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Dear Larry,

I sttended the bulk of the DSOC convention that was held here
in Houston, Feb, 16-19, The following is a report on what hanpened there,
Just a note: I was unable,due to 11lness jto attend the Monday session,
so I am not sure what happened there,

The public rally held Friday night at the University of Houston
had about 325-350 people present, Convention recistration, according
to a report by the head of the credentials committ=ze, was sbout 200
-~ including delegates, alternates, observerrs and press., Of those,
about 150 were delegates and alternates, The overwhelming majority
of those in attendence were Anglos -- mostly over-30, professional
and public employee types, I would say that there were less than
a dozen Blacks and latinos in attendence,

Michael Harrington, not surprisingly, was the priciple
speaker at the Priday night rally. The cther speaks-s were ’atricia
Ford-Roegner of the Coalition of American Public Employees and Maury
Maverick,Jr., a liberal San Antonio sttorney and long-time Demorrat,
Roegner's talk was on the "tax revolt,"™ attacks on women's rights,
and the "new right," Maverick, who is not a member of DSOC, spoke on
the rise of militarism, end extolled the virtues of such freed-m
fighters as San Houston and Vorhis,

Harrington's speech was simply a preview of the main line address --
his keynote the next morning. I've enclosed a copy of that keynote,
which the convention organizere were gracious enough to print un end put
in the press and delegate kits, so I won't go into great detail about it,
The main thrust o® Harrinston's talks, and the convention as a whole, was
the need for the democratic left, together with oPther nrogressives and
liberals, to challenge Carter in the 1980 elections., Not surprisincly,
Harrington, end Ron Dellums, in his speech Sunday, said thst now is
not the time for a third party challenge to the Democratic Party. .

That DSOC and other democratic left, ~rogressive and liberal forces

had to come togeth=sr to ensure a zhallenpe to the Csrter candidacy within
the Nemocratic Party. Harrington charged that the Democratic adminis-
tration was carrying out Renubllican policies and had subverted the New Dsel,
as evidenced in the national budget proposal. That the only e“fective
challenge to Carter would be Kennedy, and that he (Harrington) would
enthusiastically support such a campsign. That a big problem is that
everyone in the "democratic left"™, progressives and liberals are

"waiting for Teddy", and for that reason, DSOC can't just move ahead

on its ideas for the 1980 elections, Harrington spoke at length about
the need for DSCC not to"wait on Teddy™., By this, he meant that DSOC
s-ould be in the forefront of the search for a candidate to challenge
Carter for the Democratic nomination. What DSOC laid out was the idea

of a fall,1979, conference of a:l "progressive™ forces to develop a _
"Democratic Program in Search of a Candidate." (I kid you not! precisely
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their formulation,) Such a move would be far more preferrable, he
argued, than either he or Dellums, or some combination thereof,
enterineg the presidential race,

The latter seems to have sume supvort in DSOC, Two resolutions
were submitted calling for Harrington to run., O f course, what
DSOC means by a Harrington candidacy is not running an indpendent campalign
to challenge the Democrats, but Harrington and/or Dellums entering
some of the primary elections as Democrats, Harrington felt compelled
to explain that a DSOC campalgn as such was out of the question because
this would enteil registering with the FEC, and thus subject their
members and sunpporters to scrutiny »y the govermment,

At Harrington's urging, the two rasolutions, which came up for
discussion under the plenary to discuss "domestic policy r=solutions",
were tabled and reférred to the National Board,

On Ssturday, Jack Clark (DSCC's national secretary) summarized
a written revort contained in the kits which went over what the organi-
sation had Bone since its last convention and where it had to go., He vlacec
big emphasis on the development of their "Youth Section" and the work
the orpgan‘zation had done on the Democratic Agenda, The work on the
Democratic Agenda appears to be universally regarded in the organization
as the most Important work DSOC has engaged in since 1ts founding.

Among the problems that Clark cited was the continuing lack of
success in Black recruitment to DSOC, As for Latinos, DSOC has set up
an Hisnanic Commission, which is headed by Miruel Rivas, a Cuban, The
commission puts out a newsletter, icSEEeUENENEENEENEED. They
claim to have a local in Miamil that is 90 percent Cuban, although I have
no idea how large it 1s, The Hispanic Comm®ssion was the sponsor of
a Latino Unity night the Sunday evening of the convention, The meeting
was held in the heart of the Chicano community on the northside, but the
bulk of those in attendsnce were DSOC convention participants bussed in
from the Holiday Inn where the convention was being held, The program
was a flop. Count¥ng our own Chicano comrades who attended, there
were no more than 10 local Chicanos present., The program itself was
an emharrassing displsy of adulation of Harringcton and Clark, complete
with fuertes sbrazos for the two and abstract and empty avneals to unity
among the various Hispanic communities, One interesting speaker was
Juan Manuel Rodriguez of DSOC and head of the Union of Cu“an Americans,
He and Rivas had recently been to Havana after 18 ygars of exile, He
gave a strone pitch for ovvosltion to the blocade,%?uerto Rican independence
and against the a*tacks on undocumented immigrants,

I have to nlesd ignorance on what trade union o“ffcials actually sp-ke
at the convention. Several were listed on various parts of the nrogram,
ineluding Hoyce Miller of CLUW and the Amalgamated Clothino end Textile
Worke~sy William Holavter and Richard CGreenwood of the TAM, and a local
official f~om the Onsrating Enrinecers, Mecst of them were scheduled to
speak in several workshons, but since I was the cnlvy one orasent for
that sescion, T could not ~et to all of them, The interestin: fact 1is
that no union offinisl played 2 meior role or gave a ™ajor address,

Most of Sunday's session -- with the exception of Dellums' sn@ech --
was taken up by the discussion and voting on resolutions, After :

dividipe the resolutions submitted into "Domestic Policy" and Foreign
Policy" resolutions, the resolutions committee chair, Ruth Jordan, would
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make a reccomendation on what action should be taken. This guaranteed
control o” what was to be considered by the delegates, as well as stifled
discussion, In fact, many resolutions that were passed were passed vith
no® discussion, on the resolution committee's reccomendation., Most
resolutions aro:'nd which there appeared to be differences, or that were
d=emed controvsersial by the leadershlp were simply referradd to the National
Board, One that was referred was the only resoclution on affirmative

action and thg, Weber case., That resolution was submitted by Harry
Flelschmany sk@=wexs opposed # quotas and gave half-hearted supvort to

the reversal of the Weber decision, There was disagreement expressed
durine the 1ittle bit of discussion allowed for this resolution on the ~ues-
tion of acuotas, The convention tabled the provosal and referrsa it to

the National Board, stipulating that the board organize a discussion
nationally and at the local level on the iesue of affirmative artion

and the Weber case.

Among the resolutions psssed unanimously by the body was one submitted
in Harrington's name to supvnort Marro-~uln's reauest for political asylum,
Hector was given 2 minute to explain his case and was given a big applause
when he finished. A resolution supnortinzg the freedom of the Puerto Rican
nationslists also passed unanimously, despite an attempt to amend the
resolution to delete all refe-ences to the Puerto Rican nationalists
as political prisoners. The person who placedthe amendment before the
body arged that they weren't political prisn=rs because they had
carried out violent acts agains® the government,

The main resolution -- "the Perspeztives Resolution" -- was taken
up last. The resclution was handed out to the delegates just prior
bo its belng taken up for discussion, so very few had had a chance to
read it, It was the result of & compromise, so-called, between 3
perspectives resoclutions submitted prior to the convention., T'nfor-
tunately, I was only given 2 of the 3, so I'm not sure what the third
was really about. One of the res, was submitted hy Clark and Deborash
Meler, and appeared to be the netionsl office's resoclution, The second,
entitled "Present in Every Struggle,”" was submitted by Ben Ross of Boston,
The main thrust was that ™°0C had t» do more than just what is done on
a national level around the Democrstic Agenda, Thsat the locals had to
be free to participate in local struggles, and that DSOC nationally and
locally had to be especailly present in trade union struggles. The third
resolution was submitted bv the "Left Caucus." The person who spoke for
them in the discussion was Bogden Denitch, Denitch expressed the view
that their main concerns were that DSOC had to move away from the
tendency of the or-~andzation to "blur" the distinction betwesen D00 and the
"mass organizations™ it worked in; that DSOC needed to do specifically
soclalists propaganda and other work; that the national leadership needed
to be tightened up to be more e"fective in alding the locals, All the
makers of the three resolutions accepted the "compromise" or "consensuS"
resolution, even though all admitted that they had not had a chance to
really study it. If this "Left Caucus™ had any programmatic differences,
or di“ferences ovar the Democratic Agenda, that did not sur‘ace,

An inte-esting thing in the "compromise" resolution is that 1t calls
for setting up a committee to explore the possibilities of fusion with
the New American Movement, The resolution 8lso calls for s membership
drive to take DSOC from its present size of 3,000 (their figure) to 5,000
in 1980, There did scem to be a lot of grumbline about the need for

more_attention to be gaid to local buildIing, incIuding financial aid to
the locals fpgathe natlonal office, I have no ldea what thelr financileal

A
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stpucture is, but from some of the propossals that were put forward,
it avpears that the bulk of all moneys raised goes to the national
office,

Before T close with our intervention and what other forces were
present at the mnvention, s word on Yellums' kevynote. He gave a very
radical-sounding speech, which attacked the Carter administration, the
Congfess and the Democratic party, especially the libersl Democrats,
He saild 1t was time for "we" me=aning DSOC to "raise our banner", that
"we" can no longer accept being an appendage of the Democratic Party.
At the press conference following his speech, he made clear that now
was not the time to leave the Demccratic varty. That when he leabes,
he wants to be sure he doesn't go alone, That he thinks Kennedv would

be the best challenge to Carter,

OQur intervention

The main axis of our intervention was saround the Marroquin case,
prior to the convention, we had tried to %et permission to set up a
Pathfinder table, but Clark told us only "fraternal orpanizations" with
‘DSOC would have tables, but we could sell the Militant. Among the

Vfraternal organizations” that were there with tzbles wss the Canadian
NDP, the Committee for a Revclutionary Socialist Party (CRSP), the New
American Movement, and the Socialiet Party, USA, We were sble to do =
brisk business at the Marrogquin table, and sold a auantity of pamphlets
by Hector (I'm not sure of the number actually =sold), We got a lot of
signatures on the petitions, and Hector was interviewed by the Guardilan,
and spoke to some other press that was there,

We sold about 60 Militants, 2 PMs, 2 Militant subs, and about 8
YSes,

Among the notables present throughout the convertion were Ruben
Berrios of the Purto Rican Ing#enendence Party, a leader of the Socisl
Democratic narty in Germany, and a leader of I3, who avpesred to
have been Invited as a special observer, I don't know his name, but
he was especially introduced during the convention,

I will try to get an article done on the Marroquin side of the
intervention, If you think there is something else I should write for
the Militant on this convwmtion, please let me know =s soon as possihle,

Comradely,

(OQQA

PS TI've included a mountain of materials I picked up at the convention,
in case you're interested,
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 Socialist author
‘predicts he might

run for president

ngton told the group he is consider-
ing running if Sen. Edward M. Kennedy,
D-Mass., does not become a presidential

told here

Dellums told the 200 delegates from 30
He said, since World War 11, the por-
on of federal taxes paid by individuals
has risen from 48.5 to 73.9 percent, while

states attending the meeting at the Holi-
the share paid by corporations has fallen

the government “the pimp of the eco-
from 33.6 to 14.6 percent.

nomic brothel that is the multinational

day Inn Airport national policies make

wingers

pon't run irom varter,

left-
Although he said he has not “closed corporations.”

Left-wing Democrats must not be Harri
afraid to challenge President Carter or

Q.. the Democratic Party, Rep. Ronald Del-
lums, D-Calif., told Democratic Socialist
Organizing Committee’s fourth biennial

But the liberal member of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus declined — at
Dellums said he has no immediate plans ti
to do so. He said he would prefer that a
liberal senator take up the cause.

Saturday, socialist author Michael

national convention here Sunday.
least for now — to be the one to do it.
the door” on a presidential bid in 1980,
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By MARY FLOOD
Pest Reperter T

Michael Harrington, nationally known
socialist author, said in Houston Satur-
day that he might think of running for
president if Ted Kennedy doesn’t.run and
no other;viable left-wing Democrat
throws a hat into the ring.’

Harrington, 50, isherefort.hefour-day
‘national convention of the Democratic
Socialist Organizing Committee — a 6
year-old-group of assorted activists that -
Harrington'chairs. ¢

He stregsed in a speech to the group
that rather than playing thé “waiting for
Teddy” game, those disenchanted with
President Carter should focus on the
platform they want the next Democratic
presidential candidate to work with.

“] WOULDN'T LOOK for persuading

| Jimmy to be a good guy anymore,” said

Harrington, author of The Other America
and Toward a Democratic Left. He said
Carter’s increased emphasis on the de-
fense budget along with decreasing so-
cial programs spending puts him well be-

bent on government spending in social
areas, full employment, progressive
taxes, national health insurance and
corporate price controls.

- “Jimmy Carter is, in short, engaged
in a war against inflation which is both
socially cruel and econmomically ineffec-
tive,” he said.

Harrington told” the more than 150
delegates from at least 30 states meeting
at the Adrport Holiday Inmn that the
media is pushing the idea that this coun-
try is moving to the right without adding
that there is aiso a movement to the left.

“JUST AS IN THE 19th century, when
there were teetotalers who were alcohol-
ics because of the medicines they drank,
there are many American workers who
are socialists today and don't know it,”
Harrington said at a post-speech press
conference.

He said that socialist goals in areas of

| employment,health and corporate prices

have many non-vocal advocates in this
country who don’t realize what socxalism
really is.

Jack Clark, national secretary ot the
Democratic Socialist group, said Hous-
ton was ‘chosen for the comvention par-

tially be_qauge of thg Spqpigh-speaking

yond the ideals of this socialist group

the group believes there is a place for
Democratic Socialist politics all over the
country.

*“We picked Houston because in some
ways it is the opposite of what we’re for
because it doesn’t plan for people — it
plans for profit,” Clark sald

-HARRINGTON EXPLAINED that at
the core of the socialist philosophy he is
preaching is anti-corporate sentiment.
He said that the best way to work toward
a change in the oil corporations’ hold on
the market would not be to nationalize
oil production but to set up a model

z company and start what he called some

real competition from outside of the
existing oligopoly.

He said due to lack of enforcement on
industrial health issues and environmen-
tal issues, Carter's administration has
been playing corporate politics with
lives. He pointed to stories about dangers
of vinyl chloride found in Houston-area
plants and said intolerable costs of
corporate technology are being paid by
human beings.

The Democratic Socialist group —
‘made up of people from feminist groups,
labor unions, peace groups and some:
minorities — has worked to affect Demo-
cratic policies. ‘“‘Perhaps we're the only
radical American organization in which
we like one another,” said Harrington.

PEOPLE LIKE FEMINIST Gloria
Steinem, black leader Julian Bond and
U.S. Rep. Ronald Dellums, D-Calif., are
-.active members in the 3, (m-member 40-
chapter- group which claims to stay on
the “left wing of the possible.”

Harrington said he really thinks of
himself as one of the worst choices as a
" presidential candidate and he noted that
‘Dellums might consider a run if no
stronger liberal candidates comeé forth.

During workshops and speeches given |

Saturday, Puerto Rican Independence
Party President Ruben Barrios called for
a federal pardon of Puerto Rican nation-
alists in prison for political reasons.

““The fact is — in eight decades of our -
so called ‘special relationship’ with the
United States — you have taught us very
little about democracy and more than we
wanted to know about hypocnsy," Ber-
rios said.

. The Democratic Socialist group favors
the Puerto Rican party’s call for politi-




