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Freedom Now

I. “Freedom Now”: A New Stage

NDER the banner of ‘“Freedom

Now,” the Negro struggle for
equality has entered a new stage.
This is comparable in significance to
the change that occurred in the 1830’s
when a wing of the Abolitionist
movement, previously dominated by
schemes for piecemeal purchase and
deportation of the slaves, raised the
explosive demand for immediate and
complete emancipation.

The most notable characteristic of
this new stage in the Negro struggle
is the clear and sharp rejection of
gradualism, which is the program,
method and perspective of capitalist
liberalism. Freedom Now is an es-
sentially radical and potentially rev-
olutionary demand. It brings its ad-

vocates, regardless of their particular’

views, into growing conflict with the
White House and the Southern Dem-
ocrats, with the labor leaders as well
as the liberals, with Negro as well
as white exponents of moderation,
compromise and tokenism.

The ruling class of this country
cannot grant this demand. Neither
can it suppress or sidetrack the
movement. That is why a consistent
struggle to achieve it will stimulate
profound changes not only in race
relations but also in class and polit-
ical relations in the United States.

Freedom Now sentiment is generat-
ed from numerous sources: by ur-
banization, industrialization and mi-
gration as a result of which three-
fourths of the Negroes live in cities
rather than rural areas and one-half
outside the South; by inspiration
from the colonial revolutions against
white imperialist domination in Af-

rica, Asia and Latin America; by the
smallness, fewness and slowness of
concessions offered to the demand for
equality; by the conviction that the
rulers of this country will never
grant equality voluntarily or without
pressure, and that their difficulties
in the cold war make them more
vulnerable to pressure; by disap-
pointment in the old-style Negro
leaders and the labor bureaucrats. It
is spurred by the growth of racial
consciousness and solidarity, which
flows from common experiences of
oppression and is strengthened by
historical and contemporary evidence
that the Negro must rely on himself
first of all if he is to make any
progress. This sentiment is bolstered
in some circles by a questioning or
repudiation of the values of capital-
ist (white-dominated) society.

HE results have been a spread of

the Negro struggle into every
corner of the country; a sizable in-
crease in the number of active fight-
ers, with the most important new re-
inforcements coming from the stu-
dent youth, who are not encumbered
by the skepticism, routinism or de-
featism of many of their elders and
are imparting a new vigor and vi-
brancy to the struggle; assertions of
independence, coupled with height-
ened self-confidence and growing
determination that the Negro will
decide his own goals, work out his
own tactics and lead his own strug-
gles; more openly expressed feelings
of mistrust and suspicion of whites
and bitter resentment against pater-
nalism in any form; the raising of


































































