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TITOISM AND S80CIALIGSM

by Bogdan Denitch

In view of the problems raised by the existence of an independent stalinist
“state - and particularly the fact that it is viowed with some sympathy by some
socinlists = I feel that the question of Titoism ought to be subjected to full
discussions

The present article is submitted in three parts, to be continued in the follovi=
ing issues of YSRe

PART I The historical background of pre-war Yugoslaevia, the development of
the partisan movement, and Tito's accession to powers

PART II. The Tito=-Stalin rift, the economy of Yugoslavia, and the nature of the ‘
present regimes

PART III The effect of Titoism, its relation to the world power conflict, the
relations between Tito's Yugoslavia and the socialist parties, the
relation of Titoism to the third campe
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PART 1 BACKGROUND OF TITO'S ACCESSION TO POWER

Yugoslavia was created by the treaty of Versailles. Within its borders were
included the old states of Serbia and Montenegro ang the former Austro-Hungar-
jan provinces of Bosnia, Herzegovina, Croatia, Slovenia, Dalmatia and Voyvodinae
From the outsct, the two problems facing the new state were a) the national
question*, and b) the relations of the major powers to Yugoslaviae While Yugo-
slavia was included in the loose systen of Anglo-French alliances and in tho
"ittle Entente" (Rumania, Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia), its national ques=
tion created continual internal friction that wes ably exploited by its neigh-
borse Of thc neighbors, Bulgaria laid claim to Macedonia and helped the local
terrorist independcnce movement (IMRO); Italy claimed the Dalmation littoral
and supported the Croatien USTASHI** (fascist national independence group);
while Hungary acted as a satellite of Italy a nd laid claims to tho Northern
provinces of the now statce

The failure of the bourgcois democrats to solve the national question and tho
constant turmoil that tho parlismentary regimo suffered as & recsult led to the
military dictatorship of King Aloxander, bascd on the Serbian adninistrative
caste and the suppression of the nationnlist and labor movementse

In political terms, the basic forces in Yugoslavia wores

« the PEASANT PARTIES, numerically the strongest, with the Croat Pcasant Party
representing the national aspirations of the Croat pooples; :

* Before the war, the Yugoslav population was divided as followss 8,250,000
Serbs, 3,750,000 Croats, 1,250,000 Slovenes, and 900,00 other minoritios. The
Croats were predoninantly Catholic, the Serbs Orthodoxe ** The USTASHI were
financed by the Italians, trained in Hungary, and wore responsible for the ass=
assination of King Alexander and French minister Barthou in 1936
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- tho "DYNASTS", i.ce thc administrators and poliﬁicians who roso to power after
tho ostablishment of the new stato and who controlled tho state machinery,
acting for both the local and foreign bourgools interests;

« tho WORKERS' MOVEMENTS, badly divided and weak; and finally

= the NATIONALIST GROUPS, usually oxtremcly reactionary and based on an emalgam
of the "unemployed clerks" (isoe the oducnted petty bourgeois which could not
be employed within a stato that was as yct unindustrialized), and the national
groups s :

After the assassinantion of King Alexander, the regency, under Prince Paul, ini-
tially relaxod the dictatorship and in the 1938 elections, the Croat Peasant

’f Party joined with other bourgeols parties to form the goverment. In 1939 an

; ‘agreement was reached between the Croat leaders and the govermment majority,
giving the Croats o degreec of local autoncmye Unfortunately it was alrcady too
lato, Although the regoncy leaned toward tho British, the pressure of the Axis
combined with the Allied defcats soon forced the weak and veccilating govormment
to seek agreement with the Axise Early in March of 1941, Yugoslavia signed the
Axist Pacte '

B A R

The Workers' Movements:

PRI b

The trade union movement in Yugoslavia acted almost continually under conditions
of semi-legality. The social-democrats mostly controlled the "semi-legal"
unions which, by terms of a compromise, were permitted to elect their own offi=
cers and conduct their own affairs in exchonge for a no-strike pledge. Undor
the dictatorship and the regency, strikes ne-ertheless took place, though in
each case the state violently interfered on the side of the employerse

™ s

Before World War I, small socialist parties developed in what was to be Yugo=
s}avia, The ones in the ex-Austrian provinces developed under the influence
of the Austrian social-denocracy, while the Serbian SP had a record of unqual=
jfied opposition to the ware After the war, the influence of the Bolshevik
revolution combined with the very low standord of living of the Yugoslav work-
ers and the tremendous prestige that Russia had traditionally had in the south
Slav provincos made it inovitable that the bulk of the old socialists would
help to form the Cormunist Poarty of Yugoslaviae

The history of the CPY is sonewha t obscure, but somo saliont facts stand oute
The Party was under almost continual suspicion in the Comintern &s being "in-
fantile-leftist", and despite its rather -large popular support (during the per-
jod of legality it elected o significant number of deputies), it was contin-
wally re-organized from abroade The interference of the Comintern, which con-
tinually purged the best clements, combined with active police suppression and
the growing isolation of thc party so decimeted its ranks that by World Ver II
it was limited primarily to the "Spaniards" (isee those who had fought in the
Spanish Civil Viar and werec scattered throughout Europe) and the studentse Dur-
ing the wholc period however, Russia AS RUSSIA vms regarded with the greatest
friendlincss by the peasantrys

The Socialist Party was even weaker and seemed limited to a small segnent of
the trade unionists and some intellectualss Politically, the Party had a good
record of opposition to the dictatorship, but in the trade union field it had
been forced to compromise in order to-stay alive and wes consequently viowed
with some suspicion by the more militant worlierse
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During the war, tho SP split ovor the qucstion of whom to support - Mihnilovichj
or Tito - and tho bulk of tho Party, with its total leadership supported Mihail-
oviches Topalovich, tho hoad of tho SPY, acted as soctretary of tho "Liborantion
Committoo" which was organizod in Mihailovich-held territory. Consoquontly,
after tho scizuro of power by the Titoists, tho Porbty was doclared illegal and
tho trade unionists were jailod, being roplaced by the "new" mon who had devol-
oped in the Partisan movoncnte

World War II and the Civil Viar:

The immodiate rcoction to the signing of the Axis Pact was a popular revolution
in Belgrade which roplaced the old govormmont with a pro-Ally one composed of
conservative and bourgcois elemcntse The Geyman invasion forcod the Goverment
to flee to London and the armies, riddled with fifth colunnists, ‘collapsed in
a motter of weckse The Axis Powers divided Yugoslavia into several parts, por-
celling sections out to the various neighboring states with the exception of
Croatia, which was permitted to form an independent pro=-iAxis goverment under
Pavolich - the head of the USTASHI movement. The Roman Catholic Church backed
the new statc, '

To properly understand the Civil War that followed, one must understand the
me.ssacres tha followed the esteblishment of the puppet Croat statees Betweoen
600,000 and 800,000 Serbs were massacred within the borders of the new state
while an equivalent number was deported to tho Itelian and Germen occupied
sectionse Thus the guerilla rosistance which soon flered up had the dual char=-
acter of occupying the Axis troops and of defending the local peasantry as welle

Initially, tho Communists were neutral, but upon tho attack of the USSR in June,
the Partisans began to form, with the student clement es its backbonce The
Mihailovich movement vams basecd, on the othor heand, on thoso elements of the

regular army thot hed managed %o oscape capturo and on the local peasant militias

Tho London Govermncnt soon included Mihailovich in the cabinet as VWar Ministere

What followed was confusinge The Partisans felt that the mein task of tho resis-
tance was to draw troops from the Russian front (and of course, to lay the
foundations of future Soviet power in Yugoslevin)e Thus thoy eoxposed the local
population to continual punitive expeditions of the Axis troopse When libera=
ting a soction of the country, the Partisans set up "People's Committeos" which
so antagonized the peasantry that in many coses the Partisans were driven oute
Mihailovich, on the other hand, cngaged in limited holding operations, holding
his main strength in waiting for an Allicd landing in the Balkans e ***

The Allied strateogy, combined with the political deals which determined the fu=-
ture role of Yugoslavia as being & part of the "Russian zone of influence" soon
shifted Allied aid to Titoe The volume of this aid, in addition to the support

given by the BBC broadcats in London, assurcd o victory for the Partisanse The
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**% Por lack of space, we cannot discuss in full the propaganda campaign in
England and the USA ninmed at proving that the Mihailovich movement collaborated
with the /ixis. As & motter of foct, a great number of ex-fascists ended up in
the Tito govermont and army (eege the official "poet laurcate" of Yugoslavia,
Nazor, was also the poet laurcate of the fascist Croat state up to 1943)e This
proves nothing excopt that chargos of collaboration arc easy to makes There is
no evidencc to suppose that the lihailovich movenent was anything but a mass=-

‘bascd, anti-stalinist resistance movement which included the bulk of the peas=
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quostion was definitcly settled when the Russion troops ontercd Yugoslav soil 4

and Allied aircraft begen giving ground support to the Fartisan units,

Tho nationel question pleyed & role in the Civil Var toos.. Whilc the Croot

. state supported the Axis, by 1943 when the Allied victory secmod incvitable,

morc and morc of the Cront units started coming over = in oach cago to the Par—
tisans, sinco the liihailovich goverment refuscd to mako doals and insisted
that all war criminals would bo prosccuteds (This meant tho bulk of the Croat
army since it had scrved on tho Axis sidees) Tho pressure applicd on the London
Govermment by the British forced it to include elements that were "willing to
conpromisc" and eventually, an uncasy allionce between the now London Govern=
mont and Tito wos costablishod. Aftor the war, when Tito hnd consolidated his
power, tho olcments that had supported him in the London Govermmont were purgede

Y¥hat is most important to note is tho fact that Tito owed his acccssion to power
not to the Russians but to the Western Allies who supported hin heavily with
Brmse Thus the Partisan movemont could claim to have come to power independently
unlike the various satcllitc governments in Eastern ®urope, many of which were
direotly installed in power by tho incoming Red Armiese

The organfization of the new states

The toxt of the Yalta agreement demanded the inclusion of a few democratic
leaders in the new govermment. This was done, but they werc so isolated that

" within a year not one of thenm remained in the cabinet and the last opposition

paper diod "for lack of pulp maper'e

The femiliar pattern of the police stato soon boeume evidents The secroet police
OZNA was organized on much the same lines as the Russien NKVD ond followed the
same routince The "Pcople's Front", controlled by the Communist Party vas the
sole political “party" = thc trnde unions were Yresponsible for the maintainance
of discipline and raising the production" and integrated into the state structurce

Tho "People's Courts" rapidly climinated most of the older union and peasant
leaders and the monolithic structure of the dictatorship solidifiede

The regimc, however, could not avoid onc mejor snag = tho under-industrielized
state of the countrye Forced collectivization met with such peasant opposition
that the pace was slackened; nevertheless, the peasants mainteined their oppo-
sition and the food-plan hes not oncoe becn met in tho seven years that the re-
gime has lastede

The Soviet policy of forming "joint corporations",where the Russians had a me j-
ority of interest, to cxploit the natural resources of the satollite countries;
the fact that the USSR was intercsted in maintaining the satcllitos in somi= -
colonial status as supplicrs of raw materinls, soon brought tho interosts of
the Yugoslav bureaucracy into conflict with thot of tho Sovict Unione The re-
gime felt itsclf stable cnough to afford o break - but a break to have occured
hnd to be bascd on sase real neods of thc bureaucracye The need soon became
apparant,
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(END OF PART I = PART TVO WILL APPEAR IN THE NEXT YSR)

Bibliography for this topic appears at the bottad of pagd’ X . >
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THE FUTURE OF THE SOCILLIST PARTY AND THE ROLE OF THE YOUNG SOCIALISTS N
- written jointly by tho Luxemburg tendoncy

Repeated criticisms of the tendency's theoorotical and organizational articles

, appearing in YSR have boen primarily bascd on the assumption that wo were

5 denling with problcems which were "irrolovant and abstract" = eege the question
of the third camp cnd party democracye In our opinion, on the other hand, it

is today, in thc period whon we arc slowly rebuilding end redefining the social-
ist movenont that such discussions should tako placee Vhen we arc in a position
to act, the trond will bo = cs it has becn in moss=based social-democratic
partics = to complctely ignore thoory and concontrate on the problen of attaining
power - and kceping ite At such a timc thore will be too much of a tendency to
consider problems of union democracy, workers! control, and party discipline from
the pragmotic point of view, ie0e "does it work?". The question is not "does it
work?" but rather "what do we went to do?"e As we stated before = the problen is
not power, but powor for whot = and we are afruid that the answers so far given
are insufficionte ThAt is The purposo of the YSR = that is tho purpose of the
discussions and the continual education that gocs on in the YSe We do not know
the answers aond aroc desparatcly trying to think our wey through. That is tho
purpose of rcdiscussing "old" questions = questions that have never been adeq
uately answored and applied to the Amcrican sccnoe
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ELECTORAL ACTION - NECESSITY AND PURPOSE

As we have tried to cxplain before (February YSR), there are essentially two
reasons for supporting elecctoral action todaye One, based on complete bank-
rupcy of politieal idcas is based on the assumption that 8) the SP is in foct

a political party todey, and b) the only "real" role for a political socialist
organization is to run in electionse Considering our present strength and the
essentially apolitical nature of the two-party system, this is simply stupiditye
Howevor, it is dengorously indicativo of the fact that large sections of the

SP can conceive of no other alternative to political action than organizational

sulcides
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There is, howover, o second reason for supporting political actions It is based
on the fact that during election yocars peoplo tend to listen to political dis=-
cussion and are morc receptive to our approache 4lso, elcotoral action is ¢
sort of shorthand that explains (on a very low levcl) why we bother to talk
politicse This can bec expanded: our basic difficulty is not in comnunicating
ideas but rather in communicating purpcosce Thus, while many pcople might ess-
entially agroe with us they con sce no reason why they should bother to do any-
thing about ite Also, during & campaign, while we camnot talk cbout socialist
theory we con answer somc basic questionsg what is wrong with the two old per-
ties, what do we propose to do tomorrow, etce Most important of all - it is
cadier to talk a person into identifying with us by voting for us firste After
that the bond is created between the party ond the individunl and the next step -
that of identifying with the porty is easier to takce Also - and this is impor-
tant - becausc of tho weakness of the Party we rarely have the opportunity to
talk to people about sociclism = elecction time provides such an opportunity and
pernits us to reach o large nudiences (Of course, it nmust be understood that ot
its best, elcctoral action con only be & supplement to regular party viorke )

If the sccond reason for clcetornl activity is accepted then it is clear thot
the size of the canpaign beccomos irrelevant, For excmple, the question of 'Zg"




being on the bollot is wnimportant (sincc a writo=in campaign gives you as goodC)
an exeuso for talking to pcoplc as anys) 'hat is important is the numbor of
people wo talk to and the typo of periphory wo dovelop from the campaigne Thus,
instend of mcasuring our success by the numbor of votes wo get we should cone
sidor tho numbor of pecople we reoruit, tho number of sympathizers wo contaot,
etce In other words - the oxtent to which we strengthon our organizaticne

A RAISON D'ETRE FOR THE S«P.

When considering the reasons for the existence of tho SP, we tend to confuse

the present SP with what the SP can oasily becomes It is not probabl that in
the noar or distant fubture the Party will beccme mass-based, or cven that it
will develop into some kind of effectivo electoral instrument. Vhat is possible
is that the Party will develcp into an effective propaganda organization which
will be able to go into the mass orgonizations of the people and help crystal-
1ize the demands of the workers and the minorities to a point thot will make a
labor party in fmerice & real demand of u large segment of the populatione

To do this, of course, the Party nceds a redcfinition, a re-orientctions The
prosent SP is composed of so mamy diverse elements that any kind of unifiocd
aotion is clmost impossible for ite In line with thc American tradition of
"keeping the party togethor by compromise", it has avoided toking a cloar stand
on somec of the most pressing questicns of the daye Its program is not the basis
for unificd cotion = it is a statembnt that was watered dovn to the extent npo-
essary to keep within the sane party people who support as well as people who
violently opposo the Koroon Viare _ '

 After this eleotion it is probable thut somc sort of re-orientation will toke

place within the partye The realistic potential of electoral activity beccmes
almost uscless when wc find that in somo twenty stotes no minor party can oven
get on the baollot = when wo also find that only a small scction of the Party
membership is nctively involved in the campaignse It might be -~ and this we
must foco - that no form of cetivity is capable of involving the bulk of our
members nctivelye In that case the sooner wo start bullding a "new" party
within the SP the better, since it becones more and more obvious thot without a
disciplined, active porty wo eannot efford to go into the PAC's and engage in
organized trade-union activitye. ' :

\

To talk of the democratic nnturc of the Party and ignore the fact thet in reality
trodition mekes this democracy vory shaky (since our party's structure presup-
posed an active merborship) is to ignore rcalitye There can bo no sort of con-
Erol over tho policics of our leadership unless the rank-and-file is active the
yeat rounde. For us to pass resolutions at conventions = and then pemit the
election of a right-wing MAC to adninister them is effectively to leave things

as they are. Trucj we have & geod constitution - but that constitution is
applied so rarcly (the argunent being "wo camnot efford see €tce etca") that

for all practical purposcs it docs not existe

We neod o socialist purty = but wo do not noed an exclusive club that nointoins
en organization fer the sake of traditione We need a porty that can act as o

political body, & party that is denocratic cnough to permit full, frece discuss-
ion all year round, a party whose press refloots tho policies of the mombership,
not of tho New York cormittccss And, most of all, we nced a disciplinod pertye

(more)
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FORMATION OF AN SP LEFT=VING 7

The question of a leftewing coucus in the Party hos been raised yoor aftor yoors
The only trouble is thet teday the term "loft" is used so loosely that we nugt
first dcfino what we want ond then start caucusing for ite. For example, at the
last convention in Clevoland the left-wing concentrated its fight on the quese
tion of a campaign = which was essentially a tactical question = rather than on
the question of wnr and of party discipline, which were principled questionse
This meant that, for the sake of "unity" during o campoign (o unity which is,
incidentally, non=existent), they sacrificed a sociadist programe In order for
this not to happen again it is essential that full discussion start long before
any conventionse It is ossenticl that the left-wing work out o concrete progrom
ohead of timee
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Essentinlly, tho right-wing will not be dofeated - it will slowly drop out (es
per Kreugers. If you are interostod in hastcening the departure of some of the
nore objectionables, the woy is sinple = activity = any ectivity, since they
will refuse to string along if the SP continually embarrasses thon instead of
slumbering quietlye In other words the question of the program is not too
important, What is important is thet the program Le heard - only then doos the
progrem embarrass thoso who disapprove of ite Anywoy, since tho left is the
only section that really gives a domn about tho continuation of the SP as & pol=-
itical entity (with some notable exceptions), it will perforce do tho bulk of
the recruiting of now peoploe The same process changed the YPSL within one years

The purpose of a left-wing should not be to wage useless factional fights today,
but rather, to rceruit and to continually present its views before the membershipe
This seccond is rather difficult, since, for example, though thoe main question
discussed ot the convention was the question of the third camp, if you mersly
rend the CALL you would not evon know that the question cxisteds What we thero-
fore need is either an interncl orgon that will actually comc out with samo rege=
ularity, or an arrangoment whereby we can get some space in the CALLe (You
know = thore is no real reason that things should remain in the hands of the
same old people despite what thc convontiom decideds For exemple = has there
been any change in the 1ine of the CALL sincc the convention?) Until we get

& Party Bulletin = and this will be difficult = the YSR is probably the only
place where campletely frece discussion can go one

To form a caucus, and we favor such & cnucus, we must start nowe Immediately
after the Novembor campaign we suggest that some fom of a "round robin" start
R moking the rounds so that we can work out a progrom togethers In the meantime,
s we need communication and contootse : .

THE NEED FOR THE YOUNG SOCIALISTS

Today the YS probably has a better futuro than the Partyy Beoing based upon
students and being relatively hcmogonous, it is a growing section of the Party
and thus relatively froec of pessimisme The new ranks of the Party are being
troined here, and in the atnosphere of froo discussion and exponding organizeae=
tion we oan possibly avoid the mistakes tho SP medee As & matter of fact, the
bost single contributicn we erc making to Amcricen socialisn is tho fact that

YS is discussing thc issucs thot do affeet the future of the Partye And despite
the outrage of somo poople, we will continue to discuss political ideas, no
matter whom they happon to bo ombarrassing at the monmcnte

) ' . : ~ (more) 188
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The left-ving of the Party is herc = the Younp Socinlists forms an orgnnizationai
nuclous from cocst to conste It is almoat solidly left-wing and can provide the
backbone for & nationnl "loft-wing"e In tho noantimoe, tho YS activities are

creating an ovor incroasing nunmbor of third ceamp socialists who realizo the nced

for effectivo organizatione
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EDITOR'S FALGE

T The Natlonal Exccutlve Cornmittoo decidod by a mail ballot that tho
YSR i1s to romain availlable to closc contacts of tho ¥YS. In vicu of
that will all circlos ploase sond in thoir bulk ordors for tho YSR
to tho Egucatlional Committoo--preferably at least a couplo of weols
before tho noxt 1ssuo which will bo out around October 15,

o While tho YSR 1s free we suggest that Farty merbers and contacts
4 who want 1t on a rogular basis send in whatever they can to holp
pay for tho paper otec, ( i40. we still noed dough)

The comradcs'from California have responded to our fund OPP601lSees
how about tho othor sections ¢

!T If you wonder about the appearance of this issue, about the relative
- neatness and leglbility, you must hcve noted that the stoncils wero
i nog typed by the Egitor. The thanks should go to the Student Sec,
o Carol Donitch ( noc Iolman) who labored over this issuo,

Who's who in this i1ssuo: Potor Winant is on NEC alternate from
Bostonj; Bort crmiu Is o mombor of tho Contral lianhattan Circleg

. David Senos is an cltornate to the NEC, on tho ANVIL staff and

5 octivo in IY District; the Luxomburg tendoncy is the N.Y. "majority";
Bogdan Denitch i1s a meabor of the NEC rocontly olocted National
Orgoenizor of the Loaguc,

Tho latencss of this issue is a usual inoxusablo , the roason is the
- ballot drive In Now York state which is still going on ...

Please, pleasc, plcase sond in the lists of your cintacts to the N.O.
. Ditto for reports on the campus conditions, :

HELF THE CAMPAIGN --BUY AND DISTRIBUTE THE S.P, PLLTFORH_~-
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v If you havo not roccivod your issue of the LEFT (Educational Comn,
S publication) don't worry it is n't out yot, e have decided to
wait until the end of the ballot drive,

ORGANIZE AN INDEPENDENT COILIITTEE FOR HOOFES AND FRIEDIAN START NOW

BUILD THE YIPSEL
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WHO Al I 2 - ﬁ?
(part 2) by Bert Herman

- - -~ - - - -t

(A number of good comrades have sugsested that the first part of the art=
jole talked dovn to its audiencee Sorryd I hope they understand part 2)

-t -t anboms - - - -d -~

You will recall that we Ieft our hero (the humen race) in a terrible
spot: the Christians, the Rationalists, and now the Freudiens, all con-
sider him too awful for wordse. They are all buds from the same classi-
cal flower, with The RationaliSts materializing "sin" into "evil"; and
the Freudians meterializing "redemption” into "sublimation".

SocIalists reject_the evil Sub-strafum theory, but think that it is, in
a sense, an aocurate picture of some personalities in a olass~divided
sooietye Their reasoning goes 1iké this: _
Patterns of behavior appear in human beings as a result of a) physiolog=
jcal potentialities™(or limits) and b) past situations aCtualizing some
aSpects of this potentiality. lioreover the past (and present) situation”
represent some actual aspects of the enviromment. Adapted to groups, the
statement reads: Zach group has an actualized structure appearing as
patterns of behavior under conditions of social interaction.

Thus we oafi see thaf if past situations have succeeded ih actualizing
"gvil" aspects of personalify = through débasing social experience - the
remedy is to eliminate these débasing experiences, However, the first™
law of class sociefy is ifs evér inoreasing conflict, and from this stems
attémpts to consider man endowed with creative as well as 8vil drivese
(The bourgeoisie is unwittingly admitting the creative role of socialist
struggle in liberating man's potentialit}l) _ . .

One result”of considering man basically egocentFie Is to consigef babisds
and ohildren to be monsters, for they haven't yet learned to "Sublinate"

. What this is, is a warping of a basic fact, namely, tha t bables are

notoriously ignorant. A s soon as the% learn that they can get what they
want by waiting, they learn to vait. And as soon as they learn tThat .
man's physiological system finctIons best by cooperation (sociooentrism)
rether than by competition (egocentrism), théy're perfectly willing Eo be
creative people. But alas, if you've ever seen some hysterioal mother
pull 1iftle Junicr by his sar (perhaps with some hypocritical promise or
endéarment) or some irat? Tather teaching his ohild to go back and fight
like & mah (deddy gives eye-gauging 1éssons, but wait until the recruit-
ing officer offers napalmf{) you can see:why Junior might be skeptioal
about the rewardsdofucooperation. ' -
Bluntly put] the 8ssential  “anti-humanism of7our sovial and economio
system is reflected doun to the ldst detaIl il every material and formal
asgect of family upbringinge Farents love their“kids in just the same
way that business men love workers or bigots love minority groups: By
God} They know what's best for them; they've got to know their place;
and we'll show them what's whatl

- - o - - -

Here are some of the personality types that emerge under our economio-
family system: '

- - - e - -t

1) The people who &cdoept competition; repress cooperations and are in
social positions where it pays off to owe allegiance to this -~ = lf?t?
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social systeme Theoy have no anxietles; they're just sadistic and power /()
madg - - . L. -
2) The people who aocept competitiong repress oooperation as much as
possiblel but who are in social p051t10ns “where it doesn't pay offe
They have doubts, are anxiety riddene They try to be sadists but are
inefficient at ity this is your oonventlonul neurotioc;

% 3)” The people who accept cooperation when it pays off; oompetItion
7 when 1% pays off._ They are the opportun;sts “who swing with the tides
* They're found in all of the soocial levels, generally as foIlowers with
e low order of creativity. (Note - Ve are using ideal types,” labéled
oompetition and ' cooperation , roughly parallelling The types "ego=-
- centric" and "sociocentrioc™. _Concretely, we would refer to domination
V habits reflecting the current monopology capitalist Pthoa, or those 1n
. opposition. - BJH4) Demogogues love thems Their positions become more
untenable and anxiety filled as the olass struggle deepens and as they
see they're lack of attainment as they grow older, Sociologists call

them “anomio".

- L, e - -~

4) The people who basically accept cooperation and who analyze the
antiesocial and anti-personal meaning_gf corpetition. These people
are in & position to liberate their highcst potentialities - sexually,
aesthetioally, politioally.

- -~ - - - &~

The wvarious personallty types are by no means restriocted %o any one
class, although we are “able to trace the general influence of economio
position on family types and hence on personality. In general, the
shopkeeper will have habits reflectlng fourteen hagsling hours a day,
end his struggle™to retain the remnants of his declining sovial positionp

The skilled vorker brings back the hablt of his union solidarity, the
oowbination of skills, and his grouE s self-decided, strugaled for, and ~
enforoed work and pey rates. liowever, almost all but the most disciplined

" and eﬁuoated socialists are sabotaged on all sides by the incessant din
of the dominant ethos; and even the socialists must bring up Their child~-
ren with the children of madmen. Furthér, as noted above, the variols
anti-humanist psychologies can hardly be trusted to provide the proper
perogeotzveo - - R o
To recapltuiate - even thosé in the best social” posztions, the best of
militants, etce are relatlvely inadequate in the development of this
major "means of production" I This tends to varp a social transforma-
tionp It can be attacked by a) learning the proper methods of direotion
b) focu51ng attention on present 5001a1 failures, Cege need for _nurseries,
1mproper school techniques, medieval sex laws and practiees (a crucial

- area), *toe o) plans for a sooialist use of productive facilities to
re~orient family struoture immediately upon the accession of socialisme

: oo o ok o ok o ok ok ok .
We have not specified what the socialist family will b5 like. We have
indicated that it will constitute a different type of €ducational instru=
ment, outlav1ng incorreot habits of dominancee.” Wle have indicated that
cooperation helps turn the trick and that different housing, nurseries,
schooling, etoe is indicateds However, a much larger conoeptlon is really
indicateds ~ 1an Ras knovm various kinds of familjes other than the mono-
gamouse The "extended families™ of China have hundreds of members (some=-
times thousanas). Familiés have been polyandrous, polygamous, or
.elnost indisoernible in relation to olan obligationse Vhat will social-
-4sm produca? 191
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The trend t3ward~rreer sexual reiatiogsﬁ(pargllelling the emancipation of
women by the factory system), the institution of divorce, and so on, show
that“an old style monogamous family, evén one Gf thé "companianship" type,
rather than a pafriachally dominated one may well be swept over. This is
hardly compatible to many religious socialists &s well as to just plain”
socialist workers who feel that they can isolate "moral" things from their
, socialisme IT may well be that any relationship in which the dominant
¢ unit is "father-mother-kids" orients to an unhealthy dominance situatione
Perhaps the solution is the acquisition by a larger social group of the
"parent-image" roles "It is quife 1likely that the o0ld line of persecution
of socialists as "athéistic free~lovers" intuitively recognized the sig-
nificance of the socialist challange to the social ordere. This is what
socialists must explore for it is from the acceptance of the "easy" capie
‘ tilist solution o family problems that a real threat of corrupt power, ~
bureaucratic degeneration, or socialist menagerialism may springe If the
- answer to the question; "who em I is so closely connected to this basic ~
P sooial institution, then we must explore it to its roots, in order to give
. a creative, socialist answere

A HISTORICAL NOT& = - PuRSPuCTIVAS GRQUP

e ’ dot

Leafing through The back Issues of the YSR, we found that in May 1943 the
magnzine contained an interesting appeal to the Yipsfls to support a “non=
coucus” Perspoctives groupe The bricf outline of the program attached
read as follows: » o~ e L ow
1) *The growth of an“ail-inclugivﬁdsfatc apparatus Is the groatest chal-
lange facing the movemente The tendency of all potentially progressive
forecs to bc drawn into it is %o be faught agoinste - »
2) The way to fight the growth of reaction is not through press ure
groups, functioning in The mation's capital, but by building independent
forces that can struggle militaptly agoinst cach enaroachment of its
rights.  Fron this flows the need to organize from the botton and consider
our strength not in terns of how many leaders take ocognizance of our worke

3)" That in order to function effectively in the coming period there is the
necd of a disciplined party, a party that will be able to function as a
spearhead in the struggle of the mass organizotion. _
47 '™he probldn of Socialist power mst be taken seriouslye “But wo"do not
bolieve in the Goncept that thé party must_take power fof the peoplecs On
the contrary, wo state that the party's function is to help the organization
of "thG masses develop socialist consciousness so that they can act for
thenselvese . . .
The Perspectives grolp had anong its nembers Conrades Myers, Zatinsky,
Becker, Travers Clenente " . o .
We night add that we still agree with the statement as far as iY goes eee
and the need for a disciplined party (point 3) is greater than cveras

Editor

-
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IE&GUu FOR INDUSTRIAL D-IIOCRACY, 112 sast 19th Street, New York City

The LID was orlglnally“otﬁrﬁﬂd to acquaint studrnts and Intellectualswith
socialisne In its morr rrornt past, however, the LID drew progressively to
the right and becan~ a ncoting ground for the Tavor burnaucracy, the right-
wing SI''ers and the 1ib-lab intrllectualse The LID as an ~ducatioral _org=
anizatlon hes published, and still publlshos, panphlots dealing with political,
ﬂoononlc, and soclal problons and” _many “of thesc pamphlets are very useful
source material, Ue 1Ist the more recent and ‘interersting pamphletse For a
full list, writo to the LID at the above addresse_

OUR CTANGING INDUSTRIAL INCINTIV-S by Harry Inidlér” (Sducational Comme 25%)
A somevhat dat~d but still vory useful brief study of non-profit incentives
for productions Fornms a part of the ansver to the question of "why would
pcople work under socialism' - B
SﬁCIAIISN IN Ue.SeAs by Harry IFldl“r (~duCat10ra1 Committer 25¢)
Very brief but basic study of £he orlglns of the A merican socialist movenent.
Bssontinl as basic rrading meterizal”drspite the fact that it was wriften From
Lalﬁlnr'° own extremr right-wing v1"wp01r€. In its discussion of the more
recznt paut and clcctoral action it is ihe apolisia for the Social Drmociabioc
Federation ond th~ righbewing of Th® Socialist Party and for that reason

— hd

" should be read oand understood by every Yipsrle RECOIEFIDuDe

WORLD IABOR TODLY by Robert Alexander_ (Eduo‘.tionb.l Comittor “254) ©

Again = pranting tlhie viewpoint, Which in this casﬂ is & pro-Wrstern one in -
the present world conflict = excol’o end very nhcessary study of the
world labor moVemente As an Ouullu" stady of th~ Buropean, Asiai, nnd Intine
An~rioan “novrirnts, it £ills o badly nanded gap in_the kr:owledge of most of
our _momborse  RECOMuwND.D

el -t dd

- Yo list son~ 6thﬂr'paﬁph1°ts availabl? from th~ LID or the IZducational Coruie

IABOR PARTI.S TP LATIN AMuRICA by Robsrt Alexcnder 15¢
Good basic rr~frrence vork but som~what datede

- -

SDUCATION 4ND THe FeW SOCIAL ORDLR by John Dewry 10¢£
BRITISH HZALTE SoRVIC by Julius Manson 257 “
Answers sone of thr usual qustions about th~ functioning and structur~ c:
tae British h-~alth s=2rvice programe

FORFARD MARCH OF AMERICAN LABOR by Wolfson and Glazer 157 ~
An outline of the history of the U.Se labor movement from thd businoss union
p01n€ of virwe Good for distrivution on campus and should be in every
Yipselts library.

e

- b - -

WORKZRS! CONTROL? by wirene White (FabJ.an SooI~ty publication) 25¢ from LID
A good discussion of the probloms 1nvolv1ng direct workﬁr's control of the
factorics. Incldﬂntally, we suggest tha® you contact the Fraternal Bookshop
at 303 Fourth Aves for a full list of the generally excellent Fabian Socicty
pamphlets avaiiable,
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SOl TUUCILTS
(0) S )
POSITIWN OF TIE PLRTY

(Since this article wos written in linrch, many of the ideas
centained are cut of date, especinlly since the convention)

In ex~ring the w~y in which the world situ~ticn ties in with
party policy we wculd c¢c well to study:-the histery of cur rove-
rent,

In 1917 cur party hercically opposed the inperizlist wor,

In these days, when French and Gerrnn sccinlists ceciced that
they werc Tronch cr Gerrnn first -~nd sccinlists second, »nd went
off tc shcet ceach cther in truc ccrradely fashion only the Arer-
jean sici~lists ~nd the Ruscin Belsheviks (arceng the werring
‘noticns) ¢id not betr~y the intérscs cf the werking cl-ss, Ve
f~ced persecuticn ranfully and were unitezt by it; our legisln-
ttres were unsceated and our le~ders went te joile, Eugene Debs
announccd: " If I were in Cengress, I would be shct befcre I
would vcte a dellnr fcr such 2 wor.ee I am oppesed tc cvery wor
but cne; I ~r: fer thet war with heart ~nd scul, and that is the
world wile wor ¢f the scecinl revceluticenl! '

In 1942, cn the cther hond, the Iarty cauiveeated; it agreed
tc disngree; it followed a policy cf ccrprorisce which pleased = *41
neither sice, 2n¢ cur rerbership dropped by ~becut threce-fcurths,

liany of uw were ristaken ~bcut Werld War II, Ve had read
all the bocks revealing Yorld Vr I 28 ~n irperialist war, but
we had nct re~d an expesé of the cxisting ware It is an inevit-
able nisfertunc that studics such as Pref, Beard'!s two recent
bocks pam on}y.;expose wars that hove 2lready cccurred., Anc sc
pany of us thcught we wvere fighting a war ~goainst Fascisp, and o2
went off tc fight in ~ Jinecrow 2rry ~grinst Nozi racisp, and
in 21li~ncec with the world!s greo~test Cictator, ~goinst Nazi
dictatorship, '

iinny of us were ristalen abcut Verld Var II, But, corrades,
let us not rnke the sare nistolke twice in one gencrationd

Yot the trogecy of 1942 wos repcated agoin in 1950, Agoin
the Porty ccroprerised its anti-rilit-rist prireiples. The major-
ity of the NEC, ccntrary (~s I beleive) '
to the opinicn cf the rnjcrity cof the Party, and withcut o refer-
endun c¢f the rerdership, cndersed tlz Kercan slaughtor, dnd
again ofter takin cight yzors for cur tc return te 1942 nurber -
we had =~ drastic ¢celine in rerbership, Surely ‘we should learn
scrething frcer exporicnce,

artics dc nct oxist fcr the sake of preserving ~n institu-

tion. Thoy exist tc scrve 2 function, If they ~re nct scrving

a functicn they dice It is cur functicn tc previcde a2 party ¥hich
takes ~n ~ttitudé of oprisiticn tc c~pit-lisr and its policies.
If thc Party is werth prescrving, we rust ~ept o clear cut ~nti-
war stonc, Only we can give the veters ~ chance te vete fer
peace; if ve dc nct Cc this we will net be scrving any functicn
at 211, The pclicy of re-tccisn did nct get Wilkice cr Dewey ol=-
ected; it well dc even less for us, If sonebody wants to gc am-
lonz with the Adrinistraticn fereign pclicy, cnly ~dopting o
sorievhot critic~l ~ttitude tewards cernin pﬁses (support cf TFrance,

Chi~ng cte,) there ~re crganisaticns such as SDF or ADA doing94
' t
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oexactly this; we weuld be cnly duplicating their efforts if we
adcpt their cutloclz, BDut ther is -~ vital nzed fer o party ccrbine
ing clecter:l activity with a rilitont 2anti-wrr stand, and cnly we
c~n dc this,

There ~rce scme who thinl: that we shculd nct get tec £or out
of stcp with the rmajority of the daber reverent. They de nct quite
darc te be different dbecruse they ~ré affaid cf being isclated
frer the 7.in current, They feel thnt /inericn is for scre rea-
son excrpt frer the ecconcric lI~ws of histericnl cdevelceprient which
exist in the rest £ the world, They s~y we shculd nct sing songs
~bcut Wscul® vhen the werlers ~re eating ice crer:, They scon to
Think th~t in periods cof presyerity we shculd put awny the red
fl~g, ~nd if o revcluticnary situ-sticn develeps pnny yo~rs Trer =
ncw, we should get it out ~gnin, if we c~n rcrerber vhere we 1-id
it ~nd if the reths have nct e~ten it up in the re-~ntine,.

It seers to e thot this view is shert-sighted. It is of
ccurse, horc tco rererber tle panss of hunger when we have becn well:
fed for 2 nurber of years, Yet 28 sceinlists we sheuld h-ave that
Inowlecge cof cecnoric l~ws tc sec that the prcsent situaticn is
purely terperary; =~s internaticnnlists we sheuld recegnise that
cenditicns which in one prrticul~r ccuntry scer to violate theso
laws ~re ~rtificinl, thot the werld is in » state of revolution,

vhich we wculd appreciste if we did nct confine cur ~ttention tc
the .ircricon scone. If we sce flowers growing in a greenhcuse
in Decerber, we shculd nct, thercby suppese that it is warrn cut-
side,
' ‘The rec~sen fer the prescnt censcrv-tisn of arerican werlkers
is th~t they h~ve been beugnt off by the terporary war prosperity,
and have ~cyuired »etit beurgeeis politicnl ideas along with their
televisicn sets, But we shculd recerniss thnt these cconditicns
annet ge cn foroever, Ve shculd be preprring cursclves for the
inevitable deprcssicn, &4nd when the crash comes the werkers pay
be rexdy tec see thot they h~ve been ristalien, dbut they will lock
for le~cership tc the prrty which h~g kept its rccerd clean, its
pclicics ccnsitent, and its banner flying, The cdefextisr of many
party rerbers derenstr~tes the norrewness cf their ccntacts; surc-
ly the receptiveness of MNegre pecrle today to the socinlist pro-
cran is cevidence that, vherc we go crganising ~ricng the peeple who
¢c not prrticipate in the war presperity, the rilit.nt anti-cap-
it~list ressapge is the only v-~1lid cne fcr cur party.

It fcllows then th-t we rust adcpt 2 pl-tferr: fint is nilit-
ntly ~nti-var, It shculd inclucde nlonks fer the irrediate exprew=
pi~nticn cf industries rerking cn wax unprcfitable., Ve rust have
~ clear cut ~ntieipperinlist stand ~grinst ~ny aid to naticns which
de nct give their cclenies independence., We rfist rep:at cver and
cver 2gain thet it whe the arperican fereign pelicy that brcught cn
the present riess: that it wus Arericin 2id to Chiang Kaishek tha

~uscéd Chin~ tc turn St~linist; that secret war time denls fer dive
iding the srcils ~rong the victers were the cwusce of 2 divided Korea
th~t suprcrt «f Synsrnn Rhee w»s ~ contributory crusc tc the oub-
bre~l: ¢f civil var; f ~t Keren was nct werth fighting over.in the
first »lrecz, ~nd th~t the war cculd h~ve been brecught te o clese

n yerr ~wnd ~ half wgc if the UM had nct cressced the 38th Parallel
intc Nerth Iiere~, thus dbringifiy China intc the ware s tast point
cut that we sccialists alwzys épposed the poliey cf Joint occupo-~
tion of cefented naticns which has coused so ruch trouble in Ger-nan,
anc Korez, and that #8 favored instead, the encouragerent of local
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: rev31ut§ons againsg the de?egtgd Axis Eccupigrs, in_order to est;bli§h“p3p§1ag
A governments dependent_on neither the West nor the Stalinistse We must sclect
as our presidentinl céndidate a man who shares theso views, for if he expresses
his own opinions instGad, what good Is the platform? The voters would then
. continue to be confused about our viewse The oandidate must be somoon® vho
would Fother bc right than president: as Ionz as he will not be president ony-
! way, ho might as well stand firmly for the righte :

PETwR WINANT, BOSTON
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GtNUS LIB-IAB - A CASt STUDY

P -~ - e

Some ycars ago the VHY? maggziﬁe published oh artic}e on the genﬁs 1lib-lab
where it discusséd The characteristics of the liberals around the NATION, NEW
RePUBLIC, ADA, ®to. Ve frel that it might still be of “interast to our
readerse The characteristies of the genuine lib-lab are given as the follow=
ing:

e TN

-~ -~ B - - - - -t

17 (Belief in) the class nediction function of the sfate; if porchance it
serves the 'big = people, says tho Tioeral, this is temporary deviation from
jts truc functione He does not recognize the state as inherently a class
instrument. ‘

- a— - - -— - - -— -

2)” Acceptance of 1Padership. lhere It Gan be noted that the very poople who

arr disgustrd Dy the accrptance of leadership by the foscists and the stalin-
jSts do exactly the same in their prostration before the “"democratic" messiahs
(e.go F:D oR.)“

3Y Acceptonce of any mPthod, no matter how authoritarian, to obtain oconomic
sEcuritY. Whot is worsc, they try vo mtke 1t seem as 1T ourccucratic dccisions
represent popular will, no natter how mony degrees the bureaucrats are rec-
moved from Eopular controle .

- - st L el

4) Najvitee about the natufe of capitalist notives. “They assume that the™
capitalists will bow down before popular will, once demonstrat®d by the clec-
tion of a labor party to power, for exanple, ond will acquiersce quiectly to o
progran of social transformation which will end their profitse

, Thise ofe very, very comfion characteriStics that apply to & large section of

< the liberal movemente Perhaps you have noticed some of them in the Y.S.

0 .and in the Poarty????
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- ORDIZR FPROM THw ~DUCATIONAL COMMIITTws ~4-
Sélactions of Rosa lux~mburg ~ ~by Bducational Committee, YS 15¢
Refofm or ReVolution - by Rosa Inxemburg - €0¢
Stak~ and the Socialist Revolution by HaFtov (answer to Lenin) 65¢
Moterialist Concrption of History  ~by Plekhanov 15¢

in preparation: -

Titoism and Socinlism by Bducational Committd®, YS
This 1s the YeSe by Zducational Committe~, YS

BUY ANVIL BUY ANVIL BUY ANVIL BUY ANVIL BUY ANVIL BUY ANVIL BUY ANVIL

196




Ry

-

1%
SOCIALIST UNITY AXD THE CASw OF THw SCHL:CTIANIT-S by Bogdan Donitoh

The rélationship betwfen us end the Schactnanites is efbiguouse In the Sycs
of the ripght-wing, the distinction is difficult to make, and What is morc,
too many = far too many = of our own people do not lmow vhy We are in thc YS
ratharTthan, say, the SYLs  Usually, as a matter of fact], the reason given is
the "personalities" and th@ "types" that aré Tound in the SYL (conplefely un=
political approach) or a self-deluding stotement about us being "large" while
the Schaotmanites are a™"small secE"s  The second reason chrtainly is false =
our rrspective sizns arc almost identical, and as far as snctarianisn is con=
cerned, the SP is so for ghead in this field that it has few competitorse

No - there are real reasons for being in the YS {aSsuning you are a revolut-
ionary socinlist)e These reasons must bc considered and understoode

In"the first place, let me state that I considér tho polltical aims of the
present SYL ond YS almost identicale The differcences lie in the field of
tradition and organizational approachs The tradition, being the less impor=-
tant point, is most simply disposed ofs . Just as the SYL (in my opinion,
stupidly) occasionally defends the tradition of the bolshe¥vik révolution = a
tradition that is both undenmocratic and unsocialist in somé aspocts, so we
occasionally defend (r2ad "apolipiz&" for) the countless betrayals of Social-
democracy the world overs” It is the ensicst thing to answer our argumen®
about tHe bolsheVik suppreSsion in Krondstadt with the eqially sorry tale of
the role of Noske in the German social=denocracy, th® role of thé Frénch and
German parties in Viorld Var I where they sold out theif principles, cfes As
& matter of fact, the crims of the Two tradi%ions more or less Supplenent
each other -~ onc a tradition of heste af the rxpénse of The workers! democracy,
the other a tradition of fear and wralmess at the expense of the vorkers.

The question of organizational differsnces is far more importante Therc is

the old bugaboo of the trotskyist raiding, a bugaboo based on a correct est-
imafion of the fact that the SYL cnd the trotskyist movement as”a whole is =
more concerned with the problems of political power than The question of nice

‘organizational mannerse The point at hand, though, is™the fact that this rigid

agpligatioﬁ of the approach used in Russia %o the United Statcs soil is as
stupidly sectarian as the views of some SP'ers regarding cooperation with
Peopl~ who "had had_a _totalitarian tradition when we were young". .
The basic point hovmver, is one of effectivenesse There are a linited number
of things that a socialist can do today = «nd basically, the rightness or
wrongness of orgarizations can b3 settled by s~7ing how good a soEialistujob
they do. (Incidentally, I completely accept the definifion of the SYL a§ a

‘democratic socialist group)s Now in my opinion, We (the YS, that Is) are in”~
8 position to scll revolutionary socialisn and the third camp better than theye

The reasons are as follows: ~ _ _ ..
a) SYL'is o cadre organization. This means that we are able to recruit people
that The SYLI would not or Gould not touche This means that we can get young
pAople and teach then instrad of Tooking for "little Lenins". This means that
we can grow mor~ quickly and consequently spread our ideas more widelye On

the other hand, it isTtrue that in the era of political opprasiion that is on
us we need o cedre type organization in order to survivee There we can make two
points: i) we will stay off the "1ist" longfr, thus Being able to opeérate
legally, and ii) cadre quality pcople _can be develophd within a Iooser orgoni-
zatione In other words, instead of working on the people outside ¥S and bring=-
ing then in when "ready", we bring thenm in and while they learn they also help
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build the movement. Thus, our ~quivalent of the SYL periphery is our new
membership = which is far closer to us and far more active than any periphery
can bece

- - -

- - - -—

b) ¥e do not have the label of “"trotskyisn™ and its tradition to Iive downs
Sinc~ thr Ancrican workers have not yet beern sold dut by social-democracy

v it does not have as bad a nann here, and it is easier to explain our faults

awnye .-
o) SYL is too rigid politically and as such, cannot attract prople who are

not as dogmatically surce XAlso, their handling of the stalinoids is bad and
they are consmquently unable to draw much from the eXx-CP'®rs and YPA'erse

o This is importan®, sifice & whole gineration of people have been educated in
: rodidalism ot the time when naivitee about Russia was the norm: thus they

— o e e A e

A1l These eloments Sombine to bring me to the opinion that "our" way is the
better and more effective waye . oo .
Now the quostion of unity. IF ther® was any common sense in the SP when
approaching this Problen It would Be in effect today. However, we are tradition
1 bound in the extremcs The SP profers to cohabit politically with the Social-
Drmocratic Fedoration and various Jewish socinlist™ groups with which its mem-
bers have porsonal and/or sentifiental bonds despite the fact thit Those organ-
izations have ccased to b eith~r rodical or socialist in any scnsc of the word
rathor than work wich oth~r socinlist groups which developed from other poli-
tical tradifions. ~The attitude of the SP° makes the question of unity impose
sible In the forsesable future. Truc, on the campus of necessity we will co=-
operate, just as we will cooperate on ANVIL and on &ni-Frafico picket lines,

but unity itself is today out of the question. However, there is another woy
of looking at ite Uhen and if a Inbor Party is formed, the socialists (all
real socialists) will work as a left-wing within ¥hat party. This means that

it does rot matter whers the socialistS arc trained, so long as it is o demo-
cratic socialist, antiZwa® training (rovolutionary anti-war, that is) since

we will all end up togethar anywaye

BIBLIOGRAPHY for Tito article, campiled by tho authors  (Soe page & )

David Martin  ALLY BETRAYED  (Premtice Hall, 1946)
‘. Louis Adamic MY HATIVE LAND

The first is pro-Mihnilovich and is written by en American socialiste

Tho second is thc "officicl apologia® by onc of Tito's major supporters in
the States.

As background to pre=wmr Yugoslavia, I suggests

Rebecca West  BLACK LAMB AND GREY FALCON
Anton Cilige  RUSSIAN EHIGML (tho soctions dealing with the CPY)
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REPORT ON ANVIL and Al ANSYER TO lR. SITEMAN by David Senes

The 1951 Oonvention of the YPSL, in considering the question
of ANVIL magazine, passed the following motion:

Yotion (Koponen): "Whereas the YPSL now lacks and needs & pub.
Tication and the YPSL now supports a militant socialist, anti-
war position, and the magazine ANVIL has asked for our endorse—
ment and participation on terms to be negotiated with us:

Therefore be it resolved that the YPSL in
Convention assembled endorses ANVIL and directs the YPSL-IEC or
A coumittee thereby appointed to mect with the ANVIL board and
seses (here the specific conditions are 1laid down),

‘ When the above requirecments have been met,
the YPSL members shall scll ANVIL, write and submit articles
thereto, campus groups of the YPSL may affiliate, and mcmbers
shnall form or organize student anti-wnr groups affiliated to
ANVIL, YPSL nerbers in other student groups shall denocratically
scok to have such groups endorsc and affiliato with ANVIL,"

After a month of necgotiations, the YPSL N,0.C. nminutcs montion
ANVIL agnin (January 19-20).... :

"ANVIL (Report): All conditions 1aid down by the YPSL Conven-
tion havec becn met with the exception of incorporation, which
apgears impractical, A Committee of Helman, Ucnitch, Scnes,
and Holmes hcld two mcetings with the present group of editors,
etc. The YP3L is to designatc threc representatives to the
editorial working Cormittce anc busincss staff help ... 4ll
copies to the circles and the members will be mailed out thru
~the YPSL office, -

Motion (Denitch): That we consider the terms of the
agrecenent have been met and@ that we now cendorse ANVIL.
PASSED, Gangel abstaining. "

This sceried to end the long strugsle to have the YPSL endorse
ANVIL, the struggle that began with the first issuc of aAllVIL
and California League's cendorscrient of the pubhlication. 4s
soon as it becane evident that the third canp, anti-war view-
point was now Conminant in the YPSL, cndorsement of ANVIL became
a foregone conclusion.

‘There werc a nurber of factors that nade it logical to cndorse
ANVIL:

-~ 1ts "open" nature, i.c. the fact that it was a political
forun cxpressing riost of tho views of the dermocratic left.
Articles appearcd fron the federalists, pacifists, liberal
and sncinlist students;

~ its nass circulation of around 5000 which nakes it & nost
potent instruricnt of propaganta on the canpus;

~ 1ts geonerally high level; and finally ...
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-~ tho ossontial agrcomont hotween the policies of its board and s
the YPSL, : -

' publiocation
Poople criticizing ANVIL's "incfficiency" forget that no student/
of & political nature - not oven that of the stalinists -~ has
either lasted as longor approaches ANVIL's circulation and level,
Incidentally —~ it is interesting to compare the efficiency of
- ANVIL with that of the CALL. ANVIL, for practical purposcs, pays
its own way; the CALL is the bigeest expenso on the SP budget (not
to mention the fact that ANVIL sells to non-politicals and on
newsstands, ) :

Tho basic attack on ANVIL, howéver, (Siteman article in June YSR)
is bascd on two propositions:

1) The undesireability of associating with the Socialist Youth
League, which is alaé involved in publishing ANVIL, and

'2) a-"The poor organizational scnse and practice of the Yipsels
who are involved in ANVIL and the Federation" (ANVIL's
publishing body, Ed,) A

b-"The lack of undorstanding of the nature of pacifism and even
of an anti-militarism or anti-one-war-or-another-attitude,”
. (Eiteman)

The first proposition is easily disposed of., The ANVIL board is
conposed in the following fashion: one elected editor for each
endorsing campus club, a smaller board of managing eGitors elected
by the Now York Fcdoration against War, Of the four clubs forming
the Federation, two arc clearly not SYL crntrolled and the other
two are heterogenous in control,  The SYL and YPSL representation
are about even, with a few indcpendents (pacifists and liberals)
forning the valance of power. What is nore importint —~ neover -
not once, has there beon & Gisputc on the boazd which was decided
on the basis of political block voting, i.e. in cach cass, both
tho SYL and YPSL editors voted as individuals, (3lso, there has
never even arisen the guestion of political disputes).

The strength of the SYL (and for that matter — the YPSL) on the
ANVIL board is the rcsult of our failure to broaden the base suf-
ficiently by including non-socialist clubs in the Federation. A
failure which,onc night add, was greatly contributed to by Site~ :
man's efforts to prevent the War Resister's League, of which he 1s
a8 board member, from allowing their campus people to endorse ANVIL, -
If Siteman is concerncd with "SYL control" of ANVIL, tho solution
is sinple - hroaden ANVIL's hasc.

Ag for thc sccond proposition, we can nake a few observations,

For an SP'er, any SP'cr, to talk about the poor organizational
sense of the Yipsels while ignoring the SP's nmiserable rocord, is
to show complete blindnoss to facts. True, the YPSL ig not funot-
loning as well as we would like it to, but comparocd with the 8P,
it i1s 80 immensoly more active in proportion to its size, 1t 1is

(nmore)
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growing so stcadily, and its effcctivencss increasing so rapidly <
that comparison is inpossiblo. 48 sinmple cxamples we can site the
facts that tho "incfficient" YPSL has a) organizers in tho fiold,

b) an internal discussion orgen, and c¢) has almost doubled in
number in one year — - not to riention the fact that it is matching
the cffort of the SP in tho ballot drivo dospite tho fact that the
8P is noro than ton times larger in sizo and resourcos.

R e e

Tho YPSL lack of understanding, or rathor Sitenan's lack of under-
standing of YPSL's positicn, is amusin%. WE are inconsistent be-
cause, if you please, we opposec World War III and both war canps
without necessarily being pacifists. Siteman, on tho other hand,
(such is logic) supports tho pro-war right-wing of the SP and is
a pacifist, 4 lack of understanding ant confusion certainly docs
exist ... the only quecstion is whore! . ' ‘

ng
The specific criticisnm of our function/werc in one or two instances
woll taken. It is true that we should function nore efficiently
on ANVIL, wo should scll norc copies, etc. etc. and we are taking
steps to see to it that we co. 4As for the safety of our nmailing
lists, S8itenan nced lose no nore slocp ovor this question, since
the present ANVIL address is John Holmes! office ?Holmes being
the ex-National Secrctary of the YPSL).

Sitenan's main attacks were not dirccted against ANVIL but rather
against "hourscois" realisn, He talks of the non-czistent bulletin
of the North Anerican Bureau of the IUSY as thc suhstitute for
ANVIL; he talks of the nec® for the YPSL to work with SDA, WORLD
and SLID —~ a policy we have followed without any hrank, ﬁe talkse
about non-cxistance of the Felecration Against War, 2%c. etc. Not
being netaphysicians we cannot Celve into these chstract thoses

and rnust regretfully pass on to one nore concreto sugrestion of
Sitenan's — - nanoly that the SP re-cstablish control ant supervis-
ion over the YPSL.,

Our only answer to Siteman's paternal concern for our roral and
physical well-heing can he "please put your own house in order
firsgt daddy: then cone telﬂthe YPSL ~ which is ¢oing quite well,

thank you — how to inprove its oOWD evsseeveeccons

Meesesense

IN CONCLUSION e ) :
~ Federalists, liberals and pacifists write for ANVIL. We noed
goo? articles frorm you.... YRITE FOR ANVIL,
- The cost of ANVIL to us is nil., In return we reach over 5000
stutents with our program of peace in freeCom an® opposition to
both war canps. : ' -

_l.‘...‘...!.

Get Yo vy C,ué

\1/\ V sell 1&oA:\/vu_
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PRESELT-DAY TASKES
O
VOILD REVOLUTIOIARILS

"The 3nglish working class is actually becoming
more =nd more bourgeois, whiche...is will calculated
on tk part of a nation vhich is cxploiting tk whole
world," f&ngels in a letter to liarx in 1858,

"There is no working-closs party here, ...2nd
the worlers very quietly enjoy together with (the
bourgeoisie) the fruits of the British coloniael
monopoly and of the British monopoly of the world -
market ' lingels in a letter to Kautsky in 1882,

iThe 1ast three vars...h2ve progessively raised
the American st ndard of .living, whi}e lowering
living standards in th:z rest of the world, The
class struggle has thus been internationally pol-
arised, The whole population of America has be-
come a *capitalist clasc" in relation to the rest
of the world.," resolution of the Young Socialist,
1951,

Marx has said thot history rcpeats itself, the first time
as a tragedy, the sccond as a farce, Ilicver has this be.n more
clearly showvm than in the wey that the United Stotes hos token
over the rdle tzu@itionally wlayed by Ingland in world affairs.
It is afarce becausc, in full view of the decline of Inlund as
a world power, Americo learns nothing and follows the same pol-
jicics, excernt that Am:rica does its “muddling" on a truly Amer-
ican,mass-producticnbasis,

For centuries Znpland grew strong by playing the balance
of power, 2nd grew rich by e:xploiting the world. TFavourably
situarted on on islond, British stotesmen suproyted first one
continental vower, the another in o 19th century version of
Caesar's +divide 2and rule', ta far-flung Expire enabled IEng-
land to miintein a “favourable' bolance of trade by living on
the interest of its emormous investments wbrood. And exploit-
ing the masses of Asia and Africa, Zngland was able to enjoy
one of the world's highest standarcds of living, so that even
the British working man w»s oble to share, though in o small
way, in the profits of running n ermire,

Which country is it now who plays the bnlance of power?
Vhot nation supnorted Russia Ag inst Germany and China gglinst
Japan, @emanding tnconditional surrender and complete disarm-
ament, only to turn ~rouvnd four yexrs later to criticise the
conquered territories for their unwillingnmss to re-arm fast
enough ag:ingst its former 2llies? (At least the British had
the propriecty to wait ten or twenty yearsbefor chonging sides.
Vb now is groving rich at the exrense of the rest of the world,
not only throuzh investments and tzade, but through selling
armaments to pther nations to use against cach other? Like Lng-
lond of old, America is geogrophic favoured, Always on arscn-
al, never « battlefield, America grows 1richey while the woXld
grows noorer, (This is why words fall on stony crund when we
speak to the American worker,) And, like the British impire
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the sun ncver sets on the Americon dollar, As the Arab remar.-
ed, 28 he watckd Amcrican troops tuilding on sir-field: “ior
isolationists, thes: Americons certainly get around,"

An Indi»n sociclist told me last month: "I feel sorry for
you Americans, It took England two centuries to bccome the most
hated nation in the world; you Americans have nexrly caught up
with them in five."

It was only eight ycors ago thoat VWendell VWilkie toured the
Middle East and spoke of the great “reserve of good will" tow -~
ward the United Stzfes among the people there. Today that re-
servoir is dry. Wh:.t has caused such o rapid chonge? Before
these countrics come into fxecsto face contact with dollar ime-
pariclism they thought of America as a ravolutionary force,

baged on new methods of production, new ideas of dcmocracy,
and 2n 2ll¥ in their struggle to rid themselves of coloninalism,
Today they zre sadcer but wiser, having been shot from Ameri-
can tanks in thé possession of the British and French imperiale
ists, It is not surprising that the people of this area are
Just realising todoy that America cexced to dbe a revolutionary
political force some thre: generations ~go. In the same woy
we should not be surpriscd if they arc likewise unaware of the
reactionary nature of Stolinist imperialism, whc the Russian
counter-revolution is only about twenty-cight years old,

Ve can therforc empeet that if America continucs to follow
the samc policy over 2 pexiod of y2ors, we may then se: o world
in which 2 werlthy Amerieca st:nds alone in the midst of 2n im-
poverished world hostilzly united under the banner of Stalinism,
What is the process by which this will happen? '

It is self-cvident is so full of internal contradictions
thaty except in the American garrison state, it cannot long con-
tinue to operate, We also know fron the experience of the last

ten yearsthat when capit-lism continues to exist through art-
ifieial mchns beyond its aprionted time that we get not sociol-
ism, but Stalinism, Only 2 workers government can defend it-
gelf cgoinst Stalinism ond only if the workers can come into
control of the Vestcrn world can Stalin's world conquest® be
checked, '

(This gives rise to a peculiar paradox: whenever capital-
ism fighte to mointain itsclf the more incvitable it mokes [ JLi.
Stalin's eventucl victory; while on the other hand, the more
aggressive the Stalinists are, the more the increase business of
war production strengthens the capitnlist system. The power
struggle thus reinforces itself leading up to the final cata-
clys?. The only alternative to annihilatibn therefore is social-
ism,

Thus in Indiz ~nd Indonesia, where the popular revolution
was able to throw off the colonfal ruje beforc the Stalinists
could capture the working ecloss, condifions are favourable fo
democratic government z2nd a strong socialist mo%ememt, The
sare is truc of industrizl countrics such 2s Germany and Japan,
which have 2 gcnuine labour movement, In Chinz, on the other
hand, the Kuorintangdictatorship permitted no working class op-
position to organice, so th~t the pecople had no choice but to
turn to the Comrunists for deliverance from oprression, The
same is true in Indo-Chin>, wherr the only way for the peoplsz
to fight for indegpcndcnce.ngainst Lk U,8, aided French 2gres-
sors is to support the Stalinists,
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It is thus ~ question of timing., We mry 1~y dovm the fole-
lowing rulc: wvherev:.r capitalism ~nd imperi~licm are climin~ted
early cnough for the people to orginice tkir own governnent, a
prolctarian movement will have sore hepe of indepcndence ~nd eve-
entunl success, But whers coptitalisn is rtificially mointoin-
ed, ant where the aspirntions of the cenmon peoplme are denied,

there Stnlinism will captur: the working class. 77 2o (ab-
ticy of orgoanising the working closs and the pensantry (for the
peasantry apnears to form the class basis of Strlinisnm wherever
it h~s been successful) before the Stnlinists do, It m2y be ale
rexdy too late in Halaya ond the Phillipines; therc is more time
Iefl for us in the liiddle Last and Africo.

THs 1~ys o historic r8le upon us ~s revolutionary social-
ists, for it is up to us to act 2s lenders of the Thisrd force,
whic 2lonc c~n save the grezater part of the world's population
from Stalinist or imperizlist exploitation, :

Ve must:

1, W\mke the American pecople to the dangers of the American

foreign policy, There rust be ne more 2id to colonial powcrs

or rzactionry native governments, It is in tk power of the
United St~tes, as controller of the purse strings, to insist
that France fred Tunisi: ~nd Indo-Chin~, thnt the British come
to terms with Iron, Iraq ~nd Egypt, and that South Africa end
Apartheid, :
(Welet Since writing this threc months ~go, thc author
has comc to belicve thot it is unrenlistic to hope for a cap-~
italist country to cdopt -~ socinlist foreign policy, or for

the Armericon people to wnke vup so long as they arce "bought off"
by war prosperity, ifeverthelese the attempt should be made in
order to cducxte thrt section € the working class which is not
articipating in wvar presmerity, and in order that ~fter the
capitalist policy has brought ruin pecople can reezall thot it
wag we that wnrned ther it the time wh~t would hajppen,)

2, Ve must send troined leaders into the criticzl arcas

of the strugglg porticulnrly such places 2s linlay~, Indo-~Chino,
the Phillipines and Afric.. We cannot do this by oursclves,
bee~usc the mrsges would be suspicious of ~ccepting ~n Ameri-
c~n 8s their leader, But we h~ve 2 wonderful opportunity of
training notives of those countries who arce now students in
Americ~n universities, ~s réevolutionary leaders., (It is no
accidont thoat the lender of the Indoncsi~n Soci-lists is 2
former Yipsel, having joined when he wns o student in the Unit-
ed Statcs in the *thirties.) Our Ycung Socizlist cirelcs, which
often scem sc¢ ineffcctive in terms of numbers, moy choange thg
course of o ccntinent if our idens are planted on foertile 5911.
Yipscls in overy univ.orsity must ~ctively scck the friendship
of foreign studconts, sctting up oriental student clubs whercver
possible, which wculd be ostensitly soci:l clubs (since most
forcign students ar: ofraid of being deported if they openly
jdentify themsclvess with ~ politic~l moven@nt}, but would regl-
ly serve ~s ccenters of indoctrination ~nd s%¥:.ining, peossibly ..
including be study of existing reoveluticniry movenents in thesce
countries, ~nd ~ thorough study c¢f the eccnomy cf the whole ro-
gicn to cnceurage intordependencd ameng Asian counlrics and in-
dependence fron the Ucstern ~nd Stnlinist blocse. THebuilding
of an intecrnaticnal third ferecean ~lsc be cnecouragod b¥ cleser
rclations with rowecluticnary socinlists in other lnnds hroug
o greater exchunge of students, and through the sctting up, I
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various countries, of surrer work cmps ginilar to our Socizl-
. 48t in Industry rrcgr-n, to the swrer work camps cf the Youge=
glav Pocple'!s Governnent,
3, The Scci~list movement must mmke a cle~n break with re=-
fornisiay- especinlly in ccuntries vhich 2re on the verge of 2
revcluticnary situaticn, Wherever the Comrunist sartics have
growvn to 1larpe numers (~s in Fronce, for instnnce§ it is because
the scci~list portics have ccme under the deninaticn of petit
bourgcois elements whe are less revolutionory thon the Stalinisto.
Vherc the masses are rife for reveluticen, wd nust place oursclves
in the vongusrd of the workers! rovercnt, Bcth cur irmediate de-
: monds ~nd cur statements of our final genls rust be 1ere rodical
| and far-reaching thon these of the Stalinists, whoer: we should be
continunally exposing ~s phcny “"reds", disguisce fascists, traitors:
to thd rcvcluticen, =gents of a re~cticnary inmper¥Falsili, ‘ ’
The greatest task facitg revpluticnary gocialists tod>y, is
the building c¢f the intérn~tionnl peoplest third ferces. Now, in
the tirie cf balxnce between two rival irperinlisns, is the crite
jcal decrde in which the reveluticn oy triunph in mpany lancdse
TIf the cppertuiity is lost nnd cither power cane extenas its rule.
over the whele werld, ~11 chonce of prolitarion victory noy be
fost for centurics, Icw is the tire to tell the werld:s Workers «7
of 211 l-nds, unitel ' :

“=PETER WINANT, BOSTON

—
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