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YOUTH RESOLUTION

Sincc the lest #gtive Yorksrs Confercnce of the ‘Yorkors Party
thie activity of the Sociallst Youth Leaguc has nctted the format ion
" oné consolidetion of four new units, In this period the SYL has
- more thon doublod its size and hos successfully erganized a number
of discussion groups and clubs on campuses., Though these ains have
becen roal, thelr significancec should not be exaggerated., alf of
- their value lies in the proof that student work can be & very fruit-
ful ficld for general socialist ac¢tivity and, more specifically, for
recruitment to the SYL. Organizatlional inefficiency and inexperience
preventcd the SYL in this period from fully benefitting from its
activities on campus, - :

* X KR

4 There has boen no sigpificant change in the overall economic
stotus of American youth in tho past period, .Consis tent with its

.oconomlc starilization the apathy and indifference of youth and

...students towards political organizations, particularly towards radi-
- ¢al and pseudo-radical movemonts rewains substantially the same, Tne

.. only indication of a political 'renascence among youth, espccially

those on campus, vas the Wallace movement . The nature of this move-
ment, however - its poor lecdership and its superficiality ~ combined
with the small Wallace vate and bthe decline of the V%allace Party hes
led to the virtual disintegratlion of the Youth for Yallace movemnent.
hgide from this brief political flwrry on campus, the political. -
relationship of forces has not changed, : : s

This lack of politicalization has its roots in the relative
cconomic stability of the United States. Though unemployment has
increased somewhat, students do not as yet feel the insecurity of a
depression cre when prospects were bleak; nor do young workcrs Who
arc still in & far bettor cconomic positlon thom the ycung WODEC D,
of ten yzars ago feel the economic compulsion to look for a way out
that will make them receptive to the idecas of socinlism. . Nor has
+he tnreat of war and the rcality of conscriptlon evoked any tangilie
rebelliousness among the youth. Tho ipnevitabllity of the war appears
to be accopbed with passive resignation and corscription has affected
oniy a few thousands., : ' :

Phis skeuld net be inmterpreted As Meaning kbet ebjective condi
hiens prohibit & much grester extension of our activities, size and
influence. However, it 45 apparent that operating in this atmospi.cre
the Socialist Youth League can not think in terms of bullding a mass
youth movement eitler o021 campus or among young workers in the coming

.. period, :

. . : . 9

. Thevws 2ps wmany thousesds of young beopis, found mainly on Gampus,
#1o will listen to us with intersst and eventually with sympathy, 211
«f whon.are potential members of our movement, ‘The fact $hat almost
2111 these poteontial youth menbers are found on campus dictates the
sonbinuation of our student orientation.

Our movemont, because -of its small size, will find it more diffi-
ault to inteprrate young workers than students,. To intograte a workor
in any radical political organizaticn it 1s necessary to offer some-
thing meaningful in terms of union activity and direction, On the

1 4.9



R T P S AT I P T T R T

. \
other hand, students, because they are more éoncerned with ideas,
. can be more easily a%tracted and absorbed into the 1ife of our move-

"ment today on the basis of the validity of our socialist ldeas,
Thus, for the next period, our work more than ever must be directed
~ towards the students, It must never be forgotten that this campus

_approach is only a means towards an end; that 1t 1s Intended to
_.build a youth movement of sufficient numbers and competence to act
% as a cadre for a working class soclalist youth movement, - - -

‘:"Agitation and Propagahda Ce .

g The Soclallst Youth Leasgue remains primarily a propaganda group.
" But it has several important advantages over the.party in its ablility
. tp conduct popular agitstional activity.,  The reason for this lles

" baslicnslly in the greater receptivity. of those in our chosen gréna of

- gtudent work as compared with the tremendous obstacles confronting

" a small revolutlionarv parfv which attempts to take the leed in the

. ~working cldss movement. or example, three or four comrades on campus
““can organize a student club which is in turn capaeble of carrying out
gt least a minimum of agitational asctivities: Petitioning, orgeniz-
. ing a committee for student rights, sponsoring agltational meetlngs,
" etc, It 1s obvious that three or four comrades working in a plant -
~ " cannot carry out comparable objectlves. Therefore, the proposal of

. the party Political Committee to recognize the party as a propagenda
organization does not have the same mesning for the SYL, ' ’

.

. Tasks for the SYL

1, Tpe main objective for the SYL in €his périod Is the bullding
up and consolidation of ity wembership and to continué training cadres
fer the party. This means that a higher priority is to be glven to
such routine activities as contacting than has heretofore been the
case in most of éur units and fractions. In general, this also means
that if a youth unit or fraction finds 1t physically impossible to
carry on activity designed to recrult directly into the SYL and

more general socialist work on campug, the former objective is to be .
- glven first considerastion. fecruitment to the SYL in the psst period
has bPeen all too small proportionate to the amount of time and energy
spent in building clubs and dlscussion groups on campus, Emphasis
must be given to iInviting students to SYL meetings, to distributing
party literature on campus and to posing to sftudents more boldly the
question of joining the SYL. : :

2, ‘herever there is a comrade on campus he should think in
terms of building & discussion group or club, Experience has proven
that an individusl, isolated comrade can accomplish this with a mea- g
sure of success., ‘Vhere comrades have managed to organize off-campus » 3
discussion groups they should have as their perspective the trans- 3
formatlon of sich groups into recognlzed chartered club§, thus gaining 3
all the facilities at the disposal of a school orgsnizatlon, ‘

3. e propose to the party that 1t urge all its members on camp=
. us to cooperate actively with the SYL center and wherever posslible

" to function as a representstive of the SYL., In line with this the
perspective of SYL on campus 1s to recrult students to the 3YL in pre-
ference to the party. ‘/herever two or three party comrades are on a
campus, the SYL should maintain contact wlth them and the party
branch to which they belong, with the idea of inltiating a local unit
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~of the SYL, Even where such a unit would begin with a nucleus of
'rarty members only, experience has shown that such e core of party”
.‘comrades orgenlized as en SYL unlt can recruit students with e greater
ease then a party branch, L
o 4. ‘Wherever possible sections of the SYL should engage in offo
cempus work, ‘e should nof become so completely burlied under school
activitiés as to .lose sight of the value of jolning other pelitical
organizations, neighborhood clubs, etc, Also comrades should engage .
in whatever direct. action 1s possible suoh as picxeting, poster
parades, etc. Lk e A . 4 v .

—

[

2 -5, An effort should be made to establish frafernal relations
“with the members of the Young People's Socialist League (youth sec=
tion.of the Soolalist Party). ' The YPSL has within it a strong left<
wing which finds itself at odds with the leadership of the Soclalist
Party. There 1s no valld Folitioel regson why the left-wing YPSL's
should not joln the SYL, . We belleve that they have more in common e
with the.Workers Party than with the Soclzlist Party, particularly
on the basic question of the Phird Camp of Socialism, ‘e should con-
gtantly impress left-wing comrades of the YPSL that our movement 1s”a
~ defbdoratic one in which they can freely express whatever independent
“yiews they have, Proposals should be made- to the YPSL for joint dls-
.cussions and united front activltiea,. e , , ‘

1 6s A publication is indispensable to the cohesion, education

_ end growth of the SYL, Untll we ere sble to publish a national SYL~
magazine, local units should publish their own bulletins and newslet-
~ ters as has been done 1n several units already. Also, comrades work-
ing in caripus clubs should make an effort to impress upon these organ-
1zations the velue of thelr publishing campus magazines, Tphis has
been successfully accomplished in one section and 1s under Way in a
~second, : :
. As a substitute for a pOpular SYL magazlne in the immediate

" perlod *he National Buro should see to it that a regular Educatlonal
Bulletin is published, This bulletin should contaln articles on more
basic theoretlical questions with comrades eneouraged to contribute
artlcles of agreement or disagreement to it., Contributlons need not
be limited to members, Sympathizers and even political opponents
"should be invited to discuss and debate their views wlth us In the
‘bulletin, .

7. Ajthough the establishment of a » natlonal socialist student
federstion has been delayed 1t is norietheless necessary for varlious
soclallst clubs on cempus to 1ntegrate their activity towards that
end,

8. Ve must not lose sight of *he imporfance high school work
as a bridge between the predsminantly student SYL of today end a pro=
jected workingclass Sgclalist Youth League, Some measure of contaot
with high school youth should be maintalned through distributionu
of literature and amnouncements of meetings, :

'J" :
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é?'Political Tasks on Campﬁé

AN 1. The fundamental politlcal role of the YL on cempus 1s

F:" to spread the idesas of revolutionary soclallsm, We must ‘endeavor to

“  meke the student body aware of the imperiallst nature of the struggle
slan blocs end to meke the slogén for

7 ‘petween the American and Russ
the Tpird Camp of Sociallism popular understood and accepted, ;

2, Tpe comrades should make every effort in the next perlod to
“organize meetings protesting the attack on acedemic freedom beling
waged by a number of college administrations, and In someé cases even
by civil sauthorities., The expulslon of teachers from the faculty

on the grounds of membership in the Communlst Party must be opposed
"ag a fronfal Gs§ault upon the democratic rights of all, Comradés
ghould attempt to organize petitioning, rallies and committees to~
' " As s general rule, our policy should be to -

“defenid academloc rights.
' as o all issues independently of the Stallnists,.

"~ fight on this issue :

“ Where tactical conslderetfons dlotaté the necessity of functioning
on.committees together with Stalinists, we must always make ¢lear -
nt for democratic rights and the i

- the differences between our fig
v‘hypocrisy of the Communlst party snd 1ts front organizationse

. 2 3, Our comredes should through thelr propagaﬁda attémpt'to make
" “the students labor-conzious and to explain to them the stake of all -
‘young people in the formatlon og an Iindependent labor party. - o

ngards’a First National Convention \ r f“ NEET S S

.. _Our gosl 1s to call the firsy national convention of the Soclal=~

L ist Youth Léague by the time of the next natlonal convention of the
Workers Party. Within this period, exlsting units of the SYL must

increasc their membershlp and new units must be organized to warrant

this step.

Natisnal Bureau :
‘Sociallst Youth League
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s RKELEY, |
;5 Rackgrourd
£3 The Berkely Unit o f the SY

firesent time, on the University of Cal
niversity of“Californal is a State University with a present envollmant

0 22,000 students about 8,00C of whor are vouverans >f Worid Wap II; De-
Fifs‘pi,te the "small town" tone of Berkelisy, 1t jg motlisolated from the work
nl.ess since?lt i s only two'or three mlles from the industrial, heart of
%ﬂdmﬂa ' o . N .

Wt R . - . . ) . N Lo &
" Tho U, of Cal, has a militent tradition of student action vhich is

Y2 hangover from the huge peace strikes f the latc thirties, Like most .
.rand ‘grant colle ges it has a cumpulsory,. twosysan, RITC course which ever
e but vetertns must teke in order ©o conkinue'in schools During the
thirties thils cumposory ROIC bore fhe Brans of +he concentrated hatred

sof the entlre liberal and rafical student o puldt jon.--¥PSL, YCL, ASU,

ptC o ~~and was passively-disliked by a majority oft the students, At one
“time the sabotage and setive discontent was s: overwhelming that the
atudent body go%t._appoippgd,g commis sion to 1nck intd the situatdon,

T At spadition which at the pre-

e This is just one example of a milit

;sent, time is completely!dea&o“,ﬂhe,8$nerel;atmosbhere on the’ Campus may -

¥ be smummed up in“tbiS‘wayg'_thgﬁffagbrhitiééﬁﬁun the student goverrment,

Fthe' vetprans are a huges cqhéerVatﬁve,’ﬁsophisticated" lump. 90 percent

“of the stugents do n't vote in student &lecilonms, ard almost arl.polim. .
iy ‘a smally vociferous minority. Thls is

I, is concentrated exclueively, at the ,
jfornal Campus abt Berkeley, The

o

tical activity is carried on b

Efthe baokground;againstfwhioh'allipolibigabggggupings must be examineds -
8w, e S, A A P R .. K o
2 Y : wpE T ST T . S
/B, Polltical Growpings and.their Infduenced. -

:-’, . . ; T AJ:,' . .

:1) The Stalinists, The Communist Party'in Cailifornia generally s very.
- gtrong and this 1is especially true in the Oaklamd Area where they aon-. .
“trol the CIO. Around 1935 ﬁhe%looal‘¥0$fﬁé6*mhny'hpndfeds of members
. and was in the leadership of a1l milltant strugeles, . Although they: . ®
. are still the most powerful "hadical ‘group their degenervation may be
- seen in the fact that with & much larger student body they only have an,
. dctive membership of around Fifty students.? Their activity in the Wal- *
.:lace movément has been th&ir high point o f influence- for many years .
- (see below), although during the wer they had a fairly strong AYD, They
;- put out a rather senile monthly newsletter, and have publc meebtings once
= fn -a while, but mostly oa?ryﬂon'their-aotivity‘through front groups be=
entwated among the older student.s
dents Asgso-

hind the 'sceres.  Their gtrengsl is conc
(many diehards), end they have control of the Graduate Stu
ciation tand the Student Wdrkers Federatione. - ' Lo
: : . iy RS R . AP
. _Although the Stalinists can gt111 attract people they can no-lon- .
. ger libue them with the fervor and solflesshess of the thirties, Their
- hard core is smaller and polit ically more bankrupt than before and this
2 1s reflected in the rpoliticel immeturi ty .and naivete of the Stalinist ..
-periphelys Vhat is espeeially significant is the abysmal~ahd,00mpleta;'
vz lgnorance of Russla n soclety which ts now, more than ever befores al-,
“most & condition of membershiip in Stalinlst organizations, Ve have had-
especial success in the exploitation of the "genet ics purge' ,.since
1 and have thrown & scare . .
ing some of their

“most of the Stalinists eve dn the sclonces,

2 into the local C,P, by pulling out, or at. least influenc
members o ¢ IS A

2) sStudents f£br Yallace(Young Prom39§§ivegl; In this area, this was an

exceedingly militent, well-organized, snddynamic youth organizatlon,

A s 53

bl Y T PRt ey




T ———————~S—r, - —
)

wh :‘?.’-v'f W -t

e

 ~ompletely controlled and dominated by the Stalinists, It reached a
(It around 700 book marbers but was nover a porular movement in the

1eal sense of the term--having to use publicity stunts in ordey to make
1t self known, Since the electlon flasco 1t has declined to ar&und 150

.

. prok menbérs and is largely a paper organizatior held together by Stalin

1c © glues

7\ Students for Democratic Action. A small but fairly influentlal grou
Las competent faoulty advisers, members in influential positions on the
student paper, but of course conducte no mass political worke A sub-
stantial group of its left-wing merbers are beginning to gravltate away
from sympathy for the Stalinlsts towards the SYL, :

4) AVC, Pairly Anti-Stalinist in its political complextén, the student

chapber 1ls otherwlse small and uninfluential and has not even scraped
the surface of the veteranss ' e o B
5y YPSL, SLIﬁ#;AYD, World Federalistg; etce The YP&L and the SLIDdo
not exist and the AYD has long ago abso-bed into the Wallace movements
A short lived "Students for Thomas" movement folded the day affer the

- glection, T he World Federallsts are "nice people" but are politi-

cally inept and have no membcrship, There are only three distinget
1iving tendencies: The Stalinists (Young Progressives, Stud., Workers

Sump———

- Pederation, and other front groups ), the S.D.As (AVeC, and inflwence

on the papsr), and the S.¥.L.
Cc. Histery of the Berkely Unif SYL - S

The Berkeley YL, during its two semesters of exiStence; has gained |

in p restlge and influence but not in membership, It has completed the
followling activitiess , : A :

1, Two street meetings against the . draft, Received p ublicity and acke-
kriowledgement from a passive but not t oo hostile public, o

2, Successfully expesed two Stalinist front groups by our presoence.
Recrulted an AYD Exec.-Bonrd mernber by merely stating 3rd Camp p@gsliion,
3, Organized and led a heterogeneous antiestalinist caucus in the Stud-
ent Workers Federation which vied with the stalinists for coptrels. Are
now active in this orgmnization despite Stalinist control, =

4, Did the usual propaganda work thru leaflets, public meetings, and
debates, Started to sell Labor Action regularly but have discontinued
for laclk of resultse The paper docs not attract students,. L :
5. Started a local "Politics Club", which degenerated into a talkw-fest
and which finally folded after the election since 1ts main program was
for an Indep endent Lahor Party, VWasted a lot of time on this venture
and aro undecided about attempt ing another start. ’ i

6o Have held regular (but not welleplammed) Sundaynight discusséons
and lecturese. Regular attendance of about 15 people, some of whom were
Stalinlst. sympathlzers and SDAerse In general we are reécognlzed by the
"political public", as a definite tendency end our size is usually much
overestimated by our opponents, S '
7. Our relations with tke S,F. Branch have been excellent and frulovful,
Thé Branch has cooper:tted closely and has helped they nit 1n distyriou-
tinns, in classes and publlic meetings, and street meetinge,

D, Perspectives for BerkéleyJS.Y.L. #

.

l. TIn general, we have Suffered from ineffic iency and slight delusions
of p olitical grandeurs Uncoordimated, unintegrated, and generally badl

54
e

et

aaaia Gl

Lk el ik st




i, ot
: -

rlermed end followed-up activity has resnited in noteriety but nés Pem .
sutipant. We have wasted time in agltation ard in attempting tc leed

. 1w Mo

siwient Workers Federation and to inisrvere 1ln all prlitical Llsuies
" erganizations with .equal emphasis, Ve are now gting ho -eencsnirete
Zonipyopagandaw«classes, public meet jrigs,. scelalig~»on, bdiiding the & L- S
“@%cectly through individuel contachlng end will spend lsss:of oup offort
wom-bimseconsuming acti vity ‘which does not result in en. increase in.msm. . -
berghips B T T S T N Y T W
24:-¥Wo mow intend to put’out; & ong. ‘page- monthly newsletter called "The .
samuus Trotskyite". ‘Thisisheet will-be:lapgely propagandistic’ but will
& eeniainsone local "ﬁ{iti@ﬁ%pi?Opzqs,gls_;‘;_andz,l-oealx-.m‘ws ».vIn dealing with

“the-students 1t will’' go on, the.theopy thal 1t 1s bettér to &spproach them
in-a giréct -theoretical way end npt.to attempt .%o mbve them by aglbation
3, We.whll contimié o haVe.people. in:the "S§tudent Workers Federation',
- which-up to.now: ﬁ'g.-t',ﬁazf»gq]q;;gqxj‘npqs_s,d_.;ofx.politicro‘s,: .to help.build the or-

ganizatipn and to ‘m'event.flie Stalinlsts..from using it“as a recrulting
age:nGY&“;'f WA ‘,”‘ s 3t,’£$‘-§1‘~. Cr T o Sroe DR T L S
4. To0 mawy of “dub rew:mamwbers:Have. joined the W,P. instead’ of remain-
ing in the ‘Ss¥.L,  This .cenyradicts’ the.purpose of the  Youth section
which to be :really guccespi 1. mus £ beomore: ther a: récruiting agency for
the party. - We will® atfems to have clese po:L:I:t,;Lcal relations with the
party with complete orgmizatiopal: and.! social' “independence, Only in
this way will a youth group peally regulbii. o' ~vi 5 & o o000
5¢ A close:sympathizer of :the S.Y¥.L, is.npw. going to an Art sahool -
in Bérkoley, ‘and thére “may bé .4 chance to. start erother Unif in this
area,. . In-any case," W_e*’j’,s_haj);l'jwatch; closely :any: opporsunites to get starte
4n the loma 1 high 'bchidols’ end technical schools whrere the working class
youth are concentrated,  It.ds 4if fleult’to: get: 8tartdd in these areas. -
and-the SyYel-s Natidndl Bureau should spend some: timé on the techniques

-

. of starting new unitse . . . N T T
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. BUFFALO UNIT

" Org anized last Ssptember, the bulk of the work and mambership of the Buffalo
.unit steamad foomm k= University A, the largist of thres universities in the city; wh
‘with & stussnt body of approximately 6,000, Despite ths extrem2iy liveral adminiz-
tration with no restricitions whatever on student activity,; this carngun is overvhelmid
ingly non-political. With the excsption of the Young Progrescsives, tor only dis-
cussiog group ON campus has bssn as a non-partisan discussion clib., e to a good
“local publicity, timing of subjecis for discussion, and th= use ¢f Jroifa8eors a s
dzscu551on leaders, the PIC =stablish°d itself as ths stusdat forum cof ths uriversity.

5 Th° SYL was orgainizsd off ths campus to includ= members from oths r uwniver-
‘gitiss and young workers. Studsnts from the PIC at University A were invited to
.come down to mestings and the response was gratifying. The unit began to recruit
‘actl grow. All this occurred in the pre-election period as well as scveral weeks im-
meciately thereafter. Following this period, however, a difinite lull set in. IN
.an attem>t to arouse the interest of ths students, the Unit issued a newsletter —-
gitected specifically towards a group of students that had recently left the rarks
‘+-0Ff the Stalin 1 sts. The newsletter was generally well recisved on theg gampus, tut
the attendancs at mestings continusd to fall off. In adiltionk, the attendance at
 PLC meetings has considerably fallen off, and ths generel indifference towards
 politics that previouly characterized the vast majority of ths student body. ssems

" pow tc havs infscted those whom we previcudly regarded as the "politicals" as well.

' It should be. adibd that ths Young Progressives have not met for rouths and heve not
‘been heard from’ for ths same period of time. The original perspsctive of the SYL was
“to initiete the formetion”of & broad socialist club on campus, but this perspectivs
will havs to be postponsd for a while at lsast. The group will coantinue to work in
tha PIC as a forum. The only new development has been ths srection of a civil 1i™-
_ortiss committes, consisting of liberals, Wallacoitos, Stalinists and SYLers for

the purpos: of guarding against violations of acadsuic fresdom.

One of th2 major problems confronting the unit has besn ths fac t that most
of the msmhers are nswly arrived in tpolitical movemsnt. Consequently, individ-
val =duc ation has bisn onz of ths major tasks of the unit. Attempts wers mads to
involve gli. of the mambers in th2 organizational work, while thsir thsoritical dev-
elopment was progressing. Chairmen wers rotatsd at svery ms2ting; a ten minute
perisd was institutad bsfore each razgular cducational, entitled "Culture Corne r" --
in wnich th2 newar members read litsrary sslsctioans or gave film or book reports.
Each member was required to "specializs" in a specific topic in ords r to write an
:- articles and give an 2diacational. Educationals wers given on organizationsl struct-
3 ers and dsmocratic centralism. In addition to this, ths unit is to be split up
' into smaller groups for the purpose of rsssarch in various theorgtical preblems.

L The SYL unit works very closely with the party branch. Large mestings, as

P are most soc ials, are joint mestings with out of town spaaxars. SYL members ars

ancouraged to attend branch meetings regularly and there is no lack of interest 1n
braasch acbnvity despite the industrialized charactzr of the branch.

An attempt will be mads to sater University B, whers we are representsd, but
where no activity of any kind exists. A leaflet distribution will be made by a
rurber of students from University A inviting thess from B to a joint mzeting. If th
thisz is a*t all successsful, an attempt will b made to do thz sams thirg at several

high schcols. ’ '

The major task of the unit is now to fully integrats those who were rscruited
whils continuing to participate ip the fow arenas open to ths unit for further
recruitment. The inital wove of recruitments that followsd shortly afis~ ins
foraal organization Bf the unit is over -- it did not sth without taxing soie aembers
with it -- and the o2riod of consolidation is under way. J;C:

..8-‘
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LHICAGO - : . :
- Thradgh the effurts of Worxkers Party members on the campus of the’
tmiversity of Chicagy a unjt uf the SIT was organized late in Decembel's
. Although Jess than haif or the QYT members are U of C students the meln
.~ interests and sctiviivies of the unit are centered around the university
" and its neighborhood., ~ , o .

... . Since i1t® inception the unitis activity as a group has been limited
‘+o weekly discussion meetings on various political topics. At present w
‘are concluding a serles of a5 scussions bazed upon Shachtmants "Thé Fight
For Soelalism", We have had to devose a certain amount of time to orgarn
jzing ourselves, consclidating rew members . dividing responsibllities,

. and ma king plans for future antivities, Our discussion meetings by and
¢ .Jarge have been on a high ievel and have been gquite successfule’ Several
=" contacts joined the SYI. chrough these discussions and a numbder of other
- outsiders have been brought cloger to us,

"’ The age of théigfdup”is ﬁéﬁﬁgsﬁaVefage about 19 years. . Eight peopl
- are students or work ab the university, two are students at Roosevelt
.College and the remainder work or study at various piacesc o

B The Chicago unit is today confronted with the probiem cf getting on
{ts own feet, It has an excellent core of experienced peouple Who are

capable of givigg it the necessary education and lea2dership. It must

- NOwW break out of its isolation as a group and establish itself -as an ac=
‘tive and vital sccialist youth group. Tied up with this is the necessit
for develop ing an integrated social life for its memberss We have con~

. sldered these problems aad have made plans for overcoming them, - I

, Tn the next few weeks we plan to hold our first public forum-social
at a meebing hall in the university neighborhood. Extensive preraration
will be made to bring in outsiderse We also plan to set up an SYL chap~
. ter on campus under whose auspices we can hold forums and public meeting

~and yet have the benefits of university facilitiesa ‘

- Our possibilities for recruitment are very good, We have contach
- with members of the Hashomer Hazier and the YPSL as well as individual
~ students; Unfortunately, we lost an excellent opportunity to recruit
from a group of young factory workers in December, But we were not in
~a position at that time to cash in on this, - e g

- Thé principal arena of activity for the unit 1s the univérsity of
Chicagos The mature and extent of our activity is a result to a large
degree, Of the efforts of Workers Party members during the past year ane
~a half, In fact, most of the SYL members on campus and some Who ave

joined during recent months were recruited by the WP fractions

- The most important achicvement on campus has been the building of
the Politilcs Club, The club was formed over two years ago by members of
the Workerws Party and the Socialist Wearkers Party on campuse. It p on-
sored a few imeffectual activities, remained {solated and unknown, &and

floundered around amidst sharp disagreements between us and the SUP

At the beginning o f last year we reorganized the group which then
" consisted of six members and sympathlzers of the WP (the SWp in the mean
time pulled out and formed their own larxist club). We promptly pro-
ceeded to launch ourselves into a serles of activities which gradually
brought new members to the club and brought it forward as the most prom-
inent left-wing group on the campuse We defined ourselves as a socialis
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group, Independent of Moscow end Washingtca and {or the third cume Ve
neld eversl club discussion s to which frieitds were invited and vhiel
Jore moderately euccessivl,y A series of wellonadverticed pubile mocting
wiitch were among the most succesrf™] ooth in renchbion and ulse o)l a i
erca of any held on campus soon brcvant us out 1:.50 the open,  Va spmue:
scred p eople who we felt had gencral a:yrasment with the Poliklc: Club
stend or who had something of speciez. valie to offer us. Therefore, vui
meetings varied, with o eakers ranging from I'wight Macdonald and Abba
Lerner to Manny Garrett and Max Srzchirang These meetings were always
" well liked and drew 1arge crowds avevaging throuash ths year D0 ner nee
‘inggv' . . . v . . ’ ’ )

o The club also held a number of vsry succesafui holise jeipe rties g0,
.‘MOVleS, the profits of which have perwluted L8 to buy an eLu(tf1C Trimzes
ograph machlneo :

: , During the course. of the. year the character of. the club chpnged an:
consequently the nature of club ‘activities became broadera ‘The ciub
changed from a paper orgenization to a"live and genuine socialist club.
The menbershilp grew to twenty-five people many of whom were alive and
active pfeople, This year our membership expanded from a September 1ow
of 15 to 40 It consists of people of every souialistczowplexion.w Tne
Politics Club is known throughout the campus and has galned & blgu re~
spect among the student body end the faculty. . - v

~ Oné of the flnest accomplishments'of the club has been the pvellm
cation of the "Student Partisan". The develgpment of the club So'a -
large extent can be traced through'the improvement in the magazine "itsel
About seven hundred. coples are sold on and off the campus and many cf
these are passed hand to. hand through the residence halls, cooperatives,
etce - Many friends and sympathlzers ‘first became acquainted with the
Politics Club through the mnagaziné’, It is known not only to students
but to resildents of the neighborhood and ‘members o the faculty (mary
of whom hdve offered to help us in oné capacity or another).

Early this year a broad, progrespive anti- stalinist slate was or-..
ganized for the Student Assembly election, The Politics Club was invi-
ted to place ten names on it all of whom were put into of fice by virtue
of the slate's clean sweeps The club asgembly members constitute a size
tble fraction of the body (second only to the Republicans!) and are in-
strumental in fighting agalnst the Republicangt efforts to keep the
. assembly "non~political”, Our efforts were responsible for the passage
of resolutions which supported the Qlivet protest and a student~United
Public Vorkers! effort to bloc university union busting. Several clao
members form the magorlty of. the all 1mportant civil llberties comml-
ttee in the assembly, : :

The ¢lub has been active to a . greater or lesser extent.in numbrous
action" cﬂmpelrﬁs. We . partlcipated actively in tle campaign to bring
job equallbv vo the State Street department stores, . We drummed up 8 ylil--
pathy for the fight, contributed financially, ‘and regularly brought pi-
Ckets to Goldblattls for a long period of time., We were active in the

tudent sirike spainst discrimination ' in_the university medical school
rﬁ hospitael, in the Olivet caso, efce. For the past year we have leen

U‘intﬂd witis dlmOot every worthwhile effort on.campus (from the

Peut strike to book oollectlon far Prenkfort Un niver'sity studen®s ) s

i

. Wo heve conujnually harassed tre Stalinisfs and have had the Plade.
sure of secind them lose power arid sympathy. We helped dislodge them
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£acm the ir control of Studnet Assembly and no doubt we have influenc=1
-~ xtv p2ople away from their point of view, DVuriag the sammer wa rdl

2 -5 a committee which they organised and ran for thepurpoece cf oo
;g ageinst the arrest of the twelve, Our proposd. Ho inviice Aloirl
-~ iran to their big protest rally was supported end passed by v Too
g+z 'inists present and the stalinists at the last moment vi thdrsw »rou
1he meeting to the enbarrassment and anger of the faithful Wallasastes,

L)
3

zine folded under them, and the Wallace movement (the UofC chaptet w
the largest student Wallace group in the co untry) has turned in130 8
open battleground between them and the Tugwell-Ebby liberals. Ths
3talinists have a large fraction on campus but their propcrtionate ef.
tfectiveness is small, ' - poAT T e =

‘They have lost control of the.campus'paper, the campus humor magh..
Y.

Last year a small YPSL run soedalist club lived an almost unimown
. existence apart from the students, ‘This year the club has done nothiag
and at their first organizational and only meeting of the year moat ol
their time was devoted to discussing a proposal to dissolve and joir %:e
politics Club, Through the concerted efforts of the YPSL national cr-:
ganizer at the time and his renchmen the motion was narrowly defeated;
nowever, those YPSLs who were interested in participating in actlvity
have since joined the Politics Club and the- ocialist Club has contin-
ued to live ~ on paper. . o - ' o

The "SYP Marxist club led an exlstence. similar to that of the Social.
ist Club,  Eventually, seeing that they were in a blind alley the Marzi~

club dissolved. Half of their people joined the PoliticsVClub.

Club members are now playing an active part in the formation of a
campus Kutcher Defense Committees - o . . :

- Our comrddes have Iartioiﬁated in other activities outside of the
Folitics Club, The UofC chapter of the AVC has been the scene of cor-
siderable effort where many contacts end friends have been mades

We were instrumental in founding the Committee to Defend Academic
Freedom which not only orgmized the campus protest in the Olivet case
but also coordinated and ran the midwest motorcade. ‘ '

The most recent eectivity of the Politlics Club was a campaign cen~
tered around a protest against Allied occupation policy in Germany e
The wintér Lssue of the "Student Partisan" was devoted entirely to 2 dis
ous sion of the German problems The club held & serles of discussions ¢t
maxed by a highly successful public meeting on Germeny. Along with &
representative of the Politics Club we had several prominent facultwy
pevple spesk before an audience of .slightly less than three hundred
people, Although our collection spealer fdiled to show up a simple re--
quest from the chairman drew fifty dollars for Germen relief, Simil~
taneously, we sart out a letter to the entire faculty, signed by ovir
twenty faculty people, requesting financial assistamce in our drive “or
Aerman velief. A very successful soclal was held whose proceeds also
went to rclief. The campaign had a considerable amount of politica-
eZrnificonee inasmuch as 1t focused light on one of the most cructat
political mestions of the &Y. We found considerable interest for
sur program among faculty end stud orts

e

If the situation at UofC seems bright it is almo st the opplsise
at

2t Roosevelt College. We had a large paptyeyouth fraction there 12

- 59



. wear which has yractically disintegratcd. Several people left schocl

,} ar.t 2thers dropped out of the pu¢+y° A poud bit of work was 900 Toos

. w.ar 3 several successful mectings were neld and two Issvses of a 1o,

Y. vire were put outs In the meantime, partizipation in the scclaiist

S aieb which we shared with several other groups fell off charply. 03
Jefialist club of Rom evelt College is today practically defuncw,

= The YPSLs had a little spurt vhich grew out of the Thomas campalsy.
. and they set up their own organization. However, they.found thaw &ail
. moof things come to an end and they are now prostrate- several of thstr
)Pcple have receﬁtly left in disgust, , : ‘

Roosevelt College does present enormov : pos 31b111tieso At precent
w6 lack the necessary orgmizational forces to rejuv1nate the socialiast
slub and capitalize on the situation, It is hoped, however, that cec..
- +ainly by next fall with the return.of experienced comrades Roosevels
.+ nan again be the fruitful field it has been for us in .the past,

o In addition to regular campus actlvity the UofC fraction undertoo“
5 rpsponsibillty for making contact with soc ialists and WP sympathwbere
on other campuses in the mldwest. Our most successful efforts wers in

..o and sympathiyers in the University of Wlsconsin. The group fell apirh
+ during the summer and unfportunately the Koy peOple did not return to
'school in the 1l and the group was not reformed, During the past

¥ vear contact was established with YPSLs at several midewestern univerw
. sities (Illinois,. Minnesota, Wisconsin) in connection with the Politics
= Club proposa 1l for a natlonal student. socialist federation - many of

- them were 1nberested, prticularly people in Wisconsin but with its
fallure. to eventuate contaect with the YPSLs was suspenieds

S 8 poople both in Chicago and at Olivet played an important role
in the Ylivet College strike ang the subsequent student protest mectings
An SYL menber was on the central strike committeg in Olivet and did an
excellent job; in a short time he mnaged to male a numbér of fine con-
tacts and gain consiferable prestige as a politbcal and strike leader,

~ Unfortunately, he had to leave school before we could bring pressure to
" bear from Chlcagﬁc So"enﬂl weeks after the strlkg began & very demora..

. lized and almos t ineffectual ‘strike Committee in VY1livet began to pour

- responsibility for national student sipport into our laps, Contact with
twenty midwestern schools where groups had sprung up to assist Olivetb

- students was maintained mmd coordinated by the Cormittee to Defend

©  Academic Freedem at the UofC, The group was.controlled by the & "and

. ourselves, Plans, money, contacts, press coxerage, spedkers, etce f'ov

t“e midwes?t studenb motorcate to Olivet and the protest demons tration

Were arranged htlvﬁ

With tho. comnleue nofeat of the str iking student in Olivet almost
the entire student bedy left or is preparing to leaye sc hool, Our oo~
rades in Olivet along with the best contacts were smong those who mi-

ra ed en masse to Mexico City College, Altho we have had no contacc
with them recently wo'lre confident that they have beer able to mairtein
'henr small discussicn group ﬂnlch they transferred several ‘thousand
iwiles £ a new school. :

. 6.0

v~ Madison where last year we organized a small discussion group of friewmls
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iLEW_YORK ~ CITY WIDE

The main city-wide activities of the N.Y. SYL in the past period have bzen muet—
;nzs vnder the auspices of the thrse units. The city-wide meetings are hzld or =n

avarage of once every six weeks, and the preparations for them are relatively exten~

‘dive. At our last city-wide meseting, for example, we distributed 5,000 copies ol

LABOK ACTION with lsaflets announcing the meeting pasted on to each paper at
collegss and high schools; this in addition to a city-wide mailing. The recponse to
these meetings have veried considerably, our most successful one being a meeting on
the war question at which comrade Shactman spoke to 100 youth.

The New York SYL- has recéntly concludsd a series of classes. Ths subjects
were; (1) Principles of ‘Leninism, (2) Economic Analysis of Capitalism, (3) Recd-
ings in Marxism. Attendance &t each of the first two classes varied from 15 to 50,
and at the third class from 5 to 15. Th2 classes have not as yet borne fruit in temis

of new members, but it is yet too early to say whether this will remain the case.

The main oriéntatibn'ih"ihezﬂéw‘YorkAéYL has been towards the campus. We have

~managed to build six recognized clubs on five campuses, end are participating ac-

tively in an anti-war club organized by left-wing YPSLs on another campus. Thousgh
this is undoubtedlhy a real accomplishment,. the comrades should be aware of the faz?
that we have sxtended olrselves considerably, .and consequently find it difficult to
kesp each of thess clubs in & healthy functioning condition. On= of our main

diff icultizs is that of getting speakers for club meetings. For reasons not of
our own mzking we have to appeal almost exclusively to party coarades to speak

on cempus. As campus mestings ars held in the afternoon, all working comrades are
eliminatsd as possible speakers. This narrows down.potential speakers to party fune-
tionaries and unsmployed comrades, particularly the former. However, the party

functionariss have been'particularly reluctant to speak at campus msetings. A
numbsr of times plannsd meetings on campus had to be called off for -ths lacy of a per’,

spsaker to address mesetings on campus, audisnces of which usually vary between 25
to 50 students. Frequently, comrades from the party are recruited as spsakers on
almost a psrsenal basis.  If the cliibs are to continue functioning it will be
necessary for all party functionaries and other capable comrades with free time to
cooperats in a more tangible way with SYLers on. campus. -

The New York SYL has also ovaer-sxtendzd itseslf financially. Not only do SYLers
bear the financial brunt of ths campus clubs, but they must provide expenses
for leaflets and mailings for SYL meetings. The situation is becoming increasingly
intolarabls, and unless somz means are found by the SYL or by the party to provide
. largsr and regular income above dues, it will bscome necessary to sharply delimit
eur activity on and off campus. o o ' s T

On the N.Y. campuses, our comrades with the Socialist Clubs ars pressing for
tha fedsration of these varicus student organizations. It is felt that a N.Y.
socialist Student Faderation would facilitate the growth of each of the affiliated
clubs. A feaderstion of these clubs chbuld publish a student magazine which would
serve as a socialist propagenda organ, and which will help to integrate the clubs
in the federation. A N.Y. Student Fsderation mey wsll become the focal point of
a Yational Sccialist Student Federation. . . C

FIGHY UNER o | - - :
The Bronx Unitl!s activities include the following: (1) the fraction at ths

7 ¢llegs of the City of Naw York (CCNY), (2) The fraction at New York University (zYIY

ond (3) Off-campus activities. : : I '

L. The CCNY Socialist Club made considerable prograss since it was formed. This
srogress has not been so much in recruitment to tha club, or to the SYL as it has
“een in building up the following: - a reputation, and influsnce for its mzmbers.
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#.r cxampls, the club has been given onz of thz best rooms for its meetings, and a
s lotin bosrd for its exclusive use. Th2 invitation from the SLID for us to join
i - despite the fact that Trotskyists were bannsd from SLID membership at its last
wational conveniicn - is indicative of ths progress we have made. There is every
r2ason to bzlieve that the influence of the club will continue to grow in far greate.
croportion than its membership. ‘

City College is not the sams radical hot-bed that it was ten years ago. The
conservaties on campus are stronger than they'vs ever been in this period. The
left wing anti-Stalinists are likewiss weaker. The old YPSL (Fourth International)
had in its hey-day 40 members on the City College campus; today we only have aa
fraction of this number. The de,- politicalization on campus naturally has its ad-
verse affect on the numbsr of studsnts who attend mzefings of political clubs.

Ths averags attendance of the club in which our comrades are active is 20, and has

never been more than 45. The same holds mors or less for the SLID, which is the onls

other Socialist club on the campus. Thers is little prospect for significantly in-
creasing the attendance at club msetings: the political interest simply does not
exist. However, there is a possibility of jcoint activities between the two
Socialist orga nlaatlono which might have a salutary affect on the student body!s in-
terest in the clubs, and facilitate recruiting members to the club and to the SYL.

2. Th=2 club at NYU was formsd last semester, From its very nnceptlon, it was torn
hy factional strife which handicapped the functicning of the club. Initially the
factionalism was betwesn the Social Democrats and ourszlv s; the Social Democrats
insisting that the club exclude 211 Trotskyists from membership. When these propo-
sals were defsated, the Social Democrats lost hsart and left the club. Following
this, a factional struggls devslopad bztween members of the SWE and SYLers. The
SWP has & large fraction on thz campus, and they were for a time being at least
much bsttar organizsd than oursazlves. It was clsar that they intended to "take the
club ovar" st the elections held on March 17. They wers so confident that the club
would be theirs that in an SVP internal bulletin it was announced amid much fanfare
that ths SEP fraction at #YU had organized a club! This of courss was not true,
but thsy meant that the club which our cowmrades were instrumental in organizing
would be takesn over by the SWP. It bzcanmz obvious that if the SWP were to win thez
slections for the exscutive commlttee, thzy would make it difficult for other
Jocialist tendenciss to sxist within the club. However, at the election meeting
which was attsndsd by over 20 club members, the SWPers did not win any of the

three posts! '

Berause of this intense factionalism, the club did not recruit new nembers.
stadenls who were interssted in the organlzatlon wers repellsd by the bickering.
enother unfortunate result was the inability of the club last term to hold mors
than two forums. This semester thsz club has already sponsored one forum and now
%ith the 2ldctions over, it can reasonably be expected that the club will he able
ts mest more regularly and gain members. Ths Socialist Club is the only socialist
srgapizetion on ths NYU campus, and this clear {ield should makes it easier ¢ ac-
“onplish these objsctives.

2. The Bronx Unit is only a semi-independent, functioning closely with the Manhait-r

unit, The unit meets every other Sunday in its designated borough. It's meetings

o far have attracted very few nonmembers. This must not be understood, however,

& denoting failure. The unit has been mseting for only a few months, and on an
veiing which is p=rhaus the worst one for getting youbh and students to attend.

- Th2 main activity of the unit aside from fractions is leaflet and Labor Action
‘isiributicns at high schools and colleges. Many thousands of leaflets and parers
nav2 been handed out with the objective of building up a meaningful contact list.
Sevsral interest blanks have been .returned from these distributions, though we have
ot recsivsd .s many returns as had b2zn expsctad. Asides from dibtributiond, “ha ol
otyver off-campus activity is contacting, which hes not been adequately car-izd on.
“rough uttendence at forums by contacts has bssn small, mambsrship attzndance has
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u:unlly beezn 107 ssreent, rnd discussion are good.

Tae unit has the parspsctive of working with a grou) of left-wing YPSLs who
wars 1t tas hsud of a rscently dissolvad Bronx Circle of the YPuL. The unit will
droros2 a23tiags and discussions and activities under auspices of the Y?SLs «nd the

1 ik

o

S¥us If tuis ocn be accomplished we will not only help revive o lsft-wing ¥YPSL 1
circls but «ill meks for mere harmonious, relations betwesn bota youth grouss, : :
~‘.0)-aiau u) tn= 39331b11itv oP evan - gr°ate¢ intagrdtion of the tr ‘0 grou)s. 3

) uu .\Lu 'IJ. c N UNIT

- A6, .ith the other New York units ths aetivitles of the Manhatten Unit rovolva 3

s waouac the eampus. Thsa unit is’ in charg= of the functloolno of tio frﬂcti)n :
»Coluunld .nc Qu ns Collvs-. . .

1. socialiat club was orgwnlaed on thb Goluabia Campus «t tqs bssinoing of les 4

uaﬁibt*lo» yost of ths initial work was cerrisd on by our fraction of SYL ond Jarty o

otuusnts, When the club vwas first orgqnic ed, it shoi.ed »rosjyacts of numbrical 3

HTOntne  Howsver, thiogs did not asvslo) as °X)°Ct°d auz in laxga Jsurt to the fact

. thot som: of th= party comradss in the friction did not {fodlow through in thzir
initisl drive and spthusiasm to build a club, Ths club hus . m2abershi; of 15 today.
dJut ths club has hsld‘s number of sgecessful forwns ~ 9 )UJLlC x22tin s sincs

it. incsption - with the att°ndanc° varying from 15 to 5.,

s

i«

) ’W“l“‘i’"ﬂ“ i

The cluo at Columb1~ has real po;ulbllltl-w. Tn- cod‘.dsu working
‘ia thz club ars particulurly compstent and perieneza,  Tnz studsnt boay is 2~
trzasly lergs and on the whols mors sophisitcutsd tacn aoct 83 ¥ork co-lsips studants.

Aaother factor brightening our prospscts is th libsr:lity of ths ichool admini- %
striution. Ths problam for our comradzs in th2 {r:ction - «.nd for taz club - is to k:
sttoast Yo put tha'club on a wors formul "basis: to auks it cls:r vao iy s maubsr, ¥

corizct wuss, 2%c. Ths lauk of this formality incluuin .¥h: lacic of = civision of 1

Llebor raeulis in unnescessarily sloosy organiuction na >l e2u «n undu: burdsn oa

Just oaz or t.o mzubers of th: club, Anothsr ¢:f:.t in th: fuoctioning of our

cecomr s ic -thzir foilurs to dute to wequaint club asabzrs - nd symputhizsrs ..ith ths
LYLe Ooly « f2- conticts huve baen mads for ths LYL. : '

such of +art is on tiz daoit sids of our retivity ot Columbis crn be corrzcted
taie semestor, On the jooitivs sids is dhe fnct thut ths club h-s h d succassful
azztin.:, suvliciuzd in the school wr2s., ond w2 hev: ncqueiontad o numbsr of stu-
dants ita tas ica s of so01ulxum, ¢nd h.vs 0)=nﬂd u) ths po.sibility for rscruiting
to our aovaaznt. -

<. In tuz2ns Collzyz, thars 1s o soeiclist club whicn is » coulition of wurious ;
voci~iists (nd -nti-st.:lisist tsauenciess, "Ta2 cluo his sronvorad asstings, fra- , :
qu atly ith 2 sozikir., but thsy axvs bzza £ oo not w3ll  tt2ac2d. Th2 Joli-
tic.l .tmosui2rs at \u2sns Collz,2 45 2ven 1265 couaduciva to .=il sttancad socialist 3
wz2tiogs tan on most otasi Nz FJork emisuszs., tvith tas form tios of ¢ Nz York
Sueiniist htutant-Feuar'ti)w, o aOCl\IISt club t Wussng ColL-5..%houlL b2 fevore-
bly - “fzetza, laost iius ¢l taly. :

: , ’
2. The wedin 0 C=couous ct1v1t1.g ol tuz . an tten Unit concists of w23kly forums
-nG contocting. Attamgtv‘texe ao a2 to g2t cowsnaz, iato naishborhood org mizetions
vat Lhzy 202 unguccazssful. For a5t of Hur forums, distributis,s ¢t Coluwabiu or
AT UoLo2 2 sad woine nigh ceaool s ez oaous, :

Jus of tuz din orovlsas of tas uait iu ths lcek of @ socied life., Ths .
:;qu to wsvaios proud aetivity cau it (pusirs to ve ( Lwst oo isocte incbility
to 1w suces.cful u001.1u his orovento w2 o rs .l Dyolitic L Hrool:m for the
usit Toall 1o ooz of th: wia 1uctoru :.cuountiab For vh.t ars bzzn o larg? turn-
ovir 1s coatl. ctb cnd 2vso tna lO”u o1 LEVISHL ooou azavss.. Yait azsting o) li£=\lb?, é
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The main areana of activity for the Brooklyn unit, S5YL, is the Broocklyn Collegas
canpus. Wit tha sxception of a few high schcol studonts isolated in their res-
pective gcheolu, the renaining members of the unit are matricuaated students and
function resularly on the BC campus. - .
o .
'All‘gomrades have been mémbersuofutha~Eugene V Deba Socisty, a recognized
campus club. Vithin the Debs Scciety we censticis a purericul mejority; ths rast of

© tha ¢lub heing compossd of indsvsndant sorialisws in ginarnl cympathy with the SYL

and W.P. The D bs society was originally QV-s‘yd“vaJ’;Hyr»ﬂu:rs on campus wno

have long sinc e left =ither the c‘m"s'o*' paidtice) activity. . The club is now cenerel

uily con51d°r~d "socialist" or mors pars CL-lLly,“QQOCSkyiut" on the part of the more

pollt;callv sopbicticated students. R
Durlng tha ¢ourge of last term's ao*iv:ty the membership of the Debs Society

increassd. "Rbout half of this-addizional »mumter have glnco joined the SYL. These

additional Debs and SYL mambers wers rsemaibad f*wmo.f-v from two sourceas:

1) General campus OIopﬂFand“ and acuivaity ﬂm-;h atiractod students on an lndin<
idual basis, who, up to’ ndw, "kavs been isciated {rom thn orbanléod socxalist movse-
mant. And LRI _ el

2) The Students for Thomas movs w“nt lkn Brnoy1vn Col]s"n SFT, llke similar
groups on other campusss, wag organizsd du**ng whe recent progidential election cam-

;paign.‘ Dus to its broad-appsal, awcrphcus poiitical compesition and the watered down

naturs of ths program, Students for Tacras, &% laast at BC, was able to attract just
aHout every studsnt who thought he was a socialigt plus a slaw of anti-Stelinist -
libesrals(ewen if the most imporfant activity of most of them consisted in-their en-
tering thsir names on ths SFT maihing lish). N_farth*lQSb, ths SFT at BC did g ain s
somz prominsnce. Howsver, with the end of the =lection campaign, ths SFT officesally

.. dissolved. Many of +its members droppsd fronm politics; those remaining tended
eithe r toward the WP or SP. As a result of this situation, a se ries of -infermal

discussions took place over ths courss of soveral weaks with leading spokssmen cf b
both parties. Thess discussions brought ths political controversy within ST to a
head. What had been SFT 5plit down ths middle with its reading and more revolution-
ary inciincd members 51multaneoubly Joining the SYL and thn Debs Socxety. .

Also, as a result of the split in SET and a new orientation in the SYL on
campus, two new campus organizations have been formed:the Socialist Politics Club.
and ths Socialist Club(SP oriésntation). What was and still is needed at BC is &
bread, all encompassing Socialist movemen® . wpich can de mocratically raflsct the.. -
different socialist currents on campus -- a club so constructed so as to promots
the freest sort of intsrchang of socialist,idzzs.. Our appnal in this direction was
rebuffsd hy the oxtremely sectarian, en ;—Tro tsryist , pro-SP group which prcceseded
to organizs its own Socialist Club and ofiiz a;ly proclaimed it to be in accord with
the underlying principlss of the SP. Informelly rsfusing us membership in the SC;
ws we re obliged to sstablish, in conjunction with othsr socialist ®lements, The
Socialist Politics Club. The cresation of the SPC is ‘a reflaction of our new orien-
tation toward the pyps of all—lnclu51ve socialist movament outllnud above.

The most important resuslt of our racant growth 1n outright SYL and in Debs
members and in the increas of our political perighery is that we have bscoms, for
ths first tims, a factor on campus —— not a powsrful factor-- but a factor nsve rthe-
less. The Stalinists, due primarily to the gensrally rsactionary neturs of their
student opronents and thz collsge administrationy have managed thus far to poss as a
progressive forcs on campus. Givsa a &ncrsasz in our own membership and influsnce it
se2ms inc oncaivabls that ths Stalini sts could continus thsir hoax to the ex*ent
that thsy have managed to do thus far. The liberal and conservative bourgscis ele-
mznts on campus have no dynamism and littls chance for any msaningful dsvelopment.
Our own parspectivss for growth are good.
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Saveral SYL'ers have joinesd ths Bsdford-Stuyvesant NAACP Youth Council ##the
orly significant NAACP Youth Council in Brooklya. They ars well lik=d and active
sovke rs (one of our comrades was nominated for presidint in the recnt. elections).
Qur orientation has been a long term one in an effort to build up the Comneil. A s
yot w9 have not recruited, though prospscts for rscruitment in the neer fuvare are
rsod. Several party pzople ars working in the ssneor branch. Recantly, the Stelin-
° i-ts moved in ®n th= sanior branch and indications ars that thsy'1l bz serding in

‘8 cm2 youth soon. ths r than ourselves, two Johnsonites joinsd recently and ere
doing active work. W¥e ars handicappoed by the fact that we don't live in the immed-
jate neighborhood efid ars therefors not in intimaté contact with ths Negro youth.

A very happy dsvelopment in ths Brooklyn unit has bean its acquisition of a
new H.Q. It will stabilize the unit and offer a place to invite contacte(it has a
© rcal youth atmosphsre). It also is ths canter of community youth activity and as
“ " & result is is now possible to make easy contact with various youth orgenizations
- {ADA,YPA,Young Dems., etc) and with the youth of ths neighborhood. ‘

FHERHEHREEOREREHREROHEREERRRERHEREE

(continusd from page 15;) |

artivities following a political discussion. Thers is nothing youthful about our
- political activity. An sncouraging sign, howevsr, is the fact that the comrades
in the unit are aware of the problem and its importence, and ars taking concrete
~ steps in an attsmpt to ovarcoms th2ss handicaps. Another problsm for the unit is
112t of finances. In addition to paying for hsadquerters, Sur distributions and
mzilings, and support to coll=gs clubs, add upto a terrific drain on our limited
financas. :

The unit has sxcelisnt potential possibilitiss, but to fully exploit these

pc.sibilitiss, financial assistonce from the party may be required and it may =ven
be nescessary for thz party to assign comradss to work actively in the unit.
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g . At the bepginning of the current schoel year the student fraction

. at West Viveginie University wos piddlea thru several former student

L7 @nbers golng into local industrica, The industrialiced exosiudants

. jeot up thelr campus contacts howe ver, wvere active, and the staient

- fraction has been built up again tlru recruitment during the tins since
V. fovtember, : g S ' : ‘

g The major sphore of activity for the fraction.in the past year has
> heen the American Vet erans Committce Chapter, As an AVC chapte» 7t is
fﬁ’ not extracrdinarily healthy and there 1s a tendency for it Lo bacone

S a WP, sympathizers club (it is definitely a "Labor Vets" chapteri,

< It is not a failure in elther of those functions and has served falrly -
?‘ wall in the latter capacity (as a left wing discussion club and center/,
- ~hnis has been partially responsible, no doubt, for its relative fallure
k“; as an AVC, This cause for its failure will be eliminatec with the be~
.. ginning Of function of tle discussion ¢lub now being organized, Also, 1
.. we are now in the process of attempts to build AVC again, Too pessimise
. tic a view of it must not be taken for it is certsinly not completely

g failure even as an AVC chapter, A particularly fine feature of it is
jts close relations (almost affiliation) with tle local union movement o
It has representation (as does the NAACP) on the county nonpartlsan

2 political committee (called the Democratic Labor Cormittee)e This or=
ff. ganizatlon is being described in detall in the report of the W, Va,

. Branche It will suffice to say herc that the Democratic Labor Committee
' greets the representatives of the AVC heartlly and that this taking pa rt
2 in a grass roots labor body is valuable training for the politically

J ~ interested but inexperlenced stud entss ,

- 5 OthefAOrganiZaﬁinns on ca mpus in which thesfraotidn works are
” academlc ones.s Among these are the "International Relations" club
rHolitical science), the socislogy and social work club, and the philo-

sophy club,

h: More important than any of this perhaps has been the more or less

- unorganized discussion which heretofore has taken place in students

- rooms ard in csbarets. It Ls here that a large part of recruiting and

- cducation take plate. The effectiveress of this discussion has been

F' neld down by the lack of a center, by the lack pf room enoggh for every.
- one to dongregate at the same time and by the consequent lack of organs

; igations AVC did not have these faults but had othkers. From a Marxian
3. soclalist point of view 1t did not go deep enough into many of the things
‘1_ it dealt with and with many important subjects it could not be legiti=~

k

mately concerrmd, It did serve as a makeshift political center and has
in the past been very important to us in that capacity altho the new
club should serve much hobisres

What has made the new club possible isthe becoming available oOf
a room in a downtown building and the getting together of enough politie |
*  cally interested student: to finance it. The organization meeting has
o taken place and the name Sccefal Problems Discussion Club has been
& chosen, The political colipciiiion Of the clubs membership is indleated
by the fact that they read thoe WP press or some @rt of it and (or at
least ) the Student Partlisan, of which we get a bundle of 20, Programs
arc now béing mapped out and clusses planned and the response of the mem-
bers is pood, All irndicrifions ave that the club will be & succests,

As it exisbts now tho ciubd is solely & discusson club and will not
take action (as a club ab loastje Neither will it attempt to use normal
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publicity chamnels, Though composed chiefly of students it 1s not

of ficially recognized by the school authorities and will not use school
facilitiess It is thought by those concernsd that this will pglve extra
freedom and score which would be impossible for &n offiszsal club on the
campus and will keep the members from being isolated and tagged (as we
think we would be if an official ¢lub intending to discuss suvcialism ‘
were formed)s This club in 1ts particular form is the product of a great
deal of thought and planning over a long period of time, :

This brings up the main overall obstacle to student work heres Thal
is a reactionary school administration and an atmosphere ¢f intimidation
which is felt by faculty and students, The agencies explicitly forme
ulating the threat to left wing activity and academic freedom ars a
community newspaper and a reactionary faculty of journalism which tightl:
controls the school paper. ‘

A situation seems to be forming now which may allow us to strike a
real blow for academic freedom here and relieve somewhat the tension

which is felt, This can only be dealt with in a future or supplecmentary
report however, ‘
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Bleve L8 no T ounit in Nevark, Up to very recently the Vovliers

" Party Yranch had assigred enly one porson in the youth age braclii-t

aveioalde for youth work. Since he haa been workiug dn & shep, “tere
+he pratlsms are not youwh prcblema, cven he is rcally notb ava'.ubls
£ T'e tyve o £ youth work which the SYL has found most fruititui --
§tudqn§‘yoqth worke

Daspite the considerable total ecffort expended, the WP has re-
cruited only one young person in the past perlod and that wes duw to
distribution of Labor Action at a high school two years agoa.

The cfforts of the branch in tre fall of 1947 centered around con
tacts ol tle tranch youth mcmber in the AYD? from which he had been »a
cruited. We were not abls tc meke anv real dent in the AYD, which, ‘
through the Wallace ~arpaign end thelr greater facilitles, offered
activity which could not be mertched by us,

At the time of the baming of the Nation and Soviet Russla Teday
from the school libraries of Newark, leaflets on the issues in dispute
were dis tributed at three high schools, An attempt to mobilize stude:
opinion oh this issue, which had created a great deal of stir in the
press, proved frultless, A publlic mceting we held on the banning was
not successful,

A class with three or four contects was held, using Shachbtman!s
"The Fight for Sc ialism" as a text, but though at the completion of
the course the persons attending moreor less considered themselves as
SYL members, they had net really been brought close to us. )
Meetings held with National Bureau gpeakers were sraresly attendesd,

A great deal of work was expended at Rutgers University (Newark
Colleges) by one of the older Workers Party comrades., A lar ge number
cf people were made scquainted with Labor Action, the New International
and the Student Partisan, Our program in general was known to a cone
siderable number of students. A series of classes, with up to 15
people atterding, was held during the summer of 1948, While thru all
trkis actlvity a large rumber of people were made friendly to wus, noth=~
ing tangible in terms of recrultment resulted. An attempt was made to
establish a non-stalinist soclalist club on the campus. This eflort
collapsed through an excess of dependence by our comrade upon the good
‘ntentions of some non-party socialist elements in getting the club
chartered,

Beyond the nature of the times and the errors indicated, the chiet
reason for our failure to develop a youth group would seem to be the
ebsence of an expericnced youth cadre in the universities in the area,

Our plans for the future include continmation of our work in the
Newark colleges, especially vhere we have already established some sort
=f a *tradltion, and tle expansion of our work in other flelds where we

l.ave youth contsa cts,
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Student activity in St. Louis is directed toward Washinghon Uniwersity, a large
school located within the city. The enrollment is over 8000 cnd the vact neior-
ity of these are residents of St. Louis. .The city, %the schocl, anc tha gbicanis
arz very conservative end there is virtually no poiitical sctivity thare.

The Stalinists have functioned there in the past but at prssent there ars nc
Stalinists organizations in existence. There is not sven an SDA. There is a
student senate but it is entirely controlled by the fraterraties and sororities.
What political activity there is is carried on by the Young Rapublicans and the
World Federalists but even these are far from mwss orpacizations. The only thing
that faintly resembles radical politics is “he activ.ty of ths campus Y. This
- ig divided up into several "areas'. PThe Public Af7ajrs Area has recontly formed
2" a committee to work for the admission of Narrozs ©n tre University. At presert
- Negroes are admitted only to the graduats soicrls ¢$ Sonigl Work and ILiberal
Arts. I have participated in this from the bsminniag, acting as chairman of the
" organization meeting, and I am hopeful that it wiil provide cpportunities for
some fruitful work but I am far from optimistic. . :

- Party activity is centered around a small discussion group which meets at
_the home of a sympathizer off campus. This group was formed last summer as a

© result of the Gould tour. It has met regularly ever since about once every three
week s. Most of the discussions have been led by Coleman or myself but occa-

" sionally we have had guest speakers. Falk and Maxwell spoke to the group on

their tour. Felix Morrow also spoke on ons. occasion. Martin Lechner, an ex-

_ party member has spoken to two of the meetings. Once in a while one of the con-
“tacts who attend the mestings will volunteer to speak on a subject which inter-
ests him. The attendance has bzen fairly good, ranging from gbout 5 to 20.

‘The last mesting was on the Communist Manifesto and was attended by 13 people. The
previous meesting was on Indonesia end was attendsd by 22peopls. However, most of
the peoole who attended by 13 peopls. Hewever, ‘most of the peepls who attend these
are not very good from the point of view of party materual. Many attend purely for
soclal reasons or because they like to talk or becausz they are mildly curious in
an scademic sort of way. Some are diehard liberals but most of them are not
seriously intsra=sted in politics of any kind.

At the present time we are at sort of an impasss. We have formed a fairly -
successful discussion group and this is a définite accomplishment considering the
kind of environment we are working in and the short time we have been here. -How-
ever, it does not look like we ars going to get anything out of it in the way of re-
cruitment in the foraseeable future. We have been investigating and talking to peoole
- about forming some kind of organization on campus but have come to the conclusion
. that thap is impossible at least at the pressnt time. It cannot be done as
~ those on campus who have some interest in politics are skeptical about the pos-
 gibilities of accomplishing anything or are tied up with other things, jobs, school-
. work, etc. These facts make our perspectives difficult to work out. -

In summary I would say that in spite of the fact that we have astablished a suc-
cessful discussion group we have so far not attracted any promising contacts and
 since other organizational possibilities ere virtually nil, we are in quite a quan-
dary about what to do next. Though things are going much slower than hoped for
the discussion group will kesep going and sooner or later we will get something
out. of it. ‘ :
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Youth work in Dstroit consists sxclusively of activity on ths Wayne University

camous. We havz bsen ssverely hampersd by ths lack of psople on campus who wer2 in

& position to dsvote thz necessary tims to student work. This hendicep has been
slizhtly overc om2 in the past month. Ong off the few functioning chaptis rs of the
Stncant Leagus for Industrial Dsmocracy exists on this campus. Its membs rship is
hsterofsnsous consisting of libe rals, YPSL's, and mzmbs rs of the SWP and WP, des-
pits ths fact that at its last nationel convention thz SLID excludsd Trotskyists
from membarship. A number of SLID and YPSL members ars friencly with us.

) “ .We have started Saturday night discussions recently. We have hsld two so far,
spaced three weeks apart. The purposs is to try to crsals a conter of intellectual

?  socialist activity. The turn out has besn largely from Weyns, comprising about 30%
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of the audiencs. In concrets terms about 15 psopls. Thzes people, largsly YPSLs and
oths r types of politicos, havs Bsenimpressed by what we are trying to do and are
really interssted. The contact is tenuous howsvsr, sincz there is an element of
dsmorilization among them.

BALTIMORE -

_ Essshtiallyy ths Baltimore branch has its'origin in a unit of the SYL which
was transformsd into a branch of ths party. Saveral youth who did not join the
party with ths unit droppsd out 'of the movement altogether. Howsver, the branch has
c ontinued to spend.a good dsal of its time on ‘student work, though the main or-
ientation is towards contacting worksrs. . The bource for new youth contacts was
Morgan Collegs. The cont:.cts'made here have become "sstranged from us in the recent
pe riod. P T T T ptamay
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"’ On a ‘campus about 40 'milss’from Baltimors‘ons of our student comradss ha.s
managed to organize a discussion group which is still finding it hard going. the
comrade hers will attempt to organizs the discussion group into a more formalized
club on tha campus. S T e
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Student work is carried’on in a college just outside of Cleveland. Qn_this
campus a study group is in the process of prganization. There are two political
radical forces oh campus: the-Young Progressives of America and a strong club organ-
ized by ths Young Peoplsts Soclalst League. The latter group is ths stronger of the
two and has held meetings attended by as many as a humdred students. How?v?r! the
YPSL group is of extremely poor composition and doesn't offer real possibilities.
The young Wallacsites, on the contrary, are a more militant group and it has no? been -
corrupted by Stelinist influences. In view of this it is ths porspective on thmi
‘campus to attempt to wotk mors clossly with the wembers of the Wallace organization.

In Cleveland iteelf it is the perspective of the branch to work more closely
with ths younger comrzdes and to attsmpt to .~ .penetrate the lgcal campuses.
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