont  acquises  par  vote  a  la  majol`it6.  Les

::::::?6fia:gnEe:b:ig:::tg:agE:i!:e:r:::  :!:::i::Sag:go::-se
constituer  en  tendances  ou  frac.tions  sup  la  base  d'une
plate-forme  6tablie  et  de  jouir  de  droits  d6mocratiques
tels , que :
-  pl`esenter  leurs  positions  aux  membl`es  de  leurs  sections

nationale§  pendant  la  p6I`.lode  de  discussion  pr6pal.atoire
au¥  congres  nationaur;

-pl`esenter  leurs  positions  aux  membres  de  1'Internationale
au  moyen  du  Bulletin  int6I`ieur  pendant  la  p6I.lode  de  dis-
cussion  ant6I.ieul.e  au  Congl.6s;- i¥:!:;::i:e::;:q:;;;:i;:c::::;i::i::::::;:::t:g::i:i::;-

a  droit  de  repl`esentation  dams  un  ol`g&nisme  dirigeant  ni

i:;i:i;;:;;i:i:;::-:;i:i:i:;:::::i::i::;i:I;:::i!;1i:;;:i;e
•',,t  ceci  signifie  qu'une

p6nalis e  parce  qu'elle  a  une

(This  refers  to  the  I`ight  t;o  f orm  tendencies  alid  factions  and  not
the  fol`m  of  the  debate,   which  I`emains  the  I`esponsibility  of  the
leadership. )

It  should  be  obsel'ved  that  the  majority  of  the  Centl`al  Commit-
tee  of  the  PST  compounded  their  violation  of  the   statutes  of  the
Fourth  International  by  banning.  only  one  t;-endency,   the  one  formed
by  comrades  critical  of  the  practices  of  the  majority  of  the  Central
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Committee.   For   themselves,   the   tnajol`it.y  of   the   Cei.itral  Committ;ee   use
a  formation  of  their  own,   the  Bolshevik  Tendency,   to  promulgate
their  views.

2.   In  rejecting  the  call  of  the  Proletarian  Democracy  Tendency
for  a   special  convention,   the  majol`ity  of  the  Centl`al  Committee  also
violated  the  pl'ovisions  of  the  statutes  of  the  Pal`tido  Socialista  de
los  TI.abajadores.   The  statutes  read  as  follows  on  this  point:

"EI  Congl`eso  Especial  del  Partido  podra  citarse  en  qualquiel`
moriento  poll  un  tercio   (1/3)  de  la  militancia  o  de  las  ce-
1ulas  de  base,   pol`  un  tel`cio  del  Comite  Centl'al   (i/5),   o  pol`
la  mayol`ia  del  Comite  Ejecutivo.   El   lapso  entre.  su  citacion
y  el  momento  de   su  realizacion  no  puede   ser  memos   de   un  (1)
mes . "

("A  special  convention  of  the  par.ty  can  be  called  at  ;ny
time  by  one-thil.d  (i/3)   of  the  I`ank-and-file  membel`s  or

:e::g6r::yo::-:::rsx::u#:ecg:::c::tg::mi::e:af lf:t*e::  :Xe
call  and  the  time  of  it;s  realization  cannot  be  less  than
one   (i)   month.")

This  provision  of  the  statutes  has  been  met.
Citing  association  with  the  call  for.. a  special  convention  and

adhel.ence  to  the  PI`oletarian  Democracy  Tendency  as  gI`ounds  f or  ex-
pulsion  (other  gI`ounds  wel`e  also  cited  --all  of  them  of  a  flimsy
ol`  dubious  nature),   the  major.ity  of  the  Centl`al  Coinnittee   launched
a  pul.ge  that  `may  well  involve  a  majority  of  the  I`anks  of  the  party.

The  violation  of  inter.nal  democracy  committ6d  by  the  major.ity
of  the  Central  Committee  has  done  sel`ious  damage  to  the  PST  and   .
thl`eatens  to  lead  to  still  worse  consequences.          `

heavyTg:o;s:3?:::i3::s:ieg::::d:a:3:3::; ::E£::ztf:o:n:::ep::e:?:r:I
campaign  of  the  PST  and  the  Unidad  Obrel'a  y  Socialista.   News   of  the

:¥:±:£gna  ::r¥:=r:€eb3o:=Ee:::dfc:£::i:  ::3±dtg  €L=o3g±:3£tc3±o€E:a ,
enemies  of  TI'otskyism.

The  purge  of  the  party,   involving  hundreds  of  membel`s;  provided
fresh  bits  of  scandal  for  the  use  of  ene`mies  of  TI`otskyism.

The  antidenocl.atic  actions  of  the  major.itv  of  the  Central  Com-

:itg::a:!!aufof::::z:3r::e::et?s!h:n:nif:c:!::Ilo::u::gt:kx:::1::roes
cional`ia)  and  greatly `1essened  the  att.I.activeness  of  the  TI`otskyist
movement'  as   a  whole   among  the   left.   The   o.1d  utyth  about  Trotskyism
being  the  same  thing  as  Stalinism  was  given  fl`esh  curl`enc.y.

Wol`St  of  all  has  been  the  effect  on  the  party  of  the  course
followed  b,y  the  majol`ity  of  the  Centl`al  .Committee.   Their.  aritidemo-
CI`atic  pl.ocedures  have   led  to   the  destruction  of  cadl.es  and  now
threaten  to  shattel`  the  PST.

The  C'entral  C.o:mmittee  acts  under.  the  control  of  the  top  leadel`-
Ship  of  the  Bolshevik  Tendency,   which  intervenes  d.il`ectly.  in  the
decision-making  process.   Thus,   the  top  leadersh.ip  of`  this  interna-
tional  faction  bears  I`esponsibility  for.  the  acute  crisis.  of  the
I?,olombian  PST.

Ih  view  of  the  above  facts  andthe  I`efusal  of  the  majol`ity  of''-,'  CC  to  abide  by  the  statutes,   the   United  Secretal`iat;  recognizes
e  validity  of  the  appeal  of the  PI`oletarian  Democl`acy  I endency.



|The   positions   taken  by  this   tcJrderi`_.,y,   it   should   be   added,   are   in
ziccol`dance  with  the  principles   ol.  the  Fourth  Intel'IiatioilalL   Ibis  is
clearly  shown  by  the   tenderlcy's   pl'ogramuiaL-ic   declal`ations   and  course
of  action,

The   United  Secret;al`iat  stl`ongly  urges  the
tral  Committee  to  end  its  violations  of  the

-  pl`6sental.  1eurs

ity  of  the  Gen-
s   of  the  Fourt;h

Intel`national  and  the  PST  by  withdrawing  the  disciplinal`y  measul.es
taken  against  members  of  the  Proletarian  Democracy  Tendency,   restor-
ing  them  forthwith  to  their  positions  in  the  pal`ty,   and  holding  the
special  convention  called  foil  by  mol`e  than  one~thil`d  of  the  member-
ship  of  the  PST.

{tl`anslation)                                        .
Un  comunicado  fechado   el  20  de  enero  de   1977,   rue  recibido  pop

el  Sect.etariado  Unif icado  de  parte  de  ciertos  miembl`os  de  dil`eccion
del  Partido  .Socialista  de   los  TI`abajadol`es   (PST)   de  Colombia,   quienes
formaban  parte  de   la  Tendencia  Democracia  Proletal`ia.   El  comunicado
hace  un  llamado  a  la  medidas  disciplinarias  consistentes  tanto  en
expulsiones  pel`manentes   como  temporales   (suspensiones,   "sepal`acion
del  pal`tido",   etc.)   tomadas   en  cont;I`a  de  ellos   par   la  mayoria  del
Comite  Central,   esencialmente  por  haber  llaunado  a   la  formacion  de
una  tendencia  y  pop  haber  pedida  una  convelicion  especial  para  con-
sideral'  que  hacer  en  relacion  a  la  cl`isis  que  amenazaba  con  escindir
al  pal`tido.

Despues   de   escuchar   el  I'epol`te  .de   los   comaradas   designados   pol.
el  Secl`etal`iado  Unificado  pal`a  asistir  al  Couiite  Central  y  ayudar  al
proceso  de  unificacion  en  Colombia,   despues  de  estudiar  la  documen-
tacion,  y  despues  de  discutir  la  cl`isis  en  el  .PST  y  sus  ramiflca-
ciones,   el  Secretariado   Unificado  llego  alas   siguientes  conclusiones:

i.   En  la  decision  t;omada  el   10,11,   y   12  de   dicielnbl`e,   donde   sc
prohiben  las  tendencias  y  facciones,   la   mayoria  del  Comite  Centl`al
violo  las  especificaciones  de  log  cstatutos  de  la  Cual`ta  Interna-
cional   que  fundamentan  la  democracia   ii-itel`na.

''EI  CC  no  autoriza   la  f ormacion  de   la  tendencia  democracia
proletaria  ni  ninguna  otra  tendencia  o  fraccion  antes  del
pl`oximo  periodo  precongl`eso  despues  de   las   elecciones
pl`esidenciales  de   1978".

Los  estatutos  de  la  Cuarta  Internacional  especif ican  lo  siguiente
sobre  este  punto:   (Seccion  VII,   29,   g)

"g)  I,es  d6cisions   sont  acquises  par  vote  a  la  majol`it6.   Ijes

::::::?6fia:gnf e:bfig6::tg:a3E:i!:e:I:::  :!:::;:::ag:go::-se
constituer  en  tendances  ou  fl`actions   sup  la  base  d'une  plate-
forme  6tablie  et  de   jouir  de  dl`oits  d6mocratiques  tels  que   :
-  pr6sent;el`   leul`s  positions  aux  membres  de  leurs   sections

nationale:  pendant   la  p6riode  de  d`iscussioii  pr6pal`atoire
aux  congl`es  nationaux;

au  moye.rl  du  Bul
cussion-  6tre  repr

ositions  aux  membl`es  de  l'Intel.nationale
tin  int6I'ieur  pendant  la  p6I`iode  de  dis-\ure   au  Congl`5s;

es   dams   les   ol`gapigmes  dil`igeants  en  consi-

g:r3!:::fs:  5:=q::p:::::c:i,a:::t`!:u:ie3e?2::t:g:::eg::c?
a  dl`oit  de  I`epregent;ation  d.ans  un  organisme  dirigeant  ni

i:,a:a¥r:5:er:E;::::€::i:Iep:gg:::i3lal:e5:€r:e:ag::::::i:.
et  cela  implique   le  droit   de   la  majol`it6  de  s'assul`el'  une



majorit6   o
Mais   c'est
les  droits  de  la
ne  dolt  pas   6t;re
minoritaire " ®

|e
I-|oJ:.it
nalis

udllLlul.}    c=/-c±9,     l`//C}

lil  existe  de  vives  divergences.
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e  parce  qutelle  a  une  position

(Esto  se  refiera  al  derecho  de  formal`  teridencias   o  facciones,   y  no
a  la  forna  del  debate,   la  cual  sigue  siendo  una  responsabilidad  de
la  direccion. )

Debe   obse.rvarse   que   la  Tnayoria  del  Comite  Centl`al  del  PST  rue
mas  lejos  en  su  violacion  de  log  estatutos  de  la  Cual`ta  Intel`na-
cional  al  proscribil'  solamente  a  una  tendencia,   la  for.mada  pop   los
camaradas  criticos  a  las  practicas  de  la  mayoria  del  Colnite  Centl`al.
En  cuanto  a   ellos  mismos,1a  []iayoria  del  Cornite  Central  utiliza  una
fol`macion  propia,   la  Tendencia.  Bolchevique,   papa  promulgal`   sus
puntos  de  vis`ta.

•2.   Al  rechazar   el   llamado  de   la  Tendencia  Democracia  PI`oletal`ia
para  una  convencion  especial,   la  mayoria  del  Comite  Central  tambien
violo  las  previsiones  de  los  estatutos  del  Partido  Socialista  de  lofj
TI`abajadol'es.   Los   estatutos  especifican  lo  sic:uiente  en  este  punto:

"El  congreso  especial  del  Partido  podra  citarse  en  cualquier
momento  por  un  tel`cio   (i/5)   de   la  militaricia  o  de   las  ce-
lulas  de  base,   por  un  tercio   (i/3)  dcl  Comite  Centl`al,   o
pori  la  mayoria  del   Cc>mit;e  Ejecutivo.   El   lapso  entre   su  ci-

::C=:n(I)::e::Tento`  de   Su  I`calizacion  no  puede   ser  menos
Este  requisito  de  los  estatutos  fue  cumplido.
Al  citar  la  asociacion  con  el   llamado  papa  rna  convencion  es-

pecial  y  la  adherencia  a  la  Teridencia  Democracia  PI`oletal`ia  como
fundamentos  papa  expulsar  (otros  elementos  fueron  Qitados  --  todos
de  naturaleza  fragil  o  dudosa),   la  mayol`ia  del  CoTuite  Centl.al  lanzo
una  purga  que  puede  my  bien  implicar  a  una  [uayol`ia  de  las  f,ilas  del
partido.

Las  violaciones  a  la  democracia  interna  cometidas  por  la  mayo-
ria  del  Comite  Centl`al  ham  provocado   un  sel`io  dafio  al  Pal`tido  So-
cialists  de  los  Trabajadores  y  ellas  amenazan  con  lleval'nos  aun  a
peores  consecuencias.

Ija   "separacion"   de   la   camal`ada  Socol`.Ilo  Ram±rez  del  Pst  fue   un
golpe  fuerta  a  su  candidatul`a  pl`esidencial  y  para  el  conjunto  de  la
campafia  electoral  del  PST  y  de  la  Unidad  Obl.era  y  SQcialista.   Las
noticias  sobl`e  la  expulsion,   como  era  de  esperarse,   se  extendieron
I`apidamente  pop  todo  Colombia,   creando  uri  escandalo  politico  de
pl.imer  ol'den,   par.a   el  gI`an  placel`  de   los   enemigos  del  trotskismo.

Ija  purga  del  partido,que   invQlucra  a  cient;os  de  miembros,   pro-
Veyo  un  material  nuevo  de   escandalo  para  el  uso  de  los  enemigos  del
tl`ot ski smo ®

Las  acciones  antidemocraticas  de  la  I.Layoria  del  Conite  Central
levantan  nuevas  bal`I`eras  papa.`1a  unificacion  de  las  fuerzas  trotski-
Stas   en  Colombia   (organizadas   en  el  PST  y  la  I,iga  Comunista  Revolu-
cional`ia)  y  ham  lesionado  gravemente  la  fuerza  de  atraccion  del
movimiento  trotskista  como  un  todQ  entl`e  la  izquiel`da.   El  viejo
!nito,   en  tor.no  al  tl'otskismo  considerado  como  also   similal`  al  Sta-
linismo,   I`ecibio  un  nuevo  aliento.

Ijo  peor  de  todo  ha  sido  el  efecto  sobl`e  el  partido,del  curso
tiguido  por  la  mayoria  del  Oomite  Centl.al.   Sus  procedimientos  anti-

<-'rriocl`aticos  han  conducido   a   la  destruccion  de   cuadros  y  ahol`a   amena-
ir`L   con  destrozar   al  PST.
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E1.Comite  Centl`al  actua  bajo  en  control  de  la  alta  direccion  de
la  tendencia  bolchevique,   quien  interviene  diractamente,   en  su  pro-
ceso  de  toma  de  decisiones.   Asi,   1a  dil`eccion  de  esta  fraccion  in-
ternacional  cal`ga  con  la  responsabilidad  de  la  aguda  cl.isis  del  PST
colombiano.

En  vis.ta  de  los  hechos  al`riba  mencionados,   y  .del  rechazo  de  la
mayol`ia  del  CC  de  apegol`se  a  los  estatutos,   el  Secretariado  Unifi-
cado  I.econoce   la  validez   del  llamado  de   la  Tendencia  Democracia  PI.o-
letaria.  Las  posiciones  de  esta  tendencia,  hay  que  anadil.,  van  de
acuel`do  con  log  principios  de  la  Cuarta  Internacional.  Esto  se  de-
muestra  claramente  con  lag  declal`aciones  programaticas  y  el  rumbo
de  accion  de  la  tendencia.

EI  Secl`etal.iado  Unif icado  urge  fuertemente  a  la  mayoria  del
Comite  Central  de  poner  fin  a  SUS  violaciones  de  log  est.atutos  de  la
Cu&I`ta  Internacional  y  del  PST,  I.etirando  las  medidas  disciplinarias
tomadas  en  contra  de  log  miembros  de  la  Tendencia  Democracia  PI`ole-
taria,  reinstalandolos  inmediatame.nte  a  sus. p6siciones  en  e|  partido,
y  I.ealizando  una  convencion  especial  convocada  pop  mag  de  un  tel.cio
de   la  membl`esia  del  PST.

Vote   on  the   above  motion:
For :  22 (§§§iii:i:§§:i;:;:£i:§ifi;i;i::i:io€:i§i:;:et '

Against :
Abstaining:
Not  voting:

Statement  b Mar.line:   I
On  the

agree  with  the  I`esolution  proposed  by
cl.isis  in  the  Colombian  PST.  But  I

stl.ess  that:
i)  the  question  of  the  relation  and  articulation  between  the

statutues  of  the  International  and' tho
be  spelled  out  clearly  and  made  the  ob
cratic  centralism  in  the  fl.amewol.k  of
C ongl.e s s ;

e  of  national  sections  must
ect  of  a  discussion  on  demo-
he  preparation  for  the  World

2)  this  discussion  must  enable  us  to  differentiate  between
factions  and  tendencies:   a  resolution  adopted  by  the  French  Central
Committee  has  defined  the  IjcR's  position  on  this  question.

=E:tg:i:=dpE:::e::I::: :=e::::c±¥°:::dog f the
MOTION   b

the
Riel

gI`ave   Cr at
many  consequences  that  it  has  already  had,  particularly  in  Colombia.

1.  The  United  Secl`etal'iat  reaffirms  the  pl`inciple  of  the  neces.u
sary  5eparation`between  any  autonomous  comnerclal  enter.prise  and
the  political  organization.

2.  The  United  Secl`etariat  specifies  that,   on  the  basis  of  this
tl`aditional  critel`i.on,  Editorial  Pluma,  which  is  a  stl`ictly  autono-
mous  commercial  enter.prise,   has  never  been  dependent  on  any .body .of
the  Fourth  International  nol`  is  it  linked  to  it  in  any  way  whatso-
ever.   Mol`eovel`,   no  organism  of  the  Fourth  International  has  ever
discussed  or  been  consulted  on  the  activities  of  Pluma.
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5.  As  a  I`esult,   the  name  and  the  authol`ity  of  the  Fourth  Inter-
national  or  any  of  its  bodies  calmot  be  invoked  or  used  in  I.elation
to  the  present` crisis  of  Pluma`  and  its  implications  on  all  levels.

.(translation)
EI  Secl`etal`iado  Unificado,   informado  de   la  gI`ave  cl`isis   que

atl`aviezan  las  ediciones  Pluma  y  de  las  multiples  consecuencias  que
esta  tiene  desde  ahol.a,   pal`ticulal`mente  en  Colombia   :

i.  Reafil'ma  el  pl`incipio  de  rna  sepal`acion  necesaria  entre  cual-
quier  tipo  de  empresa  comercial  autonona  y  la  organizacion  politica.

2.   PI`ecisa  que,   sobre  la  base  de  este  cl`iterio  tl.adicional,   1as
ediciones  Pluma,   que  son  un.a  empresa  autonoma  estrictamente  comer-
cial,  nunca  han  dependido  de  ninguna  instancia  de  la  Cuarta  Interna-
cional,   ni  ham  estado  ligadas  a  ella  de  ninguna  manera.  Nunca  nin-
guna  ol`ganismo  de  la  Intel`nacional  ha  discutido,   ni  ha  sido  consul-
tada  sobre  la  actividad  de  Pluma.

3.   En  consecuencia,   tant;o  el  nombre  y  la  autoridad  de  la  Cuarta
Internacional  como  de  cualquiera  de  sus  instancias  no  pueden  ser
invocados  o  utilizados  tratandose  de  la  crisis  de  PJ.uma,   ni  de  cual-
quiera  de  sus  implicaciones  en  todos   los  ordenes.

Vote   on  the  above  motion:----.---...        ___  __           _    .-.                    _      _  -        .            __

Fol`:   22   (Adair,   Aubin,   BI.ewstel.,   Claudio,   Dunder,   Duret,

3€tT:}e53p::e±6t8;`:;g:Sfii:.:,i:a3aen,
:+`t^;€;+mL;A,V5ri;;n-S;I+aiL;-@ri6i-66-e-i-vi;i-t-6=5

Enrique '
Mal`|ine .

Against :
Abstaining:
Not  voting:

9.  Bul.eau  Repol't

Europginp:;g=±i:::%=t:k°#h:tp:£83:3Lb:°t£:S£:=t±h=n:::::±:B:af9:  a
intervention  in  these  elections  at  a  meeting  of  Eul.opean  political
bureaus.  A  date  will  be  pl`o.posed  in  a  letter  fl`om  the  Bureau  to
sections.

Stateman:   To  publish  in  the  International  Internala.   MOIIOIt  b
DiscussroiI ion  an  developments  in  the  Colomt>ian  PSI,
the  report  by  Riel  on  Colombia,   and  documental.y  matel'ials.
Discussion.

tseegttE-¥rfe
MOTION  b

CAREIED-       _  =  _____i  i  -=-I

I`ead  a  motion  passed  by  the  Colombian  PST   leadel`ship
C).

lvairF   Io  I.eject  t;he   "Resolution  on  Fausto  Amadol`
ee  of  the  PST,"   since  thel.e  exist  no
it  necessal.y  for  the  United  Secl`etal`iat

Committ
new  elements  which  would  make
to  reconsidel`  this   case.   This  means  that  .-the  motion  concel`ning  Com-
rade  Amadol`  passed  at   the   Octot]el`  29-31,   1977,   meeting  of  theTjTnited  Secl`etal`iat  remains  in  force.   The  United  Secretariat  also
r.ejects  the  proposal  for  a  public  discussion  concerning  Comrade

dol.,   which   could  only  be  harmful  to  oul`  movement.
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For:   17   (Adair,   Aubin,   Brewster,   Dunder,   Duret,   Frej,

?t:3:a::p:;i?::::s;L16rlj:::,w:::::)Stateman
Against:      i   (Romero)

Abstaining:      3   (Claudio,.  Geol`ges,   Marline)
Not  voting:     0

I).   Melan  I`epol`ted  on  a   letter  received  from  Comrade  Antonio
(see  Attaare-nt  D)  reconsidering  his  previous  I`equest  to  I.esign  I`I`om
the  Fourth  International  (see  minutes   o,f  I)ecember  15-14,   1977,   meet-
ing  of  the  United  Secl`etariat).

AGREED:   That   Comrade  Antonio  remains .a  member   of   the  Fourth
InterEa¥r6Eral,   and  a  comrade  from  the  Bureau  should  try  to  discuss
with  him  his  futul.e  work  in  a  section  of  the  Intel`national.

E.Ho
next  Uni

osal  b Romel`o

Faction  of  the  MIR.
AGREED

to  include  a  point  on  the  agenda  of  the
discuss  relations  with  the  Dissident

to  refer.  this  pl`oposal  to  the.  Bureau.

Meeting  adjoul.ned.



Canal.adas :

ATi`t.'`icHrmNI   D
Letter  fl`oin  Ant-onio  to  the  United  Secretariat-_  _-__-____         _-_   __  ___        .---- i--__-__--I_I_  .= -I ----    t  L -----.--    =  ---.
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se  debi6  al  tl.abajo   liquidador  realizado  pop  N.   Mol`e]io  en  la  secci6n
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.,

y  a  lograr  un  r6gimen  intel`no  saludable  de  cara  al  pr6ximo  Congreso.

justiF:::b±:c:8i ¥£s|t:  a:mg:3:sifg  a:c:::6[m]±p::gEpi€ad:nyn:3gia:asa
.,

gabas   sectal.ias  de  .1a  TB  puesL-.as,   me   lleva  a  daros   una  I`espuesta  po-,
sit;iva  y  a  pedir  mi  reingl`eso  en  las  filas  de  la  Internacional  en  la
fol`ma  que   estimeis  mss   conveniente®

Ija   carta  apa.recida   en  la  lninuta  del  SU  f irmada  pop  Andl`6s  Romel`o
el  11/11/77  y. titulada   "A  necessary  piece  of  iJ:if ol`mation"   es  una
pieza  maestl.a  de  pequeflas  vel`dades,   omisiones  y  lrieritras   considel`ables.
Respondel`a   a   sus   11  puntos.   I'el`o  resulta  realmenL-e   sol`pl.endente   que
Romero  hable  con  tanta  seguridad  sobre  hechos  acaecidos  en  Venezuela

.,
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::::a:  £:s]:e:3n¥%e:  a::::i:=:in::_r%:  :::%§£±¥:ypg±£€£og±d:ae=€::rna_"incidentes",   ''tan  inconsistentes"  y  a  los  que   segul`amente   "no
valdl`a,  la  pena  I.esponder".
FI.aterna`1mente
Antonio (Tal`quin)

translation
Comrades ,

A  few  days  ago  I  received  your  invitation  to  I'econsider  my  re-
signation  fl'om  the  FI  which,   as  I  explained  ill  my  pl.evious  letter,
was  provoked  by  the  liquidationist  activity  cal`I.led  by  N.  Moreno  ln
t;he  Venezuelan  section  as  well  as  by  other  serious  political  and
methodological  differences  with  the  BT,   for  whose  leadership  and
ol`ientation  I  have  coresponsible  since  its  foundation.  I  also  had
the  oppol.tunity  to  be  awal.e  of  the  present  discussions  aimed  at
ovel`coming  the  factional  dynamic  and  at  creating  a  favorable  inter-
nal  situation  with  a  view  to  the  next  Wol`ld  Congress.

This  fact;  and  the ,understanding  that  my  resignation  --in  no  way
justified  as  far  as  t;he  F|  is  concerned  --  was  a  hast;y  decision  and
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the  way  you  consider  most  convenient.

The  letter  published  in  the  Usec  .mi:mutes  which  was   signed  Andl`es
Romel.o,   dated  November  11,1977,   and  entitled   "A  necessary  piece  of
information,"  is  a  mastel`piece  of  half-tl.uths,   omissions,   and  con-
Sidel`at)1e  lies.   I  will  answer  each  of  its  eleven  points.  HOwevel`,   it
is  really  astonishing  that  Romel.o  speaks  with  such  great  assul`ance
about  events  that  occul`red  in  Venezuela  and  in  which  he  did  not
Participate  in  any  way.  His  attempt  to  give  a  psychological  explana-
tion  for  my  I`esignation  is  in  vain:   he  will  need  different  weapons  to
hide  the  crisis  of  the  BT.   Okay.   If  the  FI  accepts  me  again,1'11
discuss  the  political  content  of  these   "incidents"  that  are   ''So  im-
mat;erial"   that  it's   ''not  worth  responding  to  theln."
FI`atel`nallv.   Antonio   (TII`auin)


