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Dear Erngt Mandel,

Thank you for your letter and your interest., The nilitant attitudeand ur
comradely tone of your letter encoursged me to write longer, in order
to tell more about Turkey and Birikim, to discuss eertain matters,

but above all to start a firm dialogue with you which I @lways regarded
as very valuable,

I have told my friends in the publishing house to send all the numbera
of Birikim that are available. We sghall continue to send them new ones
as they appear. ' From the authors of the translations you can gather
the tywes of questions we emphsésize and I want to sum up our basic
attitude., I'm writing an article on the Turkish Left for the New Left
Review which is half finished now and will probably appear in a short .
time., That article would give you an ides on the way my friends and I
tend to view the revolut:nna“y movement here,

+ I night have exaggerated the political necessity of keepinb a dlstanco
towards Trotskyisn in my letter, There is no question about making a
seeret of sources. When the Birikim numbers arrive, you will see, for
instance an article by M. Lowy. In the March number you will sgee your
own article on the meeting in Venice together with the ather articles.
in the same number, Rossanda, Bettelheim, etc. The short artlcle on
Cheng Chao-lin w111 alsq appear in the March issue.‘

I decided to print these articles without asking for »ernission. ’To'%f
"tell you the truth, I am rather fed up with the prosedure of applying
for permission of this kind to Marxists "in Europe" We have a good

relationship with the NLR, but apart from that Luropean larxists can
be quite finicky about inconceivable details. The important thing for
me, of coursd8, is that socialists in Turkey can read these things.

So soretines I take advantage of the isolation of Turkey gnd do as
everyone else does in this country.

But it does also bother me to carry on pirating in this mammer, That
ig why I wrote to Inprecor and have started writing to all other
vergodicals that I know of. I know that I won't receive any renly from
most of them, '
Turkish socialism really started after the sixties. Before that, there |
was the very inefficient TCP, one of the earliest in the Comintern but
also one of least influence in its own country. Apart fron their  ~
inefficiency in practice, they contributed slmost nothing to the
developaent of Marvist thought in Turkey, because of the great

Ankara Caddesi Guncer Han 45/18
P.K. 538

Sirkeci - Istanbul

Sicil No.: 131314/78624

Posta Ceki no. 92991

Tel.:: 279958

FEE LI I LT et e e Ll C s s o e s an o . P ——— e



Tt is very difficult to give a coherent and intelligible explanatlon )

= BIRIKIVI

< YAYIMICHLEK
A. KOLLSH

2
ideological concessions they made to Kemalisnm.-~

After the‘sixties, with the wmost democratic new constitution Turkey ever
had, socialism made its belated entry into Turkish politicse For a

long time it was a movement influential among students and intellectuals.
In 1962 the Turkish Workers' Party was founded--outside the gphere of
influence of the old TCP. It was founded by some trade-union legders, -
but until the end they made their best to keep intellectuals and workers
avart from one another so that it was a workers party only in nane.

At the same time, the remnants of TCP started a violent campaipgn of
ovwosition to the party, advocating a strategy hased on the possibility-
of a "progressive junta". At a tine whan the movement was very weak
young and the cadres had very little Marxist consciousness, these gpeople
vho represented the old Comnunisgt tradition made use of their pregtige
to deceive these cadres, Turkey being "a seni-feudal and seni-dependent®
nation, we needed a National Democratic Revolution. Since there was no
democracy, one could not think of a soeialist party. We sghould wait
until the soldiers made their junta and "granted" denocracy snd only after
that we could have a yarty. Obviously, this was a guarantee to the
Kemalist officers that the working elass would be kept out of politics
in return for what these "Comnunists" hoped to get out of the junta.

for such gross distortions--the article I mentioned may be a little step-—
but it worked and thousands of young men shouted slogans about being.
"nand in hand" with the "revolutionary army". KXenalism, the Bonapartist
ideology of the monowolists and the buregucracy, was presented as the
lagt resting place on the way to Marxist consciousness. The dynanisn
of Turkish capitalism--and its inplications concerning the proletaript—-
vere ignored and the country nresented as a stagnant feudal 3001ety

in order to agitate "patriotic officers",

Until 1967 I had kept out both groups. But when thig canpaign was
started at that time, I %xxedxtm decided to give up my qualms about TIP
(the Workers' Party) and hecame a member, The Party was definitely
pacifist in character, 1In the 1968 student rising, being an assistant
in the university, I established contsct with the students on my own

initiative~—-the party had practically disapseared, In time, thig
pacifisn led to conversion of all these students eager for action into

nilitants of the National Democratic Revolution. The leaders there
encouraged student action beeause it was a sure way of hastening the
junta.

The working class in Istanbul made a great demonstration on 16 June 1970,
After this it was rather difficult to shout "Workers and army hand in
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hand" because the Army had no hand to offer to.the workers, the hands
being oceupied in holding guns and bayonets. The NDR strategy
collapsed, the young cadreg having learnt the basic propositions of
Marvigt tradition by this time, The junta, however, was bound to eome,
What could these young militants do? ’ : ‘

The international situation was not very encouraging. The Soviets said

or offered nothing. “China said "People's VWar" and this was adopted by

a eertain group within the NDR nmovement. But for the other militants,
however glorious such a war may have been, it necessitated a long time
of prevaration, etc. Thank God--or dialectical materialisn-~the working
class was there, npt sleeping. But there was no point of contaoct
between the two movements. If sonething could be done, perhaps the
workers would also follow. But what was to be done? "Decisgive" was
identified with "arned"-~in the present conjoneture these militants
chose Latin America and shortly afterwards the "urban guerilla" of L.
Anerica. It was "armed", short and influential, had promising potentigl
of advertisenent ("armed prowvaganda"), etc. So, guerilla asctivisn and -
the exwvected junta cone at the sane time. The cadres who for years had
fought to quicken the junta were now fighting against it but they were
still retaining a lot of ambiguous elements in their minds about the
nilitary. Surely there were sonme "radical officers" somewhere, waiting
to intervene, ' e

During the period that we refer to as the 12th of March, all the Left
vas defeated. The main group that carried on the urban guerilla, THKP
(Party and Front of Turkish People's Liberation), changed or tried to
change its strategy after the formemost leaders were caught and arresgted.
Fron "urban guerilla", with distant hopes for a People's War, but with
very real links with the juntas, they decided to return to Leninism:
What this meant in praoctiee was, stopping the desperate guerilla actions
going deep underground, finding jobs for the militants searched by the -
police, such as opening grocery stores, etc. in relatively isolated
areag, and epreserving the relations with the workers. I got involved in
this movement. - T T

I had veen in England in 1969-70. By this time BIP had collapsed and
the NDR was about to collapse, While in England I also had read about
guerilla and decided it was quite impossible. Do, on my return, I was
quite bewildered. I wanted to do something, but how was this going to
be possible? I could keep calm enough not to get enzaged in someting I
did not believe in, When I heard of the change in THKP and my help was
asked, I accepted, '

Ankara Caddesi Gincer Han 45/18
P.K. 538

Sirkeci - Istanbul

Sicil No.: 131314/78624

Posta Ceki no. 92991

Tel.: 279958




BIRIKiV]
VAVIMCILIK
KOLL.STi.

Ve did not survive for long. It was all very, amateurish anyway. In
March 1972 I was in jail toszether with everyone elge. Ve came out with
the amneSty in 1974. I did not consider nyself a "menber" of THKP, but
from the legal point of view my personal belief did not change much,

I did not consider myself as a volitical person either. But what I saw
in prison changed nme to a great extent. Some of the people who
realized the stupidity of what they had done until then suffered violent
pangs of consecience--some went out of their minds., The rest who for a
long time defended the old positions ("the past of the movement", as
they called it) were quite hysterical in their defense.

So when we unevpectedly cane out (the reeults of the capitallstlc
developnent... A'large and active working class, politicised massés,
reaction towards the dictatorship, these and other factors brought
Ecevit to power. Turkish society is full of paradoxes--we were the
pretext for the 12th of March governments to stay in power: we need
authority to wipe off Communism, etc. After the 1973 elections ve
becane the "victims". The amnesty was the number one issue after that.)
"1 and a few friends decided to publish a theoretical journal to fight
against the old dognas, to stress the importance of culture in socialist
volitics, to establish the critical attitude of larxism, etc., Ve were
very careful to keep on the theoretical level and not to get ourselves
identified with any group. The particular situation of the Left in =*
Turkey inposed on us the paradoxical position of a theoretical group
deliberately keeping away from practice. I think thé situation of
Marxism in the world is also responsible; Really to return to Marx

and Lenin one has to take one' s distance towardsg all "real-socxallstlc"
1nterpretatlons.

Our proiject worked quite well., In this way, what we said corresnonded
to what this or that group wanted to say. Usually they ignore a
guestion when the feel unable to solve it. We did not offer solutions
and vpointed out the impossibility of "solutions in formulae", We = -
intervened in certain major events. The first was our criticisn of
the vseudo-Marxist history thesis of a theoretician of the old school
which was degigned to justify the junta. Our criticism stopped the
deve10pment of this cu“rent——the party that adopted it made a self-
critieism.

We intervened in the Sino-Soviet debate at a time when the cadres in
Turkey felt obliged to define themselves according to their attitude
towards this conflict. We attacked the Chinese side more heavily
because it wregented itsell as o ey of Trunscending certain difficultie:
and the more militant cadres were inclined to be influenced, But we
tried to show that the Chines actually shared the economist problematic
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of Stalinism and tried to overcome Sovietic determinism through
yoiunakxisnx voluntarism. If one expected a whole people to be really
conscious weliftically, one could not resch that goal through doping
these ngsses with the sphorisms in a led Book.

This intervention was also of some influence and gave theoretical
support to those who intuitively or more consciously realized the
necessity for keeping out of this strange prlarigation. Some were
talking of the "Ho chi minh attitude", meaning that the conflict was
not our issue. We pointed out the wrongness of this kind of neutralisn
and said that indeed it was our issue. But to make it really ours,

the right way wrg not to identify oneself with either camp but see in
Marrist terms what lay behind it, and how both camps were in fact
distorting Marvisnm.

Ve criticised the guerilla movement, we criticised the Comintern
conception of Fascism, we criticised the instrumentalist conception

. of the siate. Bui the pain enphesis was Tor scme time on the concept

of the lMarvigt Party. We maintained that socialism could not be
reduced to the "struggle for power" or for "power as such”. Here we
introduced CGramsci--virtually unknown in Turkey-~and dwelt on his
notion of beginning to build socialist relations within the party and
before coming to power, the revoluticnary organizetion thus bveing a
potential pre-figuring of the scciety we wanted to reach. Introducing
the Fanifesto writers orn $hese questicns we also warhedé agsinst the
historicistic blind alleys in Gramsci's epistemology and the possible
narriage a la Macciocchi between Mao and Gramsci. Since last fall we
are concentrating on Stalin, Sovietic societies, etc. Throughout thesge
years we have influenced meny peomle, The level of theoretical debste
rhes risen, veople wre nore csreful in hwnipisting concepts, we hawve
lots of encrics (the right ores), tut #lso a lot of friends. The
journal and some of the books have become part of the education system
of some groups.,

I meant to answer your questions on Trotskyism. But I have already
written a very long letter. To repeat my complaints about "European
Marxigts", I always want to say a lot to them but hegitate for fear of
boring them, taking their time, etc. This may be ny Oriental complex
of inferiority, but I must say that I had enough concrete justification
for such Tezrs. Yith you I felt very comfortahle--hence my volubility.
I shall write more if you wish me to, but now I nust conclude,

I can read English and a little French, But we have several friends
vho can read German too, In fact, we are building a cadre for the
translations quarterly now, so that almost any language is quite
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. welcome if you send us material., ' ‘ %

So it is settled that we exchange Birikim and the quarterly which we
rave not nzmed yet (by the way, "birikim" means "accumulation") with - ¥
Inprecor. But I have further questions. I nean to write to many other §
Trotskyist periodicals, such as Critique and Socialist Revolution,
Can you help in our getting them? Should I mention my correspondance 4
with Inprecor and with you in my letters? And, can you send a list :
of the periodicals I should get in touch with, hecause in thls country
it is very diffult to know wvhat is published where.

Yith all these questlons, I hope to hear from you soon (of course,

ve have to allow time for the people who read the letters in between.
I don't care for that because I do not say anything in my letters
which I wouldn't say if they came and asked me). I thank you again
for your comradely attention,

Yours fraternally,

Murat Belge
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