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14 Charles Lane
New York, N.Y. 10014

June 19, 1978

TFelipe Garcia Casillas
PRT
Mexico

Dear Felize, _ ' a

Sirc= Clga is now our National Field Organizer for the
Souvtzzzs and dis 1livizg in Houston, T will answer your letter
of fzri: 20 addresz=l o her. '

¥z are in complete agreement with the proposals you make
ccxzzcerzing stepped-up JOlnt activity. In partlcular the
opzorTunities are growing for fruitful work in defense of
hcho” Marroquln.

We are also in accord with moving rapidly to set up public
meetings for PRT spokespersons to speak in the United States (in
Ios Angeles and as many other places as it can be arranged).
Informing people here about the perspectives and activity of the
PRT and building support for the PRT's legalization campaign is as
you put it, "the central aim of the matter.” It would be of great
benefit to both the PRT and the SWP. It would be especially useful
if we could, as you suggest, have someone from the PRT national
leadership speak at one or more of these meetings.

We would like to work out the details on dates and places for
these meetings as soon as possible. The most effective meetings
could be held in the fall. This would avoid the problems of vacation
pericds, and give us adequate time to publicize the meetings.

Givan the extrsme slowness of the mails, perhaps the most
effective thing w>u1ld bz to make final arrangements with the leadership

comrzizs who coms = to Oberlin in early August. We could work out
a tenbtz=ive schei= =z 1 oy telephone before then, and make the final
arrangs=znts at Tz=xlin. Let us know what you think. How much time
could & :xomrzds -z zcmrades spend in the U.S., say, in late September
and/or Cz=z==x? I-2uld we do this in only a few cities (Los Angeles
~and a cocunlz of Tzsr Southwestern cities% or should we also include
forums ir -thz> z=ior cities, like Chicago, Detroit, New York, etc.,
where thsrs arz Zzrge Chicano or ILatino communities?

In connection with Oberlin, we would like to knmow if it would be

possible for ons of the comrades to prepare a class to be given during
our educational conference on the political situation in Mexico and the

activities of the PRT. Comrades would be espe01a11y interested in what's

going on in the labor movement, and what the PRT's approach and
activities in the unions are. Such a class would be a way to bring
SWP members and sympathizers vp to date about the PRT and about
Mexican pOllthu.
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If you can arrange for someone to present such a class,
please let us know rlght away so we can work it inbto the
schedule.

Finally, I would like to try to clear up what seems to be
some misunderstanding concerning our attitude toward the
Committee for a Revolutlonary Socialist Party (CRSP).

! general attitude toward the CRSP is the same as that
23 in the letter from Claudio for the United Secretariat

to Myra Tanrer Weiss of CRSP: '"Your position that the
S hopeleszlr Zzgenerated and your goal of building an
nization txztv seeks to destroy the SWP places you in
tlon to the Fourth International..." (I am enclosing a
7 of this cor resnondence, in case you haven't seen 1t.)
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Now this, of course, does not end the matter. Simply because
a group is outside of and in opposition to the Fourth International
doesn't settle the question at all of what types of united-front
campaigns, political discussions, common actions, etc., may be
desireable. Your points on the work the PRT has done with groups
such as the LOM are exactly . in line with our own approach.

As you know, the SWP has aggressively pursued discussions and
joint activities with currents outside the Fourth International.
Right now we are trying to advance this process with the Socialist
Labor Party. ILast year, we were able to bring about a fusion w1th
th° comrades of the Revolutionary Marxist Committee.

Our political experience with the CRSP has not shown that such
activity is possible. As far as American politics is concerned,
there is not much we agree on. We have no common areas of political
1v_£. For example, they have not expressed interest in the anti-

Cerortation campaign or any other activities in the Chicano movement
ve zave been involved in. They have not even expressed interest in
actively joirizz in defense cages the party has been especially
active in, suc:z &s the Marroquin campaign, or USLA work. Insofar

as w2 do ruxn =50 them (such as in the women's movement in the
Nori-west, vwzz=z the Freedom Socialist Party, one of the CRSP
co~t::enfs, “z zz32d) we generally find them among our most vociferous
oppomzrts 2= Zzctional enemles,

c iIs == we are dubious about the sincerity of the CRSP's
is T e "joint campaign" between the SWP and the CRSP to
support the ZZ¥. It is all to the good, of course, if the CRGP.
supports the meebings we build for the PRI--whether these are
organized by the SWP or under broader sponsorship. But we don't
believe there is any political basis to establish a special relatloq—

ship w1bh the CRSP for such a campaign.
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Naturally, we don't rule out the possibility of further
evolution in a different direction by the CRSP or some members
of it. If that happens, we will respond in the appropriate ways.
I would like to emph381ze, however, that there is no evidence
whatsoever that this is happenlng.

Furthermore, we would like to make it absolutely clear that
the SVP has no objection whatsoever to the PRT accepting help or
support from CRSP or anyone else in the U.S. on the basis you
speli out in your letter. .

- zope this makes our views a little~clearer.

Zlease let us n,or as soon as you can your reaction to the
prorosals for punlic meebings to hear PRT speakers in the fall,
zrZ on the educatlonal conference class.

Warmest comradely greetings,

p T
/M Set
Larry Seigle

for the Secretariat
Socialist Workers Party

enc.
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Translation April 20 lebter frocm Mexican PRT to Olga

Keceeved /770.3. J5
Mexico, D.F.
April 20, 1978
Dear Comrade Olga:

We have received ccpies of the correspondence between Bruce
Marcus of Los #mgXmik Angeles and the National Office of the SWP
regarding the proposal of the Socialist Union and the Committee
for a Revolutionary Socialist Party to organize some joint work
in support of the PRT. The Secretariat of the Political Bureau
discussed the matter and encharged me with letting you know
our cpinion.

Last December Milt Zaslow was in Mexicc City where he es-
tablished contact with the PRT. At that time he met with a

i
1

member of the party leadership. During the meeting Zaslow expressedf

interest in the activities and development ¢f the party and

offerred to ccllaborate and support the démands of the PRT.

We felt that the prcpcsal tc crganize a public forum in Los

Angeles where the ¥RT would express its positions wculd be a
step in concretizing that offer of solidérity.

With regard tc this offer and the possibility of a finan-
cial campaign to raise money for the FRT, we[glﬂgzgyg;a oriented
according to a criterion set down in our statutes, which state
in Article li:

"The FRT willingly accepts the fact that many people sympath-
ize with its ideas, collaborate in cne or another way in build-
ing the partyﬂlor in carrying out its program...the organization
welcomes financial contributions but makes no commitments of

any kind corresponding to them."
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We agree with you that tbe process of buiiaing a party cannot
be based on its being financed by external fmxzmx sources, e%—
pecially sources cutside the country. An indication of the de-
gree of the party's organization and penetration of the mass

movement is its ability tc obtain its own sources cf funding.

Nonetheless, it is obvious that in the case of the CRSP (or in

the case of aid from the SWF) we have never thought of regular
financial help. It would be ridiculous to think of the PRT meet-
ing its financial needs through the SWP and even more so through
the CRSP.

Clearly the SRSP propbsal must be understood as a conjunc-
tural financial campaign with a concrete goal related to é con-
crete canpaign of the PRT. That type of campaigng cearly-is not
new to our movement. If we had a different idea, we could not
discuss it with the CRSP.

It is true that the cawpaign we are now carrying out for the

eccoomic
legal registration cf the PRT is demanding increasingl§—53?3T§§:
sources, which we carnot always meet thrcocugh cur normal income.

\ggpplementar‘
We are makingyefforts to deal with such problems. However, we

do not feel that at this time it._Js npecessary to make an intqp-

naticpal appeal for a campaign to support us. We can still deal

with it ourselves. However, we 4o nct reject incidental firnan-

cial contributicns --like the one cffered by the CRSP-- althcugh
cbvicusly we accept it without making any political commitment
in return. We also understand the legal limitations the SWP

would face if it gave financial aid. .

Mcreever, we regret the fact that the SWP leadership rejects
carrying out a joint action with the CRSP in support cf the FRY
*x because it considers that the CRSP's declared support tc the
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Fourth Internaticnal is nothing more than a "mascarade" dxxmxk
designed to create confusion about its "real character". (b-
viocusly we respect the opinion of the SWP leadership regarding
any other crganization in the United States.

To be frank, however, such au attitude tcward the CRSF seems
strange to us. Accepting that part of the idea of proletarian
internaticnalism implies sharing with the rest of the world

movement our own experiences and the tressons we draw from them,
our opinion is that it is =mp possible to join together for con-

crete objectives with any current that says it is part of the

" workers mcvement. That has been our experience, for example,
with grours in Mexico like theliga Cbrera Marxista (member of
the\égéé;), whicﬁ?&%spite its sectarian attitute toward the FRT
and its constant attacks in iﬁi press against our work-- has been
forced to carry out joint acticns with us. And we cite the exam-
rle of the LCM--which calls itself Trotskyist like the CESF--
pnot to mention the jcint experiences with the liexican CF or
with the Lombardistas. In the case cf the CRSP, without making
any political ccnessicns tc its absurd characterizaticrs cf the
SWP, we have carried cut jcint actions between the FRT, SWP,

and CRSP as in the demonstration against deportations held in

Tijuana last December.In 1975 also in response to the police
assault on one cf hur‘headquarters in Mexico City, that group
sent us a sum of money as a show of support.

matter

Finally, with regard to the central aim of the pxmpmxai,

we consider the mcst important thing to be able tc speak inthe

United States and express our points of view on the political
refcrm of the Lépez Pertillo regime and seek support for our de-

mand for legal registration. liore than any question of a finan-
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cial order, we are interested in pclitical solidarity.

We would be very happy to be able to participate in a public
forum in Los Angeles or any cther &esrdy city near the border
to explain the éurrent canpaign of the FRT to win legal regis-

tration. To be able to carry cut such a rghlly would be of

geeat use to the PR@@hether it was built only by the SWP or by
a broader grouping of forqes, as you suggest in your letter.
Inscfar as we %ggbable, we would even try té have some member

of our national leadership participate in such a rally. We are
sure that, as you statevin scur letter, a rally cf that scrt
wculd berefit beth the FRT and the SWP.

The Hector Marroquin caqagﬁgn and the visit of Sra. Piedra
have hede 4 evident the repercussions -such a campaign can have
in Mexico. We are sure that if the voice cf the FRT could be
heard in the United States, especially in those Chicano cemmun-
ities where the SWY has people, where we could denounce the
character of the pclitical reform, the austerity plan Yankee

imperialism has forced on lMexico, the handing cuer of the na-
tional rescurces--like cil, gas, ard uranium--which Lépez For-
tillo is doing tc that same imperialist poﬁer, or the political

repression that prevails thrcughout the country, we are sure that
all that wculd have favorable repercussicns for the mass mcve-
mert in Mexico and would strengthen the SWF and PRT.

Finally, we feel that this Xmxexxx wculd cnly be one more

sign of the closé%nd growing ccllaboration between the SWP and
the FRT. The political situation in ksm@k beth countries tends
to increase the ccllaboration between cur rarties. Especially
following cur ccllabcraticn at the Chicano-Latino Conference
in San Anténio, our Political Bureau expressed its prideat the

growing possibilities to display in practice the superiority of
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prcletarian internaticnalism.
To the long list of joint acticns between the SWP and the
FRT you mention in your letter must be added now the latest
develorments related tdbtheluzmpaign for Hectur and against
the political repression in Mexico. Barry's presence here
during the national day for amnesty and the current tour of
Sra. Fiedra with Hector are very advantageous._I take‘the op-
rortunity to reiterate what we tcld Barry to the efféct that
we would make the greatest effort to send a ccmrade whé witnessed
the 68 or 71 repression to give testimony during Hector's hear-
ing.
Fraternally,
s/Felipe Garcia Casillas

for the Secretariat of the Political Bureau

P.S. We are nct sending a copy of this letter tc theSRSP. How-
ever, we think it will be necessary tc notify them in scme way
off cur opinions in view ¢f the fact that they initially made
the proposal for the joint campaign. We wculd like tc¢ hear from
you your opinion on the manner of communicating tc them our ‘

decisions.

cc. FRT regicnal Bodies in the northwest; United Secretariat.




