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EDITOR AL STATEMENT
WHEN TWO POLITICAL GROUPS OF DIFFERENT ORIGIN AND TRADDITION COME
TOGETHER ON A COMMON POLITICAL PROGRAM, THERE OFTEN SUBSISTS A GREAT
DEAL OF SUSPICIGN AND MISTRU3ST ON 30TH SIDES, AS A HANGOVER FROM PAST
RIVALRIESe OSUCH HAS, TO AN EXTENT, ALSO BEEN THE CASE IN THE CURRENT
RELATIONSHIP OF THE YCuNG PeEoPLES SOCI1ALIST LEAGUE AND THE SOGIALIST
YOUTH LEAGUE., WE FEE® THAT, [!F A VIASBLE UNITY IS TO BE ACHIEVED, THESE

MISAPFREHENSIONS SHOULD 3E REMOVED AS FAR AS POSS|3LE.

THIS SHOULD BE DOCNE IN TWO wAYS. ONE [S THE ALREADY EXISTING
PROGRAM OF VERY CLOSE JOINT AGTIVIiTIES OF THE TWO GaOUPS. THE OTHER
IS A FULL, FREE, AND FRANK DISCUSSI!ON 3ETWEEN THE TWO MEMGERSHI1PS ON
ALL QUESTIONS GOF INTEREST TO THEM. FGR THIS PURPOSE THE YPSL avo SYL
PUBLISH THIS JOINT DISCUSSION SBULLETIN,

THE BULLETIN 1S TO CONSTITUTE A FORUM FOR THE EXPRESS]ON OF ALL
POINTS OF VIEW WITHIN THE TWO ORGANIZAT|ONSe T IS THEREFORE OPEN
TO ALL MEMGSERS OF EITHER GRQUP WHO MAY GARE TO CONTRIBUTE THE IR
VIEWS. [IT SHOULD BE CLEAR THAT ARTI!CLES SIGNED B8Y INDIVIDUALS ARE
NOT OFFICIAL STATEMENTS OF THE ORGANIZATION THEY MAY 3ELONG TO
UNLESS THIS IS STATED.) !N ADDITION, CONTRIBUTIONS OF NON-MEMBERS WILL
BE ACCEPTED, I!F OF SUFFIGIENTLY HIGH INTERESTe THE EDITORS RESERVE
THE RIGYT TO DECIDE IN THE CASE OF EACH SUCH ARTICLE. THE EDITORIAL
BOARD, INCIDENTALLY, IS MADE uP OF ONE YPSL AnND ONE SYLER-~30TH OF

WHOM ARE RESPONSI3LE TO THEIR RESPECTIVE ORGANIZATIONS.

TH!S PRESENT ISSUE !S DEVOTED TO A PRESENTATICN OF DOCUMENTS AND
POINTS OF VIEW IN RELATIONSHIP TO THE CURRENT SYL-YPSL uniTY
NEGOTJATICNS, THE QUESTION OF MOST VITAL IMPORT AT THE MOWMENT TO OUR
MEM3ERS» OUBSEQUENT ISSUES, HOWEVER, APE NOT EXPECTED TO HAVE SUCH
A CENTRAL THEME, AND GCONTRISUTIONS ON ALL SUBJECTS ARE INVITEDe WE
WOULD APPREGCIATE |T GREATLY, AND IT “OULD ALLOW THE NEXT JSSUE TO
APPEAR A GOOD DEAL SOCNER, iF ARTICLES WOULD 3E SU3MITTED ALREADY
STENCILEDS |

Tve EpiTORs, NOVEM3ER 25TH, 1353

(ARTICLES WMAY BE SUSMITTED 3Y MAIL EITHER THROUGH YPSL, 24 CHAaRLES S.
orR SYL, 114 W. 14TH ST. (THIRD FLOCR)--BOTH ADDRESSES ARE [N NEw YORK,
NEW YORK. )



SOCIALIST YOUTE L3AGU3D
: Octobar 23, 1953
National Txecutive Committese
Young Peoples Socialist Lsague

Dear Comrades:

" The National Joordinating Committes of the Socialist Youth Leegue sands
its greetings to your listional 3Ixecutive Jommittee mesating and desirss to
utiiize this occasion to address itsslf to you on ths question of SYL-Y’SL unity,

In the view of ths SYL the most pressing need facing our two organizations
is tlhat of socialist youth unity. This results, in our opinion, from the
political rature of our times and from the fact that our organizations are in
substantial political agreement,

Our period is one of resaction; the Third Camp socialist movament in
America is tiny and isolated. Under such circumstances, only divergant view-
points on major political qusstions would justify third-camp socialists in-
dulzing themselves in the luxury of mainteining saparate organizations, with
the wasteful duplication .of effort and the weakening of the movemant as a
whols which rasults from separate organization.

In the ovinion of the SYL, such is fortunately not the case for us, Thse
SYL and YPSL are in agreemen% on major questions, ¢iffering only on historical
questions and on current questions of tartiary significarces It is ovur
opinion that the differing opinions thet do exist on these questions can live
side by sids in a unified organization, contending with each other in a
comradaly end democratic fashion, while we work tozether for our common aims.

Tre SYL feels so strongly on this question that it is willing to malke what-
it regarcds as an enormous sacrifice to achievs social’st youth unity, nam=ly
its willingness to agree that tre new socialist youth organiza-ion not be
affiliated to the Indsnsndent Socialist Leagude We are ready to make such an
agraemant despite our extremely high regard for the ISL and for its membership,
press, nolitical idsology, and “radifon, and despits ovr belisf thet it wouvld
be desirable for the new orgsnization to be the youth affiliate of the ISL,

YWe are ready to agree to non-affiliation of the new organization becauses we
recognize that the YPSL would not at this time agree that the new- organization
be the youth affiliate of the ISL, and we do not wish to let our views on this
question stand in the way of unity.

Wa believe that the nsw organization should be soleiy a youth organization,
and not an adult or semi-adult organizetions Tn this conrection, we wish to
sxpress a protest to your rejotiations with the Libertarian Socialist Committse,
which apoarantly include provisions for the forms*ion of adult brapchss after
unity bstween Yr3L and LSCe In any evant, we believe that those adult branchss
the YPSL has at ths tims of unity betwesn itself ard the SYL havs no organiza-
tionzl conrection with the new organizecion end be independant from it, free to
Join the ISL, as we would recommend, or join another organization, or remain
independent.,

(mors)
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(continued from preceedirg paze)

Since we do not belisvs that thare ‘s eny nesd, desirability, or viability
for a youth "party", we feel that the new crzanization should declare at its
founding convention that its perspsctive is to ultimstely become the youth
a¥filiate of an adul®t socialist organization. It is our viaw that the new organ-
ization should decide which adult group to a’filiate to at its second convantione

The recent welcome developmsnts in the Peacemskers has led ' sane comrades
of the YPsSL to spaculate that if close ocollabcoration or perhsps even a federation
wers to rasult between the Peaosmakars, ISL, YPSL, and SYL at the Third Camp
Confersnce which the Peacemakers are calling, then YP,L-SYL unity might not be
desirsabls. some YPSL comrades seem to think that ne;otiations for and agree-
ment on YPSL-SYL unity should be delayad until efter the third-camp conferencs.

Thase visws are mistaken, in our opinion, since we feel thet the recent
developsments change nothing about the dasirability of YPSL-3YL unity. Eyen
if the closest collaboration between socislists and pacifists were to result
from the forthcoming conference, independent socialist orgenization, education,
and activity vould be ebsolutely nscessery since socizlists end pacifists have
different basic political viswse. All of the factors which meke for YPSL-SYL
unity would still be operating; the nesed for unification of our two organizations
would remains . '

The 3YL believes that it is desirsble therefore that there be no delay in
reaching agresment on unitye We fesl thet the leading committses of our
organizations should adopt a statement on unity and authorize their resnective

f*ﬁs:dent committees to proceed with negotiations on conorete details of unity

#* the unity conventions The National Coordinating Committee of the SYL
proposes therefore that you endorse the draft statement We submit to you. It is
our intention to submit it to the SYL National Committee for its approvale

It is our hope that we oan reach agreement on this statements

With wermest comradaly greetings ard wishes for Socialist Youth UultY.

National Coordinating Committee

Socialist Youbh League



STATIMINT OF YPsL~SYL UNITT##x

The Young Peonles Socialist Leagus and the Socialist Youth League, recognizing
that the nolitical situation of thaess times requires Third Camp socislist unity, -
and that their organizae<tiors ere in substantisl political agreement, declars:

1) That the tvo orsaniza-ions are curr2ntly allied in the closest possible
united fronte

2} Tha%t it is the aim of the YPsL and SYL to organically unite thomselvas -
into a new socialist youth organization at’ a unity convsntion to be held in the
Spring of 195L, '

3) Trat they will actively seek to cortact and involve all othsr third-
camp socialist individuals and groups who ars in svbstantial political agree-
mont with the YP5L and SYL and who wish to be a part of the new socislist
youth orzanization, and that the oall to the convention be sant to other such
individvals and groups as the YPSL and SYL may agree upon,

4) That the new socialist youth organization be for a time not affiliated
to any adult socialist organization and that members of the orzanization, howaver,
heve the right to be also members of any adult socialist organization thet they
may dssive So belong toe

5) That the new crganization, whila tomporarily unaffiliated to an adult
organization, dsclare itsslf at its founding convantion to be solely a youth
organization whose perspesctive it is to vltimately a’filiste %to an adult socialist
organizetions That, furthermore, it is the visw of the YF3L ard 3YL that such
a decision for affiliation bs mude by tha nsw organization within a maximum
period of one year sfter the founding conventions

6) Trat it is the visw of the YPSL and SYL that the new organization
should at its founding convention endorse and support LABUk ACTION and declare
itself to havas a fratarnal rslationship with the INDependent Socialist Lesague.

7) That it is the view of YP3L and SYL that ths new organization bve
organized on the wildest dsmocratic principles with guarantses to all members
and groups of their rights to form caucuses erd publish discussion bulletins;
and furthermore that the new organization itsslf havs a membership-wide
discussion bullstine Furthsrmore, YPSL and SYL declare thet elegtion of
convention delagates and mamhers of all committees in the new organization be
on tha basis of porportioral reprasentation,

8) That it is the view of YPSL and SYL tha% the new organization collaborate
vwith other "Third Camp” groups, botk socislist and pacifist, in pursuit of
common aims,

**%(Tha abovs statamant is a proposed joint statement, drefted by ths 3Y. NCC,
and is ths 'draft statem:nt" rsferra=d to in the precesdirg latter of ths SYL
NCC to tha YPIL N3l --the editors.)



[Re-typed]

(The following is the statement of the preceding page with YPSL's
proposed alterations--as adopted by the YPSL NEC. -- the editors.)

PROPOSED STATEMENT ON YPSL-SYL UNITY

It is not the intention of the SYL or the YPSL to join the other
organization as a group, nor to ask the other organization to join it
as a group. It is our intention to form a new socialist youth
organization which will differ from both the YPSL and the SYL. As

a result of this perspective, we shall make every effort to contact
all third camp socialist groups and individuals. It is to be hoped
that a significant number of members of the unity convention will be
previously unaffiliated third camp socialists. We therefore call for
the broadest possible new socialist youth organization, with two
minimal criteria: opposition to both war camps and a principled

civil liberties position.

The Young People's Socialist League and the Socialist Youth League,
recognizing that the political situation of these times requires
third camp socialist unity, and that their organizations are in
substantial political agreement, declare:

1. That the two organizations are currently allied in the closest
possible united front.

2, That it is the aim of the YPSL 'and the SYL organically to unite
into a new socialist youth organization at a unity convention to be
held in the spring of 1954.

3. That they will actively seek to contact and involve all other
third camp socialist individuals and groups who are in substantial
political agreement with them, and who wish to be part of the

new youth organization. That the call to the convention be sent to
other such individuals and groups as the YPSL and SYL may agree on.

4. That the new socialist youth organization be for a time not affil-
jated to any adult socialist organization; however, that the members
have a right also to be members of any adult socialist organization
they wish, ‘

5. That the new organization, while temporarily unaffiliated to an
adult organization, declare itself at its founding convention to be
solely a youth organization, whose perspective it is to affiliate
ultimately to an adult socialist organization. That, furthermore,

it is the view of the YPSL and SYL that such a decision on affiliation
be made by the new organization within a maximum period of one year
after the founding convention.

6. That it is the view of the SYL and YPSL that the new organization
may endorse and support publications of other socialist organizations
and declare itself to have fraternal rélationships with other social-
ist organizations.

7. That it is the view of the SYL and YPSL that the new organization
be organized on the widest democratic principles, guaranteeing to all
members and groups the right to form caucuses and publish discussion
bulletins; furthermore, that the organization itself have a membership-
wide discussion bulletin. YPSL and SYL declare that election of convention
delegates and members of all committees in the organization be

~ on the basis of proportional representation.

8. That it is the view of SYL and YPSL that the organization collabo-
rate with other third camp groups, both socialist and pacifist, in
‘pursuit of common aims. . 236



THS YoP.S.Ls POSITION ON SOCIALIST YOUTH UNITY

(This artiole was prepared by instructions of the YPSL MNEC as a emplifying
statement on unitye § : ' o , :

While the YPSL NEC has issued out a clear and simple "proposed statement on unity" -
1t aprears thet, at least, for our comradss of the SYL it 1s mecessary to spell
our position out more olearlys '

Thers 1s a natural oonfusion of aims ,as far as the two organizdtions ar® concern-
ed, primarilly based on the faoct that the SYL is the youvth seotlon of the I.S.La
and consequently locks at this unity(no matter how formulated) as in z:s: neo
involving the YPSL's entry into the ISL-SYLe Convineed of the fact thet loglo

an d correct policy will lead us in this direotion the SYL is willing to dsl my
the "inevitable" by agreeing that the new youth organization not be officially
sonnected to any adult organizatiore Neverthaless this view of our comrad-s of

the SYL so influences its thinking that for example the propose in a formal joil nt
statement that we endorce Yabor Actlon — which all legalitles aside 1s the erga n
(agitational and theoretisal , of the 1SLs The YPSL ¢ ould not accept this, i t
considers this to be one of the questicns that a unity convention ean best sett ls,
it is willing to see chroles and branches of the mw youth organization distribut-
lpr. the paped bub endorosment i.9. the acoceptance of responsibility for the
pelitinal and organizational line of the LeAe would be the abdication of th: YPSL
&5 an independent political organizations This we are unwilling to doe

The YPSL is politically committed to sooialdst youth unitye T,1s means that our
crganizabional llns is hased on the ourrent united front with the SYL arnd the
Ts3% that we expect unity convention to taks plsce this Springe. Howsver when
the corrades of the SYL gsk that we absolutelly committourselves to unity they
are asking for something else, that we committ. ourszlves in advance that a) we
Will accept any dscision of the unity convention h) that no matter what hapoers
ketwesn now end the Spring we will remain pro-unitys ((Now the NAC does not th ink
that any drastic item will coms up msking unity impos-ible —otherwise we would
not be discus sng unity —~ bubtb we want to keep a free hand to carry out the trust
that the YPSL rank and file has voted in us by slecting us to oconduet the YPSL
buissiness to the best of our ability)). ' . ) ‘

Sevaral other items influence the YPSL stand on unitye The YFSL recgards itsslf as

a political tendency with & line of its owne This line makes 4t legical that we
vnite with other third camp socialistss It also makes it rocessa~y for us to ses

%o 1% that soms orgenization carrler of our ideas exists a™.er uuitys The SYL
nembers who are dual wembers of the SYL-ISL, Labor Action and tha New Intorim tional
all will aot as strong magnets attracting membars of the j-int organization to

the ISL's politlcalviews ¢ If the YPSL makes no sffort to hava soms form,of public—
ation 1t will inevitable vanish as an indspsndent rolitical groupinge In order

to prevent this, as well as to assure that adults who are al pr sent umwiiling

to Joint the ISL oan participate in the YPSL the NBC is setting up the Sorialim &
Leaguers The Sooia ist League will be composed of older YPSLs and its primary wark
will b= ths publioation of a magazine which will pressnt our viewsto the new yo uth
organization and to our joint periphsry« It is no more reasonabls for the SYL to
obJeot to the Socialist League than it would be for us to object to the SYL!s
continuing relationship W th the ISLe

Our underlying conmeption of unity as a gastting together of two inderendent third
camp social ist groups is apparsntly ha'd to accepte The diffioulty is that every
organization conseives of itself as the carrier of th3 correot ideas and there—
fore views any and evary objaction raised by comrades holding similiar views,but
belonging to a differont organization as "invalid", If the SYL is conSermed with

(moxe)



The YPSL position on Socialist Youth Unity (pmge 2)

certain "incorrect views" expressed by members of our leading committees in &
discussion of unity it is well to point out that the YPSL has never had a chanese
to hear any disoussion of unity on the part of the SYL's . committeese These
committes have always met in olosed session and not only refused to admitt any
obsarvers from the YPSL to their deliberations but have even refused to inform
the YPSL o’ any divisions of opinhon among their committeess The YFSL rsoeives
the end product of long discussons and for all we (officially) know the SYL is
absolusilly monolithio on this question » This not cnly poisons the disoussions
we have but makes frank discussion almost impossibleg

The orgenlzational formalism of the SYL manifested.for example 1n the above cass,
is on? of the wost disturbing items whth which the YPSL has to oontends Allied
te its formalism. is the obvious refusal of ths SYL to accept any bwt SYL-ISL
nclitics as serious polit’es which ocannot bs discussed urtil it has been exXpar-
ienced» The patlence of our committees and members has often been tried in such

2 mannar that super~himan willirgness to compromise and smooth over differen es
w..s celled fors Unforiunatelly the YPSL ~NBC , which split from the SP, is not

che most patient of bodies and the easing up of the present rather tense athmos—
rhzre Wwould do wonders to furthsr the cause of unitye

Ail the ifs and buts asids however the YPSL takes the perspzctives of a united
soolalist youth organigzation with utmost seriousnesss One of the main reasons,
if not ths maln reason why we were forced to leave the Socialist Party was the
faot that the Farty stood in the way of third oamp unityo We comsider the unity
of ths third camp socialist forces in the youth fleld so ¢ - .. important that
Wa hav: besn willing to locsa mamb:rs ovar this questions The rsason is clear ~
two plus two add up to more than four when organizations are involveds A united
organization oan by pooling the availabls resoursesund:rtake mauy orojeots that
are bsyond either the YPSL or the SYL, it will probably be abie to attrect far
more memnbars then beth of the organizes ions combinede lkost basic of course is
tha current agrsement on war and imperialism = the two questiors that determine
tha natirs of any organization in the present day worlde Both the YPSL and the
SYL ewe in firm opposition to the policiss of both imperielist war eamps and
work for a Socialist Third Camp,

Qur View of the Proseedurs involved in unity is as follows:

1) The current unted front is to oontinue, aver closer actual working relations
between our two orgsnizations and continuing discussion should rsmove the last
few Larriers to unitys

2) Before a joint unity convention the two ndt ional committdes draft a Joint
proposed program for the Convention, they also agree on the rules and repres—
entation at the Conventione

3) The unity Convention is held in the Spring, tha progrem is ham-erad out and
a now "ZC and resi snt committes is eleocted on the basis of proportional

reprosantations All factlions are givan ths right to publish their own publi c=
ations

L) Th» Convantions of the two orgenizations irvolved ratify *he unity oconventio n
and disolve in favor of the new youth orgesnizatione Periode

by Bogdan Denitch as Chairman of the YPSL NOC

(writtsn in his official capacity)



NATIOFAL COORDINATING COMEITTIE, SOCIALIST.YOUTH LEAGUE, NOVEMBER 12, 1953

TOs National Exeoutive Committee
Young Peeples - Socialist Leagus

Dear oomradss,

Wo are in receiot of the minutes of your moeting of Ootober 24th and of the
version of a "proposed statement on YUSL-SYL unity” which you adopted at that
" meeting as well as a communioation from comrade Danitch, dated Ootober 28th,
requesting, in the name of your committse, that the SYL invite a reprssentative
of the YPSL to attend those sessions of the meetings of our lsadinz committoess
at whioh SYL-YFSL unity is discussed,

We ara parplexed by and dissatisfiad with these devel.poments and, frankly,
find it difficult to know how to reply Yo them. Comrade Deniteh, in his lotter,
describas ths dsvelop.ments at the me:ting of your committes as "a further step
to orgenic unity." iie desire vsry much to e able to share this evaluation but
the faots oompsil us to have serious doubts thet it is warrfinted.

In the first place,. we note with regret that your cemmittee did not sas fit
to aporove that ssotion of the Unity Statemsnt we submitted to vou which declarss
"that it is the view of the YPSL ard 3YL that the new orgsniza%ion should at its
founding convention endorse and suprort LAZOR ACTIOF..." e ocanrot undsrstand
your refusal to favor the sndorsement by the new third-osmp socialist youth
organization of tho only significant third-oamp socialist newspepsr. %e ars
also a”raid that thers is significenos in ths fact thot your negotiating .
committoe deolimed +to recPPmend this to you after having originally declared
itsslf at a nejotiatisns mestin; to b2 in support of this proposition. The
current YP3L viswpoint even appears to be back-traoking on the stetemsnt whioh
oocurs in the YPSL ‘ational Organization Committee stat:ment "Orn Laaving the
Socialist Party” to wit, "...eur willirgness to support LABOR ACTION es the polit
ical organ of Third Camp Soocialism". )

-More important, howsver, is the fact that' the discussion at your meating
swhioh lay bshind the adoption of the amendmsnt to our statesment--said amendment
BAW standiny as a preamble to your "proposad statoment”’--raises serisus doubts
about your being in faver of unity with the SYL as o primary perspective ot this
time. This disoussion revenled that many members of your oommittec are in favor
of YPSL-SYL unity cnly if such unity results in attracting large numbors cf
new members to the founding convention of the now socialist youth ergenizations
Tt further revealed that many of your members do.not therefore fecl committed te
unity with the SYLy reserving the right to call unity off at any time up to and
inoluding the day of the unity convsntion. It is possible to internret this
discussion in a fashion that would irdicate that many of your members are
rpaoulating about doing preoisely this.

To confirm thase doubts there liss befors us a statement of position adopted
by the meeting of your committee which reads in part as fellows: "...we have
mads no absolute commitment to it (i.s., unity)" This statement further
says that you have yet "te dotermins whéther the unity whioh now seems desireblc .
is, in faot, desirabls,” , '

This positien seoms to us to oontradict and indeed negate the "unity state-:
ment" which you adopted.

The SYL, it seems te us, has a muoh firmer and clearsr position on unity. We
have determinsd that the unity whioh now seems desiragble is, in faot, desirakle,

(OVER)



Moreover, alth8uzh we naturally hope and balieve that many new people will be ;
attranted to ths unified socislist youth organization, and although we intend te -
work towards this result, we do not set as a condition for unity that these
efforts he successful. Indeed it is our view that evan if not omo new person is
attracted to our unified organizotion unity is still desirabla.

As a mattor of fact, it is our point of view that if it should even turn out
that thoars ars soms ~3osle who crs socilalists not previously affiliated to YPSL
or SYL--we don't balisvs that this will bs th2 case-~but if it should turn our
that thers are such persons who would look with disfavor upon Y. 5L-SYL urity we
would not then decide to call ths unification off. Under such ocircumstances, it
is our visw, we should proceed firmlv tewards unity and both of our orzanizetions
should endeavor %o convincs such persons that their views ars ~istaksn; that they
belong in the ranks of the new organization.

If the YP5L hed similar visws then we would indeed be olese to unity; all that
would remain would bo to settls details and to plan for the unity convention.
Unfortundtels this does not saom to hs tha casse

The SYL faces a problem therefors, If it assumes that the YP.L shares its
visws on unity and proocseds ton prspare and orzenize for e unity cornvention,
abanrbing itself ard exoanding its enerzies im this matter, and then if %hs YP.L
decidas it does not resally dasire unity, we will then have wastad nins months in
fruitls.s sffarts. Some of our members fesl that this is precissly whet awaits
use Thars ars thpss in our ranks who svan fesl that wa ave wasting our timo
naedlessly in sontinuing these nezotiat’ons so lorz as ws lack a clasarsr indica—~
tion that the YPSL desirss unity with the SYL.

.For thass raasons we are raquesting that the Netional idxecutivs Committes of
the YPSL clarify its position on this question. Specifically we propsse that
you adoot the position of committing yourselves to unity with ths SYL.

In regard to the comzunicatior fron comrade Denitsh, psrmit us to say the
following. %e frankly objsct to th® tons of this lsttar. In ths first pleoce,
such a requsst has not bsen mado befors. oseoondly, we rajsot the implications
that our not having invited a representat ve 'of the YisL to ths mestirzs of eur
committoas at whioch unity is discussad, is eouivrlant to lack of "rasponsibility"
or "above~board-dsalinz" on our part—ssnsoisllv since this is the first time
the question has besn raissd. Thirdly we would suggast thqt it is the mattars «r
we have rafsrrsd to and not this guestion which has mede unity sentimsnt suffer.

In rsgard to the requast itself we havs adopted the following position, Were
both orzganizations firmly sommitted to urity and in agrcemsrt on it, then we fcel
thet this requsst would bs in ordere. /s hevs thersfors ado-tad the rosition that
et the time when both organizations ers olsarly and firmly committad to unity,
reoresentativss of ths 7PSL will be invitsd t» attand all sessions of our
comrittse m:etings Aevoted to this qusstion,

In the interim we bolisvs thes it is dasirablz %o procsed with publication of
thes joint discussion bullstin, This bulletin may help sarves ths useful curpose of
initiatinz suoh olarificetion. We ar: instructing our reprasentctiva on the sd-
itorisl board to contact your repres:ntative for purposcs of arransing for the
first issue, Is is our view that the -~ublisetion of the documants and communioa~
tions which have pass2d between us on this question in the l2st fsw waeks 1is
dasirable, Yeedlass to sav, we are for dhe continuation of the olose united
front we ars enva 3d in and for comilste collaboraticn an gll levels as well as
for contirnusd niszotiationse. ot .

With eomradely grestirss ond wishss for socialist you®h unlty, froternally,

National Coordinasing Committes, STI




PuAIN TALK ON THE UNITY QUESTION

Now that the YPSL has severed all ties to the Socialist Party, and is
politically and organizationally autcnomcus, the farmal barriers te unity no
longer exist, Official uuity nsgotiatlons ®etwsen the YRSL end the SYL have
bron underway for some months and the prospects for the ereatien of a now third-
pemp sonialist youth srganizatini in the near future should bs very resal. At
this skage the problams bofore us should he those rslating te¢ the praoise con-
ditions of unity and the planring of the unity ornventien. Unfortunately,
however, saveral naw "problems" have been raissd and it has become inarsaesingly
avident that a climats of unclarity exists 1n osrtain very important areas.
1t is therefoie nacessary to oxamine these "problems", thsir nature, and ths -
paturs ~of those who raise then, ir the context of a dissussion of the upity

qusestimn in veneral.

W of the SYL are firmly end strongly in favor of unity--the conditions of
which to be demoeratically nezotinted ‘betiean the respon81ble bodies of our twn
srgenizations~~and vezard the question of unity as the major question before ua
today. We have dsmonstrated the stransth of our desire for unity on numerous
ecoasians. lfost obviously in our enncossion on the extremely important (te us at
least) question.of affiliation to the ISL, ard, mors rasently, in our willingnsss
to invits YPSL ebuyervers ts the olnssd mea+lnvs of our leadin: committees (nnoe
YPSL hes comwitted itself to unity) in spite of & strong tradition in our movement
against svoh a policy. The carraptness of cur beliefs or traditions is not the
point in qusstion, the noint is, simply s,atad, thet we have cﬁncretely damon-
strated, By our .sctions, thet we are not "inflexibls’ "sectarisn’, but rather
that we ars sxactly thez oprnosite, ii® havs bDasp willin7 to megke conocessions of
the wost inmpertant naturs to achiseve an and dssirad by avery serious third camp
sooislist routh in Amsrica today. That end is UNITY,

The arsas of political agreement betwaen the YPSL and the SYL (ag the two
signifiocant thlrd comp youth groups) maks 1% “asirabls, if nat mandatoery,
far us %o unita our:forces into a single orzanization, The situation of havinz
two separats orzanizations, that azrss with esch othar on every key questinn
(as YPSL has dafinsd ths key questions*) and function in sssentially the sams
areanas in sssantially the same way, cannot be )ustifled. This feelingz, I prasume,
was shared by Y.L whan on Angust &7th it stated: "We are politically committed
%o buildin: a new youth orzanizetion with the Sosialist Youth League." '

In visw.of this statsment (and othzrs) it is startling to us that certain
leading mzmbers of the YPSL have sudidsnly adopted a poliocy whieh is, in essenss,
anti-unitys. Thase anti-unity sentimants have besn founded on ths shallowest
bases ima-irabls end are, whan objectively analyzsd, ssatoric monsanse-—atfbest,

One "problem" frequsntly raised when discussing unity is the old bug-a-bheo
cf "Bolshsvik disoipline”, Thosz whe honsstly raise thls are cimply unin”ormed,
The fact is that the prectise and Lhaory of ™discipline" is almost idsutieal in
the YPSL and the 3YL--with YFSL beinc, il arything, more striotly disciplinad
than ths 57L. Semi- skillnd metaphysiclans may eonjurs into baing soms sart of
"ideolozlocl diseiplins", which thay claim runs rampant in the SYL, but which, to
be faotu-l, exists sclely in tho realm of The Bolshavik Lyth (which is, bv the way,
the suprame product of this school of invantion)s A close reletive—or at least
a noar neighbay——of this type of "thinker" is th: Uliimats sectarian, to whom bhe

% This rafarsnce is te tha Auzust statem>nt o7 ths YP3L "0n Leavinz The Socialist
Party". Suototions later in the t°%t aro from this same sourcse °



main issug of the Aay is still the Xrenstadt rebsllion of thirty-odd years ags,
and the Single B urning Questicn of The Hour is "iho stole the Keokuk Cpunty
mimeo machins in 1892%7" 3B=inz ~anerosus of nature, by virtue of our secislist
views, we, whather of the YP3L or SYL, who have a living interest in buildins
the Third Cemp ars quite willing to lat such indjividuals f£ill ths cheice 1little
cubby-holes that history has obligingly s+t aside for them. We rsssrve the right,
however, to ragister ou:r resentmsnt whson they persistantly insist thst we bacome
their id:ological room-mates.

The most openly anti-unity elsmants in YPSL ars those who have indicatad that
they are pot in fevor o2 unity if at least one fourth or oms third of those .
attending the unity convention are not from non YPSL-SYL sources. 3soms who hold
this point of visw meks it evan oclearsr by prorosing that the YPL walk out cn the
vary day of tha unity eonvention if this "ons fourth or one third" does not
presant itselfs It should be unneccssary to msntion that the 3YL hopss that
unaeffiliated individuals will be attractsd to the unity convention, will work
hard to zet them to coms, but if (on ths very dey of the unity convention if you
will) not avsn ome "new" perspn is presant, our attitude toward the desirebility
of unl%y will not in the slightest dezrse alter. It should now be clear why
the SYL has constantly peinted out that we must work toward unity not on the
basis of astrecting larze numbers of non-effiliated individuals--"larze n-mbers"
ef such peopls who would immediately join bainz for ths most part fictional~-
but, rathsr, on the sound political basis Tor unity which does exist. Those
whe favor unity only if it will mean an organization significantly larzer than
the combinzd forees of the presant YPSL and SYL are in reality ovposed to unity.

" The more subtle--and dangarous-—threet to unity comes from snother quarter,
Famaly, thoss who offer "worofound” arguea rts which can really be reducsd to
one qusstion and ons question plone: Does the YPSL hava some spacial rols to
play that could rot ba fulfillsd by a joint orzanization? Tho answer to this
questisn can bs easily statsd. Thet is, FO. ¥BSL is not s brid;s betwsep
revolutiosary pacifists and ravelutionary socialists for ths simpls resson that
no such bridgs is nisedad. To the sxt:int that there is a basis for pacifist-
sneialist collaboration, such colla’eration raguirss no "middla-mon"-—~rethsr,
such "middl:-men" obstruct honsst collavora“ion. Through ths SYL's cooparatien
(along with othsr groups) with th» Faacemaksvs in olanning and preparing for
tha Third Camn Conferanca, it has bsooms asoar:nt thet "revolutiopary socialists™
and "ravalutionary pacifists” nesd ne "bridzs" or intermsdiary to work togathsr
on common projzcts for common >nds to the extsnt thet we cen do so honastly in
viaw of our vary r2al diffsranoes, Thoss YF3L's, if they do exist, Wha oonceive
of thair rola as ths mo:t unflettering om of be-ng a "bridzs" hav: bsen sparad
thz indignity of bein~ walked ovsr..e...7hich is %o say, thay havs been provan
wrong. : T T

If thege anti-unity alamsnts in YPSL (and I assume that theY ars a minority)
have soms oth:r basis for bslisvirg that YE3L can vlay soms importent spi3cial
rols thet s joint organization could nok, l:% them stats thair case opsnly se
that mambzrs of both our grouss will bs abl+ to discuss and evaluate them for
what they may be worth, '

In ths maantime, for those of both th: F3L end SYL who ars unity oriantad, tie
adventasss of a unifiad organization ars so obvious that omdy those uttsrly blicded
by fectionsl or szotarien considerations can possitly fail to sse tham, Among
othar thi- 's uniiy would m2an a cembiration of our foross anl an and to sensalass
dvplication in a p2riod wh2n 2van ¢n ource of -nersy ls a rarity. It would msan

a stranzth:ninz % tha far too waak position of the third camp in ths ysuth and

studsn- fisld, -Instesd of competipz with sach othar, in the arsa of rzcruitmsnt
for axamola, e could prasenmt studiots and yovng worksrs and in%sllictuals with

\
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one third ocamp zroun, combining tha best f2atures of th: existing two. The
prosvacts of zrowth (in size, lav:l of :ducation, =nd extsnt of influsnce) a3
fer zrsatar for & unifiad orzaniza%tion then for sithar the YP3L or SYL axisting
saparstsly. This is but a small part of ths total case for unity but spacial
consifarations (and th> naturs of this articls) make it more arnraprlate and tp
ths point to call upon thoss who obstruct unity to defend their pasition.

ithy, for zxemple, ars Shsy sA hasitent that thay vote against YFSL committing

itsslf %o unity (thera or? ravarsinv th: position sxpresssed by YPSL in Auvzust

and quotad above)? “hy do thsy now oopase ths orepesal that the unifisd przanize-
tiow sup.ort LABOR ACTIOY and axpress itself in fraternal solidarity with th.

ISL? Azain, by the way, in contradictimn to ths sams YPSL statemsnt wklch statsd:
"ths broad nrozrammatic srd nolitical azrssmant that alrsady exists is :ufficisnt
for us to support close conpsration and frotsrnal tias betwsen ths naw youth
organization and the ISL, and it sxtsnds to our willingness to support LABOR
ACTION as the political organ of Third Cemp sncialism,"

It is to bes hoped that th: pro-unity mcmbers of YPSL will dsmncra+ically
ovar-ruls those is their leadership who ars snzazsed in ersoting falsa an”
unprinmciplad barriers to unizy, and rapudiats ths anti-unity views by committing
ths YPSL to unity ir a positive and umistekable way. Such a committmsnt is now
necassary. It will demonstrata that thoss in TPSL who opgose unity (aither

"obj2ctivaly” or ooenly) ara a minority, end it will lay a solid foundation for
antering into ths final sta<as of unity nazotiation.

Some may reiss odjzction to tha "tone" nf this artipls, and ethars (most
probably thoss who Zipd their visWs under atitack) may find it profitebls to hovl
and soresm loudly about "polsmios”. 4&nd it is from przcisely such 2lsmints that
many of ths anSi-unity visws ars oulled and thiz thrsst to urity oomes, Ths
person who holds his socielist visws seriously, whethsr ha be a Yi'sL or gan §VlLer,
will not let considerations of this sort stand in the way of an objactive
3velua®tion of tha noints I have briafly attenrtad %o make, whatsver his stylistic
tradition or taste mway be. ‘e heve r2ached * “3 staze whsare ws must spasak bluntly,
sither for or azeinst unity, snd rajact th: "menuvaring tact" se alisn end harmful
tn mesaningful discussion and nNe.otiation. 7 whe are s=rious socialists (YFSLs
ard SYLers alikz) must, in my oninlon, stand firmly committed to THIRD CAMP
SOSIALILT YOUTP INITY. If others choemse to stend slsewh3re, lst thsm daclare
thsmselvas nowl :

Scott Arden
membsr, Nationel Cosrdinating Committee, SYL

(1t should b: clrarly und:rstoned thet th: vi

39s erprassad abovs ars thas2 of
th3 author and er: not nscassarily %thoss of ths

)YL. J-A.)

¥ovembar 20, 1953



CON 30CisLIsT UNIIY ETJAL«

_"If it were dome When it were dona
Then it were well it was dons quicklyse.s.”

Most of the problems th&t have arisen in the course of disoussion about social ist
youth unity are artificial and based on e very thinly dilited orgenizsb lonal
chausinism in the two youlh organizationse In addi tistn a small wing of the YPSLs
is in firm cpposition to unity out of ignoranceg w-ile a not inconsiderable
wimber of Silers supports unity , out of ignorancees ((Botl. ignore the same fact ,
that neither the YPSL nor. ths SYL are what they in offictal doouments pretend

to be - the SYL is not a "firm disciplined “olshevik cedre” amd the YPSL is nob
in its entirety composed of mush—-heads who W 1l give up their"okviously incorre ot’
1deas ths minute the SWL gets a chance to educate them in a joint organizetion))e
Thus while the YPSLs mey talk irom now to doomsday about thelr "la ok of discip -
11pe" the fact is that in all probability in any Joint organization they will
maintain their polic#l ideas and def ond with the same ferocity thebt the SYL may
use it attacking thems . : 1

is one the YPSL members most consermd with maintaining the independant politlcal
rile of ths ourrent YPSL as a tendsncy within the joint organization I have
5+4-me more and more convineed that unlty should not be dalayed any furtherae

In the first place what most YPSLs: forget is the fact thet new organjzation wil 1
by avoiding the ourrent organization duplice ion and pooling the work give more
time for political discusmon, factional publiocaions etoo They also. forget thet® ™
a joint organization will not and camnot be politically monlithic for the

simple reason that if only e factlon of our members entered & new tendency would
exist in th> joint organizsb ione Tha new organization will provide a broader
sres1s for both of us as vwll as an ankkdote tomsotarianism, On the other hand
as long as we remain as repariie organizations the political discussons are
becj.auded by the organizai.mal loyalties of the two anmd a sane discussion is
difficulte Also time is awasting. Whide we are enzaged in discussons we cannot

go out and work as well as & should and much snergy 1s uszlessly wasted not
to sneak of the fast that at lesst as far as the YPSL is cunsernad the "4 pdeter-
minate status" that we are now in 1s an impossible one to continue ad Infinitum o

What has mtruck me as both educational andinteretsing is the fabtthat most of
the oppositior to unity in beth organizations comes from those least active in
them» Members of the SYL and YPSL seems to be pro-unity in direct proportion
to the amount of Work they do — simea much of ths work would ba Joint work in
any oasee Lp the casa of the YPSL for example, what the en ti-~unity people are
saying, 1s 8¢ we are opposed to unity, we howaver cannot be active, tharefore
Why den't you ~ you pro-upity Yipsels who are oz ryirg the ofganization go on
working your (heads) eff maiiweining an organization for use As onme of the
astive people who have been carrying the Y PSL my position on this particular
"obiomuvite™ tendency is simplew until you show why you are nsgessery to the
organization , until you show that you can sarry theorganization — we will
prass for unitye The old maxim — "They who work aat" can thus be ohanged tes
"ot them who work deaide"s

Again to enumarate the advatanges of unity would be beet ing a dead horsee Only
one statement is nigesamry — neither the YPSL nor the SYL, are netional organiz-
ation in any real sence of ths worlle Jointly we will compare very favorbaly to
the existing routh political organizet tons( we will for one thing be the lar gost
radical politiscal organization in the youth £i314)» Unfortunatelly most anti-
unity people are auti-organizaional ~ that is anti-activitye

There are some seripus , if not obj:otions, thenm ressrvations about unity that
sb_,.qz\ld however Be disous sde

\ (more) |



ON SQCIALIST UNITY 3T. ALe  (Page 2)

To begin with the united organization will immediatelly be smeared with the
trotskyist label by the social-democrats in the youth fields Also a job of
oharacter assasination within the pacifist movement ageinst our people has
al2ady beguns If we unite it will be intensifiede( Eofe Harrington, one of
the pacifist—social ists on the YPSL NEC was attacked as a trotslyite while
running for a post in a pacifist orgsnization by the SP member there)s This
will not helped by the .revoluhiionary romaticism of many of the SYlLers who seem
consitutionally unable to conceiwe o working through an open organizations
Therefers let me stats right now - the new youth organizstion will not last a
month unlessit is agreed to leave most of the current comspiratorial nonscenes
sarrounding the SYL out of ity For example s

'a) The leading committess will meet openly, members will be sble to
obsarve and thus exersis a control overvtheir leaderships

b) d:mbership mestings will we open to our peripherye

8) Our members furctioning in other organizel ons will function openly
as soclalists o ston 2tce '
Otherwise thers will be troutle from the outdate

A coupl: of other friendly hintss _ '

a) ley—off the kolshavik revolution, a sure sign of sectarianism is the insesant
discussion and attention to the Russian questione Needless to say the new
organization will not havs a position on the Bolsheviks, what I an talking
about the obsessive nesd som: comrades ssem to have to discuss Kronstandt
(pro-and-con)e

bj In s udy olasses and stcteronts of the organizations let us try to talk
imarican English, and avoid marxist jargone '

¥} Most important - aveld "as 1f" disoussions iee discussions on war where

we hear the statemdnt ..’ we are not opposed to war, why if Amerioca were
sooiaist ",..this avoid blcoashed but most of avoids fanmsasless I see no
reason why we should =piit sk 3ad of time on the basiz of what attitude

we would take 1f a socle. st iucrlcs where to use a Hydr.gen bombk agd nst

Rusaia (The.bulk of the YroLs would split from any organization that wou ld

state that it would support a full blown modsrn war if it were w aged by a

“socialist state")e The point is that this type of discuss on is irrelavek &
in an Amerlea whore any radicalism tha 1s likely to take plaee is a radi o~

alism of the extr sme rights

Ithink that we a good pportunity to build a molid broaed revolutionary soocial ist
youth organization, with partioular attentien te aggreements and great willingness
to oooperate and try to work together in fullest spirit cf unity we should he

abla to launch ths new organizat lon this Springe Unity is already overduee

In the meantime thoss YPSLs who are serious akout their political ideas, whe de

want to continue advooating them and spr-ading them after unity should start

working on the Sooialist Lesgue and its oublications And the slogan shpuld bes
"Unity in action « Ppeedom of Disoussion and Eduoe ion"

by Begdan Benitoch




CONVERSATION PILCE

BY Robert Ilsen
member eof YPSL

Here are my tlkrecs assum»tions; I shall riot defend them in this
article, although I may in others:

le In a scociety bassed uron class division 2 tsndency touviard
bursaucracy is inevitable in any organization, sevsn in 3n orzan-
ization tryirg to ovsrtkrouw it. )

e The intsrnal structuars of an orgzanization tends to be
parallelesd in tlLe stiructure of any socisty (or social group)
over “hkich that orzarnizsiion Las Howsr.

3. Tue fundamsntal prodlsm of our straiszy is Low To Huild
up from tls day-to-day limited .strugzlss of tle m«sses a rsv-
clutionary program Jkich tlhs massss will acce?t in a crisis

situatione

Uoon thesse assuadtions I have constructed an idsa cof a
revolutionary orzanization.

I envision an ordanization without officers, without duss,
without membHsrship recuirements - without membsrs in the foral
sense, rrse discussion will weplace voiling in this orzanizationy
it will sxsrt no discinline over rersons associated ith it.

Bow will suck an orgzanization act It will rarely act =~
as an orzanization. It will rave a minimum of distinet organ-~
izational life althousk it is cadabdle of having &s nuch as is
necsssarye. But its “meﬂaJrgw - individuals COO)&fatlﬂD o% :
treir om frss w#ill -~ will set. Tisy will cct in and through the
orzanizations of the massss on svery levsl,

Social reformsrs, vszlizing tlke droblsm 3tat .d in my third
assumotion, have in ths »nast dsvslodnsd two methiods of solving it.
They decams sithsr rsforaists or ssetarians, Bitlsr they immsrse
themselvss comdloetsly in the strugzles ond orienizations of the
massss and rsfusc sven to »ropazendizs ths nscssaity for comdre-~
hensivc chan~e, or thoy T5MOVGEt Chemsslvss irom thoss siruzzlcs

ontircly, romaining “3vr*" wut 10n1po all chancs of rsacking the
760nlse In ¢ crisis {or »otsntizlly rsvolutionary) situction ths
ssecond cannot act, the first doss rot zct or acts in a counter-
revolutionary waye.

Obssrving the failurss of Dotk emoroachkss - dseisivs zailurss -
I »romoss a nsy altsrnaitivse. Ts must »Harticinats in ths strusz.

of the mas3cs on ,vury 1svi3l = ané that incluéss Dartiecinating in
the orzanlzatloﬂs of thi massus ~ ovsn thsir jolitical orzani-
zations. (It doss not, ko7uvsr, incluée narticinaciny in the
armc@ foress or any othsr rart of ths war aashins.) But we must
particinats in thoss striy:lss ané in t1oss orzanizations as a
lcft oonnosition, ’
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COLVIR34TION 2I:CE  (continusd)

i must Harticinats in ths strugglss and organizations of the
magses

1. to influsncs individuals &nd to gzin ths peoalc's confidenco

2. to more sffsctivaly criticize ths rsformist and csntrist
lzadorstrin (dursaucracy) of those orzavizations and their taciies

3. to zain rsforms (Reforns ars rot bad. T:67 cennot in ony
7ay Y9 contrury to or impsés ths rovolution. If they wers or ¢id
in any 2y tlors wounld b3 no nssd for rovolution and rsvolution
would 95 i7mossibls.)

| (n) QJ

2

4e to 2augc cur activitics accordin
of ths masssse.

© we 1o idsoelozicel 1lsvsl e

‘
¥

To slabvorats on my Point 4: Ons of vio zriaisst acaknss
ths Szetarians is that they ofton ditch their »rozram fad abovs
thc idsolozical 1avul of tr peoplc. Tisy counld not rsncdy this
svan if tksy wentsd to bscauss, not 1nt1mdt ;1y in contact with ths
2conls haeauss th oy de not 3artlciwat: in thoir orzamizations,
they ars unabls to sstimats that lsve

l-‘

.#o can if we l.orn from thsir mistakis.

I 6o not trink thkor: is any nses-sity for me to dsfond our rols

of ~sranancrt loft orpnositionism. 3But I 8kall maks celoar siactly
wkat this msunse It mcans that <t tho sams tinc that we fizkt for
ths limitcd zoals of Hroplilar dey-to~Cey atruizl,s w5 eriticizs the
20als end tls sactics for .chisving tigm irom tuo Hoints of visw:
a cuantivativses ond « fujlit¢ulfu0 lus, ior sma™als, Whon wo in
FaalP sunzuze in 2 vattls o sud 8s0Tpiation in ons particular <rs3a
ws o call for 2 cammaizn fox full scuality of rizkis (a cuaintitasivs
critiecism) dut w5 romind our fsllow-worksrs in NaaCP thot thsse
rizkits cann ot D3 achisvsd uedsr capitelism butv csn only 6 ackisv-
cd trrouzh z ?gvolutionary chanzs in socisty (a (ualitative cri-
ticism). and &1l ths whils, of coursc, ws contimms to fizkt in.
trs s»nscifie bHattls for tlc siygeific sckiasvoemunte.

AR

I

an intsllizont éisputant could vaiss ths £dllowing (usstions
concsrning tk. no? courss of wctiont .
1. doron't tkrs Bolskoviks a small "scet™ tiet scans powsrful
in a criris situation? ' '

I

Ze dky do you maks an s=esHtion of ths var macking?

3. If the tconduney to bursaucrzey is irvuviitebdls how cen tlhis
t775 of orzawization ovsrcoms it?

4e Hou Co0zs tl, rovolutionery orzanization grow? How wmuch
orz:nizational 1lifs is a "minimum™? Do ¥4 ¢3.83 Yo run Hrotsst
carndidatss on tls bzllot? Do wa wun gry individunal ™issus"




GONVERSATION PIFCE (continusd)

campaigns? Do we continue to »ublish a public press? Juat about
an internal discussion bulletin? Do we publicize the crgani-
zation In any way? EKow atout monevf How can yoeu survive without
discipline? How do we rrganize a naticnal and/or internaticnal
crganization of this type?

5e¢ ‘hat 1If a mass organization is internally authoritarian¢®

Oe What will be the role of the revelutlonary organization
in a revolutien?

Te And after?

Je Does all this mean that we should enter - say - the
Deuocratic Party?

b _ In succeeding articles I shall attempt to answer thess

: questions and any others which appear when this article is
discusseds But abcut the last question I shall not leave my
readers in suspense, The answer 1s YE3,




