POLITICAL BUREAU MEETING No. 12, November 30, 1978

Present: Barnes, Britton, Hawkins, Jenness, Lyons,
Sedwick, Seigle, Stone, Waters

Chair: Seigle
AGENDA: 1. African Solidarity Work

2, Control Commission

3. National Committee Assignment
4, Tony Adams Murder

5.

6.

Membership
Mohammed Oliver Correspondence

1., AFRICAN SOLIDARITY WORK

Hawkins reported.
Discussion

Motion: To approve the general line of the report
for presentation to the plenum.

Carried,

2. CONTROL COMMISSION

Jenness reported that following the decision of the
Upper West Side branch to end Hedda Garza's provisional
membership, a number of party members in the New York
local sent letters to the national office that raised
questions about the norms involved in implementation of
the party's provisional membership category.

Discussion
Motion: That the Control Commission be asked to review
the party's norms in implementing our provisional
membership category.

Carried.

Motion: To designate Ring as the fifth member of the
Control Commission.

Carried.

(over)
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3. NATIONAL COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENT

Barnes reported that the Los Angeles local has
agreed to release Camejo for international work
and other national assignments.

Motion: To approve.

Carried.

4, TONY ADAMS MURDER

Stone reported on new facts surrounding murder of
Tony Adams in Salt Lake City.

Discussion
Motion: That when Stone is in Salt Lake City this
week she talk to the comrades there about launching
a broad campaign demanding that the city government
investigate the murder and apprehend the murderer.

Carried.

5. MEMBERSHIP

Jenness reported on recommendation of San Jose branch
to readmit J.B.H. to the party.

Discussion

Motion: To take no action on this recommendation
until further information can be obtained.

Carried.

6. MOHAMMED OLIVER CORRESPONDENCE

Hawkins reported on recent correspondence with
Mohammed Oliver. (See attached.)

Meeting adjourned.



. Mohammed Olivel
34 Manomet Ave.
Hull, Ma. U2045

NOV 1 1978 October 27, 1976

SWP N.C.
14 Chatles Lane
N.Y., N.Y¥Y. luUls

Decl Cortirades,

At 2 meeting with Don Guirewitz on OGctober 24 I hsd¢ an oppor-
tunity to read the letter John Hawkins wrote for the Foliticel
Buresu datea October 17, 1975. I noted with patticular interest
your statement that, in many ways, my understanding of what the
perty is all eboutr was even more muddleheacded then when 1
Lesigned.

While this was & faii assessment of where I was at the time
of my letter asking to rejoin, the speed with which I was moving
beck towerd Marxism quickly changed my opinion on many cuestions.
In fect, ebout the time Hawkins must have been typing his letteir,
I was moving out of the sufi household 1'é been living in ana
severing all my tiev with the Sufi Oicder.

why this move? If you would bear with me for awhile, I'c
like to shaire with you the thinking undeirlying my actions these
last few years.

Everyone is always guoting Marx's statement that religion is
the "opium of the peorle." The two sentences preceding that
phirase need aiiring as well, "keligious suffeiring is at the same
time an expression of real suffering and a protest against real
suffering. Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the
sentiment of & heartless woirlda, and the soul of soulless congi-
tions. It is the opium of the people.”

For & whole host of reasons(most of which need not be gone
into here), I was in a state of despair and depiression when I was
attracted to sufism. However, I woulé never have been attiacted
to religion were it not for this aspect of protest =-- no mattel.
how passive.



In general 1 was out of touch with the life of my body -- my =°
feelings, emotions, wishes and desiites. I despalately wanted to #
get into touch with my human "essence" and the Sufi Crdetr seemed

to answer my cry. Held before me was the prospect of transcend-

ing my wietched condition and establishing tiuly human relation-
ships in my everyday life. The sufis 1 met were what I'd call
"authentic" personalities -- models of how human beings should

live. They told me they had the wey to "tise above the distinc-
tions and differences that divide humenkind." I bought it.

Of course, to be human in an inhuman world is to claim, even
if not explicitly, that the world doesn't enter intc the peirsonal
tealn. Without my being really conscious of 31t, I hed joined the
Lanks of fanatics, dirunkards, and & host of other wretched souls
seeking escape from their miserLy.

Now, my choice of the Sufi Oircder was in psrt due to the fect
that it, unlike cther mystical schools stiessed the inmportence of
being active "in the woild." Still, the need folr staying apart
fiom the woild was strong enough to reguiie the maintenance of
sufi khanagahs like the one I lived in. They eare spiritual
gyreenhouses whetre, hopefully, besutiful flowers grow.

The entiite time I've been out of the party I've been looking
for something to do "in the world." I tried & nurmber of things
ana contemplated many more. However, none of them satisfied me.
It began to dawn on me that theie wete only two things that
interested me --- politics and realizing my self. I 1eclized that
it was not enough to be human in an inhumen woirld. To be truly
human means chancing the woirlda. To do anything else would ke, at
least, hypocritical and, in my case, ciriminal.

So, I began having discussions with comirades. I began to do
a few things with the Boston branch. I launched into a thorough
study of philosophy. My historic tresponsibility and duty as a
human being to do all I could to change the world was clealr.
Clear also was the fact that I should do whatever was required of
me to fulfill this obligation. I knew I had to rejoin the pairty.
It's program, I knew, was the answer -- it was in this sense thet
I seid my politics had never changed.

In anycase I spoke with Tony Thomas at Obkerlin and Don
Gurewitz in Eoston about wanting to rejoin. The content of those
discussions you aliready know.

I also spoke with my sufi teacher. His consistent ideclism
ané the party's consistent materialism were teering me apart, but
only because I was refusing to choose. I neveir tiuthfully con-
fionted the question of 1eligion. (Just as an aside, one of my



* proktlems in the past was the inability to say no. I can't recall
evel saying no to the paity. Not saying no doesn't always mean
aoing what you reeglly want to do. I found myself beginning to
feel that my life was not my own. I was just a cog in the big,
LG nachine and I blamed the party for my feeling non-humaen. When
esked, ouite rightly, to make a choice between Marxism and reli-
gior, 1 cid my impersonation of a child in its "teriikle twos". I
se¢iG "Nol" to the party.)

.

ht the sufl khenaceh I was ¢ sufi, a believer in God. Gut in
the wotla I wes a matetialist. I wes leading two lives. The
";:eat wall" I had eLected between these two aspects of ny life
weY¥ sSnattered by the expelriences of the past few months. The
werlé ano all that's in it is humankind's to dispose of as it
chooses. There is no necessity and hence no treality to GodG.

o, 1 am an étheist. Cf coutrse, I cleimed to be an stheist
vefore, but I don't kelieve 1 teally understood atheism. ky éthe-
ism was only skin-deep. Atheism has to be a thorough-going,
t2oical("going to the roots") criticue of religion. In this
corrent situetion I've been forced to deel with all the prLos &nd
cers. I've heo to wage a stiuggle resulting in a r1estiucting of
ry whole spititual and practical existence.

inis experience of the last two and a half years has been
oric of extiene liLpoitance in my personal evolution. I was faiily
well-1esc in Marxist philosophy, but the social origins and
sociel function of 1eligion could never have been mede more cleal
to me then they were by ecttempting the escapist road myself. Life
indee. is the best teacher. I am fortunate to haeve leatned my
lesson.

I went tc tejoin the party. I can sey in all honesty "I am
an irreconcilieblle etheist." I would like to be able to add¢ "and
rtevolutionairy socialist activist."

Comradely,




COPY COPY copy

(typed on SWP letterhead)

November 6, 1978

Don Gurewitz
Boston

Dear Don,

Enclosed is a copy of a recent letter from Mohammed
Oliver stating his decision to sever his ties with the
Sufi Order and our reply to that letter.

Please keep us informed of your thinking on this matter.

Comradely, M
gihn Hawkins,
SWP national office



COPY COoPY ‘ COPY
(typed on SWP letterhead)

November 6, 1978

Mohammed Oliver
Hull, Ma. 02045

Dear Mohammed,
We received your letter of October 27 stating that
you had begun the process of "severing all...ties with

the Sufi Order."

Needless to say, we welcome this decision on your
part.

As for your request to rejoin the SWP - which would
mean first of all becoming a provisional member of the
party - we are referring to the leadership of the Boston
branch further discussion and decision on the matter.

Fraternally,

ohn Hawkins

National Office

(over)



