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ON THE ROLE OF THE PARTY by Owen Cahill

. soclialisme

In a provious issuo of the Young Socialist Review, an artioclo by tho
Luxenburg tendenoy ("The Future of the party and tho role of the YS")
oontained a brief discussion of the incorrcct attitudes on the role of
the party ourrcnt in the SPe This present 1ssue furnishes a good op=
portunity to discuss the true reason for the existance of o Soolalist
Party and tho role it must performe

It should be obvious to everyone who thinks at all that the reason for

the oxistence of the SP is not to win oleotionse It is debatablo whether
the primary purposc of o socialist party should ever bo elcctorals There
oan certainly be no debate about a socialist party in the U.S. wiming
electionss Most people seom to have realized thise The right-wing in the
SP realizos it: hence their proposal to liquidate the party to form a
pressure group in the Democratic Party eee & group which would amount to
a more leftist ADA or & loss senile SDFe This attitude 1s not a betrayal
of previously held idealss It is & logical outcome of their oconocoptions
of socialism which envisages the clection of good men (meaning themselves)
who will ennot laws and ushor in a "planned oconomy" and a "welfaro state"
which will moam that wo have a%cooperative commonwealth" or & "mixed eco-

- nomy" or "sooialism". To them thesec terms arc synonomouss Sinco these

things, or somewhat diluted versions of them, arec being brought into being
under the aegis of the Yemooratio Party, that is the logical place for

this faotion to goe. And that is whore they will goe Obviously then, one's
oonception of what soolalism is influences one's oconception of & soolalist

pa rty.

A group of comrades in tho YS (the Luxémburg tendenoy) has boen attempting

4o find now answers to basic socialist problems; ono problcm is the concep~

tion of sociaslism itsolfe There have been a few stabs in the direction of

an answer in previous issucs of the YSR, but no thought-out analysis of the
probleme I do not proposc to offer such an analysis heree Within tho lim-
its of this article I can only skotoh the outlines of my conception of

L2 bl

Sooialism, as I sec it, has these aimss :
1) To abolish the economiec exploitation of man by men
2) To extend the productive forocs in order to give man mastory over
nature as far as possible . )
3) To put the control of men's cconomic and political destinies into
his ovm handse
This last aim is the most important. It is, in tho words of Engecls,
"the leup from the rcelm of nccissity into the realm of freodom"e It is
the realization of tho most profound theory of Marx = the abolition of
man's alienation from socioty. » .

This aim makes it imperative that the social revelution bec consciocuse This
means that it must be modo by the mass of the people with a full awarcness
of what socialism is and a desirc to attain ite (I say "mass" and not "ma-
Jority" bocause thore is & tendcney to confuse majority with "517", which
is not at all what I moemn,) This mecans that the Bolshevik rovolutions,
both tho succussful ono in Russia ond the unsuccessful omes in Germany and
Hungary, wore not sooialist rovolutions since the mass of tho people either
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did not support them or supported them bocauso of roasons othor than -
the dosiro to establish soociulisme :

Tho taotics and strutogy of tho social rovolution should bo varioblo
and tho forms that a socialist party takos should be varicblo ulaoe
Howover, thore arc sovornl nbsolute oconditions that a gooinlist party
must moots )

1) Most important, tho sooialist party must 1tgolf bo awvuro of thu
truo naoture of socialism; it should propogate this conooption and
strugglo tovnrd making this conception a reality.

2) It should not bo primarily an electoral partye It is diffioult
to spoak of tho truoc nature of sccialism in en elootion oanpaipn oture
paign and electornl and parliamentary action tond to tnko things oul
of poople's honds and make them look olsewhere rathor than to thomanl 798
for solutions to social problemse Honoe, an cmphasias is noodod on
dircot action raother than on elecotoral nction.

3) The party must orient itself and its appeal primarily to tho work=

*ing class, not fram & mystique of the proletarict, although that ia nat

to be condemned ontirely, but from a recognition of thoso foctas
a) the workers arc the poople most oppressod in oapitollct
society and those who will have the groutost ‘pnrt ia build=-
ing thc soocinlist society; honce it is absolutoly noconsiiy
that thoy of all people have an undorstanding of whut poninl=
- dsm is :

', b) sinco mankind is not composed of idealists, it is tho vio~
tims of, and not the benoficieries of capitalism whom Ve
can expect to fight it :

o) the workers are potontially the most powerful olass in
society . :
4) A soolalist party must roject any conception of tho oonquost of

. ‘power by a "vanguard of tho working class", either a rovolutionary

vanguard who will solzc power, or a reformist vanguard who will oozt
into ite. ) ,

'6) The party must be suffiofiently disciplined to mako it of footive
and sufficiontly demooratio to make it flexible. . -

Outsido of these important conditions it is not too important whit
form a soolalist party takese In most decmocratic countrios, sooinlint
groups of any size uso the form of electornl parties for convonionnt,
but this is by no moans absolutecly nccessaryes Viector Sorgo haa nnid,
"a trade union fedoration maoy conceivably play the sumo rolo (vo n

~party); or an alliance, a front, or a bloc eeee it is wiso to uttunoh

more importance to realities thon to wordse The anarchist FAL in _
Spain has always cleimed not to be a party, but it is ono in tho monts
effectivo sense of tho worde" In tho oase of socialists in tho Uelle

for example, it may be doubted whothor un electoral party offootiyuly’

propogates thoir aimse

It is hard to say which socialists groups in tho world moct tho oonils=
tions set down abovce Probably none do entirely. But covornl noninlist
parties and groups (large groups) come pretty close to thoms notnlly,
the SP in India, the POUM in Spain, tho left-wing of tho UPA in Ukrninia
and the left-wing groups in the social~-democratic portios of nll pknpos
roan oouhbricse '

Tho Anoriocan SP compares badly with oven these minimum conditionte

. Many of tho party mecmbers, indced perhans the majority of thom, hnve

absurod idoas or no ideus at all on tho naturc of sooialisme Thu “q
has in the past, particularly tho recent past, beon almost vxolupnivuely

an electoral party; so much so that whon it becanmc appuront tho prty EB
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could no longor ocumpaign offoctively, many saw no nltormativoe to entoring 3
thoe Domocratic Party « Tho S.P. has dircoted its mnin appoal not to tho
workers but to the liberal potty=-bourgcoiskoe It is at loast anti-putschlst,
but this has ofton bocn morc the rosult of a worship of legality than o

fonr of dictotorships It is notoriously one of the most undisciplined
socinlist groups in tho worlda and as for its vauntod democracy, it has

been the result moro of an intolloctuul indifforencod than a oconcern for a
froc oxohango of ldease”

With views like these, why do I remain in the SP 7 And sinco those viows
are quito gonoral among membors of the Luxemburg tondency, why do any -of us
rcmadn 4n tho SP 7 I can olainm to spoak only for mysolf, but perhaps I cun
sponk for othor mombors of tho tendency as wolle ' ~

We are not members of the SP beocause we agree with its presont pdsitiono

" We do not and cannot agree with ite e are members of the SP becauso 1%

oontains, along with the rofornists, many honest grass=root socialists whom
we can roach and are reaching with our idease We huve good procedents for
our actions notably the Pivert group in the Fronch SFI0, which has a record
far worse on every count than the SPe And with all the deficenocles of
demoeracy in the SP that I described above,therc is still more opportunity

%o spread our vliews in the SP than thero would be in any other organization

in the UeSe = including the ISL-SYLe .

Practiocal conclusions, which could be formulated at the end of this article
were mainly given before hand in the article, "The Future of the Party and
the Rolc of the Y«Se"so there is no need for me to rolverate theme I can
only odd that the need for left-wingers in the Party to caucus on a prine
oipled basis can hardly bo oxaggerated, and I invite corrospondence on the

" subjoot of such o couous to be sent to the Editor of tho YSRe
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AN APPEAL FOR COMRADE MOHRING (Editor of German third comp paper )
Dear Comrades )

Recontly, we received a cammunication from Europe to the effect than Hermann
Mohring, the editor of Pro~und- Contra, a Gorman socinlist third camp
magazine has boen kidnoepped in Berliin by the Staulinistse There has been
1ittle about this in tho paporse e montion it to you, not because thoreo

is anything we cun do for Mohringj trogloclly, there is nothing that oan be
donee Thore is little probability that he will ever be soen alive againe

We can help his familyes Mohring,.his wifo and children have been living
in need for yearse Now, with Mohring gono, his family facos actual starve
ation. Tho only help they can get must come from us and other socialists
of our outlooke Clothes, CARE puckages== anything you can give will helpe

The addross of the lMohring family is ¢ Anny Hohring, Berlin=Charlottenburg,
Dohlmannstrasso 27 Gormany o If it 4s more conveniont,help oan bo sont to
them through use But whatcver way they arc aldod they must be aided soone

. Frotornally,

DISTRICT EXECUTIVE COMIITTEE NY=YS

209



ON COOPTRATION WITH TEE_SOCIALIST YOUTH IWAGUE by Dave McReynolds 4

Because of the current controversy in regard to ANVIL and the liason now

existing btetween certain sections of the Young Socialists and the Social-
1st Youth League, I offer this article for two purposes: support of the

liason, and a varning egainst taking it too seriously.

Let it be said in the beginning that I have been one of the first and
strongest advocates of close cooperation with the S.Y.L. on certain mat-
ters - particularly ANVIL - and am currently seeking the merger of the

2 Westwood Socialist Club with the S.Y.L. group and other students in a

« "commom front" of the left at the University of California at Los Angeles,
I hope then, that my friends in s.Y.L., to whom I am also subnitting this
article, will take the following comments as the thoughts of one vho is
essentially a friend. And I am sure that with this preface my Socialist
comrades will realize I am writing, not out of the hysteria that sometimes
seems to grip the New York situation, but from the relatively calm climate
of the West Coast. I hope that the "left tendency" in New York will give
this article careful thought,. :

-~
RPN

Principled Unity N

First let us recognize that S,Y.L. is strdnge. I didn't say large, but

& strong, Their members work hard and effectively, Who motivated the Poli-
& tics Club, Focal Point, ANVIL? The Young Socialists? No - we must grant
that the motivation stemmed in large measure from S.Y.L. This is the pri-
mary reason I have worked with S.V.L. Not because I am in total agreement
with them, but tecause they have proven effective workers. Ve nreed them
in the anti-wer movement, This is not opportunism, for we should not seek
to ™ise them" so much as we must £ind ways of working together, The imp-
ertive today is principled unity on the left in face of war, Thus, all
groups not in basic disagreement should be held together by some sort of
liason, But I must raise certain questions with S,Y.L. and with those in
Y.S. who so eagerly seek to embrace them as political brothers. There is
a considerable difference between the people you choose to help you put out
a fire and the people you choose to form a political organization., The
fire today is wer, and I would even wotrk with Stalinists if it wemen't for
their distressing habit of using gasoline instead of water on the blaze.
The S.Y.L. however, holds certain concepts that make closer unity difficult.

Vanguard Concept

Let us take some examples, The S.Y.L. believes, according to its speakers,
that it is the vensuard of the revolutionary movement, I question whether
in the current flux of political events, anybody is a vanguard. Certain
ideals, beliefs and principles, yes - but an organization? No! I don't
believe the S.P., mch less the S.Y.L, is the vanguard., But let us examine
this for a moment., The belief that a specific organization rather than a
general philosonhv. And vhat history now demands of the radicals is the
effective dissemination of a new way of living together rather than an in-
effective attempt at setting up an orgenizational vanguerd., This Yorgani=-
zational vanguard" theory of the S.Y.L. rekes closer cooperation impossible,
because obviously all concessions rust come from us and not from them, since
vanguards don't {or shouldn't) rale enything but tactical compromisese

Immature Radicelism or Bolshevik Sentiment¢

The S.Y,L. emphasis on secrecy is distressing to me, I am asked not to (o




mention in oonversaticns with. studentaswhich -64my friends bdlohgTto the
S.Y.L. Vhy.mot?” What sort of cops ard-robberd gaite is S,Y;Licplaying?.. .
The S.P, = pacifist "left" here on the West Coast went through this stage
a year ago (looking for dictaphone wires, using code names over the phone,
meeting late at night, checking for "spies", etc.) but grew out of it as
& sign of extremely immature radicalism. But the S.Y.L. tekes its secrecy
very seriously - amusing at it is to the rest of us that have been around
longer. If it is only a passing stage I would not worry, but their top
leaders adopt this position, leading me to believe they are back at the
old Bolshevik game of conspiritorial activity,

I will skip over their support of democratic centralism and touch on their
tendency to distort events - as when, in their paper, LABCR ACTION, they
gave a very distorted picture of the Y.P.S.L. convention, Or in their app-
arant need'to paint their opposition as Mevil' or "opportunistic". Thus,
my friend, Vern Davidson has become the devil personified for his opposition
to S.Y.L. and they ask me here on the coast if he is psychotic or Jjust vi-
clous. I remehber on one occasion when Vern and I had a slight fracas,
arising over a mutually exclusive interest in a girl - a totally non-palit—
ical quarrel that lasted a week and was reconciled over bourbon and gin -
that in S.Y.L. circles in New York it vas being reported that "Davidson and
McReynolds have had a terrific fight" that paralyzed and divided the entire

Los Angeles Y.S.

Their general immaturity disturbs me too, Pcrticularly in regard to theory,
The S.Y.L. is interested in theory., This is fine, I like a little theory
now and then as much as the next man, perhaps a little better. But in the
S.Y.L, you don't comment on the weather or women, but on the latest theory
of the Master, i.e. Max, The world is not basically changed by theories
but by theory and action combined, Ard the S.Y.L. is so tusy being a theo—
retically correct "vanguard" that 1% appeals only to other intellectuals
who are concerned with the state of theory. This leaves the "mass" to the
Socialists and I am perfectly happy with the bargain, For example, they
don't like the way the North American Co-op League is staying out of poli-
ties. So they criticize it for not being theoretically correct., But at
U.C.L.A, no member of the S,Y.L., belongs to the co-op} On the other hand,
the S.P. has clveys placed people in the cc—~op whs have become actilve lead-
ers of it, Which accounts for the tremendous impact of the small number
of S.P, members have had on campus politics at U,C.L.A, and in winning
people to a socialist position,

While I am very deeply disturbed by the S.Y.L. position on violence, I am
equally disturbed by the Y,S, position and since my disturbance derives
from the fact that I am a pacifist, I will wait and treat the matter in
later articles, , . . :

In summary then, I would suggest (mixing metaphors & bit) that beneath the
present democratic socialist banner, the heart af the Bolshevik still beats
in the S.Y.L. And while I deeply respect and greatly admire the Bolshevik,
I cannot agree with hinm tecause he is wrong., The attitude of the S.Y.L.
towards secrecy, their inability to understand their own "left opposition”
except as "opportunistie" and "unprincipled", their ego-inflating concept

~of being the vanruerd, their defective position on violence, their irmature

attention to "theory" (a chronic Trotskyite ailment) and similar problem s,

make any liason simply that - a liason of related but non-identical groups.

Yes, the S,Y.L, is active, Altost frenetically so, But I am not sure how

deeply their philosophy penetrates the realities of the American scene and

I am certain that those of us in the Socialist Party have reason to be prou?‘
‘ 2



~
’M"Wmﬂm“ s e

L

of our tradition of truly demooratio, non-Bolohovik socinliom-and-ttho part
we havo played and I hope will continue to play in the day~to-day struggles
of the masses.

I have cooperated with the S.Y.L. and will continue to do 80e But I hope
to see thom grow and mature 4n a phychologionl gonse, to cast off their
conspirntorial cloak and vmlk openly among the workerse Until such time
I will oontinte to mark them down agsa group of desporately sincere people

.Who farm nobady's vanguard save their owne - - -

I would suggest that when they can stop playing the theatrical role of hige
tory's true elite and descend from their Olympien clouds to join the rest
of us mortal socialists, that the liason can then become & scmewhat cloger
bonde . ,

In olosing, let me make it very olear that I have never had anmything but
the most friendly and sincere persomnl and fratermal relations with the
SeYeL., that I like them, admire then, trust that this artiole will not
unduly test their tolerance, and lock forward to the day of their ultimate
redemption from Bolshevik-Trotskyite sentiment to a much more truly demo~
oratio=sooialist positione o

NOI'ES O "COOPERATION WITH THE SYL" by Bogdan Denitch

I have some minor reservations about Comrade McReynold's artiocle aboves

1) We must recognize that the SYL, like the YPSL, has sectional differencess
Specifically we know, for example, that the West Coast SYL is far more "Bol=-
shovik" than other sectionse For that reason = and perhaps because of the
strong pacifist element in YPSL in Los Angeles = the differences between

us seem greater than they aree Coupled with this is MoReynold 's over-asgti-
mation of the SYL's effectivenesse I refuse to believe that the SYL is any
more effeotive, active, or disciplined than (say) the left wing of YPSLe

2) I do not believe that the SYL wants to be on the subversive 1iste The
fact is that it ise Thus for them, The "oonspiratorial pose" serves a
legitimate function in attempting to keep the FBI in the dark about their
aotivities, as well as attempting to protect their memberse About the
reason for the S.P.'s secret period « I do not knowe I can 866 nonse

3) last and most disturbing « the question of attention to theoryes Theory,
in & political organization (as distinct frem a moral followship), is not
samething you take or leavee It is the life blood of a socialist organiza=
tion; all of our activity should flow from ite Vhat bothers me about the
SYL is not their attention to theory so much as their sectarianism, rigidity
and apparant conviction that they and they alone are oapable of theoretical
thoughte Study of theory is necessarys what is disturbing in the SYL is the
tendenoy to substitute time=-worn cliches for critical thoughte The fact
that so many of their members parrot Trotsky and Schactmen impressively,
with no understanding of political reality or background in other sooial=
sciences or even "oulture" (which produces much of their marrowness) often
is mistaken for theoretical abilitye Unfortunately, many members of the
YPSL suffer from contempt (read ignorance) of theorye This is far more
dangerouse ' o

I look upon the SYlers as ocamradese Their mistakes trouble me since we will
all sink or swim together on tho campus s06neoe 21



g A g e e

T

SOCIALISY VERSUS WAR AND LIBZRALISH
by Vern Davidson

Facing the Socilalist Party, indeed all the Socialists throughout the world,
in 1952 is the decision whether to support America's war preparation and possibly
(or probzbly, depending on your viewpoint) a war ltself or to take a firm third
camp position in opposition to war preparation and war. Secondly, we must face
the decision on the adoption or rejection of a progrem of either non~-opposition
or actual support to liberals.

These two issues are in fact one issue - two inseparable parts of the cen—
tral issue of 1life or death for the Socialist Party - which must be settled in
April at our natlonal convention.

War

There is in all modern wars the necessity to prepere both militarily and
psychologically for the coming of the eventual conflict., We need not dwell on
the military preparation, we can all feel the weight of this preparation only
too clearly. Nor will I drell on the traditional (and in my opinion, fundament=.
elly sound) socialist opposition to war — it has been stated far better before

and I hope will again be spelled out by the coming convention. Rather, let us

examine the psychological preparation for war and its effect.

The tendency in any war is for each side to condemn as roundly as possible
the opposition. Ip the last war and in the possible next war, this is easler
than before, since thare are political ideologles to involve which make the polar-
3zation of war camps far easier than if only the jargon of nationallsm is at the
disposal of the war maker. We have, then, the polarization of each side at oppo-—
sire political poles, or what appear to be, or can be made to appear so by the
propagandiste.

The manifestations of this polarization are many and thorough. A country
on its way to war does not state to its people: "The enemy has the following good
points, but nevertheless the following bad points make it necessary to defeat
thenm in war.® No, we condemn in every way the politicel, economic, and cultural

"institutions of the "enemy.® Witness in the Second World War the changing of the
“American flag salute from an extended hand because the Fascists used an extended

hend in their salute. ‘Jitness the lumping of Azerican pacifists and pro—German
B,ndists all as fascists. Notice the growing tendency to condemn all Marxists,
progressives, and the color red. Notice further in growing inability to dis-
tinguish tetreen Soclalism and Stalinism.

The Second World War, then, was a progressive war. Fascism was on the right,
or so we were told, therefore we must te on the left — literal, progressive, and
liberty-loving. The spokesmen for Arerica aud "the people's war" became the
Henry Wallaces, labvor leaders, snd libsrals. Defeat or silence awalted the iso~
lationists and reacticneries. Conservatives became liberalized and like Senator
Ball endorsed FDR or became in other ways anti-fascists. We passed FEPCs and
labor pledged its all-out support o the war. Labor leaders conferred with
Washington and helped make policy. e broke with Vickr+ and Franco — became
strained with Turkey end Peron — befriended Socialist governments—in-exile and
became allied with the USSR, the people's utopia (see Lyfe llagazine, special
issue on the USSR). As the war progressed and we recaptured Europe, it was the
progressive elements that came out to meet us - anti-fascists, Socialistsy Com—
munists - it was the reactionary and fascist who fled. 21 5
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For those who are ready to point out to me how really reactionary the war
was - let me agree. The Socialist Party was correct in refusing to support the war;
it was not a progressive war in the sense that soclalism could expect to flourish
long, or the people to gain in the long run; no war could be. Nevertheless, the
outward manifestations were progressive, and labor did win immediate gains.

The Third World War will be a reactionary war. Reactionary not only in the
long—-run sense, in the sense of the Second World War, in the sense of all wars,
but in the outward manifestations. The polarization of the war will be the exact
oproslte of the last. The Soviet Union is on the left and the U.S. must therefore
be on the right. It is of no importance that the USSR is in reelity as reaction—-
ary as fasclst Germany — in the psychology of war they are left, we are right.

The reactionary becomes the spokesman, the extreme liberal and progressive are
defeated and other liberals become ccnservative. While lMcArthur and LieCarthy set
the way for America, Helen Douglas and ilarcantonio are defeated, and Truman and
Atchlson chart the course along the lines directed by their . reactionary oppositicn.
Senators Douglas and Humphries vote for the McCarran Act containing an amendment
for concentration camps made by liberal Senator Kilgore. The liberal does not
ralse his voice against war, the resctionary cheers it on. Liberal labor leaders

~act as government strike breakers. To be against capitalism is to be a Communist.

F.E.P.C. 15 a Communist plot. Labor is frozen out of natiornal planning except as

| puppets for the war effort. Ipternationzlly we cuddle up to Greece and Turkey,
|~ Franco end Rhee. We rush defense to every reacti-nary regime in the world. The

° Declaration of I,dependence is ruled "too exciting" to be used as propaganda in

Asla. Oyr own veople refuse to sign it because it is Communist. America recog-

%  nizes a holy war by sendiug an ambassador to the Vatican.

To those vho hold that there is such a difference between this coming war and
the last that they could refuse to support the last and can support this one, I

- must answer, yes there is a cifference, but in exactiy the opposite way as you con-

clude. Because of the inherent nature of the coming war, all progressive voices
must be silenced. Socialists are not needed by the war effort and will be the
first to be broken or knuckled under to the capital ist war machine.

Agreeing that the by-products of war enumerated above are wrong, and opposing

If'them, is to miss the point. Y, u may sodth your orn conscience by opposing these

things while you approve of the war and rearmament, but you accomplish little else
except to appear extremely foolish. Ope vonders at the mental condition of the Grand
01d Man of Socialism as he mumbles incoherentlys in a nationral column, that the

; WU.N.v forces in Korea are killing innocent women and children, yet goes on to

support the war. Ope reads the NEC's statement, that the Freedom Crusade is the
popular rationalization for rearmament, with 1lifted spirits, only to realize that
the nominal head of the Party was on the National Council of the Crusade and that
no member of the Party leadership ever before publicly opposed the Crusede or dif-
fered with him - but that is exactly their dilemna - approve of the war — then how
can you oppose the armament program - how can you oprose the ratiomalization for
that program - and are you really not an enemy to tae war you support by even call-
ing the rationalization a rationalization? The liberal is more intelligent than
the pro-war socialist. He supports the war and adjusts himself to the necessity
of dropning progressivism "for the duration." The socialist wants the pleasure

of being on the bandwagon for war and the right to snipe at his fellow travelers
at the same time. A very democratic and admirable desire, but I think the liberal
end reactionary are going to decide the best thing to do with the pro—war socialist
1s to take his pea shooter away or kick him off tre wagcn. No war is democratic,
and this war for sure is not going to be.

One can find little comfort in pointing out that after the swing to the left
in the last war we swung to the opposite direction. We might point out that a
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. swing far enough to the right would preclude the possibility of the pendulum
* belng able to swing back to the left. Even more possible, there may not be any-
thing to swing in any direction after the next war,

The Liberal

In evaluating liberalism today, socialists are unfortunately looking at
cne animal end talking about another. They are looking at the Twentieth Century
Iiberal and talking, or dreaming, of the Eighteenth Century Liberal. The latter
eninal 1s just about extinct - Altgeld, Darrow et al. In the backwoods you still
run into an ACLUer of the old school or a wild Republican and very, very seldoa a
Denocrat. By 18th certury liberal I mean the liberal who took a progressive, prin-
cipled position on certain basic issues of civil and human rights, and stuck to
it come hell or high water. The 20th century liberal is the pragmatic liberal
of the Democratic Party -« his views shift according to the situation, staying
Just left of the oppositicn.

P T s e R
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Men like Republican Senator Langer can be c:zlled honest 18th century liberals.
Time and time agesin these men are in the Republican Party - they are far too old-
fashioned for the New Deal. There appears to be one 18th century liberal in the
Democratic Party of California. He, like all Derocratsy said hHe believed in a
free and open ballot, but he took this seriously and voted to put the Soclalist
Party on the ballot while the pragmatic Democratic liberels voted against it.

The 20th century liberal, then, is a dangerous ally - he has not set course
and will wabble back and forth depending on where the conservatives take him, The
most dangerous aspect of all is th-t with pragmatic liberalism it is the conserva-
tives who must set policy and lead the destiny of the world. As conditions force
the conservatives to the left, the pragmatic liberal moves over j%§t bit to the
left — the Second World War. As conditions push the conservative égtgﬁg right,

the liberal moves over to the right staying just left of him - the present.

The only means other than the manipulation of the conservative in forming a
.program for the liberal h:s been the radical. The libersl cannot disregard a
radical viewpoint compietely if it has a pooular appeel and is thereby forced
further to the left than he would normelly go of his omn volition - i.e. Roosevelt-
Thomas in 1936, Truman—Tallace in 1948,

For thos e soclalists who advocate non-opposition or support to liberals.

. must be aware of the type of man they are dealing with. Tpis is not the traditional
. liberal that the soclalist movement can well respect, this 1s the new liberal who
8coffs at the sentimental old fools who czlled themselves liberal and meant it;
these are the men vho can defend or destioy liberty as the situation demands.

These are the men who can be for or agszinst the right of the vorkers to strike,

who are today by necessity 100 per cent behind the wer drive. Tpis is liberalism
of relativity. .

We soclalists have tried to expose the Stalinist type of doublethink, and
have effectively dcne so, by pointirg at the Stalinist labor leaders sellout of
the worker by the no-strike pledge curing tkhe last war. We point with pride at
men like Reuther who demanded the right of the worker to strike. Now we must be
8lck at heart to see the sellout by Reuther of the Douglas strikers in Long Beach.
Truman says the strike is hurting the war and he wishes the men would go back to
work. Reuther and the UAY brass mect and ordar the strikers back to work, wiping
out weeks of work and ignoring the loss of wages and the effect this has had on
j# the workerst attitude toward future strikes. Te might reslly wonder at the similar-
1ty<o£ the mental process of the 20th century liberal and the Stalinist. 215
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We must be aware that if socialists are to ewport lberals or to continue
to chart their progrm just to the left of the liberal, we are guilty of~allow—
ing the conservative to chart our course. Yo must see that it is the ridiculous
situation in vhich the conservative says — This is my program - the liberal says =
ile too only better - and the Sgolalist says - Ditto the liberal only a litFIe
bit more, but vote for him enyway. We must realize that we are in fact being
reactionary in that we cannot chart our own course btut must react to that set
for us. :

Asainst both War and Liberalq

To support the present war drive and war while opposing the liberal is not
good loglc from any point of view., To support the liberal and n?t the war 1s
jmpossible. Therefore we can olarify the position of the Socialist Party in an
snswer for both problems. We can support the coming war and the 1liberal and
destroy the Socialist Party or we can rededicate ourselves to soci?list princi~
ples in 1952 by fighting for soclalism, ageinst war and liberals with a soclalist
foreign nolicy presented by Soclalist Perty candidates.
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EDITOR'S NOIES = on this issues

Vhots who in this issucy

David McReyiolds is alternate to tho YS NEC from Los Angelesg Owen Cahill is

@ nmember of the NCC and represonts the Contral Manhattan Circlo on the DECe
Michael Harrington, a menber of Ccnte Manhattan Circle and ome of ANVIL's editors
Is associnbed with the Catholic iorkers Vern Devidson , our ex=National Sece

is currently standing trial in Los Angelos for rcfusal to ccmply with the drafig
Nicholas Sakoll, of tho Ccnte Manh~ttan Circle is cur Internatisnal Socrctary:
Peter inant; of the Boston Circleo is alterncte to the NECs HeL. Small 1s a

new nmcrmocy of the Cente Manhattan Circles Jules Grecnstein is o non=Yipsel frem
the EVeDeds Socloty of CCNY: Bogdun Deniteh of the Luxcmburg Circle 1s tho
Editor of YSRe

Let us hope articles kocp comming in at this ratece I hopo to hear from Chicago,
from Berkeley frcm Wisconsin and other aroas, but most of 2ll I hope to hear
frem our new memborse This YSR is the £ifth since Fall 1951eAll back issues
are available (ell but the Post=Convention ono that is) so if your circle hes
new menbers write in for a bundleoe. There is no necd for Y8Rs to gather duste

As you may notice this issuc includes a complete list of material available frenm
: the Educational Ccrmmittece Now, it is truo thut scme of the stuff is no gocde

g Aftor all,the way we gct some of the matorifil had nothing to do with the Ede Ce

- but please rememboresewe have noney ticd down in the pamphletsi we need that
moncy, you need the backgrounde

By now almost enough material is caming in to put YSR on & duo-monthly basis,
(which it wans supposed to be ond The shortage is in postage, paper and moneyese
any of thosc three ltecms would be greatly appreciateds You don't have to buy
stuff from us to sond us moncy, We will acccpt contributionsy we nced DQUGHe

I suggest thot you soll this issuc to tho contacts that normally reccive YSRy

It helps pay tho cxponges and they are more likely to rcad ite (Of course wo

want the cash)e

PART II OF ThHZ ARTICLE ON TITOISH AND SCCL.LIS!M WILL APPELR IN THE NEXT YSRe

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE, J.iNUARY 1Oe PLEASE SEND IN THAT ARTICLE. 6
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NCTES ON THE FUTURD OF TII SOCIALIST PARTY AND THE YOUNG SCCIALISTS = //
by Micnnel Hurrington

These are notos = and only notos = on tho future of the SP and thce YPSLe
Conclusions on such inportant matters should came about only after pro-
longed and careful discussione

Iwo quostions arc involveds the future of the SP and tho particular future
tasks of the YPSLe

In both questions, ono result of the presidential campoign is of the
utnost importanco: thut the Democratic Party, particularly its liboral
groupings, and the unions, now find themselves in oppcsitione This moans
that they will not be tied to apoligies for the var actions of Truman,
but will be in a position to criticizo Eisenhower ~ probably for his con=
tinuing of the Democrat's war drivee It also means that tho left wing of
the Domoorats will bo more opon to the sosialist criticism of that war
drive for which thoy wero so receatly tho exocutorse

This means that tho SP and the YPSL should redouble their efforts to form
ooalitions for action on spocific issues, cege Franco, and to mako a so0-
Jalist eriticisn from within thesc ccalitionss

This does not moan that the SP should nocessarily enter into the Democratic
or the Liberal Party as a caucuss Hore are two considerations which are
often glossed overs ‘

1) Is the situation such that the Party will gain anything (influenco on
policy, an opportunity to educate)? Or will the sooiclists be swallowed
up = with a polite thanks for Jimmy Higgins work? Tho SP baoking of tho
Holloy compaign and the experienso of the SDF in the Liboral Party are
examples of what can happens

2) Whot valuo do wo give to organizatiomal independence and a principled

. Pposition? By going into a mass party we go into a pro-wor partye 1s
this not perilously close to the psychology of the liberals =~ most of
Whonm will confido %o you thot they are "socialists after all"g

3) Can we gain overything positive by acting in coalitions on specific
issucs = and nothing positive from committing ourselves to an or aniza=
tional set-up which propagandires against our views? 1Will chango come
when Dubinsky gratofully invites a third camp sooialist to sit in tho
councils of the Iiberal Party = or when sentiment has been built up in
tho unions and the liboral movement outside of his contrally ocontrolled
political rechanism?

- YPSL is, of courso, vitally concerncd with the dircotion which tho SP takose
But the problem of the youth is particularly ourse

The samo ccmmont as to the opposition role of the liberals should epply in
youth groups, on the campus and in the anti=-war moveonents

Hero again, tho forming of groups for spocific tasks should be espoocially
valuables Wo should drop any "red card" psychologye The fuot thot scmo-
one pays dues is important - but it is also importunt that scmoono is wil=
ling to cooperate on cormittees. Our chioef problem today i1s not to elect
ocongrosgmon = wo aren't going to in the neaj futuroe OCur problenm is to
lay tho foundutions of consoiousness for that futuree Vhich means that we
shouldn't think in oxclusively organisational terms, but in thoso of cduca=

(conte on page 17) 217
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WHAT NOW? , by the Luxemburg Tendency e

(At the present time the Tendency is engaged in full discussion of several
problems that were raised by the "Co-existence" resolution (see page /4 of
this issue). Since the discussion is still in process, the previously
planned article on Stalinism will appear in the next YSR.)

This article is a collection of notes on several topicSeeeee

S.P. = The cempaign and the afterpaths

Our general view on the nature of the S.P, are expressed in Comrade Cahill's
article in this issue. The elction being over however, several points de-
serve elaboration. In the first place, this campaign proves once and for
all the complete idiocy of compromising with the right wing, After fight-
ing hard to make sure that no third camp platform was adopted which would
have made it possible for the anti-war left to really go out full-blast
during the campaign, the right wing (with few honorable exceptions) either
completely withdrew from the campaign, left the party, or (without leaving
the party) backed the Stevenson campaign. This only strengthens our opin-
jon that these people are waiting for the first opportunity to attempt to
liquddate the S.P,

Now of course, working in other parties, e.g. the Liberal Party in New York
will again come up for re-disdussion, Several factors should be kept in mind:

a) If the S.P, stays out of the lib-lab organizations it will continue to
igolate itself and to lose most of the right wing which is still interested
in politics, What will remain, presumably, is the left wing and the orz~-
anizational loyalists (the no wing sections. Political debate at that poiat
will die in the S.P. since, while it is possiblé to debate those who dis-
agree with you it is impossible to continue political discussion or to
work with those who have no politics and who are unwilling to consider
political thinking worthwhile. :

b) If the S.P. goes_in, given its present condition - of no control over
public spokesmen by the rank and file, of extremely low level of political
activity - it may completely dissolve in the liberal swampe '

or
-

¢) If the S.P, goes in it may grow much stronger as a social-democratic tend-
ency within the Liberal Party and the FAC's, This growing strength, hows
ever, would come mostly from the pro-war elements that are now working with
the labor bureaucracy on the bureaucracy's own terms. This would mean the
crushing of the left,

Politics however, is more then an anlysis of probabilities; it is also a
gamble ,., "least" evils are not per se bad, Obviously, given our analysis,
the worst possible thing that can happen to the S.P, ds for it to become a
small, pure sect, Therefore, we suggest that ths proper procedure for us is:

1) To begin organizing a netion-wide perty caucus that will start a serious
struggle for control of the organization,

11) Advocate going in, hoping that by the time the S.P. does go in we will
have been able to organize such a caucus and that the caucus will te
strong enough to prevent complete dissolution, And finally -~ sincigthe
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first two aro "long shots" we must recognize that we need insurance, Therc—
fore:

411) Concentrate even more energy on building the YFSL, ainao the leogue

is already an anti-war socialist group. Begin to develop trade union
contacts on our own = since the S.P. is neglecting to do so - and
start to view the YPSL not merely as a youth section of the SP tut
"also as an orgenization with a life, a program and a future of its
own., The YSR rust be turnsd into s theoretical orscan of the entire
left in the SP ord the leapua.  Wo lush maice_sure to get YER into the

hands of the party leftists,
%343

Some notes on "Cc-existence end the Third Cemp'':

A debate will take place shortly in New York between the YS and the SYL
on the recent YS resolution on "Co-existence", VWhile a long analysis of
this resolution is cue in the next issue, we would like to note a few items,

1)

2)

-3)

Novhere in the Co-existence resolution is there one lota of support
for either of the war camps. All that the resolution says 1s that
Imperialist peace (as a possibility) is preferable to imperialist war
not only because we have no great desire to die, but also because this
peace offers us the only opportunity and time to build opposition to
our own camp, ,

"Third Camp" is not a concrote, geographical concepte Rather it is
more of a "useful political myth" analagous to Sorel's concept of the
UGeneral Strile", Third Camp is an idcological cawp; Third Camp, as
we said before, can be better understood as the camp of permanent
struggle, since it is a dialectical concept,

The reason the resolution discusses revolutions in backward areas ard
the type of regimes that will result from such revolutions, 1s because
an understanding of this is absolutely essential if one is to ration-
ally oppose the war drive,

As to the "progressive transformations" that take place under Stalinism,
please remember that the Austrian Marxists who were deadly foes of
Stalinism never denied that, in the same sense that capitalism was pro-
gressive vis-a-vis feudalism (ard this despite the terrible injustices
of the system) Staliniem involuntarily serves certain progressive fun-—
otions, Don'%t some people also know that accumulation of capital in

a semi-colonial arca produces progressive results too? Don't they know
that 1s it not necessary to take the ebsolutely idiotie position that
the worker's standard of living is falling under Stalinism (which 1%
isn't) 4In order to prove the despotic, anti-working-class rature of

the Stalin regine? eesescsees Nore on this laters
i3t

Who will we reocrult?

Some time ago the nature of the "lit-rals" was d2scussed in these ragese
Tt was, for example, pointed out that it 1s the liberals, not the con—
gervatives vho are the advocates of NATO and the rationalizers of the
perranent war economy at home, Davidson raxos some very good points
ebout the liberals and the Democratic Farty = yot there are still those
who seem to think that our primary appeals ought to go to those peoples

(oontinued on page 24)
P
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- ment at tho exponse of tho immediate intorosts of the poopla, such agroenont
2

- RESOLUTION ON CO-EXISTENCE Carrtcd by tho YS-NEC on Soptcmbor 20, 1952

The ropoatod declarntions of solf-styled socialists against tho possibility
or dosiroability of poaccful cowoxistance betweon the two imperinlist camps
make it noocossary for us to take a stand on this questione

It is true, of course, that no socialist who is, in fact, a socialist can
but opposo the authoritarian nature of Stalinism and the rogines which
attenpt to force progressive transformations dcwn the poople's umvilling
throats diotatoriallye Revolutions in backward areas cannot be sooialist,
that is, thoy cannot croate socialisme Whethor led by the bourgeoisie who
have learned a good deal from Lenin about elitist, lse. bureaucratic roevo—
lutions, or the working class thoy will result in regimes that have %o be
collectivist & nd burcaucratic in order to accelerate the accumuloetion of
capital necessary to break out of thoir colonial statuse We support all
the efforts of the masses = and partioularly the workers = to transform such
regines internnlly, while we consider a restoration of the pre-war regines
neither desireable nor possiblee

While we do not support the naturc of independent stalinist stetes,.and
while wo realize that independence from the Stalinist bloo may lead to an
alliance with the Western bloc, we nevortheless support all attempts at
golfedetormination within the Stalinist bloce Tho growing tension between
the two war canps however, makes it difficult for our comrades in Eastern
EBurope to struggle against their own bureaucracy, most particularly since
opposition to the Western, ie.es capitalist bloc, is universal within the
ranks of the European working olasse '

Thé continuation of the war tension forocs the Eastern European workers to

‘choose between restoring their old bankrupt regimes or backing tho Stalinist
‘camp, since at tho prosent time they are offered no alternativose In effect

much of the support that Stalinisnm receives is opposition to capitalisme

A reduction of the tensions whioch might rosult from Big Power negotlations
however, creates other altormato possibiliticse For example, that of nout-~
ralized Europe, which without U.Se intervention would be & goocialist Europee
This would be the greatest blow to both Stalinism and capitalism and tho
greatest advance for the working class to dateeo

Domestically, it is important to roalize that the basis for tho present

drift toward the garrison state is tho pcrmanent war economy, which attenpts
to shoro up capitalism against its normal criscse Through this artifiocially
supported econcny, the capitalist bloo has provided full enploynent and a
deceptively high standard of living, at least in the U.Sshe Howovor, the
strain of this re-urmument is such on tho weakened economies of Wostern Europe
that tho dislocations which occur may well develop into full scale dopressions
which would have major reprecussions at homee Through the fear of war, the
UsSe¢ rogime has been stifling opposition at home by the false posing of the
need for national "unity"e Incrcasingly the real costs of the re-armament
aro boing borne by tho workers; increasingly, the pattorn of wago-freozo
without prico controls is lowering living standards of the workerse

We must also undorstand that tho excuse given to the growing opposition
from all quartors to the continucd garrisoning of Wostern Europo and tho
intogration of Wostorn Europe into tho North Atlantic bloo is tho supposecd
throat of immincnt wore This dospito tho obvious fact that Stalinism noeds
timo to consolidato its gainse Thus, it should be obvious that despito the
faét that any kind of nogotiutions would be, in offoct, imporialist agroc—

20
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(CO-EXISTENCE RSSOLUTICH == oontinued) .

would still havo samo immonscly progrossive consequensose

1) It ocould undermine tho popular support for thoe permanont war economy
at hamoe

2) It would make it possible to gain mass support for the withdrawl of
UsSe troops from abread; it would mako it possiblo for our camrndos
abroad to overthrow thoir own bankrupt rogimos onco thoy stop roocoi=
Ving UeSe aide

3) It would make tho -position of tho Stalinist bureaucracy moro insocuro,
since: &) matioral indopondence movements would find 1t ecasier to
become indopendent of Moscow influecnce,
b) tho Stalinist parties of the Wost would bo forced to sup-
port tholr recgimes (in the interost of Soviet polioy) and
thus lose tho support of tho Europcan workorse

Wo thorofore judgo that the slogan of "Big Power negotiations" should bo
supportode Apart from the obvious organizationnl advantagos, thore are pol=
1tical considorationss a failure to reach agreement would expose tho atti-~
tude of tho two imperialist camps (which both prefer the continuation of the
cold war) to tho progressive and labor opinion, whilo an agrcenont (which in
this cnso would be made under prossure fram below) would provide us with the
timo and tho possibility of dealing with our own exploitorse

Naturally our support of such o slogan in no woy altors our unqualified
opposition to the two war canpse -
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RESOLUTION ON THE KOREAW WAR Carried by the YS-NEC on Septombor 20, 1952

\

Today it is complotely unrealistic to talk of opposition to war without dis~—
cussing the conflict in Korcaes It bs obvious that noithor of tho rival inpcr-
ialisms are seriously intorcsted in ending the Korean War at the prosent timoe
The negotiations have boen protructed by both sides as forums for accusations
and counter-accusationse The U.Ne negotiators have further shown thelr bad
faith on the prisoner of war issue by failing to recommend Yo tho UeNe nations
the opening of asylums for those North Koreans who rcfuse to go backe

The presont Koroon conflict not only grently aggravatos the drift toward o
shooting war, but also acts &s the basis for tightoning repressicn at hamo

‘and truculencos This war, waged with the horritle weapons of modorn warfaro

is against the intcrests of the Korean people who are, ot tho present tine,
the chief victims of this imperinlist conflicte We reaffim owr beliof that
Soviet expansionism can be stopped. not through war, but through the extension
of economic and political frcedom to the peoples of the worlde

Thereforot

We reiternte our opposition to the war and declare that it has nothing in g
cormon with defence of frecedome

Wo demand the rcmoval of all foreign troops from Korea as soon as possiblo.

Wo protost tho failuro of tho Sooialist Party to take o stand on this quosyéﬁf
: 2



(KOREAN WAR RESOLUTION == cortinuod)

41 4ts plotforn, as this failure con bo rd s~intorpreted as support for this
imporialist confliote

We call on tho sooinlists in tho U.S. to offcct immediato cossation of hos-
tilitios in Korea and withdrawl of all ald from tho Rhoe rogimoces Suoh aid
as does go to tho Koroan poople should be admired through the intormational
agonoios of the Unlted Nationse

RESOLUT ION ON SOCIALIST UNITY Carriod by tho YS=NEC on Soptomber 20, 1952

Although we rocognize tho preojudico with which moves to unify the fragmented
sections of the domocrutic loft are mot (in our as well as othor novements),
nevorthcless wo nust take a stand on this pressing quostions It affocts the
functioning unity and cfficioncy of socialisn on the campus; it weakcns us
whon we most necd strongthe "

Young Socialists (YPSL) thereforo frecly invite all young socialists of whot=
evor conviction, so long as it falls within tho delimitations of tho YPSL
statement of principles to join the YPSLe

Wb invite all ox=mcmbers of the Libertarian caucus to return to the YPSLe

We invite tho subsoribors ond readers of ANVIL and Socialist Views to con-
sider affilinting with the YPSLe Wo therofore authorize the NOC to nego~
tiato the affilistion of any groups of pcople who might consider Joining
the YPSLe The provisions wo make are tho followings

a) that all such peoplc be eligible for membership in the YPSLe
b) that thoy ubide Ly the mininums of YPSL and SP disoiplinoe

In return we guarantoo the full expression of thelr viows within tho YPSL,
thoir right to maintain contact; their right Yo publish their own publicatione

Wo instruct the NOC to sct up a Clearing Houso Committee which will attempt
%o initiote joint uction between various groups of the democrotic left on
the cumpus and can act as the eventunl negotiating committeo for unity of
all forces of the demooratic left among tho youtha
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"Socialist Action" is tho organization of active militent rovoluticnarles
within tho Socialist Party. Its aims ares to strenghthen tho Socialist

Party organizationally by organizing now membors, ideolegieally by seoking
to bring the Party back to the principlos of its founders, Iaarx and obs.

éOCIALIST ACTION"API‘OSPOG‘E.US . . 'byPotor“’imnf

A ..Socialist Action membors bind thcmsolves to ‘active work under the following .
oonditions: . .

" Each menbor will contribute at. loast one week s w&ges nnnually to the
Party and one weeck's-wages annually to the Soocialist Action groupe
Comrados who are capable of giving more will bo assigned more by thelr
1000.1 oirclese Anyone o'o.pable of 1\Dcur5.es can afford to givo to the

anh monbor mus’c be thoroughly familiar with the basic socialist writ-

* ingsy ho must understand tho Manifosto, Socialism, Utopinn and Soionti=- . .
" fio, and othor works of Engols and linrx, Deis and lLuxcmburge embers
must equip themsolves furthor by studying eccononics whorevor possiblce

Thoy must undorstand how tho accumulation of capital, the internal con-

tradiotions of capitalism, ctce sorve as the basis for undorstanding

the proscnt drive toward war aud fasolame :

l - Each mombor must dovote a'certain amount of cach week working for the
organizatione Ho must amocept all dutics aasigned him by the local,
end whore not organizod into lootls he should try to do whatever the
naticnal organization requastse In case of emergoncy ho must be willing
< ‘bo ba abgent f.’rom work or school rogardless of financial sacriflce.

The - group is restrictod to Marxists: and rovolutiomary paoifists. ~No rnember
Will tako po.rb in war, evon 1n non-corbatanh acta.v};by, '

Members nus t be willlng to ch&nge jobs if the neod of union organizing or

penetration requires having a member in a certain faatory; students will -
change schools if their cducation can be equally sorvod, to tho.,e sohools -
where the ﬁeld for orgo.niza.tion is fruitfulo : .

; Members will kncw who the rilitants in other 1009.13 are 80 that, espeoially
e before oo'wentions, thoy oon be organizod into and work as a cauouse’
Members will voluntoor to tako oharge of oducational ‘-meatings in their’ SP
looals and usc this opportunity to improvo the present ubysymally low
standards of Party memberss They should propare talks o ourrent issuos,
111ustmting their meamnb on the basis of Llarxiun o.mlys‘.So ’

-k e - —-u-n-n-;--O-—---.----——--—-----------—...-.- . - - —e an Swenen

(NOI‘ES ON THE FUMURE OF THE SP AND THE YPSL = . oonbimued - from Pnge 11) .
4ion and speciﬁc aotione . S

The New York YPSL is implemcnting this policy by organizing a acntor for
rodiocal elcments. The local situation ic ruling, but wherever SUCh an GPPI‘C’ﬂOh
i1s possiblo, it should be seriously oonsidorede

F‘imlly, both the Party and YPSL should redoublo their ei‘forbs within tho lab-
or movoment, The death of Murray and the ncw oppositicn rolc of Tho labor
bureaucracy moy mean that rocl oriticism vill flourish in the labor movemont
againe Wo must bo roady for the chanso to lead ite . 223




NAB NEWS
International Union of Sootolist Youth = North Anerican Bureau

Welcome fellow socialists to tho first edition of tho I.U.S.Ye's North Anerican
bulletin, "NAB NEWS"e Through this publication, we hope to keop young Anerican
gooinlists informed of each other's activitiese A large part of the responsibil-
ity of fraternal conduct will depend upon you. FPlease send any news iten pertain-
ing to the I.U.S.Y. affiliates to Nicholas Sakell, 139-11 230th Street, laurelton
10, New Yorke

On the week=end of Cctober 6=10, the United KNations held its 5th annual Conferonce
of International Non-governnental Crganizations on U.Ne Informations The IeUeSeYe
kod requested that its affiliates in Anerica send representatives to this UeNe
organization as I.U.S.Y. delegatose Hembers from the "Young Socialists" (formerly
"Young People's Socialist League") and the "Student League for Industrial Denccracy"
willingly agreed to serve in this capacitye Vern Davidson, Nicholas Sakell (from
Y.S.) and Harold Kurster (from SeLeIeDe) who were present are preparing & full report
0 I.UsS.Y. headquarters in Copenhogene Unfortumately, circumstances made it inpos-
sible for the C.C.Y.M. to sond & delegates ;

In the middle of August, S.LeIeDe ard the Y.Se sent fraternal delegotes to the
Cooperative Comnomwealth Youth Moverent convention in Torontos Harold lewack of
S.L.I.D. and Vern Davidson of Y.S. cono back w ith very favorable impressions of
the work being done by the Canadien Youthe

@ The monthly newsletter of the CeCoY.He carried an iten on the functions of its

Hamilton, Ontario groupe DBesides the usual oducational activitios, the Kemiltonians
. are ocarrying on an active social progran in an effort to interost more young poople
4n the clube During the winter they participate in an organized bowling leaguce
Dances are sponsered, to which the public is invited. When the right weather comes
along, picnics and weiner roasts arc helde It 1s even possible that next scason
the CeC.Y.He of danilton will sponser o juvenile bascball teame A considerable
amount of uscful publicity should bo forthconing from these venturese In spite of
the large amount of social activity, the Ce.CeY.lle is not neglecting its intellec=-
tual functions. Guost speakers talk on such topics as "Race Prejudice", "The
United Nations", "Tho Growth of the Trade Union Movement", otce In addition, nany
new books have boen added to tho club's rapidly oxpanding librarye

The Student Loaguo for Industrial Democracy is proscnting a radio progron, under
the auspices of the Social Democoratic Fedoration on Station WEVD (iow York City)e
The first breadeast of the serios was held on S¢ptomber 21st at 9:30. Featurod
as speakers were S.Le.I.D. mombers Gatricl Gersh, lialter iicitzmann, and Harold
Kurster. "Students look at the Election" was the topic under discussione

On Dccember 27 and 28, the Young Socialists will hold their Hational Conventione
The location will be set at eithcr Reading, Pennsylvania or Chicago, I1linoise
All North smerican Bureau ncrwers of the I UeSoYo are cordially invited to attende

The Young Socialists are continuing their fine work in the magazine "ANVIL". Por
those of you who may be unacqusinted with this national student publication, ANVIL
is edited by roprescntatives of various c2mpus clubs, including socialist, pacifist,
and indecpendent student groupse 4About oro=third of the cditorial beard is ccmposed
of Young Socialists who arc thero roprosonting clubs on many carpusos in which thoy
participate as active menberse The YeSe netional organization as & whole, endorses
ANVIL and sclls it through its national officce Tho magazine comes out throe tinos
a year and costs 20¢e It is woll worth it, and all I.UsSeYe members arc ir—itod

to buy a copy through the Y.S. nwtional office, 303 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, NoYd

Fraternally, Nicholas Sakoll
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MATERIAL AVAILABLE FRG THE NATIOMAL EDUCATIONAL CQIUITTEE OF TIE YoP.SeLe

novenber=Dooenber 1952

Basic= Thooreticals

Marx s Wage Labor and Copitul, @ basic simple work on economics 15¢
Marx . ¢ The Cormunist hanidosto ¢ tho "founding statement of nodern
soolalism. (inoludod o short modern cormentary) 15¢
Engels ¢ Socinlism Scientifis and Utopian, a good history of the
pro-darxist socinlism and exellent introduction to socialisnme 154
Plekhanov ¢ Tho Muterialist Conseption of History, 20¢
Henderson ¢ The Casoe for Socialism: a good basic text 35¢
(study outline for the same ) 15¢

Adwnced Materials

Luxemburg s Reform or Revolution, tho classic answer to roformism 60¢
Luxemburg s Soelcotions, edited by the YPSL Ede Committee 15¢
Martov ¢« Tho Stoto and Socialist fcvolution, a basic disocussion of
tho Russiun Rovolution, and aunswer to lenine 60¢
Rankock ¢t Lenin as o Philosopher, & critical examination of the
Pasis of Le ninism oy a left=socinliste 50¢

\
i

Fabian Pamphlcts:

G.H. Cole s Tho History of the Brii 'ish working-class movenoot . 25¢
Ge He Cole s & Guidc to the Blements of Sociulism e 20¢
Roper s Trado Unions end the New Social order, o discussionx of the

tradc unions and their functions under socialisme 25¢
Huges ¢ Towurds a Classless Socicty, & discussion of the aims
and achicvments of the Brit .ish socialistse 25¢

Foreign Socialist publications:

Soott s New Horisons for Socialisn ( CCF=- Camnda) lo¢
Indtan SP s Wo build for Sociclism ( Indian Socialist Party) 25¢

LA g Notionnlisation, & discussion of collectivisn in a
seml=-colonial arcte 25¢

Miscellancous 8

Onc Way Only s Bovan ete nle = thc bosic statement of the Bevan groupe 15¢
Golng our way? Bovan cteo al. = more of thc sone. 15¢
Farrecl Tede 8 The Fate of Amorican Writing, o dlscusszon of the role of

Big- businecss in nuss communications and their offeoct on

writinge 25¢

Comfort s iBarbarism and Sexual Frecdom , a book by a well know English
anarchistoe., $1.00

Woodstock : Onc Hundred fears of Revolutions, a book on the great Europeon
rcvosutionaries by an anurchist. $ 1025

Noble s the Nogro and Films: a book on the relation of jim=crow to the
roeal ma ss= urt mcdia of our timece $le25

Comforts Youth for Frocdom, o statcment of the anarchist position
on somo oi tho social quostions affecting tho youths 375¢
225
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AVAILABLE NATERIAL EDUCATIONAL CQMITTEE souond pago
| |

Je Gliksman s Toell theo West, an accdunt of the Soviet forcod labor camps by a
member of the Jowish socinlist Bund who had somo first hand
' exporiencese 25 £ wu¥
A.F, of La 3 Soviot Imperialism , by the international committoce 81600

League for Industrial Dcmocx{acy pamphletss » ' : -

Laidler He t Our Changing Industrial Incentives, a discussion of non=profit
insentives in industry.. . 25¢

iﬁdler He ¢ A short history of american Socialism. - 25¢

o~

Alexandor Re 3 The world labor movement, & short outline discussion of the
trade union movement throughout the world. 25¢

’J\lgoslav (Titoist) Pamphlets ¢ FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLYs

Kardelj s Socialist Democracy, & discussion of the recent reforms in Jugoslavh

‘ as a way to democrutization of tho regime , : 25¢
Diljas 3 New Roads to Socialism, & good translation of the speech of Diljas to
the Yugoslav student congress on socinlism and stalinism o 15¢
Tito 3 Workers manage factories in Yugoslavia, a discussion of the worker!s
control from the Yugoslav polnt oI VieWe - 25¢
Tito = 3 Political Report of the V th Congress CPY PR hlstory of the Cormunist
Party of Yugoslavia up to the break with the conlnfonm. 50¢

" Tito s Roport to the III Congress of the People s front » 8n claboration of the
split and its implications. 25¢

Popovitchs The war of liberation in Yugosluvia, an "official™hisbry™ of the
: Yugoslav Civil vare . 26¢

e

FREE MATERIALceesecces . ’ .-‘ ' ,

Back issues of the Yoﬁng Socialist ‘“evicw ( Spring and Suimer 1952)
1952 Platforms of the Socialist Partye o 4

Y:our Questions Answred ( SeP.) : ,
A Socialist Program esse ( the Yipscl progmh ) |

IUSY Survey , the publica’cion of the international union of socialist youthe
YPSL Song Books, . - N

OgD“R ANVIL FRQ THE EDUCATIONAL CQLI: ITTEE ~YOUNG SCCIALISTSe SEIL ]3' 70 YCUR
RIENDS.

"Nationnl: Educational Cemmittoc, Young Sociulists, Suite 516 303 4th Amchuc 226
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SOCTIALISM AND SEX - by H. L. Small

The growth cf socialism in the United States has been hampered by the
leck of imagination of the leaders of socialist thought., The appeal of
the socialist has always been to the future, with a paradaisical vision
of economic plentitude and true democratic freedom, That is = the level
of appeal has been a mixture of future economic and social goods ard
leisure in a milieu of democratic-liberal sentiment, This has been good
but not good enough,

In a time of comparitive plentitude, or at least not economic deprivation,
one cammot gain adherents as during a depression. The gaining of new
people as potential socialists, as potential subscribers to the socialist’
program, has to be directed toward interests that are immediate and prac-
tical today, It has to be directed toward areas of circumscription of
society that are vital to their individual happiness and which, if presen-
ted to them as political problems will give them an idea of the type of
freedom that can be maintained in a free American socialist society.

The freedom of the legally of-age adult of both sexes to have sexual re-
lations with whomever he or she wishes of the same or opposite sex, with-
out fear of sanction is an important libertarian principle that is part
of the law in many socialist and semi-socialist countries today, e.ge. ih
Sweden, Norway, the Netherlands, etc, It means, to the individual "dev-
jant" that the fear of legal sanction, as well as illegal repression,
blackmail, etc, are forever banished from his mind, It means an area of
operatioral freedom that will enable the emancipated individual to work
and think more effectively in his tasks of everyday life, It means the
difference between health ard sickness for thousands of people who are
non~producivive members of society today.

It can be argued that sexual deviancy is a mark of 111 health in the
first place, but it was also argued, with equal clarity and legality, at
one time, that it was the mark of the devil - or at least the pagan god s.
The point is this: whether we individually consider it right or wrong,
healthy or unhealthy, to have a large or small vocabulary of 1libidinal

‘expression, repression of such expression, or practice under fear, does

not make for a whole, productive individual,

Propaganda aimed toward the sexual individualist should stress his impor-
tance as a political concern; it should point out his right to what the
Declaration of Independence called "the pursuit of happiness". This soon
will make more and more people aware of socizlism as a constructive force
in the transformation of America into a truly happy country where the ind-
ividual rights of all its people (regardiess of their departure from the
Puritan "norm") are both observed and respected,

It may at first be considered jokingly but the principle is at the root -
of political effectiveness. Ee concerned with vhat vour people are conp-
cerned - that is, with real issues, not straw men - issues that hit at
the very vitals of the people, Those whc will see socialist literature
on this level for the first time will be interested in the program as &
whole, for they have already made the first step toward conversion. They
have realized that their intcrests are our interests. Perhaps then more
people shall consider what else we have to offer,
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DADA, SOCIALIS!I, AND DESPAIR by Julos Groonstoln

Ono of tho most dishcartoning facts we are forcod to faco as radicals is

the ropidity with which our most activo and brilliant comrados aro "burnt
out"s Among us arc a large nunmbor of vory militant socialists who aro cor=
tain to bocecmo very umilitart "ox—os"a Some of our decarcst conrados have
alroady passod or aro passing through tho various stagcs of "Oblcnovism"

and apathy to a point of cynioclsm or dospair from which thoro is ofton no
roturne To accusc those poople of being traitors, nourotics, degonoratcs,
lazy, no good, or to toss them off with a ourt "They-nover-roally-undorstocd=
Marxd sn~and-weredt-very=good-anyway", may rationalizec awny our own discontent
but in no way solves anythinge Such explanations not only do not help us to
salvage. their immortal, rodical souls: thoy obviate any attompt to prevent
others from following their examploo For when a member leaves tho novoment
on the basis of political. discgreements, we can arguo with hin politically =
after all, this is our forte, But whon ho lcaves bccauso he has sinply
given up, ho nust be met on very difforent grounds, grounds which it is the
intention of this article to discusse :

Vihy Poople Becomc Sccialists

It is tho most dangorous type of naivete to assume that all poople boecme
eotivo, militant socialists out of purely rational, poiitical notivose
Though this is often the case, it is also truo that almost any concoivable
arranzenent of oral, enal, and phallio neuroses could suffice to reoruit a
nembore Scme of our closcst comrades are known to be suffering from birth
trawma and a few have a very serious Orgono deficiency to boote In any casc,
it is an inovitable dialoctiocal truth that tho reasons & person leavos an
organization aro closely related to the reasons he joinedo Ono cannct
beccme disillusionoed if one never had illusionse

The Need For Absolutes

Among tho most common illusions is the neurotic need of tho young intellco—
tual for an "absolute". Rejecting his inheritance of bourgeols oulture and
valuos, ho is in a state of tctal, but inchcate revolte Suffering a healthy
period of acute adolescenco, he is secking an alternative to the irratiornai
authority of our culturoo As & reaction formatlion, he may rejoct all autlh-
ority, rotioral as well as irrational, ard becme &a wendering, mlnstrel
bohemian, a Dadaist, or some form of anarcho~pcliticiste Or, ho ney substi~
tute ome irrational authority for the other, and follew a lino, usually
Stalinmists Such an answer is easy = he decesn't have to go through the tor-
tuous phase of formulating opinions and tastesa Vhat He thinks and likes
are docided for him by the Kremlin. Only a few adjustments as the line
changes are ncoded to allow him to eppoar intellectual in a discussion and

he doosn't have to read any books or listen to any musice

Of course, if ho already has a fow opinions and any degroo of taste, he will
reject Stalinist philistinisno At this point, he may turn to use But what—
ever activity ho may indulge himself in is still detarmined by his necd to
possoss an absolute = one whish will provide security for hin and a guarantee
thet his hard work wi'l not be in valns Ho nust be assured that he is adding
a little to the formation of a porfcot socioty in wirich there is nono of the
frustration, fear, insccurity, and unhappiness ho exporioncose ©Since wo can
make no such gusiantee or give any such assuronec, ard sinco soonor or later
he discovers that the Uhopla he envisagos is pavently impossiblo, ho glves
upo This is not surprising, It is easy to siruggle for a world whioch is
perfect and absoluto, but diffioult and often unzowarding to fight for a
world whioh is morely "better", After all, things may vory ousily got botter
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without himj it is solely o mattor of dogrooe And so, tho need for an ;%;o-
lute takos its tolle

g e

Tho confucion which led to tho comrade's fall was simplos he was unablc to
distinguish betwecn existential and historical truthe

Existontial and Historioal Truth

An existentiel truth is a faot about man which 1s derived fram the very fact
that ho oxistse It is as immutablo and inoluotable as existencos It is
existentially true that lifo ends in deathj that the human body olings despor-
atoly to 1lifes that, bocause of this, frustration oznnot bte avoideds that tho
motorial universo is indifferent to man's nced to survivej that man's potential
cannot oxeood the limits of his oultures that his capacity to enjoy pleasure
outstrips his ability to attain it; that the learning process involves dopri=-
ving himsolf of certain pleasures and needs; that ho will interprot scme
evonts as painful rogardloss of the degroe to which he protocts himself; that

" he oan nover bocomo equippod in time to fully withstand tho shook of birth,
growth, and doath; that he can sec the world only through his owvn eoyos regards-
less of how much he may want to view it through those of his loved once

There are an infinite number of such truths, many of which are unpleasant and
will always remain sos Thoy are acceptod as inmutable by the normal, mature
person, and hc constructs his ethic and geals within their limitse

Othor truths are historicale They are scmetimos pleasant and scmctimes un-
pleasant, but thoy arc always changeablee ie arc familiar with nmost of thoms
starvation in a land of plonty; wars when there is no reason to kill, ectce

It is with thesc truths thot lMarwism and the dimloctical approach deale A4s
socialists, we attompt to break down the unpleasant historical truths, always
viewing thom in the light of existential trutho Since we cannot effaocs the
lattor, wo ronlize that any Utopia based upon their elimination is delusivec
Thero is a 1limit to the human mind and to humen progress, and, at best, we
can only hopo to approach this linit asymptoticallys In order to provent
disillusiorment among the comrades who cannot understand these elomentary
facts of life, they must be continually reiteratede

Thoe Historical Fallacy and Dcspalr

I have alroady spoken about those in tho movement vho cannot accept the exis~
tence of truths which aro oxistentiala Same of them never understand thelr
fallaoy and go on, in thoir pristine innocence, attempting to destroy all
evile Classifying all truths as historical, it obvlously follows to then
that all unploosant truths about the world oan be chungede Somo of them are
our most militant and activo memberse Others have belotedly soen thelr fal-
lacy arc overwholmed by tho consequencose Thesc are the comrades who dospcire
When their Utopia orumbles beneath them, they find themselves psyohologlcally
inndequate to work for anything lesse If they cannot have thelr absoluto,
they will accept nothinge Such peoplc aro usually unhappy ond in need of
psychothorapyes As they are, it is sad but true thot thoy never should have
been in the movemente

The Existential Fallacy and Cyniclam

Of another group, it rcmains to be spokene Thoy are tho ones who, after a
brief fling and flirtation with socialism, lcave because they toke a diamet=-
ricclly opposcd positione Instcad of accepting all truth as historical, they
accopt all as oxistontiale Ergo, poople starve because thoy are too stupid

to oot and nothing we can do can put onough brains in their hoads to rovolt;
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di serirination cxists bocaunc nun instinctively nceds to fool suporior, ag§4
bigotry (ovil though it nny bo) is‘inovitablo; wurs will alwnys exist bo-
couso man is ianatcely predatery; ctce otoe Such pcoplo aro tho supcr—scoph-
isticatos, the cynicse They worc carly in discovering the boll~schapod curve
from which they dorivod that half tho people of the world had bolaw averago
intolligonces 4And nost obviously, sinco very fow have their brain eapacity,
tho world consists of dullards «nd morcnse These ure the chesen fow, tho
"1iborals™,,tho oynicse Thore is no hopc so let us calmly and amusodly watch
the world go to pote Toujours gal, what-thc=hell, and all is vanity anyvaye

Another group is also victim to the cxistential fallacy but clings desrorctely
to its_sonse of hunor and basic urge to revolte In a broad senso, theso arc
tho Vndaistse Since all is vanity, all is uttor and incomprehensiblo non=
sonsoe Sinco all nonsonse is equivalent (for how can any ono nonsense be
‘more nonsensical than any othor), why mako a pretense at making sense? Lot

us bo nonsonsically honest with our nonsonsically solves. Therefore, pretend
-madness and maybo youtll find you're not pretendinge

~ Such arp the fallacics stemming from a confusion botween existontial and

historical truthe Thoy arc casy to fall into sinco there are yct meny areas
in which science has not been able to separate theme Often, they fall into
the aren of philosophical thought and as social philosophers it is our duty
to distinguish what is changeable and what is note In the meantime, wo know
the more impcrtant truths and into what category they falle Thoy should be
‘branded in rod aoross the brepst of every now recruite :
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(WHAT NOW ? = continucd from page 13)

This is naivce Vhilc it is truc that, within the labor movoment, wo will
dircot our efforts mero and morc bowards such people, we must also realizo
the type of people who = givon today's conditions - join radical organiso-
- tionse¢ Social pressurcs arc against ity and thero are no mass radical
groups that could ceomponsatc for thise Therefcro, two types gonorally
Joins tho highly peliticized (who can only be found around tho'periphery of
othor groups% and tho radiocal ycuthe There aro, of courso, excoptions to
this but, in general, It holds truce. The question is = whore doos the
greatest concentration of radical youth exist? (e are speaking of the
rolatively non-political onos with tho right "instincts")e Obviously, in
. 'the stalinist periphery (since tho nalve kids join on the basis of most
laudable motivos) and anmong tho disillusioncd YPicrse Wo beliove that those
aroe tho poople we should direct our recruiting offorts ate nost particularly
iinoe tho now CP ling 4indientes that thoy will soon Lo idocologicully hcme=
€58 e L

(Carol Donitch, member of the Luxemburg tendency, wishes
to stote that, whilo subseribing %o +tho rest of tho
stateriont, does not agrec with the last section, iho
Will Yo Recruit?)
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ARTICLES FRQI ANY NEIBER ARE PRINPED Ii YSR COUPLETELY UN-EDITED. Y
HOT AVAIL YOURSELF CF THIS DEICCR.LTIC FRIVILAGE TO EXPRESS YOUR VIE.S?
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