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Dec. 3, 1978

Larry Seigel
Politiceal Bureau

Dear larry,

I will not be able to attend the NC or Monday or Teusday., My foot
injury has kept me out of work for two full weeks and has limited

my abilit; to perform my job this last week. It is simply not possible
tc tzke an adcitional day off in such short a period of time,

I would be more than happy to participate in a discussion of Cuba any

time durin. tle weekend, I believe, and I am sure all the New York comrede
also e~ree, that the best way to organize a discussion of serious
politicsl difference§ for the coming convention is by having a discussion
first din th: Ketionq!l Committee, I will be willing to do anything
Possible to facilitate this. Coming Monday or Tuesday is not possible,

bEnclosed ic e statement whiech I wisk to be distributed to the XC so the
comraces will be aware of how I would vote if I were able to be present,

Comradely, -

OUAVE L2V
Pim w%hlfo‘/r%fu\ it Y\\
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Dec, 3, 1978
Statement to tre National Committee:

1. I wish to be rec:rded as voting opposed to the motion passed

by the Politicel Committee on Cuba in September, I hold that

Cuba is a deformed workers state dominated by a bureaucratic caste
which can only be removed by political revolution, Our strategy
must be to construct a section of the Fourth International in Cuba
dediceted to that task. At the same time we continue to defend Cuba,
as we do all workers states, against imperialism,

2. 1 feel it is the responsibility of the National Committee to instfluct
the Political Committee wit.: the task of writing a resolution on the
present nature of Cuba, No one can claim Cuba today is exactly like

it was in 1961 when the last party resolution was written on the

question or even 1963 when the last international resolution was written
on the question, The Political Committee motion only declares what Cuba
isn't, The Political Committee must now make clear what it is and
documer” tris opinion with facts,

3. I wisl: to be recorded as opposed to the "tilt" in party line on
E Thgsp - This "tilt" places our party in a position of actual opposi-
tion to the right of self determination of the Somali peoples of the
Cgaden, In addition our party is presently covering up for the trait-
orous role of both Cuba and the Soviet Union in giving Ethispia military
support while it carries on a reactionary war of genocide against the
Eritre peoples, For instance the Militant was silent when Castro
revelfes to mthiopia and there declared his support for the territorial
inte-rity of the Ethiopian capitalist state, Castro then hurried home
to weédcome the president of fascist Spain,

4, T zr convinced that the line on Ethiopia was changed in order to
create "evidence" to support the preconceived notion that Cuba was not
yet a deformed workers state, Thus the discussion of the present
nature of Cuba has a certain immediacy,. -
5« I propose that the question be opened up in the party for literary
discussion immediately following the plenum, The .discussion can

begin with the publication of the presentations and summaries given

at the Oberlin e®#panded PU meeting, my almost two year old statement

on Cuba, this statement, the PC motion on Cuba, and any meterial

coming out of this plenum. The oral discussion can thus be prepared

a bit in writing prior to opening as part of the pre-convention discussiorn
this Springe.

6e I wish to mske clear my opposition to the decision of the national

center to hold classes on Cuba which present only the pos1t10n of the

PC msfority. These classes are now being held throughout ty

prior to even an NC discussion. The question is not thesri h on=
ng%ggi;g;gitg of the national office to hold such classes, bt rather e

politically what is the best way to proceed in ensure the proper atmospher

for a fair and objective and unprejudiced internal party discussion, How-

ever since such classes have already begun the proposal for a literary

discussion takes on more urgency. .
oo g 7N

-=Tim Wohlfortk
Full Member National Committee
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14 Charles Lane
New York, N.Y. 10014
December 10, 1978

Tim Wohlforth
San Francisco

Dear Tim,

This is to confirm Jack's phone conversation with you
yesterday afternoon.

We have double-checked with Joel and Doug and they con-
firmed that many of the NCers who are in industry cannot be
sure of being able to stay past Sunday night. So we can't
responsibly postpone to Monday the discussion on the world
political situation, the political report, and the organiza-
tion of the turn. Thus there is no way we can have the en-
tire Cuba point on Saturday or Sunday. However, we've re-
organized the entire schedule so that we get the majority
and minority reports on Cuba finished early enough Sunday
evening so that you can make the last flight out with no
problem, which is at 10:00 p.m. (AA95). If things go ac-
cording to schedule, you can make the 9:30 p.m. flight (UA21).
We have reservations for you on bdboth.

To make this possible, the New York local comrades will
meake up a couple of one-hour lunches for us. I'm sure the
comrades would prefer to hear the majority and minority re-
ports on Cuba to the more lengthy meal breaks.

Bruce proposes that you take all of the 1 1/4 hours
equal time, if you want it, and that he not give a minority
report. He doesn't think the Cuba discussion at this plenum
should focus on state capitalism. He thinks the expanded
PC meeting at Oberlin thoroughly aired the state capitalist
point of view. Whatever new things the comrades who hold
the state capitaliet point of view have to say they will
contribute to the literary discussion. He proposes that
the comrades who hold the state capitalist position take the
floor in the discussion with the regulasr time limit.

Of course, what would be best by far, if things work out,
would be for you to get Monday off or even get the een light
to go in Monday evening. We can finish the entire dis-
cussion on Cuba and your and my summaries on Monday in time for
you to catch TWA flight 753 (nonstop) that gets you to San Fran-
cisco at 7:05 p.m. We've got reservations for you on this just
in case things work out on Monday.

Comradely,

i/

Larry




