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Sociali8t  Vorkere  Party
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bear  Coqir.des.

Please  accept  my  resignation  from  the  Socialist .Workers  Party.

effective   immediately.

The  experiences  of  the   last   several  months  have  tinfortunately

compelled  me   to  tnake   this  decision.     Should  I   reinstate  much  of

what  vas  said  during  the  p-convention  discussion  period  atid  at

Oberlin   itself  on  the   gay  question?    I  frankly  do  not  tJi8h  to  do

that.     Iiet   it  be   said,   however,  .that   the  SUP  leadership  had   made

an  initial   error   in   1973   (the  Memorandum)  and  has  only  repeatedly

•ttenpted  to  justify  it  rather  than  change  it  to  coincide  t7ith  a

real  historical-rnaterialist  analysis  of  the  relationship  betveen

the  gay  Struggle  and  the  overall  needs/demands  of  .  revolutionary

Socialist  program  for  the  tJorking  cl.8s.     '.The  turn"  .nd  its

theoretical  needs  have  only  exacerbated  tbe8e  .rror8  .nd  for"-

lated  new  and  more   dangerous   ones   as  Well.

Already  (as  seen  in  the  enclosures).   history  is  proving  you

Wrong  again  and   leaving  you  on  the   sidelines  &§  Spectators  of

these  developments.     This  also  shows  that  in  reality/pr.ctice

the  position  held  by  the  party  is  in  dir.ct  conflict  .tid  opposi-

tion  t7ith  the  gay  liberation  tbo`r\etDent  .t)d  objectively  puts  you

on  the  Wrong  Side  of  the  class-line.

This  .leo  brings  op  the  que.tion  of  itLt.raal  a.nocr.cy  vithin

the  SWP.     For  too  long  I  Sat  and  incorrectly  (tiai`nely)  hoped  th.t

the -b®rr.tiee| of  detnocratic  Cetitr.li.a be£®re  -. -I.  .+oi].tL-

t|ryn.    I  c.a  .o  longer  P.rticip.i .....- ¥P.I.==?:;~?th..i±±:±gLi.I ..,, ;,`iof, +,.` -,-, rj

-`idt.     .>           < ..,.         `.-.
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to  .a  organization  that  b.1ittl.s  .ny  .ttetBpt  ty  I.11or7  coDr.dee

both  inside  .tid  outside  of  th.  p.rty  .3  "oPpont.tite",  .tc.  .nd

this  constant  £.ctional  .ppro.ch  of  tbe  1..der.hip.     (I  be.d  not

bring  up  the  qiore  ".political"  ch.I.ct.rif.tiotiB  tthich  circul.t.

in  the  h&11v.yB  of  Vest  St.  when  ref.rritig  to  "oppoz]etLte" .t. .1. )

This  has  always  disturb.d  ne  gr..tly  .tid  I  c.A  bci7  ..e  the  r.eultg

of  .uch  &n  itrvard/intertml  .ectari.ti  .ppro.ch  to  the  r..1  I.orld

•nd  its  struggles.     (Again  I  need  I)ot  mention  the  tre.ttnent  of  .ny

opposition  to  the  majority  litie  of  the  party  ov.r  the  1.gt  .ix

years  as  I  have  personally  observed).

Perhaps  the  diBcus8ion  around  Cuba   i8  th.` qqlit  convincitLg  .r-

gument  for  resigning.    Here  you  clearly  ..y  to  le8bi.ns  and  gay

Den  that  in  the  "interests"  of  "con8tructitLg  .oci.li.D",  living  a

'closeted'   and  repressed  exigtence   iB   not  too  bad.     Sh&tne  on  you

--you'11   pay  the  political  price   for  this  --.Bpeci&11y  when  the

aibans  themselves  Will  come  forward  With  .  .elf-criticietli  o!  their
osition

and  you'11  be  reneDbered  for  your  opport`iniBtn.

You  force  open  lesbians  lnd  gay  men  to  choo.e  bet`reen  f ightitig

against  their  oppression  and  "building  the  revolutionary  p.rty  .nd

fi.ght  for  8ociali8b"  --you  counterpose  tt`e  ttJo  .nd  this  cotiv.tltion'.

resolutions,  eta.  only  further  confirm  it.

I  choose  to  be  a  "field  gay"  .nd  vilffi.  "bouBe  i.ggot"  for

•ny  organization  -- .Bpecially  for  one  th.t  ..ys  it vill  1iber.t.

ug  .11  in  the  unforeeeabl.  £ut`ire.  tnit  tod.y Will  a®t  .t"gg1.  t.

do   ,0®

"iB`b&cberd  and  retreatitig  position   Will  h.ve  to be  ude

I.clrn  to  oth.r  r.volutioniete   (g.y  .fLd  .tr.L8bt)  t®  .1d  lti  ttL.  I1.-I.='`T:-` ----  :-I-."-`

*.L®Be  g.i|g .I vithib th.  I.£t  Lb (fa?I-1 A-a. ltJ i..t_LT-?-:,feTrfu*¥S~±-ri:fa-

... :...`.`±j-?^.±=1.-i-ij.d.     a
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By  using  the  SWP'.  .rr®r.  ..  1...ca.  t.  I..r. tr -.-.- ct a.I    ``:±-t'££`t3F"ff`..T =¥€=:ape;_a

eerious  theoretical  .tLaly.ie  .nd  .  flgivtltLg  pr®gr.A till  I.  p.t]ed

f orward .

Since  you  have  .1ready  .tarted  .ti  ititeraatloti.I  c.tbp.Lgt)  to  .tL-

8hrine  the  MetnoranduD .tid  lt.  .ticc...or.  .a  the  ".rri.t" .mly.1.

of  gay  oppression  .nd  the  program  to  fight  it  tJlth  (trltt]ee8  the  C.tL&-

dian  developments,   mllippe  ^ndr.&'.  .rticle  LIL Eg!:g±,  .tc. ),   t.[itLg

this  Struggle  public  i8  imperative.    By  doing  .o,  a  r.volutiot)ary

position  can  be  developed  that  links  the  struggles  for  gay  liber-

ation  and  8ocialistn.    his  alone  nece88it.tee  ny  re.ign.tion  .nd

allows  tDe  to  participate  in  thi.  process  --otherviee  uy  mind  .nd

hands  Would  be .tied  dorm  under   "intertial  dl.clplit)e."

As  harsh  &8  I  tDay  Sound,   let  it  be  clearly  utrder8tood  that  I

remain  caritted  to  the  goals  of  revolutionary  .oci.lieu  and  the

program  of  the  Fourth  International.     (Here  too  One  can  hear  a

•nigger  and  8tnug  chuckle  of  contempt  from  cert.ill  coDr.doe  ..

they  read  this).     I  find  no  cotitradiction  bettceen  reBignitig  frou

the  SUP  and  this  coBriitDent.    The  r.volutiotiary  t.orkers  party

Still  has  to  be  built  in  the  U.S.  .nd  lt  tiill  involve  the  re-

groupment  of  many  diverse  forces  as   the  class  8truggle  broadens

and  deepens.

R.   Forgione

cc:  Mike  nix,   I.ewer  H.nhattan
Organizer

gnefr
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fro  York,   H.¥.   10011


