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Tﬁis bulletin is the first one to be published by the SYL
in it~ pre-convertion discussion. "It hus been late in appearing
only becaace corrades have sent in thzir rGPCfﬁG znd discus-
sion articles late. If we are to publish geveral more bul-
leting bafore the convention then articles, resolutions and
reports must be sent in soone.

The rceporrts in this issue are by no means o corplete picture
of the SYL naticnai dctivities. ‘There are a number of local-

ities which have yet'to report. These absent reports should

o -~

be in the next builetine

3’ This tulletin is not for general public salces. It is only
for members end close friends ot the organization and not to
be displayed at 1i%erature sounters ahd tablese

If articles are reccived ulready stenciled it will fucili-

T——— 7

P tute the issvance of future lssues. all of the newar scventy
stencilled puges in this number were cut in New York which
took at leust one weeke

The churge of fifteen cents per copy is to partiuily defruy
the cast-of mimcographing and mailing. Ve trust that comrades

will send in the proper amount without any special billing.

1l




SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE
. Lo . ..‘ .
11} Vst 1L Stroot

Now Yorl, NeYe

May 21, 1951
Convontion Call

Eg.All Mombors Fractions ~nd Units of the SYL
Decar Comrades:

The first National Convertion of the Sscialist Youth Loaguo will bo hsld on
Juno 27«28, This founding convontion is being called by the National Buro of the
SYL aftor consulting tho momborship of the SYL as to tho dosirability and timing of
such a convontione ' '

Tho SYL was initiotod as a provisional youth affiliato of tho Workers Farty,
now the Indopondort Sooialist Loaguce Of nocossity, much of tho organizationnl
structure of tha SYL was thoroforc of a provisional naturo, and buoauso of this
tho political and organizational decisions mado by the presont national committoo
of tho SYL woro in tho best domoeratic traditions possiblo undsr tho oircunstancos.
Today, however, tho Socialist Youth Loaguo has grown sufficiontly in numbors,
stability and influonco to warrant a national cornvention end to set up the SYL
as a domoeraticAlly constituted organization.

This founding eonvention of the SYL will havo as one of its tasks th> cstablishe
mont of the domocratic structur: of the S¥Le Dol:gotod e¢omrades will moat natione
ally for tho first time to dicido on palicy, constitution an? olcot & notional lead-
orship responsible to the convontion, The eorv rtion will afford us an opportunity
£5 assoss our work of tho past yonrs, to plon futurs activities, to domoeratioclly
diseouss and vot2 on vhatover difforences may oxist within the SYL. '

Ths forcos >f capitalism anl Stalinism arc mighty, throatering to throw bock
_eulturo t> a primitive lovel, It is prociszly tho suoming invircibility of tho
forons of war and barbarism vhich makes the ncod for an organization of ideal istio
and cducated sscialist youth more pressing than over beforee A scrisus, well
attendad First Mational Convention will mcke possible tho growth of the GVL as a
significant force for pcacao, domieracy and socialism, -

Dolezntoss

BEach SYL unit or fraction is cntitled to one rogular delegnte #th full rights to
voico and voto for cvary fivo membors or major fraction thoroofe Mombers of tho
rational commitboc will bz rooosnizod as fratornal dologates with voico but no
voto other than a consultativo vote. HMombars of tho national committcy, howovar,
havoe ths right t> run*rogular dslogates in their unit or fractions

N * QS
Agondas ] #

The following proposad agonda oan be changod by the pational committes or by
the gonvontion itsolfs:

le Convention opsnsd by the National Soorotary
ne roll call

12



e Aloption of Lponida .
Ce Ad)wuxJn >f Corvanti:r Rules
de b1oot13n >f Convortion Coumitteos

L 2+ Roportor from ISL

B« Constitution

. isoussion of "3"

# ~ he Youth ond the Jiar Rosolution

I Discussion of "L4"

o 5e Rolc an! Tasks >f tho SYL incluling

- a)Ralation to ISL b) Gonoral porsprotives o)Unitod Fronts on eampus
Ia” d) SYL work and campus clubs 3) ¥ational SYL publication ‘

6, Roport on hnvil and SYL
Discussisn on "5" and "6"

;:; " 7. Unit Raports
[ ‘ : Disoussion 5f "7"

8+ Resolutions
9, Eloctlon of an SYL thlorql Comnlttoo

Forviard to a éncccss;ul First \utlonal vonvontlan »f tho 9so0ianlist Youth
i Leaguo e ' ‘ :

- h : . With socialist Grootings
JULIUS FiLK
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BERKFLTY SYL CRGANIZATTONAI REPCRT

I. Tntroduction

The Beikeley (University of California) SYL has sieadily grown, durihg a
period of three years, to become one of the threc most active and influential
units in the organization., Since its activity has been based on a special
em~hasis toward youth work, and since any nolitical or organizational volicy:
ryst Lo tested in action, this report will attemnt an cvaluation of the
"Berkeley aporoach as well as a survey of mcmbor,nlp, stability, growth

and campus influence. Only in this manner can a fruitfu) discussinn be
initiated. . . A . , :

It:-must be remembered thqt although the University of California is o
State school with low tuition, and although it is fairly politiecalized, the
attitudc. of the adnlnlstrat*on and the loyalty oath defeat has made funkt1on3ng
for the SYL an extremely difficult problem.  Though rcl‘tlvcly a "sophisticated®

school, this is not the University of Chicago

II. Comnus Functidning

A. Gencral Appraoch
SYL growth depcads ubon sollﬁly 1ntgvr1trd canpus frtctlons. The Berkeley
unit looks upon itsclf as a group for cducating rcvolutionary cadre. The unit
therefore demands intensive study, discipline, anl hard work, This vicw has at
timcs impaired the growth of the unit and has producced scholastic difficulties
for somc comradcs, but it has nroduced people wwith cxeeptional order, and has
made it possiblc to actually industrialize ani colonize peoplc,

The Berkeley unit has never made usc of a front groun. Although no political

group can have any oa~camrus rlghts, the S7L has ncver uscd the tactic
(inportant for the Stalinists) of capturing innoccnt on-campus organizations,
but has prcferred to function opcnly ~off-campus as 2 local 5uction of o
national youth orgznization.

The unit has becen bxccpt;onﬁ11y agegroessive  in pushing its political point
of vicw against all comcrs. This has bc.n donc tough our froquent.strect
mcetings at Sather Gate, the "ralical haven" of the University. Through a
continuous gnd bitter political strugele lasting for many ycars, thc SYL has
won a dccisive politieal and intelloctual victory over all political opponcits,
A1l othor grcups have dost inf 1uoncv, baocone dcworullzcd, or dropped out of
the political picturc. Today Sathcr Gate is known as the propcrty of the SYL.
Every other political group appcars there only at its intellectunl peril.

B. Political Orgqnlzatlons

Besides the SYL, therc arc only two others worth mcntlonwng-thc Socinlist
Club and the Stallnlsts. The Socialist Club is the youth group of thc loea
East Bay Socizlist Barty which is in turn a lcftewing, third=-camp, anti-var

scction of the SP, Both groups arc small, ncw, and coopcrate with us on many
poiits. .

The Stalinists have long been the most active and the mnst powerful group
on eampus. In “1937 the YCL had over 200 nembers at Cal,, and the loenl
Young Progrc931vcs had. around the same book ﬂcnbursnlp during the hcight of the
Wallace campaign. Today the Stalinists opecrate through the Labor Yout1 League,
the Young Progressives, and various M"poace! front grouns, but they have lest
thulr rcql predemincnce. and arc less influcnetial than the SYL. | A}
!
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rltheush the e, the T, the SLI, huve attempted wgoin and asaln
to peretrate campus life, they have been unsuccceenfule  The SYL hus
enly onc recl oppohent--Stuliniems This “opponent™ dares not appear
openly, and has been bercft of even its front groups by vigilant and
merciless SYL attucke '

Tr.e procf of cur influence is our encmies. The SYL is attacked,
maligned, threatencd, on every hand. The orgunizer has been bothered
by crunks, involved in fist-fights, and personally attacked in the
newepapers, s group recently put out a papcer attempting to "provod
that the YL is a “communist-front", and a day hardly goes b when the
SYl. does rnot hit the student newspaper. Ve arc ndo longer merely the
anti-Stalinist left-wing group; today we are the political crganizatic

C. United Frent Berkeley has never leoked upon the united front
strategy s a panacea; but it has uced it constarntly and effectively,
as conditions allewed, as the best method of political functicning.

In a campus which has beén weighed down by Stullnist front groups for
fifteen years, the unit has ralsed the consciousness of the average
political student tec the point where the Stalinists have falled to
set up a really effective front for over two yeurs. "The unit feels nc
compunction about openly exposing and destroying Stalinist front
groups, and has done So on many occasicnse

»

Over a period of two years many successful united fronts have
been held. The most notable one was the United nsction Committee for
Academic Freedom, which was initiated by the SYL, which teok the

_leading role in the students' struggle against the Regents and the

loyalty oath, and which contained 25 on and cff-cumpus orgunizaticns

" at its height. The unit held the Shachtman-Lurndauer debute jointly

with the SDA, the Durant clecticon campalgn jointly with the SP, and a
recent anti-franco meeting jointly with the vocialist Clube. The
Justification for united front activity is thc results obtainede.
Because of our leadireg role 4in these united frontec the SYL gailned

as much, if not morc, thalr any other single organization.

De So0ciulist Unity and the War. Our united front activity with the
Berkeley and Los Angeles sociulists, and thelr acceptance of the anti-
war socialist perspective of the SYI-ISL, has led to a gener-1 view

in faver of sociwlist unity. Under the overwhelming danger and pres-
sure of the Celd War, the Derkeley Unit initiated a ceries of confer-
ences with the YPSL, the Libertarians, and other seccialiste and pac-
ifists. The first conference was held in November 1950 under the
joint sponsorship of the LSL and the YPSL, and put out an anti-war
statement, signed by all three groups, which has now been printed for
use all over the country. :

The second confercnce will be held in Los “‘ngeles on the 26th «nd
27th of April and will be two days in length. One day will be turned
ever to educaticnul muterial completely in line with the general
political views of the SYlLe. .

rferences of this nature should be held
it znd thot they should leud te organic unity
iulists whio have the general third camp point

The unit fecls that
wherever conditlions pers
between all anti-wur co

i

30
]

-

of vicw.

E. Flections The unit has run two candidates for student council in
the last twe yourc. These people run openly as soclalists and wcre
known throughout ihie camius as the SYL candidates. Since everyone

133
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else on campus (including the Stulinidts) runs as an "independent®
the SYL wecte was amazingly highe __—
Soe e .

" F. Student @ocialiste. From an ineffective, poorly written, sectari-
an 1ittle sheet, the S.S. has gradually developei over the years inte
the voice of sociualism and pregressive pelicies on the campuss While
at first 1t was turned out as a mass medla, it is rnow pelinted toward
the pelitically advanced section of the campus and is put out 1n less

" than 1500 copies. The S.S. is the only regular political organ put

eut en the sampus. It has taken the place of the old Communist

_ Campanile which was turned out for about ten years as the volce of

radicalism, but has not uppeared for yearse

The most importgptAthing.the unit has learned is the necescity of
an excellent technical job and the importance of regularity ef pub-

_ licatisn. The tone cf the SS has become more expository, its articles

mere interesting and its stand less and lesc sectarlanes The S5.5. 1is

3_tqday being put out by the newer and less experienced comrades.

G. Labor Action and Anvile The Berkeley unit has taken Laber Action
seriously and has made its name a bywerd on the Cals campus. # stand
has been set up outside of campus, huge quantities are distributed
during registration, and serious attenpts are made to sell every
sympathizer a student subscriptlons The intelllectuval level and’

 general content of Labor Action is excellent and it attractd students.

Anvil, of cdurSe, has been én'impcrtént part of SYI. work. It has

" not, however, become the chief function or overriding censideration

of the Unit but has remained subordianted teo gcneral politiceal fun-
ctioning. /#Anvil by itself should never become a major part of SYL
activity. ' ' . o ’ S "

He Membership and Periphery. Although the Berkzley unit huas a huge
periphery its membership remains small« This paradoxical situation 1s
the result of many fuctors:i (1) the revolutionury cudre nature of our
erientation, (2) the fuct that we must function off-cumpus as a Semi-
pariah erganization, (3) the tremendous effect of the loyalty ocath
defeat and the Koreun War, (5) the subversive list and its results,.
and (6) a certain amount of sectarianism and ultamitism in our public
appreache All of these fuctors, except the last, arc cut of our
hands, The last is a fault which we are attempting to change and
which should lead to an increase in membership and influcncee

III.‘Regional.ndtiviti. Besides the factors mentioned abeve, regional
activity has ferced the unit to partially withdraw from campus life.

Ae West-Cozst Units. Thé unit has expended a tremendous amount of

“time and effort in spreading the 8YL onto other West Coast campusese

This activity has included trips, cerrespondence, conferences, the
Studdnt Socialist, etc., and has scriocusly impaired the actual growth

‘of the Berkeley Unit.

l. Fresnoe In the last year, the Unit has made the 200 mile trip
te Fresno about six times. At oné time a group of four wag set up, but
this dissolvede We have recently getten an excellent .worker-student
with connections among the’agricultural workers, and he should make a
unit feasibles Fresno State College, however, is a very reactjonary
school and great growth cannot be expectede. : : :
née

1
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o, StrrittyasT vie have two people at this "richmn's® scheol und 89

far little public activity is possibles 7

%, Oregon Mtate fecording te the latest reports from Oregon Shate,
a unit should be set up before the 5YL Conventione Our fricnds
were able to get o seriles of meetinags for Max Shachtman at Reed
College in Portland and have been exceptionully active in student
political worke - '

4, Les fngcles. To get an organizaticn started in los Angeles has
been .a major effort of the Berkeley unit. Friends and sympuathlzers
from Los angecles cume to the snti-War Conference, the Unit has mads
one, trip to LAh, and d person has becn sent doewn to help orgenize
the Los ringeles SV and. the 2nd, Anti-War Soclalist Youth vonference
In the last analysis the Los ingeles situstion is far more fruitful
than the Berkeley situation and the possibilities for growth are
excellent. There 1s now a functioning group in L.A. with © solid
fruction at L3s aAngeles City College. The 400 mile trip to Los
sngeles 1s difficult and competent comrades should be colenized.as
soon as possibles A - o ' . ‘

5. University of @ashinctone The Berkeley Unit'made the 1000 mile
trip te Seattle in order to help set up a unit. Two mcetings were
held neur the cumpus and a beginning wus mades Recent informetion
en thc °hachtman trip indicates that the Sewttle people are making
good progress and should be able to set up a functiening unit in
short ondders '

6. Reod Collegg {Portlund) Shachtman's Reed College mectings should
make the setting up of a unit possziblee

7. Othor orons. Although Eerkeley has been active for over thrce
years in the Bay area, it huas not yet been able to penetrate other

local schools. There may be a possibility in the next period of
fractions at Mills College and at S.F. Statce

B. Joint anti-Wur Conferences In line with the gencral anti-wur
perepcective of the SYL, the Berkeley unit initlated & United-Front
anti-viar conference in November 1950 with the Liberturian Socialist:
League and the YPSLe This exploratery cunference tgsued an antl-
war Stutement which has been printed by the vurious groups and
which can he used by the entire oYL. It also plunned wnother con-
ference in Los Angeles to be held on the 26th and 27th ef April.

C. & Regional Student Sociulist? With the approval of the Naticnal
Buro, the Berkeley unit has begun to expand and improve the Student
Soclilict in the direction of a regional publication. With this
expension will come the need for aid in the form of money, nuws _
1tems and articles, and gooed circulations. The Los angeles conferels
encc can make the officicl decisien to 4o this.

One of the problems in front ef the SYL Founding Convention 1is
a nutionzl publicutione This pressing necessity cun be put of f only
at the cxpenss of the growth of the national orguanizatione. The
Berkeley unit feels thot such a publicaticn should be edited by the
Netienal Buro, but if this 1is impossitle it 1s willing to take this
task on its shoulderse. ny




b’ - Pe “"The Colcd Wir on the Compus™ This pamphlet was pu%lished with

. great effort und time by the unit in order to tuke advantage of the
intense uctivity spent in the loyalty outh cumpuign and also, and

¥.. - not less importunt, to demonstrate -the possibility and the absclute

&~ necessity for an SYI. programmutic pamphlet. This pemphlet, 1s one of

;q*_ the tasks of the Founding Cenvention.

IVe Nutlenul Functioning.The Berkeley unit has always looked upon
~itself as a loecal unit of a national youth organization. It hes
;0. ulways attempted to put the face und banner of the SYL before the

- students as opposed to all cther youth groups. This has meant a :
deep=dyed and irreconcilable political struzgle especlally with the 2
local Stalinist movement, combined with a united-front, friendly
attitude towurd those who approachéd (no matter how slightly) the
politicul conceptions &f Independent Soclalisme SR '

" Whenever a cholce had te be¢ made -the Unit chose open SYL activity
to any type of popular frontish, "peuceful coexistence," conception
of poidifftical behavior. . ‘ , 2 '

- 'The unit hus attempted to use the voice of Lubor iction 4s often
- &s thils was possibles &o long as. the SYL has nc monthly or weekly
"publication, it is highly desireuble.that units learn of each others
~actlvities. Silence is not golden ir pelitics and the activities

" of the other SYL units (except for New York) hus remeined a deep-

- dyed mystery. This means the repetition of errors, the difficulty

- of exchunging experiences and the disintegration of the SYL into

Independent loccl groupletss .’ i : ) .
V< Lessons and Perdpectives.. e S AR
A. Regiernal Orginization. The West Coust 1s a natural area and the e

SYL should orgunize a regional 8S, a regional committee, and a
regional centcere The natural place for this (at present) is
Berkeleys. : — } : ,

Be Buck to the Campus=~ Berkeley has everextended its non~campus
uctivities and must now -muke & turn buck to campus 1ife and politics.
A beginning has already been made and good results followed.

C. Women and the Drurte. The unit has consciously and systemsztically
attempted to find women leuders to carry on activity if and when the

. draft begins tn depleté -the mele ranks... This hus proved very
"successful and today we have a weman editor of the £S, &nd a woman -,
- who glives ‘successful strecet speechesy The SYL nationally sheould o
‘muke’a reul effort to attr.ict competent women ints lesding pesitions - -
in the ergunization. Such u policy if consistently followed, shoald
lead t9 a continuation of SYL detivity for a considerable periode

~ De Industrializatien. Ve have already industriulized one comrade end = -
“are thinking of industrializing a few more during the summers We have =
. picked good industrial concentration points znd will set up fractions
‘These people will become ISL people as soon as possibles o

Ee Summer and Next Fall. It is diffecult to predict what will
“happen to the unit by next 7all. Ls long as the draft situation re-
'malns the same, 'the unit will be able to continue.strongly

next Fall, with the incevitable slackening of : :
-~ acitivity during the summér. .o -
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DETR0IT I3

The purpose cf this report will be to present a complete picturs of the
Detroit unit, the milieu in vhich pe function, the activities which we carry on,
the problems with which we are faced and our perspectives for the conlng yeer,

The Detroit unit has become a live orgnaization in the course of the
past year. The most important reason for this was the errival in Detroit of
several comradss who had ths perspective of devoiing thair time to the building
of & youth unit. This had the effect of raising ths morale of the Detroit com-
radss to the point whore we now have & living and growing unit, '

lost of our members attent school gither full time or part time, Five
woric full time in the shops whers there ars ISL comradas, but their political
activity is on campus. This is in part dus to the fact that they don't have
a2 shop perspective. o -

We hold business meetings every other week, with good attendance. Host
important points of discussion at these rneetings are: campus work: and educa=—
tion, We have an exscutive cormittes of three and an educationzl committse of
thrse, with responsibilities distributed throughout the branch,

Our educationals are of two types: internal and public. We hold the

former every other week, alternating them with the business meating so that

we have a neeting every week, The reasons for internal educationnl msetings
are two~fold., First, they deal with topics that are not of broad educational
interest, e.g. the transitional progranm, Germany 1918-1923, the Yew Courss, etc.
Secondly, we feel that it is easier for our own comrades to develop in a small
€710 without non-msmbers present. All of thess discussions are led by vouth
me )ers, :

We held a seriss of public forums, once every two weelks with spealers
from the youth, ISL and sympathizers. In ths lost terw we had a class on Harxe
ist fundanmentals, running over a pericd of 7 consecutive wacks, Attendancz at
these classes rangsd fron 20 to 25, with sevsral sympathizers following the en-~
tire series. While we did not gat any new morbers as an immediate regult ¢f
the class, it did serve to bring sevsral pasople much closer to us.

The most difficult problem we face in Plannins a series of public meste
ings, is that of providing a sufficient variety of speakers., The mora politi-
cal our topics ths more limited we aras in choice of cpeakers. However, with a
greater frequsncy of responsible speakers from New York, this ghould not be
much of a probleom in the future,

Our contacts are for the most part students at Wayne University, plus a
few high school students, Ths high school studonts present a problem for us in
he soenss thet they are in a much younger age group, and that while we are abla
to previde them with education, ssrious difficulties are encountersd when ate
fenpting to intezrate then in our unit where the average aze ig abtout 23, Ve
are maliing an effort to establigh a high school discussion pgroup under the dir-
ection of ons or two of our comrades. In this mamner we will be ablz to direct
thom teward our Broup at whatear collesc they may attend. For exarpls, thebe
is onz of then vho is gradnatic g high school in Juns and plans to go to Oberlin
in the fall. Ve intend to accept the indiwidual in the SYL before the swirer
s that hes will be a nembsr and have gome feel of the organization upon arriving
av Cberlin. This is our present approzch toward high schoel students. In this
rany on't join the orgenization at a time vhen it is imposgsible for
bte intervated, find themselves out of place e&nd, consequently, drop out
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Alrmost all of our activity is directed toward Wayne University. This is
the only campus in Detroit at whic¢h we ars abls to work, It is a city college
with a reactionery adinistration. At the prosent time there ars no political
"action" groups on camdpus. This is the policy of the administration which catets
to the reactionary whins of the state in an effort to obtain additional funds
for the school. AYD, and then all "political and social action" groups were
banned from the campus. Needless to say, ths adiinistration has mever defined
the phrase "political and social action,"

There are no Stalinist organizationc on campus at the present time,
-They do have some studants at school, but they play almost no roléd in the polit-
ical life of the campus, ' There is no SDA, UFW, etc. SLID is tha only political
cludb on campus. ) : e

There are 4 clubs which we héve contacted and with ﬁhich'we tried to o
some work. ) ‘ =

. 1. FAACP - The Wayne Chanter is typical of NAACP groups in gensral,
They hold business meetings and socials, and little else, Two comradss attended
their meetings for some tine, attempted to get a series of discussions started
with 1ittls success. We got one contact (vho was disillusioned with NAACP for

. .its inactivity, joined SLID, bscame disillusioned with that, and is very close
to the SYL at present) and sold sevarel Anvils, but were unable to seriously ine
fluence the club.or the people in it. e gave it up as a waste of valuable
time, C T : ' .

2. Philosophy Club -~ This is a UI? (United Iabor Party) front in the
-sense that it was set up by savaral faculty supportoers of the ULP with a fegw
students, It is not a ~embsrehin club, and plays no rolé on campus other than
- providing a series of lectures each term, We ware friendly with these people
attended their mestings, (vhich had an attendance of from 75 to 150) made cone
tacts, took ths floor and sold anvil. DRscently thay expressed the .desire of
having a spealer on "The Philosouhy of the Russian Revolution.™ We sugcosted
Draper, and they were entlmsiastic about the idea. A date was set and they
accepted the resvonsibility of handling all preparations for the meesting. As
the time for the meétinz dew close we, se2ing that nothins wes being dons about
it, continually incuired of thsm as to vhat they intended to do: They repeated-
1y assured us that sverything was being talzen care of, The end result was that
the meating was not held. Thev had not even made a sincera sffort. to secure
approval for the mestins from ths aduinistration, or bothered to notify us that
the meetine would not take place. It appears to have besn a case of deliberate
sabotags, as a result of which we have broken all relations with them,

3. SLID - This Chapter was reactivated several years ago by a coalition
of all socialist groups at Wayne. It containad the YPSL, ths Cannonites and
two of our comrades. Tha activity of the club was due primarily to the initiative
end leadership of our two courades., The Cannonites becams totally inactive and
the YPSL'g wrorked in the club in their usual inefficient and incompetert mannsr,
They did not nrotest our leadership because: 1. they were not able to supply
an altsrnative leadsrchip 2. they felt reasonably sscure as long as they had
a majority in the club. This situation contirued uctil September 1950,

. In September we hed about half a dozen comrades at school part time vho
Joined SLID, A t this point the YPSL's begen to worry, for whilae our comrades
vare resvongibls membars of the orsanization, attending mestings regularly,

the YPSL‘S could searcely count even a half dozen votes at m eetingse. Ve had
the orientation of foinz everything to avoid a snlit with them. We were willing
to nive tham slicst enything they wanted in an effort to provent the o:sganiza-
tion from breaking u»n. We were determined to attompt to maintain good ralations
with them, in the interest of SLID, vhich is the only club in which a politicaié5
1z
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person at Wayne mirit poasibly function,

In Ssptembar the YESL's insisted on heving certeain posts of responsibility
other than chairman, who was aa SYL'er, For ev¥ample: they insisted on having
2 the post of publicity director, whose functioning can moaka or braek a meeting,
G They were given the positions thay desired and the organization died in short
8 order. There was not ons successful mesting held all term, in contrast to sev—
eral the tern befors. : :

. In February wa decicded to adopt ths policy of allowing the YPSL's to
- have all the responsibility for the organi,ation, with our people maintaining
membership and attending neetings. 1In so doing we would be rélisved of respon-
sibility for the organization's lagk of activity, and yet would be in a posi-
tion to function and possibly resume leadership of the organization at a future
date, :

SLID has dons almost nothing this term. It held a "aguccessful" busi-
ness meetins .six weeks before the end of the term. There were twelve people
present - 6 =f our peopls, one close sympathizer, 4 YPSL's and 2 new people.

A motion wac vassed criticizing tha nationsl executive committee for the manner
in ehich the SLID program as printed in ths Spring '51 issue of Qutlook was
drawn up, and for the nature of the program. Thers will probably be one more
meeting this term, at vwhich the convention will be discusssd.

. It ghould be noted that Wayne is considered to be one of the strong-
holds of SLID nationally. The national convention is being held in Detroit.
They expact about 20 people. 4ll members of SLID are entitled to attend and
‘mote at the convention. A t present our tentative strategy is that all come

. rades will attend and take the floor on: 1. the adoption of a third cam»
rrogram and 2, the elimination of the clause on the Trotslzyists from the con-
stitution. i ‘ .

In SLID, we have several sympathizers: students who are wpposed to the
status quo and desnly concerned with such issues as academic fresdom. These
peopls follow us in SLID and attend STL functions off campus.

4. ¥anguard - With the development in SLID, we decided in February to
initiate & club which would afford ISL speskers and others an opportunity to
address students and would facilitate ths growth of an edditional periphery
for the SYL. Ws had no intention of becaming active in the club but wanted to
give it our political direction and advice. The result was a club composed
of "iAdependent liberals", bohemians, inactive Cannonites and ourselves. The
leadership was in the hands of the "independent 1liberals". The club took on
the character of an avant garde group wiih general and variad interests from
Jazz and surrealism to politics in Spain and India. In our attempt not to be-
come influsntial in the policy making of the club, we found ourselves tending
to cater to tha unstable, bohemian element of the group., However, 25 soon
reqlized that we could not continue in this manner, as tha club was tending to
teke on a craclpot character; as witness the name which was originally adopted -
The High Brow Intellectu2l Tennis and Discussion Society. A t present, throuch
the effort of ourselves and the more stable element in the group, the name has
been chansed to ¥anmuard. A mazazing is being plannad for local circulstion
in the fall. Tho club is based on the comion agreoment of its mambasrs on aca-
demic freedom and civil rights. Thare is also a strong sympathy for Anvil
and its program. We have several friends in this club who are in SLID alsos
This club vas four?s? ~ith the fdes 4hnt it +onld not compete with STID, but
would bo Lecoadur 10 gooms thon 3l ond carry oubt activities in those aress
where SLID was failins to do anything, If SLID would hold meeting, Vansuard
would not compste, but on ths controry, coonerate with thom. [Eil

Ty . -



Qur futurs policy with regard to this club, depends in large part én
what happens with SLID., The club has been successful in activizing several

peaple who werae not active before, providing us with a larger periphery and in
increasing the circulation of Anvil.

Aside from campus activity fhera is véry 1ittls that we can do. TFor
example, thers was no Spanish Consulate which we could picket,

Anvil -~ Ths bulk of our Anv11 sale is on campis, with occasional sales
at public m=atinfs of difforent groups. We sold 200 copias of thos wintor issue
and 250 of tha sprirg issus, Wo should be able to do battar in ths fall, pro-
vidod that tho Churchman article is printod. ' '

Labor A ction -~ For a oimo wa sold Labor Action at a bi-wookly union
forum in conjunction with tho ISL. Sclas averagad from 6 ro ¢ por mooting,
with on attondanca of about 20, Wb distriouted Labor Actions at tho UAW con-
vontion in' Cloveland, sevoral comradss going thars ra for that purposs. Woe do not
havo mass distributions witlheoer on carpug or at tha plants ‘for thoy Bave navor
givun rosults in tho past. . .

Y
.

: Ann Arbor -~ Wo hava ona comrads who want to school at Ann Arbor for the
past yaar. Ho was saveraly limited in tho tims that ho could spend in political
work due to family obligations. Howav;*, in this short timz he was ablo to got
ono person to join tho SYL and to attract political studonts atound him, The
now comrads drifted away in a short &imo, in largo part duo to thoe inability
of our comrado to keep in cloge touch with him., Wo aro attempting to maintain
close contact with A nn A rbor, sending up speakors nnd youth comradss to talikc
and discusg with the contacts that have bson mads, Howevar, it is very diffi-
cult to arrangz such meatings, lot alons organizs onything, without the assist-
ance of somaone who is on campus and who has the tims to devota to organization-
al rosponsibilitios, This is our big problem, Ann Arbor is a promising ficld
of work for thz SYL, Wo fasl that ons full timd student, who conld dovota hime
s31f to political work, would rosult in an SYL unit at the U. of M. in a short
time. Ann A rbor should corta1r1y ‘bo given ths most sarious consideration in
tarms of col onlzatwon.-

Ralationship rlth 18I - Slx narbars of tho §YL are activo in tho ISL,
Soma of tha othar youth comradds attend ISL meetings whan thore ars intorosting
educntionnls, and for proconfantion discussion., ISL comrados spsak for us at
forume and informal disoussions. AYt timos w3 co-sponsor public moatings and
socinls, The SYL sorvss to stimulato and provido a cartain field of activity
for thd ISL. It is primarily tha SYL which brings now facos to mostings and
socials. We¢ in twrn draw upon tho ISL for much of our political educavlon. Tha
rolaticuship can bo termed a healthy onc.

" Perg pactives ~ If we can continur to grow at our prasont rate, rcplacing
whatcvsr losses we have as a rosult of tho draft, comrades devoting tims to ISL
work, ond the ugnal turnover, we will be satisfiod. On campus wo should baecoms
ror: of a force in tho coming yeargivon a moro dofinito and clearly definad camp—
us policy. Wo have no sorious intorunal probloms or gifficulties to hindor our
growille  We ars looking forward to the coming ysar as ona in vhich we will raiso
our ¢wm political lovel, increasc thce numbar of our sympathizers and continuc to
grow in nwivers and influonce. We ars looking forward to tha natifnal convant—
ion of tho GiL, whsre we hops to contributs our shars toward ths organization of
a hoalthy and £olid Socialist Youth Leaguo, capadblo of playing a major role on
tho Aerican carpuse - : :
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REFORT FROU THE CORVAITIS SYL

Ths activity of tha Corvallis fraction is concontrated on two canpxes,
naraly, Oragon State Colloga in Corvallis and Reed Collega in Portlond, about
85 mileg amay., OSC is a stata agricultural and techunical school of about 5020
studonts ig a towm »f 15,000, Dus to the fact that tho liberal arts campus of
the Stats University is forty rilss distant, and becauss of the puroly voeat-
fonnl nature nf this campus, thars is almost a complata absanco of tha idls
rich, wvh~ would forn tho act1v9 bass for anti-socialist sontimant on carmpus,
This fact, couplod with an appalling apathy ~n the part »f cven tho politicals,

he nilitant tradition of ths FHerthwaest, and a gonaral passiva opoosition to
the Korsan war, mnkss for a situation in vhich thare is alomost no politieal
opposition, Tho organizor has had a rogular colurn in tha canpus Daily for

fivo nonths now, and only threz lotters to tha editer about tho colwm have

coro in from a conservativa point cf view.

Thera ara a largo runbar of Stalinists, Stalinnids and Swvaoazyitas on
and around tha campus, but they hreve boon aff2ctad by tho political apathy as
Imch ns anyono olso, and arn practically silent. Tho only sympton: of their ox-
istence is an cccasional latter to tho paper protosting thnt Russia is socinlist,
Thoy do, however, act as a uajor obsteclo to recruitiant, as thay havo alroady
"githor capturad or dormoralizod soma of tho bost oloments. It rust also bo
noted, howover, that tho proscnce of an SYL spolzosiian on carpus has brought
thoir activity to a copleto stan still._

Thors are no losser avilists hore, A student is aither opposed to tho
war, a Stalinist, or so apathistic as not to caro. Thore are outright pro-U.S.
clonents, but toy are novor rkeoard fron politicnlly.

Rcod collegs is oven nore fantastic in torme of political sentiment,
It is a srnll privote college (about 600 studsnts) in tho midst of the socond
rnost exclusivo rasidential aran in Portland, It is a libsrnl arts cnllogo,
spocialiging, amnng othor thirngss, in turning out persnnnel for tho 8tato
Departnent. Eers the apathy is as desp as at Corvallis, but the groat majority
of stuisnts ars Mors or loss socialists,” and Mora or less opposed to tho
ware" Tho nost vocal group is mads up of Swozzyitzs, vho ars the leading elorr
ent in Fgcus, a former YP chaptar, which has boconme an anti—mar discussion Jroup
including clamonts vho are about as close to us as othors are to tho Stalinistse
Ther:e is a high degree of politzcml consciovsness (ths NI in ths school library
1s woll thumbed euch ronth) on ths part of the studsn® body as a whole. Tho
faculty includas Stalinists, Scocial Dauocrats and quasi-Trotslyists,

Activity at OSC up to this tinme zas consisted almost exclusively of
propaganda work in the nowspapor, distributions and contacting., It was as a ro-
sult of those activitiosg that thie prosont froction was built up, Cortain incid-
ontal activities narely cortributed to thosz activitios (such as tho raising of
a smalll anount for the POUX and UPA in compotition with the Froedor: Pledgo).
Othor than thaso propaganda functions, thors has bocn 1ittlo outlat for activii,
Organizaticns in which to work are almost non-eiistent. YP and SDA folded this
Year, thoro iz no JAACP, or athor broad liveral organization on campus, and wo
do not feol it worth while to build one row in ordar to capturo oursolvese. Anvil
1s yoo highbrow for tho canpus §mo havae baen @luposing of 10 copiocs.

ha fraction bacaig of significant size only in April so thorc is littles
tine to stort an oxtonsive activity prograu. Sinco 2 of tha comradas will be
loaving this areca in June, by far th: rost inportant activity npw is odncatlcn.
Tro oducational progran is just now gotting undsr wey. 12
4-)
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g Tho Reod College situation is esxtremoly difficult. Wo had a nooting for
. Shachtnan thoro and racruitod ona pergon vho, within two wecks, was tallkod out

3 , of it by the Focus crowd. This and othar oxporisncas convinca no thnt activity

there is organizationally fruitlass'without‘q regidont fraction. Wo arc on
good terns with Focus, howovcrt and thay haVé agrosd to push Anvil at Rood.
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CEICACO UNIT REIURT

This report will necessarily havs to repeat gora of the things ws sald
in our report for the Midwest Conference, In that report we noted that politi-
cal interest on the Chicago campuses has markedly declined since the outbreak
of the Korean war. There is no patriotic sentiment to speak of but merely a )
kind of apathy toward political questions. Even the MacA rthur firing had virt-
ually no effect on the campuses. This apathy about politics is reflected in
smaller attendance at political mestings and decreased activity on the part of
political organizations.

AVC, largely inert for the past year, folded up in the fall quarter by
merging with & nearby community chapter. The SDA, after a very slight effort
in connection with the local congressional slcction, has subsequently confined
its efforts to running student government wher . its ever more conssrvative out-
look has been manifesteds Other organizations like UWF, MNAACP, and CORE carry
on virtually no activity whatevsr. Probably hardest hit have been the Stalinists.
While there ig little reason to suspect a gross decline in absolute membership, :
their public support and periphery has shown a considerable drop, and as a re~
sult, their front organizations can carry on less activity as compared with
Pervious years. The Fabians, the avowmedly right wing Socialist Party group,
confines itself to monthly public discussions with attendance considerably less
that at our public meetings. A n effort on the part of some pacifisgts to set
up an organization to orpose ROTC came to nought.

In this general setting of political apathy and declins it is enccurag~
ing to report that the SYL presents the appearance of some vigor. The Chicago
unit of the SYL is stronger than ever befors in its history. The unit has re-
cruited a number of new members since last summer. lora than one half our mem-
berg attend the University of Chicego and Roosevelt Collego. Since last gurmer
the unit has lost five members: 2 left town, one resisned znd 2 were dropped.
But considerably more comrades have been recruited and transferred in from other
units since last summer, However, these fifurss do not raflect the strengthen~
ing that has occured in the unit. What is importent is that the members who
left were largely dead wood and that those who were added have proved active
apd able coirades. :

This new strength has shown intself in various ways. Unliks lagt year
vhen there wasn't a stable sxecutive committee, me now have an excellent, vell
functioning exec, Whereas formerly the organizer was overburdened with work
and to a certein extent carried the unit on his back, we now have a genuina col~
lectivs leadership of serious, responsible peopls. The division of labor is so
well got-up that the orgenizer complains that there is nothing for him to do.

L nother promising factor is that there are several new members on tha executive
comnittes and there is a considerable group of activs rank and filers in the
unit available for duty on future executive committees., In fact, one of the
most encouraging factors about the unit has been the rapid development of some
of our newer members. -

The main activity of the unit is on the campusg of the University of Chi~
cago. On this campus the SYL is a recognized organizations and carried on act-
ivities in its owmn name. Our main activity is our weekly public meeting. We
have bteon fortunats in being able to obtain a number of prominsnt and attractive
spenkers, professors and others vho are known at least on campus, Among those
hiave besen Bert Hoselitz, Murray Wax, St. Clair Drake, Jerzy Gliksmen and Hang
Gerth, These meetings have, on the whole, drawn as voll as they have in formsr
yarrg.  Several of them have drawn over fifty people which is as good or better
then othor campus orsanizations have done. Shachtman and Draper also spoks for
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us, each drawing about thirty-fi%g pedple. In addition, we sponsored tvwo speak-
ers from other radical organizations, the IWY and the Proletarian Party. These
mestings were small but successful in that they were educational for our mem=
bers and demonstrated to cur periphery our nor-secterian épproach. The local
branch of the ISL occasionally supplies speaiiers.

‘Another important fuuction of tha un’t is ihe -edacation of ovr own mem—
bers. A g an organixation we have perhaps bean somevhat negligent on this mat-
“ter. However, it is pleasant to report that many of the members on their own
ipitiative have supplied what the unit has failed to provide. Nevertheless, in
addition to a considasrable amount of reading and discussing on an individual
level, we have nad some more formal educational activity. D uring the winter

" we held a begic pamphlet resdingz class led by a mewdsr of the ISL. It was not
entirely successful due to the faect that it often conflicted with othar activi-
ties, Neovertholess many comrades reportad that they got a lot uot of the sos-
sions that were held, A t preset we are conducting a "seminar' in political

" problemg such as the role of the party, the iransitional program, and the nat-

ional question., So far this has baen very successful both from the point of
view of attendnace and of the discusgions. These sessions are led by members

- of the SYL. L ) o o T : L

ko e Kok ARk
‘ We have at least introduced the gquestions involved in a proletarian or-

~ ientation by having several of our Sunday meetings devoted to trads union toplcs.
‘We generall hold thres public meetings a month and ons full lengin business
meeting primarily for members, At the business msetings wa often feature an ed~

" ucational on soms asnact of the labor movemsnt. - We had a report on the CIO '
convention, a discussion on the history of and situstion in the iWGWU, a revort
on the UAT convention, and we plan to hold & discussion on hoy a socialist func-
tions in the shop in the nezr future. o )

: Our most spectacular activity of the year was, of course, the Picketing
“of ‘the Spanish Consulate, $ince this was reported in Labor Action in some de-
tail a few brief remarks will suffice here. The most important thing to mention
1s that the picket line wamp almost entirely the product of the SYL, Tus con~
tributions of the other organizations, including the ISL, were very valuable
but the picketing was predominantly an SYL activity. It was initiated by the
SYL, almost all of the preparatory activity was done by the SYL including the
g?inting“qf signs, and approximately 3/5 of the nickets were brought down by the

In addition to direct BYL activity many of our comrades are engaged in °
actlvity in connection with anvil, the Politics Club at the U, of C. and the
Socialist Club at Roosevelt College. The situation at Rooszevelt, College has im=
proved greatly over preévious years., The club is larger and more active than ever
before in its history., Howmuever, a lot of the members are not interested in poli-
. tics as such, Vhat they seem to be interested in'is that type of organization

which the AYD pretended to be, a social group with progressive inclinations.
Th?y are very enthusiestic when it conmss to participating in a picket line or org-
enizing a social but their interest drops off when it comes to real political dis-
cussion. There is one Comnonite in the club and two Carnonites on the U of O
campus. This seoms to be part of an SWP pollcy to concentrate on the campus.
They are, howsver, isolated on both caupuges in Chicago. . o :

- A word is 4n order on the-Libartariaanocialist'Léague at this point.
, ‘ . (2.4
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They have 2 people at-the U. of C.; amd they don't do anything, and are not mem-
berg of the P olitics Clubs They hhv¥e several people in the Soc¢ialist Club at
Roosevelt, “ut they are not too active thsre, They cooperated with us on the
Spanish pic’ st line. A fter this successful affeir, they sent us a letter ask-
ing for & p:rmanent committee to plan future joint activities. We sent a redly
signifying our desire for joint work in the future.

The club at Roosevelt has had soms very good mestings and SYL'ers:tave
spoken there geveral times. While we should not have ang illusions as to the
~ enduring attachmeant of many of the msmbers, they provide a friendly, spontaneous
atmosphere and qualities of youth which we have sometimes lacked.

The greatest failure of the SYL has been in respect to its contacting
and thereby recruiting activities, The membership has not been recruitment
" conscious. The leadership has not systematically followed up contacts. - There
"has been a sad lack in the personal cultivation of contacts, in spending time
with contacts on the gocial and individual level., This has not the bad effects
that it would ordinarily have because contacts have deen coming around on their
ovn and joining the SYL with little attention from SYL'ers,

A report on the activities of the unit in connection with literature is
attached. Two more aspects of the work of the unit deserve mention., The first
is From the lLeft, a mimeographed publication which we circulate at the U, of C.
It serves tha double purpose of getting our point of view to many students whom
we cannot reach through our meetings or with labor A ction and of glving eome
experience in writing and editing & periodicals ZFrom the Left is now an 8
page job which appears once a month, It carries articles on a8ll subjects from
the campus to the international scens. Whils the technical standards have not
been up to our usual, the articlss have been uniformly good. This is especially
noteworthy when one considers that they have largely besn written by comradss
new to the movement. The technical side of the paper has also shown improvement
of late. The second aspect we should mention is finances. In this respect the
Chicago unit is somevhat more fortunate than gome others. The university per-

.mits student organizations to show movies on campug to raige monsy to finance
their activitiss. Some comrades from out of tovm seem to have an exaggerated
ldea of the amount of money raised in this menner; actually, it does not coms to
a great deal. However, it is just the few dollars which we raise in this way
which enables ug to undertake political and organizational takks at opportuns
moments without being immediately confronted with financial bankruptcy. In the
Fund Drive we had an extremely high quota, $350, We have reised $400. This
money was ralsed in addition to large emounts contributed by the dual members
{o bge local ISL quota., Dual mombers gave only one fourth of their pledge to .

ha SYL,

Our activities in connaection with our of town units have been largely
directed toward Madison, One comrade accompanied Draper on his trip thers and
ony comrads has gone up since. Both of these reported very successful trips and
ge intend to continue sneding people up there from time to time in the future.
The roport from the Madison unit will undoubtedly give more details on this mat~
ter. Another comrade is planning to travel to lawrence, Kansas in May. In ad-
divion we clected two membters to the Midwest Coordinating Committee which hasg
hed two very fruitful meetings so far,

On the vhole the Chicago unit is strong and healthy. This is attested to
itz lavge ernd growing membership. The membership is growing in the senss that
e deudwood drops out and is constantly being replaced by new comrades who &re
definiuely pupsrior in activity end political interest. The unit is growing also
1u ths nddition2l senss that the members are showing a real interest in political
prentamy and mals offorts to strongthen their theoretical knowledge. 1In Otherngf
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respacts 2lso we ars strongér than ever before. Notable in this respsct 1s the
social 1ife. The unit socials have been successes in the real sense of the
word, that is, & convivial atmosphere has prevailed and people have enjoyed

¢ themselves. o o ' o

The picture at tha moment is very bright but the picture for the fute
ure is uncertain. Our recruitment possiblities are not numerous at this point,
2 or 3 at the most. Four of our best comrades on'the U, of C. campus will
probably not be on the campug nekt year ard four comrades may leave the city.
Tro of our Roosevelt comrades will probably not be at school next yoar. A %
leagt two additional comrades face the prospect of being drafted. A t this
point it looks as though our activities on campus next year will have to be
considerably curtailed. However, our secondary leadership ig very promising
and if the draft does not affect too many of our younger corrades we should
not be hurt too badly. One encouraging factor is that at least two of our
comrades are planning to go into the 1abore moverment so that our activity in
that -connection may be increased. In any case, we are surs that the unit will
contimie strons and active even if the activity 1s somewhat diminished and
the unit is slightly smaller in absolfte size. ' ' ' )

¢

LITERATURT REPORT

®

. In the literature department, the unit is doing fairly well. Our rec-
ord on the Eabor Action subscription drive was not good; our quota was 50.
and only 35 were sold; however, this did represernt some real effort on.the
part of some members, notably the Roosevelt comradss. I C

. ‘We recently ordered some new stock of literature from the MO, which
amounted to $28., This bill has been completely paid. The variety of our lit—~
erature. tabls erablas us to sell from $3 to $5 of pamphlets at almost every
good sized public mesting. At such meetings, the labor A ction bundle also
sells repidly; the Fl's have a slower sale, mainly because our old stand~bys
have subscribed, Our IA and NI bill by the end of lay will amount to about
$30, and we have good reason to heone that this can be completely paid off
by then. ‘All ‘in all, the literature dopartment is lax in seilzing outside op-
sortunitiss for distritutions and sales (such being rare and energy being used
. olsewhere) but in the routine work within the unit and at its meetings, is

doing all right, o . '
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FAGTORS IRESHIM AT THE UWNIVERSITY OF KANGAS

1., The co-—ops have becn in the past and are likely to be in the future the
basis for any "liberal" or “radical" enterprise on the campus., = Leadership
and most important ideological influence: Liberals vho have read Marx care-
: fully and have read Elton liayo and the human-relationist group of Harvard
4 :° - @ven more carefully, Voted for Wallace in the last wajor election; attempt
to work now within the Democratic Party, in & liberal direction but distinct
. from ADA. 1llain emphasis on co-ops; generally'reformist." Do not consider
8 thinking in terms of the class struggle useful, believe that labor and man-
- agement can and should be reconciled. ("a management avare of the need of
: the employees.") On foreign policy critical support of U.S.; at the some
© «  time Wallaceite conception of Russia, but here too growing disorientation,
- ("avoid a war so Russia doesnt -feel threatened, can develop freely &nd can
- become liberal internally.") Frederick L. Schuman is a popular author.
F*; ¥Splinter groups of the Left™ ars thought of unkindly: doctrinaire, sectar-
jan, out of touch with reality, etc. That goes even for SP socialists, but
especially for "Trotskyites."! Nobody in this group will join anything., The
. .~ - general membercship is largely epolitical. Has all the right sentiments and
- will support most liberal measures in which it can be interested. Generally
i more receptive and curious than rest of the student body. The co- >s have
160 members. Out of these 20 might be considered political in one way or
another, 60 potentially political, with a lot of hard work. 8o far political
consciousness in the co-ops has centered in the two revievs, upstream and -
the Dove, who have also attracted "marginal pcople" outside the co-ops. For
many, literary outlets have not been adequate, and frugtration for lack of
action is common,

it fioragive,
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- 2. The §_ocialist Study Club. MNostly SP (? out of 8 members). M"Co~opera-
tive" ideology (see above) dominent: Mback door socialization" (the monopo-
lies are gradvally taken over by the state which thereby becomes socialist,)
With one or two exceptiong, strong anti-war position, on pacifist more than on
vucialist grounds. Holds public mostings with spealers once every week, on

k such topics as "Was Marx right", "Class Structure of the U.5.", Monopoly

b . Copitaliem Leads to War.," The speakers usually find that Marx was wrong but

Vsually, a lively discussion develops nevortheless. Anti~gtalinist positicng

since the group as a vhole hag little theoretical foundation there ic little

more than an emotional foundation for this attitude and the thegig of Bureau~

cratic Collectivism does not meet 2nd Internationaliest opposition. Anti- im-

3 Perialist, somevhat; protably not prepared to draw a2ll the consequences in-

: volved, MMight transfer membership to ISI~SYL if prejudices and hesitatione

. removed.

3. The Negroes. No serious attempt has yet been made to organize the Negross
for political action; there are several fields in which such action would be
necessary (discriminatory practices in restaurants, houging, theaters on the
local level.) A CORE group is inactive and could be revived.

4. Ex-Stalinigts. Two of them, one of which has never boen a menber of the
CP. Joined CP fbecauge there vas nothing further left at the time." Still ine
fluonced by Stalinist thinking, and must be further disinfected. Good contacte
with workers and minority groups (esp. Mericans) downtowrm. Might join ISI~SYL
out of nsed for security and acticn.

5: One anarchigt, Ioes not participate in political action, Valuable in coc-~ops,
Woich he attempis to influsnce stoucturally towards democratic, anti-bureau-
cratic diroctions. Will not join and is unlikely to coopsrate to any siznifi- ,

cant extont, ~ 7




6. Stelinighs. Probably three or four of them, one of vhom id in tho co-0ps.

Weel and inetfectual as far as promoting Stalinlem is concerned; £lso handi-
capped by externaly circumstances. Limited intellectual resources and genor-

a2lly no threat to anybody.

7. fThe Compus, I, with the exception of the co-ops and the "marginal people”
associated with the co-ops, overvhelmingly immature. Fraternities have &0

far prevailed, but in student politics the fraternity party was put out of
office several weeks ago by a Greek—independent party concerned with real-

. igsues (student wages, for instance). Anti-wer sentiment relatively strong,
but not crystallized. Possibility of creating moderate interest for socialiem
as ensver to world situation more urgently needed. Can be done begt by Social~
it Club, and sales of _Anvil., No political 1life on campus besides Bocialist
Club, Young Republicans, and Young Democrats, A few SDA members in Young
Democrats, but not active as a chapter,

8, - The town. Three major plants (paper mill, vheat mill, cannery). Unions
weak: most construction jobs arganized by AFL, Cannery is being investigated
at the moment for possibilities of organizing, which would involve reviving
an inactive CIO local. ILabor largely Mexican and underpaid. Negro labor is
digeriminated against. Housing situation for minority groups very difficult,
(slum sections with shacks.of corrugated tin, carlboard, odd boards,. 61d cans,
etc,) Stalinist propaganda moderately active at the time vhen the ex-Stalinist
was still active 'in the CP, but effect more toward generally radicaliging
rather than stalinizing. One democratic organization (Lawrence League for
Practice of Democracy, LLFD) active for FEFY and similar measures. Co-ops
active in LIPD. - . o : . o
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OBSRLIN SYL RAPORT o

The Oborlin SYL, an off compus unit, is the outgrowth of a discussion group,
orpanized by two oomrados soveral years a70e iie had functioned as a discussion
group, oomposad largely of ex-Stalinists (YPrers), and a few irdepondents, until
this Februarye As a result of a visit * by Comrade Falk in February an off-campvs .
unit of SYL was formcd. One of tho members has since loft the areas In acddition,
we . have 'a numbor of conteots, although in varying stages of politioal developmonte
Our activities have boen somowhat limited by the numbor of membars end the nevmess
of the unite FHowever, vio meet rogulariy on an informal basis, and irregularly on
a formal basis, for self=clucation, and discussione In addition, we loep in contaci
with the Cleveland ISL comrades, often moeting at Oberlin or in Cleveland, :

Through the initiative of oursalves and several other students end several other

students a Socialist Digoussion Group was organized, which is in the process of
being roocognized as an official campus organizatione The group is o loose organize .
_ation oontaining "}ibverals", oritical intellectrals, socinl-democrats, paoifists,
and oursclvose However, so for the driving forco has ‘becn the members of the SYL

vynit.

The activities of the SDG wero publicized and aided by the visit of Comrade
Draper in the middle of 4pril, which occurred the day before the first meeting of
the SDG. There were sixty=-five studepts present to hear Comrade Dranarts talk on
"Phe Libarals and UsSe Foreign Polioy"s The telk was vory woll receiv i, and there
was 8 vory goocl discussion periods Since then we havo had the opportunity to talk
to meny of tho people who had boen presernt, and they wero significantly impressed
with Drapoerts analysise ’ :

The first open meoting of the SDG was held the noxt daye (There hald boen a
couple of small preliminary meetings, oonsisting of about ten or twelve peorlee)
Lt this first meetin;, attondsd by about twenty five stulents, organizational
plans wore disoussed, anl some discussion of the principlss of "social ism"
followeds

Tho second meetinz of thae SDG was held the followin weaske A4t this meeting, one
of our comradss sffored a stimulating disct ssion of the history of “ocialism
from tho earlicst begzinnings to the turn of the ocenturye Some twesnty five
students wero in attendance. '

The third open meetiny hoard one of our comrades disouss the history of socialis:

from the turn of the century to the presente ie had an oxoollant disoussion after
the talke OSome fiftecn poople wore prosente

There has been onc business meeting held since then, at- which about twelve
students were prescnte Lt this time a roeding list was distributed (propered by
one of our membors) and a report wes given on the stotus of the procedure of
being recognized as a ocampus organization was givens Dye to tho fact that we are

in the pro~-final exam poriod we have susponded operations for the semostere Howover,

o degree of permansnce has been achioved and there are people responsible for
‘retting the organization under way in tho falle

L word about thé civil libertios scane on campuSe In general, it is pood-=
no loyalty oaths, free student pross, an! the right of froe assombly on collage
property for all student groupse 1o have tho froe use of tho oollege mimoograrh
mechine, and roooive stencils and rapor at a nominal chargoe

Howevor, there is the unofficiol attaclk on oivil libertiose=the growing fear of
students, apathy, quiotism. The FBI is copstantly in Olerlin, investigating
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studonts=~pacifists, Stalinists, radigals--and this is a known facte The FBI has
clamped down on a number of individual students and ons foreipn student, whose
parents are missionaries in Chira end havo stoved thors, has bson orderod to leave
this oountry. However, the collsge acting through the President hes worled to
got him a fair hearing on the oharges.
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The qollege is trying to maintain ¥ts tradition of civil liberties and even
hired one professor, who had left the University of Celifornia in protest against
the loyalty ocathe Iowever, there is telk emong Alumni organizations that loyalty
oaths should be institubed, end thers is no guarantecing the continuanco of the
present favorable situatione A chaptor of the Amorican Civil Liberties Union has
been formed, and one of our comredes is on the Steering Committee of the chaptore

Although somewhat conservatively orientated, it nevertheless may prove to be a
valuable organization in timos of orisis in the oivil liberties fielde

At the end of this year, the Oberlin SYL will lose seversl of its members to
the University of “hicago, gpd the University of Wisconsin. However, wo will have
other SYLers here and a numbér of active contacts, and the Sgeinlist Piscussion
Groupe Consequently there is every possibility of the continuonce of the orge
anization, and an active Third Camp position in Oberlin. '

The Oberlin SYI would like to raise the following questions for discussion at
the time of the conventions The SYL oconvention can only be >f any signifioance
for its members and for the advancement of “ocialism if thero is free and open
discussion of the probloms which are roisede The wory éxistence of the movementew
for the SYL is tho coming core of this ISIm-let alone its advancemert, dopends
on complete, fres, and rotional discussion of the vital theoretical and practical
questions raised by the imminency of the Third :iorld War,

Ao THE SYL IND INDUSTRY: What is the function of the SYL membar in industxy?

that oan he say? How do you bresk the capitalist econtrol of the worker?'s mind

and personality? Perhaps treso are obvious questions for the perpetual SYL'tors
but not to the "youngsters" in this youth movomonte

B, THE SYL AND THE CAMPUS: This is a subject which is more apparent but should
be thoroughly disoussed, considering the fact that the student and intellectual
is tho groatost potential for the SYL todaye The intsllectunl is tired of hitting
his head egainst the walle Ho has no docision maicing powerscand he finds himself
alionated from bourgeois sociotye Tho sptollectual can bo won to the SYL, in =« .
stoad of to Gertrude Stein's poetry, dadaism, and bo=bop, if a progrom suited

to the needs of the situation is o ried oute

C. It seems to some of us that the Third World War which is praotically upon us
ond will not be avoided, will bring Pasoism to the United Statos, with all that
Faseism implied in Germany == & bloodbath of Yegroes, Jows end politieal dissente
ors. Is this immanenty of Fascism a workable theory? If it is a workable theory
then the SYL must develop a practioal revolutionary thoory and plan of aotione
The questions to be asked in this oonnection aro: "How to operate if wo are
denied our rights?" "How to oreate a revolutionary progran?"e If Fasoism 1s
with us thon we cannot work throvgh the Yubor movoment in the garrison statoe
Revolutionery plens must be made, members must be trained in revolutionary
tootics and procedurcse This is not Blanquism or Jaoobinisw, it would seem, but
a ronlistic attempt to find a Leninist solution to the problens

D. Lowever, if Fascism will not come with war, then the question arises, is the
Third Camp position valide Should not anti-Stalinist socialists Join ing
wholeheartedly, in tho anti-Stalinist war? Is thore no% & choice, howaver,poor
botweon s non=Fascist (this is the assumption of this sootion of tho discussiion)
domooratic oapitalism in tho period of the garrison stato and totalitarian
Stalinism? If Fasolsm, thoro certainly is né choice hetwoon loacow or ¥Washirg ton.
T Fafeism is not to come, then tharo is & cholce, it would seome 132,
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ee Not all pacifists are paoifists’bn absolvte noral grourds. There are :
tndividuals who are political pocifists without any referordd to a roligious
oreode Those pslitical pacifists can point to ths exanple of Debs and ask :
why we do not taoke the sare stayd. But some of us who are sympathetic to . 4
this Debsion approach have been criticized for ite Ve think that the '
convention should discuss the question of political pacifism on the
_ basis of its Third Camp position. ‘ '

These are some of the questions which ths Obdrlin SYL would like
to briar to the attention of those who are %o attand the SYL oconvention,
and to all ISLers and SYlLers. e reguest thet those questions in soms '
suiteble form be placed on the agenda and they they be fully discussed
at the converntions ' .o g . ’
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REFURT FROM THS LO5 AMGELAS SYL UWNIT

=’ Cr oL oo : . .
The Los Arzeles unit is the navest unit in the SYL. It was organized
several months ago ard has grovn otoadilyes the LA unit has a sizeable group

of members plus oth:v nor - 2mbers who can be expacted to join the organization
in a short time. Tho mailing list is a large one,

The majority of comrades in the unit ars studonts located on four ocampuses
including the Uity College of Los 4ngeles, Universsicy of Col, of Le.A.,
University of Southern Califosnia sad Pomona Coliego. Tha laiter is a small
oollegs about foriy miles out of towme The largesy fraction is at Los An eles
City Colleges LACC has a great potential for recruitment and this ocampus is
our mein oonosntration. Over 10,000 studerts attend day and evening sessions
es LACC end Stato College which is located on the same camnuse- Most of oux

' recruitment has taken place among evening session students who have a working
olass student-composition, - :

The SYL received a great deal of publicity in the Lus Angeles press ineluding
- the banner headline in one major local paper following a "riot" at a street
- oorner meeting held outside the Campus at LACC, The unit intends to follow up
- on the streot meeting with a public meeting in a-hall near the campus on the
guestion of frce speech. The details of the street meetings which brougzht
Such notoriety were disoussed in detail in a recent issue of Labor Action.
he SYLers at LACC are attempting to put some life into the long dormant

Wlshire Club on that campus,

At ﬁSG there is the possibility of organiiing a socialist study group and
. We hope to reoruit additional members to the SYL from this oampus,

The SYL cooperates oclosely with the Young Peoplet's Socielist Leaguo and the
Libertarian Socialist Leagues The former organization is a leftewing group
with strong pacifist tendenciese The three socialist Youth organizations heve
held two socialist youth conPerences to dates The second one was held late
in &pril and is reported in detail in e recent issue of Labor Action.

, We are part of the Southern California Federation Against i/are Two of our
comrades are delegates to the Federation,

The SYL sche 'ules publio forums a month in advance and they are publicized
through leaflet distributionse The Los Angeles SYL will continue to funotion .
over the summer pericd, Summer sessions are packed with students and we
expect most of our comrades to be in town during the vacation period.

At least three comrades are expected to travel in for the SYL ﬁational
oonvention, ‘ ' ‘ ’ '
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NEW YORI, CITY SYL REPORT

The Yew York report will be divided into three seotionss The first
will deal with tho facts concerning the unit proper, the second will be a
series of reports from compus fractions and the third pert will be an
evaluation of the problems and prospsots of the SYL.

I, The Unit

R

8 Meethg

-— e e

The main activity of the unit, eside from bempus work, is its regular
Friday right meetinz, Ve do not have the seme diffioultiss as other units
with regard to obteining speakerse. The ISL in New York has been extremely
cooperative and helpful in this respsct and the ISL Political Committee is
an excellent source of speskers, The unit holds an average of one business
meeting every six meetin~s, with the evening usually devoted to campus re=
ports, exccutive committee report, discussion,'and votinge These business
meetings have suffered in the past from two related factors: they are
poorly planned by the executive committse and the membership doesn't pare

" tioipate sufficiently in discussing the proposals made to it or the prob-

lems of the unit. In the past six months hovever, membership participation
‘in business meetings has improved oon51derab1y

The attendance at. forums veries considerably, between & and 50,
with the norm oloser to the lower figure. Some of the better attended

‘meetings in the past few months have been lectures on the "Underground Bee

hind the Iron Curtain", "The Twentieth Century Political Novel”, and a
symposium on Britain with an SYLer and e member of the Libertarian Socisnle
ist League speakinge The le vel of disoussion at meotings varies as much

as bhe attendance, at times it is stimulating and, as often, it is dssul-
torye. Many of the comrades in New York, it must be remembered, ars politie
cally daveloped, experienced peopls, end it ‘is more important for the
newer comrades to express themselves in discussions thsn is actually the
caso . : - ' ' :

be Eteoutlve Conmlttee and LembersQ~E

LR N

The executlve committee is large, consxst*ng of an organizer plus
six other comradese It meets regularly and the plans it makes are theor=-
etically adequate for the needs of the looal 3YL. However, it doss not
make itself felt as a real leadsrship should; it has been signally unsuce
cessful in carrying out may of its own decisions and has failed to suffi=
ciently stimulate the membership to accept and carry out a member'!s rese
ponsibilities, But not all the blame for a reticent membership should be
placed on the executive committee; no executive committee cen farce mem-
bers to be responsible and devoted comrades. That is a matter of the po=
litical eduocation and psrsonalepsychological disposition of the individual
member as woll as a matler of efficient functioning of the leading unit
committos, The membsrship has the responsibility of discussing exscutive
committes propocals and carrying out membership decisions made at unit
meetinzs. The executive committea, in turn, must learn to carry out the
routine tasks of the SYL in & more efficient and serious mannere

) The failure of the membership to participate fully in the policy
making of tho unit hss led to a partial “burcecracy by default" on the
part of tho exacubive ocumittos, I%E
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Tho policy of the unit towards lax rambors has beon a "soft" ones
The reasons for this are the special conditions which exist in Tsw York as
;%;v described in Section III of this report. In the pest weeks, however, tho
i oomrades have decided in fevor of reviewinz the membership of several oom=-
2 redes who have not been funotioning at all in the organization.

The New York membership is smaller today thon it Was a year agoe
The rain reason Tor this is thet a nunber of comrades, including some of
our best members, have left for Chicago and Detroit, and sevoral others
have bosn transferred to the ISLe. Vo have recruited approximately the
semonyimber that we have dropped from membarshipe

Literature Distributions

- Phere have been distributions of Lghgz_ﬁption at Columbirn, City
College and Brooklyn Coll" e, during thé past semdstbris The most consise-
tent distributions have talken place ab Brooklyn Colleogse Vhile ve have a
number of youth subscriptions from members and friends, the total is not
nearly as great as it should bee In Brooklyn Colls ge, for exomple, we
oould have meny more subscribers then is actually the case, if our comrades

there pushed subscriptions a little riore consistently.

The unit has put out one issue of a loocal SYL magazine cedl led
"student Socialist",{not to be confused with "Student Sooislist" put out
in Berkeley) The seoond issue is being prepared now. The unit voted to
publish future issues on the hasis of a workshop pending the publication
of & Netional SYL paper: a number of comrades getting together, deciding
on contents and collaborating with esch other on the writing. The publie
cation is to be put out in quantities of three or four hundreds. - Comrades
in the workshop will also participate in preparation of campus leaflots
and writing for Labor Action.

Summer Classess

The New York SYL has always been successful ir the organization of
summer classes, Lost summer we ran classss, some of whose sossions were
attended by as many as & studentse Classes are now being planned for the
coming summer period.on Russian history, the Far Wast and Europoan history
between the two world warse i{e expsct these olasses to be well attended
by members and friendse The classes will not only have-an important educa=
tional value but should help to bring some ofy our contacts into the SYL.

Relations with other Socialist Youth Organizations:

P

The SYL works very closely with the comredes of the Libortarian So=
oialist League on campus and a number of their members attend our meetings
regularly, There is no fesling of compstiiion and our relations are hare
monious and comradely. The Young Peoples Socinlist Leszue is almost com=
pletely inactive in Few York. The active membership of YPSL could be
sounted on ones fingers; though, of coursa, they male the usuel meaningless
claims to a large book membership - and evan this claim is of dublous ac=
curacye The few active YPSLs on campus ais on friendly terms with SYLers
and members of both organizations are in the samo collepe olubse

The bullc of SYL activity is on the ocampus, which brings us to the
next part of our report

]
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II. C#rpus YWork
m:; ‘.-.--Q-.
BROOKXLYN COL™ 2G% R%GPORT

Brooklyn Collere is one of the more politicalized schools in the country.
Although there hes been a noticeable decline in political interest and activity
in the past soveral years Be.Ce still provides a wide arsna for the functioning

of a socialist alub,

The SYL functions in the Debs Socity whioh over a period of ysars has en-
joyed the reputation of being Ythe recogrized socialist cltb and spokesman on
the campuss £nd in the .last years it has become the only socialist group funce
tioninge At the time of the 198 presidenthl cempaign, a Students for Thomas
group wgs formed which had a membership of over 150 with an ective ocors of
about ten people., After the presidential elections a Socislist Club and an
Independent Socialist Club formed out of the leadership of the Students for
Thomas, the Socialist Club considting primarily of SPers an? SLID people, and
the ISC recruiting those students more sympathetic to the Debs Society. After
two years, the Socialist Club has disapwared, the ISC membership went into Lobs,
and SLID has become totally inactive., Fomer members of the Socialist Club and
SLIB who are still on the campus have joingd Debs or else have withdravn from

campus polxticu.

The present Dobs membership also conteins members of Habonim (Social Deme
ooratio Zionist Youth group) who, in number, constitute the majority of the club,
However, although the Habonim is active, internally.the great majority of their
members do not play an active role in Debs other than attending meetings, for
the Habonim does not have the same orientation as ths SYL toward Tunctioning
in recognized campus political groups., This partially stems from their Zionist
orientation and their lsol; of emotional tiss to the American polifiical scene.
Officially, the Habonim has ‘a pro-American point of view., Howsvor, a strong
Third Camp minority does exist centering about some of the members at BC, Ve
have constantly attempted to convince them of the necessity of Americen Jewish
socialists to participate in the struggle for socialism in the U.,S. , where the
achievement of socialism would heve decisive political effeots in the wrlde I f
they could be convinced of the validity >f our anti-Zionist arguments, there is
no doubt that a numbor of them would join the SYL.

" An indication of this relative decline of general political activity can be
‘geen in the number of political groups now furciidoinge In fact, outside of
the Debs Society and the Stalinists (YPA) the:2 i+ ne othsr political group fune

ctioninge The Youar Republicans and Young Denon:rzbs, as usual, do next to noth-
ing outside of the intrigue of Student Council 3»»-%fv:o The Young Liberals
have folded up along with SLID, and SDA is stili :)aWﬂ.&oo as a result of its
partlclpatlﬂn in tho floht ajjainst Gideonse isst sinaster, A Pzace rrcup was
recently ferasd by some Stalinoids in which tha YPA&:” il BYTers have no part,
but todats tiry have done nothing. An Ethical Cultnr+ c.ub ‘ s hoan rairly
active hclding a series of meetings on brotherhood; e-hiss 1!1 nance bub they

have oreated noxt to no interest. The Stalinists huve hull sevaie. maatings
Predominately on Jim Crow issues, but they have rever atiiaotec msrs than their
immediate Stalinoid circle. '

The Debs Society hes.held a number of highly SUCCBSSfUl\mBOtlngSa The
first was with Max Shachtman in coordination with the Debs Society?'s library
exhibit on the life of Burens V. Qobs and it attraoted one hundred studsnts,

Then the:> was a dobato between Hal Draper end repxesentatlve of the Yugoslav
UsNe dele ation on "Is Yuposlavia Building Socialism" vhich also attracted

one hundred, Other mostings viere a dabate on "Is England Building Socialisnﬂ%
!
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(60 attending) and a meeting on the "Undorground in Russie" (35 attording).
There were plans for other meotinss whioh didn't materielizes. The only other
organization thet rivaled the Debs meetings in attendance wers those held by the
Bureau of Historiocal Resoarch with a nunter of faoulty mombers speakinge

While there has been an interest in meetings of a political charegterand
evan the formation of two additional political clubs, the overwhelming mejority
of students abstain from campus political life. The average politically intere
estod student may como down to the meeting, but he is unwilling to join a olub,
There are predominately two reasons for this: the general inability of a stu- .
dent to bolisve that he is able to do anything to build a Third Cemp, and the
fear o job seocurity if it become known that he belongs to a radical group.
Thus students who might otherwise join the club remain on the peripherys..

A class in sooielism was planned in order to prepare some of the le ss
active peopr to take on leadership of the clubes But outside of this considere
etion, it would have been worthwhile to have been able to give the class, Howe
ever, we were unable to obtain an instrudtor and it hed to be postponeds The
present plans are to have a class during thqsummer vacetion when the members

will have more time. :
* . *

- The relations betwsen Debs Society and the various liberal tendencies is

better than it has been in several yearse Two years ago the Debs were fairly
isolated from united fronts on popular issues. The liberals, with the former
Scoialist Club and SLID, kad formed & ocempus coordinating committee from which
Debs was excluded. Today the liberals look to Debs Society for the leadership
in the fizht against the Gldeonse admlnlstratlon and on broader oivil liberw
ties issues, : '

The breaking out of this 1solat1on be ran *Wo yoears ago with the Corfarence
on Democracy in Bducation vhere the Federafion and SDA played a l2ading role in
organizing the anti-Stalinist tendencies to prevent the Stalinists from using
the Conference as a fronte Despite the differences of points of view that
developsd programatically and on the question of seating Stel inist delegates,
the united front was preserved and the Conference achieved a limited success.
This layed the groundwork for the Brooklyn College united front that was formed,
the Campus Coalition Committes, to fight against President Gideonse's suspension
- of the school's paper, Vanguarde In this fight and in the publication of the

Coalition Committeets paper.ﬁgﬁbus N¥ews, the Debs 3ooiety pbyed the leading role,
with a Debs member being ohalrman of the Committess If it were not for the
presence of the Dabs Society the leadership would have been seized by the Stal=
inists and the entire oprosition to Gideonse would have been discredited among
the student body as a "Communist" inspired opposition to the school. It is an
indication of the liberal?s misunderstanding of Stalinism that many of them
wantdd to include the Stalinists in the Committee, and it was the Debs Society
which was able to point out the political reasons why the Stalinists should be
. excluded.

The reactionary role of the Gideonse administration has been publicized in
several Anvil articles. Gideonse's record inocludes suspending the student newse
peper and se tlng up another one under gny editorship that is more subject to
his presgures; suspension of SDA for publishing Campus News; and just recently
he has abolished the formel equality of faculty and students on the facultye
student committeos. This term Gidoonse through his stooges, has tried to intro=-
duce a pblioy that would sovoroly restrict or porhaps prevent the functioning
of oampus politioal clubs; ard the administration has set up the machinery for

#suspension of the LYL becsuse of the Korean War; "3$
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ravokihg the oharter of Stalinist olubs and other olubs that ars "otherwise sub-
versive of the college and. nation," ' o

A number of these last montionsd actions car be directly traced to the in- 4
fluence of tho military on theroampuse For quite some time Gidoonse was trying to i
get .an Air Force ROTC unit on the campus but the "padical"™ reputation of BC was
copsiderzd a handiocesp. However, with the mounting Gideonsa offensive against aoca-
depic freedom and student rights, it hes been announced that an ROTC unit w11

start funotioning next semesters

Lhidh i

At the present time the Gidsonse administration has been unable to ourtail -
the activitiss off all political groupse. 4 meeting of the political clubs and their -
faculty advisors with the administration spokesman revealed that even the faculty N
members are vigorously opposed %o the administration schems to restriet political
- gotivitye Next term the Debs Society might teke the iniative and push for the -
oalling of another "Conference on Democracy in Bducation" on a oity-wide besis in :

protest against the infringements on academic freedom and civil libertiess.
' * k% : ' -

Aathibados et

During the past year the Debs Society has sold Anvil at the entrance to BCe
There has been a drop in sales comparod to previous issues. The Anvil issue with
- the article on Gideonse was. not pushe’ in the classrooms for fear of roetailietion
by the sdministration since its,appearance.coincided withrthe beginning of the
fizht over the suspension of‘yggggggiﬂand the publication of Campus News. The -
last issue was not as enthausiastically received as previous ones, end seles
appeared to have dropped to the coro of politically interested students, But it
should. be point out out.that the Debs Sociaty members themselves fell down, ard

feiled to push them megazine with the previous vigors

. The anti-war character of Anvil makes it difficult for Debs to utilize it
as a means YO present the socialist point of views Thers is actually a confusion
over what .nvil really is: some people think it is apacifist magazine, while 1
others knowing that Debs sells it believe it to be a socialist magazine in .dis- :
guise, and others look at &t merely as a fronte. The club membars do not look on
Anvil as an organ to help in the growth of the club and this is one reason why
pushing the magazine is slowe While a certain part of this is die to a lack of
organizational drive and push on the oampus level, the fact remains that the pre-
sent character of the magazine does not correspond to the needs of the Debs Soc=
. lety as a socialist olube On the other hand, it would be out of the question to

propose the dissolution of the Debs Society end the formation of an anti-war club.

In eddition to selling Anvil, the Club sold the Indie-printed pemphlet on k
the Shachtman-Browder debate which was held under the auspices of the Debs Societye
: ’ : ) * % * : :

The SYL frection at BC has made severd large scale distributions of Labor
Action on the campus and the paper is known among the politicalized students. Also,
there have been & number of leaflet distributions announoing SYL meotingse Most
of the SYLers on campus are known as SYLers and present the Indepsndent Socialist
po}nt of view among their contgets However, we have not oonsistmtly tried to get
L{hose contacts to attend SYL moetints. Ve must become more recruitment conscious
on this campus for the sake of the SYL in general and for Brooklyn College in

pfrtigular
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+ - The bulk nf SYL activity at Yolumbia has been us wctive members of
the Yocialist Club. The Pocialist Club of Columbia has a membership
of approximately fifteen of whom about six are dependable activists..
At the beginning of the spring semester it was decided not to hold
pegular weekly mectings but to plan uand publicize such attractive meet-
-ings as could be arranged, huving a meecting at leugt every two or three
veeks. The planried minimum of meetings were held and were publicized
through leaflets, posters, and notices in the school dallys.In.additionr
to séveral business meetingc, usually poorly attended, the Sociullst
Club has held five forums this semester, four on political subjects
and one on & cultural topic. The average attendunce was 20, which is
a fzir averuge for this transient-like universitye. .

The Sociwulist Club also sold Anvils on a number of occasions &and:
the SYL members several times distributed leuflets advertizing the
 SYL forums. . ' - .
. - Y - C ' - N ’

One type of activity enguged in which ig expected to. be of partie~
ular impertunce for the future work. of our comrudes on the Columbia
campus was the establishment of relatiorships both orgarnizationally
and personally with the £1L.ID, NA:iCP, Pacifist Club and to a leSser de=-
gree with the SDae Several members of the ‘Soclalist @lub are &l so o
active und responsible members of the SLID urid the NAXCP. The Pacifist
club is an entirely shakey outfit which was Jjust formed this semester.
Feeling a fraternal sympathy for the members of this anti-war group '
several socizlists aided them in the formation of their club. The
perspectives and possibilities of this group are not entirely kriown
- but there is some possibility -of its affilinting with the N.Y. Student
"Pederation against wure . i . \ -

~ .The SDA is prnbably dhe most publicized unti=Stulinist politlcul
club at Columbia and its lewdership has been very friendly to the
club. 'SDiiérs and members of the wocialist Club huve worked tegether
closely in the NAACP. They seem to huve correctly generullzed this
need for:comardinated azctivity by the non “talinist left in opposition
. to the Stalinists and other reagtionarics. "~Some efforts were made
toward formalizing this coordination acting through the establishment
of 'a standing committeec of delegates from the previously mentioned
clubs plus a few more which exist. This project was not consummated
. this year but is high on the agendu of a number of the people-who
will be-involved in Columbia's political 1ife next year.

"Perhups a mzin reason why there is a conciderable need for coordin-
ated effort at Columbla is the same reason that the Soclalist Club has
such modest perspectives and in fact finds it very difficuit to do
~much There is a formiduble apathy. It is due, at least in some

degree, first, to a partly reul “adultness®™ und"sophistication" in
‘the Columbia student and second o & marked H.ck of community feellng
at Columbia. It is regrettuble to note that some of our ISL comrades
at Columbia are among thosc who arc too "adult"™ and too "sophisticate.
to participate in routing student activity: distributions, se¢lling,
literature, ete. The preponderunt weight ofh adult education and grud-
uate study in the Columbia scheme makcs the age level of the studepts
sigrnificantly higher than that of probably wuny other university.
this greater age level of Columbig students mukes for x lnvel viemant.
in outside activities which preclude student activitics w ST

‘. . That this greuter age level hus the unfortunate ps®chologlcul
corrclate of a "looking down the nosc attitude® towurd student po-
liticudl struggles is often remurked upon und hardly to be denled
either. i : - 144 ©
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Minelly 1t chould bo noted thot whilo next year severel of our
.otivists of thi ~ 11 A S, e IR
wet ste thie yoar will be migsing it 1o expectoed thut therc
?li? be som. if not complete replucement for the lost persorrel.  4Al1
noall, while we did not succeed strikingly this yeur, the yeur's
work was not a fuilurce. The indications are thut we will sturt the
~ F 3 . N 3 . : - ‘
next ycur in u better position thun we did the last.
City College Duy Session

The main uctivity of the small SYL fruction at City Coll:ge Day
Session has been in the Socialist viscuscsion Club. This club which
had becn wctive two years ago had grudually fallen into an inactive
stutes The recson for this decline wes not merely becuuse of the
personal failures of members of the club or of SYLers on campuse. City
College suprisingly enough is one of the least politicul schoole in
the city. Ezch of the numerous politicul clubs on ccmpus revolve
around two or threc active people with the exception of the ®tulinists
The latter are cleo weuk but they have o larger wctive core thun the
anti-Stalinist orgunizutions. Two new politicul clubs were orgenizel
on campus this semester, both of them peuce organizutions, onc of i«
which is an avowedly pacifist groupe Oeveral members of the Socialist
Club are cctive in the pucifist orgunization und the two organizatior.
are mutually cooperutive. The pccifist wus approached on the gquestio:
of joining the federation but refused for feur of antagonizing some of
its more conservutive members, '

This term the Socialist Discuesion Club had a limited but encour=
aging revival. ipproximately 20 students werc signed up in the
“club, a large percentage uttending the firsttwo business meetings
of the semester. a» mistake was made, however, in not orgunizing
forums early in the terme Instead, a series of business meetings
plus internal discuscions were held and the attendance of club members
droppoed considerably. However, in the latter part of the semester
four forums were ho”d plus a fifth jointly sponsored with the puc=
ifist club. The attendance at two of the forums were successful
by City College standards, 15 at one and 25 at the club's largest .
meetinge snother reuson for smull attendunce at political meetings
is that all camjus clubs must meet during the same hours on the same
say. Thus five or six political meetings can be going on simultan-
eouslye.

The club has been singulurly unsucceszful in selling anvils. Uity
College Day Secssion wus always & weak spot in invil sules but this
term it has been particularly difficult. But with the return to ot
least a minimal politicul activity this semester, the Socialist
Discussion Club may bein « position to carry out orgunized seles of
Anvil in the Fall; if necessary such szles should be carried on with
the aid of students from other schoolse.

Several contacts werce made for the SYI. during the term at least
one of whom may be recruited shortly.

City College (Evening Session)

‘he main vetivities of the SYL in City College Lvening “essions
have been as active nmembers of the Student's Union to Resist War, a
recognized dollege clvb affiliated to the NY Student Federation 4gaw=
inst Vaur. : :

This semestuy the clvb beld four forums the most successful being
. - )41
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a lecture on "The Velidity of Murxism“ attended by sixty students.
(Comrade Shactman wus the speaker.) Other mectings were on the Korean
War, Civil Liberties, and u lecture and film review of Labor and the
Us/We nttendance vuried at these forums fpom 15-35 students. It must
be remembered thut club meetings ot Evening sescion begin at 10:30 P.k.
Comrade Shachtman's meeting lusted until 1:00 ae b

In addition to forums, the Student Union to Resist Wuar distributes
laurge quantities of clever and bewutifully mimeographed leuflets to
the students. :

The membership of the SURW is by and lerge politically close to
the SYL. These members and other students who attend meetings are in
agreement with us beyond the wnti-war program of the SURWe The ideo~
logy of these students contains a rejection of both war camps and a
generally socialist outlook. ’

. A sériéus effort is being made by SYLers on campus 1o recruit to
the SYL. Numbers of each iscsue of Labor Lction are distributed to
contacts and interested students. '

- The club's relations with the school administration are in general
good. .85 yet there has been no serious attempt to restrict academic )
frcedom on this campus except for the banning of the Labor Youth
Leasgue. Unfortunately, this banning went virtually unnoticed on the
cumpus, not even theStalinists made an issue of it outside of student
councile. " :

Yyring this semester the sale of ~nvil has lagged, it must be ad-
mitted, duec to the lack of orgunized selling. «~nvils have been sold
on a personal basis only this term but we plun to orgunize outdoor
tuble sellinge. ’ '

Our relations with other campus groups is limited to friendly
relations with SLID. Meetings ure oocasionully co-sponsored with
SLID and represtntatives of both clubs to Student Council work
together.

The New York Student Federation

In the two years of the existence of the Federution, it has failed
to develop into « significunt force on the New York cumpus, or to be-
come as well known as the member affiliatese. The one big opportunity,
#fter the Conference on Democrucy in Education, was not used to press
forth the name of the Federation in a series of activitiese. ‘

There is a lack of leadership in the Federation. The members who .
could have been able to play an active role were busy with local
campus functions. To the extent that activity could have been carrie”
out, there was the failure to rise to the occasion.

The Federation @iid hold two mectings of a cultural nature and a
united front meeting with S$D; and SLID against the McCarran Lawe. o
meeting of a specifically unti-war character was helde This to a
large extent, reflccts the inability of sell-known speakers to be
attructed to speuk for the Federation. This weas especially true
after the outbreak of the Korean Wuar when a meeting was held. The

- support of the war given by the intellectuals and the personal
timidity of othcr possible speckers has made the task of the Feder=
~ation extremely difficult. : ' - &2,
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f4E NEW YORK PROBLEM

It is qifficult to gdéquately rep“rﬁ and assess the New York
SYL as there are.so many complicuating personal and political fac=-

"~ tors in this city which do .not exist, at least not to the sume de-

gree, in other loculities. New York is the most cosmopolitan an
sophisticuted city in the United States., In a period of intense
class struggle activity this will be - and has been - a tremendous

" radvantuge in building a sociulist movement in this city. But in

the present period of relative economic prosperity, a docile
labor movement, the New York sophistication is of dubious vulue,
end its limitations have had an observuble, harmful- effect on the

SYL here. .

i . .
In wbetter days " an alive warking class and « militant student

- body, nuationally, could always look to New York as a political-

intellectual centers, The studdnt and intellectual sociaglist move-
ment, in particular, witnessed in the Thirties, a happy fusion
of political and cultural Interests. Palitics was not regarded
with the cynicism the’ characterize:. thc intellectuals and pre~
tended intellectuals i today. “o0liticuil :-ebelliousness, int-

- ellectual curiousity :nd cultural movements were inter-reluted

in thought and action during the Thirties. Today the sophisti-
cation of New York is having just the oppositk effect on many
of our contucts, and some of our members, precisely because radic-

~al politics appears to be remote and is not us successful as in

the eurlier period. smong the student-ihtellectuals;4&he term
"inteliectuals" is u.eu mainly for convenience, not accuracy, for
most of the SYL studenti periphery could cnly be described as
"intellectuals" through the loosest use of languagé}—politics is
too frustrating and their attention is centered on intellectual-
activities to a neur exclusion of political ideas and an' absolute
exclusion of political activity. Sometimes they attempt a polit=-
lcal retionalizution for thiem politiczl deadness but the simple

. fact remains that they have neither the fortitude for the ideal-

ism to make even themimimal contributions to the socialist move-
ment . , e

The above analysis is relevant in that it explains imbart why
the New York SYL has not grown in numbers though it has 'increased

'in influence and 'prestige. The SYL is well known among all

politicul students and is properly respected. \Comrades who read
this report should ex. -, - "% not conclude théﬂoﬁganization here
is surrounded by decademce and dillatentaism.’ If we have dis=-
cussed the problem sharply it is only to impress its importance
on comrades ‘and to make them understand a serious obstacle in
our path.

A youth -orgunization in New York must be in a position to
provide the social atmosphere which many .of its members and

- friends normally secke The EYL has attempted to do this through

socials and social-discussions but hus not been successful. The
unit still lacks the necessary integruted social life and too
many of the members’ justifiably feel that they are personally
isolated in the unit. This personal isolation has been the

main factor for the turnover in the SY¥l.. Had we been successful

in resolving the problem, the New York SYL would be a much

larger and more stable organization, One of the main.tasks for.
the SYL exeoutive committee and membership'sto seriously plan
and carry out sociul activities during the summer period, has

.becn discussede.
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One difficulty in providing a social life for the unit rests
in the fact thut geogruphically the members live in different
parts of the city distant from euch other; also the members on
campus ure spread over five colleges. Tais is a political as
well as a sociul disudvantage for the New York SYL when compared
to the Detroit and Chicugo units where the majority of SYLers ure
uctive on one campus an%/or live in one small section of the city.

It must be repeated that in this report we have emphasized,
perhaps overemphasized, some of the fauilures and problems existing
in the NY unit and its activity on and off the campus. But it must
be borne in mind that New York remains a political centerjdesplte
all of its disadvanieges for youth work, it offers un efficient
orgsnization un enormous possibilities for growth. This _
wefficiency" cun be uchieved despite the limitations we have de~-
seribed. Within the pgineral  limitations inherent in Hew York
there are still larg: numcers of individual y>uth who will listen
to our ideas and whe cun be recruvited ‘& 2n crganigaw - of
young socialist activistse. Our prograr suist and can .s arought
to these potentiel m=iaberse. : :
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CALL FOR WZST COAST SYL CONFIRENCE

5 To A1l Wast Coast EYL Units and Fractions:

%

fg Call for a Post-Semester Confsronce of the West Coast Soclalist Youth Leagzue — _
" by the SYL coucus at the Los A ngeles Tri-group Socialist Youth Confersnce and
. by the Berkeley SYL.

=

: The Socialist Youth Leagua on the West Coast has roached a stage of

- growth and activity which maltes mandatory a broader and mors integrated psrspect-—
- ive and operation 1f it is to capitalize on its past work and roalizz its prosent
. opportunitiacs. . S ‘

» Morely enmumerating tha campuses on which it has working fractions or in~
dividuol members and/or close frionds shows tho growth which it has achieved in
~the space of a year., Thi list of schonls where it exists or has influencs in-

~ LACC, UCLA, USC and Pomona to nemo only a partial list. - _ \

: Espacially has the SYL bacomo Ymown on campusss in Los Angoles, Borksloy
-and Corvallis as a major, if not thg, outstanding represontative of radicalism
anong youth, Tho prossure vhich it has oxortod on the California Socialist
-Party and its youth novonont has farced tha SP-YPSL stoadily to the 1laft and has
~opanod up tho possibility of achioving unity with this group of Third Carmp goc-
ialists of not inconsidoerable numbers,

This is orly onoc sidc of tha coin, howover, for our novencnt is faced

g0 with nany weaknesses and difficul®ies which have, in thoe main, arisen out of our
- rapid exvansion without consolidation, Tha Wost Coast is 1500 milss long and
within this vast length our comrades, many of thar new to tho socialist rovenent,
0xist undor isolation and a rmltitudo of alisn proessurcs, It is not surprising,
then, that wo face problems of localisna, lack of courdination and, worst of all,

the danger of tho doterioration of owr nowly acquired sirongth through the surmor
. nonths,

For those reasons tho SYL caucusof tho April tri--roup socialist youth

_conferenco and the Borkeloy SYL are issuing a call for a West Coast SYL Confer—
- ence, ‘ :

The Borkeley Socialist Yonth Longue proposes andfor wrges -

a) that tha conforonce ba hold in Borkoloy on Juns 19 and 20, This choica of
‘date and placa is nads bocause (1) the date falls after the closing of the school
; ; somester and just bafore tha convontions in Now York., This givas nazxirum oppore
- tunity of atteonding %o thoso comrades who will oithoer go to the H.Y. convsiitions,
¢ work for the swiier, or atiend swiisr sossion; (2) ths placs, Borkoloy, is woll

:8ituated as a stopping-ovor point for thoso comrades going to tho convention and

Sistwoll placed noear tho conter of ths coast for those who will roturn hore dire-
ctly.

‘D) that this be a conforonce of dologates empowdred to make decisions on bohalf
-0f local units and fractions bocouse rany important dscisions and rocormondations

tha confersnco until tho fall somoster has already oponod,

;:) that delogatos o oloctod on tho basis of ons nor two nombers (or rajor frac—
g ion ~ 4,2, ono) of each local fraction to insuro tha widost possible reprosent-
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cludas-tho U. of Washington, Orcgon State, Rood, UC, lills,Stanford, Frosno State,
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ust bo made irmediately and there will be no chance for full local dacision after
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" Foxt Student Socinlist = Tha t
" pronisos to b2 a magnificoent job technigally through wtilization of now procosses -
_-ard equipnant, This issuo of ths SS will appoar as a West Coast rogional organ
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ation. And that all other conrados attend as altornatos or fratornal dolegatos.

d) tho groatost possitlo attandance as tha surast woy of holding a successful con~
forance and of achiioving tho basic confaronce objoctivs = that of educating and
intograting tho newor comrodss inte the novoront, f

9) the onclosod tontative agenda as a point of dcvarture for working out tho finnl
conferenca agenda, '

f) that conradas and frisnds from out-of-tomm ﬁill b3 housad and fod at no cost

othar than a $2 registration foo,

g) irmediato corraspondancoe and discussion from all comrados concarnsd on any as-—
poct of tha conferoncs and urges utrniost haste in view of ths nsarnoss of its con-

L
H

.

" Other lattors

The Los Angalss Tri-group Socialist Youth Confarsnce - Tha outcons of this con-
foronco will hava appearsd in Labor A ction by the time this latter is rocoived
g0 tharo is no noed .to cover 4t in this lettgf};. : .

inz.l 8S of tho -school vaar will be aut Juno 1 and

and will contain matorial of oxcoptional intorast. Do teo incroased cost of pub-
lication it will be nocessary to charge local groups 2¢ »ar copy on bundlo ordars
(payable in 3¢ starps). This cosl can ba rocouped in the various localities,
howover, as -the 85 will carry a 5S¢ price and caan bo sold or given away as tho
conrades sea fit. ‘

Fraternally,
L, Thompson
for tho Boerkaloy SYL

TENTATIVE AGENDA

/

West Coast Socialist Youth League Conferaence

Juno 19«20

I Opening of Conferonce; Roll Call of Delegates; Elestion of Prosiding Committoo;

Accaptance of Agenda

\ ’ Y

IT Campus and Local Reports

Univorsity of Washington (Seattls), Oregon State (Corvallis), Reod (Portland),
UC (Borkeloy), Mills {Oakland), Stanford (Palo Alto), Fresno State (Fresno),
UcLA (LA), USC (LA), Pomona (Claromont), and possiblo SF Stato (San Franoisco),

and San Diogo Stato (San Diogo) -

ITI  Wost Coast and Gonoral Political and Organizational -Reports

suggostod topicss Wost Coast as a Regional Entity
ISL-3YL Rolationship
Campus Funotioning
Wost Coast Fasoist Movoment
Draft and Industrialization
California SP and YPSL
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IV  Wost Coast Organization s
Ovorall Porspoctivo for Fall '
Student Sooialist . : A 3
Oporation as a full rusional organ ‘
Hational Buro support ‘ : ;
Local artioloe contribution
Looal oirculation
Local financial support
Wost Coadt Intogration othor than Studont S,cialist
Communiocation
Regional decision-moking body
Fuil«time Wost Coast Youth Orgenizor

b bl A

SYL NWational Founding Convontion (part V on cpon session)
Propasals from this e:..’vronco to conwvontion
Consiceration of conviavion dooumcnts
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REPORTS OF DRAPER AlD SEACHTLAN TOURS

Drapor Towr,

1. St. Iontp. Tho comrades in St. Louls verc instrumontal in organizing an off-
cazipus Pclirics Club of Tachineston U, Thisg clud 5P msored a naating for Draper

 which was a“tsnded by 40 pa.nioe Tho topic wus fllserals and U.S. Forolgn Policy."
" The meotins v2s vory succossfnl from tho point cf vicm of attendznce and rocep-

tion. Tho Toliowing evening an informal mooting of norbers and sympathizers vas
hold., A fo it mombar 2n Jt. fcnis joined end a conrads fron Kansas U, joinod.
Sovaral pecoul: joinad tho Folitics Clud and a puahor of subscriptions to labor

“Action wars sscarod,.

"~ 24 Madiszza. Thoro wore frrie mamboers of the ST on t‘ is eazpus, . Trapor had a

4 e

discussin: v oup memnors. yyooathizers ard Ansit swusposiore ard 3% ras agrood
that theso Jefi-wingers shotid attempt to puh e Lii: Ia the haxotcfore all but
dofunct Sociniist Clud wrilwer thon organizing. e i+l c¢lud thot woals Do based
on the Any’ "g,‘_(, coegran, ' . . '

Dr:oor kad a roelic nmaoting under tho a*-** s of ¥DA,  Tho Loplc was
"That Is Wrozg Gith Aooriz.nForoign Policy?® Tho i u, ae wes atiendced by 40
studonts ant othars were turned away from the smell mouting nnlle ! »

N

m
by

.

‘3. Chicaro.

a) Roosevalt Collago had a very poor mooting. The meating was poorly org-
enizad and only about 10 studonts atuonded, undor tho augpicos of tlic Sccilalist
blubn )

\ b) U. of Chicago's Politics Club had originally plenned a symposiun on
Rovolt in Stalinland but this plan f6ll through. Irapar lecturad on the subjsct

" instead. The attendanco was rolatively small, aboun 35 studonts, but the dig-
" cussion was goode.

c) SYL., A pudblic maetln;_; for Draper was crganizod on tha U. of C. carpus
by the SYL. About 40 poopls attended a lecturs on "Liberalism."

Though all the noeetings in Chicago woro relatively small, only the Rooso-
velt Collszo nzeting was a failurs. Drapor roportsed that cne reason for small
attondance was the bunching up of activity in a ono weok pariod: Draper visit,
Stiachtman nastings and proparations for an.ti-Franco pickot 1line,. ’

4, Dotroit. A naating had been planned for Draper under ths auspices of tha
Philosophy Club of Wayns U, on "The Philosophy of tha Russian Revolutions"” This
club is led b mambars of the United labor Party (UILP), At the last minute the
neeting was colled off. Whether this was dus to sloppy organization by the ULP
or out of maliciousness has not boan datsrnined.

Draper hold a muiber of discussions with tho oxccutive committoo and mon-
bars of tho S7L, "Thz only public moeeting organized during his 3 day stay was a

- meoting under the auspices of tho SYL and ISL. Tho nasting was woll attondod and

livaly,

5., Ann Arbor. As this was vacation time at tho U, of Michigan a pudblic neoting
was nut of tha question. Howover 3 a vory 2axcellontly organizod discussion was
held with a musbor of contacts an’ sympathizers. ’

6. Oboerlin, At Oberlin, Draner had a rwotmr that had to ba orgemizod alrost

, ovar*uzh\ « Tho attondanco was vory largs {*ivon tha hasto with which tho nooting

was organizod aftor ths vacation period and the small sizs of the schonol., At loast

65 pooplo attended & locturc on liboralisn that was vory well rocoivoed. A nunbor

of theso studonts joinad -tho Socialist Discmssion Club in which SYL comrados 8
14

- participato, _ \

s i i
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Shachtrian Tour

53 Corrada Shachtron's trur wmas not a youth tour, but n murhor of his mootings
k' wera held on canpus or under SYL auspices. Only thoso moctings arc raportad horas.

“: 1. Chicazo. hachtman had o vaeting at the U. of Chicago cepug shortly after
Drapor spoize thara. Autaumace vas 85. Sudject: Korea and Anarican Foreign
. Policy.

" 2o Soattla. Tobato wi t"x a facnlty member on "U.M. Folicy in Xorea" was attendod
. by 35 at the YLCA just off the University of Tashington compus,

3. 3Berlz3loy, Lively neeting on Spain hald just off ths campus and attendsd by |

4. Paod Solinga, (Portla:)  Roed Collsge is o snll school of ECC «tudants
whare wo Low hava o : syoduthizors. Shecatman spoks at a carpeas neodting
attenied "y 30 :,tudont Tooie wey Anerican Foroign Palicy. Followiuz <he
nagting an infovnal &1 ,‘1 srion was held at a stu\lant‘s hone and wag atisnded by
20-25, - .
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P'ROPOSLD CONSTITUTICON FOR THS SC“IA.«»IST YOUTH LEAGUR

ARTICIS T - NAME

This organization shall be mown as the Sccialist Youth Leagus, heroin-
after referred to &s the §VL, '

ARTICIE 1T -

[~

Vﬂ

TRROSH,

The purpose of the SYL iy to bring the politics and program of soclalism
and Marxzist education to young werkars snd studsnten: to make them ceusclovg of
the nead for organizaticn directsd toward the aholition of cepitalign ant bur-
esucratic collactivien (Stelinisn) and their repigccment by a democratic souw
ialist society, ' '

ARTICIE ITI ~ AFFILIATION

The SYL is an organizationally autonomouy affiliate of the Idepandent
Socialist League. The progr:zm and eims of the 3YL shell be in azcord with the
Program and aims of the Indspenient Scsialist Leagne. Pelitical duspotes of
S8YL units with brauches of the *rdo:p‘> 1ent Soc wlibn League shall te veviewed
by the Nationwl Burv of the SYL zud finnl decision rests with the Fational Com=
mittee of the Independent Bccialist League. '

- ARTICIE IV, « L[MBERSTIP

Section 1. Youth between the ages of 14 and 25 are eligible for member~
ship. E:»’Cuptlons to this rule are to bae made only with the am.roval of the
Natlonal Buro,

- Bection 2. The minimum political raquirement for merborship is agree-
ment with the aim of building a socialist society,

Soction 3. Every member must belong to a unit in bis locale and where
no guch unit exists he shall be given the status of membersuip-at- large until
guch & unit hag been formed. .

Section 4. Applicantg for member shlp—-at-largo status shall be voted on
by the National Buro., -

Arplicantg for membership vhere a unit exlstg shall be voted
their locale,

Soction 1 5.
on by the unit in

Section Q. Memberz mith at least two years of mem‘oership,/upon reaching
the age of 21 shall be encouraged to jein the ISL,

AR"‘ICIF ¥V ~ DISTRICT, UNIT AID REZTON
ORGAXNIZ ‘. : 103

Se tion,’,l_. In any lo'cale"fiv‘e or more members of the SYL upon appli-
cation to the National Buro shall be chartered and kunowm ag a "vanit,ht

Scction 2, A district orgenization may be set up in eny cone locale
vhere morz then one unit erxisis, sunject to the apnroval of tha Mational Bure.
The executive committee of a district orsanization must bLe elsctsd by the menhere

ship of the compnsut unity ax.d will be the highest governing bods fer thau arca,
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N Section Z. In goorrophically larger erens regional comnidttess may bo
set up gubject to ths approval of the Buro., Between regional conventions it
is the highest governing body for that arca,

ARTICLK VI ~ NATJONAL ORGANIZATION

Section 1. The highsst governing body of the SYL is the national con-~
vention.

Section 2, Between national conventions &nd subject to its decisions
there shall be a national committee vhich has vested in it the authority of the
national convsntion by which it is elected.

, Section 3. The national #ommittes ghall consist of (number) mem-
E‘“ bers, and __ (number) o alterratss to fill vucancies on the national committee
LZA in an order decided upon by the nuiional convention, The national convention
a shall elect all members and alternates to the national committee,

Section 4. Members of the national committee can ba suspended from the
national cormittee and/or SYL maitbership by a two thirds vote of the national

o committee, pending final decision by the national comvention. A member of the
F
e national committee can be expelled from the SYL only by the national conven—

tiono

Section 5. The national committes shall meet at least twice between
conventions, , :

N Section 6. The national convention shall be held at least once every
gﬂ two years, preferably following the ISL convention,

, Section 7., Betweon conventicns a decitcion of the national committes
can be overruled by a national membership referendun.

kl : Section 8. The National Buro shall consist of rational committee mem-—
L. bers residing in the locale of the mational office and shall be elected by the
2 national committee. A representative from the Independent Socialist League
ghall be recognized as a reguiar member of the Wational Buro.

iT - Section 9. 4 HNational Buro member ghall be elected by ths national
- committee to the post of mational secretary. _
A :

Section 10, The ¥ational Burp sholl conduct rational political and org-
anizational affairg of the SYL betwesn conventions subject to the gproval of
the national committes,

.
A Al i O D

Section 11, The national secretary shall be in charge of affairs re-

lating to the functioning of the national office and subjsct to the approval of
the National Buro. ' :

e
N

o & iy

w

B

Section 12, The rational committoe shall alect a representative to the
ISL Yational Committea,

.
o S TR

,
L AT
R

ARTICLE VII ~ NATIONAL CONVENTION

Section 1. The convsntion csll including agonda and rules of the con-
Vention and pronosals of ratiomal camuittea must be sent out three mcnths be~ )
fore the date of the comventions. 151

POCRPE TN ST

it

ittt LB, ol




Soction 2. A swnccial conveuntion may be called bty a majority of the
national committse or by 2/5 of the units with at least 1/3 of the membership,

Section 3., Only membars in good standing have the right to vote for
delegates. Voting ig to take plnce on a unit basis. .

Secticn 4. Each unit will elect one 3slegate for a given number of
‘members in good standing or major fraction tkereof. The rumber is to be spoc—
ified by the national conmitiee in the convention call, Units may elect alt-
ernateg to the convention, -

~ Bection 5. Members and alternates of the national committes shall be
fraterral delegates at the national convention with voice but no vote,

Section 6 Ina uait vhich is entitled to cne dslegate, the delegate
'ghall be the one with the highest vote or a majority, Imn a unit with two del-
egates a minority faction candidate receiving one third of the vote shall be
a8 delegate and the mejority faction shall have one delegate; in a unit entitled
to three delegates a minority faction candidate receiving one fourth of the
vote shall have one delega.e; vwhere & unit is entitied to four delegaties &
minority faction recsiving one fulith of the ¢cte sinll receive one de'egate
and two-fifths of the vote chell entitle the mainority to two delegates.

, . Section 7., All rules governing a convention hot.dafinéd in the con¥
stitution shall be establighed by the national committes in its convention call,

© ARDICIE VIII - REFFRENDUM AND RECALL

 fection 1, Initiative for refersndum éan be made by one-third of the

membership or two-fifths of the §7L unitg., Raferendun shall be decided by

majority vote.

Bection 2. Initlative toward recall of any officer can be made by
one-third of the membership or two-~fifths of thw merbership of the area yhich
elected him. All o ficers can be recailed by 2injority voie of the membership
of the area which elected Linm,

_APPIOIE IX - DFIRACY AND DISCIPLINE

-l
R o

Section l. The SYI yheil be based ﬁpon the fﬁllest‘internal'democraéy
combined with loyal unity cf action to effectively carry out decisions adopted
by authorized bodies of the SYL. - :

fection 2. The national committee is to provide for a year round dig-~ .
Cussion bullstia in which divergent political and orgenizational views of mem-

bers can receive full expression.

.§§9219§;§. A unit is to provide members with oppbrtunities to present
their views on organizationzl and political problems before its membership.
The exact frequency of such discussion meetings is left to the discretion of

. units,

Soction 4, The national committee is to provide for a epecial three
month pre-convention discussion period.

Bection 5, Members whose dues are three months in errears are suto-
matical}y suspendsd from the SYL; those vho are six months in arrearg are
autematically dropped from membership in the EYL. 152
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Soction 6. Charges of violations of discipline or activitv harmful to
the socialist cause made against an individuel or membor must bemade in

writing. The individual charges is entitlad to a trial bofore a traill committeo

composed of members of his unit, elected by the unit, which will then dring in
2 recommendation to the unit., A two~thirds vote is necessary for expulsion;
& mzjority vote is necessary for suspension or ceusure.

Section 7. All members have the right to appeal to higher bodies of
the SYL up to and including the national convention, A majority decision of
any higher body is necessary to sustain or overrule the decision of & lower
body. The decision of ths convention shall bo final,

Section 8. A member of a committee elected by the mational, regional
or district convention can be tried by the cormittee of which he is a member,
or by the membership of the units in the area which elected him. Charges
brought by eny aforementioned committee against a non-committee member must be
presented to the unit to which the individual belongs. A higher body has the
right to try a member of the SYL Vvelonging to a lower body under its jurig-
diction. : ' : .

ARTICIE ;;:_ ~ FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS

Section.l, New members are to pay a twenty-~five cent initiation fee
which ig to be forwarded to the Natlonal Office.

‘ Section 2. Bach member is to pay & minimn of —_.a week dues. The
Policy of each unit shall be to review each member's financial status and to

establish a pledge system above the minimum dues system. liembers are to be

exempted from dues payment only by apvroval of the unit executive committee,

Section 3. Financial obligatidna of the SYL units to the national
office ghall be determined on an individual bagis between the unit and the
national office.

‘A RTICIE XI - EiEHDIvIENTS'

Amendments may be mede to the constitution by the national convention
or in referendum vote.

ARTICIE XIT - . PRESS

All official publicatlons of the SYL are subJect to the diraction of
the SYL and the national committee,

ARTICLE XIII - PARLIAMENTARY RULES

At all meetings and conventions of the SYL, Roberts Rules of Order
sholl govern procedure except that all decisions are to be made by majority
vote unless otherwise specified in this constitution and the chairman is to
have the right to vote and voice at all timeg.
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SYL NATIOPAL BURO RESCOLUTIQH O YOUT ATD iR

Tho imuinimeo of n third world viar posos a new typo of strugple botwoon
groat world povnrse Tho first twa world wars wors fundanontally ocapitalist
impcrianlist strugzluse Tho naturs of Stalinisn did not, during vorld War II,
dotarinince the charaoter of tho conflicte The throatening third world wor
is of a more profound naturos It is bascd on the inher:nt ircompatabllity of
two differcnt social systoms: burosoratic eolloctivism and oepitalisn,

Capitalism, although cngaged in a soeial strug;lsc with stalinism has been
able to stave Off Stalinism only on o militery lovel., Tho fight ageinst Stalinisn,
howover, is more than o military problems It must bo combatted as an idcologioal
forcoe which has strong mnss appoals To the milliosns of psoplo in the world who
ar? disillusion2d with 2xisting soeinty capitalisn can make nos sucoossful appoal
against the dynomic Stalinius mavimonte Capitalism can mako no offective struggle
on o progromaatic level and it is only on the basis of program that stalinisn
can bo progrossively and definitively oliminated, The political bathls against
stalinism will be won whon tho masses are wor over o a gonvins sscialist prow
grarme The inability of capitalism €5 offer the masses >f tho world a perspoctive
of a gonuino improvemert ir thoir soeial conditions disqualifics it from leadore
ship in the ideological struggle agairst Stalinisn,

Washington's opon ospousal of roactionary allios such as Franco, Beo-Dai and
Syngman Rho2 is damming evideneo of tho inability of capitalist imrerialism to
win agoinst Stalinism in tht mass aronae Tho natura” 5f Washington's conflict wit
Stalinism is boeomingpolitieally mors reoactiosnary and dominantly military,

 This inorcesingly rcactisnary trond in Uoshington's forsign policy has its
rolated parallel in the wave of reactisn vhich is simoping ths Unitoed States,
threatening to inundato many of tho doimscratie rights of partics, unions and
individuals, :

During World War II, bosavse thers was no organized opposition to tho war,
tho Amcrican political strustur: roraine? relatively unchangeds Today the
oxistonos of a Stalinist oppssition at hime and the depth of tho struzgle botwoon
capitalism ard burscratic callactivism has praducod an organizod, somatimes
hysterical, attack by Washington against the demooratic rights of its opponents,
real and imaginary. Although the Stalinists arc tho most sought after vietims of
tho govermment's wittBant, tho driveo bas o momentem of its own, ond sosoialists,
union militarts and even non-poslitical individuals ars vietimizods. The MeCarran
Aot and other moasures agaivst alleged "subversivas" ars anly a pralude to tho
intensifiod blows against politicnl domocracy which will como with the advent of
ware Tho outbrosk of war will mear on irpulsiosn toward the developmont of a
garrison state in fmoricas It will still not be the nightmars of Stalinist
totalitariansim but this is no compensation for our mure than grodusl loss of
civil rights at homo, '

The dovclopmonts townrd a garrison stato in Zmerioa cgnnot be minigi§cd but
it would bo blind scetarianism t5 concludc that thoro will be no political
difforoncos botwoen the U.3. and Stalinist Russine However it would bo fatal
to socialism and domocracy if the socinlist movemont t:day woxre to.aban?on tho
corcopt of the Third Camp in ordor to support or cPdsrgo smerioon 1mpcr}alism,_
oritionlly or othorwiso, in its struzgle with Ru331gn“1mpoyla1}sv, On':?i't .
grounds that capitalist democracy is the "losser ovil™ +0 otal?nlst tota ltarior=
isme To abandon thoe Third Camp today moans to surrender tho flgh? for sooialism
ot a timo when it is most urzints It mcans to abdicatc from tho.flght for‘
domoeratic sacialism ard agairst bGalirism, in favor of §upport1pg to?torlng
bourge »>is socioty vhick has proven itself ineapablo of ol?hcr prosorvipg dome
.. ooracy or succossfully combatting Stalinisn on a progressive basi§. o
- gbandon tho Third Somp means sl so to abandon tha oslonial massos in rovolt; to
drive thom ints ths amms of Sta linisn for they will cortainly not follow the
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advice of pro-wor Mo einlists" o postpons thoilr batslz for full frocdom and
indepeondonco in ths intorosts of fmorican, Duteh, Froreh or Eritish imporinlisme

The fundomontal basis of our oppoisition o support of fmoricn is hasced on
our conooptisn of the validity of tha third cusp perspectives Despite the fact
that no socialist rovolution sccurad Auring tho sccond world wor end that tho
socislist movament is tolay at one of its lovnst obbs in history, wo bslicwe
that givan oxisting condtionstho possibiliby of the Asveloprens of o third oamp
is o roal once

In srdsr to annlyze fubur: evonts wo oanrdt brss ourselves on cxisting cole
ditions alons. If this were tho case tren the sociclist movomont in previous
poriods’ of renctisn would have given up the strugglee W2 must look at thoso
frotors which determing ovonts and basa our anaolysis on thome

The possibility of socialism has elways boon based on the oxistence of tho
class strugzloe tho class struggle Aoses not depend on soginlists for its cxis
cnooj it stens from tho exploitative rolations of sacictve The sxistoncs of the
olass strugsle today is an ‘ipdisputable fact, The perspective in tho U.S, for
ths class strugglo are bettor than cxisted during thz seoond world ware The
lack of any rosnrves >f unemployment plus the irnflatiorary spiral which will
goconpany a switch from ¢onsumer to war production will m an o deecline in tho
stonlard »f livipg. Hven during world war II, whon the standard of living roso,
opposition to Washington inside the labor movemont oxistols

=
o
(o]
U
¥

1t 5ok the form among more militant urnionists >f cdmpaigning around slogans

" of abandong tho no=strike pledge and zettirg of f tho Vlar Labor Boarde During tho

2
Third ¥World War tho declivo, in tho standard of living will mcan a sharpsning of
the olass strugslee : »

Tho tas: of socianlists in rofsrorco to tho labor rmovomont is to channslizo tho
oconomic strugsle into politicel dircctions. Thy conncation botwoon profitosring
tho war nims of the capi“nlist govorrmsrt nush bs oxvosade Tho rolo of tho
govarnment ond omployors in attocking @nionimilitants undor the guise of the
onti-subvorsive drive must bo connzcted with the goneral quostion of eivil
libortios for the whols populatisne - Struggles with war labor boards ovor wagoes,
conlitions of work ote., should bo usol as o shourling board to show tho
fundemontal elass naturs of both partios. Our most important agitation dhould
contar around the formation of an indepondont labor party with a progrossivo

- foroibkx policye
Ths foar and hatred >f atomic war togsthor with a Aistrust of copitalism

militates against tho ability of - imericn b5 obfain socure alliances opgainst
Russine Tho nooossity. for tho dovolopmont. of an international progrum is ovan
stronzer abroad among thoso groups which aro attompting to achicvo some mannor
of indeponionco from both war campss, Tondoncios towardl a third camp arc ro=
flcoted in th? split in ths BLP and in lenru's critioisms of fmcriocas Theso
tondorciss if thoy aro to achicvo any sucocss nust odopt an intornational
program which recognizos the fundamental hatred which tha masscs urdor Stalinist
domination boar toward their rulerse A nationol war against Stalinism vill
minimizo the hatrod of the Russians thenms:lvos for their loaders and will tond
t5 unify tho Ressian poople with thelr opprossors as was shown in tho scoond
worll ware Tho adoption of a political and ideologienl perspeetivo on tha part
of thoso proups who are attempting independence >f tho two groet powsrs will
opun up thu possibiliby of their success.
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Tho-ysuts movement of today has littla orgaric or political conrocticn with
Y 3 3 i ] “ L3 \

the youth movement of tho rodical thirtics. Tho™lockad out gonoration’ fueusod

its struggle around the issuses of unemploymont, academic rights and war,

With the patriotism of Stalinist polifes during tho "Pooplo's Front" period canc
the beginrings of tho declinc of student radicalisme.

The forvont support of the govermment by tho Stalinists, thc lack of opposition
to tho war and the elimination of uncmployment all but swopt politics from '
tho campus during World War II. This did not mcan an aotlve pro~war sentiment
on compuse Tho studont roaction was much tho samo as that of the rost of tho
“populations It was manifestod by a passive support of the war marked by little
onthusiasn. Tho ocampus was affocted by the war but studernt intersst was usually
contorcd about whatwas going to happon to him as an individual »

The post=war poriod brought a small rovival in campus politicse Tho briof suoceds
of tho Wallace movomont indicatod a soaiel dissatisfaction among strata of young
poople. Howover thy genaral tenor of eollege lifs has boon unaffootod by student
-political activitioss This docs not mecan that politics docs not affoct tho
studont, or, moro important, that he is not awarc of the proximity of politics

to his own-lifce In a sonsc tharo is mora socianl awaronoss today than 15 yoars
agoe Tho studont picks up a newspaper knowing that what ho roads may chango the
 eourso Jof his lifo. His roaction, howover,doas not talzo the form of olther
- organizod social protest or. apsroval; ord whon there is roscntmont, it is exprossc.
" on a poersonal levole His lack of cnthusiasm for tho war doas not manifeost itsolf
in joining an anti=war movcmont but in trying to avoid draft induction, His foar
about job scourity is not reflccted in eny “idoological conclusisns but in an
attitude of cargerism and finding a safo niche for himsclf. This dopoliticalizae-
tisn occurs whon the nosd £or politionl oction is groator than over bzforo. This
is the genoral reaction among young people to tho crisis in vorld cvonts and to
-tho catastrophs which threatons thoir lives. The dosire to avoid atomio wvar
is widesproad but the foar of its outbroal, strengthened by the Koroan cvents is
so doop that only"immediato solutions" can rodeive wide accoptancc. ALctually
this fear militatos against a movemort such-as ours which promisod little
immodiato succoss in cffocting its programe '

Mass roactions arcyhovicver,ncvar unifarme *he fact that tho mejority . of
young peoplo will not be influenced today by our program is not to dony that thore
aro significant numbors of students, interestod-in politienl quostionsywho
" gan bc won ovar to the militant sociclist point of views This is strongbhoncd by
the growing disparity botwoen the govermmont and its liberal edhcrcnts, Tho ime
minonco of war together with tho bankruptey of programs alternative to surs placo:
our vicws in a sharp and logienl rolicf 5 thos: of other orgenizationse If we
cannst make our voics hoard in vast arc -as it is nevartholess truc that tho
audionoo for our p.litics is wider than beforse On campus in particular, whoro
on interast in idoas is stronger than among tho rest of the population thers aro
many individunls who arc potential SYL memborse It is from among thcse students,
the moro idenlistioc and the moro intolloctual, that the socialist leadership of
the futuro will bs strongt onode o, /

The govormient losks tu tho eslleges in torms of its plans for gearing the
fmerican nation to a prrmamnt state of ware The perspoctive of a proewar and war
poriod >f long durction ia rafloctod in the recontly announcod dofermont program
£or colloge studentse Tho gyveorrmont intonds to train technicians, profossisnals,
and propapgandists as.part of gn clifc in a pormanont war oconomy. This is open
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slass lugislation sines ooilogo studonts oorno doninatly fron the middlo and upror
olns3t5. In this caso being born into the working class may very woll bscomo o |
mattox of lifo and deaths ‘fmorican imporialism nust mako up for its laok of
manpaver supdriority over Russian inporialisn by a oonstantly inorcasing
toochnologys Tho dircct nood which the govermmont hns for theso specialists in : :
its war preparations will be refleeted in inoroasing military intcrvention an tho ;
campuse Togothor with tho growing numbor of schools which aro introducing ROTC ]
we arc vitnossing a slow stroam of military mon and pdliticians into tho ranks
»f "oducators"e Ono of tho important aspsots of our program must be opposition
to the militarization of tho oampus and tho subordi-natisn of acadomic lifc and
. acadomic rights t> its domands, : ' - o

‘The rostriction of noademic frocdom is tho campus countorpart >f tho national
ontiesubversive! drive‘which bogan with tho cold war. During the last wor tho lor
‘of any scrisus opposition to tho govermment was reflecoted in the virtual unimpai:
mont of “Arorica!s minimal domocratio struoturc. Today as a third world var
appoars to bo only a quostion of timo, tho "anti-rod" drivo is gaining in momon-
tum. With tho growing intogration of the oollozos into war proparations, studsnt
rights will bo victimizod boyond tho eivil rights of tho rost of the population.
Wo know from experionco that although tho anti-Stalinist drive is aimed primarily
against tho Stalinists it is vory oftoen dirooted agninst sociclists and liboralse
Tho drive against studont rights is a dirsot oonsoquonco >f the war program of tr
administration. Although we havo no sympathy for Stalinism we arc in open-oppo=
" sition to supprossing tho rights of any studont organization inoluding affilical
"~ and fronts of tho Communist Party. Roaction 4gainst tho Stalinists although it
is very ofton supported by studonts is spoarheadod usually by the collego adnine
isbratisne It takes tho form of decrco from abavo, of burcaucratic ordors, of
legel inoriminations The absonco of a stulent youth movemont in dofonso of its o
rights will loave the ficld opon for administrativo roprossions : . -

Tho major significant offcot which war proparations havo had on collcgo
political lifo is contcrcd around the issucz of academio frocdome Givon tho
abscnoo of a large anti-war movemont this will be - the major political question
for student youthe It is cssontial that we do not limit our role in theso
struz;los to participntion or oven organizational leaderships Vo must abtompt
to oducate © bher political tendoncios to tho conncction botioon tho attooks on
aoadonic freodom and tho war drives of fmerican imperialisnm, Vory -often
liborals become disorionted from their uxporicnco with >r revolving around eivil
rights for CPerse Only political clarification can prevent this. Our gpproach
to tho problom of the dofonsc of tho rights of Stalinist >rganizations rnust bo
based on o rocognitiosn of the nocessity in goneral of oxcluding thom from that
strugglee The tondency among liborals is usually €5 vacillate from one
oxbrome b9 anothor on this quostione 4% one point they are for inviting them int
tho uritod front, at anothor for cxoluling thom from tho campus ortirclye An
oducation toward an understanding >f the naturo of Stalinism and also the nature
of govornment opposition to it is a fundamontal osrtribution which wo ocan mako &,
the studont movemonte ‘ - '
In addition to offoring our political analysis of Stalinism wo must attempt ¢
onlarge the idoslogical scopo of tho strugzle for studont rights. The attacks
on aocodemic freodom by the govornmant must be connccted with its roactionary
- Pordign policy, its war aims and with tho naturo of capitalisne “inco tho
povoernmont includes the campus in its war plans tho dofense of studont froodom
ig objrctivoly anti-ware Tho devolopment of students who aro willing to fight f
democraey on the campus to a comprohcnsion of tho noscssity for socialism is ths
main task of socianlists on oampns.

in intepgral part of our propaganda is an omphasis on the fundamental inadoquas
of the isolated studont movomonte In order to roalizo its aims tho youth movoe -
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A mont must connoct itsolf wi th tho only sooially offactive ond progrcssivo olass
g~ " in socicty, tha working olass through tha srganizod trado uaisn movement,

Among small numbors of yuung pecoplo tho pasifist attitudo has taker ros>t. Wo
aro spoaking only of thoso sincoro paoifists who belicve this is the only way
o fight ware i LT : .

Wo rojecot pacifist absslutc morality bocauso we bolicvo it would lcado indive
iduals and minoritios, victims of fascist and roanstionary torror, holploss in thoir
ovn dofonso. As socialists wo bolicve that wor is a social and oconomic problom.
It oan bz climinatod only by tho mass accoptanco of a sooialist programs Wo work
for tho adoption o>f that program and soek. to surround oursclves vith as largo a
‘numbor of youth as possible in ordor to advanco our socialist idoos. Consistent
_pocifism guarantcos issletion from-tho population and is thorofore of littloe
cffoct, Wo bhdiofors rejoct absolute paoifism in favor of a struggle agninst war
on the basis of our socialist program. . T :

Bzoause of tho noture of oollage life whioh zives a more dominant statns to
" 3denas, campus political movements end radieal groups have greater -prominence than =
*“in political life propor. The lives which students load, their greater aburdance
of leisurc, tho olassroom itsolf, all facilitate the relatively greater amount of
political lifo and activity on campus e The prominent status which campus . v
political groups ofton rooeive is usually far sut of proportion %o thoir actual
strepgth and influcrcos 4 small group »f studonts can receive reknovn compareble :
to o mass movement in publi'c lifae This is ono factor vhich makcs campus activity 4
suoh an cxoollont arone for us aml serves to nogato to a groat oxtont the offoct 4
of our small numbers and political isolaetion,. ' . s ' .
. . o _ . B
. T T P _ .. Other 3
political groups such as 3D4, SLID, Young Liborals ond tho Stalinist fronts also 2
coive prominonce which is far sut of proportion to thoir cctual strongthe Tho-
political‘"rcspoctabilt y" of somc of thosc griups, strongthened by tho prostigo
of their paront srganizations, lond thom edditisnal statuse Tho Stalinists havo
bean hard hit by tho - ti=subvorsive drive ard havs,ir addition, suoccoded in
al icnating by domonstbation of their eorrupt, rolitical methads and projram,many
liberals from theme The liberal ard right wirg socialist groups cxist in very
small numbor with a prodominably book momborshipe. None of. thoso groups have .any
roots among high s-hool or working class youthe . o

ot - -

,\-*he isolation of the radiccl youth movencnt from tho neighborhoods ard shops

is an indication of its poriphal, intellogtual character. The maeinstreem OF
 American youth aro found sutsido the cempus, A political movoment which ¢auld

organizo thom and oducate thom wuld leave its impross om tho political futurc

of Amorica. Tho studont oricntation is far us at this stage perfoctly valid

but our goal of roaching working class youth in the futuro should nover bo forgotw

tcn. . N . o , B ' . .

Tho young worker will bo affoctod by the pcrmanont war cconomy in much the
samo way as his oldor followeworkers Inaronsed axploitation will omorge from war
production, without any rosorves 5f unamploycd, His roal wegos will bo cut in

. an inflationary spirnl sot in motion by a doolining oonsumar goos production,. -
Insido ths labor movomont an opnosition to the govormment wagoe program, stronger
than cxisted during World War II will involve many young workors in its struggle,
Our propasanda toward tho young worker will bo ocnbtorod primarily around his =~ =%
oconsmio probloms, his uniom nctivitye We will attenpt o cduogto him toward an

“undorstarding of tho -olass nature of the govormmont, the. nooessity for indos -
pondent political actior-and tho struggle for sooinlisme. - S e

.b A1)l of our politiocal and qrganizational Work,vouf_oampuiﬁnshfdr domoc:atio
k;;rights, our offarts to build an antiwwar mavemsnt must be kopt in tho porspootivo .
.. of our socialist goal. Thoy are of o.urso organically connootod but it is impe

&

' ortant to remembor that wur soolalist program must novar bo;forgotton,'saciulismilrj
. is the only solution to war and our task in cduoating young paoplo to 1ts ,n&oo -]




TASKS OF THZ SOCTALIST YOUT!H LABAGUS.

The SYL, es the only Amorican youth orpanization that speaks out against both
Amerioan and Russian imperialism mnd for the Third Camp of pence and sooialism,
oan look forward to a period of rrowth and developmoent, Although there is
little prospoot of a mass radicalization of American vouth the SYL, nevertholess,
can increase its size and influonoo, among those youth who bsoome increasingly

- eware of tho dilemma that oapitalism and Stalinism have brought to the entire
world.

The main task of the SYL is to fully exploit the growing opportunity to extend
its influences. Today's thin struta of advanced, politioally oonselous youth will
penetrate deepor and deepmr into the fabric of American life tomorrow. It is
anong the younger psople that the SYL must ® noentrate its appeals,

Our generation is growing up under the deaily threat of a Third World War, It
oan be saild that in the past two gororations youth have known nothing else but
war or the threat of ware The preparation for war is seeping into evory pore of
Anerioan life and its consequoncos are of daily ooccurences

The prosperity of the five years sinoe the end of Yorld War II is still with Y

us, but now it has beoome the Pormanent War Economye It is sill easy to get jobs
when schooling is over, the tako homepsy is high oompared to other countries, but
there is an existing and threatened price to pay for this"prosperitys"e = the draft,
Universal Military Training ond the constant threat of atomic war, However, ‘the
forces of war and reaftion havo not yot oome into full g 4y and Anerican youth
is only boginning to become aware of its future under oapitalisme Tho economio
poosperity of tho richest and most poworful ocapitalist country in the world
strengthens the traditional lack of widespread interest in radioal politios or
.oven in politios in general, ‘

The probloms whioh confroft tho socialist movement today are more oomplex and
difficult than thoss of the thirtios, Then the primary problems wers unemployw
mont and warj tho solution was socialism and it was not too difficult to convinoce
young poople of ite Becauso of past failures, the taslk for the sooial ist move=
ment en d the socialist youth is that much greater, Where the interest in
politics does ocome forth, it is of'tan in search for the quick and easy solutione
.Yhat elusive magioc formula thal will provide for a peamcoful oo-oxistencs of the
rival imperiulismse Then, thero is the other sot -1 of thought which favors
"dropping the borh <n them bofcrs thoy drop it on us."

It is the tokk of the SYL to convince young people of the futility of such
"solutions" to thoir problomse It is to teaoh them to go to the root of the
matter, to convince them that radioal politics are realistic politics in a world
throatened with destruction and barbarisme It is to instill in them a feeling of

selfereliance, an understanding that tho way out of the present impasse lies B

only through thoir activity, undorstanding and orgenizations -and ultimately
in thelr devotion to the fight for socialism, Thero is the need for the idealism
of youth, an awaroness that tho sooialist rcorganization of society is the
only realistioc hope, oreating a domooratic sooiety through its accomplishment,
and tho realization that in the labor movement lies the strongest force to
" mcoomplish this goale It is nooessary to point out that thero must bo a

oonsistent and ocontinued fight for the preservation end extension of our demooratio
rights and against compromising thoso rights in the interests of the fight
against "communisn". And at tho sams time, it is important to clearly differonte-
late oursolves from Stalinists and Stalinism, :
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To facilituto roaching thoss objdetives tho SYL must pgrow into an orgarization
that oan take thu loadorship among youns pooples Tho devotion and loyal ty to
the fight for sooinlism and to tho SYL aro prorequisites for our devoloping into
an organization with rocomnizod leadsrsnip among radicd youthe It is necessary
to dovelop a loadorship within ths SYL and to stimulate maximum membarship
partioipation in the intorral 1ifo of tho SYL: no organization can function in a
truly derooratic mannor without tho full participation by the rank and file in
its life and notivitys A demooratic struoture can only lay the nooessary founde
ation, but it is the rosponsibility of the moembarship as a whole to glvo this
‘domoc racy an organie charactor through their papticipations Tho SYL today is in
a position to oarry the program o: Independent oocialism to a greater nurbor. of
young people than evor before in its existenos.” But to be abl * to carry on in
the most offvotive way, it is necessary to develop. politically stablo cadros,
devotod to the socialist movoment,

It is to thase tasks that the founding convention of the SYL is dedicated

The Oriontation of the SYL.

le Tho moin oriontation of the SYL romains that of oempus work. Ths success
of the past fowyoars indicates the validity of this approachs It has boon on
tho campus that the SYL has been able to grow and stabiliz e its membership in
mony arcas. It is doubtful whother compargble results could have been achleved
by eny -othor oricntations It is easiur for students to become integrated into
the life of a propagenda group than it would havo been for young vo rkors for
whom we aro unable to offer moaningful trade union directions

2+ It doos not appoar likely that in tho noxt poriod that the base of our
oempus vork will disappears Althpugh tho draft and possibly UMT will make
groater inroads into the life of gmerican youth, the indications are that the
oampus, at this time, will not bu deploted as it was in tho Second Vorld Ware
Alroady the govormmon t is planning to offer what is almost equivalont to a
blanket deforment to collogo studonts in ordor to brain the technical and
bureaucratio personnol nscussary to maintein tho  Amorioan war machinoe This
in itsolf is a olear examplo of olass bias sinoce it is obveious that it is
mainly tho middle olass and the rich who aro ablo to sond their sons to collogoe
The oontinuation of this policy will dopend on ths actual dovelopments in the
imparialist rivalry whero the UsSe s in a tighter manpower situation than
in the last ware Thoreforo, whilo thoro may bo a deoline in coll»ge anrodlmont,
the ocampus will still remain a fruitful arona of YL activitye ’

lis While the gonoral studont orientation must continuo, it is important
to romombor that building u Studont SYL movemont is not an ond in itsolfs The
SYL can booomo a significant, viable youth movement only if it dovelops a
proletariar basos. ‘It is the prosent task of tho SYL to dovolop and educate
suffioiort ocompotent mambors to provido a cadrofor = (#worRing olass youth
 movement. o It is easisr to rcouit this cadre on oca.pus than in tho factorye

S5 HEt is nocossary to propara for the time whon the SYler leavas school by
enoouragaing individual and group praparationfis, on industrial oocupatione This
will at tho smmo timo aid the ISL in its trado union industrial oconcontrations
and prsparc for the time vhen tho SYL is abl: to participato in the lifo of -
‘tho working olass youthe This does not mean that the SYL should abandon its
oampus work and proparo to ontor tho shop, but rather that -.° industrial
training shiould bo ongagod in simultancougly, and be supplomentod by summor in
e shop whors possibles Also, the nonestudont SYlor should be oncouraged to
to learn an industrial skill and scok anployment in a union shope

/1o
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Nowsprpors and Publications

le The SYL should ostablish a national magazinoe It vould.bo of groat holp
in strongthoning SYL on a natisnal secalo to havo a publication oriontod to tho
speoific prchloms of young pooplee It would ocontributs to tho oducation ard 3
political izdon of our momborship to bo able to write in its own publiocution.
One of tho noods of tho SYL is to ostablish itsolf as a vouth orgamizution
in tho sonso that tho daily probloms of young poople bocome our corcorn,

kit Y LT

2s Thoro should bo a moro extonsivo utilization of Labor Aotion and tho NI .
for gonoral contacting worke Tho propaganda ard oducational rolo of both tho
ISL and SYL dopords on the extont to whioh tho press is offeotivoly usad to bring
ths program of I _dopendant “ooialism to widor groups of youthe In this senso
the national magazino oan bs a supplemont to tho ISL prosse

Campus Work ‘ - '

le It should bo the goal of overy oomrade on the campus to start a socialist
or politiocs clube Political work én oampus is oasior than in tho factory for ovon
on3 or two studonts oan usually initiato a elubt whoro thoy can prosent the
sooiclist point of viow as woll as participate ~a - daily oampus iifoe Un-
fortunatoly no such possibilitios oxist for factory work,

e

2e Ofton,one of tho proroquisitos for the stablo functioning of a campus club
is tho.orgenization of a SYL unit.’ Thdro nood bo no conflict botwcen tho orge
orization of a broader campus group such as a socialist club or a politics club
and tho Fformation of -an SYL unit. ho broador ocarpus group can provido a
fruitful arena of activity among students who ar: not yoady cv willing to commit
thomsolves to any ono organizations It is ofton throuzh participation in a
broador group for a psriod of time that wo aro ablc to rocruite In gonoral, thoro
thars should bo no woakoning of tho offesampus SYL unit in ordor to bonofit a camp-
us groupzfor recruitment to tha SYiL romadns our first task.

i R

5s The typc of oumpus organization that imvorganizod has to boe dotiminsd by the
partioular situntione On a oompus whore thore is fros political atmosphoro, a
socialist club can bo orgnnizod whoro wio can oponly present our socialist idoase
Howovar, whoro thoro is a moro rostricted campus, it may be nocassary to organizo
and participato in broador groups such as a politicdl disoussion olube It should
not be a policy to attompt to bring tho SYL unit on to tho campus as a racognizod
olubs whoro namos would havo to bo submittod to tho administration, thus ondangore
ing tho sceourity of tho momborse

Le The main omphasis in our political work on f@ﬁ compus oontors nround tho
anti=war ond aoadomic froodom campaignse It is not a quostion of the omphasis of
ono to tho oxolusion of tho other for thero is an organic connoction between the
two; tho attdek on ncadomic froecdom, thought not always carricd out by govormmentel
angonoios is part of tho proparations for a Third Vorld Vare Whothor both of thoso
campaigns can bo carried on with oqual vigor doponds on tho naturo of tho campus
whore our comrados aro activos Tho individual SYior, in goneral, should bo knovm
os a Third Comp sooialist and constantly prosont his point of viow in the club
and on tho compuse

-

5¢ Ono of tho aims of our campus work is o brook out of isolation and to join
in unitod front notivitios with liboral and socialist tendancios, primarily on
acndomlc and 6ivil libortios issuose "hilo we cloarly differcntinto oursolvas 3
Prom all pro~war tondoncics thors aro nevortholoss wido arcas whorc wo can 0o= ”
oparatio on spocific isswos with lipornls crd rightewine ganinliske.

L d
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This can and ofton doos sorvaos as a mouns whorsby wo can mako  porsonal
contact with muny liborals and right wing socinlists ard pross forth our
Third Camp position, in addition to achiaving tho immsdiato Jbjootive of
tho tnitod fronte B '

The circumstanes whors wo can offcotuate unitod fronts arsc dopondont on
the spocific situations. It may bo ovor tho rights of a suspardod toachors, a
civil rights issuz, a sogrogation onso or many other issucs, ovon an cnti~ROTC
ocampnign in wkich our socialist antiewar position nood not bo dircetly
involvede Through th:s0o united fronts wo can provoe thot vo are tho most
consist:rt and militant chompions of civil libertios ard thus ordato a largor
porivhory on campus which rill look to tho 3Y“ors for loadorship. In turn
w0 .will attempt to .fores tho lihorals to #iht a oonsistent struggle for thoi
point of vicw. Wo must attompt to oonvinco them that tho fight for civil
libertios is part of tho fight against tho militarization program of tho -
government e : :

It is not out of th: quustion to cnter into o2loctoral bloecs with liborals
as onc of tho unitod front activitics whoro such clecotion campaigns aro
oontorod about local campus issuwose Howover, the fapt that wo arc in a
united front docs not moan that wo are dropping our anti-war point of viowe

.
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Proposed Program of the Socialist Youth League

The Socialist Youth League, youth affilicte of the Independent
Socislist Leaguc, is devoted to the struggle for building a democratic
socialist world. Inhering in this struggle for socialism is our
fundamental opposition to capitalism (nd burecaucratic coll ectivism
(Stalinism).

Capitalism is a system of economic inequality and social injust-
ice; it is a market ecconomy based upon the profit motive, the exploit-
ation of the working class; and it is forced to resort t o imperial=- -
ism and war in the attempt to solve its economic and political prob-
lems.

Stglinism totalitarianism is the most extreme and widespread
form of political terror in the world. In Stalinist countries eco-

nomic and political power is fused in and controlled bysd déspotic '

state which rules from above subjugating the needs and interests of
the people to its own imperialist ambitions. :

Neither Stalinism nor the basic evils of capitelism can be

reformed. We advocate the abolition of both systems and their replace~'

ment by a society in which the people can democratically own and
control the economy and thereby detfrmine the political and social
policies of their nation. In.this society, a socialist society,
democratic, conscious planning can successfully elinminate <elss
distinctions. '

The present conflict between Stalinist and capitalist imperial=-
ism is the greatest threat to world peace. No sociidlist worthy of
that designation can give any aid or solace to either imperialism
in this irreconcilable conflict. Instead, all the encrgies of the
socialist movement must be devoted to .. building a militant
- socialist Third Camp opposed toc both war campse.

The Socialist Youth League as an organization of young people
will fight for the following immediate objectives for youth and show
how the struggle for and the victory of socialism is the only real-
istic means of guaranteeing their permanant achlevement.

1. icademic Freedom. We are opposed to all efforts of the pol-
iticians and the school administrations to gag student opinion or
stifle the faculty. Ve defend the rights of all students to organize
political clubs on the campus and to hear spealrs of their chosings
Although we regard Stalinists as a reactionary force we nevertheless
defend their right to organize on campus. At the same time we oppose
all efforts by legislators or "educators" to intimidate or fire
" faculty members becuuse of their political views ™r affiliations.

2. The Right To Vote At 18. American youth of 19 wre drafted
and those who are 18 are allowed to volunteer for the armed forces.
If youth of eighteen are old enough to fight and die, then they are
certainly old enough to have the right to influence their destiniles
through the ballot. '

3. Right To A Free Lducation. We believe that all youth are
entitled to a free higher education, with the cost of tuition and
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1iving expenses paid by the goverhment.

4 Apainst Sepregation. e wre in favor of a fedcral law which

P

will ovtluaw wny effort Ly uny institution, educutionul, military, etc.,

e segregate peoplé uccording to race, cclor or creed. Ve suppat
all efforts which genuinely seek to eliminate Jim Crow, anti-semitism

or other form of discriminztion. -
5. .gainst iliterization of the fouth. Ve ure opposed to any

form of militarism on campus as being wguainst the best educationcl
interests of students. BROTC is not only an evil in itself but it has
beer. proven by experience to be a reliable arm of reaction on the camy
und & training ground for vigotry and militarism. We are opposed to

_ Universal #ilitary Trairing &s being a step toward the militarizatim
of the United ®tuates, an invasion of the democratic rights of young
people «nd a major step.in the direction of a garrison state and war.

underpuid sections of the working class. Young workers are entitled
to the sume wages as provided for older workers in the same Jategory
of skill and oceupation.

6. Egual Pay for Working Xbuth. vorking vouth are among the most

7. Unemployment Insurance. Youth are among the hard st hit by
unemployment and depression. We regard it tc e the responisibility .
0of the governement to provide adeguute unemployment insurance for
young people seeking employment in their fields and ckills but unable
to find such work for regsons not of tneir own muking. ’ -

8. Muth and labors . The Sociulist Youih l.eugue recognizes
the working class as tae only force which is capuble of successfully
leading the strug:le for soclalisme we suppori the lubor movement
in 411 its strugsles to better the conditions of the worker and to |
muintain the indepenience of the trade union movement. e look to the
formation of an independent labor party as «n immediate need for
the labor mowement and u basic step forward towurd the emancipation

of youth and labore.

.
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IN FAVOR CF PRISSTTT FOR A SOCIALIST AVVIL AUD 4 SOOTLLIST PED<SRLTION @F SLUBS

1

On: yuar aftor the outbrozi of war in Morse, ther: has not doveloped that yno
of antieiar sontiment on tho cax*us oanabl: uf Boing mobilizod inty o militant
o tiewar movomonte The war in “oroa is by no means popular, but the reaction
tu it docs not take on a politicul charactere Instead thoro is the tunlancy t>
a personalized osoape from the oorsoguoncos of the ware

In facc »f this devecloprment duriny the two years >f the existonce of Lnvil

and Student Partisan and the ¥V.7. Pedoration it is neceossary t5 reevalurte some

of th:e n»nramiscs that wors anV1Ju ly holde Tho SYL alvocated the formation of o
broal anti-wiar foderation £n tho belief that tho increasing tensisns of the oold
war vould devalop an antiewar santiment ocapablz 5f bein: osreanized into o wilita
enl oxpanding anti-war studont movemente It was bolioved, and correctly s>, that
in face of this expcoted radicalization, - a soclalist program would be too
nerrow and oxclusive to enable the full development of the situatiosne Therafsre, °
a broador anti-war program was advocated,

Howover, tho anti-war sentiment that dves oxist is not of a kind that would
erablo the building of a political movomente It is rather a foar >f the war uy
manifested in all sorts of psychologicpl escrrV~. The studants vho are attraste
are tho moro sorisus type who are laokin< for tho political way out of the ware
e oan reach those students who are nost muroxs anti-war but developing "politic.s

Without the irmedinte praspect of _an anti«war movemont, tho SYL should ade
vocate tho utilization £f Lnvil as a socielist rnezazine with the correspording
programuatic chan~es, Anv*l can ba on affectivo means of presenting the
Third Caomp S>cialist altorrative to capitalism ond Stalinisme It can osvarcomo
the present woakness of tho magazinu of not prasonting a positive programmatic
alternativo to the war, which waul be Justified 1f there wore the prospoct of
an anti-var msviment so as to a venl to tho broadost strata of nonesoscial ish
anti-war studentse. “:ithout th1s pgrszoct1VQ, Hnvil woulsd bocome o pointless
activity since we vould be particijating in tho publication >f a mass magazine
that will not graw inty what it is intended t5 do, and it will osntinue to
suffer the 'isalvantaze of not presenting a socinlist point of view.

L socialist basis to tho nagazine wovld not ceaso to sttroot those studonts
who have alraady expressed intorest in Lnvile. It would sorve as o batter oducate
ional wea»on by bringing an attractive socialist magazine on the campuss The
"discussion" poliecy of Ahwil woull . renain, ensbling other points of view +5
be countorposed to the progremmatic socielist positiosn, The pacifists who
might be alienated is not a factor of sufficient weizht to ccuntar-balance the
vanta ;08 of publishing a sociclist majazine; and the pacifist elements would
not fﬁrm the bachbon2 of a fubure movemont. Moresver, a soclallst magaz ne could
invite contributions from pacifist authors, N

A progremmatic change in ths Federation anl invil will not automatically
solve our prohloms. Therc oen bz no subsitute for more orsanized political
work on tha campus, an? thers can be no dsubt that part Of ths failure to grow
is dve to tho failurs of tho clubs to follow up the irpitial imnact of Ahv1l's
8UCCOSS, .

Many comrados bolieve that there could be a growth in the nonesociclist ontie
war foleration based on socinlist clubs, But this econtradiction betwesn the
NY student Foderation sot up anl Lrvil and its participating organizations has
hindered msra than facilitated the growth of the Fedoraclon and Anvile It is
diffioult to ask sonoono who moraly statos agrecmont with the snvil progrem to
Jjoin a socialist club without at tho samc time convinoinz him to becoms a
sooialiste Thus it has boon Qiffionlt to use Lnvil as an activs aid in rocruiting

to tl';..? Alubc. - 565



1/

1t was understandeblo at the time of the suthrenk »f the Koroan war to propose
charzing the campus olubs to aptiewar clubs in the exnoctation of a rising wave
of militant anti-war sontiment, but to propose it at this tinz would mcan the
sorisus risk of dovitalizing the clubs es thoy now exist without tho prospoot

for growth on a broatl bosise

The chanze to a socialist magnzipe an?! o socialist Federation can be of help
in tho stobilizetion of the gocinlist olubs and give thom a megezire that can
be mors effectivsly usad in an organizationnl sensa. The nsec is to form
socialist clubs on the oampus today so that wo will be in a bettor position Yo
msot the roguircments of o broader student movement pt o later time. S

<

Sam Foliiuss

1l

i i e b it g

and

cdia et T

-

b e B i s o

R AN \‘ﬁ""‘

L

ik




| ¢

ON BUILDING A& UATIOWAL LEADERSZIP

In this article we wish to notivate and argue for a plan to removs our
national headquarters from ilew Yorl, and locate it in Chicago., Lest anyons
jump to hasty conclusions, we assure them at the beginning that this proposal
is not madse on the basis of local chauvinism, hut from considarations of how
best to improve the functioning of our national center, and hence facilitate
the growth of our local units, "

In his articls distributed at the Kid-West Conference, comrade iMegnus
outlined some of the reasons why the establishment of a capable, functioning
and collective leadsrship on a national level is an lmperative necessity. Ve
believe that the direction and emphasis of comrade llagnus is correct ag against
those who hold that, in our present stage of developmsnt, it is of no conse-
quence what kind of leadership the SYL has nationally. These people argue that
the comings period will see little more accomplished than what is within the
capacity of the separats, local units. They think that we can only look for-
ward to the slow accretion of the last period, in which our growth has been
largely on the basis of previously existing units recruiting new members, and
occasionally the formation of & naw unit by a member going to a n3w localitiy.
From this they conclude that there is littls reascn to believe that the quality
and character of our central leadership makes any difference to our functioning

In our opinion the most important task which the coming SYL convention
could accomplish would bs to decide on ways to establish a strong national lead-
ership vhich would aid in consolidating our organization and dirscting its fur-
ther growth. If this is not done, we will consider the convention to have '
been a fajlure, For together with Magnus, we hold that a national leadsrship
- would play a vital, and indeed decisive role, in facilitating the growth of the
ISL youth organization.

Up to now the growth of ths SYL hag been larzely, though not exclusive-
ly, on the basis of stimulation by local ISL branches. Thay havse supplied the
original perscnnel, the bulk of the educational and organizational direction,
and occasionally even the finances for the local SYL units. Today the four big
units have reached the stage of semi-independsnce from ISL help, though in some
degree still dependznt on it for political and material aid. In the future,, we
may still expect some aid in building units in places like Cleveland, Los Ang-
eles, Buffalo and Seattle, but becsuss of the limited number of ISL branches,
and the lack of youth in several of these, it must be considered mzinly our
responsibility to found new units and extend our size. We cannot depend on any-
one but oursslves to do this. '

We have already had limited success in building units where no ISL branch
exists, The West Cocst area is the lest example, where due largely to the ef-
forts of the Barkeley SYL, we now have contacts and prospective units in more
than one place., HMagdison, Oberlin, Ann Arbor ars places rhers we have some kind
of unlt or group which has grown up entirely as the result of efforts we heve
made., We think that these results can be duplicated elsevhere, and that our ex-
isting contacts can be developed to the point where they become youth units
It was with this in mind that the idea of a Mid~West organizer was supgasted.
and the Coordinating Committes established. The necessity of having one person
devots a considerable amount of time to this kind of activity was thus recog-

nized. ) ) . . | 147
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‘The midwest organizer nrOJect hrose because our present arrangements
have not proved adequate to the, ‘Provlens of sevaral of our unitg or potential
“units =~ namely those in the midwest region., An anmuzl tour by our national
secretary, a summer canp, and one regional conference wers clearly not suffic-
- fent. We have listad this area as only one of the several in vhich adequate
national leadership has been laclding in the last period. Let us merely brief-
1y mention a couple of the others. . ' o .

We have failed to maintain a youth and student column in Labor Action
with any regularity, This failure has largely negated the value of the ISL
press for youth and student work., The collection of material and writing of
youth articles is primarily a function of a youth center, indesd it cannot be
_accomplishad by any other means. For Labor Action to have a "Youth Cownittee"
separate from the SYL buro is absolutely tmpossible.,

There has been conspicuous abgence of the distribution of 1nformation
about local activitiew of the various youth unite. This has led to unnecessary
misunderstandings, lack of a trus picturs of the youth as a vhole, and general
1solation of each unit from anothér. Only recently have buro minutes, sent _
out to the units, begun to bs at all adsquate, and even now they lack the come-
pletenass of full reports, v

‘The prassent buro has not been caoable of publishina any kind of regu-~
lar bulletin on political or organizatlonal problens. Its ons or two bulletins
~on the YPSL anfl related guestions wers excelient, but isolated examples of what
can be dona, But when Berkeley suggested ths founding of a national magazine,
which may or may not have bsen practical, the buro could only react by refering
the surgestion back to the unit originating it. ‘

‘Examples of organizatlonal shorucovlngs have been frequent, The most
glaring example was last vear's camp, which in all raspects was again the res—
pons1bil;ty of the CHiCd ~0 unit alons, and as a result, lacked & truly national

character. .

In regerd to each of the above points, we certainly do not wish to im~
pute any deficisncies or personal shortcouings to the present buro. The reasons
for its failures are obvious and clear. Several people have left the buro in
the past period to strengthen other units outside of New York, but at the same
time wealzening the forces in New York. This has left an enormous burden on the
remaining comrades. In addition to strictly youth work, our leading comrades
heve been involved in numerous other activitles. Thus we understand that there
is congiderable overlapping betwesn the SYL buro, the SYL New York Executive
Committee, the labor Action staff,_Anvil editorial board, and several student
clubse With personunel sprea’ over such wide areas, it is no wonder that the
buro suffers as & rosult, Another source of warlmess is undoubtedly the fact
- that few of tha buro members.ars familiar with the situation and personnel of
~other units than New York, i.e., as presently constituted, the buro is unrep—
resentative,

Remedying the wealmesses of our present buro would obviously demand a
new arrangement rhereby a new buro would consist of persons concerned primarily,
if not exculsiveiy, with the problems of national leadersihip of the SYL, Its |
membsers should be relatively fres from other dutiss so as to permit them to
carry on corrsspondencs, writs articles for labor Action, a youth bullstin, etce.

- make tours and undertalie other necessary duties, An additional virtue would be

that they ba collactivaly familiar with the nature and problems of" most of the

unitg, : 168
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A PROPOSED SYSTZ: OF FATIONAL DUES

Ona of the first things any orgenization needs is a dues systsm. Up
to now we have not had a regular, organizaed system of cdues paymsnt to our nat-
ional organization, This has led to inequities, low standards of paymsnt, and
other bad results. Hence, the establishmant of a dues system is one of the
tasks of ths convention which will help to transform us into a real organiza-
tion. e . ’

We arz going to suggest a. standard of payment which may appear some-
what hich to some comrades who place local unit nseds above those of our nat-
ional office., Fowever, these comrades should kzsep in mind that many of our
past shortcomings have been due in part to the lack of finances for carrying
out projects by the buro. A pamphlet, dulletins, & magazine, correspondence,
tours, conferences, National Committee mestings, national camps, Conventions,
étc., 81l require money for their accomplishment, Th3 system under which we
have been operating let most of these costs fall on the shoulders of local un—
itg, 2and in a generally unrepresentative fashion. Thus Berkeley has had the
expense of numerous long trips to outlying places, and Chicago has paid the
deficit for two national camps, trips to Detroit and Medison, etc. In these
end other cases, the burden for what is essentially nationzl activity shovld
be borne by a2ll units equally, Therefore, we are suggesting & high level of
payments to the national offics,.

1. As & minimum level of dvues, we suggest twenty~five cents per week
for students and those working part-time or summer only. For members working
full time, minimum dues should be one dollar per week,

2+ In order that dues payment not be a deterant to joining, we sug~
gest the additional category of M"provisional" or "provationary nember," such
status to carry with it only the right to pay minimum dues of ten cents per
week, but no accompanisd by lack of right to vote, or any other penalties.

3. All minimum dues to be forwarded to tha youth national office.
All pledges over minimum dues to be retained by ths unit for local use.

4, Two fifths of all money received by the N.O, to be set agide for
purposes of building local units. Where a regional committee exists (such as
the Nid-West Coordinating Cornmittee) this money be turned over directly to it
for allocation, Otherwise, it may be given as subsidies to local units de-
voted to special projects for which a unit nceds funds {(such as a local organ)
used to pay for tours to outlying units, etc. Ths other three fifths of total
- mongy collected to be available for nationzl office purposes of more immediate
concern %o it, such as salaries, publication losses, etce.

Let us stress again, that peyments of this kind to our national office
are the prerequisite of maintaining and improving our functioning on a2 nation-—
a2l level. Everyone will agree that a full tims secretary is essential, but
maintaining one costs a minimum of five hundred dollars a year (we cannot ex—.
Pect him to live on nothing, since that tekes years of practice as a function—
ary), Everyons will agree also that we need organizational and political tours,
but that takes additional sums of money. We need a nationzl magazine, and that
loges monsy, For all these things, it is easy to ses that our national office
needs a total income of twelve or fifteen hundred dollars a year. Dividing
that by our present membership makes it clear why I propose the sum of twenty—
five cents per week per member,
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Some may raise objections to this scale con tha grounis that a weak unit

=111 not be able to make paymants of this sort and have any money left over for
local purposes, In such cases it may be advisable to work out an arrangement

vhereby a portion of national office fundis Dbe retained by the unit as a nation-

al office subsidy, but this should not be considered a regular procedure, nor
one available to any but the weakest and newest of our local organizatiomus.

And the only place whers it can be decided which units are most in need of fin-
ancial ' aid, compared with others is ths buro, vhich is more or less familisr
with the comparative needs of the different unite. .

. - e ' - Don Harris =
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