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Rezort on Stuth Awnerica Trip (Jan-Feb 1979)

VENEZUELA : Had a talk with Antonio znd Pablo. They have formed
or triec to form 2 tendency inside the PST. The.PST insists ..
£ha{‘Antonio is not a member of the PST because he has been
expelled or sanctioned, Some of the other members of what
is called the "Pro-Congress' tendency are also ex-PST members
outside of the PST. The Pro-Congress tendency numbers about
10 peoxle.

The mzin request of the Pro-Congress tendency is thzat
the PST hold a convention and discuss a balance sheet of their
activity over the last neriod, especially their recent entry
intc *he MAS. Since they left (were expelled) from the MAS
they hsve not held a ¢ avention, do not have an elected Central
Committee and have not set dates for one.

Antonio has written a rath: excellent balance sheet
on the whole histery of the PST. The balance sheet shows how
Moreno's party building methods destroyed the PST by destroying
the centrzl lezdership team that was developing thrcugh their
own exwneriences. It also explains Moreno's chasing aftor
tactical victories by putting principles aside. It has cne
very good section explaining the correct useage of electiocns
and of critical surport as opposed to Moreno's adaptations.
This documeant by Antonio should be submitted to the

Int-rnational discussion bulletin as part of the discussion
on the Latin American resclution. I plan to write to Antonio
this week urging him to submit the document and to spell out

each nlace he uses initizls in the document, ss well as some

other minor changes that will improve the document for
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internaticnzl useage.

Antonio seems to have develoned some what from his
erp-riences with lMorenismo and his stay in Spain. Certainly
his document shows a higher political level thén he had &
the time of the last world congress.

Trne Lambretist in Venezuela control the MIR in Valencia,
Accordirng to Napuri (Antonio did not know this) one of the
newly elected MIR congreesmen is a trotskyist. I encouraged
fntonio to talk to the lambretist. He believes they have
suff:zrec a s»lit recently but does not know why. He also
informed me that one ex-PSTer has established his own group
in Caracas., He does not know what the ex-PST anti-Morenoik
has done in Barquesimeto. I encouraged him to co.uti.ue as a
tendency of ths PST while making contact with all otker
trotskyist formations, especially the lambretizt to see if
we cazn achieve & recruitment and unificati n of s ume cf these
scattered groups.

Antonio and Pablo said the PST numbers about 50 from

the on- time high 5f 400,

PANAMYL ¢ Talked to Bernal and a few other members of the
MSR. Bern:l's group (MSR) has about 15 members. They recenﬁy
recruited 3. They have set tnemselves modest goals and have
been making their goals. Their moral seemed OK. They said
the PST suffered a szlit but they knew little about it.

The PST has been receiving a lot of publicity because
according to Bernal they are going along with the new
electoral laws and playing around with the new government.

Apparantly it is true that the two members of the PST electe
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to Congress voted for the t:urgeois presidenfial candidate.
This seems to be true nct only becazuse Bernal s®ys so but
because the vote for president ( the c.agrees elected the
vresident) vas umanimous.
Bernz18s wife Mirna finally succesded in getting a job
end Bernzl himself is now able to work a part time job. This
has relieved the terrible personal vressure Bernal and his wife

were under gx® from the black listing of Bernal,

ECUADCR: I asked Mike Kelly tc stop in Ecuador to find out

how the MRT is do.ng. He informed me in B gota were we mekep

met up and where Mike vlazns to stay for a while, that the ME
has postroned their national ¢ avsntion until April or May.

They hsve a minority that opposes entering the Fourth. But the
le dershnip group based in Guayaguil scems detersined to go dhead
with the affiliation at their next conventicn and to try and
unify with the MET of Quito.

The MRT leadership appargntly did not let their minoriyy
know of tkeir correpv ndance with the 4th Internatiocnal. The
MST Guayaquil (Bolshevik Faction) published the correspondance
in order to help the anti-Guayaquil wing of the MRT or atleast
thet is- how the Guayaquil MRT leaders see it., How the material

w:.s publisined I do not know,

PERU : I svent over two weeks attmepting to get the

unificazion process underway between the PRT and the POMK.
I succeeded in part but there are still probleums, primarily
on the side of the PRT which could block the unification
although thes process is underway and it will be heszrd to

stop it.



The central PRT leadership discussed ithe question and
all cgreed with the excection of Andres (ex-FIXR IV trade umx
union lezder) that & unification should be carried cut. The
main question of debate was when and how., Andres fears fron
his experiences in the Uni ns that the POMR is too sectarian.
He and Martine (ex~FIR IB leader) feel there will be strong
opposition frox the workers in the PRT ageinst unity with
the PCliR. This maybe true in the metzl workers unio- but
I bslieve exaggerated because of theirown nwesitations, I
found a very positive repponse fromn all PRT rank and filers
for unification.

The Moraveco plaant is a very important xkx auto :lant
vhere the POMR won the recent elections (in a bloc with centrists)
ag:inst the FIR IV comradzgo:;“gwu>ox witg‘mii-s centrists.
Andres indicated to me thet he was willing to try to work
with the POXE peorle and had noticed a change in their attitude
since the telkz of unificatizn had been circulating. There are
discussions now unacerway to run a joint PRT-POMR slate in the
Moraveco »lant - possibly in osﬁggigiaso. Such a unifi%ed
slate will guarantee Trotskyist control of Moraveco.

Pepo drew u: an 11 point programmatic tyve statement 2=
as the basis for unification and as our answer to the POMR

LINM'J'\A;J?\ M..q\mbw
Tetter.\ Tanis was past unanimously by the PRT Executive

Committee with Ahdres absent. The proposal includes forming
a parity committee to bring in a plan for fusion between
the two groups. The plan is to be ready within one mcnth

of the creaticn of the commission. Tune POM- is rrevared to

fuse right away. The PRT wants to rroceed by steps in order Ie
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bring al ng their ranks.

The PCMR held a five day central committee meeting
to go over a bzlaace sheet of the general strike and wroject
an orientationfor the next period, This central committee
voted unanimously to accept the 11 pointéé(includes Cuba is
a workers stiste by the way) and to start the bilatorial
commission for unity. The POMR expressed reservati.n on
point&11 which was over Internaticnal affilizaticn. It was
sigrely vourly worded which gave the impression the new

crganizaticnwo:.1ld only belcng to the U.Sec, an%%&embers as

3

individuals to CCR3I.

¢
n

This probkkm wac settled at the first meeting of tae ,

W#M Conain—ad w ARt T e gtlinn” f Ty USan, 4 Guk,

new commission.V Representing the PRT are Vargas,Jirge and M

Andres, I do not know who represents the POMR.

A few general comments on the political situaticn of
e FRT? cnd POIIR. The PCMR has a sovietist eleient in its
politics which ied it into an ultraleftist posture dur]ng the
gencsral strike. T. e PRT really has no clear line. It followed
the POHR'Ys policies dur_ng the general strike and thus got
bur.ed, This ¢id nct help the unificatio-n process. The PRT
has made a sharp correction of its leftist error a welc.med
d-velopment in general., The POMR has made adjustxzents in itis
lins but remcins in a c:;fuéed sovietigst line.

I discussed this questicn with Napuri. He ascures ne
they are not on a sovietist line., It ies harc to tell how
.geri-us the leftist error is., But it seems to me they are
open to discuss it. A unification with the PRT would be helf@iful
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in tiiis regard.

The great advantezge the PO . has over tne PRT is that it

U]

thus present

[$]

sets a line for the party soes on camcaigns and i
in a'powerful way politically while tu. FRY drifis. Int . rnelly
tho PRT has been umabl: to get its m:zzbere to pay dues, to
publish its paper and to function regulsrly in general., This
is & Jdirect rroduct =f ~ow the leadsrsiip fu.ctions. Taere is

s}

no cne acting as gcneral secretary of the leadership. Initiatives
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An important unifying factor is that all agree that a
Blanco for president c:omvaign is the indicated line and task
of ths momzsnt, The PRT has E:;::: discussicns to wpriiote such
a caupaign, T..e PUME has also althoug. their apprcaches do not
jibe comvpletely. They could if there was more good will on
th vpart of the PRT (ex-FIX IV) leaders.
o

Thie bringz¥o znother element in the situation today
in Peru. Two imnortzant groiprs who want tc support Blaaco
for Presi ent also want .o unify with the PRT. They are

the MRS which is led b. an ex-Trotskyist and incliudes Anibal
and ths 0OPR

Lil T

zuijano,YQuijano himsczlf personally wantz to help out on the

Blanco for president camvaign. In Peruvian politics this is
a big coop for us that will bring many of the centrist behind
the Blanco camrzaign.

The MRS and OPR have important workers beses in them.
For instance the secreiary general of the teachers union SUTEP
is a member of the MRS, The MRS zlso contrcls an important
slum area in Lima. Both the MRS and OPR ars less excite¢ over
the PCMR,

“Tha,
The OTR a srlit off from the POMR which suppogiﬂz;gentiian
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Politic~l Obrecra in the intsrnal fight cof the CORCI has asked
the PRT for unity discussions also. The POMR is hard set
agsinst letting thas CTX intothe new unified trotékist party.
My impressi:n of the OT® 1is that it is highly sectarian and
factisnal group. They abstained dur . ng the presideatial
elections and refuse to join FOCEP, They call for down with
the C.nstituent Assertly equating it with the military
dictatorship,.

Martine is fig.:ting to iaclude itne 0TZ in the unificatisn.

Ch 2o W Rew

He is modivéf@ﬁéggg’anusszagises reasons, The PRT leadership
is really divided over the question of what kind of party
the FRT-POLD will be aftsr the unification., Martine smmst is
he wost articulate &n@# seeking what amounts to a federation
of facti ns. Others such as Blanco and Vargas want & new
leazdership team including the PRT-POMR leadership which over
time couldé bec:ume homogeneous. The POMR leadership seems to
want a new honogeneous leadzrship but doesn't believe all
the elements frow the PRT can be assimilated,

Martine thus wants the OT: as part c¢f the balances of
pover situation in the new party. I argued with him till
late the last aight before I lefte Eromwmstrrasrmemmm=iy {orn
a leadership team with the POMR and why the spproach of a
federaticn of facti.ns was a dead ehd. I can't say 1 caHSviﬁ%d
him but RExg Pepo was with us and he seems to be for a homogeneous
leadership.

Now complicating the picture further but also o¥fering

a marvclous opportunity is the posture of the PST.
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Ornce the worc got around that the PRT and the PGHR4might unify
the PST came under enormous pro-unity pressure. The PSTcrs,
esrecially the Bolghevik Facticn leacders ar: awar; how strong
a PRT-PONR party wculd be and the impact a Blanco for president
campaign ® by the newly unified party would have.
_ X

The PST is also reacti;EY%wo other important pressures.
One 1s that they lost most of their barrio work to the PRT after
th.y expelled Blanco. The other is that the Bolshevik Facticn
has begen uncble to recruit the FIR-POC lezders to its interna-
ticnal faction, The result has been that even bhe rank and file

Nl [
membefgfzi hhl PST prior to the fusion with the FIR-POC wime ard
ReaXa T
wer: not cahers of the Bolshevik Facticn are now moré Smieen
»

to goin, The B.F. has a mzjority 7 to 5 in the leade ship but
is 2 minority in the membership.

Cne 0of tho executive comm .ttee members of the PST_came
to telk to me privetely. He wants to coen up a f&g%%qggggnst
the Bolcehevik Factlons sectarianism fesesamesdy and for the
pos.tions of the majority in the Fourth Internatioaal, But he
says it is ve:ry hard because while the B.F. makes their material
available the U, Sec. majority resoclutions, world political
resolvi cn, etc, are still non-existent in Peru.

The B.F. realizing that the PRT-POiR unification is now
imminent has suddenly proposed a rapid unification with the
PRT and request§Sthis be done prior to any ot:ner unification,
I had & meet. . ng with the PST leadership. I informed them the
PRT & PO!R where in the trocess of working out a unification,
. PST \wen.
that both the PCHX and PRT had in.icated thep=weee welc.ue to

also join the new Party, but that the PRT woulds not wait for
them,
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The B.F. leaders,especially Tuco, are off-the—wall. They
insist it is the PRT that ic opposed to unification, that they
never expelled Blanco or criticized him publicly etc. Tuco tried
sevaral -i_.esto crovole a blow up at the meeting I had with
thelr leadership which included only 5 of them - 4 . :mbers
of the B.F. and Pedro the general secretary froxYFI--POC. Tuco,

or instarce, .nce agai:n started calling e & cop etc,

o

[
n

By

I exvlainsd to the PSTybased on discussions held with the
PRY ant Poolo Jeadergnipsy that if they entered the new party
the 3B,F. wouvld not be allowed to form a party wit.in the party.

I spelled out for them what this meant. In do.ng this I had

(@]

the advantzge of knowing from the PST leadsr who came to talk
o ao
to me that the PST h s(ﬁﬁVgg%gﬁﬁal camnzlzn by the F --PCU people
criticizing the arvitsary functioning of the B.F., . heir financial
rethods etc,
If t.e PRT-PCHMR unification coxzes off the PST will be
forced to join permitting the add.tion of the FIA-Z.C forces
to the new leacdershin since they will no 1 nger have any
special relati-nship with the Bolshevik Factiion. If the PST
does nct Jjoin it will zrobably undefrgo a srlit cnd most of
the FIR-PUC forces pass over to the new unified party.
Thus it is possible that a new Party will emerge including
the POHZ=-PRT-FPST plus the MRS and CPR., Such a party would
bec me a strong poll of attraction to the centrist groups which
are now entering into a crisis of perspective. Given a Blanco
for president campaign groups such as PSR (Ara_on) ( Aragon is
.novw a minority since M:coist and military elements have blocked
against him) Vanguardia Revslucicnaria and the yinerﬁs Uni n
leacders ac well as so.e of the MIRS would be drawn a_ound our

. . n
orbit and s:oue posslbly‘E%s over to the new party.

2 ot otsbingun



421 the above grousns PRT,PST,POMR,MRS,OPR,PSE (A~agon),
p
VR (most), ﬁihy MIRs,Miner's Union, have agreed to support
Blanco for »resicent. Napuri had a tzlk with Barantes the
chairperson oI the UDP and urged him to conzider the vice-
rresidential spot with Blanco. Barantes said he had refused
\Q"J\"l ‘Mlkr\d

& coalition of Mezoist grouvs to run for themVand th 1t he will

congsicer ruaniug with Bl nco.

Tre PO has tegun a process for holding a workers,peasant,
pueblo jovenes,stuccnt nati nal conf-rence to adont & struggle

_ vrogram. They are dromoting the idea by getting groups to sign
s o s Re hovt o Canfsatamuc N\w«-&h BRo~eg Qa\ qhu“&.\ty .

a Xk call for such a coafcrence to be heid about Mey aayL They
will be eableé to get the seven existing popular ascesblies to
Join the call. They hcpe to force Ledesma into the call etc.
The PRT comrades are hesitanb about this. Scume like Martine
is hostile without 1t being clear why. The others fear the
POXR czn't pull it off, One fear is that the PUMR will try to
give x it &he imag: of a national soviet - that that is what
they are trying tc do.

Unfortumately they (P2T) still will not go and nave a talk
with the POMR - they lack the self confidence. I had a talk to
Napuri and Vill:rezl about this. They deniled the cosnference
has anyth:ings to do with sovietm type formations etc. The truth
in my opini n is that the PCHR would like to have called for
a national populer assembly but has modified its »lans to
adjust to the situation. The main presen: diZfzr.nce between
the PRT and PCii. lies over their evaluation of th. o resent
objecTive situauioéﬁyPRT says there is a down turn &ad no

longer a pre-revoluticnary situation. (C:rrect in my opinion).
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Tae PCHR has a more optimistic judgement of the situation.

Trey place all the emphacis on the CP betrayal for the failure
of the recent strike and not on the general mood of the masses.
( In my opini.n after the failure of the miner®s strike last
October the mass mood shifted towards the elections as the way
to bring down the governmment, APR' is on a big camrvaign saying
the communist left wants to block the elections by provoking
ccnfrontations such as the general strike because they know
that APR: will win. The end result of the gencrals striks was

to re-inforce APRL, Possibly the CP called the strike in resonse

to govermment provocations as the government switches frem
sunport of CP control cf the CGTP to supvrort for APRA n the
unions.)

Napuri tends to see conspiracies everywhere, He believes
the CP czlled the gencral strike ar a conspiracy km with the
goverament -0 have the strike fail., He believes that Politica
Obrera is mounting an intermaticnal camvzaign tc destroy the

CHR and that they have their agents in Peru thrcough the OTR
and mayve in the PRT. He 2lcso believes the Cubans are behind
Ledecsma for President and will provide enormous funds.

On ith'.z last point I got scme independent evidence that
the CP will back Ledesma and that a sericus effort to form
a popular front is under way. Apparantly the CP ind Ledesnma
have had talks with the Cubans - what we haven't done and
are telling peonle the Cubans will back them financially.

Hugo Blanco is in fine health., He was vury disappointed
he was usable to go to the ccnvention in Bolivia, His ex~wife's

suvport suit blocks him from leaviang the country until a
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xxruxes substantial sum ic devosited as bail., Cimrades are

trying to arrange the necessary devosit. He is hopeful

that a unificati:n c¢n be achieved. Ee ics dee;ly*ﬁpstrated

over tne inat lity of the PA7 leadershi

Y pY

3

to get the zurty
orgenized., Tnis fgustration which peﬁetrates deerxly through
the ranis 57 the porty turns into mcre fire wood for wee
Senemtiay- unity vith “ho PCOLZ2,

A fevw minor points from the discussion with the PST
leadership., Tie ¥537 leadershiy says that Greco had no cuthority
to melie & vrcvyosnl for unity at the U. Sec. nme:itiang of Novembe{)

N

Phat che PST leadersnip had never discussed Greco's tarce

coniitil ns and in fzet had never neard aboot it. A1l.o TUCo
refuncs te narticizate in th: Peruvian Commissi o n of the

U. Sec. It did nzt cross my mind to ask Enrique Fernando

4 A

serving -~ the commicssion, & formel 2 tisr

frow <ho centor should be sent tc them to confirm whether they

ars aenbirs or note If ftheyrefuse we should consider adding
&

a centrzl leader of the FIX-POC peo.le - maybe not.

Laztly I had discussion with Nepuri on the "nti-Im erialist

W]

United Front. He doesn't unde stand it. They seexr to be shifting
their position -r adjustingk it so as 20t to block the
unification, They are now using the phrase for a classist and

anti-imperiucliist front.
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