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' EDITOR'S NOTWS.... | _z

The YOUNG SOCIALIST R®VI®W/ 1s the information and discussion
bulletin of the Young Socialist League. The YSR 1s prepared by the
YSL National Off ice and is edited by Scott Arden, Y¥YSL National’
Secretary. . G

The aim of the ¥SR is to constitute a forum for the expression
- of all points of view within the Y¥YSL. It 1s, therefore, completely
open to any member  {(or group of members) who may wish to contribute
his views. Contributions from non-members will be accepted, 1f of
sufficiently high {nterest. The editor reserves the right to declde
in the case « each such article. " ’ S

L For obvious feasodsJ1t should be understood that articles signed
by individuals do not necessarily represent the views of the Y¥SL.
Any material that 1s "official" will be clearly labeled &s such.,

Copy should be mailed to the YSL National Office, 3rd Flocr,
114 W. 14th Street, New York 11, N,Y. If at all possible submit
copy already stenclled, single-~spaced, If this 1is not possible,
then submit copy typewriten, double-spaced. Non-typewriten copy
‘'will ngt be accepteds . . ' : R

This 1ssue, Volume 1, Number 1, 1s.a special Convention Proceed-
ing issue and contains the major documents adovted at the founding
Convention o the ¥YSL (February, 1954), as assembled by the National
office, and approved by the National Action Commlttee. ”

These documents will be presented to the National Executive
Committee Plenum this June for final approvel. All comrades who
attended the Convention, either as delegates or observers, are urged
to closely check these documents agalnst their notes, If ommissicnu
or other inaccuracies are found, please inform the National Office
without delay.. ) S v - -

The next issues will be regular discussion 1issues, the first of
which will appear. in about one weeks The copy deadline for the
next 1ssue 1s tentatively set at June 1st. Send your articles in

One last word, It should be understood thet the bulletin is
not restricted to members of the Y¥YSL, Though 1ssued primerily for
our members it is open to all friends and other interested individuals
Members should make every effort to get coples 1nto the hands of this
wider audience. Send in your odundle orders nowl

---The Editor, May 17th, 1954

P.S. As usual, all labor expended in the production of this bulletin
o was donated. : : ~ v
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COISTITUTION OF THZ YOURG SOCISLIST LEBAGUS

The name of this srganization shall “be tie YOUIG SOCIALIST LBAGUZ,
hereinafter referred to as the Y3L. .o ‘

The YSL is a demooratlc 5001alist orgarizetlon str1v1ng to aid
in the basioc tranxgoration of this society into one where the means
of produotxon and distribution shall be.collectively owned and demo-
managed., The ysL attempts to meke the y.ung workers and students,
."who form its arena of aorivity, conscious of the nead for organlza-
tion directed against: Capltallom and Stalinisme
- : il

The YSL regects the oonoept that state owrershlp vhlthout demo-
oratic ocontrols represents socialism; or that sooislism ocan be
aghieved without~politiqel democracy, or through undemocratio
_means, or in short in any other than the concoious aotive parte
ieipation of the people themselwves in the building of the new
sooial order. The YSL orients towards the working class as the
olass vhioh 1is oapable . of leadlng society to socialism.~

,Ar'c-.in LEIERRSHTD -

- Sects lo -

: .Seot. é.

r

Sect. 30

Membersblp in the YSL is open to those in bubstantlal agreenent

vith its purposes and statement of principles and program; and who
are w11 1ng to aooept the responsibilities of membersh1n.

g Every member of the’ YSl shall belong to a local sectlon of the organe

ization. In cases where none exists in his looality he shall be
respossible directly to the NAC for the conduot of his socialist
work, Exoeptlons to this polioy may be made by the NAC.

;Applicatisns for membershln -ghall be paseed on by local sections,.
If none exists in a locallt" ap ‘licetions for that areg shall be

. passed by the NAC.: - o : o

" Arte IVe LOCAL
Seot. l.

-

Secte 24

Sect. 1 Conve
Ae

ORGANIZATIOP
Five or more members in any locality Lpon apol‘catlon to ‘the NAC mey
_beohurtomdand known as a "unit'; .

Where more than oneAQnit exists in any locale, a district organization
may be set up, subjeot to the approval of the NAC, with e district
executive oon: ittee eleoted by a district convention. When so elected
it shall be the highest governing body for that area, and may, with
the conourrence of the NAC oharter nev. units in that areae

1 Arte T, N.ATIOI\TAL ORGAFTZATION

ntionse

The highest body in the VSL is the Natlonal Convent*on. The convenw-
tion shall meet at least once every tvo years, on ocall of the NEC.
The 1 shall allow at least 90 days for preconventiom discussion in
issuing any oconvention ocall, The NEC shall draft a proposed Conven=
tlon Agende and Rules,.

Only members in goud standlng shall have the rlght to vote for dele-
gatese Voting shall take place on a unit basis, and each unit shall
eleot one delegate for a given number of members in good standing,

ox magor frection thersof.e The number is to be specified by the NEC

’ . ts convention calle Units may elect alternates to the convention.

( more ) 274
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A special Convertion may be called.by & majority of the NSC, one third

-w_of the mambership of two fifths of local sections. On receiving such a
oall the IEC shall schedule a special convention within four months,

allowing thres months for disocussion.

-All units. electm° dele"ateé are to do so on the basis of proportional

representation, exoept where there is division on the basis of politioeal
tendenciess. Minority tendencies are entitled to revresentatives elected
by them as follows: In a unit entitled to. one delevate, the delegate
shall be the person with the highest. votes In & unit entitled to two
delegates e minority candidate who receives. 1/% of the votes shall be
elooted as a delegate; in a unit entitled to three delegates a minority
oendidate who receivaes 1/l of the votes shall be elected a delegate.

The National uxeout1ve Committese

Botve 'n Conventions the highest body of the YSL shall be the NECe The N&C
shall take office immediately upon election and shall hold office unti}
the next Convention or untll a successor has been elected,

The NEC shall be eleoted at the Convention by a system of proportionel
revresentations  The Convention will determine the exaot system to be used.

The NEC shall be oomposed of members and alternates the number of each

ijeing determined by the Conventione

Ds
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The NEC shall meet at least three tines a yeare One third of the NEC
.may call a special meeting of the NEC which must be soheduled vi thin
. 8ix weeks of .recdipt of such call by tho FACe . Any member of the NZC
may initiate a mail ballot of the Gommlttee on any deuision of the IAC.

The NEC shell :appoint and may nemove all national officers by a major=-
ity votes .
Any NEC member mey -gppoint any reguler alternate to rsplace him for ell
or any part of any .meeting of the committeee

In replacing vacancies on.the Committee the NEC may raise alteornates to
full membership by a ma]orxty votes When necessar .n maintain recog=-
nized faotional strength non-alternates may be oc ad by a 2/3 votee

"In event of further vacancies on the Committee ama ‘after investigating

the possibilitiss of a Specisl Convert ion the .Committee mey oco-opt fron
amo ng non-alternates by a 2/3 vote after the exhaustion of the regular
elternate slatoe

Secte 3 The National Action Committee

e

Bes

The NAC shall conduct the natiorel political end orgenizationel effairs o
the YSL between meetings of the NECe .

The NAC shell be'eleeted from ameng members of the HEC,in the vicinity of
the Natiorel Office, by the NiC, NEC e ternates in the vicinity of the

. NeOe shall el so, be alternates to the FAC,

D,

Ee

. The NAC shall meet at least once a month, or on call of one third of its

memberse

All Nationel Officers and all units of the YSL are responsihle to the
NAC for the conduot of their worke . .

Minority tendencies in the organization shall be entitled to the sme
proportion of seats on the NAC as on the NECe 275
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All members of the YSL shall have the right to.atterd meetings of the

. NAC and the NEC except when those bodies shall by a 2/3 vote decide

to hold executive sessionse

A member of the NAC may eppoint a replacement, from among the NEC
alternates, to.sit for him on that committee in those cases in which
he must be absent for long periods of timee

 Seocte L Na*lonal Officers

Ae
| 5

Ce

‘The National Officers shall be dlreotlv responsible to the IEC and the
NAC and shall be eledted by the NEC from emong its memberss

The Na%iéhal Chaiman shall bé the convener of the NEC and the NAC and
shall be the political spokesman of the YSLe

The National Secretary shall be. tha organlzatlonal exeoutive of the YSL

_'and shall be responsible for the admlnlst*at¢on of the Nationel Officee

Arte VI FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS

Seot.il

Secte 2

Every applloant Por membershlp shall pay e vloOO eoplication fee to be
forwarded tothe National Officas

Every mamber-at-large shall pay a minimm duas of $5000 per yoare lembars-
at-large joining after June of any year shall have their dues computed on

_ the basis of ¢50¢ per monthe The fiscal year runa from Jan,l to Dece 3le

Members who are serving sentences for conscienticus or political objection
to war are exempt from -the dues requlrements. Other exceptions mey be

~made by the NACe

Secte 3
‘ Secte L

Seot.; 5 ,

SQG#O 6

Local sections may establish a pledge system to supplement the regular
national duese

Every local unit shall send to the National Office a minimum of #50¢

‘per month per member as duese Exoaptions to this may be made by the NACs

Tha NEC may set special assessments and organize speoial fund drives.

On'v members in good ‘standing, 1.3., those oving nothlng either to the
1- " ‘or national organization may vote and/or hold office in the YSLe
Any . smber more than three months behind in his dues may be deemed rot
to be in good standing, and dropped from the orgenization after a warning.

Art, VII DEMOCRACY AND DISCIPLINE

SGOt. 1

Sect Y 2
Seote 3

 Seote b4

The NAC shall establish a yearwround informetion end dlscussion bulletin
open to all members, where all political and orgenizational disagreements
can achieve their fullest and freest expressions A single copy of this
bulletin shall be provided free of charge to ell members of the YSL, but
its alstrlbutlon is not limited to memberse Members of the YSL shall
also receive, free of charge, copies of other YSL publicationse

All official press and publications of the YSL are subjeot to the dir=
eoction of the KACe

Looal bodies of the YSL may publish material of their choice, however
they must make clear thet it is a loocal publicatione

Minority tendencies or caucuses may publish their own material for
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Sect. 5

Secte6

Sect.7

Sect.E

Séc£}9*'

Arte. VIII

Sect.l

Sect.2

Sect.3

Seot.l-

~ 5.
internal and external distribution, but thoy must make clear that these
publications do not represent the views of the organization us a whole.
All National and local mimeograph and mailirg facilities shall be open

to such tendencies or cawuses for use at ocoste

Mombers of the YSL shall be guided in their politiocal actions by
the prinoiples end decisions of the League. In pursuing their
work they mey not teke action which is in contradiction to the
policies of ths YSL or make sfatements in contradictior with the
principles or policies of the YSL without meking it clear that they
are speaxing for themselves and not the League. ’

In all éréas,'and organizations and on ell campuses the YSL policy
shall be executed by the membsrs in that situation acting es an
organized body, subject to the decisions of the higher bodies of the
3L ’ ‘

Local units shall provids members with the opportunity to present
their views or political and orgenizational problems before tihe -
menbership.

Bstween conventions any decision of the I3C may be overruled by g
referendum, All refsrendums shall bs decided by a mejority votes’
Before initiating a refersndum there shall be a diSoussion with local
sectisns on the advisability of a Special Convention w th reference to
the financial and other problems involved. The initietive for a
refererdum may b~ med> by: one third of trelS8C, one thrird of the’
membership or two Fifths of ths local unitse Pro and Con discussion

_shall go out with all referendum ballots.

Thete shall be no secret balloting on any committee of ths YSL.

In order that the record of committee membsrs be availablo to the
membership all votes shall be recorded. Ninutes of ths M4 and NAC
meetings shall go to all members who request them.

TRIAL PROCIDURE

Any member or section of the YSL may bring cherges egainst any member
for violation of YsL principles, policies »r discipline. The initial
accusation must be mede in writing before the smallest subdivision

of the Lsague of which they are both membsrs. The accused must be
given rotice of the trial dete and a copy of tha charges against him
botl 15 and again 7 deys precading th» trial date. Fallure to anpear
or to send a lottsr of dsfenss in ths absence of excuse for such

failure shall be rrounds for conducting *ths trial in absentia.

io subdivision shall cons*itute itself as a trial body unlsss all
members have been irnformsd in advance of the business at hand.

A member shall bs tried befors the h'rhest committee of the Lecgue
of which he is a member, in +the case where the charges call forth
his suspenrsion or expulsion.

In order to expell a two thirds vote is reeded; to suspend or censure
a majority vote is nesdsad. A subdivision mey dismiss the chrrges

st any time.

( moro )
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Seoct. 5

S'E'ct.',é

1.
2.

3.

5e

6.

Thé arcused or °ccuser‘mav arreal to the TA3Z, the N3IC and the
Convention in that order. 'The dscision of the Jonvention shell be
final. In order to have the right’ to apneol a member must file his
anreal with the next higher body within 15 day of the triale

An expelled member while ap~ealing shall bs given the status of a

_‘svspendpa member, his sole rights bsing the right to coniuct his
" appeal.

SCILLAYEOUS PROVISIONS

Amendments to this Constitution may be made only by a Convention of
ths YoL. : ’ ‘

The MiC may affiliate the YSL to internetional boﬂies by & majority
vote.

The Chairman of all meetings and committees has a right to voice
and vots at all times. The nay vote shall be ocalled first on
voting %o call the question.

All deoisions in all bodies of tts YSL are %o be by majority vote
"exceph vhen otherwise Sp601f19d by this Constitution. ¥o second
shall be requirsd for motlo“s 1n any body of the YSL,.

 All members of the YbL sball be prov1ded with & copy of this

constitution.

At all meetings end et the Convention of tte YéL Robertst! Rules of
Ordar (Rev1sad) shall govern ths procaed'ngs, excapt where tYev are
in conflict with this Jonstltutlon. ‘ -

ond
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chvov v RPSOLUTION ON THW TASKS OF TH™ YSL 7

1, The main orientetion of the ¥YSL 13 towards campus vork,

Desplte tne general decline in campus politicz1l life and despite

the specific decline in sociallst activity on campus, the successes
which the YPSL and SYL have achieved in the pest period have been

in this arena, It is doubtful whether comvarable results could

have been achieved by any other orientation., It 1s easler for
students to become integrated into a propagande group than 1t wvould
be for young workers to whom we are unable to offer meaningful trace
union direction. o ‘ '

=@, It dors not aprear likely that in this next period the base

for own campus work will disappear, Although the draft end a
possible UMT lsw will meke greater Inroads into the life of American
youth, the indications are that the campus will not, at this: time,
be depleted as 1t wasin the Second World War. Already the govern-
ment 1s offering what i1s almost eguivalent to a blanket deferment

to college students in order to train the technical and buregucratic
personnel necessary to maintain the Amerlcen war mach Ine. Thils

" 4in 1tself is a clear example of cless blas since it 1s obvious that
1t 1s mainly the mid-le class andthe rich who are able 'to send

their sons to college. The continuetion of this policy will depend
on’ the actual developments in the imperialist rivalry since the
‘United States is in a tighter manpower situation than in the last
war, Therefore, while there may be a decline in college enrollment,.
the campus will still remain a fruitful arena for ¥YSL activity,

3. Our gravest prdlem at the present time isthe depletion of our
campus forces. This depletion 1s the result of many factors: the
draft, our faillure to recruit younger students to replace those
comrades who have left the campus because of age or graduationm,
and the general political climate. '

4, It is necessary that the YSL pay serious attention therefore to
hich school students and younger college students end orient

itself 1tself towards these elements. Such an orlentatlicn should
include such features as: addressing our press, educationals, forums
etc., to these groups; an attempt to set up functional graips composed
of younger comrsdes which will give them orgmizational training

in & milieu where they can expresstheir idess with some cunfldence;
and publishing parphlets on cur general political orilentation 1n
language thet 1s understandable to youth in general, At the same
time however, ve have to be aware of the need to educate such
-elements politicallye.

5, Our older members who are not on campu8 or involved in trade
union work shoculd be oriented towerd activity in those organizations
of a general nature which fight against war, for civil 1ihertiles,
agdéinst racism, etc, Such orge izatlions can be a frultful area

- for young socialist activity, - e

6. Any objective evaluation of our most recent perlod can only
confirm that the Third Camp youth moverent has suffered a serious
decline in the last two years., The stze of our wembershlp, our
level of activity, and the extent of our influence have all been
considerably affected. We have, percentece-wise, far fewer comrades
directly engaged in campus work, and the number of active campus
clubs that present our point of view todsy-~ as opposed to the

( more) o o 279
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é?'number two years ago-- 1s 8lso fewer, \'e are weaker in terms
of the number of local groups across the country, and with a
few notable exceptions, those still in eV1stence are slovly,
but steadily, declinino pather than groming.

7e The formation of the YSL g1Ves us the strength, forces, and
. .momentum to face the tasks at hand.: Thraigh our unification ve
‘“have achleved that which we lacked .before-- and iimedlate potential,
‘We hsve no 1illusions. The problems -of yesterday still face us. -
The difference 1s that we now can: (and must) ‘attempt to deal with
..- these problens, Our forces .are few but they have been broadened
.;and ere for the most part ' 'cadre” in nesture, Our leadership has
been broadened in & heal thy way, and our internal intellectual
1ife and press once again exist meaningfully. We are now assured
of, a functioning National Office which will be able to at least .
approach the problem of co-ordinating work 1n the fleld end building
a. national organization. o ,

'8. We now have the prerequisites for confronting the ma*or problem,
but 1t remains for us to solve, Our age l-vel has’ reacheu the danger
point., One by dne our comrades have been drafted, have finlshed
school or are sbout to do so, Or .ln other ways have been ramoved
from our erenas of activity. Much of the reorulitment that hes been
done in the stud~nt field has besn of oclder greaduate students which
has not militated towards g, lowering ofour.age level, If this:.
situation continuers we will be cead as a yoath o“ganization. Ve
have no intention(ﬁ'al;owin& it to continue.

9° If we are to bulld or even maintain a soclalist youth organizatior
in Americe we must recruit heevily, percentage wise,from the 16 to
20 age group. That this will be difficult to do we have no doubt,
but we cenrot be convinced that it is impossible., Ve orient -

towards this essential work with full cognizance of the difficultiles
involved, 8nd with no attempt to mask thm. Ve do not pretend

that we cen all make this youth turn., Certain indivigual comrades,
and certain groups of comradges will for peréonal or other reasons
continue to functién in substantially-.the same vay that they

have functioned in the past., What is involved is that our.

-overall orientaiion on the national level will be towards the
yeunger undergraduate student, end wherever possible towards the
older High school students. . :

10. We cannot make this shift overnight but must do so &s the
opportunity arises, Hesre ere some ofthe more obvious suggestions
for implememtation:

A. One of the best points of contact has proven to be on the
quasi-social level. Parties must be given and social events arranged
that young contacts can be invited to where they will not feel out

of place.

: . B., Forums and educaticnals must be organized that will be
Interesting in content and approach to the undergraduata. At present,
unfortunately, even in those few cases where contact has been made 1t
has sometimes been impossible to follow:thraigh because of the.

high level nature of the subject matter( and 1ts presentation) of’
the local unit'!s forums--- which on the whole are aimed &t the graduate
student level. : .

( moro ) o 280



C. As 'soon as & suitable number of young contacts exist sa
in a locality, classes must be arranged for them with several of
the older members sitting in, This latter point is important., If
we are to keep these younger people they must become & real part &
the local unit which will,of course,not be quite the same local unit
from then on. : '

D. Our press must more and more oflent itself towards a
younger audience., This will make it possible fa the national press
to be used by local units as a recruiting ald, This Involves &
more agltational approach in our press, (Where local conditions
meke it possible, separate forums should be held for newer comrades,
dealing with more basic topics, where comrades can discuss questions
on their avn current level of development,)

11. Does our adoption of this orientation meran that we are moving
in an enti-intellectual direction, or lowering our level? We think
not, If successful, it will meen an introduction of fresh, healthy
elements Into our reanks, which can only be a revitalizing factor,
“Many of our present comrades will be shaken awaken and back into
activity, intellectual and otherwise, Youth speakers and youth
writers will more freely develop in an atmosphere where they are
~gpeaking and writing for a youth audience. At mresent, many capable
comrades hesitate to spesk and/ar write because they feel they don't
“know enough. Many comrades who have been recrulted in the past few
years. have not been given a'thorough, basic education ~~ the tendency
has been to assume such an education. And though we are justly proud
of our .reputation of being highly able and articulate, the fact re-
mains that our internal intellectual life has been anything but
vigorous. No, we will not "lower" our level by recrulting younger,
inexperienced youth, Ve will broaden 1it, and give 1t a breadth,
depth, and scope that it nowlacks, '

12, The main emphasis of our political work on the campus centers
around the anti-war and academic freedom campaigns, It 'is not a
question of the emphasis of the one to the exclusion of the other,
because there 1s an organic connection between the two; the attack

on academic freedom, though not always carried out by governmensal
agencies is part of the preparation for & Third Worlda War, Whe ther ~:
both of these campaigns can be carried on with equal vigor depends .
on the nature of the campus where our comrades are active., The -
individual YSL'er,in general, should be known a&s & Third Camp social- ~
18t and constantly present his point of view in the club and on the
campus, . )

13. One of the aims of our campus work 1s to break out of isoclation, .
and to join in united front activities with liberal, pacifist and :
socialist tendencies, primarily on the acsdemic freedom and civil
liberties issues, While ws clearly differentiate ourselves Dfiom

all pro-war tendancies, there are nevertheless wide areas where

We can co-opsrate on spscific lssues with liberals and right wing
socialists and press for our Third Camp Position, in addition to
achieving the immediate objective of the united front,.

14, The circumstances in vhich we can effectuate-united fronts are
dependent on the specific situation. It may be over the rights of

a suspended teacher, a civil rights issue, a segregation cases or
other issues, even &n anti-ROTC campaign in which our socialist antl-
war position need not be directly Involved., Through these united
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. fronts Wwe can prove that we are:the :most consistent and militant
champiqis of c¢ivIl 1iberties and thus create & larger perighery -on
campus. which will .look to the YSL for leadarship. ..In. turnve will
attempt to force the .liberals to fight & consistent struggle :for
.their pcint of view,. We must attempt to convince them that :the :

ficht for civil liberties 1= part of the fight against the millitariza-
tion program o the government, ,

15. Thé recent orntact between third .camp socialists and third
camp pacifists indicates that we should .seek out pacifists on the
campus and enter into united work with them.both on educa®tionals and
activities. In addition to the united fronts.cn civil liberties
questions with these people, we can.,engege in activities against
imperialism and war, The revolutionary pacifists are among our
primary allies in the youth field since their antli-war and anti-
capitalist views meke it feasible to form Joint campus anti-war clubs
with them. et : - .- _ e
¥ 16, How we function will be determined by the nature of. the forces
at our disposal and the specific situations. It is necessary that
our primery emphasis be to push our 1deas and to counterposs our
program and our 1dealogy openly to those of the liberals on one hand
and the Stalinists on the other.  There may be campus situations
“where we can most effactively recruit to the YSL through the forma-
"tion of & YSI unit dirsctly, on campus., There are, however, situations
where this would be en impossible or an unwise perspective, In case
¢ particular school's administration 1s so reactionary in character
that 1t would prohibit the formation of & campus chapter of the YSL
the comrades in that locality are faced with the cholce of either
forming ‘an off-campus YSL which would recruilt directly from campus,
or 1£ the circumstances permit,of forming a "brcad" campus club (or
participating in an existing one) that is as. rrogressive as the schocl
will allow. This latter course may be deliberateiy chosen ‘either
_1f.the comrades involved prefer to avoid functioning openly as ¥SL
“ members or. 1f the particular climate on their campus Indicates
that a "socialist","politics", or even a "discussion" club would be
‘ more tangibly fruitful thah a YSL club, Ta.lh situation will heve
to be evaluated concretely by the national crganizetion and a flexible
. #pprdach which takes into account perscnal desirves of the local mem- =
“‘bership 1s the only feasible ¢ourse open to us at the present time, pe
But the exact forriof our functioning are npt. of overwhelning import-
;. .ance at’ the mresent time,., = Far more pressing is the gquestion of the
' - 'mage group we orient ourselves tovard., The condiflons of pclitical
and social life today have thrust a chéllenge at 3o2:alist youth in
America., Our very existence as an organizstion will be the cost of

i n

. failure to meet this challenge. VE WILL NOT FAllL. .

17.. However, recrultment to a youth ¢rzanization .is not merely an
endin itself, It 1s necessary not cnly to attract young people to
‘docialism on the basis of youthful curlosity, healthy ideralism and
revolt against the obvicus injustices of present soclety, but to
so,develop @nd Orient them that a steble basis for lifclong socl alist
activity is established in the day to day life cf the indlvidial,
Only in this way can we hope that the youth attracted to the YSL
~ will on "gradusting" to adult areas of activity and adult responsibil-
' 'ities also graduate into socialist activity in the industrial and
intellectusl world. It always has gone withoug saying that no move~
,..ment speaking in ths name of the industrlal roletariat and the work-~
- “ing messes 1ii general can win respect and a position of leadership
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or even aveld sterility unless 1t maintalns some base in the labor
movement itself. . ;

18, Not ali 1ndividuals are fitted for céreers in industry as mili--

tants in ‘the labor moverent. Nor 1s the soclalist movement so rich
in. intell-ctuels and professionals that.sugh. people can be dog-
matically diverted to the shops, Studentsjsér;ously preparing
intellectual careers should be given every encourédgement. Other
youth should be urked in the strongest terms to consider playing
long-term roles. in the. major industrial centers, where socielist
fractions have exerted and can exert decisive influence on. the de=
velopment of sociallst gonsclousness among the more advanced Workers,
Finally, those members who because of relative youth or uncertainty

do not feel ready to decide between intellectual or industrial

- eareers ‘should undertake the acquisitlion of some industrial skill,

if necessary on a part time, night schbol or surmer only basis., If

we are to speak in the name of the working class, we must insure

by such means that the flow of young socialist militants into. American
industry does not came to a halt altogether., . . S

19, The YSL doés:ﬁpt insist that\ngry me@ber orient himseif?

toward the shops. It.will, however, never tolerate any attitude of

contempt toward the role of the sociallst militant in industry be-

cause it is fully conscious that such militants, their numerical in-
crease and closer co-ordination, and their Increasing influence

’

" among. the advanced workers are the prerequisites for & viable social-

B .

1st movement without which all other activity loses its ultimate re-
ference and becomes, ' sterile, useless and self-defeating,

FORiARD TO TH® BUILDIXG OF THF YOUNG SOCIALIST LTAGURIIL”
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/2‘ RESOLUTION ON WAR

. Phe Young Socialist League 1s an internationalist, third camp,
anti-war socialist organization, It ildentifies with the revolution-
ary anti-war traditions of socialism -- that is, with thmse socialist

‘who,remsining true to their tradition and class interests, opposed

the two imperialist world wars, - At the founding Convention o the
Young Socialist heague we re-iterate our absolute opposition to 1m-
perialist war, "~ = T ' SR

It is however méaningless bo exrress oppositian to war withcut at
the same time  opposing and -organizing against -the system which breeds
war, ‘The struggle &agalnst'war therefore goes hand in hand with the
strugegle against capitalism and Stalinism, and exploitative social

- systems in general. The fight fa sociallsm and the fight against

war are inseperéble,

Socialists support, and have supported in the psst, wars of natione

" 1ndependence, when they are waged isolated from the major imperialist

wars, or do not become turned into a battleground for the two imper-
4al1st camps, An example of this was the support soclalists gave to

" the Indonesian war o Independence. At that point, however, where
_--'a struggle for independence 'becomes clearly subordinated to the im=
.~"*perialiqt'bbhﬁligt,'gocialists can support 1t no longer.

‘The polarization of st%hggle'that‘exists has made for close
cooperation between soclaltsts and pacifists, and pacifist-soclalists

‘are among our members. The pacifist-socialist does not agree on all

points of principle with the nen-pacifist socialist who opposes im-
perialist conflicts but not viclence as such. We see, however, tne
necesslty of cemmon action and organizatior in ths face of the common
menace which the rival imperialisms constitute tcday. We theretfore
call on all anti-war socialist-pacifists and soclalists to unite in
the ¥YSL.

We defend the national independence of the smaller nations
against the two colosii -~ regardless of the social nature of the
nation involved. But it should bé clear that the rullng classes use
the slogan of netional defense to mean the defense of the existing
social order. The soclalist therefore believes that to defend the
nation, today in America, the workers must democratically take thelr
political and economic destiny in their own hands.

Stalinism, although a mortal enemy of capitalism, does not represer
an anti-war movement. Although 1t is true that the Stalinists oppose
the war preparations o the American camp, this is only because of
their unconditional support of the Russian camp, & camp which 1is also
arming to the teeth in prepartion for an imperialist world war, Our
opposition to Stalinism goes hand in hand with owr opposition to
capltalism. Stalinism must be destroyed as an anti-working ciéss
force that acts ssdthe agent of one of the imperialist camps. The
first duty of the socialists living under Stalinist danination 1is to
oppose the war preparaticns of their ruling class; our first Job 1s
to oppose the war preparations nf our ruling class,

We declare that the world conflict towards which the policles of
the two camps are lecding us 1is not our war, It would be an imperial-
1st war fought with themos® barbaric weapons of modern sclence. It
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would be a war in which the victory of either side would represent a
major catastrophy for humanity and soc iallism, Thus while struggling
to mobilize the people agalnst the war preparations we declare that:
if a Third Imperilalist War breaks out we will continue participating
in the class struggle, always reteining our identity as a third camp:
struggling for the victory o the working class and colonial peoples
over our ruling class and over the representatives at home of the
ruling class across the sea,

To seriously talk of a domestic struggle against capitalism out-
side of the context of the world conflict is sectarian, out of date,
and dangerous. Our struggle for socialism cen rarely be simply two
sided; our ruling class versus us. %ven here at home our struggle 1s
a three way one.

We reise the internationalist slogan:
AGATINST BOTH IMPRRIALIST CAMPS 1

To raise the slogan of "critical support" or to talk d soft pedalirg
the class struggle towards either of the imverialist camps is to capilt-
ulate to the politics of that camp, since 1t is the ruling classes of
the two camme who will determilne the hasis and the conditions under
which such a war would be fought. The working class has no responsi-
bility nor say in the conduct of such a war in either of the camps.

It can acquire such responsibility only by taking state power in order
to carry out its own internationalist, democratic and socialist program
We therefare unconditionally oppose the present militarization ¢f

Amer ica ~- the draft, UMT, ROTC on campus, the huge war program, and
the ideological mobilization for war that is teking place. These
preparations are steps leading America closer to the establishment of

a garrison state.

Socialists who today give surport to the war preparations of elther
& the two camp -- or to the political, economic and ideclogical pre-
paretions for such a war -- are betraying socielism. It is inconceive~
able that the butchery which would result 1f the imperialist war breaks
out could aid in the defense of freedom and soclal &m,

' To fight effectively against such a war we must re~double our ef-
forts to make the workingclass consclous of its interests, since only
the intervention of the working-class and the colonial peoples on the
politcal scene 8as &an independent factor can stave off the Third
War 14 Var. However, since the repression of civil liberties is the
most immediate aspect of the drive towards war which confronts us,
our most pressing task today is to fight for the preservation of
democratic rights, .

OUR IMMRDIAT® EN®MY IS OUR OWN RULING CLASS !

AGAINST BOTH IMPRRIALIST CAMB , FOR TH® THIRD
CAMP OF THY WORKFRS AND OPPRWSSED COLONIAL PTOPLFS

285 -



cLiP Arvu MA/L To: :
///,t W. /4T ST (‘““- Fz.ou::\ NEW "ORK I, N.7Y.

CNAME i _"‘- R ccrm, GFINY
LADDRESS ’ —— . RGE. '
' \""“'C!*‘Y S e ZONE STRTE

I T WANT T0 JOIN THE Y SL

T T WANT MORE /NFnRM.uoN

,~~1_"" I WANT T8 SUBSCRIBETO THE

- YSL W»E/(Ly mr‘L.HﬁL/ ,/\/(t |

(10, SUBSCRIEE  F0. CHf Lt NEGE, Cf}?:c;/ Bo X
CAMNT ENCLOSE B roe ‘Z YE A IR ) 286




T e
.uﬂh.t.ﬁ%k!l’

SREY

D
AR e O 1

2} N




