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Introductol`y  note  from  the  executive  team  of  the  leader.ship.
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United  Secl.etariat  and{which,  at  our  I'equest,   they  sent  us
a   Copy.

Th€,;   contents  of  the  document  itself  don't  I.equil.e  any
special  explanation.     It  is  clear  enough  by  itself ,  concerning
the  context  in  which  the  actions  of  some  member.s  and  delegates
of  the  United  Secl'etariat  come  in  al'rranging  the  discussion  on
Nic a Iia gua .

We  think  that  it  is  a  piece  of  information  that  the
membership  ought  to  ]mow,   as  muck  fol'  the  inherent  gravity
of  the  method  of  threats  against  revolutionary  Mar.xist  militants
who  are  applying  themselves  to  the  task  of  building  a  revolutional'y
ol.ganization,  as  fol`  the  light  which  it  tbl`ows  on  the  evolution
of  the  differ.ent  I)ositions  existing  on  Nical`agua  in  tbe  Inter.-
national,
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Nical.agua ,   September  6,1979

United  Secretal`iat
of  the  IV  Intel'national.

Comrades :

This  letter  is  to  notify  you  of  an  aspect  of  the  activity
of  the  United  Secl.etal'iat  delegation  in  Nicaragua.

Sunday,   September  2  we  had  a  meeting  with  comrades  Berry
Sheppal.d,  Manuel  Aguilar,  Udry,   Peter  Camejo  and  Fred  Halstead,
at  their.  request,  at  which  they  pl.ofessed  to  speak  in  the  name
of  the  United  Secretariat.

They  began  attacking  us  violently  for  having  sent  a  lette|i
to  the  United  Secretariat  in  relation  to  actions  of  Inembel.s  of
the  U.S.  previously  in  the  8ffail'  of  the  Simon  Bolivar  Brigade.
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August  20.

''The  Simon  Bolivar  Brigade  played  the  role  of  provacateur
With  the  letter  you  wl.ote  you  wel`e  defending  pl'ovateurs."   (Peter
Camejo).    At  no  time  did  they  question  the  facts  describes  in
the  letter  in  their  attacks.

The  coml.ades  went  on  immediately  to  ol.der  us  to  abandon
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the  political  work  we  have  undertaken  to  build  a  party  hel`e
and  to  dissolve  ourselves  as  an  ol`ganized  group.     "Your  line
is  petty  bourgeois,  we  have  to  be  defending  the  sandinistas.
We  ask  that  you  dissolve  your  group"   (Petel`  Camejo).     "We
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The   "I`equests"  rose  in  tone.     "Our  hands  are  free  to  deal

with  you  in  what  ever  way  we  consider  suitable.     If  we  have  to
tl`eat  you  like  devils,  we'll  do  it"   (Barry  Sheppal.d).

The  element  of  political  debate  was  absent  from  this
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In  a  meeting  held  two  days  later  with  coml`ades  Barry
Sheppal`d  and  Jean-Pierl.e  Beauvais,  ue  asked  that  they  I`epeat
for  us  in  writing  theil`  positions  in  the  previous  meeting.
We  welie  interseted  especially  to  find  out  what  is  the  tl.eatment
reserved  in  these  cases  for  "devils."  They  refused  to  put
anything  in  writing,  alleging  that  theil`  positon  was  not  official,
although  they  assurl`ed  us  that  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  U.S.
t;hey  were  going  to  make  it  official.     ''You  al`e  intelligent  and
you  know  that  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  U.S.   our  opinion  is
going  to  carry  weight"   (Earl.y  Sheppard).

The  quotes   (within  quote  marks)  are  taken  from  written
notes  taken  by  us  during  the  two  meetings.

It  is  absurd  that  in  face  of  a  new  and  complex  pi.oblem
to  t|`y  to  impose  a  line  of  dissolution  on  a  Trotskyist  group
without  privious  discussion.     It  is  absurd  to  make  as  a  condi-
tion  foli  pal`ticipating  in  the  discussion  that  those  directly
involved  accept  dissolution  previously.   It  goes  against  all
revolutionary  pl`iciples  that  they  tl`ied  to  impose  a  line  on
members  of  the  Fourth  Intel'national  thl`ough  threats.

In  the  context  in  which we  f ind  ourselves  and  in  light  of
the  facts  related  with  relation  to  the  Sim6n  Bolivar  BI`igade  in
our  letter,  the  threats  take  on  a  much  more  serious  char.actel..

We  think  that  the  U.S.  cannot  elude  the  responsibility  for.
the  actions  of  its  members.

The  delegates  of  the  U.S.  ought  to  explicitly  pormise  not
to  collaboliate  with  the  Sandinista  Front  in  the  pel`secution  of
any  current  of  the  wol`kel`s  movement  and  especially  look  out  for
the  security  of  revolutional`y  Marxists  in  Nicaragua.
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If  the  method  of  thl`eats  is  wl'ong,   it  would--be  much
more  catqst;rophically  wrong  to  carl.y  them  out.

We  are  sending  this  letter  because  it  seems  obvious  to
us  that  t;he  U.S.  is  responsible  for  the  actions  of  its
delegat;es.

Bolshevik  gI`eetings ,

Sara                F6lix


