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FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF AN ANTI-WAR PRCGRAM

The formation of the program of *the New fork Student Federation
on an snti-war basis was predicated on the develonment of an
anti-war sentiment cn campus. Ine fact %thas his gerntiment has
not yet taken root is indicated oy the fact tie tho FTederation |
ig today de facto ersentially gocialist in composition. The
proponents of the icea that the Federation shovid alept & B80C—
ialist program point o the gocialist nature of onr personnel
as & basis for oar Lesoming a sosiatled Fedevation. Yet it
would seem that %tanc Tedieratior has on the basie of its anti-
war program alreszdy ats-acted the bulk of tae gocielist elements
on campus. There is no sccialist opinion of conseguence which
refused to-join the Fedexation becausc it is nct socialist.

Thus by adopting a sccialist program we are not goint. to broaden
~ the recruitment possibiiities of the Federasion because the

. gocialists are already in it. Instead we are going to limit
our growth. .

The argument that we must be socialist in order to be ccn-
sistently anti-war, that we have to use sccialist arguments
anyway are reasons that are good for all time and skl anti-war
mcvements. This would mean that every anti-war movement must
be socialist in crder to be ccneistent. The procf. ¢f the
necessity for a change in our prcgram mist come from & specific
characterizaticn ¢f the conscicusncses nf the student body and
the political perird, past and prospective, which affects it.

- If we must be socialist if we arec anti-war in n~rder to be
logically ccnsisten then no ainti-war movement can exist ever.
The argument that we are known as gccialist anyway is true cnly
in a very limited scnsc. We are kn~wn tc those who knnw the
members ci the Federaticns as s:cialists but tc » large prcporticn
of the reading public we are kncwn cnly in terms of cur program.

If we change the program of the. Federaticn to sccislism and
retain its third camp character the resultant prcgram will

be esscntia.ly the prcgram of the SYL. The mcans that any
concept ¢f & brecad Federaticn disappears and wW¢ are left with

a narrown prcgram which pannot appcal to the student bedy.

If we have not growh with a brcad prcgran, comparatively
specaking, then it is tc say the least highly illcgieal that

o narrcwing @f the program cf the Federaticn will result in
recruitment. Any student who would jcin a scoialist anti-war
Federaticn wculd joint the prescnt Federaticn. Froof cf the

fact that socialisem will not help us to grow is affrrded by the
fact that the member sccialist clubs have nct grcwn. A student
whe refuses ‘tc jcin the present Federaticn because it is n.t
sccimliet is a pclitical fvimal which does n-t exist. The student
whc says , "Well, what are ycu pecple for?" will nct be satisfied
if you say that we are for sccialism. This type cof query mecans,
yhat are ycu doingl Are ycu fighting discriminaticn, arec you
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The fcrmation of the prcgram of *he Now fork Student Federation
on en tnti-war basis was predicated ©n the develonment of an
santi-war sentiment on campuz. Tne fact +has this esertiment has
not yet taken root is incicated 5y the fach s tho Federation
.is today de facto ersentially goocialist in composition. The
. proponents of the icea that the Federation should alept & B0C—
ialist program point o ihe socialist nalure of onx personnel
as & basie for oar besoming a sosialist Pederation. Yei it
would seem that tac I'eieration has on the basis of ifts anti-
war program alrezdy attmacted the bulk of the gocialist elements
on campus. There is no gccialist opinion of conseguence which
refused to join the Federsztion becausc it is nct socialist-

Thus by adopting a scci+list program We Are not goint to broaden
_the recruitment possibiiities cf the Fedcration because the
gocialists are alrcacy in it. Instead we &8re going to limit

our growth.

The argument that we must De gocialist in order to be ccn-~
sistently anti-war, that we have tc use sccialiet arguments
anyway are reasons that are gocd for all time and shl enti-war
mcvements. This wculd mean that every anti-war movement must
be socialist in crder tc be ccnsistent. The procf «f the
necessity for a change in our prcgram must come from a specific
characterizaticn cf the censcicusness nf the student body and
the political pericd, past and prospective, which affects it.

If we must be socialist 1f we are anti-war in nrder to be
logically cocnsisten then no mmti-war mnvement can exist ever.
The argument that we are known as sccialist anyway is true cnly
in a very limited scnse. We are kn-wn tc those who knrw the
members ci thce Federaticns as s-cialists but tc = large prcporticn
of the reading public we are knoWn cnly in terms of cur Pprogram.

_ If we change the prcgram cof the Federatirn to eccislism and
retain its third camp character the resultant prcgram will

be essentia.ly thc prcgram of the SYL.. The mecans that any
concept «f a'brcad Fedoraticn disappears and we arc left with

a narrcwn prcgram which npannot appecal to the student bedy.

If we have not growh with a brcad prograd, comparatively
speaking, then it is tc say the least highly illcgieval that

e narrcwing @f the program of the Federaticn will result in
recruitment. Any student who would jcin a sccialist anti-war
Federaticn wculd joint the present Foderaticn. Froof cf the

fact that socialism will not help us to grow is aff~rded by the
fact that the member sccialist clubs have nct grcwn. A student
who refuses ‘tc jcin the present Federaticn because it is not
-sccialist is a pclitical fwimal which dnes n-t exist. The student
whe says , "Well, what are ycu pecple for?" will nct be satisfied
if ycu say that wc are for sccialism. This type of qQuery means,

gyhat are ycu doing? Are ycu fighting disoriminaticn, are you

]

73



aiding the labor movement etc. on an action level. His politics
are extremely primitive. He will not be satisfied with anything
as abstract as gocialiem. His politics are & Stalinoid liberal
product and a concept as intellectual as socialism will have

little effect.

The anti-war sentiment on campus may not catch on now although
it will be stimulated by the draft, cagualty lists etc. One thing
ig certain though. The anti-war gpirit will grow faster thal the
socislist sentiment. If we are too radical for the student body
today we will be even further removed from the student conscious—
ness were we to become the third camp socialist.

 From a long range point of view an anti-war program has liv—
ing potentialities. If we maintain and improve the circulation of
Anvil we will become and even are now to a certain extent & recog-
nized and established political tendency. Yhen the anti-war sent=
imenzhgrows we will be able to function as & focel point for its
growth, . :

The proposal that we form anti-war clubs I think flows logic—
ally from an anti-war programe. Apart from anvil, the Federation
existe only through its member clubg. If an anti-war program is
correot in general then it should be correct in concrete. Where—~
ever practical anti-war clubs should replace socialist clubs.

In summary, from the immediate point of view there are no
elements who would be attracted to a socialist federation who
are not .already in the Federation. From the long renge point of
view an anti-war sentiment will develope before a soolalist one
and is on this basis that a program based on opposition to both
war camps is practical.

Gertrude Bjackwell
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It is my cpinicn that it is time to rec-nsicer s-me - f the
asceumpticns anc precicticns we made in guicing us in -ur stucent
work in New Yerk, cspecially the assumpti-n that within a reas-—
~nable periccd there wrulc be a gr-ving stucent resentuent te the
war pclitics snc actirns cf Vashingtqn. Fr-m this rre’icti-n we
crncluded that the SYL shculd advecate the establishment <f an
snti-war -rganizati'n ¢n the New¥crk campus, brcad in prrgram and
at the same time militantly anti-war, vhich w-uld be able %~ gathor
in the expccted gr-wing number iff anti-war students. It was this
-appr-ach which dictated -ur pressing f'r - n-n-g~cislist, anti-war
student Fcderation in New York. We fclt that a s~cialist federatirn
wruld narr.w the .rganizati-n ¢cwn and keep ~ut any studcent wh~ is
oppcsed tr war but nct sufficicntly advance’ peliticelly t~ trace
the causcs of war t- Capitalism anc otalinism and accept s-cislism
" as an alternative. . -

In the cne year of the @xistence ~f the Federati'n 1t has seen
n~ grcwth. Friendly relati.ns have becn established with s:me :
pacifist gr-ups anc indivicdu~ls but n:thing much m-re than that.
The future, despite the Kcresn ovents, will n-% bring much cf a
change. In the ccming peri-c there may be an increase "I anti-war
gcntiment but it will be sl ight and will n.t assume any rnilitant
frrm or give iteelf t- develcpment by pilitant anti-war (rganizaticfis
An anti-war _rganizati:n can. nly gr:W vhen there is a p gitive
and gpirited anti-war scntiment ¢n campus. It will nct make any
headway when the "anti-war" sentiment consists sclely £ perscnal
fear and psych-lcgical d slccatin. In - ther w-rds even the kind
"f Wgnti-war" sentiment that cres cxist ¢n the campus is n. %
c-nducive t. building an orgenizati-n.

I think theref re that we are missing the b-at. The Federaticn
and the magazine it is primarily respcnsiblc f.r, &nvil and Student
Partisan, cffer ckccllent tutlets f:or s:cialist educati.n which
are partially missed with-ut a s:-cialist prcgram and crientatisn.
I ¢c n~t khink that a cccialist Feceratin will be any less at-
tractive than an anti-war <rgani_atin. In cpitc ¢f the therretical
brcadness ¢f the latter, a s-cialist rrgenizaticn will be mcIe
attractive tc may students, -nd might cven succeed in attracting
members whe wruld n- t sece much p-int in jrining otherwise.

The Federati-n and 4nvil anc Student Partisan are explicitdy
oppcsed tc beth Washingtcn and k-scrw. But what is ¢ ffcred prc—
grammatically and editrrially &s an alternative? . Abs-lutely n thing.
An alternative t- cepitalism and Stalinism is n-t "peace" cr "anti-
war" but the presentati-n ~f a s-cial alternative tc the twe drm—
inant sccial systems in the w-rlcd t-day, 1i.c. s~cialism.

_If this were a peri:¢ cf prsitive anti-war sentiment then ttese
questi-ns v-uld nct bhe & imp rtant. But the small numner -f pecple
attracted by the Federatirn are usuzlly <f the m Te s'phisticated
variety whe are lc:king fcr answers o basic questi~ns. B~w many
<f us whc have s-1lc¢ Anvile have cime 2Cross the student wh- asks
fell, but what d- ycu stend £-r?" 4t ds true that the magazine
can have s-cialist articles. But thas is n-t as effective as a
s-cialist edit-rial p-licy n-r d es it answer the pr:grammatic needs
~f the Federati-n. '
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There is a ccntradictiin in the present structure ¢f the Fed-
eratiche All cf the clubs in it except cnc are s~cialist while
the Federaticn is anti-war. Yot all the advantages, real or imagin-
ary of an anti-war Federaticn and disadvantages fcr a sccialist
" Feder. .icn cffered by ccmrades whe favcr the status quc exist f:or
the Socialist olubs cn campus n:w. If a e cialist Federation is
tcc narrow then it is at least as true that lccal, college srcialish
clubs will likewisc be tuc narrcw for the expected growth of a heaihy
enti-war sentiment on campus. But while I think that advocating
anti-war is mcre consistent I think that it is even mcre incorrcot
for if carried out it would mean devitalizing the onllcge clubs.

The.-propcsal of comrade Berg seems tc me to be insupporteble
hecause it is unrcal and undemccratic. The editorial board and the
. magazinc it edits is subordinate to its spcnscrs. Most of the
editoriasl bcard members are members of the New York Student Fed-
eration Against War. 7To have the cditorial board hold a scalalist
" policy while its sponscrs are non-socialist in program means that
the editcorial board sand the magagine becomc indepwndent agencles.
‘How is it presible for any crganizaticn tc say cne thing in its
- program and to have its editcrs say scmething else in its publicatirne

v Buppcsing eomebcdy wanted to ,join the Federaticn because he
thought that on the basis ¢f an editorial in Anvil and Student
Partisan it was a ercialist crganizaticn. His prcbable ccnfusirn
would be nc less than that of a nen-sccialist federaticn which
publishes a sccialist magagine. It wculd be the same thing as
'the. IsL remai ning socialist while the N.I. oecomes a pacifist cr
cr merely anti-war, cr vice-versa (IcL? enti-war; LA, pacifist

Even if a magé anti-war scntiment were to develop in a fcewyears
I sculd still faver the crganizaticn of a sccialist federaticn
tcday. Our immeciate prcblem is tc educate as many students as
poseible tc s-cielism. This need for suclglism cn campus was
never greater than it is tcday. A sccialist naticnal student
. magagzine and a sccialist N.Y. Federation end as many s:.cialist clu bs
as pcssible thrcughcut the c:untry cculd help to revive sccialism
on the campus. It will makc us better prepared tc mcet the
requirements ¢f a br.ader student organizaticn ¢ when that becomes
" a real pcssibility : . ~ “

Finally, if the clubs and magazine werc sccialist therc would be
nathing to prevent this sccimlist stucent focrmce from participating
in anti-war united frents with ¢ ther groups, locally and naticnally,
and therc wruld be no additicnal hancdicaps in cccasicnal joint »
activities with 1iberd students such gs in the SDA.

~Julie Falk

76



AL ——

S g—

o —

FOR MAINTAINING THE ANTI&WAR PROGRAM ( with mcdificaticns)

The projecticn cf an anti-war student federaticn was predicated
upcn the assumpticn that there w~uld be a develcopment -f anti-war
gentiment up~n the campus. Those, whc are ncw reccmmending a
change in crientati~n either nc loncer believe this tc be valid
~r, mire prcbably, had a tecc grandi-se and utipian view cf the
centent ¢f that general assumpiicn. :

Our viéw «f cur perspectives rec.gnizes the smallness and
jeclaticn cf the scCialist mcvement and dces nct enyisage any
mass gr-wth in the present peri:d. This includes the grcwth ¢
of mass crganizaticns cn campus. What the afcrementioned assum—
ption does reas:nable include as its ccntent is the fact that
anti-war sentiment is larger than sccialist sentiment.iBy anti=
war sentiment we ds nct understand a well—=defined revolutircnary
3rd camp position~But precisely what the term states, a vague
amcrphcus, anti-war sentiment. ;

This anti-war sentiment cn campus is n-t widespread. The
attitudes ~f the cverwhelming majrrity c¢f students cen best be-
described as a cynical and apathetic acceptance of what is and
a resignation trward what ﬂlf be. But here and there ~he finds
pclitically naive, non-sccialistpeckets ~f resistance t~ war.
It is tc thesec that the federaticn sh~uld address itself.

What has the federati~n achieved up t~ now? Nct very much.
It has brought the varicus s-cislist tendencées cn campus closer
tc each other. That's all. Every club except ~ne in the fed-—
eratirn 1is a eccialist club. True. But hcw much nicre prcgress
would a sccialist federati<n have made. At mcst it wcruld have
becn exactly the same as the above. In 21i prcbability howe—
ever it wculd have made less prcogresscbecause a sccialist 3rd
camp organizaticn wculd be identiféed as sclely an SYL affair.

But even in the best case, the federaticn 'n a sccialist
basis wculd have becn exactly where 1t is ncw—mith nc future

cwth in sisht for it in the present pericd. On an anti-war
basis(with several m-dificati.ns c¢r rather additicns) such a
growth ig pcesible and this pesesibility will increase as the
c-ld war gets still h tter, and as ccllege students begin tc
receive "greetings frcm the Fresident c¢f the U.5." letters.

Here and there indivicuals and small groups whether presenty
unaffiliated pclitically or affiliated in such groups as £DA,
the Young Liberals, UwF etc. will devel-p anti-war sentinents
and will resprnd tc a 3rd camp anti-war ;rocgram. Nc cne can,
cf ¢ urse, offer assurances that this will hapren but 1% reems
mcre probable than a socialist develcpment cn campus ani :8
certainly wcrth trying for ancther year -r twe. The guz.-’icn
cf the mapure cf the ccnstituent clubs in the federati-n las
been raised. It has been maintained, that to be ccneistent
with the above the sccialist clubs in the federaticn sh-uld
be transf-rmed intc enti-war clubs or "Anvil" clubs. The
desirability of this varies fr~m campus tc¢ campus and such
decisicns shrulcd be made in each case on the basis =f the
specific ccnditicns existing cn each camgus. 77



To the maim center cf the federaticn propaganda (anti-war)
should be added twc cther centers of prcpaganca and activity:
tLabor Party" "Jobs". The former will aim at the large labor
party sentiment which existed in 1948 and scme of which still
lies doemant. The latter will be directed at the ever -
increasing prcblem which students face in regard to employmente
These twc arcas of propaganda and acticn together with the
anti-war and civil rights areas will cffer us material with
which the federation can do work and cn which basis a growth
is possible. At the same time 1t will offer the SYL a broad
and broadening arena in which they can put forward their
unique point of view, and frcm which it can gain adherents.

Max Martin
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FOR THE MAINTAINANCE OF/;QCIALIST STUDENT ORIENTATION

[)

1t is now one yeal since ﬁpe formation of the New York Student
Federation Against War. When formed it was anticipated thaot it
would be possible to build a viable ant i~war movement on the cam-
pus. It was believed that in response to the pressures ¢f the coxd
war and the economic d@ifficulties facing students upon graduation -
that there'would be an increase in anti-war sentiment and a percen-
tible radicaligation of the campus. Therefore in this environment®
an anti-war federation would have a basis for existence and growtn
The Federation while consisting almost entirely of socialist clubs
would be able to attract students who did not ccnsider themselves .

gocialists.

However this situation has failed to materialize. The student
body has not expirenced any radicelization and there has not been
the growth of a militant anti-war gent iment. On the whole the stu-
dent bcdy has remained apathetic politically and patroitic in senti-~
ment. The outbreak of the war in Korea is witnessin§ a greater sol-
jdification of the patroitic sentiment against the feommunist age~
resgor.” In face of this development, the Federation has failed to
make headway or to recruit even limited numbers of students. It is
now epparent that in the present period there is no basis for the
_growth of an enti-war federation on the campus. -

The present period has §éen the fallure of any other student:
groups to grow. This phencmena ig not limited to the Federation
alone. Groups thet proported to be broadly progressive such as
gDA, and "peace movement" as the World Federalists have had a simikr

eXpireﬂde.

The students that the Federation has been able %o reach in ite
activities are limited to those who alreedy have our point of view,
that is e socialist point of view, and a few pacifists here and therxc
Thie is only inevitable in view of the lack of growth of any gen-
eral anti-war sentiment. The ¢irculation of the magazine, Anvil an d
gtudent P artisan, may be close tc fcur thousand but the response
hes been limited to a handful. -

Therefcre, in view of thése general conditicng on the campus
todey what should be the orientation of socialists, and granting
that there is the need for a federaticn or co~ordinating committee
between the radical students on varicus campuses. Socialiste should
attempt to continue the type of activities in which they have parte
ioipated fct the past year.cn the club level, that ig, maintain tgt
gocialist olubs. At the same time, in acccrdance’with their strength
they should attempt $o participate in broad Btudent issdued.as they
arise. To make their mein activity anything other than théiy vroad
socialist activity would be entirely unrealistic. This is not put
forth with an idea that 1t would greatly inorease the size of the
clubs thcugh in practice it would not be restrictive of the scope
of their activity. The burden cf proof cf the viability of the
clubs end the Federation rests with thcse who have an alternative
pcint cf view, as well as the presentation of & proposal tc change
the character ¢f the clubs. '
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There are two crientationsthat are ccntrasted to that maintain
ance of the present socialist one; (1) that the Federation be brocad-
ly pregressive much as the American Student Unicn and be primarily
concerned with academic freedom, civil liberties and unemployment,
and (3) that the Federaticn be anti-war in cricntaticn in crder
to capitalize upcn the develcopment cf a future antiwar sentiment.

To propose that the Federation be brcadly progressive in
character is to be talking abcut ancther time, in the past or in

~_the future, but not of today. The general pclitical apathy.cn the

campus today exposes the illusnry nature cf this concepticn. The

Nat ional Student L eague and the American Student Unicn were breadly
prcgressive but they lived in ancther day and age when there was 2
general radicalization ¢f the student body. In addition, the Feder—
ation clube do not have the forces that would cnable them tc engegc
in mass student work, and what strength they do have would be disap-
ated withcut fruitful results. :

Not only wculd this be impossible fcr the clubs tc engage in
this type of activity, but it has been even fcr crganizations who
have made it their main activity, this is the liberals. Groups such
as the Ycung L iberals and SDA, not to specak of YPA have been unable
- to make any headway in face of the present conditicns. Thelr reascn
to be is their liberalism, of cne type or antber, what would be the
justification of a federaticn of sccialist clubs properting to be
broadly prcgressive in face of their inability to grow. It would
be a case c¢f self-decepticn. :

The other crientaticn counterposed tc a sccialist one is that
the Pederation maintain its present formal anti-war character. It
is merely formally anti-wer, for in.the day-to-cay activity of the
clubs and what activity there is by the Federaticn, the orientatim
is socialist. Once again the clubs in the absence ¢f & militant
anti-war sentiment have had tc fall back tc the arguments that
justify their existance —- the sccialist arzuments. Even in the
best days of the NSL, the basis of the organization was not its
eanti-war character and the Oxfcrd Pledge, but rather that is was
essentially breadly progressive. In fact there never has been &
vigble anti-war mcvement by itself, but rather it was built around
an organizaticn that was essentially broadly progressive and that
~wae the basis for its growth and activity.

But it is in the day-tc—-day activity of the Federaticn that
best illustrates its present unviability, This has in part resulted
from the "split perscnality® cf the Federation. On the cne hand
it attempts tc recruit students cn a more cr less brecad anti-war
platform, and then it tells them t¢ join the sccid ist clubs that
congtitute the Federation. Thus in practice only if the student is
& socialist wculd he join the Federaticn. There is nc internal
basis for recruitment ¢f non-sccialist anti~war students.

The cther fact-r that made the Federati~n only formally anti-
war was the point of view expressed by the mcmbers cf the Federat-
;qn. To the students that we werce able to reach by the direct sell-
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ing of Anvil and Student Partisan, and in the activities of the clubs
we perfcrmed “@8 sccialdsts. To ncse whe were interested encugh

tc discuss the Federaticn with us, we ran acrcss the preblom cf have—
ing t~ explain what wec meant by &anti-war." And invariably itinecant
that we had to rest our argument ~n cur szcislist print cf view,
Therefcre anycne Whe came in ccntact with thc Federaticn student
knew him as a sccialist. This came up at the same tine we were
‘pressed for a pcsitive prceram, and cnece more we had $» cxplain that
we are socialists. In fact it has been thie lack cf a pceitive ans-
wer to the prcblen raised by the magazine that is cne cf it weaknessc

It is because the Federation is nct an crganizati~n in itself
tc which it recruits a gencral membership, but rather a federatica
cf clubs, that thc character cf the Federati-n is detirmined by ther-
clubs. And with cne excepticn thesc clubs arc spoialist. Thercfore
the Federaticon has been likewise.

.No matter what cne's*point of view way be —- broadly progresshvc
ant i~war or socialist —— it is necessary that therc be a consistan-cy
between the character of the Federati~n and the clubse that ccnsitute
it. Any dualism Wwculd ccnstitug a sericue internal weakness.

- But even if cne if for the changing the character cf the clubs,
‘there is e%ill the burden cf proving that this type of fcderation
can be more viable today. It may develcpe at scme future time tc

i build an ant i-war and brcad progressive federaticn, but then what

would prevent a sccialist fodcraticn frem participating in its
formation with cther tcndencics. :

The ccntinuation ¢f the sccinlist character cf the clubs (and
the Federation) wculd give the Federaticn the widest possible latt-
stude in its activities. That is there wculd be nc need to ccunter—
pcse anti-war and sccialiet activity as ie ncw inhercnt in ‘the anvi
war point c¢f view. The clubs wculd engage in all types cf activities
in accordance tc their strenzth as well es being sccidlists. And it
would nct limit thc scope of its appeal fcr the geople We are able
to reach t:day are already sccialist tc cne degree cr ancther.

: There is furthermcre the need t: maintain a center c¢f sccialist
thcught rn the campus t~day. At a time when sccinlist ideas are under
attack from almcst every quarter, it 1is necessary tc have clubg that
are willing tc defend thesc ideas and ideals. Tc give this up in the
pursuit cf an anti-war mcvement that has nc basls fcr grewth - teday
wculd be foclhearty at best and undcubtly weaken what forces we have
tcday cn the camrus. '

It is necessary that we put f-rth the p~sitive rregram cf
sccialienm as cppesed t- the patroitic and Stalinist linc, pnd by
that tc give meanipg tc cut anti-war agitaticn. It is oniy thrcugh
the building up of the sccialist forces and cadres on the campus ™
that we will best be able to.benefit from the radicalizulisn of
the campus in the futurc. It has always been the radicals that pro-
vided the backbone of the mass student mcvements, and tcday we should
attempt tc build the radical group.

Sem Feliks
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Dear C:.mrades,

This letter is in answer %c a request fcr an cpini-n on the
crientaticn rf Anvil and the Federaticn. Ina previrus letter i
indicgted that I th-ught that withcut the Federaticn fc rmally
ad-pting a o7cialist programg the edit- rial bcard cculd exgress
gsocialist cpinicns in its editcriels. Now I think that, the
whole pr-blem ~f & nati~nal federaticn ancd the prrblems c-nnected
with bujlding it have to be discussed first. '

It simply isn't a question cf the line ~f an editcrial cr tw-,
tc be decided by cur fracticn. We have nct assembled the forces
that do exist and can be assembled ncw by efficient preparaticn cf
a national c-nference :f students whc are third camp in their appr-
rach t- the internaticnal situaticn. ; '

I am in fav-r of & thomcugh, frrmal, technical etc. decisicn cn
the character cf the federaticn when I gee what it can fit together.
Till then, we have to be ambigucus. Now, what form can this ambig-
uity take. Trade uni~ns are n:t pclitical organizaticns yet they
adept pclitical res-lutiinse and campaign cn pclitical prcblems.
Forther, they adopt programs fcr the re-crganizaticn of socliety,
such as the paper program ~f any soclal-demcoratic uniocn in Europe
tcday. What separates them anc distinguishes them from a pclitical
party is that adhesicn tc the program is not a requirement of
membership in the unicn. - :

At thie print, I can hear & h:wl go up~the federaticn igndt a
union! And it isn't, but it isn't a disciplined prlitical party
either. It's just a collecticn -f campus chubs, that really are
hetercgeous, even thcugh we dq ninety per fent :f the wexk . I am
¢n faver of the federaticn maintaining as its basis for membership
a formel program Which is thiid camp and nct expplcitly srcialist,
until and unless a naticnal eff:rt prcves that we canhct assemble
anything but ackncwledged sccialists anyway. But there is nc reasn
why the federati~n as it is presently c:nstituted can't lock at
iteelf and say to itseIf and t~ its readers, we at rresent are
predrminantly socialist. Here is our interpretaticn cf what is
going on in the werld t-dasy and what t~ dc abcut it. HoWwever, we
have crganized a federati:n rn a m~re mimimal basis in N.Y. and
we'd like t- rrganizedsuch a federaticn naticnally. Here is the
program cn which we wculd cocreraje with n-n-s ciglists (pacifistsl,
MaximalistsWorld-governmentitis etc.) In setting up such a '
naticnal ietudent anti-war mcvement.

Julie seems tc werry that it wculd be undemccratic fer the
editcrial bcard to write whatever it wants pelitically. But this
is 4 mere technical cbjection, cverccme simply by having the
federaticn exec and the two Chicagc clubs authcrize the editcrial
becard tc put forward s~cialist arguments edit-rially while main-
taining the present federaticn prcgram as a basis fcr rallying a
naticnal student anti-war mcvement. But I want t: emphasize that
all the attenti-n is being paid fcr the cne pcint. As at present
gcnstituted it makes very 1ittle difference what the Anvil prgrgem

8.



The thinking and the w rk in N.Y. shculcd be ccncentrated n-t cn
hcw to maneuver arcund with aAnvil as it exists but how tc Prerare
a natinnal c~nference. I am ccnvinged that a g.cd job c¢f prep—
araticn with a reas:nably impressive arpeal, sent all cver the
country might bring suprising results. bucﬂ a ccnference shruld
be held s-metime in Ncvember. Invitati:ns t. send at least -
“bBervers cculd be sent tc SLID and UwF chapters., and to

FUR and cther pacifist gr-ups. It w.uld be an awful hash but we'd
be the central element without any difficulty and we might get

c.nsiderable suppcrt.

~ Fraternally,

Saul Berg
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Dear Ccmrades,

1. On Saul's proposal for coming out fcr Sccialism in editcriels
but nct in the program or masthead. Falk is against this because
it is undemccratic. True. Alsc 1o thocse that take Sccilalism
sericusly, it is unthinkable tc call fcr sccialism in an editcrial
and nct ccntain it in a formal program. It geems tc me that when
one calls for a "little" thing Iike the cverturn cf the present
soclety and the ccnstructicn ~f a new <ne, it deserves ccnsider-—
aticn in the firmal prcgram.

e e TP e, wo—
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2. On the propcsal to change the program to 8ccialiem fer
Anvil and NYSFAW. I will discuss this under three secti~nsi
Chicagc, New York and my ideas fcr the magazine. ‘L

A. Gﬁicago. At the U cf C this Fall we will have a very larce,
capable and active fracticn. The SYL cf the U cf C and the Pclitics
Club have an identical progrem. In print the Pclitics Club is a :
reveluti-nary karxist group that is for a Labecr Party. Barry
and I are fcr changing tke nature of the Pclitics Club. I think
14 will be foclish and harmful fcr beth greups te state as Saul
propcses the same prcgram. The cnly c¢ifferences will be that the
SYL will be part -f a natirnal crganizatirn, be mcre disciplined
and is cn the subversive list. I advccate the Anvil program
for the Pclitice Club, emphasizing anti-war work. Saul 1is
againet this because the Stalinists have an anti-war frcnt grcup,
and he thinks that it will c-nfuse pe:cple and make it difficult
to digtinguish between the Stalinist frcnt gr:oup and ur cwn as
the cnly difference is that they suppcrt Russie and we dc nct.
He thinks it will be difficult tc ccmpete With Lhem sc he is in
fav-r ¢f a Pclitics club grogram that will allow him to compete

- with the 8YL. cn campus.

e have a golden rppertunity at the U cf C and it wculd be a
crime tc mies it. ‘In the past the only way that we cculd counter—
act Stalinist anti-war wcrk was thi:ugh e sccialist line. Fcr
the first time we have the fcrces tc help build a specialiged
anti-war grcur that w.uld be able t~ ccmpete with the UF front
group. That is why I am against changing 4nvil tc a sccialiet
magezine. If that happened, there weuld nct be much af a point
tc .changing the Pclitics club away frem o.cialism to the present
Anvil prcgram. The Pclitics club is now in a bad way, m:st of its
activists are SYBers. ©S-me pacifists did pr-p:se tc saul the
fcunding -f a new club based °n the Anvil prcgram. 3But he tcld
them there is n need t- d- that as they can jcin the Prlitics
club,which permits ncn—sccialists tc jcin it cven thcugh s me
members would be Marxiem in public speecches. Ag yet they have
nct jeined the PC club. Under my pr-p-sal they wculd, and the
PC cruld becrme a large club. : '

B. New Yrrk— The NY oYL is n-t in gocd shape. The s-cidist
clube at CONY, C-lumbia and NYU are weak. Scme c~mrades reasctn
that since all the clubs except the cne at night in CCNY are
sccialist and since we tried tc reoruit tc the Anvil prcgram and

foiled, let us try and recruit tc 2 occialist Federati-n. The
mietajs-in this realoning is that the Federatirn is a plece ~f ga
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recruit. Why did every-ne think that S-cialist clubs w-~uld recryplit |
cn the basis ¢f a ncn-socialist program ag cutlined in Anvil, The'”
clubs need m.re meetings, activity eto. H:'w dces this ccme abrut
merely by a change in the name cf the Federati-n. It is an illus~
ion and will be harmful %o morale tc think that the prcp-sed change
will make the slightest bit :f difference. At best Anvil will bring
people tc s s~clalist pcsiticn in isclated parts -f the ccuntry,
but nct in New Yrrk -r Chicagc. 4&nvil by itself did nct recruit
tc the anti-war positicn; it will nct recruit tn the sccialist
peceiticn.

The c-mrades did n~t really give the Anvil prcgram a real;»I

test for it was an anti-war magazine backed ny Sccialist ~rganizaticr

It is necessaryfor it to be backed by anti-war clubs. And that
brings me tc the third point. o

C. I am fcr the building of a netwerk c¢f clubs based wn the
Anvil program. The occialist clubs at CONY, Cclumbia and NYU are
alm~st dead. They have been tried and failed. They shculd be
changed tc Anvil clubs. I am for changing the name. of the Fol~
itics club t> the Anvil club. The clubs in NY ghculd adcpt this
name tcc. The Debs club at Bricklyn is viable and shculd remain
as it is. It will be easier under this prcp-sal tc handle the
isrlated’ cnlleges. that have a few pecble that have ccme tc th-»
Anvil peosition. They form a club alsc With the same name and prc—
gram. It will alsc.permit the ¢lubs t- be brcader and discuss the
cultural artifles in- the médgagine. It seems tc me that it will
be easier tc attract pecple cn the campuses in NY under such a
set ug. It will.reallybe a change for the NY comrades which
seems to me t- be what they are really lccking f-r and need.

The magazine is successful and the clubs in NY are n-t. The
rrcposal ~f c-mrades in NY 1s tc bring the Anvil tc the aid cf
these clubs. This is an inccrrect tactics It is hecessary to
bring tye clubs that are welk tc the Anvil. .

I wish to add further that any sécialis}'prcpoaganda can and
should be made thrcugh the nhame.<f the Dobs club cr better va®

-directly in the.name cf the SYL.by the SYL -n the U cf C cempus.

There is a reason fcr the sake ¢f "public cpinicn", “r waich
we shculd conly turn cne de&f ear. Even pecple in Chicayr -
kn:w thatdnvil .ig heavily weighted with SYLers realize nel -“l.is
is nct because we are trying tc build a frent. To change :vi-
to Beoeialiem would ve to dissipate this attitude;. anc lead -acie
pecple tc beliéve that. it was all a hasty Leninist tactic frrm
the etart. o « o ~

In: short, Iam against the opropesed change. |

]

T Lo T ' Fraternally,

Lot T | Deon Wann
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